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W
hile thousands of re-
tired civil servants 
across Nigeria who 
laboured for their 
states for 35 years 

wallow in abject penury and die 
without getting their pensions and 
other entitlements, and while many 
serving civil servants go without pay 
for upwards of 10 months, former 
state governors (since 1999) who spent 

maximum of eight years in office are 
swimming in millions of taxpayers’ 
naira carted away monthly in form 
of pensions, leaving most of the states’ 
coffers dry.

BDSUNDAY finding shows that 
even former governors who are now 
in public service are not exempted 
from these humongous pension 
allowances. For some of them, it’s 
double portion: they collect all the 
emoluments due to them in their new 
offices while still receiving huge sums 
as pension allowances from their 
state governments, some of which 
are unable to pay workers’ salaries for 

several months running.
This is even as most state govern-

ments across the country have blunt-
ly refused to adopt and implement the 
Contributory Pension Scheme (CPS), 
as captured in the Pension Reform 
Act 2004 and updated in the Pension 
Reform Act 2014, which is meant 
to provide a soft landing for retirees 
while also relieving the states of the 
burden of having to pay pensions 
to retired civil servants from the 
treasury.

Our investigation shows that the 
annual pension allowances of ex-
governors, excluding other humon-

gous allowances, vary from state to 
state and range from N5.5 million to 
as high as N300 million depending 
on how rich the state is, the number 
of ex-governors, and the audacity of a 
sitting governor to influence the state 
legislature to enact pension laws that 
protect his/her interest after office. 
In-between these two extremes are 
other no less mind-blowing figures as 
N6.6 million, N8.8 million, N30 million 
and N200 million.

For instance, in the twilight of his 
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eight-year tenure as governor 
of oil-rich Akwa Ibom State, 
Godswill Akpabio in 2014 
signed a law that provides 
N200 million as annual dis-
bursement to former gover-
nors and a pension for life at 
a rate equivalent to the salary 
of the incumbent governor. 
The law also provides for free 
medical services for each ex-
governor and spouse at an 
amount not exceeding N100 
million per annum, a new of-
ficial car and a utility vehicle 
every four years, one personal 
aide, a cook, chauffeurs and 
security guards at a sum not ex-
ceeding N5 million per month 
and N2.5 million.

Similarly in 2007, as gover-
nor of Lagos State, Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu, now the leader of 
the All Progressives Congress 
(APC), also signed a pension 
law that grants benefits for 
life for former governors of 
the state. These include two 
houses (one in Lagos and an-
other in Abuja), six brand new 
cars replaceable every three 
years, furniture allowance of 
300 percent of annual salary 
to be paid every two years, 
and a reported N2.5 million as 
monthly pension pay. 

In Rivers State, the pension 
law provides 100 percent of 
annual basic salaries for ex-
governors. Kano State Pension 
Rights Law 2007 provides for 
100 percent of annual basic 
salaries. Kwara State 2010 Pen-
sion Law gives a former gover-
nor 300 percent of his salary. 
In Sokoto State, ex-governors 
receive N200 million moneti-
sation for other entitlements 
which include domestic aides, 
residence and vehicles that 
could be renewed after every 
four years.

In Edo State, bill for a law 
to provide for the pension 
rights of the governor and the 
deputy governor was passed 

by members of the state House 
of Assembly on May 9, 2007. 
The law was passed few weeks 
to the expiration of the Lucky 
Igbinedion administration, 
and it is only for the benefit of 
those who were elected to hold 
office as civilian governors of 
the state, provided they were 
not removed from office by 
impeachment.

The law empowers the 
governor and his deputy to 
earn pension for life at a rate 
equivalent to 100 percent of 
their last annual salary, and 
the pension would be charged 
on consolidated fund.

Other benefits to be en-
joyed by former governors 
and their deputies include an 
officer not above salary grade 
level 12 as special assistant, a 
personal secretary not below 
grade level 10 who shall be 
selected by the former gover-
nor from the public service of 
Edo State, two cooks, and two 
armed policemen for security.

Former governors are also 
to have three vehicles to be 
bought by the state govern-
ment and liable to be replaced 
every five years, three drivers 
who shall be selected by the 
former governor and paid by 
the state government, and 
free medical treatment for the 
governor and his immediate 
family.

For former deputy gover-
nors, they shall be entitled to 
pension for life at a rate equiva-
lent to 100 percent of their last 
annual salary, an officer not 
above salary grade level 12 
as special assistant, personal 
secretary not below grade level 
09 who shall be selected by the 
former deputy governor from 
the public service of the state, 
a cook, and two armed police-
men for security.

They are also entitled to 
two vehicles to be bought by 
the state government and li-

able to be replaced every five 
years, two drivers who shall be 
selected by the former deputy 
governor and paid by the state 
government, and free medi-
cal treatment for the deputy 
governors and their immediate 
families.   

The governor and the dep-
uty are also entitled to 300 
percent severance gratuity of 
their basic salary, even though 
the amount paid to the gover-
nors and deputies so far are not 
made public.

Investigation also shows 
that Plateau State has a pension 
law that supports the payment 
of N600,000 to its ex-governor 
as monthly take-home; Gombe 
State has a law supporting the 
provision of N300 million as 
pension benefits for the ex-
governors.

Our enquiries in Bayelsa 
State show that there is no leg-
islation legitimizing payment 
of huge pension allowances to 
former governors of the state, 
but an impeccable source con-
fided in BDSUNDAY that for-
mer Governor Timipre Sylva 
paid certain monthly allow-
ances to former governors of 
the state.

Although our source did 
not specify the amount, he, 
however, disclosed that Sylva 
paid such allowances to former 
military governors Caleb Ol-
ubolade and Edoor Obi as well 
as Diete Alfred-Spiff, who was 
military governor of the old 
Rivers State, and former civil-
ian governors, late Diepreye 
Alamieyeseigha and Goodluck 
Jonathan.

Our source also said that 
incumbent Governor Henry 
Seriake Dickson has refused 
to pay Sylva such monies but 
could not state if others were 
receiving the monthly pay-
ments from the state govern-
ment.

BDSUNDAY could not, 

however, establish whether 
all the states were paying pen-
sion to former governors and 
how much each state was 
paying. Many of our sources 
were reluctant to speak for fear 
of victimisation. However, our 
finding shows that like the ob-
noxious monthly security vote 
for serving governors, which is 
mired in opacity, the matter of 
outrageous pensions appears to 
be a common interest that all 
ex-governors, irrespective of 
their political party affiliation, 
labour to protect.

Nigerians react
Many Nigerians who spoke 

to BDSUNDAY say this jumbo 
pension to former governors is 
the reason many states are in 
financial crisis of immense pro-
portions, with a good number 
of them unable to pay workers 
and pensioners and meet other 
obligations. For instance, while 
Akwa Ibom State government 
now receives N5.6 billion as 
its statutory monthly alloca-
tion, it requires N6.5 billion to 
meet the wage bill of workers 
in the state.

While analysts agree that 
the current economic reces-
sion has its roots in the way 
governors across many states 
of the federation conducted 
economic activities in their 
various states in the past years, 
they are worried that contin-
ued payment of huge amounts 
of pension to ex-governors, 
most of who stole their states’ 
treasuries dry, is not only sin-
ful, immoral and insensitive 
but also unwarranted, espe-
cially at a time like this when 
the economy is in coma.

Tijah Bolton, head of Policy 
Alert, a non-governmental 
organisation working to pro-
mote economic and environ-
mental justice in the Niger 
Delta region, who describes 
the jumbo pension scheme by 
former governors as criminal, 

says those in power have al-
ways found ways to gratify 
themselves at the expense of 
the people, adding that it is 
a double pay for most of the 
governors who are now sena-
tors receiving remunerations 
from the same system.

“It is taken as a first line 
charge! Yet we’re crying that 
we are unable to fund capital 
projects and unable to pay 
salaries and pensions of the 
workers,’’ he says.

Bolton contends that it will 
be difficult to talk about reces-
sion without putting the blame 
at the doorsteps of governors 
as well.

“We cannot talk about re-
cession without blaming the 
governors. The states and lo-
cal government areas receive 
about 48 percent of all feder-
ally allocated revenues, so the 
way they managed all those 
resources has a bearing on 
where we are now,” he says.

Bolton is also of the view 
that the recession should be 
an opportunity for all tiers of 
government, but especially 
states and LGAs, to increase fis-
cal prudence and start putting 
the people’s money where the 
people’s issues are, reduce cost 
of governance, unnecessary 
aides, etc, and invest more in 
diversification, especially in 
agriculture.

For Sammy Etuk, a le-
gal practitioner, the pension 
scheme is a huge fraud. He 
adds, however, that though it 
has taken a huge toll on the 
resources of the states, it can 
hardly be solely responsible 
for the current financial crisis.

“The truth is the present 
government lacks good eco-
nomic policies to address the 
global economic downturn 
and it lacks capable hands to 
navigate the country out of this 
musky,’’ he said.

Kingsley Abavo, a journal-
ist, described the payment 
of pensions to governors and 
their deputies as abnormal, 
noting that they are not civil 
servants.

“The payment of pension to 
former governors and deputies 
is not right because they are 
not civil servants. They are 
public officers and their service 
was subject to a particular 
period of between four and 
eight years. For me that it is 
not enough for a pension to be 
paid to them, especially when 
compared to civil servants who 
have spent all their years from 
their youthful period to old age 
serving the public,” Abavo said.

“I don’t see any reason why 
the governors and deputies 
should be given pension. Oth-
erwise, I see it as a selfish provi-
sion to waste public funds on 
them, another way of ripping 
the public off their common-
wealth after having acquired 
so much for themselves. It 
should be discouraged,” he 
stated.

Tony Abolo, a media con-
sultant, said years of expe-
rience with governors and 
deputies in the country had 
been laced with stealing.

Abolo also supported the 

call by the former chairman 
of the Economic and Financial 
Crimes Commission (EFCC), 
Nuhu Ribadu, for the scrapping 
of security votes for governors, 
noting that security votes are 
the bedrock of corruption in 
the nation’s politics.

“You cannot give pension 
to people who stole the people 
blind, engaged in contracts and 
at the same time benefitted 
from the contracts which they 
conceived, designed, awarded 
and executed along with their 
friends, collected kick-back, 
and collected the payment. In 
all honesty, they deserve noth-
ing but to go home having now 
stolen the people blind,” he said.

 
State govts in breach of 

Pension Reform Act
 Meanwhile, the first quar-

ter review report by the Ni-
gerian Pension Commission 
(PenCom) released in March 
2016 shows that 24 out of the 
36 states of the federation, in 
total violation of the Pension 
Reform Act 2014, have failed to 
implement Contributory Pen-
sion Scheme (CPS) and Group 
Life Insurance for civil ser-
vants in their states.

A breakdown of the level of 
implementation of the CPS by 
the state governments shows 
that apart from Lagos, Ni-
ger, Osun and Rivers States 
which have complied fully 
with the provisions of the Pen-
sion Reform Act 2014 through 
remittance of contribution, 
funding of Accrued Rights 
(Retirement Benefit Bond Re-
demption Fund Accounts) and 
implementation of Group Life 
Insurance, all other states are 
in default.

Ogun, Anambra, Delta and 
Kaduna States have partial-
ly complied; the four states 
have commenced remittance 
of pension contribution, are 
funding RBBRFAs, but have 
failed to implement Group 
Life Insurance. Zamfara State 
has commenced remittance 
of contribution, but is neither 
funding RBBRFAs nor imple-
menting Group Life Insurance.

