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On January 15, 2014 Nansen Dialogue Centre Skopje through the “Program for building the capacities 
of the Ministry for education and science of R. of Macedonia” financially supported by the Norwegian 
MFA announced an open call for awarding 20 scholarships for training of teachers, professors and 
school collaborators from the primary and secondary education. The interest of the teachers for the 
Training program has increased, and on the last open call for applications NDC Skopje received a high 
volume of applications which was a pleasant turnout. 

20 scholarships were awarded for the basic level training within the Training Centre - Nansen model 
for integrated education.  

NDC Skopje announced the list of selected candidates - recipients of full scholarships for participation 
at the basic level training for the Nansen model for integrated education on February 1, 2014 and the 
participants started the basic level training on February 14, 2014. 

20 scholarships awarded for basic level 
training on integrated education
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nCPd representatives visit ndC skopje 
On January 22, 2014 the President of the Board of the Nansen Center for Peace and Dialogue Mr. 
Sigmund Hagen together with the Director of NCPD Ms. Ingunn Skurdal from Lilehammer, Norway, 
visited the first integrated primary and secondary schools in Preljubishte, Jegunovce Municipality. 
Afterwards, the NCPD representatives visited the premises of NDC Skopje where they attended 
presentations prepared by the NDC Skopje Executive Director Sasho Stojkovski, Project Manager 
Veton Zekolli, Manager for education, training and development Biljana Krsteska- Papic and PR 
Coordinator Mirlinda Alemdar. The purpose of the visit was to get informed about the NDC Skopje 
program activities in the field of integrated education as well as discuss future plans for collaboration 
between the two organizations.

On January 23, 2014 the representatives from the Nansen Center for peace and dialogue Mr. 
Sigmund Hagen and Ms. Ingunn Skurdal from Lilehammer, Norway, accompanied by NDC Skopje 
Project Manager Mr. Veton Zekolli and Coordinator for education Ms. Sonaj Bilal visited the primary 
school Slavcho Stojmenski in Vinica Municipality which is one of the schools that applies the Nansen 
model for integrated education. The representatives attended one integrated extracurricular activity 
implemented by the teachers included in the project Ms. Shenaj Amedova and Ms. Sanja Smilanska 
and afterwards met with the school Director Mr. Jordan Stojanov.
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Partnership agreement signed with 
tetovo Municipality 
On January 23, 2014 Nansen Dialogue Centre Skopje signed a partnership agreement with Municipality 
of Tetovo in order to establish future collaboration within the project Nansen model for integrated 
education implemented in the VSS Mosha Pijade, Tetovo i.e. in the dispersed classes in Preljubishte, 
Jegunovce Municipality. The agreement was signed by the Mayor of Tetovo, Ms. Teuta Arifi and NDC 
Skopje Executive Director, Mr. Sasho Stojkovski. 

On the event were also present the Head of the education department within Tetovo Municipality 
Mr. Ahmed Qazimi, the Director of the VSS Mosha Pijade Mr. Boris Stojanovski and NDC Skopje 
representatives Ms. Biljana Krsteska - Papic, Ms Anica Onosimoska and Ms. Mirlinda Alemdar. The 
Mayor of Tetovo Ms. Arifi expressed her support for the project Nansen model for integrated education 
implemented in the Tetovo area and discussed the future plans and opportunities regarding the NDC 
Skopje project.
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new semester of integrated activities 
starts in the nansen model schools
On February 6, 2014 the schools that implement the Nansen model for integrated education started 
with the second semester of regular integrated extracurricular activities according the annual 
programs drafted by NDC Skopje. The preparations for these activities also included the drafting of 
the new monthly displays that announce the planned activities.
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ndC skopje published the third Manual for nMIe 
implementers titled “Forms of collaboration with parents” 

On February 18, 2014 NDC Skopje published the third edition of the Manual for teachers, this time 
covering the broad topic of collaboration with parents in schools. 

The purpose of this Manual is to provide practical guidance, recommendations as well as tips for 
developing a constructive communication and collaboration with the parents and families of the 
students - as important supporters and promoters of the Nansen model for integrated education. 

