
Presented in partnership with

ENSEMBLE MADE IN CANADA'S

PROJECT

Join us for a very special concert event by Ensemble Made In Canada that 
showcases a newly commissioned suite of piano quartets, each inspired by a 
particular region of Canada, , as part of a coast to coast national tour.

FRIDAY
24 JAN

A country-sized initiative with an aim to celebrate the 
diversity and richness of Canada through the eyes and 
ears of its people.



MOSAÏQUE PROJECT HONORARY PATRON

THE RT. HON. ADRIENNE CLARKSON PC, CC, CMM, COM, CD
 

November 14, 2019
To Whom It May Concern,

It is rare to come across something as imaginative and exciting as the Mosaïque 
Project of the Ensemble Made In Canada. Not only is there a commissioned suite of 
piano quartets but the energetic group will be touring nationally until early 2020.

Their very exciting website reaches the widest audience. The musical 
compositions which they present to us are innovative. They reach us through our 
ears and our eyes.

Our vast geography excites their imagination and imbues their work. They 
understand that with the second largest land mass in the world, Canada as a 
country plays a unique role in spurring its artists’ creativity. And that creativity 
reflects our diversity.

Through their artistic and material challenges, Elissa Lee, Angela Park, Sharon 
Wei and Rachel Mercer, have triumphed artistically. The excitement they have 
created in the musical world about the quartet is tangible and infectious.

They are working in a different way to express their artistic vision. They are 
doing it in a way which challenges themselves as artists. And they challenge us 
as their audience.

I am thrilled to support this unique, vivid, artistic expression!

Yours sincerely,

The Rt. Hon. Adrienne Clarkson



  

 

THE MOSAÏQUE PROJECT features a musical suite of piano quartets commissioned 
by Ensemble Made In Canada. Inspired by the diversity and richness of Canada’s 
culture and geography, each of these 14 compositions is associated with a specific 
region of Canada and was created by one of our Mosaïque composers, who come 
from various musical backgrounds, including classical, jazz, folk, First Nations and 
singer-songwriter traditions.  

Since its premiere at the Festival of the Sound in Parry Sound on July 26, 2018, we 
have traveled to communities of all sizes in every Canadian province and territory 
to share the Mosaïque Project. Throughout our travels, we have gained new per-
spectives by seeing first-hand the truly awesome nature and culture of our country, 
which inspired the Mosaïque composers. We never imagined the transformation 
we experienced, working so closely with local artists, teachers, and music-lovers 
across Canada. As musicians, we feel fortunate to have performed these works 
over 50 times in the course of a year, allowing us to discover each one intimately as 
they evolved over time. Now that this music is part of the fabric of our ensemble, 
we are so excited to share this recording and our journey of discovery with you. 

— Angela, Elissa, Sharon & Rachel 
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MOSAÏQUE: A Project by Ensemble Made In Canada 

Concert Program 

Welcome 
Sara Palmieri, First Ontario Performing Arts Centre 

Walter Sendzik, Mayor of St. Catharines 

Mosaique Honorary Patron 
The Right Honourable Adrienne Clarkson, 

26th Governor General of Canada 

THE MOSAÏQUE COMPOSITIONS: A Musical Journey Across Canada 

Andrew Downing 

Richard Mascall 

Nicolas Gilbert 

William Rowson 

Vivian Fung  

Barbara Croall 

Samy Moussa 

Kevin Lau 

Ana Sokolović 

David Braid 

Nicole Lizée 

Julie Doiron 

Darren Sigesmund 

Red River Fantasy (Manitoba) 

Petroglyphs (Ontario) 

Ilôts (Québec) 

Short Variations on Waves (Nova Scotia) 

Shifting Landscapes (Alberta) 

Nbiidaasamishkaamin / We Come Paddling Here 
(St. Lawrence Seaway and Great Lakes)   

Orpheus in Nunavut (Nunavut) 

Race to the Midnight Sun (Yukon) 

Splendor Sine Occasu Landscape / River / 
Mountain Range  (British Columbia) 

Great Bear River Blues (Northwest Territories) 

