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The Harvard University Archives, the oldest and largest academic archives in the
nation, holds some of the most significant archives at the University. Documenting over
380 years of intellectual, cultural, and social life at Harvard and providing perspectives
on key events, social movements, and research influencing national and international
history, the Archives’ collections range from the University’s founding documents such
as the Charter of 1650 to 20th and 21st century faculty archives, including those of the
astronomer Annie Jump Cannon and philosopher John Rawls.

Working with a collection of 19th century china, this Fellowship will focus on the
intersection of material culture and the archival record in documenting Harvard’s
history. The outcome will be an historical guide to the collection with descriptions and
photographs of the objects, as well as the creation of protective enclosures for
long-term storage and preservation.

This project is an opportunity for a Pforzheimer Fellow to assume the roles of archivist,
curator, and historian as they work with a collection of 19th century pottery. Such
material is often held by museums and historical societies as examples of decorative
arts or memorabilia. In this case, the collection exemplifies the intersection of material
culture and the archival record in documenting Harvard history.



The Harvard University Archives holds a substantial collection of ceramic pieces, some
of which is Staffordshire crockery used in campus dining halls during the early 19th
century and unearthed during construction projects in Harvard Yard during the early
20th century. Other items were produced in collaboration with Wedgwood and other
potteries as commemorative pieces for sale to Harvard alumni and tourists.

The Archives has collected these objects as part of its mission to capture a
comprehensive record of life at Harvard, from paper documents to three-dimensional
objects that have formed part of the University's social and cultural environs. The
variety of the pieces in this collection, including plates, cups, and candlesticks,
demonstrates how china and crockery were used in daily life at the College and how
they later served to maintain connections to Harvard.

As research interest in material culture has grown, the Archives' so-called china
collection has received increasing use. Three pieces are currently on display in
Resetting the Table: Food and Our Changing Tastes, an exhibition curated by
Professor Joyce Chaplin at Harvard’s Peabody Museum of Archaeology & Ethnology.

The Archives seeks to achieve two goals: 1) to improve the description of and access to
the earliest pieces in the collection and 2) to upgrade housing and storage to improve
physical access while ensuring long-term preservation. The project will involve the
following tasks:

1. Surveying and inventorying the collection
2. Photographing each piece to illustrate its entry in the inventory
3. Housing pieces in protective enclosures for storage and to facilitate safe handling in
research use
4. Preparing an historical essay about the pieces and the collection itself

This project is an opportunity for a Pforzheimer Fellow to learn archival principles and
descriptive methods, preservation and care of artifacts, and to provide an historical
context for a collection that combines a documentary and tactile record of life at
Harvard two hundred years ago.