While drafting this Manual, the NDC Skopje team for education, training and development has put a 
particular accent towards offering multiple successful models and methods of sensitizing the parents 
and the families for the important role of open communication and collaboration among parents from 
various ethnic backgrounds. 

The Manual features multiple positive examples of successful collaboration between the students, 
parents and the school derived from the schools which have successfully implemented the Nansen 
model for integrated education.
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On February 17, 2014 the NDC Skopje representatives Sasho Stojkovski, Veton Zekolli and Mirlinda 
Alemdar participated as guest speakers at the seminar titled “Peace and politics” held at the 
Lillehammer University College. Under the topic “Inte-grated education in the political context of 
Macedonia” NDC Skopje representatives presented the program for Dialogue and Reconciliation and 
the Nansen model for integrated education. 

During the seminar, the participants had the opportunity to attend the following presentations: “The 
Nansen approach“ - presentation by Ingunn Skurdal, Director of the Nansen Centre for peace and 
dialogue, “What is International Studies with History” - presentation by Kirsti Stuvoy, Associate Professor 
and Head of section International studies with history, “Olympic Games and Humanitarian Ideas” - 
presentation by Alexis Lyras, Research Fellow Georgetown University, Special advisor to the International 
Olympic Academy. The seminar was attended by a group of students and the academic staff from the 
Lillehammer University College.

Peace and politics seminar in 
Lillehammer, norway
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The 2014 Forum was comprised of four different events:  March 1: Faith and Peace Day, March 7: Law 
and Business Day, March 8: Science and Health Day and March 9: Global Day.

Mr. Steinar Bryn participated at the forum’s Faith and Peace Day, and other speakers in the program 
included His Holiness the Dalai Lama and Sister Helen Prejean. Prof. Bryn shared his concerns about 
the state of peacebuilding today, arguing that the money going into it is not well spent without 
serious focus on dialogue and reconciliation. Mr.Bryn also shared his most important lessons learned 
from facilitating more than 300 dialog seminars between potential leaders from divided communities. 

The focus was put on understanding the essence of dialogue and how to tackle the greatest 
challenges for a facilitator. The session was streamed as a Google Hangout and NDC Skopje Project 
Manager Veton Zekolli joined the session from Skopje, Macedonia. Mr. Zekolli shared the experience 
and perspectives of Nansen dialogue Centre Skopje regarding the dialogue the challenges and 
successes of the dialogue and reconciliation process as well as the influence of the established links 
and collaboration with the Nansen Academy in Lillehammer, Norway. 

Participation at the nobel Peace Prize Forum

On March 1st, 2014 nDc Skopje 
had the honor to participate at the 
session led by prof. Steinar Bryn 
at the nobel Peace Prize Forum in 
Minneapolis. 
The 26th annual nobel Peace Prize 
Forum took place on March 1st 
and 7-9 in Minneapolis, on the 
campuses of augsburg college 
and the University of Minnesota 
West Bank.



SCHooL / YEAr GrouP ACTIvITY DATE

Primary school Shemshovo / Fridtjof Nansen - 
Jegunovce, Macedonia (5th grade) Extracurricular activity “Building Bridges” February 

28th 

Secondary school Mosha Pijade / Fridtjof Nansen - 
Jegunovce, Macedonia (3rd and 4th year) IIEW 2014 motto through graffiti February 

28th

Primary school Kiril i Metodij - Sveti Nikole, 
Macedonia (2nd, 3rd and 4th grade) Extracurricular activity “Connecting traditions through bridges” March 1st 

Primary school Rajko Zhinzifov / Ismail Qemali- 
Skopje, Macedonia (1st grade) Designing postcards with bridges March 3rd 

Primary school Rajko Zhinzifov/ Ismail Qemali - 
Skopje, Macedonia (3rd grade) Extracurricular activity “The Stone bridge as a symbol of connection” March 3rd

Primary school Rajko Zhinzifov / Ismail Qemali - 
Skopje, Macedonia (1st grade) Extracurricular activity “Messages of peace” March 3rd

