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SINGIN’ IN THE RAIN
Following the international tour to New 
Zealand, Hong Kong, the Philippines 
and Singapore, Singing in the Rain, the 
critically acclaimed award-winning 
musical production will be produced and 
presented by Pieter Toerien at the Teatro 
at Montecasino, until March 2016. 2013 
graduate, Samuel Hyde, has been part 
of the cast for this production since the 
commencement of its international tour 
and we are thrilled we will finally get to 
see him performing during its local run. 
Make sure not to miss it!

top students  of 2015

Nina Botha 
Musical Theatre 
9 Distinctions

Pamela Mnyayiza 
Drama
6 Distinctions

Shannon Dean 
Fashion Design
8  Distinctions

Natasha Viljoen
Photography
8  Distinctions

Kodey Morgan
Film, TV & Video 
Production
7  Distinctions

Shanita Karpen
Drama
7  Distinctions

Maruska Alberts
Fashion Design
12 Distinctions

Narisha Watkins
Fashion Design
7 Distinctions

Our New Somerset 
West Campus ready 
for students
The three-month renovation project 
at the Oakfields College Somerset 
West campus wrapped up during mid-
December, with art graduates putting 
the finishing touches to our buildings 
on campus. 
The walls of the various lecture venues 
now boast bold and creative designs 
to ensure a stimulating learning 
environment for our 2016 intake.
The Manor House received some 
welcome colour on the walls whilst the 
Owl House renovations included more 
serious building. 
The end result is a new-look campus 
ready to provide Extraordinary 
Education!

Upcoming OPen Days
JOHANNESBURG:  
SATURDAYS FROM 09:00 - 13:00  
14 MAY | 3 SEPTEMBER 
26 NOVEMBER

PRETORIA 
SATURDAYS FROM 08:30 - 12:30 
28 MAY | 27 AUGUST 
19 NOVEMBER

SOMERSET WEST 
SATURDAYS FROM 09:00 - 13:00  
21 MAY | 10 SEPTEMBER 
19 NOVEMBER



jOHANNESBURG campus bATTLE OF THE BANDS
A REVIEW BY ONE OF OUR JUDGES - SOPHIA ENGELBRECHT, EDITOR AT 
ALT.SA MAGAZINE
Last week I had the privilege of being a judge at the Oakfields College Battle of 
the Bands. Competitions like these are a dime a dozen in Gauteng but it’s always 
entertaining and very informative as to the level of talent we have in this country. 
So there I went…Boksburg was waiting in all its muscle and mullet glory!
It was my first time at Gig Tyd and, I have to say, it’s an impressive venue. But I’m 
not writing a gig review and I’m not even going to go into the bands that played 
that night – this is a shameless Oakfields College punt. And, after reading this you’ll 
understand why I think they deserve this write up.
Education is key…blah, blah and blah. We all know that. It’s one thing hitting the 
books but getting your hands dirty with some sweaty experience is another ball 
game. That’s what made this Battle of the Bands stand out from others.
Firstly, six PR students organised this event – we’re talking booking the venue, 
getting the bands, finding the judges, advertising and even raising funds to pay 
people, and I’m sure the list goes on.
It was a Wednesday evening and the place was packed! I might even have felt a 
little jealous at the turn-out because I’ve been to gigs in Joburg on Wednesdays 
and if five people showed up – it was a party – all be it a boring one. Now, I’m not 
sure if people in Boksburg just like to go out on school nights and that’s why the 
place was buzzing or if it was the awesome job done by the PR students…I’m going 
to go with the PR students.
They really advertised this event brilliantly and they can be proud of what they’ve 
accomplished. I’d hire them. Yes, I might have a soft spot for them because they 
treated me like a celebrity and carried the judges on their hands the whole evening 
but isn’t that part of their job? A job well done.
Secondly, the sound. It’s difficult to get a good sound engineer – a qualified sound 
engineer that is, and not just someone who plays/ed in a band and now somehow 
thinks he’s just the guy to do sound. Nuh uh. I don’t have enough fingers to count 
the gigs with bad sound I’ve been to in the last few months. The distortion, the 
feedback, the noise…
Enter eleven second-year sound students who my ears want to thank. It was easy 
to judge the bands because the sound was done so well. There were little to no 
hiccups while the bands were playing and those that happened were the band’s 
fault (cupping the mic or pointing the mic to the monitors, etc). Organising the 
sound at the Oakfields College Battle of the Bands was part of the students’ yearly 
marked practical and I think they all passed with flying colours.
The East Rand campus has been organising this event for the past three years and 
the Pretoria campus has done it for seven years. It’s great! Not only does it give PR 
students and sound students the opportunity to get a real life feel for what they’re 
studying, it also gives bands the chance to get on stage and get some feedback. 
Judging was challenging. You don’t want to discourage a band with talent but you 
also don’t want to encourage a band with none. I’m glad to say that out of the five 
bands, only one left me shaking my head in a please-stop kind of way. The rest 
have potential to make it and that is exciting.