Imo is yet to commence 
remittance of pension con-
tributions, but the Imo State 
University is currently imple-
menting the CPS under the 
auspices of the PRA 2014. The 
state government is neither 
funding RBBRFAs nor imple-
menting Group Life Insurance. 
Jigawa State’s assets have been 
transferred to six PFAs for 
management N/A N/A, while 
Kano’s assets are yet to be 
transferred N/A N/A.

Apart from these, the rest 
of the states are in total default. 
Abia, Akwa Ibom, Adamawa, 
Bauchi, Bayelsa, Benue, Borno, 
Cross River, Ebonyi, Edo, Ekiti, 
Enugu, Gombe, Katsina, Kebbi, 
Kogi, Kwara, Nasarawa, Ondo, 
Oyo, Plateau, Sokoto, Taraba 
and Yobe have yet to com-
mence remittance of contribu-
tion, are not funding RBBRFAs, 
and are not implementing 
Group Life Insurance.

 

William F. Kumuyi, general superintendent, Deeper Christian Life Ministry (5th from right), Governor Nyesom Wike (4th 
from right), with Esther Kumuyi, national women leader and wife of the GS, and other leaders of the church, on a curtsey 
visit to the governor during Kumuyi’s one-day crusade in Port Harcourt tagged ‘Double Portion Crusade’, which held at 
the Yakubu Gowon Stadium, Elekahia.
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Ayuba Wabba, President of the Nigeria Labour Congress (NLC)

NHIS partners NLC for optimal performance

I
n an effort to ef-
fectively reposition 
the National Health 
Insurance Scheme 
for optimal perfor-

mance, the Executive 
Secretary of the National 
Health Insurance Scheme 
(NHIS),  Usman Yusuf has 
paid an advocacy visit 
to the President of the 
Nigeria Labour Congress 
(NLC), Ayuba Wabba to 
seek the support of the 
Nigeria’s organised la-
bour.

The Executive Secre-
tary at the visit reassured 
all  Nigerian workers 
through the leadership 
of the NLC, that his stew-
ardship at the Scheme 
shall be credible and pur-
poseful.

According to him, his 
mandate as custodian of 
the people’s common-
wealth will not be be-
trayed or compromised, 
just as he pledged

that there would be no 
room for any stakeholder 

his back and protect his 
rights,” he said.

In his response, the 
President of the NLC, 
Ayuba Wabba described 
the appointment of Pro-
fess or Yusuf as well 
made, in view of his vast 
international exposure in 

to take undue advantage 
of the enrollees.

“Under my watch, the 
enrollee shall be the key 
figure. All that we do in 
the system must be in his 
best interests, while his 
rights under

the scheme shall be 
respected and defended,” 
a statement from Ayo 
Osinlu, head, Media and 
Public Relations Division 
of the NHIS said.

The NHIS boss there-
fore, requested the full 
cooperation and support 
of the leadership of the 
labour movement and 
indeed all Nigerian work-
ers, in the renewed ef-
forts to make the Scheme 
deliver service to them in 
top quality.

Addressing the spate 
of complaints about the 
perceived poor quality of 
service by stakeholders 
in the health insurance 
industry, Yusuf appealed 
to all Nigerians for pa-
tience and understand-
ing, assuring that NHIS 
will henceforth assert 

its regulatory author-
ity, in a manner that will 
ensure that all players 
keep within the laws and 
operational guidelines of 
the scheme.

“I am going to be the 
Executive Secretary of 
the enrolee. I will watch 

HARRISON EDEH, ABUJA

M
u h a m m a d 
Bello, minis-
ter of Federal 
Capital Terri-

tory (FCT) has directed a 
seven-day massive waste 
evacuation exercise in the 
Area Councils and Satellite 
Towns.

Victoria Imande, acting 
director of the Satellite 
Towns Development De-
partment (STDD), made in 
her office.

Imande stated that the 
administration is poised to 
cleaning all the nooks and 
crannies of the satellite 
towns and rid them of all 
environmental nuisances.

She therefore, solicited 
for the cooperation and 
understanding of all Abu-
ja residents particularly 
those resident in the Satel-
lite Towns, by keying into 
the exercise to make it a 
great success.

The director urged the 
residents to take personal 
interest in the exercise by 
owning the initiative and 
making personal hygiene 
part of their daily personal 
life.

FCT minister directs 
massive waste 
evacuation in 
satellite towns

F
ederal Government 
has called on the Abuja 
Carnival stakeholders 
to re-brand the carni-

val to a world class carnival in 
line with global best standard 
and practice to meet up with 
the global changes.

The Minister of FCT, Mu-
hammad Bello, made the call 
during a stakeholders meeting 
of the Abuja carnival, yes-
terday.

The minister, who was 
represented by George Ufot, 
director of Culture, Ministry 
of Information and Culture, 
noted that the desire for festi-
vals and events is not specifi-
cally designed to address the 
needs for any particular group, 
but to organise events which 
are often development driven.

He stressed that such prac-
tices like the Abuja carnival 
will contribute significantly 
to the cultural and economic 
development of

the country due to the 
tourism, economic opportuni-
ties, social and cultural benefits 
that are inherent in it.

“The Abuja carnival en-
compasses all cultures across 
the countries. It is aimed at 

promoting all cultures across 
the country. So put on your 
thinking cap, bring out the best 
in your professional practices 
to re-brand the carnival, we 
hope for the best. It brings out 
our best,

our traditional best, it au-
thentic carnival,” he said.

Earlier in her remarks, 
the Permanent Secretary, 
Ministry of Information and 
Culture, Ayotunde Adesugba, 
represented by the director, 
entertainment and creativ-
ity, Grace Gekpe, averred that 
Nigeria is blessed with di-

FG calls on stakeholders to 
rebrand Abuja Carnival

verse cultures on which lies 
its strength and unity for 
peaceful co-existence and na-
tion building.

“The Abuja carnival ac-
commodates unskilled, semi-
skilled and skilled citizens of 
our nation with undaunted 
multiplier effect on the value 
chain.

“There is urgent need to de-
velop our carnival to an extent 
that it will be self-sustained 
like the great carnivals of Trini-
dad and Tobago, Notting hill, 
UK and Brazil to mention a 
few,” she said.

healthcare delivery, urg-
ing him to take immedi-
ate action to restore the 
credibility of the Scheme.

H e  e x p re s s e d  t h e 
concern of the Nigerian 
workforce about the lim-
ited scope of the current 
benefit package of the 
Scheme, and appealed 
for its expansion as the 
Scheme and its funds 
grow.

The NLC president 
also called on the Federal 
Government to exempt 
the funds of NHIS from 
Treasury Single Account 
(TSA), because the funds 
are contributions of the 
Nigerian workers and not 
revenue accruing to the 
government.

Ayuba, who advocated 
stiff sanctions against 
stakeholders who abuse 
rules and standards, cited 
the case of a Health Main-
tenance

Organization (HMO), 
reported to be in breach 
of trust to the tune of 
N90 million and urged 
the Executive Secretary 

to ensure that the
matter is properly in-

vestigated by the appro-
priate agencies.

While calling for the 
strengthening of Commu-
nity Based Social Health

Insurance Programme 
(CBSHIP), in the country, 
he called for rapid expan-
sion of the Scheme, such 
that students, pensioners, 
the aged and other vul-
nerable classes can enjoy 
coverage.

Wabba recalled the 
involvement of the NLC 
at the inception of the 
Scheme, as well as his 
personal contributions to 
the evolution of NHIS

as a former member of 
the Governing Council of 
the Scheme.

In the same vein, he 
commended the initia-
tives of former Health 
minister, Eyitayo Lambo, 
which guaranteed the 
smooth take off of the

agency in 2005, as well 
as while he served much 
later as chairman of its 
Governing Council.

…Buhari urged to stabilise economy to avert revolution

OYIN AMINU, ABUJA

News

KEHINDE AKINTOLA, ABUJA

Muhammad Bello

B
oboye Oyeyemi, 
Corps Marshal of 
the Federal Road 
Safety Commis-

sion (FRSC) has sought 
to collaborate with the 
Economic and Financial 
Crimes Commission (EFCC) 
as part of efforts to en-
hance the activities of both 
agencies.

He said the EFCC could 
track an individual who 
is suspected to have been 
involved in any fraudulent 
activity with his or her 
driver’s licence.

Oyeyemi made the re-
mark while receiving a 
delegation of the EFCC led 
by its acting Chairman, 
Ibrahim Magu, at the FRSC 
headquarters in Abuja.

Oyeyemi, who said that 
the FRSC provides services 
to other law enforcement 
agencies to aid their op-
erations, further described 
Information Vehicle Portal 
as a necessary tool to en-
hance the activities of the 
EFCC.

“There is need to train 
and certify staff of the 
EFCC Transport Unit/Op-
erations before they can 
drive any vehicle of the 

Commission.
Also, there is need to 

improve on the medium 
of exchange of intelligence 
reports between EFCC and 
FRSC,” he added.

While conducting the 
EFCC’s delegation on a tour 
of the FRSC’s facilities, the 
Corps Marshall also urged 
Magu to involve the FRSC 
more in the Commission’s 
programmes.

In his remarks, Magu 
hailed Oyeyemi for his 
commitment to continu-
ously maintaining san-
ity on the Nigerian roads, 
while emphasising the 
need for inter-agency col-
laboration.

He said: “I am impressed 
with what I have seen. 
There is need to maintain 
inter-agency collaboration. 
We cannot do anything 
alone, as we do not have a 
monopoly of knowledge. 
Also, we appreciate the 
fact that whatever we do 
affects everybody.

“It is in the interest of 
service to the nation that 
we have come here today 
to partner with you.  If 
there is any area the FRSC 
needs the Commission to 
build on, don’t hesitate to 
inform us,” Magu stated.

FRSC, EFCC move to check 
driver’s licence racketeers

KEHINDE AKINTOLA, ABUJA
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SystemSpecs, LASG partner to bridge 
skills gap, improve quality of graduates

A
s  p a r t  o f 
its drive to 
e n h a n c e 
c o l l e c t i ve 
skil ls  and 
competen-

cies of Nigerian under-
graduate students so that 
they can effectively fit into 
the 21st Century work-
force, SystemSpecs, a lead-
ing Financial and Human 
Res ourc e Management 
Software company, has 
entered into a partnership 
with the Lagos State gov-
ernment to empower final 
year students in tertiary 
institutions within the 
state through the ‘Ready 
Set Work’ (RSW) initiative.

John Obaro, managing 
director, SystemSpecs said 
the partnership with the 
Lagos State government is 
to ensure that there is an 
improved quality of gradu-
ate, which in turn will make 
the jobs of employers a lot 
easier in the future.

He disclosed that Sys-
temSpecs feels privileged 
to be a part of the initiative, 
adding that the company 
would be offering six grad-
uates of the programme 
internship slots with the 
company.

Obaro observed that 
Nigerian youths are smart, 
full of ideas and ingenious, 
saying that it is only the 
right environment that 
would bring out the re-

sourcefulness in them.
“We need to begin to 

change our orientation 
as well as encourage our 
youths. We need to learn 
to begin to believe in our-
selves. Our young people 
are full of ideas and they 
just need to be encouraged,” 
he said.

He commended the La-
gos State Government for 
engaging in such worthy 
initiative which his compa-
ny is proud to be a partner 
in empowering the youths 
within the state and chal-
lenged governments at all 
levels to replicate this kind 
of project, and also endeav-
our to provide enabling 
environment for youths to 
thrive.

