
 
 
  

BWA General Council Resolution 1982.1 

 

World Hunger  

The General Council of the Baptist World Alliance, meeting in Nairobi, Kenya:  

1. Aware of the constant struggle for physical survival in this continent as well as in the world, the present 

conditions in the Sahel being one tragic example, would there draw attention to the statement quoted in 

the report of the BWAid Committee as follows..."More people have died as a consequence of hunger in 

the past five years than have been killed in all the wars, revolutions and murders in the past 150 

years...This devastation is equivalent to a Hiroshima every three days...No one dies of hunger because 

there is not enough to go around. There are enough resources and know-how to grow enough, store 

enough, distribute enough, provide enough for every person on earth to be nutritionally self-sufficient 

from now on." (A Shift in the Wind, the Hunger Project) The words of our Lord—Matthew 25:31-46 relate 

clearly to this.  

2. Notes that October 16 is the anniversary date of the founding of the UN Food and Agricultural 

Organization has been declared World Food Day.  

3. Supports the proposal of BWAid that October be set aside as World Hunger Month and agrees with the 

following contentions:  

• that food for every child's growth and for lifelong health is a basic human right;  

• that the well-being of farms and farm families is vital to national and world progress;  

• that careful stewardship of the land and water resources on which food production depends is a 

global responsibility;  

• that all nations would work together to build a fail-proof system for world food security and world 

food justice;  



  

• urges the BWA member bodies to participate in this observance, not as a single day or single 

month event but to be aware of the responsibility we have to hungry people around the world 

every day of the year.  

With 15-20 million people dying from the effects of hunger each year, 40,000 each day, 28 each minute 

(21 of them children), half the world's population going to bed hungry every night, 1.2 billion people 

without pure water, 1.6 billion without effective medical care, 12.6 million refugees, we need to hear 

again Christ's statement: “As you did it to one of the least of these...you did it to me."  

4. Pleads for massive support from our Unions/Conventions, churches and individuals to do all that is in 

our power in both relief and development to reverse this situation which is an insult to the Creator and a 

crushing indictment on us all.  

Furthermore, to bring pressure on those governments in a position to help to see it as a major priority in 

their economic planning. It is our conviction that food for the hungry can never be seen as a political 

weapon.  
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