The Bessborough Hotel (Saskatchewan) 

Blessed (New Brunswick) 

Kensington Ceilidh (Prince Edward Island) 

Jonny Pippy of Pouch Cove, on a Bicycle at Dawn 
(Newfoundland)  Sarah Slean 

This concert will be broadcast live on Stingray Classica 

Produced by: Sym- metrica TV 

Produced by: Symmetrica TV

MOSAÏQUE: A Project by Ensemble Made In Canada
CONCERT PROGRAM

Welcome
Sara Palmieri, FirstOntario Performing Arts Centre

Walter Sendzik, Mayor of St. Catharines
 

Video Message from Mosaïque Honorary Patron
The Right Honourable Adrienne Clarkson, 

26th Governor General of Canada

Arr. Andrew Creegan



Today’s concert celebrates the launch of our Mosaïque album. 

Please join us for a CD Launch Celebration in the lobby following the 
concert. CDs (with download code) will be on sale, with artists and 

composers on hand for signing. 

At each performance on tour, we    
encouraged audiences to participate 
by drawing on tiles while they      
listened, as a way of opening their 
ears and engaging in the creative    
process. The result has been astound-
ing, and now we have a collection of art 
from audiences across the country, 
inspired by these piano quartets. 

Please visit our website to see the 
entire collection of Mosaïque Art. 

www.mosaiqueproject.com 

At each performance on tour, we 
encouraged audiences to participate 
by drawing on tiles while they listened, 
as a way of opening their ears and 
engaging in the creative process. 
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audiences across the country, inspired 
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MOSAÏQUE CD RECORDING NOW AVAILABLE 

MOSAÏQUE ART 

Just voted by CBC Music as … “one of 10 upcoming Canadian 
classical albums to get excited about”



MOSAÏQUE PROGRAM NOTES

Red River Fantasy (Manitoba) Andrew Downing 
Red River Fantasy is based on a Métis fiddle tune called The Red River Jig after the 
dance it accompanies, most likely adapted from little bits of Scottish and French-
Canadian fiddle tunes. Métis fiddle tunes are famously ‘crooked’, meaning phrase 
lengths are not consistent, bar lengths are not consistent, and there is a particular 
kind of flow to the tune that feels like it starts and stops in surprising places. This 
piece reflects the respects and reverence I feel for the recordings of the great 
fiddlers I’ve heard play The Red River Jig, such as Andy De Jarlis, John Arcand, and 
Grandy Fagnan.
 
Petroglyphs (Ontario) Richard Mascall
The Peterborough Petroglyphs are a highly identifiable symbol of Ontario as the most 
significant set of petroglyphs (rock carvings) in Canada. They are presumed to have 
been the work of ancient ancestors of First Nations people local to the area, but are 
impossible to accurately date and remain mysterious. Scholars have demonstrated 
that the inscriptions belie a great knowledge of astronomy; a kind of ‘star map.’ I 
prefer to think of them as a “alien communication” from the distant past; waiting to 
be decoded and interpreted, with a powerful message for our world today. 
 
Ilôts (Québec) Nicolas Gilbert
Ilôts is designed as a voyage from the city of Montreal to the St-Laurent Gulf, passing 
alternatively through a few cities and across increasingly long stretches of countryside. 
What binds the work together is the St-Lawrence river itself, represented literally by 
waves of sound. In the course of the piece, the very discursive, very human music 
of the cities will be eaten up by the landscape, which will become—and this is the 
paradox—something intimate and interior.

Short Variations on Waves (Nova Scotia) William Rowson
When writing my piece I looked at a lot of maritime paintings of Schooner ships, 
villages etc. done in the 30s and 40s. I listened to a lot of Scottish-Cape Breton 
fiddle and folk music. Only fragments of it made into my piece. I think I got the best 
music when I was imagining the idea of early immigrants from Scotland and France 
coming to New Scotland or Acadia. My piece plays with memory. Dreams of an ideal 
community, a promised land. Not really possible anywhere but a dream. 
 