Akinwunmi Ambode, 
governor of Lagos State, in 
his remark at the gradua-

tion ceremony of the 2016 
pioneer class of the Ready 
Set Work, an entrepreneur-
ship and employability ini-
tiative of the Lagos State 
Ministry of Education said 
the programme is aimed 
at engaging final year stu-
dents within the state with 
the critical skills and know-
how to become employable 
and employers of labour 
themselves.

He added that with well-
equipped and adequately 
prepared graduates, the 
state and the nation at large 
would continue to prosper 
in its endeavours.

Ambode lauded com-
panies and corporate or-
ganisations that provided 
funding and technical sup-
port for the success of the 
scheme, stressing that his 
administration believes 

strongly that the future of 
the state, and the country 
at large, lies in the hands of 
its youths.

The governor, while con-
gratulating the 422 under-
graduates, urged them to 
push ahead with the same 
strength and focus that 
brought them to this point, 
advising them to pursue 
with vigour, the knowledge, 
skills, and ideas formed in 
them over the last 13 weeks 
the training lasted.

RSW programme was 
conceived as a capacity 
building initiative, targeted 
at final year students in 
Lagos State tertiary institu-
tions, with a vision to en-
sure that graduates emerge 
as ready products for the 
increasingly competitive 
labour market, and more 
importantly, as job creators.

American University delegation shares 
peace model with US Congress members

T
he American Uni-
versity of Nigeria 
president and mem-
bers of the Adama-

wa Peace Initiative (API) met 
with members of the U.S. 
Congress and government 
officials to discuss the pre-
carious situation in Nigeria’s 
northeast.

 The delegation was in 
Washington, DC last week 
at the invitation of members 
of the House of Representa-
tives Black Caucus, including 
Sheila Jackson Lee, Karen 
Bass and Frederica Wilson. 
University and API officials 
also met with Congressman 
Steve Chabot.

 Margee Ensign, the AUN 
president, said that while 
members of Congress are 

VICTORIA NNAKIAIKE, LOKOJA

 Congresswoman Bass 
welcomed the group telling 
them one of the main rea-
sons she serves in Congress 
is to help Africa, especially 
Nigeria, thrive. Americans, 
she said, tend to see a conti-
nent when they think about 
Africa, not individual coun-
tries that have very different 
needs and contributions to 
make.

 An official representing 
the main U.S. development 
assistance agency praised the 
work of the University, say-
ing that what has been ac-
complished is “magical.”  He 
said his agency is especially 
pleased with the support 
provided to a University pi-
lot programme that teaches 
reading and writing to more 

than 20,000 out-of-school 
children using tablet com-
puters and radio broadcasts. 

 The U.S. government 
has so far provided more 
humanitarian assistance 
to Nigeria than any other 
country.

 Ensign was interviewed 
about the visit by National 
Public Radio.  She was also 
asked to brief staff members 
of both U.S. presidential 
candidates as they prepare 
their positions on U.S. for-
eign policy.

 Joining Ensign in Wash-
ington were AUN-API mem-
bers Imam Dauda Muham-
mad Bello, Turai Aishatu 
Abdulkadir and Bishop Ste-
phen Ransom- all from Yola, 
Adamawa State. 

…American government official calls results ‘Magical’

well aware of the Chibok 
girls kidnapped by Boko 
Haram terrorists, there is 
less awareness about the 
immediate and long-term 
humanitarian and other 
needs of the region, espe-
cially food security.  “We 
came to Washington to share 
the story of people who have 
suffered a lot and will need 
help from the international 
community to rebuild their 
lives,” Ensign said.

 “The people we met are 
very interested in the model 
and the programmes we’ve 
developed to feed displaced 
people, promote food secu-
rity, prevent young people 
from joining radical groups, 
and educating out of school 
children.”

T
o day, Thurs-
day, September 
22, two United 
States experts 

on African affairs will 
present the seventh 
Atiku Centre Lecture at 
the American Univer-
sity of Nigeria (AUN) 
in Yola. The Americans, 
Carl LeVan and Mat-
thew T. Page, are au-
thorities whose views 
on Nigeria are highly 
sought.

The duo will speak 
on “Improving U.S. An-
ti-corruption Policy in 
Nigeria,” the subject of 
a recent brief authored 
by Mr. Page, who is a 
former International 
Affairs Fellow with the 
Council on Foreign Re-
lations. 

He is the coauthor of 
another seminal book, 
Nigeria: What Every-
one Needs to Know, due 
to be released next year 
from Oxford University 
Press.

 Page has deployed 
his in-depth knowledge 
of African and Nigerian 
affairs to the benefit of 
the intelligence com-

munity, senior policy-
makers, and the U.S. 
Marine Corps.

Inaugurated in 2014, 
the Atiku Centre for 
Leadership, Entrepre-
neurship and Devel-
opment coordinates 
and drives the AUN 
mission as a develop-
ment university. The 
Centre, named after the 
University’s founder 
and former Nigerian 
Vice President, Atiku 
Abubakar, is tasked 
with identifying and 
c o ordinating AUN’s 
development projects. 
Through the lecture 
series, it generates fresh 
ideas and perspectives 
and thus sets the agen-
da on development is-
sues.

An Assistant Pro-
fessor in the School of 
International Service at 
American University, 
Washington DC, LeVan 
has taught courses on 
African politics, com-
parative political insti-
tutions, and political 
theory at the under-
graduate, Master’s, and 
doctorate levels.

2 American scholars to give Atiku 
Centre Lecture at AUN today

L-R: Benjamin Egwunyenga, Deacon; Tunji Rhema Moyero, president Gospel Pillars Ministry International;  Isaiah 
Wealth, his wife, Juliet Wealth, and Innocent Ekeleme at the Seminar on ‘Awakening the Billionaire in you’ organised 
by Higher Impact Club (HIC) of the Gospel Pillars Ministry International in Lagos, recently.

KELECHI EWUZIE

U
pon accepting the 
Supreme Court 
judgment affirm-
ing the election 

of Yahaya Bello as the gov-
ernor of Kogi State, the 
immediate past governor, 
Idris Wada, has said he had 
resolved to offer support 
to Bello.

This was contained in 
a press statement issued 
by Phrank Shaibu, chief 
communication manager 
to Wada. The former gover-
nor, who lost at the Supreme 
Court Tuesday said: “We 
have resolved to do our best 
in whatever way possible to 
offer support to Governor 
Bello for the upliftment of 
Kogi State. 

Without doubt, we shall 
serve as the policy metal for 
the compunction of the gov-
ernment with the quality of 
opposition we will provide 
in the days ahead but it is 
our prayer that Governor 
Bello and his aides will ap-
preciate our advice and pro-
posal in the overall interest 
of Kogi people.”

According to Wada, the 
decision of the apex court, 
brings to an end a legal bat-
tle he initiated, not because 
he just wanted a second 
tenure

but to serve as a his-
toric denunciation and a 
befitting dirge for electoral 
fraud.

“Though we expected a 
noble dispensers of justice 
at the apex court to have 
delivered a judgment that 
would be untainted by lu-
cre and uncowed

by the threats of immor-
al powers, unfortunately it 
was not to be but we are 
proud to have represented 
the moral imperative in a 
polity struggling to retrieve 
its conscience from the de-
pravity of men who have 
no honour,” he further said.

Wada thanked Nigeri-
ans, especially the people 
of Kogi State who stood by 
him through the tortuous 
legal journey, urging all his 
supporters to accept the 
judgment in good faith.

“Those who do not un-
derstand the ways of God 
and efficacy of His powers 
may mock or deride you but 
keep your head high for the 
common good of the greater 
Kogi of our dream. The 
Supreme Court judgment 
may not have come the 
way we desired but that is 
the more reason we should 
demonstrate to the world 
how much we love our dear 
state by maintaining peace 
and order,” Wada said.

We are ready to support 
Bello – Wada
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Ekiti charges communities on safety, 
maintenance of public utilities 

Okezie Ikpeazu
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E
kiti State Gov-
e r n m e n t  h a s 
charge d c om-
munities in the 
state to aggres-

sively guard and ensure 
proper maintenance of 
public facilities sited in 
their respective areas.

Speaking during an 
advocacy tour of the six 
local government areas 
benefiting from the cur-
rent phase of the MDGs 
programme in the state, 
Dipo Anisulowo, chief 
of  staff  to the gover-
nor, lamented the lack 
of adequate maintenance 
culture in s ome c om-
munities which, accord-
ing to him, significantly 
reduces the anticipated 
impact of the

projects on the affect-
ed communities.

Anisulowo,  who is 
also the chairman of the 
State

Implementation Com-
mittee of the MDGs proj-
ect, explained that his 
team embarked on the 
tour of the benefiting 
LGAs to promote the idea 
of community owner-
ship of projects imple-
mented by MDGs.

He stressed the need 
for communities to con-
tinually support the ef-
forts of Government to 

improve their lot adding 
that it was imperative 
for all stakeholders to 
imbib e the culture of 
sufficient maintenance 
of the facilities as well 
as  prote ct  them from 
vandals.

A n i s u l o w o  p o s i t e d 
that it would be unfair 
and counter-productive 
for communities to be 
nonchalant about proj-
ects in their areas since 
they

are not only the pri-
mary b eneficiaries of 
the schemes but are also 
very familiar with their 
respective areas and are 
always on ground.

The governor’s aide 
also emphasised that it is 
only the continued sup-
port of the people that 
could enable government 
to persistently deliver 
the expected dividend of 
democracy in the state, 
adding that

t h e  p e o p l e  s h o u l d 
therefore not allow any-
thing to get in the way of 
their support for Gover-
nor Ayo Fayose who he 
said has been living up 
to expectations.

In his remarks, Olu-
kayo de Adunmo, s e c-
retary and state fo cal 
p e r s o n  o f  t h e  M D G s , 

Abia correspondents’ chapel to hold its week

T
he Correspon-
dents Chapel 
of Abia State 
Council of Ni-

geria Union of Jour-
nalists holds its Media 
Week from 26-30 Sep-
tember, 2016.

Governor Okezie Ik-
peazu of Abia State is 
expected to declare the 
week open while the 
following day the cha-
pel will trade tackles 
with officers of the Ni-
geria Police Force, Abia 
State Command.

In a press statement 
signed by Sam Obinna 
Ibe, Udoka Agwu and 
Henrietta Ashikodi, 
chairman, secretary 
and public relations of-
ficer, respectively of the 
Planning Committee 
stated that three Abi-
ans would be honoured 
with Awards for hav-
ing distinguished them-
selves in their different 
spheres of endeavour.

The awardees, ac-

cording to the state-
ment include: Theodore 
A. Orji who will be be-
stowed with the hon-
our of Equity Hero of 
Abia State for ensuring 
during his Administra-
tion that power was 
shifted to Abia South 
Senatorial Zone while 
Uko Ndukwe Nkole, 
a member represent-
ing Arochukwu/Ohafia 
Federal Constituency in 
the Lower Chamber of 
the National Assembly 
will receive award of 
Quality Representation 
for having impacted 
positively on the lives of 
his constituents within 
a short stay in office.

Chris Odinaka Igwe, 
a philanthropist and 
Businessman who will 
receive award of De-
velopment C atalyst 
apart from numerous 
philanthropic works 
which have impacted 
on people within and 
outside his Umunneo-

chi Local Government 
Area offered to write-
off 40 percent of t5he 
Contract sum of recon-
structing the Amuda 
Isuochi Road.

Ambrose Nwachuk-
wu, a renowned jour-
nalist is expected to 
deliver a lecture on: 
‘Journalism Profession 
and Its Ethics’ during 
the week.