Primary school Rajko Zhinzifov / Ismail Qemali - 
Skopje, Macedonia (1st grade) Extracurricular activity “rainbow bridge” March 3rd

Primary school Rajko Zhinzifov and PS Blaze 
Koneski - Veles, Macedonia (4th and 5th grade) Students performance “Building friendship bridges” March 3rd

Primary school Kliment Ohridski - Bitola, 
Macedonia (1st grade) Sports activities with messages for peace March 3rd

Primary school Kiril i Metodija - Prilep, Macedonia 
(6th to 9th grade) Art exhibition with the theme “Building bridges” March 3rd

Primary school Marshal Tito - Strumica, Macedonia 
(4th grade)

Extracurricular activity: 
Artistic school displays “Connection bridges” March 4th 

Primary school Nikola Karev - Krusevo, Macedonia 
(1st to 9th grade) 

All day event with traditional Macedonian, Albanian and vlach food 
and costume fair and exhibitions   March 4th

Primary school Kole Nedelkovski - Skopje, 
Macedonia (6th to 9th grade)

Exhibition of old photography’s
“The Stone bridge through the history” March 4th

Primary school Slavcho Stojmenski - Vinica, 
Macedonia (1st to fifth grade) Students music choreography March 5th

Primary school Vancho Prke - Delchevo, 
Macedonia (6th grade) recital show “Building bridges” March 5th

Primary school Vancho Prke - Delchevo, 
Macedonia (2nd  grade) Extracurricular activity “Building bridges through tradition” March 5th

Primary school Braka Miladinovci - Skopje, 
Macedonia (1st to 9th grade)

open exhibition 
“Building bridges through the Nansen model for integrated education” March 5th

Primary school Sande Shterjoski - Kicevo, 
Macedonia (6th and 7th grade)

Choreography, theatre play and displays 
“We are the world, we build bridges” March 5th

Primary school Straso Pindzur - Karbinci, 
Macedonia (6th grade) Students art activities March 5th

Primary school Ilinden - Kriva Palanka, Macedonia 
(3rd grade) Students and teachers teambuilding performance March 5th

Secondary school Niko Nestor - Struga, 
Macedonia (1st to 4th year)

Art exhibition featuring multiple techniques on the theme 
“Building bridges” March 5th

Primary school Rajko Zhinzifov / Ismail Qemali- 
Skopje, Macedonia (6th grade) “The Bridge” art installation March 6th 

Primary school Straso Pindzur - Karbinci, 
Macedonia (6th to 9th grade) Presentation of postcards on the theme “Building bridges” March 6th

Primary school Goce Delchev - Konche, 
Macedonia (1st to 5th grade) All week event “Building bridges through art techniques” March 3rd - 

March 7th 

Nansen Dialogue Center Skopje helped schools join the marking of the International Integrated Education 
Week 2014 with the theme “Building Bridges”. This year, IIEW 2014 was marked with 24 events organized in 
21 primary and secondary schools throughout Macedonia. The International integrated education week is an 
annual event where integrated schools have the opportunity to celebrate their integrated ethos. IIEW 2014 
was a great success due to the increased number of schools that joined the celebration. 
The activities took place in the period February 28th – March 7th 2014 with the following schedule:

Celebration of IIeW 2014
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Celebrating the International Integrated education Week 2014 (February 28th – March 7th 2014)
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On March 19, 2014 the students included in the project Nansen model for integrated education together 
with their teachers and parents organized a fundraising event at the school titled “From children to children”. 

The parents helped with preparing delicious homemade desserts and baked specialties and provided fresh 
fruits and other interesting goods, while the students, school staff and administration had the opportunity 
to buy a variety of products during their lunch break. The collected funds will be used to organize and 
educative excursion for the students. 

The event was an excellent opportunity to increase the cooperation between the students, parents and 
the school.

