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Welcome to the Full Circle Newsletter 

The TWAR Steering Committee Will Soon Develop Their 2022 Priority Document 
Every year the Tribal Waste & Response Steering Committee develops their Priority Document, 
which looks at Superfund, solid waste, emergency response, UST, Federal Facility, and 
brownfield issues affecting Tribal Nations and Native Villages. The finished document is shared 
with both senior managers at US EPA’s Office of Land and Emergency Management, the 
National Tribal Caucus, and the chairs of other Tribal Partnership Groups.  
 
The document is highly valued by US EPA, and is shared well beyond OLEM staff. It has had 
significant effects on how US EPA operates, and has also assisted other Tribal groups in their 
own deliberations. The members take this annual task very seriously, and spend a lot of time 
talking with their colleagues at other Tribes as they begin their work. They also meet with US 
EPA staff from various offices to discuss previous year’s priorities, and receive written reports 
on progress made to address them.  
 
Obviously, our ongoing pandemic has created its own challenges for this process, but the TWAR 
SC has certainly adapted! While working on the 2021 Priority Document they met virtually a 
total of nine times in five months, from November 2020 through March 2021, to develop the 
2021 Priority Document and meet with US EPA OLEM office staff. After the document was 
released in April, they held an additional seven follow up meetings with various media 
specialists at US EPA and were also invited to present on their work at numerous RTOC 
meetings.  
 
There is another critical element of this process though: and that is you! The TWAR SC 
members want to know your thoughts on the priorities they are putting in the final document. 
They have an online feedback tool on their website. You can pick and choose what sections you 
want to comment on. But they do want to hear your thoughts.  
 
You can visit http://www7.nau.edu/itep/main/twarsc/PriorityDocument/, where you can read 
the current and past documents, and click on the “feedback” link to share your thoughts.  
 
 

Save the Date for the 2022 Tribal Lands and Environment Forum 
We’re all keeping our fingers crossed, but plans are well underway for the 2022 TLEF – which 
will be in-person, in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. It will be a week earlier than normal, so the dates 
are August 8-11, 2022. Obviously, it is challenging planning such an event while we are still 
facing so many issues in the pandemic. And we don’t want to lose some of the real benefits we 
discovered putting on two virtual TLEFs, such as session recordings people could access later 
and the significantly increased accessibility for people. (For example, we had over 900 people 
attend the 2021 virtual TLEF, many of whom find it hard to travel in the best of times.) So, we 
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are working on making the 2022 TLEF a hybrid event of sorts, accessible to both those who can 
travel safely and those who cannot.  
 
We are also thrilled that we have a new Senior Event Coordinator who has joined our team. 
Julie Sokol brings decades of experience planning and managing conferences, and also a deep 
passion for ITEP’s mission. She’s already working with (and impressing!) the Waste & Response 
Team. More details will be coming soon, and we really look forward to seeing you in 2022! 

 
America Recycles Day 
Our friends at WasteDive reached out to recycling operations around the country for this year’s 
America Recycles Day. They interviewed people serving often overlooked populations, like 
multifamily dwellings, islands, rural areas, and Tribes. Two of our colleagues – from the Yurok 
Tribe and the Wyandotte Nation –  were featured in this terrific series! 
 
This special series of interviews was just published today, so be sure and visit 
https://www.wastedive.com/news/american-recycling-nycha-seattle-wyandotte-yurok-orcas-
honolulu/609994/ and learn about how they have been continuing their recycling operations 
during these challenging times.  
 
 

Solid Waste Code and Ordinance Training in 2022 
We are very thankful to all those dedicated Tribal professionals who have gone through the last 
four cohorts as part of our Development and Implementation of Tribal Solid Waste Codes and 
Ordinance Trainings. And before too long we’ll be welcoming our fifth cohort! 
 
We’ll be sending out applications to participate in this comprehensive training, which we are 
doing in cooperation with the Indian Health Service and US EPA. But in the meantime, if you 
are interested in developing your own community-specific solid waste codes, save the dates of 
February 7-10, March 9, and April 18-21, 2022. This course will be virtual, and will include 
online assignments and a follow-up workshop that focuses on the writing and implementation 
of effective tribal solid waste codes.  
 
More information will be coming soon, so keep an eye on your inbox! 
 
 

Terrific Trainings, Webinars, and Opportunities Coming Up! 
We learned about this upcoming virtual conference from TWAR SC member Kori Eileen. The 
American Bar Association is hosting their National Environmental Enforcement Conference 
December 14 and 15. If you work in enforcement issues go here to learn more about attending: 
https://web.cvent.com/event/04331c7d-9df2-4145-ba86-
813feffad5aa/websitePage:645d57e4-75eb-4769-b2c0-f201a0bfc6ce.  
 

On America Recycles Day, November 15, the US EPA released part one of their National 
Recycling Strategy. You can read this, and about other initiatives on their America Recycles 
page here: https://www.epa.gov/recyclingstrategy.  
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One bit of bright news we’ve had lately is the passage of the Infrastructure Act! The US EPA 
invites you to read their fact sheet on this historical deal. 

 

Center for Domestic Preparedness: 7th Annual Tribal Nations Training Week starts November 
18 (2:00-3:00 ET). Are you looking for advanced, hands-on emergency response training 
opportunities specifically for Tribal Nations? On November 18th you will learn more about 
tribal training opportunities offered through the Center for Domestic Preparedness (CDP) and 
its partners. The CDP will host the 7th Annual Tribal Nations Training Week during the week of 
March 5 - 12, 2022 on the CDP campus in Anniston, AL. This unique training opportunity is 
completely funded for state, local, tribal and territorial emergency responders to include 
roundtrip airfare, meals, lodging, training and any equipment required during training. Register 
here.  
 
Have you checked out the Seminole Tribe of Florida’s Native Learning Center yet? It is packed 
full of useful information and events, especially when it comes to finding grant opportunities 
for Tribes! You’ll want to visit https://www.nativelearningcenter.com/grant-opportunities/.  
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