During the grand Fi-
nale which takes place 
at Aguiyi Ironsi Confer-
ence Centre, Finbarrs 
Road Umuahia, Martins 
Azubuike, speaker Abia 
House of Assembly, will 
give a keynote address 
on ‘The Imperatives 
of Equity and Fair-
ness as Initiated and 
Implemented During 
the Administration of 
T.A. Orji’, while Eziuche 
Ubani  state commis-
sioner for works will 
be the chairman of the 
occasion.

 

noted that the similari-
ties between the aim of 
the MDGs programmes 
in the state and the six 
cardinal programmes of 
the present administra-
tion would ensure opti-
mal result to the benefit 
of the people.

Highlighting the fo-
cus of the programme to 
include eradicating ex-
treme poverty, achieving 
universal primary edu-

cation, reducing child 
mortal ity,  improv ing 
maternal health as well 
as reducing the preva-
lent rate of HIV/AIDS 
and other related dis-
eases, Adunmo charged 
the benefiting LGAs and 
communities to cooper-
ate with and support

government’s efforts 
at developing the state 
and improving their lot.

The projects under the 

current phase of MDGs’ 
programme in the state 
include construction of 
classrooms, renovation 
of schools, procurement

of medical equipment, 
renovation of health cen-
tres, provision of desks/
tables and chairs as well 
as construction of hospi-
tal wards in Ado, Ikere, 
Irepodun/Ifelodun, Ileje-
meje, Ikole and Ise/Orun 
Local Government Areas.

L-R: Bertrand Assamoi, Community Lead | Business Engagement, Africa - World Economic Forum’, James Agada, 
CEO CWG Plc, Jesmane Boggenpoel, Associate Director and Head of Africa Membership - World Economic 
Forum’, Austin Okere, Founder/EVC CWG Plc and Kunle Ayodeji, COO CWG Plc during a courtesy visit to CWG 
Headquarters in Lagos recently.

Olubadan to South-
South militants: 
Please lay down 
your arms

T
he Olubadan 
of Ibadanland, 
Oba Saliu Ad-
e t u n j i ,  A j e 

Ogungunnis o 1 has 
urged leaders of the 
South-South states of 
Nigeria to prevail upon 
their kiths and kin who 
might have one grouse 
or the other against 
the state to embrace 
dialogue.

The paramount ruler 
gave this advice at his 
Popoyemoja, Ibadan 
palace while welcom-
ing the Association of 
South-South states in-
digenes of Nigeria in 
Oyo State, code-named 
BRACED led by Mi-
chael Obasohan and 
Urhobo Progressive 
Union, Ibadan Chapter, 
led by its president, An-
igboro.

According to the first 
class monarch, “there 
is no issue - no matter 
how delicate - that can-
not be thrashed out at 
a round table confer-
ence.”

According to him, 
“as Nigerians from dif-
ferent ethnic groups, 
we all have one thing 
or the other that we 
require from mother 
Nigeria,” adding that ex-
posing themselves to 
arms and ammunition 
sometimes constitute a 
risky gamble and an ill 
wind which may blow 
no one any good.

While thanking them 
for coming to greet him 
in his palace, he extolled 
the virtues of the people 
of the South-South in 
Oyo State whom he de-
scribed as law-abiding 
and peace-loving people.

According to him, as 
long as they continue 
to go about their du-
ties lawfully, there is 
no limit to which they 
could not attain.

Earlier, the leaders in 
separate meetings with 
the monarch appreci-
ated the people for being 
very accommodating 
and friendly to them, 
adding that as a result 
of the love between the 
Yoruba people and the 
South-Southerners , 
there has been an in-
crease in cases of inter-
cultural marriages.

T h e y  h o w e v e r , 
pleaded with Oba Ad-
etunji to assist them 
in getting land for the 
building of their secre-
tariat.
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Seyi Ajeigbe is the founder of Eko Samba School
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RCCG national youth convention 
holds October 3-7

Y
oung adults and 
youths across 
N i g e r i a  h ave 
been urged to 

look inward and find a 
solution to challenges 
around them and the 
country at large as they 
get set for the National 
Youth Convention of 
the Redeemed Christian 
Church of God (RCCG) 
starting on Monday, Oc-
tober 3, 2016.

The advice was given 
by the National Youth 
Pastor and Assistant 
to the G eneral Over-
seer of RCCG on special 
duties, Pastor Belemi-
na Obunge, at a press 
conference held at the 
Youth Centre of the Re-
demption Camp.

 According to Obunge, 
youths in Nigeria must 
stop comparing them-
selves with others and 
look for mentors that 
will help them develop 
and shape their talents 
with good coordination.

T h e  c o n v e n t i o n 
tagged ‘National Young 
Adults and Youth Af-
f a i r s  2 0 1 6 ’  w i t h  t h e 
t h e m e  ‘ V e s s e l s  u n t o 

Honour’ will focus on 
preparing youths and 
young adults across Ni-
geria towards being ves-
sels unto honour wher-
ever they find them-
selves as they take their 
rightful place in society.

Prior to the conven-
tion, youths across the 
country will converge 
on the redemption camp 
for the 12th edition of 
Redeemed Initiative for 
Skil ls  and Emp ower-
ment (RISE), a youth em-

powerment scheme that 
trains and develop Ni-
gerian youths towards 
entrepreneurship and 
job creation.

B o l a  S o y i n k a ,  n a -
tional coordinator RISE, 
said the scheme’s aim 
is to empower youths 
towards becoming so-
lutions to challenges 
around them. “ When 
you see yourself as a so-
lution to a problem you 
are forced to work some-
thing out to meet that 

CNN African Voices showcases 
expressive artistes in Africa

T
he 30-minute 
magazine pro-
gramme, African 
V o i c e s ,  s p o n -
sored by Globa-

com on CNN International 
will this week beam its 
spotlight on Performing 
Artistes who, through their 
expressive arts, contribute 
to the development of the 
entertainment industry in 
Africa.

The programme spon-
sor, Globacom, said in a 
statement released from its 
headquarters in Lagos that 
the programme will fea-
ture Seyi Ajeigbe, a Nige-
rian dancer, Uganda’s Jonas 
Byaruhanga, founder and 
artistic director of Keiga 
Dance Company based at 
the National Theater in 
Kampala and Rwanda’s 
Eric Ngangare, an oral art-
ist and poet known as Eric 
One-key.

CNN revealed that the 
programme will profile 
dance and slam poetry and 
will examine how “expres-
sive artistes are unleashing 
powerful performances in 

Africa.”
The International TV 

news channel stated that, 
“we start in Uganda with 
a daring dancer who seeks 
inspiration from across the 
continent to develop his 
craft and tackle social is-
sues. In Nigeria, we meet 
a musician combining the 
roots of Brazilian samba 
with traditional Nigeri-
an rhythms to empower 
youth. And in Rwanda, we 
follow a fearless poet who’s 
inspiring others to follow 
their creative path.”

Seyi Ajeigbe is the found-
er of Eko Samba School, 
Lagos, who returned to 
Nigeria from the United 
Kingdom to establish the 
academy and teach from 
his wealth of experience 
gained from performing 
with many groups, includ-
ing the London School of 
Samba and the Samba Reg-
gae Band, Eri Okan.

J o n a s  B y a r u h a n g a 
founded the Keiga Dance 
Company in Kampala and 
also doubles as the artistic 
director. The company has 

SEYI JOHN SALAU

attended many interna-
tional dance festivals such 
as the Indian Ocean Choreo-
graphic Encounters, France 
and the Kunsten Festival 
Des Arts in Belgium.

The third guest is Eric 
One-key. The Rwandan is 
expected to further espouse 
his belief that “of all forms of 
expressions out there, po-

etry is what resonates with 
the voice within for now.”

Globacom urged view-
ers to keep a date with the 
programme at 2.30 p.m. 
on Saturday and at 12.30 
a.m. and 7.30 p.m. on Sun-
day. Further repeats are 
broadcast at 11.30 p.m. on 
Mondays and at 5.30 a.m. 
on Tuesdays.

need in society where 
you find yourself,” Soy-
inka said.

S p e a k i n g  f u r t h e r 
he said,  RISE teaches 
youths and young adults 
to add value to whatever 
they do.  The s cheme 
is also in partnership 
with some of the leading 
banks in Nigeria who 
have equally promised 
to make finance avail-
able to traine es with 
good business proposal 
and plan.

L-R: Provincial Youth Pastor, RCCG Ogun State, Pastor Tosin John; Sist. Femi Oduntan, Dove Television; Director 
of Media, Strategy and Public Relations, RCCG Young Adults & Youth Affairs, Pastor Femi Enigbokan; and Special 
Assistant to The General Overseer on Special Duties and National Youth Pastor, RCCG, Pastor Belemina Obunge at 
media briefing announcing the commencement of National Young Adults & Youth Convention at Redemption Camp, 
Lagos-Ibadan Express way.

N
igeria has urged 
the United States 
of America to dem-
onstrate stronger 

commitment to improved 
economic ties with African 
nations through balanced 
trade relations, arguing that 
the sudden stoppage of im-
port of the Nigerian crude 
oil by the United States was 
antithetical to the flour-
ish of trade and economic 
cooperation upon which 
the Africa Growth and Op-
portunity Act (AGOA) was 
founded, saying that the 
“action contributed to low 
foreign exchange receipts 
and consequent technical 
recession in some of the Af-
rican countries.”

Chris Ngige, Minister of 
Labour and Employment 
made the assertion while 
leading the Nigerian delega-
tion to the Africa Growth and 
Opportunity Act Ministerial 
Roundtable taking place at 
the Department of Labour 
Building Washington D.C, 
United States.

Contributing to the 
theme, “Trade and Worker 
Rights: Inclusive Economic 
Growth in Africa Through 
Trade on the Day One of the 
Roundtable,” Ngige said that 
the capacity of Nigeria to 

NSCDC goes tough on 
counterfeiters, seals 3 oil 
lubricants factories in Kwara

tackle anti-labour practices 
such as child labour, cheap 
labour and human traffick-
ing was being hampered by 
dwindling resources, which 
the stoppage of the import of 
the Nigerian crude by the US 
has accentuated, adding that 
poverty at the low income 
levels make the fight against 
anti-labour practices at the 
base difficult.

He urged the US to assist 
African countries in the en-
tire agricultural value food 
chain of production, process-
ing and preservation as well 
as give increased educational 
assistance to farmers.

“The founding ideal of 
AGOA is to foster a symbiotic 
economic cooperation be-
tween Africa and the United 
States. However, the capacity 
of the African nations such 
as Nigeria to effectively tap 
into the full potentials of the 
body is being checkmated by 
limited resources. Therefore, 
there is a need for America 
to rethink initiatives that 
once made AGOA attractive 
to African countries.” Ac-
cording to Ngige, “rescinding 
her decision on Nigerian 
crude is one of such steps 
that could be taken to buoy 
up our economy and regain 
enough capacity to protect 
workers’ rights and promote 
decent work in an inclusive 
economic growth.

T
hree automobile oil 
lubricants factories 
adulterating and op-
erating illegally in 

llorin and Ogbondoroko in 
Asa Local Government Area 
of Kwara State were on Friday 
sealed up by the Nigerian 
Security and Civil Defence 
Corps (NSCDC) for operating 
at night and without valid 
licence.

The three automobile oil 
factories which have been 
adulterating automobile en-
gine oil for some months 
were sealed during a joint 
patrol and operations of the 
Nigeria Security and Civil 
Defence Corps (NSCDC) and 
Department of Petroleum 
Resources and Department 
of state security service (DSS), 
having found the unwhole-
some practice of the culprits.

