
23 August 2020 Year A

READINGS: Sunday Missal (Year A) Pg 550
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Your love, O Lord, is eternal, discard not the work of your hands
READINGS FOR THE WEEK: MON 24 August 2020 - SAT 29  August 2020
MON: Revelation 21:9b-14, John 1:45-51 TUE: 2 Thessalonians 2:1-3a, 14-17, Matthew 23:23-26 WED: 2 
Thessalonians 3:6-10, 16-18, Matthew 23:27-32 THU: 1 Corinthians 1:1-9, Matthew 24:42-51 FRI: First 
Corinthians 1: 17-25, Matthew 25: 1-13 SAT: First Corinthians 1: 26-31, Mark 6: 17-29

  You may wish to continue to participate in the online Masses available. Let us 
continue to pray for the alleviation of the global C-19 situation.

During this period, our office staff will be working from home. If you have any 
enquries, you can still call the office number or email to us.

Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time

Church of Saints Peter and Paul

Celebrate Mass online
with us every Sunday.

Twenty-First Sunday
in Ordinary Time

22 August 2020 • 5.30pm

https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/ https://www.youtube.com/c/ChurchofSaintsPeterandPaulSG



Twenty-First Sunday of Ordinary Time – 23 Aug 2020

Keys are central to readings for the Twenty-First Sunday of Ordinary Time. The first reading from 
Isaiah offers the story of the faithful servant Eliakim, who will be given the keys for his master’s palace. 
Paul’s brief reading from the Letter to the Romans is a moving prayer filled with awe at the depth and 
unknowing ways of our Lord. In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus asks his followers what people are saying 
about him. Then he asks the real question, “Who do you say I am?” Peter’s direct answer, “You are the 
Christ” prompts Jesus’ reply that Peter would be given the keys to the kingdom of heaven and would be 
the rock upon which his church would be built.

Monday is the Feast of St. Bartholomew, Apostle. Thursday is the Memorial of Saint Monica. Friday is 
the Memorial of Monica’s son, Saint Augustine, bishop and doctor of the Church. Saturday is the 
Memorial of the Martyrdom of Saint John the Baptist, with its own readings.

For the first reading we begin with a few selections from the Second Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians 
and then we move to readings from the First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians for the next several weeks.

We continue to reflect on Jesus’ words from Matthew’s Gospel Jesus condemns the ways of the 
Pharisees, calling them hypocrites, “blind guides” and “whitened tombs:” “on the outside you appear 
righteous, but inside you are filled with hypocrisy and evildoing.” In contrast to the ways of the 
hypocrites, Jesus tells his disciples to “Stay awake!” We are called to be faithful and prudent servants, 
stewards of what our Master has entrusted to us. If we are this kind of disciples, we will be blessed. 
Then he tells them the Parable of the talents. A master goes off on a journey, entrusting his wealth to 
three servants. Two invest the money and earn twice as much for their master. The third, out of fear and 
laziness, won’t take any risks and buries his master’s wealth, which was entrusted to him.

Our week ends as we look to the Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time. We see a glimpse of the 
Prophet Jeremiah who understands the pain of following the Lord and decides not to speak the Lord’s 
name again, “but then it becomes like fire burning in my heart.” Paul’s letter to the Romans encourages 
those ancient Romans - and us - not to conform to this age but to discern the will of God. In Matthew’s 
Gospel, Jesus corrects his disciples’ resistance to his own passion and death, telling them that if they try 
to save their lives, they’ll lose them. “Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself, take up his 
cross, and follow me.”

Daily Prayer This Week

Like physical exercises, which build strength and stamina, these exercises for finding intimacy with 
God in our everyday lives involve a practice regime. Nobody ever got good at soccer or baseball, 
running or dancing without careful practice that becomes a habit, a way of life. And, no one even 
attempts such a regimen without great desire. The same is true with getting good at having a 
relationship with our Lord. It takes great desire to sustain a routine of reflection and affective, intimate 
conversation. Such prayerful focus and connectedness takes discipline, but it quickly becomes natural. 
And, the rewards are phenomenal.

We can practise this week by asking ourselves some deep questions in the background of our life each 
day. Beginning each day by briefly expressing a desire to be more self-aware and transparent with our 
Lord, we can ask ourselves some probing questions.

In what ways am I a hypocrite? How do I use a double standard - harsher on others than I am on myself? 
How do I like to appear as a religious person, but actually lack mercy and deeds of charity? Am I a good 
steward of the gifts with which God has entrusted me?