Shifting Landscapes (Alberta) Vivian Fung 
Shifting Landscapes is a reflection of Alberta’s wide prairie fields, open skies, and 
ever-changing landscape, shaped by evolving skylines and influx of people, as well as 
melting glaciers and growing wildfires. It is a land of opportunity and growth, and my 
birthplace and childhood home.
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1-800-511-7429 | SHAWFEST.COM
April 2 to December 23 • Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON • Tim Carroll, Artistic Director • Tim Jennings, Executive Director

Including Gypsy, the celebrated American 
musical, Sherlock Holmes and The Raven’s Curse
and the laugh-out-loud comedy, Charley‘s Aunt.

13 PLAYS

Client: SHAW FESTIVAL Publication: Mosaique – A Unique Musical Journey Across Canada Date: January 2020  
Size: 5.5 x 2.83 Contact: BRUCE@KEYGORDON.COM   | Key Gordon Communications

Nbiidaasamishkaamin / We Come Paddling Here 
(St. Lawrence Seaway and Great Lakes) Barbara Croall
For Anishinaabeg people, water is not just a substance. It is a spirit being deserving 
honour and respect, and different bodies and channels of water have distinctly different 
personalities and ways of expression. The St. Lawrence Seaway and River has been 
an essential part of Indigenous peoples’ lives. The music describes the alternatively 
powerful and placid Gichigammi-Ziibii (Big Sea River), with canoers shooting arrows 
across the water toward embankments as they fished or hunted, and the voices of niibi-
manidoog or the spirits of those who have traveled these waters long ago.
 
Orpheus in Nunavut (Nunavut) Samy Moussa
Orpheus’ death...frozen.
 
Race to the Midnight Sun (Yukon) Kevin Lau
Race to the Midnight Sun was inspired by detailed observations of the Yukon River 
by a family friend who resides in Whitehorse. The music is characterized by churning, 
restless rhythms, kaleidoscopic shifts in texture and harmonic colour, and an almost-
lyrical melody which emerges and submerges, dipping in and out of perception — all 
techniques meant to capture some aspect of the river's ferocious beauty. The title is a 
direct reference to a canoe race which takes place on the Yukon River every year, and 
which served as an apt image for the music's propulsive journey.



The 100 VOICES OF CHORUS NIAGARA perform with Niagara Symphony
Orchestra strings! Reflect on humanity's relationship to Mother Earth with the
Niagara premiere of Sunrise: A Symphonic Mass, by contemporary Norwegian
composer Ola Gjeilo. Stunning visual images complement this moving
musical journey. WITH Canadian Composer Tawnie Olson’s That’s One Small
Step, and the premiere of Niagara composer Glen Rhodes's Who We Are. 
 
MARCH 7, 730pm |  FirstOntario Performing Arts Centre
BOX OFFICE | firstontariopac.ca |  906 688 0722
Orchestra Sponsor NIAGARA PENINSULA ENERGY
 

Splendor Sine Occasu Landscape / River / Mountain Range
(British Columbia) Ana Sokolović
Each of the movements is inspired by a particular aspect of the nature in British 
Columbia: the landscape, the river, and the mountain range. The first part is a still 
observation of the beautiful landscape, the second part is faster, and depicts a river 
with its currents, and the third part depicts the abundance of mountain peaks.
 
Great Bear River Blues (Northwest Territories) David Braid
Situated in the Sahtu Region of the Northwest Territories is the Great Bear River, 
a 113-kilometre channel connecting to the Mackenzie River at the hamlet of 
Tulita, the birthplace of “Yatsule” (1879) a prolific musician of Dene Folk Music. 
This composition’s motifs of harmony, melody, rhythm, and form come from 
geographical data pertaining to the river’s striking meandering pattern. The music is 
stylized by “blue notes”, glissandi, syncopation and driving rhythm.
 
The Bessborough Hotel (Saskatchewan) Nicole Lizée
For as long as I can remember there have been ghost stories linked to a number of 
locations in Saskatchewan. Saskatoon’s iconic Bessborough Hotel might be the most 
infamous for its paranormal activity. There are three areas in the hotel reportedly 
haunted: the ballroom, the stairwell and the third floor - each with their own 
benevolent spectre. These phantoms make appearances in sonic form throughout 
the piece.
 