BDSUNDAY reports that 
the three automobile engine 

oil factories sealed by a com-
bined security operatives 
were Segma Oil Limited, Og-
bondoroko in Asa Local Gov-
ernment Area; Manner Busi-
ness Ventures and Wobles 
Venture in Offa Garrage Area 
of llorin, the State capital.

T h e  C o m m a n d a n t  o f 
NSCDC in Kwara, Pedro lde-
ba, who disclosed the action 
while speaking with journal-
ists in Ilorin on Friday, said 
“the three companies are 
producing oil illegally, add-
ing that “the products of the 
three factories have been 
confirmed as fake by the 
Department of Petroleum 
Resources (DPR).

Ideba, further said the 
command had arrested over 
50 persons, including direc-
tors and staff of the three 
sealed factories, saying that 
four trucks and some of the 
equipment used for the illegal 
business were impounded by 
the command.

Labour Minister lists poverty, 
trade imbalance as bane of AGOA

 ...arrests 50 suspects
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Recession: Ekweremadu seeks 
Chinese cooperation on way out

D
eputy Sen-
a t e  P r e s i -
d e n t  I k e 
Ekwerema-
du has ap-

pealed to the Chinese 
government to assist 
Nigeria to get out of its 
current economic reces-
sion.

He also appealed to 
the Chines e govern-
m e n t  t o  t ra n s f e r  i t s 
te chnology to Africa 
just as he sought the as-
sistance of China in the 
area of direct foreign 
investment, saying such 
were needed to take the 
continent to the next 
level of development.

Ekweremadu, how-
ever, warned Chinese 
nationals against illegal 
mining in the solid min-
erals sector in Africa, 
asking thos e already 
neck-deep in the activi-
ties to desist forthwith.

T h e  S e n at o r  w h o 

spoke in Abuja when he 
played host to a delega-
tion of the Chinese-Afri-
can People’s Friendship 
Ass o ciation,  CAPFA, 
led by its President and 
former Vice Chairman 
of the Chinese People’s 
Political Consultative 
Conferenc e,  Abulaiti 
Abudurexiti, said China 
could play significant 
friendly roles in getting 
Nigeria out of its current 
e c onomic wo es,  hav-
ing also passed through 
difficult times in their 
match to economic pros-
perity.

He said: “We will like 
to seek China’s support 
to Nigeria’s e c onomy 
particularly and the 
rest of Africa, especially 
now that we have found 
ourselves in recession. 
We expect that China 
will support our initia-
tives aimed at getting 
out of the recession as 
quickly as possible. We 
also expect to see the 
transfer of technology 

a number of complaints 
against some Chinese 
nationals involved in 
the illegal mining in the 
solid mineral sector”.

But he said the Nige-
rian business environ-
ment was conducive for 
those interested in un-
dertaking genuine and 
legal business activities.

“The Nigerian busi-
ness  env ironment is 
very impressive. I be-
lieve that a formal rela-
tionship between these 
miners and the people 
who have investments 
in the s olid minerals 
and the Government of 
Nigeria will help address 
this, warning that the 
country would not wel-
come anything outside 
this. While we welcome 
Chines e involvement 
in our s olid minerals 
sector, we will not ac-
cept any kind of illegal 
mining in Nigeria. We 
will like to ensure that 
our laws are respected 
and we enjoin Nigeri-

ans who live in China 
or doing business with 
China to als o resp e ct 
Chinese laws as well”, he 
stressed.

Ekweremadu also ap-
pealed to Abudurexiti to 
intervene in the prob-
lem arising from acqui-
sition of Chinese visas 
by Nigerians, especially 
businessmen.

He further called for 
closer parliamentary re-
lationship between Chi-
na and Nigeria, saying 
such would help in no 
small measure in sharing 
legislative experiences.

Earlier, in his mission 
address,  Abudurexiti 
said China was interest-
ed in building stronger 
ties with Nigeria.

Describing Nigeria as 
a key nation in Africa, 
he noted that CAPFA 
was also committed to 
expanding and promot-
ing mutually beneficial 
relationship b etwe en 
Nigerian and Chinese 
businesses and citizens.

from China to Africa 
and we expect more of 
dire ct  investment in 
Africa”.

He lauded the eco-
nomic policies of China 
on Africa, saying it had 
significantly helped to 
improve air,  rail  and 
road transport systems 
on the continent and 
appealed to Chinese au-
thorities not to rest on 
their oars.

Ekweremadu,  who 
represents Enugu West 
Senatorial District, also 
c ommende d the gov-
ernment of China for 
supporting Africa’s de-
velopment through soft 
loans, but asking that 
more should b e done 
for Africa to overcome 
its economic challenges.

“We are also aware 
that China has extended 
loan facilities to Africa 
b ro a d - b a s e d  i n  ve r y 
soft terms; we are very 
grateful for all these. But 
we believe that you can 
do more for Africa, espe-

cially now that we are 
experiencing economy 
downturn in Africa. A 
friend in need, they say 
is a friend indeed,” he 
added.

While noting that Ni-
geria’s relationship with 
China had improve d 
greatly, he said the de-
velopment had led to 
increase in marriages 
between citizens of both 
countries.

Speaking on the al-
lege d involvement of 
Chines e nationals  in 
illegal mining of solid 
minerals in Africa, he 
appealed to the leader 
of the delegation and 
government of China 
in general to intervene 
with a view to curbing 
the development.

His words:  “Let me 
us e this  opp ortunity 
to app eal to you and 
inde e d the p e ople of 
China to help check the 
problem of illegal min-
ing in Africa. As a parlia-
ment, we have received 

HOPE MOSES-ASHIKE

Aisha Buhari to flag off Stanbic IBTC 
‘Together 4 A Limb’ charity walk

T
he campaign 
t o  s u p p o r t 
underserved 
c h i l d r e n 
w i t h o u t 

limbs is expected to 
attract greater atten-
tion this year as Aisha 
Buhari, Nigeria’s First 
Lady is expected to 
flag off the 2016 Stan-
bic IBTC ‘Together 4 A 
Limb’ charity walk in 
Abuja.

The annual signa-
ture corporate social 
investment initiative of 
the Stanbic IBTC Group 
will be hosted on Sat-
urday September 24 
and the First Lady Her 
Excellency is expected 
to flag off the walk.

The Abuja charity 
walk will feature eight 
more children who 
have been fitted with 
prostheses, bringing to 
13 the number of ben-
eficiaries, including the 
five who benefitted last 
year. Worthy of note is 
the fact that majority 
of this year’s beneficia-
ries of Stanbic IBTC’s 
prosthesis and educa-

Aisha Buhari

tion trust were selected 
from the Northern re-
gion of  the country, a 
number of whom are 
victims of the Boko Ha-
ram insurgency that has 
besieged the region.

Sola David-Borha, 
chief executive officer, 
Stanbic IBTC Holdings 
PLC, said a cardinal 
objective of the walk 
is to raise awareness 
about the importance 
of supporting the vul-
nerable in society, es-
pecially indigents and 
the youth. “The walk is 
about awakening our 
consciousness to take 
deliberate steps to cre-
ate an all-inclusive so-
ciety in which everyone 
finds fulfillment,” she 
said.

Dav id-Borha said 
by providing the ben-
eficiaries with artifi-
cial limbs and as edu-
cational trust, Stanbic 
IBTC hopes to enable 
them look beyond their 
physical challenges to 
lead fulfilling and re-
warding lives.“We un-
derstand how challeng-
ing it must be for the 
parents and guardians 

of these children, espe-
cially considering the 
high cost of acquiring 
these prostheses and 
of course the value it 
would bring to the daily 
lives of these children,” 
she added. During the 
maiden walk in Lagos 
last year, N1.5 million 
was given to each of 
the five beneficiaries 
via our education trust 
in support of their edu-
cation.

Theme d ‘Just an-
other way of moving 
you forward,’ the event 
will kick-start at 8am, 
with participants wear-
ing Stanbic IBTC’s deep 
blue corporate colours, 
walking a distance of 
8km. The activity is 
part of the corporate so-
cial investments of the 
Group, which is focused 
on three key areas of 
human life: health, edu-
cation, and economic 
empowerment.

“Through this unique 
initiative, we aim to 
awaken the spirit of 
compassion, communi-
ty and the importance 
of youth as the anchor 
of nation building. We 

must not let limb loss 
prevent them from 
achieving their goals in 
life,” David-Borha said.

Stanbic IBTC Hold-
ings PLC, a full service 
financial services group 
with a clear focus on 
three main business 
pillars - Corporate and 
Investment Banking, 
Personal and Business 
Banking and Wealth 
Management. Standard 
Bank Group, to which 
Stanbic IBTC Holdings 
belongs, is the largest 
African bank by as-
sets and market capi-
talisation. It is rooted 
in Africa with strategic 
representation in 20 
countries on the Af-
rican continent. Stan-
dard Bank has been in 
operation for over 153 
years and is focused 
on building first-class, 
on-the-ground financial 
services institutions 
in chosen countries in 
Africa; and connect-
ing  selected emerging 
markets to Africa by ap-
plying sector expertise, 
particularly in natural 
resources, power and 
infrastructure.
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Ex-governors’ jumbo...

Is Buhari administration tearing 
Nigeria apart?

ZEBULON AGOMUO, DANIEL OBI, SAMUEL ESE, YENAGOA

M
any Nigeri-
ans and for-
eigners are, 
increasingly, 
raising con-

cerns that the administration 
of Muhammadu Buhari is 
tearing Nigerians farther 
apart and entrenching a cul-
ture of hate in the polity.

It is being alleged that 
President Buhari is not pre-
tending over it as his appoint-
ments, utterances and body 
language speak volume of his 
divisive tendencies.

Certainly, Nigeria has es-
tablished ethnic fault lines 
dating back to the mid sixties 
which were partly responsi-
ble for the two military coups 
that ended the first civilian 
and military governments.

However, there is the con-
tention that the country is 
more divided today along 
ethnic lines than ever before 
due to the appointments 
made by President Muham-
madu Buhari as well as his ut-
terances and body language.

Many Nigerians are also 
pointing fingers at the Presi-
dent for the recent upsurge in 
brutal and often fatal attacks 
by Fulani herdsmen and a 
push for state governments to 
create grazing reserves.

One indisputable fact is 
that President Buhari pub-
licly affirmed his preference 

Former governors cur-
rently holding public office

 Some former governors 
who currently hold public 
office include Chris Ngige 
(Anambra), a one-time senator 
and currently minister of la-
bour and productivity; Kayode 
Fayemi (Ekiti), minister of solid 
minerals; Rotimi Amaechi (Riv-
ers), minister of transport; 
Babatunde Fashola (Lagos), 
minister of power, works and 
housing, and Ayo Fayose, who 
ruled Ekiti State between May 
29, 2003 and October 16, 2006 
and was elected governor a 
second time in October 2014.

Others are Godswill Ak-
pabio (Akwa Ibom), Theo-
dore Orji (Abia), Bukola Saraki 
(Kwara), Rabiu Kwankwaso 
(Kano), Kabiru Gaya (Kano), 
Abdullahi Adamu (Nasarawa), 
Sam Egwu (Ebonyi), Shaaba 
Lafiagi (Kwara), Joshua Dariye 
(Plateau), Jonah Jang (Plateau), 
Aliyu Magatakarda Wamakko 
(Sokoto), Ahmed Sani Yari-
ma (Zamfara), Danjuma Goje 
(Gombe), Bukar Abba Ibrahim 

(Yobe), Adamu Aliero (Kebbi), 
George Akume (Benue), and 
Isiaka Adeleke (Osun), all of 
which are now senators.