Parent - school cooperation: 
students fundraising event in Ps Marshal tito - strumica 

12



13

The activities were implemented according to the following schedule:

January 9   -  Basic training   -  Group 3, workshop 3
January 10   -  Basic training   -  Group 4, workshop 2
January 16   -  Basic training   -  Group 3, workshop 4
January 17   -  Basic training   -  Group 4, workshop 3
February 11   -  Basic training   -  Group 3, workshop 5
February 14   -  Basic training   -  Group 5, workshop 1
February 17   -  Basic training   -  Group 4, workshop 4
February 21   -  Basic training   -  Group 3, Practical modules 
February 28   -  Basic training   -  Group 4, Practical modules 
March 18   -  Basic training   -  Group 5, workshop 2
March 25   -  Basic training   -  Group 4, workshop 5

The participants will continue to attend the training program during the following months according 
to the projected dynamics. 

training Centre - nansen model for integrated 
education activities (January - March 2014)

During the first three months of 2014, 
three groups of teachers attended 
the basic training cycle for integrated 
education within the nDc Skopje 
Training centre. The Training centre 
activities implemented during this 
period included theoretical and 
practical training from the program. 
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Ms. Biljana Krsteska - Papic presented the positive experience and 
results from the development and implementation of the Nansen 
model for integrated education in Macedonia. 

During the conference, a lecture was presented by prof. Inge Eidsvag 
from the Nansen Academy in Norway on the topic “The role of the 
teachers in the process of education”. The documentary film “Reunion” 
by Jon Haukeland was projected during the last part of the conference 
which was followed by a discussion session led by prof. Steinar Bryn, 
Head of Nansen Dialogue Network and senior adviser at the Nansen 
center for peace and dialogue in Lilehammer, Norway. 

Participation at the “education and dialogue” 
conference in sarajevo, Bosnia and herzegovina  

on March 28, NDC Skopje Manager for 
education, training and development 
Ms. Biljana Krsteska-Papic participated 
at the Conference titled “Education 
and Dialogue” organized by Nansen 
Dialogue Center Sarajevo. 
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Annual external evaluation

The annual external evaluation for 2014 has begun to be conducted during the 
month of March 2014. The evaluation is be carried out by the NDC Skopje external 
evaluators and collaborators prof. Florina Shehu, Ph.D. and prof. Zoran Velkovski, 
Ph.D. The program evaluation is of qualitative character and the primary goal 
is the qualitative assessment of the skills and competences which are gained, 
developed and upgraded by the teachers that are the direct implementers of the 
Nansen model for integrated education. 

The evaluation process will include all the teachers, i.e. all the teachers tandems 
who have continuously promoted the Nansen model for integrated education 
within their groups, classes and schools. The external evaluation is to be completed 
during the end of April 2014, and the result outcomes will demonstrate the role of 
the Nansen model for integrated education in the process of professional upgrade 
and development of the primary and secondary school teachers. 

15
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Aleksandra Kundevska
Teacher at PS Bratstvo - Migjeni, Tetovo 

Multiculturalism and interethnic relations in education represent the basis of 
mutual understanding and building a cohesive society. The students in this 
country should primarily learn to understand, accept and respect the diversities 
within the country so they can be easily integrated in the society. This process 
should start in early age with all the ethnic communities living in a multiethnic 

society. This was my main motive to apply for the basic level training for integrated education 
according to the Nansen model for integrated education. It is an honor and pleasure to be part of 
NDC Skopje Training Centre which enables me to gain new skills and knowledge which I will apply in 
the educational and upbringing process as well as to plan and implement many activities within the 
school. 

The teachers should follow the trends and innovations in the educational system which are the key to 
successful and qualitative education in compliance with the 21st century trends. 

Sihana Kaba – Kasami
Teacher at the PS Kiril i Metodij, Tetovo

We live in a multiethnic country and it is necessary to coexist with all the various 
ethnic communities, starting from the primary education. This can be achieved 
best through multiethnic integration in education, because primary education 
is the basis of the community development. 

NDC Skopje Training Centre is undertaking major steps and a great work. In 
an excellent timing, where very little attention is given to the students’ extracurricular activities, 
the Nansen Training Centre is further developing a new model with contemporary methods and 
techniques and is demonstrating that multiethnic integration can be achieved best through the 
extracurricular activities where students can socialize without barriers. 