As I grow in the ability to reflect throughout the day, I might try to recognise my inner spirit, my 
attitudes, the ways I respond. It is a way of staying alert and it places me with my Lord in conversation, 
in the background as I make decisions, as I experience my reactions to events and people. Sometimes, 
I might just be saying “Thank you, Lord,” expressing gratitude for what I’ve been given. At other times, 
that will quickly turn to a reflection on how I will be a good steward of those gifts. Hearing the readings 
this week, I might want to monitor how my fears or my laziness might prevent me from being bold 
about using the gifts the Lord has given me to build up the Kingdom in my world.

Preparing for celebrating God’s love on Sunday, I can focus on the readings for and wonder at how the 
fire burns in my own heart. I can ponder the question Jesus asks me: What good would it do to gain the 
whole world but lose my very self?

Help me Lord to hear your word to me, even when it challenges me. Open my heart and guide me to use 
my talents to serve you. Teach me to be generous, Lord.

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries web 
site:http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html
Used with permission.

Reflection

After much procrastination, I sat down to pray with today’s readings and then write this reflection.  I 
wasn’t resistant, so to speak, but distracted with life things, and it was past the deadline for submission.  
I invite you into my journey of reflection.

My first thought was, “This will be easy.”  It is always good to reflect on the question Jesus poses “Who 
do you say I am?”  But something in me wouldn’t let me get away with the “easy out” this time.  I sat 
some more, reflected some more, read again.  I saw a couple links between the reading from Isaiah and 
Matthew and I was off and writing.

First, in Matthew’s story, we read how Peter is chosen by Jesus to be the foundation of his church.  Jesus 
doesn’t just say to Peter, “I choose you.” He chooses him because he has been gifted with revelation.  
Peter has been given blessings and gifts to be the foundation.  Secondly, in Isaiah, Eliakim is being 
chosen.  He is being chosen and gifted to replace Shebna who was exploiting his position for personal 
gain.  Noticing this link felt like an invitation to ask “How am I chosen?  What gifts have I been given 
and how am I called to use them?”

I then circled around and reflected more on “Who do you say that I am?”  I realised that I was being 
invited to reflect on this and notice that the answer to the question “Who do you say that I am?” can 
help me grow in understanding of who I am called to be.  The more I seek to know God more fully, the 
more I enter into deeper relationship, the more clearly I know myself.  The opposite is also true.  The 
more I dig deep into who I am at my core, find my voice, the more fully I will know who and how God 
is.  This is a “both/and” invitation.  I was ready to write this out.  But, apparently God wasn’t finished 
yet.  I heard a further invitation in my prayer.  Something like – why don’t you actually do this – reflect 
on this today.  There was a “duh” moment and some more prayer.  What I recognised was that I have 
been so distracted by life I was wondering if it was time to take a break from writing these reflections.  
I love doing it, but time, energy and inspiration seem to be waning.  But I took a look at my process this 
morning and words were flying out, my paper was covered with scribbles like I couldn’t write fast 
enough.  I realised I was having an experience of “being gifted” with the thoughts and words to say.  In 
a small way, maybe I have been gifted and chosen to write this reflection.  Humbling.  What does that 

tell me about who I say God/Jesus is?  God is the provider of inspiration, always present, cheering for 
me, loving me, using me.  Again, humbling. 

So, in summary, if you are still with me, the invitations I hear today are to reflect on the questions:  Who do 
you say I (Jesus) am?  Really, deeply, honestly?  Where and how does God choose and gift me this day?

Source: https://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/082320.html
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Talk by Fr. Edward Lim, OCD

23 August 2020, 12.30pm

Part Two

Join us online with the link below: 

https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/ https://tinyurl.com/yc9tnvqu
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Church of Saints Peter and Paul presents
A Series of Carmelite Spirituality Talks



https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/https://tinyurl.com/yc9tnvqu

将通过以下 Facebook 与 Youtube 链接播放。

8月23日，星期六，早上10时

请点击链接观看。别忘了与其他教友朋友分享。

请订阅我们的 Youtube 频道，并在我们的 

Facebook 专页点赞，可获得堂区资讯与信息。



To make MASS OFFERINGS during this
Circuit Breaker period

To make contributions to the CHURCH:

To make contributions to the
CARMELITE FRIARS (SINGAPORE)LTD:

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)
Step 1: Make contribution via PayNow using

Parish UEN: T08CC4023DP2A
For PayNow Reference, please state “Mass Stipend –

<Your Name>”. Make a screenshot of the PayNow transaction.

Step 2: Email to sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg
with subject title: Mass Offering. 

Please state in email: Date of Mass, Name of the Person the Mass
is intended for,the Intention, Your Name (as the requester),

Your Contact Number.
Please include the screenshot of the PayNow Transaction.

Method 2: via Cheque
On a piece of paper, please state: Date of Mass, Name of the 

Person the Mass is intended for, the Intention, Your Name
(as the requester), Your Contact Number. 