 
Ex-governors currently not 

in public service
 Living ex-governors who 

are currently not in public ser-
vice include Orji Uzor Kalu of 
Abia State (May 29, 1999 to May 
29, 2007); Boni Haruna (May 29, 
1999 to May 29, 2007), Murtala 
Nyako (May 29, 2007 to Febru-
ary 26, 2008; April 29, 2008 to 
July 15, 2014), James Shaibu 
Barka (acting, February 26, 
2008 to April 29, 2008), Ahma-
du Umaru Fintirin (acting, July 
15, 2014 to October 1, 2014), 
and Bala James Ngilari (Octo-
ber 1, 2014 to May 29, 2015), 
all of Adamawa State; Obong 
Victor Attah of Akwa Ibom 
State (May 29, 1999 to May 29, 
2007); Chinwoke Mbadinuju 
(May 29, 1999 to May 29, 2003), 
Peter Obi (March 17, 2006 to 
November 3, 2006; February 
9, 2007 to March 17, 2014), 
Virginia Etiaba (November 3, 
2006 to February 9, 2007), all of 
Anambra State. Etiaba became 
governor when Peter Obi was 

impeached by the state legisla-
ture for alleged gross miscon-
duct. She transferred powers 
back to Obi three months later 
when an appeal court nullified 
the impeachment. Emmanuel 
Nnamdi Uba spent barely two 
weeks in office. He was sworn 
in as governor of Anambra 
State on May 27, 2007 but was 
removed by a Supreme Court 
decision on June 14, 2007.

Others are Adamu Mu’azu 
(May 29, 1999 to May 29, 2007) 
and Isa Yuguda (May 29, 2007 
to May 29, 2015), both of Bau-
chi State; Goodluck Jonathan 
(December 29, 2005 to May 
2007), Timipre Sylva (May 29, 
2007 to April 16, 2008; May 
27, 2008 to January 27, 2012), 
Werinipre Seibarugo (acting, 
April 16, 2008 to May 27, 2008), 
Nestor Binabo (acting, January 
27, 2012 to February 14, 2012), 
all of Bayelsa State; Gabriel 
Suswam of Benue State (May 
29, 2007 to May 29, 2015); Mala 
Kachalla (May 29, 1999 to May 
29, 2003) and Ali Modu Sheriff 
(May 29, 2003 to May 29, 2011), 
both of Borno State; Donald 
Duke (May 29, 1999 to May 29, 
2007) and Liyel Imoke (May 29, 
2007 to May 29, 2015), both of 
Cross River State; James Ibori 
(May 29, 1999 to May 29, 2007) 

and Emmanuel Uduaghan 
(May 29, 2007 to May 29, 2015), 
both of Delta State; Martin 
Elechi of Ebonyi State (May 29, 
2007 to May 29, 2015); Lucky 
Igbinedion (May 29, 1999 to 
May 29, 2007) and Oserheimen 
Osunbor (May 29, 2007 to 
November 29, 2008), both of 
Edo State; Niyi Adebayo (May 
29, 1999 to May 29, 2003), Tope 
Ademiluyi (acting, April 27, 
2007 to May 29, 2007), Segun 
Oni (May 29, 2007 to October 
15, 2010), and Kayode Fayemi 
(October 15, 2010 to October 15, 
2014), all of Ekiti State.

Enugu State has Chimaroke 
Nnamani (May 29, 1999 to May 
29, 2007) and Sullivan Chime 
(May 29, 2007 to May 29, 2015); 
Gombe State has Abubakar 
Habu Hashidu (May 29, 1999 
to May 29, 2003) and Moham-
med Danjuma Goje (May 29, 
2003 to May 29, 2011); Imo 
State has Achike Udenwa (May 
29, 1999 to May 29, 2007) and 
Ikedi Ohakim (May 29, 2007 to 
May 29, 2011); Jigawa State has 
Ibrahim Saminu Turaki (May 
29, 1999 to May 29, 2007) and 
Sule Lamido (May 29, 2007 to 
May 29,  2015); Kaduna State 
has Ahmed Makarfi (May 29, 
1999 to May 29, 2007), Namadi 
Sambo, former vice president 

(May 29, 2007 to May 19, 2010), 
and Mukhtar Ramalan Yero 
(December 15, 2012 to May 19, 
2015); Kano State has Ibrahim 
Shekarau (May 29, 2003 to 
May 29, 2011); Katsina State 
has Ibrahim Shema (May 29, 
2007 to May 29, 2015); Kebbi 
State has Adamu Aliero (May 
29, 1999 to May 29, 2007), Us-
man Saidu Nasamu Dakingari 
(May 29, 2007 to February 24, 
2012), and Aminu Musa Habib 
Jega (acting governor from 
February 24, 2012); Kogi State 
has Ibrahim Idris (May 29, 2003 
to February 6, 2008; March 
29, 2008 to January 2011), 
Clarence Olafemi (February 6, 
2008 to March 29, 2008), and 
Idris Wada (January 2012 to 
February 16, 2016); Lagos State 
has Bola Tinubu (May 29, 1999 
to May 29, 2007); Nasarawa 
State has Abdullahi Adamu 
(May 29, 1999 to May 29, 2007) 
and Aliyu Doma (May 29, 2007 
to May 29, 2011); and Niger 
State has Abdulkadir Kure 
(May 29, 1999 to May 29, 2007) 
and Mu’azu Babangida Aliyu 
(May 29, 2007 to May 29, 2015).

Other are Ogun State with 
Olusegun Osoba (May 29, 1999 
to May 29, 2003), and Gbenga 
Daniel (May 29, 2003 to May 
29, 2011); Osun State has Adebi-

si Akande (May 29, 1999 to 
May 29, 2003) and Olagunsoye 
Oyinlola (May 29, 2003 to No-
vember 29, 2010); Oyo State has 
Lam Adesina (May 29, 1999 to 
May 29, 2003), Rashidi Ladoja 
(May 29, 2003 to May 29, 2007), 
and Christopher Alao-Akala 
(January 2006 to December 7, 
2006; May 29, 2007 to May 29, 
2011); Plateau State has Chris 
Alli (interim administrator, 
May 18, 2004 to November 18, 
2004) and Michael Botmang 
(November 2006 to April 2007); 
Rivers State has Peter Odili 
(May 29, 1999 to May 29, 2007) 
and Celestine Omehia (May 
29, 2007 to October 26, 2007); 
Sokoto State has Attahiru Ba-
farawa (May 29, 1999 to May 
29, 2007) and Abdullahi Balar-
abe Salame (acting, April 11, 
2008 to May 28, 2008); Taraba 
State has Jolly Nyame (May 29, 
1999 to May 29, 2007), Danbaba 
Suntai (May 29, 2007 to Octo-
ber 2012), Garba Umar (acting, 
October 2012 to 2013), and Sani 
Danladi (acting, 2013 to May 
2015); Yobe State has Bukar 
Abba Ibrahim (May 29, 1999 to 
May 29, 2007) and Mamman 
Bello Ali (May 29, 2007 to Janu-
ary 27), while Zamfara State 
has Mahmud Shinkafi (May 29, 
2007 to May 29, 2011).

Continued from  page  2

for people of Hausa/Fulani 
extraction in appointments 
showing his disdain for the 
constitutional federal char-
acter in appointments.

There are more appoint-
ments for Northerners than 
for the Southerners and the 
president does not seem to 
be perturbed by the growing 
public outcry against what is 
being seen as his administra-
tion’s ethnic agenda.

An analyst, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, said: 
“There are many instances 
that lend credence to the fact 
that the government of today 
has further divided the coun-
try along ethnic and religious 
lines. Some people believe 
that the Federal Government 
is using the security agencies 
to protect the Fulani herds-
men while leaving farmers 
unprotected, a situation that 
has emboldened the herds-
men to plunder, maim and 
kill at will. Don’t forget that 
he is said to be the grand pa-
tron of the herdsmen.”

Okwesilieze Nwodo, 
first civilian governor of old 
Enugu State and pioneer 
national secretary of the 
People’s Democratic Party 
(PDP), in a recent interview 
noted that Nigeria is becom-
ing more polarized than ever.

Lamenting the situation, 
Nwodo said: “One of the 

issues with the herdsmen 
is that they feel that their 
own man or brother is the 
president. It is not that the 
president asked them to be 
doing that, but the notion 
that ‘my brother is in charge, 
what you can do to me? is 
the major factor fuelling this 
menace. There must be a 
point at which we are going 
to take the destiny and the 
responsibility of ourselves in 
our own hands; for the coun-
try, as it is now, is becoming 
more polarised. The law in 

this country does not allow 
an individual to purchase an 
AK47 rifle without licence, 
but these herdsmen carry 
it around without anybody 
questioning them; it is wor-
risome.

Lately, the seemingly 
quiet Fulani herdsmen have 
taken to arms, killing and 
maiming people. They have 
attacked in Benue, Enugu, 
Delta, Niger, among other 
states, leaving sour images of 
several deaths.

“For the fifth time in a 

short time, Enugu State has 
been attacked by Fulani 
herdsmen, who seem to have 
been given a licence to kill 
whoever they want to kill in 
any part of Nigeria and get 
away with it,” Ben Durueke 
said in a report.

Ben Nwabueze, a re-
nowned lawyer, professor 
and senior advocate of Nige-
ria (SAN), strongly believes 
that most of the groups agitat-
ing for one thing or the other 
in the South East and South-
South geo-political zones of 

the country are purely doing 
so to vent their anger on the 
perceived marginalisation by 
government.

“I am not sure these agita-
tors really want to secede. I 
think they are merely react-
ing to marginalisation by the 
government, especially in the 
appointments,” he said.

Nwabueze, who also is the 
president of Patriot, a revered 
group of intellectuals and 
elder statesmen campaigning 
for good governance, also ad-

Continues on  page  10
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vised Buhari not to drag the 
country into religious crisis 
hiding under fight against 
terrorism.

“Don’t make the fight 
against terrorism a religious 
issue. We are all against ter-
rorism but don’t drag this 
country into one religious 
group because of terrorism 
or because we are fighting 
terrorism. We cannot use 
the war on corruption as a 
justification for everything. 
We should be very careful. I 
have said all that I need to say 
on this issue of hiding under 
fight against corruption to do 
all sorts of things including 
assaulting the constitution,” 
he said.

Femi Fani-Kayode, a for-
mer minister of Aviation 
and presidential spokesman, 
in his recent essay decried 
the divisiveness of the pres-
ent administration and the 
danger such a tendency holds 
for Nigeria.

Fani-Kayode made a 
reference to a recent let-
ter written by a Republican 
Congressman, Tom Marino, 
to the American Secretary 
of State, John Kerry, on the 
sad developments in Nigeria, 
particularly the hate culture 
that is being enshrined.

Marino, a Republican 
from Pennsylvania who as-
sumed office on January 
3, 2011, said there were a 
number of warning signs 
emerging in the Buhari ad-
ministration that signal “the 
man who once led Nigeria 
as a military dictator might 
be sliding towards former 
autocratic tendencies”.

According to the letter, 
Mario said: “Of additional 
concern is President Buhari’s 
selective anti-corruption 
drive, which has focused 
almost exclusively on mem-
bers of the opposition party, 
over-looking corruption 
amongst some of Buhari’s 
closest advisors. Politicising 
his anti-corruption efforts 
has only reinforced hostility 
among southerners”.

The Congressman par-
ticularly pointed to Buhari’s 
pro-North, pro-Moslem ap-
pointments which consigned 
some parts of the country, 
particularly the South East, to 
spectators and slavish-status 
in the country.