Blessed (New Brunswick) Julie Doiron Arr. Andrew Creegan
I have the sun / and the sky and the grass ‘neath my feet
and the sidewalk that leads down the street
I have the wind / and the air that is all around me
and the breath I’m so lucky to breathe
I am blessed / not once can I let myself forget
I have the night / and the bed where I lay myself down
and the dreams that will follow me now
I am blessed / not once can I let myself forget

Kensington Ceilidh (Prince Edward Island) Darren Sigesmund
This impression of Prince Edward Island is rooted in the connection to 
land and sea. The haunting beauty of the island, rich red earth, pastoral 
landscapes, and extremes in nature inspire this work. A groove-based theme 
dances through a lazy waltz, some fiddle chopping, and a blistering jig 
reminiscent of east coast ceilidh social gatherings.
 
Jonny Pippy of Pouch Cove, on a Bicycle at Dawn (Newfoundland) Sarah Slean
Jonny Pippy is a legendary fixture in the ‘cove’ - a truly unique Newfoundland 
character. He’s an old man (nobody really knows how old) who lives alone in 
a very simple old house. His skin is weathered and worn like a fisherman’s, 
and he’s missing nearly all of his teeth, but he’s lean, spritely and full of a 
youthful energy. At dawn he rides his bike to a clearing that overlooks the 
bay and gets lost in his own thoughts looking at the sea. He rides around 
collecting bottles and often stops to chat with neighbours or tourists a while. 
He is simple, friendly and industrious. Then, when his work is done he rides 
back up the hill into the sunset.  
 

Africville Stories
with Joe Sealy, Jackie Richardson 

& Paul Novotny

Based on Joe Sealy's Juno-winning jazz and gospel 
recording of the year, Africville Suite,  experience 

poignant and uplifting stories and songs about the people 
and legacy of Africville, Canada’s oldest black community.

SUN 9 FEB 2:30PM

A HOT TICKET presentation

“A powerful, emotionally resonant fusion of song, 
narrative and music spanning jazz, classical, blues, 

R&B and gospel.” - The Record

SPONSORED BY



ENSEMBLE MADE IN CANADA

Recognized as Canada’s premier piano quartet, Ensemble Made In Canada 
received the 2006 CBC Galaxie Stars Award from the Banff Centre for the Arts. 
In 2008, EMIC was featured in Chatelaine magazine’s 80th anniversary issue 
as “Women to Watch” as an ensemble that is leading the next generation of 
classical musicians. 

The members of the group have been forging outstanding individual careers 
and bring together a wealth of experience, having already appeared at 
prestigious festivals such as Marlboro, Ravinia, Orford, Verbier, Prussia Cove, 
Pablo Casals and Evian. EMIC has performed for Winnipeg Virtuosi, Montreal 
Pro Musica, SUNY New Paltz, Stratford Music Festival, Ottawa Chamberfest, 
Parry Sound Festival of the Sound, Jeffery Chamber Music Series, Lindsay 
Concert Productions, Almonte in Concert, Women’s Musical Club of Toronto, 
Kawartha Concerts, including multiple work cycles for the Kitchener-Waterloo 
Chamber Music Society. 

EMIC has provided master classes, chamber music coachings and lectures at 
universities across Canada and in the United States, and have also participated in 
outreach programs for public schools in Ontario. The group is grateful for support 
from FACTOR, the Canada Council for the Arts and the Ontario Arts Council. EMIC 
has been Ensemble-in-Residence at Western University since 2014. 

simply  irresistible



THE ENSEMBLE

Pianist Angela Park is praised for her “stunningly beautiful 
pianism” (Grace Welsh Prize, Chicago). Her versatility as 
both soloist and chamber musician has led to performances 
across Canada, as well as in the United States, Europe, 
Japan and Mexico. Angela is currently Assistant Professor 
of Piano at Western University. 
www.angelapark.com 

Winner of the 23rd Eckhardt-Gramatté Strings Competition, 
violinist Elissa Lee has held positions as Concertmaster in 
Oslo Philharmonic, and WDR Sinfonie Orchester, and has 
been a guest of the Berlin Philharmonic Orchestra, Chamber 
Orchestra of Europe and Mahler Chamber Orchestra. 
www.elissa-lee.de 

Violist Sharon Wei is a dynamic musician, establishing 
herself as one of the most respected violists on the scene 
today, performing regularly at festivals such as Marlboro 
Music, Curtis Summerfest and Seattle Chamber Festival.  She 
has toured in recital with Debut Atlantic and Prairie Debut. 
Sharon was on faculty at Yale and Stanford Universities and 

she is currently Associate Professor of Viola at Western University.  
https://music.uwo.ca/faculty/bios/sharon-wei.html 

Described as a "pure chamber musician" (The Globe and Mail) 
creating "moments of pure magic" (Toronto Star), Canadian 
cellist Rachel Mercer is cellist of the Mercer-Park Duo, the AYR 
Piano Trio, Artistic Director of the "5 at the First" Chamber 
Music Series in Hamilton, and Principal Cello of the National 
Arts Centre Orchestra in Ottawa. An advocate for new 

Canadian music, Rachel has commissioned over 25 solo cello and chamber works. 
www.rachelmercercellist.com

Photo Credit: Tony Hauser
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MOSAÏQUE COMPOSERS 

Winner of two JUNO awards, double bass player, cellist, composer and educator 
ANDREW DOWNING has written and arranged music for Patricia O’Callaghan, 
The Vancouver Bach Choir, The Art of Time Ensemble, Tafelmusik and The Queer 
Songbook Orchestra. He teaches at the University of Toronto. 
www.andrewdowning.com

RICHARD MASCALL’s music has been widely performed across Canada by many of 
the leading orchestras, ensembles and soloists. With recent performances of his 
work in Estonia, England, Finland and South Korea his music is beginning to be heard 
around the globe. Mr. Mascall has taken a great interest in aboriginal art and culture 
and has to this point written eleven aboriginal themed works. In January 2012, Mr. 
Mascall was honoured with the spirit name ‘Singing Beaver on Water’. 

NICOLAS GILBERT is a composer and novelist living and working in Montreal. His 
music is performed around the world by orchestras, ensembles and soloists such as 
the Montreal Symphony, Orchestre Métropolitain, Edmonton Symphony, Vancouver 
Symphony, SMCQ, Molinari and Bozzini Quartets, and Continuum. He is recipient 
of numerous grants and awards including the 2008 “Composer of the year” Opus 
Prize awarded by the Quebec Music Council and ten SOCAN Awards for Young 
Composers. www.nicolasgilbert.ca

WILLIAM ROWSON is a Canadian composer, conductor and violinist, most recently 
Assistant Conductor of the Vancouver Symphony. His music has recently been 
performed by the Hamilton Philharmonic, Ensemble Made In Canada, Mercer-
Park Duo, and Tapestry New Opera. His works have been presented at Ottawa 
International Chamber Music Festival and the UBS Verbier Festival in Switzerland. 
www.rowsonmusic.com

JUNO Award-winning composer VIVIAN FUNG has a talent for combining 
idiosyncratic textures and styles into large-scale works, reflecting her multicultural 
background. Works range from chamber works including 4 string quartets, a piece 
for solo percussion using ice blocks and prerecorded electronics, to large-scale 
orchestral works and concerti. www.vivianfung.ca

Acclaimed Odawa First Nation composer and musician BARBARA CROALL 
from Canada (Manidoo Mnissing, Ginew dodem) has received world premiere 
performances of her music in several European countries, the UK, the United States, 
Asia, and Latin America. Selected as ‘One of 100 Canadians To Watch’ by Maclean’s 
magazine, Croall has continued to create musical works which have fascinated and 
enthralled critics and audiences alike for her distinctly Indigenous sound within the 

field of classical music, theatre, dance, film, and multidisciplinary performance. www.barbaracroall.ca