3rd Year Showcase
At the end of every year our third year students have the opportunity to perform 
a selection of their best singing, dancing and acting pieces for some of our 
country’s top agents, producers, directors, choreographers and acclaimed industry 
professionals. This third year showcase serves as an annual platform for our final 
year students to demonstrate the various skills they have learnt at the end of their 
training and provide them with the necessary exposure to be scouted by leading 
industry professionals.  Out of fifteen of our 2015 third year students, fourteen 
have signed with SA’s best agents including: 4th Wall Management, Viclectic Artist 
Management, Artist Connection and Contractors Artist. Only one student (Mervyn 
Bartholomew) has chosen not to sign with an agent as he has secured a professional 
performance contract for entertainment work in North Korea. In other words: ALL 
our third years who were hoping to get agents have been scouted and signed before 
they graduated! That’s a 100% success rate.



The play that goes wrong
Our Pretoria drama students showcased their 
talent with their final end of year production in 
October. ‘The Play That Goes Wrong’ is a farcical 
comedy where everything (literally everything) 
goes wrong. Students really had a blast performing 
and really gave this show their all! Audience 
members loved the show and laughed the whole 
way through. Well done to the students for all your 
hard work and commitment. 

Somerset West open day
Oakfields College Somerset West had our first Open Day in late 
November 2015. We welcomed prospective students and their parents 
to our campus on a bright and beautiful Saturday.

Staff showed off our beautiful campus to prospective students and 
family members. The ample, safe parking and large green campus 
was a winner with visitors from near and far. 

We look forward to welcoming you in the future.

Photo-booth Fun at our open day

Pretoria campus bATTLE OF THE BANDS
The annual Battle of the Bands on 10 September 2015 was hosted 
by Oakfields College Pretoria. The event showcased highly talented 
bands. The competition was tight with music for everyone’s taste. 
The Battle of the Bands is a collaboration between the PR and event 
management students, sound engineering second-year students and 
photography students. The PR and event management students were 
responsible for organising the entire event, from liaising the venue to 
finding sponsors. The sound engineering second year students were 
responsible for setting up and mixing of sound and the lighting which 
added the ambience to the event. The evening was a great success with 
bands and audience alike enjoying every minute of it. Not only was this 
event an actual assignment for the students but also presented an 
opportunity for raising money for charity. 
The bands that competed were:
Skinny Sunrise
Dexterity
The Simpaticos
Beautiful Something
Judah and the Next Generation
The event was held at Rafters Pub and Grill in Pretoria East. The 
winner of the event was Beautiful Something. Well done to the second 
year sound engineering students and the PR and event management 
students for a great night of fun. 



Johannesburg campus
Tel 010 591 7314

E-MAIL jhb@oakfieldscollege.co.za

Pretoria campus
Tel 012 361 0416

E-MAIL info@oakfieldscollege.co.za

www.oakfieldscollege.co.za

somerset west campus
Tel: 021 850 0383 

E-MAIL cape@oakfieldscollege.co.za

Pretoria campus Fashion Show
The annual Oakfields College Pretoria Fashion Show was held on Tuesday 27 October 
at the beautiful Lombardy Hotel and Conference Centre. The public relations and 
events students worked very hard setting up the décor for the event and the sound 
engineering students set up the stage, lighting and sound equipment. The make-
up students made-up the models beautifully and the photography students took 
photos on the evening. The students displayed their garments that they worked so 
hard on throughout the year. The first years displayed their eccentric designs and 
the winner for the first year category was Natasha Coetsee.  The second years had 
to design a range of garments for their open range as well as the show stoppers; 
their wedding dresses.   The winner of the second year category was Michelle du 
Toit.  Well done to all the girls on your outstanding work.  You make us very proud! 
The bar for next year's students has been raised and we cannot wait to see what 
is to come.

johannesburg campus 
Fashion Show
The Johannesburg campus held their 
fashion show on Thursday 29 October 
at the Mandeville Sports Club. The 
public relations and events students 
were responsible for organising the 
whole event. It was a glamourous affair 
and the fashion students' creations 
were beautiful. You could see how 
much work they had put in during 
the year. There was so much talent 
showcased on the night that we are 
excited to see what the future of the 
fashion industry holds.
The first year winner was Tebogo Ratau. 
The second year winner was Ladine 
Mbuli. Well done girls!

winner ANNOUNCED
Congratulations Lungile Twala for being 
awarded the prestigious, three year, 
Oakfields College bursary to study 
dance and musical theatre. Lungile 

has studied dance 
under acclaimed 
professional Lucia 
Cunningham. Lungile 
also passed matric 
with four distinctions 
– including one for 
dance. 

spring braais
The spring braais at each of the campuses are always a highlight of the social 
calendar at Oakfields College 

SIX characters in search 
of an author
The drama students from the Johannesburg 
campus held their final production at the National 
School of the Arts Theatre to rave reviews. 
They performed the absurdist play, Six Characters 
in Search of an Author. It is a stage comedy in 
which the performers include persons who say 
they are characters from an unfinished play. This 
caused great confusion with the other characters 
in the story but was a lot of fun.  