 “Of President Buhari’s 
122 appointees, 77 are from 
the north and control many 
of the key ministries and 
positions of power. Distrust 
is already high in Nigeria and 
favouring Northerners for 
key appointments has only 
antagonised the issue. These 
appointments are also pri-
marily Muslim in the north 
and Christian in the south, 
adding a religious aspect to 
long-held regional biases,” 
he said.

Mario was quoted as 
suggesting that “The State 
Department should urge 
President Buhari to form a 

government that represents 
the diversity of its citizens 
and allows dissenting voices 
to be heard. Democracy can 
thrive only if people are free 
to assemble, to express their 
beliefs, and voice their con-
cerns.”

Commentators have 
equally expressed serious 
concern over the dangerous 
activities of these Fulani 
herdsmen. The leadership of 
the National Assembly said 
the frequent atrocities of 
herdsmen across the country 
are threatening the corporate 
existence of Nigeria. The Sen-
ate President, Bukola Saraki 
had said, “It is important that 
the violence attributed to 
herdsmen is addressed and 
curbed, to ensure the safety, 
well-being and unity of the 
people and the country.”

Similarly, the resurfaced 
violence in Niger Delta is 
threatening the peace and 
economic stability of the mo-
no-product country. To date, 
the Niger Delta Avengers, 
NDA, a militant group in the 
Niger Delta, has killed several 
soldiers and destroyed prop-
erty worth billions of naira.

Only last week, Vice-Pres-

ident Yemi Osinbajo, attrib-
uted the current economic 
recession in the country to 
the loss of almost 60 percent 
revenue due to the activities 
of pipeline vandals in the 
Niger-Delta region. He was 
quoted as saying that “One 
of the key reasons why we 
are in recession is the fact 
that we lost about 60 percent 
of our revenue due to the 
vandalism of the pipelines in 
the Niger-Delta and we lost 
almost 40 percent of the gas. 
But I have strong belief that 
by the grace of God, we will 
be able to resolve that and 
arrest all the mischievous 
pipeline vandals.”

The ongoing destruction 
of oil facilities by NDA com-
pelled Nobel laureate, Wole 
Soyinka, to describe the ac-
tion by the boys as ‘senseless’. 
Unlike the Movement for the 
Emancipation of the Niger 
Delta (MEND), Soyinka was 
yet to find out what exactly 
the militants wanted.

He noted in a TV inter-
view that the only thing 
he had seen was the unjust 
destruction of the nation’s 
oil facilities.

Reports say the “NDA 

have attacked oil producing 
facilities in the delta, causing 
the shutdown of oil termi-
nals and a fall in Nigeria’s oil 
production to its lowest level 
in twenty years. The attacks 
caused Nigeria to fall behind 
Angola as Africa’s largest 
oil producer. The reduced 
oil output has hampered 
the Nigerian economy and 
destroyed its budget, since 
Nigeria depends on the oil 
industry for nearly all its 
government revenues.”

Deadly Boko Haram in the 
northeast Nigeria founded 
in 2002 with the aim of es-
tablishing Islamic region and 
which has killed thousands of 
people since then has doused 
expectations of its seizure 
of fire on enthronement of 
the present administration. 
Instead, it has continued on 
its lethal attacks, behead-
ing and wiping out families, 
with the Chibok girls still in 
its custody.

The Islamic extremist 
group has metamorphosed 
into increasingly sophisti-
cated attacks, initially against 
soft targets and public build-
ings by suicide bombings.

On the heel of these 

group’s dangerous activi-
ties that have kept Nigeria 
uneasy and have frustrated 
investments, comes agitation 
for Biafra in the southeast 
Nigeria.

President Buhari had sev-
erally said that the agitation 
for Biafra State is a plan to 
disintegrate Nigeria, which 
the forefathers fought hard 
to unite. He, therefore, vowed 
that his government would 
fight again if need be to se-
cure the unity of Nigeria. The 
President said that there was 
a serious need for Nigerians 
to work hard to prevent the 
country from collapse.

In a report, Buhari said: 
“That boy (Nnamdi Kanu 
of the Indigenous People of 
Biafra, IPOB), who is calling 
for the separation of Nigeria, 
he was not born when we 
fought for the country’s unity 
during the civil war.” He said 
that it was quite unfortunate 
that over two million people 
were killed during the civil 
war, all in an effort to main-
tain the unity of the country. 
He said division is “a situation 
we cannot allow to repeat 
itself.”“I am ready to fight 
back to defend the country 

from those agitating for the 
creation of Biafra State, even 
if we will get drowned,” the 
president stated.

The Indigenous People of 
Biafra, a non-violent group so 
far, had also accused Buhari 
of dividing and dismember-
ing Nigeria through his lop-
sided appointments since he 
assumed office.

A member of the House 
of Representatives, Nkeiruka 
Onyejeocha, has stated in 
a report that all the factors 
that led to the civil war in 
the country had resurfaced 
and were capable of caus-
ing havoc in the polity, if 
not arrested immediately. 
There appears to be tension 
as Christians and Muslims 
cannot again preach freely 
in their land. In some places, 
open support for any political 
party could result to violence. 
Religions are asking for free-
dom to allow their students 
alter school uniforms and 
wear different uniforms and 
this is causing tension.

Apart from foregoing 
groups in different regions, 
Buhari is also contending 
with socio-political hostility, 
short of open warfare. Some 
individuals and institutions, 
which supported the com-
ing of Buhari administration, 
seem to have backed down. 
In fact, the Buhari admin-
istration, more than ever 
before, is openly discussed 
in different circles by both 
informed and uninformed 
in society. Social media has 
become a major platform.

The character and body 
language of Buhari and his 
government may largely be 
contributing to the many 
‘wars’ on his hands and the 
divisions being experienced.

Buhari rode to power on 
the back of welter of promis-
es to Nigerians. After waiting 
for 16 months, those promises 
are yet to be fulfilled, a devel-
opment that has given vent 
to disillusionment, anger 
and utter disappointment. 
Analysts also say that the 
persistent hate words against 
the immediate past adminis-
tration of Jonathan and his 
party, PDP, by the current 
administration are also di-
visive and have succeeded 
in planting animosity in the 
minds of many Nigerians.

On his appointments, a 
commentator wrote recently 
that while President Buhari 
“received massive support 
from across the country to 
become President, he is by 
his appointments, present-
ing himself as a parochial, 
sectional leader.” This may 
have caused some discomfort 
in some parts of the country. 
The observer advised that 
“for the sake of the coun-
try’s corporate survival, he 
should rise above primordial 
instincts and become a father 
to all Nigerians.”

“We must arrest these 
growing visible divisions 
within thoughts and actions 
among Nigerians as Nigeria’s 
unity will keep the country 
a strong force,” the analyst 
observed.

Is Buhari administration...
Continued from  page  9



Economic recession: States now 
look inward, as Oyo targets N6.1 IGR

F
ollowing the economic 
downturn coupled with 
dwindling federal alloca-
tions, some states are now 
looking inward to shore 

up their revenue base so as to meet 
up with their financial obligations.

The monthly allocations trick-
ling down from the Federal Gov-
ernment to the states and local 
governments have drastically re-
duced as a result of falling oil prices.

The over-dependence on allo-
cations alone from Abuja without 
additional revenue led to about 27 
out of the 36 states not being able 
to pay salaries as and when due to 
their workforce, thereby pitching 
the affected state governments 
against the labour unions.

A good number of the states are 
owing salaries between three and 
nine months. This development 
and the present economic reces-
sion the country is going through 
may have led some states to put 
on their ‘’thinking caps” to devise 
strategies in order to increase their 
financial base through aggressive 
pursuance of various levies and 
taxes to increase their internally 
generated revenues (IGR) as well 
as utilise the abundant natural 
resources in their domain.

Oyo, which pride itself as a 
Pacesetter State is no exception 
as it has embarked on aggressive 
revenue generation drive.

Firstly, the state government 
started enumeration of all proper-
ties in the 33 local government 
areas of the state to help the gov-
ernment have a comprehensive 
Property Data Base of all com-
mercial, educational, health insti-
tutions, industrial and residential 
properties.

Governor Abiola Ajimobi com-
menced this move with a call on 
its commissioners and political 
appointees to begin to pay their 
property tax.

The Commissioner for Lands 
Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, Ajiboye Omodewu said 
the government officials in the 
33 local government areas would 
soon commence the identification 
and enumeration of all properties 
under the supervision of Ministry 
of Lands, Housing and Urban de-
velopment.

The statement further urged 
members of the public to cooperate 
with these officials, saying that the 
action would be beneficial to all 
and sundry.

The government also com-
menced re-energised enforce-
ment of tax laws in the state with 
inauguration of inter-ministerial 
committee on the IGR drive.

The committee is expected to 
visit small, medium and large scale 
enterprises as well as the informal 
sector to demand evidence of tax 
payment in the last three years.

According to Ajimobi, “What 
we are doing is backed by law. We 
are not introducing a new thing; 
we are only trying to enforce pay-
ment of tax through our Board 
of Internal Revenue (BIR). We 

have met with associations and 
market leaders intimating them 
of government’s improved tax 
drive and they showed readiness 
to cooperate with us during the 
engagement. Some citizens are 
law-abiding and they pay their 
taxes, levies and duties when due 
but some have decided not to. It is 
the civic responsibility of every 
citizen to pay tax.”

“Over the years, we have not 
been fully enforcing the tax laws 
in the state. Most states of the fed-
eration were comfortable with the 
revenue from the Federal Govern-
ment but now that the economy is 
dwindling, we have to look inward 
and increase our Internally Gener-
ated Revenue (IGR). I assure you 
that we are not going to create un-
necessary hardship for the people,” 
he added.

According to the governor, the 
increase in revenue generation 
would lead to increase in develop-

mental projects in the state; salaries 
and allowances of government 
workers would also be adequately 
taken care of.

Allaying the fears of the resi-
dents, the state governor assured 
that the tax drive would not create 
hardship for the people, explaining 
that the government was only 
blocking the loopholes affecting 
the state’s economy.

Ajimobi, who spoke through 
the Commissioner for Information, 
Culture and Tourism, Toye Arulo-
gun, stressed that the government 
was simply enforcing already 
existing tax laws in the state, and 
not introducing new ones.

He appealed to industries and 
establishments in the state to co-
operate with government officials 
who would be going round to carry 
out the assignment, adding that 
government’s plan to make life 
meaningful for residents, through 
the judicious use of tax collected 

ment must be generating an IGR of 
N7.6 billion, he said.

Ajimobi said that there were 
two options in the restructuring ef-
fort of the administration to either 
increase revenue or reduce cost.

“In reducing cost, one would 
have to retrench the workforce, 
but since we are not downsizing, 
the only option is to increase rev-
enue base of the state,” he said.

The governor said that in re-
alising this objective, the state 
internal revenue board would be 
reconstituted for effectiveness and 
efficiency.

Ajimobi, while picking holes in 
the state’s current revenue drive, 
alleged fraudulent practices by 
agents collecting revenues for 
government.

He promised to also restructure 
the ministry, departments and 
agencies involved in revenue drive.

The governor said if the gov-
ernment must meet the amount 
needed for salary payment alone, 
all hands must be on deck to lift the 
state finances for the better, having 
gotten an approval from the state 
House of Assembly to improve the 
its revenue profile.

Apart from the revenue drive, 
the government is poised to har-
ness the natural resources in the 
state for optimal advantage. Re-
cently, the state put machinery in 
place to establish and package Shea 
Butter across the state for global 
transaction.