Please crossed cheque and make cheque payable to
“Church of Saints Peter and Paul”

Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street Singapore 188551.

(Mass offering contribution/stipend is $10 per Mass per name)

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)
Please refer to the images for instructions.

Parish UEN: T08CC4023DP2A

Method 2: via Cheque
Please crossed cheque and make cheque payable to

“Church of Saints Peter and Paul”
Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street Singapore 188551. 

via PayNow (online transfer)
Please refer to the images for instructions.

UEN: 201706443H

Please DO NOT mail cash.





Join us online with the link below: 

The Holy Infant Jesus of Prague 
Novena Devotion 

You can send in your petitions and thanksgiving letters
to the email below

Every Thursday
10.00am 

spp.sg.ijdevotion@gmail.com

http://www.youtube.com/c/ChurchofSaintsPeterandPaulSG
https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/



Bring along
valid identification

Verification of
Mass booking

through MARS

Safe entry and
check temperature

Check-Out and
DO NOT gather
in church after mass

scan
QR code

at the pew
Adhere to
safe distancing
and DO NOT
change your seat

Wear
your mask
at all times

Follow 
directional signs
and instructions

DO NOT
SIT HERE

CHECK-IN

CHECK-OUT

bit.ly/sppctr Contact
Tracing

These measures are in accordance to MCCY guidlines and may be changed based on government advisory and COVID-19 situation.

As we prepare to return back to church for Mass,
be patient and follow the safety measures and

the instructions from our volunteers.

https://mycatholic.sg/schedule

Church of
Saints Peter and Paul



CHURCH OF SAINTS PETER AND PAUL has Purchased a Gift For You!. Enjoy a 
free subscription to formed.org - an incredible online gateway to the best 
Catholic resources for children and adults! It’s EASY and FREE to Register! Go to 
sppchurch.formed.org. See that the name of Church is stated there. Click “Next”. 
Enter your name, email address and click “Sign Up”. You’re are ready to enjoy 
You’re ready to enjoy the inspiring and engaging content on FORMED! FORMED 
app is also available for download from Google Play or Apple App Store!

FORMED provides the very best Catholic content from more than 60 organizations

to help parishes, families and individuals explore their faith anywhere.

Supporting thousands of movies, children’s programs, ebooks, audio, parish

programs and studies direct to your browser, mobile or connected device.

Watch, listen and read,
anywhere, anytime.



A Call to Share in God's Plan - The work of a Catechist is truly God's work. 
Because of this, a Catechist is called, not just to teach, but to partake in the mission 
of God to bring Christ's light to all. We ask for prayers that more people will respond 
to this calling and the grace for us to seek out the right catechists. If any of you feel 
called or would like to discern your call, please contact Elisa & Nicolette email: 
sppccdministry@gmail.com



SPP Columbarium - To all the niche applicants & other person  concerned. The 
Parish Building is closed to the public for extensive renovation works which will 
include the columbarium. For the safety of the public, the columbarium will be 
closed. Subsequent niche blessings and internment of urns will take place on 
Saturdays (1.00pm to 3.00pm), on appointment basis only. 

Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i) Church of Sts Peter & Paul - for contributions/donations for general maintenance of  
 our Church and Mass offerings; 
(ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd - for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and
 Community;
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter) - for donations to the Society of St Vincent
 de Paul for the poor and needy.

Parish Priest: Rev Fr EDWARD LIM, OCD, Asst Parish Priest: Rev Fr THOMAS LIM 
OCD, Priests in Residence: Rev Fr TOM CURRAN, OCD Parish Secretariat: Jannie Lui, 
Liturgical Co-ordinator: Alex Wong, alexdominic@gmail.com

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be 
administered from 5.00pm - 5.20pm on weekdays and Saturday at the confessionals at 
the baptistery (back of the church). On Sunday, it will be available 30 minutes before 
each mass.

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm

Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday)

Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English),

  2.00pm (Cantonese), 4.00pm (English)

Weekday Masses : 7.20am and 5.30pm

Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday)

Infant Jesus Devotion : 5.30pm (Thursday, followed by Mass)

Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) 

Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday)

Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily

Secretariat’s Operating Hours : Mon - CLOSED, Tues to Fri - 9.30am - 6.30pm, Sat & Sun - 9.00am - 1.00pm

Lunch hours : 1.15am - 2.15pm. Closed on Public Holidays.

Columbarium Opening Hours : Please refer to SPP Columbarium announcement stated above.

Church of Saints Peter & Paul: 225-A Queen Street, Singapore 188551
Tel: +65 6337 2585   Fax: +65 6334 5414   email: sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg   www.sppchurch.org.sg

SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE


