
Power and Authority
Enforcing Obedience

 
The church has been given authority to rule over satan and all his demons. We do not have authority to
control human wills, but we do have the ability to disarm the demon spirits that operate through human
beings. So many Christians are not aware of the authority that Jesus has given them, and allow the devil
to get away with oppressing them and their families. Jesus spoke directly to His disciples and said this:
 
Luke 10:19(KJV) Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the
power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt you. 
 

• Power – Gk exousia – authority (NIV translates better)

Luke 10:19(NIV) I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the
power of the enemy; nothing will harm you. 
 

• Oxford Dictionary defines authority this way
• Authority - the power or right to give orders, make decisions, and enforce obedience
• We have been given authority over everything the devil does
• He should not be allowed to put sickness, poverty, or depression upon any of us, but many allow him

to do so
Hosea 4:6(KJV) My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge….. 
 
Proverbs 9:10(NIV) “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One
is
understanding.  
 

• Reverencing and respecting God is the path to wisdom and understanding. Knowledge of the Holy
One is the most important knowledge we can gain

• We cannot expect to effectively use the authority we have been given without the knowledge of
God

• Where do I find out about God? In His Word!
• Let’s look again at the definition of authority
• the power or right to give orders, make decisions, and enforce obedience
• Several weeks ago we learned we have the right to give orders and Make Decisions
• To Decide to be Happy!
• To Decide to be Healthy!
• To Decide to Prosper!
• this week let's look at the authority we have to Enforce Obedience
• Jesus said

Luke 17:3-6(NIV) So watch yourselves. “If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive
him. If he sins against you seven times in a day, and seven times comes back to you and says, ‘I repent,’
forgive him.” The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” He replied, “If you have faith as small
as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it will
obey you.

• Jesus did not increase the disciples faith to forgive. He told them to enforce obedience using the faith
they already had.

Romans 12:3(KJV) For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to
think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to
every man the measure of faith. 

• We all have the same amount of faith, we must use it to Enforce Obedience
• We have Authority to Enforce Obedience



• We have Authority to Enforce Obedience
• God Obeys His Word

Psalms 138:2(KJV) I will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy name for thy lovingkindness
and for thy truth: for thou hast magnified thy word above all thy name.

• God will only do what He says in His Word He will do
• God can only do what he says in His Word He can do

Numbers 23:19(KJV) God is not a man, that he should lie; neither the son of man, that he should repent:
hath he said, and shall he not do it? or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good? 

• God obeys His Word, He cannot lie. What He says He will do He WILL do!
• God's Word obeys Him

Isaiah 55:10-11(KJV) For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither,
but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread
to the eater:  
So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall
accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it. 

• God is bound to His Word
• His Word is bound to Him
• God' obeys His Word
• God's Word obeys Him
• When we speak God's Word in our circumstances, God will obey His Word, His word will obey

Him, and His word will obey us.
• The Word must obey the God (Jesus) in us and performs what it is sent to do

Luke 17:6(KJV) And the Lord said, If ye had faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye might say unto this
sycamine tree, Be thou plucked up by the root, and be thou planted in the sea; and it should obey you. 

• Angels obey God's Word
Psalms 103:20(KJV) Bless the LORD, ye his angels, that excel in strength, that do his commandments,
hearkening unto the voice of his word.

• Satan must obey God's Word
• But he's not obeying me!

James 2:19-20(KJV) Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and
tremble.  
But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead? 

• Satan knows he must obey the Word of God, but he will not until we Enforce Obedience!
Romans 14:10-11(KJV)....for we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. For it is written, As I
live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God. 

• Satan must bow to the Word
James 4:7(KJV) Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 

• Submit yourself to the Word, Enforce obedience upon the devil, and he WILL flee from you!
Luke 10:19(NIV) I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the
power of the enemy; nothing will harm you. 

• You have Authority to Enforce Obedience!
 