SAMY MOUSSA is a composer and conductor, born in Montréal. He has conducted 
the Bavarian State Opera Orchestra, the Vienna Radio Symphony Orchestra, the 
MDR Sinfonieorchester Leipzig and the Zurich Chamber Orchestra among others. 
He will make his conducting debut with the NDR orchestra in January 2020. 
Performers of his music include Christoph Eschenbach, Kent Nagano, the Dallas 
Symphony Orchestra, the Deutsches Symphonie-Orchester Berlin and the Brussels 

Philharmonic. He is currently composing for the Vienna Philharmonic. www.samymoussa.com



KEVIN LAU’s music has been commissioned by ensembles such as the Toronto 
Symphony Orchestra, Manitoba Chamber Orchestra, Piano Six, and Octagon. 
He is the composer of two ballets, including Le Petit Prince (National Ballet of 
Canada) and Dark Angels (National Arts Centre Orchestra), both choreographed 
by NBOC Principal Dancer Guillaume Côté. www.kevinlaumusic.com

Serbian–born composer ANA SOKOLOVIĆ’s work is suffused with her fascination 
for different forms of artistic expression. Both rich and playful, her compositions 
draw the listener into a vividly imagined world, often inspired by Balkan folk 
music and its asymmetrical festive rhythms. Over the years, Ana Sokolović 
has earned a steady stream of commissions and awards. Today, her repertoire 
includes orchestral, vocal, chamber, operatic and theatrical pieces. 
www.anasokolovic.com

Multi-Juno-Award-winning composer and jazz pianist DAVID BRAID has 
presented his compositions and improvisations across Europe, Asia, The Middle 
East, Australia, Brazil, The United States, and Canada. Combining principles 
fundamental to European classical music and the spontaneity of American 
jazz, Braid’s fusion of art music engages audiences with a style described as 
“refreshingly uncategorizable” (Paris Transatlantic), and “hauntingly beautiful” 
(The Globe and Mail). www.davidbraid.com

Called “a brilliant musical scientist” (CBC), “breathtakingly inventive” (Sydney 
Times Herald, Australia), and “utterly inspiring” (I Care If You Listen, NYC), 
multiple award winning composer and video artist NICOLE LIZÉE creates new 
music and video from an eclectic mix of influences including turntablism, rave 
culture, glitch, Hitchcock, and 1960s psychedelia. Her commission list of over 
50 works includes the Kronos Quartet, New York Philharmonic, San Francisco 

Symphony, BBC Proms, So Percussion, Bang On A Can, and the National Arts Centre Orchestra. 
www.nicolelizee.com

JULIE DOIRON is an award-winning Canadian singer-songwriter of Acadian 
heritage. She has been the bass guitarist and co-vocalist for the Canadian indie 
rock band Eric’s Trip since its formation in 1990. She has released ten solo 
albums, beginning with 1996’s Broken Girl, and is also the lead singer for the 
band Julie and the Wrong Guys. www.julie-doiron.com

2010 JUNO nominee and Galaxie Rising Star winner Toronto trombonist DARREN 
SIGESMUND has established his Strands project as one of Canada’s leading 
national and international touring ensembles. Sigesmund received the 2010 
Galaxie Rising Star award for Best Composition at the Festival International 
de Jazz de Montreal. He has released five recordings as bandleader, including 
Strands II (2009) and Strands III (2014) selected as Best Canadian Jazz CD by the 
Ottawa Citizen. www.darrensigesmund.ca

Described as “one of the most compelling acts Canada has to offer”, (TIME magazine), 
“a national treasure” (Exclaim! magazine) and nominated three times for her 
country’s top music prize (Juno Awards), multi-faceted Canadian singer/songwriter/
pianist SARAH SLEAN possesses a unique and formidable creative force. Signed to 
Atlantic / Warner Records at the age of 19, Slean has since released more than 10 
albums in over 10 countries worldwide. Sarah Slean returns to Partridge Hall on
4 March to perform with Hawksley Workman. www.sarahslean.com
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