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PLACE Programme AGM Chairman’s Report 
 

Review of the Academic Year 2020-2021 

This September 2021, PLACE enters its 18th year of support for home educated 

youngsters within Bedford Borough, aided by the steady support and encouragement  

of its partner school, Biddenham International School & Community Sports College, and 

of Bedford Borough Council.  Many hundreds of local youngsters who do not attend 

conventional schools for a multiplicity of reasons have been able to enrich their lives and 

learning through their interactions within our PLACE community.  They have accessed 

myriad enrichment experiences, alongside GCSE support and examinations through our 

partner school, meaning PLACE leavers have the same opportunities as their school-

going counterparts to satisfy post-16 gatekeeping requirements.  Most have achieved 

successful GCSE outcomes and have pursued further studies and apprenticeships.   
 

 
 

The Year Past 

Throughout the year, most classes have continued online, although by April 2021 we 

were starting to see a return to face-to-face teaching, and youngsters enjoyed a very 

successful end-of-year party - the ‘High and Mighty’ event delivered by Sports Support. 

PLACE at CAT, Wales 
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GCSE exam grades have been ‘teacher assessed’ in 2021 (although during a November 

2021 lockdown “window”, GCSE science examinations were taken formally at our 

partner school).  Summer 2021 teacher assessments required a very rigorous process, 

putting PLACE tutors and management under considerable pressure, but, ultimately, 

this process delivered a set of fair results for all our 2021 PLACE GCSE entrants. 

 

Hardest hit by the pandemic were our enrichment classes in swimming, multisports and 

gymnastics - it really is difficult to do trampoline online!  Also impacted by Covid were 

our excursions both within the UK and abroad.  These visits have, in the past, made an 

important contribution to the social lives of our youngsters and have been sorely 

missed.  Postponed visits are now re-scheduled for delivery this year (if Covid-19 

remains at bay), meaning that quite a hectic year lies ahead for booked PLACE 

youngsters and their accompanying home educators!   

‘High & Mighty’ with SSG 
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The year has highlighted the ‘digital divide’ that exists between PLACE families.  Not 

having decent computers and broadband has been a real problem for some families, 

and, although we now have face-to-face contact back for most classes and activities, the 

absence of good IT means youngsters cannot always access important on-line resources 

posted on our PLACE website.  However, PLACE has been able to provide a little support 

where families are entitled to FSM - in this case, the availability of some funding 

enabled us to purchase computers for use whilst GCSE learners are on the programme.     
  

Changes to Enrolment 

Although changes to the overall composition of our PLACE roll of learners were 

minimal during this year, a few families appeared to register because of obvious 

worries about Covid-19 and their anxieties to minimise their children’s risks of 

exposure.  However, regardless of motivation, home-education - particularly at 

GCSE level - is a very demanding undertaking, and it requires time and steady 

commitment from home educators for successful outcomes for their youngsters.   
 

There has also been an increase in the number of youngsters joining the PLACE 

scheme who have been experiencing difficulties with social anxiety.  It may be that 

such increases are an inevitable result of the impact of a worldwide pandemic and 
  

 

Kathy Brown’s Garden 
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its domination in our communities throughout the past 18 months.  Young people’s lives 

have changed in very significant ways since the arrival of Covid-19, and the limitations 

and impact on youth social experiences and interactions have been very evident. 
 

Support from the Borough 

Support from Bedford Borough has continued to be very positive.  A recent management 

meeting at Borough was attended by the Director of Education, who praised the work  

of the PLACE Programme warmly, and funding appears certain for the coming year.  

It is important, however, that PLACE families continue to complete diligently their 

attendance codes and self-assessment reports in a timely manner and adhere to the 

terms of the agreement they signed when joining PLACE. 

 

 

Learning about Owain Glyndŵr's Parliament House 
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The Year to Come 

Most classes are now back fully face-to-face, apart from a few of PLACE’s enrichment 

sessions.  Most art enrichment classes will resume face-to-face on Friday 1st October, 

when we will begin to run small groups at our outreach premises in Putnoe.  Drama 

classes and beginner French classes will remain online for the present, although we  

hope that these too (along with PLACE music) will re-start soon face-to-face.   
 

Unfortunately, we were advised a few weeks ago that the Scout Association is no longer 

willing to permit us to hire and use the local scout hall for our enrichment activities.  The 

Scout Centre premises is a nearby facility that has enabled us, over a twelve-year period, 

to access a large hall for PLACE activities such as drama, art and music, and for sessions 

such as the AGM or Fairs, etc., along with many visiting history, Lego, art and science 

workshops.  We are currently investigating other halls that might be suitable, with Covid-

security, locality and cost factors to be considered carefully in our search.   
 

We recently enjoyed an exciting and very successful return visit to CAT (the Centre for 

Alternative Energy) in Wales.  It was heart-warming to see our PLACE youngsters 

enjoying life’s simple social pleasures once again – eating together in the restaurant, 

learning together in the fresh air and enjoying play, including great hide and seek fun! 

 

King Arthur’s Labyrinth 
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There is still some uncertainty around planned overseas visits to Sicily and Amsterdam, 

scheduled for this October and for Easter 2022 respectively.  We hope that these visits 

will go ahead, along with a visit to Manchester in July 2022 that had to be postponed.  

There is uncertainty about how Covid-19 may impact plans and organisation, but, with 

the on-going vaccination programme and Covid-safety precautions, we are hopeful that 

PLACE activities may be able to run as normally as possible in the year ahead.       

 

Thanks to the Committee 

A big “Thanks” to our committee members for the time, dedication and support that 

they have continued to provide in helping with so many aspects of running the 

programme.  Tasks include giving a hand with attendance registers at activities, assisting 

parents (especially new families) to complete their weekly attendance codes and home-

education reports each term, and assisting with groups at some of our visits and 

activities.  PLACE could not continue to run effectively without their voluntary assistance, 

and their steady efforts, always cheerfully and generously given, help to make PLACE a 

better, more responsive and more welcoming organisation.   

 

Some Final Words of Thanks… 

As we begin our eighteenth year of PLACE Programme support, once again we offer 

our heartfelt gratitude to our steady and principal supporter and PLACE Director, 

Mike Berrill.  Without his determination and positive approach to innovation and 

unconventional community learning, PLACE would never have begun; without his 

interventions, unfaltering optimism, steady encouragement and support, PLACE would 

never have endured.  Thank you, Mr Berrill!     

 

Sincere thanks also to Bedford Borough L.A. for its progressive approach and stalwart 

support for home-educated youngsters in our community during the past umpteen 

years!  Our local home-education groups have been very privileged indeed to live in a 

Borough that is clear in its intentions to support all the children within its boundaries, 

and to respond so positively to alternative ways of educating and learning amongst its 

community’s children. 
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We always end with a final word of appreciation - to our PLACE parents!  PLACE 

continues to be all about those parents who seek and maintain its support for their 

home-educated children.  The scheme has continued to thrive throughout its ups and 

downs, its many challenges and successes, problems and grievances, rewards and 

praise - because of YOU.  Without your support, your friendship and your cooperation 

through the PLACE Committee and as PLACE parents, our scheme would never have 

begun and would not have endured.  We hope that we may always count on your 

involvement, mutual support and your friendship.   

 

June McDonald 

PLACE Programme Chairman 

Wednesday 15th September 2021 

 