During the training program within NDC Skopje Training Centre, we gain new skills which we can 
apply in our working environments and in the communities where we live. The Training Centre staff 
has an excellent professional background and a wonderful qualitative methodology of transferring 
their experience to us. 

It is important to highlight the fact that all the activities which are implemented within the Nansen 
model, support the game method, an element which makes them interesting and desirable for the 
students.  This model provides us various approaches and interesting. This model has proven to be 
successful in the municipalities where it is implemented. I am hopeful that in the near future, the 
Nansen model for integrated education will be an integral part of the teaching curricula in the regular 
teaching process because it is a very effective model for mutual education and cooperation. 

I feel privileged to be part of the Training Centre program within NDC Skopje. 

16
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Daniela Apostolovska
Teacher at PS Bratstvo - Migjeni, Tetovo  

Our multiethnic country represents a great treasure for the entire community. 
The education system should strive towards applying multiculturalism within 
the teaching curricula which represents the basis of acceptance and respect of 
the differences and reducing the stereotypes. 

It is the duty of the teachers as the main moving force of change- to provide 
opportunities for the students to accept the different cultures from the earliest age, and to respect 
all the diversities within the country. By living and working in a multicultural municipality where 
diversity is present at every step, I applied for the training program with a great wish to become part 
of the Nansen model for integrated education. 

The training program within the NDC Skopje Training Centre is based on the development and support 
of multiculturalism through direct implementation of activities within the schools. The training 
program enabled me to gain new teaching skills for implementation of extracurricular activities 
according to the Nansen model for integrated education with ethnically diverse groups of students. In 
the future, I will implement such activities in my multiethnic environment with great pleasure. 

I would also like to express my great admiration regarding the organizational aspect of the training 
program. The NDC Skopje team with their great working professionalism and the unique methodology 
of carrying out the trainings, contribute to the development of a wonderful working atmosphere and 
provide many learning approaches during the sessions. 

Thanks to the Nansen model for integrated education, I will become a teacher who has multicultural 
competences and capable of working in the spirit of respecting cultural diversity. This should be the 
vision of every teacher that works in a multicultural surrounding, a teacher that will not build walls, 
but will build bridges between the cultures. 

Nexhat Lutfiu
Teacher at PS Naim Frasheri, v. Zhurbino - Kicevo

I was interested to get closely acquainted with the work of NDC Skopje for 
whom I had learned a lot of information regarding their extraordinary work. 
I applied for the training program and I felt privileged to be selected as part of 
Group 5 trainees within the Training Centre. 

Besides the privilege, it is a pleasure to attend the training and lectures by the 
wonderful trainers which are very successful in transferring their knowledge and experience. 

The main motive for applying was to learn more about the forms, methods and new techniques which 
are applied in integrated education, and also to exchange the personal experience from the regular 
and extracurricular teaching content. 

It is a great pleasure to be part of this group, surrounded by many constructive and positive colleagues. 

I am certain that during this journey, we will gain many new skills and competences that will help us 
during our professional development. 
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Arbana vojka
Teacher at PS Imri Elezi, Skopje

The regular teaching process and the extracurricular activities are developing 
continuously. In compliance with technological and social developments 
the teaching curricula’s and their primary goals should be structured in that 
manner and adjusted to the new educational trends. It is rather specific for 
the children of small age which require special care by the teachers and more 

specific preparations in terms of the pedagogical approach. The teachers should always be motivated 
to seek new, interesting and contemporary approaches to convert the “difficult” to “easy” and the 
“long” to “short and simple” with the goal of practical application of the teaching content in the 
everyday life.  

The training program has enabled me to experiment and have a different approach towards the 
realization of the teaching content and the activities with the students, at the same time, I gained a 
lot of fruitful and positive experiences as: finding the inner potentials and capabilities and getting to 
know other cultures and diverse perspectives. 

All these elements open the doors behind which are hidden the interest and the wish for new journeys 
and challenges. 
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