At a sensitisation meeting on 
Shea Butter production in Saki 
West, Saki East an Atisbo Local 
Governments, Ajimobi said it 
was imperative to turn available 
natural resources into wealth by 
improving on production, process-
ing and packaging of agricultural 
produce for reliable marketing 
in order for the state to compete 
favourably in both local and inter-
national markets.

Likewise, as an agrarian state, 
the government has partnered 
with an Australian Agro-Process-
ing Company by acquiring 50 hect-
ares of land in Oke Ogun area. The 
new entrant had swelled the list 
of Australian companies that had 
entered into partnership Agree-
ments with the state government 
in Mining, Agriculture, Education 
and vocational training.

To fast-track the implementa-
tion agreement and memorandum 
of understanding, Governor Aji-
mobi said his administration had 
put in place necessary machinery 
and the enabling environment for 
the businesses to thrive.

Oyo, he told the Australian 
High Commissioner to Nigeria, 
Paul Lehman, is a potentially a 
state of logistics, with a savannah 
temperate region and with the 
highest concentration of research 
institutes for sustainable agricul-
tural development.

It is also a potentially developed 
state for mining, with the avail-
ability of marbles, calamine and 
identified areas of gold, adding that 
the partnership would enhance 
the socio-economic development 
of the state and the living standard 
of the people.

AKINREMI FEYISIPO

from them would be achieved.
Ajimobi also expressed govern-

ment’s empathy with corporate 
bodies, associations, market men 
and women and individuals on the 
high cost of living in the country.

He said that the administration 
is targeting about N6.1billion IGR 
by the year 2019 to get out of the 
present financial mess.

At a meeting with the state 
revenue agencies on the way for-
ward from the current economic 
malaise, he noted that state gov-
ernment is currently generating 
an IGR of N1.2 billion and that 
government hopes to increase it 
to N2.2 billion by 2016.

Also, by 2017, the administra-
tion is targeting N3.6 billion IGR, 
which represents 50 percent in-
crease and by 2019, we must have 
a revenue generating ability of 
N6.1 billion.

To put the state on a sound fi-
nancial footing, Oyo State Govern-

Governor Abiola Ajimobi
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Ex-governors’ jumbo pension  crippling states’ economies

CHUKS OLUIGBO, NATHANIEL AKHIGBE, 
ANIEFIOK UDONQUAK, Uyo, & 
SAMUEL ESE, Yenagoa

W
h i l e  t h o u -
sands of re-
tired civil ser-
vants across 
Nigeria who 

laboured for their states for 35 
years wallow in abject penury 
and die without getting their 
pensions and other entitle-
ments, and while many serv-
ing civil servants go without 
pay for upwards of 10 months, 
former state governors (since 
1999) who spent maximum of 
eight years in office are swim-
ming in millions of taxpayers’ 
naira carted away monthly in 
form of pensions, leaving most 
of the states’ coffers dry.

BDSUNDAY finding shows 
that even former governors 
who are now in public service 
are not exempted from these 
humongous pension allow-
ances. For some of them, it’s 
double portion: they collect all 
the emoluments due to them 
in their new offices while still 
receiving huge sums as pension 
allowances from their state 
governments, some of which 
are unable to pay workers’ 
salaries for several months 
running.

This is even as most state 
governments across the coun-
try have bluntly refused to 
adopt and implement the Con-
tributory Pension Scheme (CPS), 
as captured in the Pension Re-
form Act 2004 and updated in 
the Pension Reform Act 2014, 
which is meant to provide a 
soft landing for retirees while 
also relieving the states of the 
burden of having to pay pen-
sions to retired civil servants 
from the treasury.

Our investigation shows 
that the annual pension allow-
ances of ex-governors, exclud-
ing other humongous allow-
ances, vary from state to state 
and range from N5.5 million 
to as high as N300 million de-
pending on how rich the state 
is, the number of ex-governors, 
and the audacity of a sitting 
governor to influence the state 
legislature to enact pension 
laws that protect his/her in-
terest after office. In-between 
these two extremes are other 
no less mind-blowing figures 
as N6.6 million, N8.8 million, 
N30 million and N200 million.

For instance, in the twilight 
of his eight-year tenure as gov-
ernor of oil-rich Akwa Ibom 
State,  Go dswill  Akpabio in 
2014 signed a law that provides 

N200 million as annual dis-
bursement to former governors 
and a pension for life at a rate 
equivalent to the salary of the 
incumbent governor. The law 
also provides for free medical 
services for each ex-governor 
and spouse at an amount not 
exceeding N100 million per 
annum, a new official car and 
a utility vehicle every four 
years, one personal aide, a 
cook, chauffeurs and security 
guards at a sum not exceeding 
N5 million per month and N2.5 
million.

Similarly in 2007, as gover-
nor of Lagos State, Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu, now the leader of 
the All Progressives Congress 
(APC), also signed a pension law 
that grants benefits for life for 
former governors of the state. 
These include two houses (one 
in Lagos and another in Abuja), 
six brand new cars replaceable 
every three years, furniture 
allowance of 300 percent of an-
nual salary to be paid every two 
years, and a reported N2.5 mil-
lion as monthly pension pay.

In Rivers State, the pension 
law provides 100 percent of 
annual basic salaries for ex-
governors. Kano State Pension 
Rights Law 2007 provides for 
100 percent of annual basic sala-
ries. Kwara State 2010 Pension 
Law gives a former governor 
300 percent of his salary. In So-
koto State, ex-governors receive 
N200 million monetisation for 
other entitlements which in-
clude domestic aides, residence 
and vehicles that could be re-
newed after every four years.

Investigation also shows 
that Plateau State has a pension 
law that supports the payment 
of N600,000 to its ex-governor 
as monthly take-home; Gombe 
State has a law supporting the 
provision of N300 million as 
pension benefits for the ex-
governors.

Our enquiries in Bayelsa 
State show that there is no leg-
islation legitimizing payment of 
huge pension allowances to for-
mer governors of the state, but 
an impeccable source confided 
in BDSUNDAY that former 
Governor Timipre Sylva paid 
certain monthly allowances to 
former governors of the state.

Although our source did 
not specify the amount, he, 
however, disclosed that Sylva 
paid such allowances to former 
military governors Caleb Ol-
ubolade and Edoor Obi as well 
as Diete Alfred-Spiff, who was 
military governor of the old 
Rivers State, and former civil-
ian governors, late Diepreye 

Alamieyeseigha and Goodluck 
Jonathan.

Our source also said that 
incumbent Governor Henry 
Seriake Dickson has refused 
to pay Sylva such monies but 
could not state if others were 
receiving the monthly pay-
ments from the state govern-
ment.

BDSUNDAY could not, how-
ever, establish whether all the 
states were paying pension 
to former governors and how 
much each state was paying. 
Many of our s ourc es were 
reluctant to speak for fear of 
victimisation. However, our 
finding shows that like the ob-
noxious monthly security vote 
for serving governors, which is 
mired in opacity, the matter of 
outrageous pensions appears to 
be a common interest that all 
ex-governors, irrespective of 
their political party affiliation, 
labour to protect.

Many Nigerians who spoke 
to BDSUNDAY say this jumbo 
pension to former governors is 
the reason many states are in 
financial crisis of immense pro-
portions, with a good number 
of them unable to pay workers 

and pensioners and meet other 
obligations. For instance, while 
Akwa Ibom State government 
now receives N5.6 billion as its 
statutory monthly allocation, it 
requires N6.5 billion to meet the 
wage bill of workers in the state.

While analysts agree that 
the current economic recession 
has its roots in the way gover-
nors across many states of the 
federation conducted economic 
activities in their various states 
in the past years, they are wor-
ried that continued payment 
of huge amounts of pension to 
ex-governors, most of who stole 
their states’ treasuries dry, is 
not only sinful, immoral and in-
sensitive but also unwarranted, 
especially at a time like this 
when the economy is in coma.

Tijah Bolton, head of Policy 
Alert, a non-governmental or-
ganisation working to promote 
economic and environmental 
justice in the Niger Delta re-
gion, who describes the jumbo 
pension scheme by former gov-
ernors as criminal, says those in 
power have always found ways 
to gratify themselves at the 
expense of the people, adding 
that it is a double pay for most 

of the governors who are now 
senators receiving remunera-
tions from the same system.

“It is taken as a first line 
charge! Yet we’re crying that 
we are unable to fund capital 
projects and unable to pay 
salaries and pensions of the 
workers,’’ he says.

Bolton contends that it will 
be difficult to talk about reces-
sion without putting the blame 
at the doorsteps of governors 
as well.

“We cannot talk about re-
cession without blaming the 
governors. The states and lo-
cal government areas receive 
about 48 percent of all federally 
allocated revenues, so the way 
they managed all those re-
sources has a bearing on where 
we are now,” he says.

Bolton is also of the view 
that the recession should be 
an opportunity for all tiers of 
government, but especially 
states and LGAs, to increase fis-
cal prudence and start putting 
the people’s money where the 
people’s issues are, reduce cost 
of governance, unnecessary 
aides, etc, and invest more in 
diversification, especially in 

Governor Seriake Dickson Godswill Akpabio
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...as retired civil servants die ‘unpensioned’ after 35yrs of service

...states refuse to implement Contributory Pension Scheme



Ex-governors’ jumbo pension  crippling states’ economies

Bola Tinubu Emmanuel Uduaghan

agriculture.
For Sammy Etuk, a legal 

p ra c t i t i o n e r,  t h e  p e n s i o n 
scheme is a huge fraud. He 
adds, however, that though it 
has taken a huge toll on the 
resources of the states, it can 
hardly be solely responsible 
for the current financial crisis.

“The truth is the present 
government lacks good eco-
nomic policies to address the 
global economic downturn 
and it lacks capable hands to 
navigate the country out of this 
musky,’’ he said.

 
State govts in breach of Pen-

sion Reform Act
 Meanwhile, the first quar-

ter review report by the Ni-
gerian Pension Commission 
(PenCom) released in March 
2016 shows that 24 out of the 
36 states of the federation, in 
total violation of the Pension 
Reform Act 2014, have failed to 
implement Contributory Pen-
sion Scheme (CPS) and Group 
Life Insurance for civil ser-
vants in their states.

A breakdown of the level of 
implementation of the CPS by 
the state governments shows 
that apart from Lagos, Niger, 
Osun and Rivers States which 
have complied fully with the 
provisions of the Pension Re-
form Act 2014 through remit-
tance of contribution, funding 
of Accrued Rights (Retirement 
Benefit Bond Redemption Fund 
Accounts) and implementation 
of Group Life Insurance, all 
other states are in default.

Ogun, Anambra, Delta and 
Kaduna States have partially 
complied; the four states have 
commenced remittance of pen-
sion contribution, are funding 
RBBRFAs, but have failed to im-
plement Group Life Insurance. 
Zamfara State has commenced 
remittance of contribution, but 
is neither funding RBBRFAs 
nor implementing Group Life 
Insurance.

Imo is yet to commence re-
mittance of pension contribu-
tions, but the Imo State Univer-
sity is currently implementing 
the CPS under the auspices of 
the PRA 2014. The state gov-
ernment is neither funding 
RBBRFAs nor implementing 
Group Life Insurance. Jigawa 
State’s assets have been trans-
ferred to six PFAs for manage-
ment N/A N/A, while Kano’s 
assets are yet to be transferred 
N/A N/A.

Apart from these, the rest of 
the states are in total default. 
Abia, Akwa Ibom, Adamawa, 
Bauchi, Bayelsa, Benue, Borno, 
Cross River, Ebonyi, Edo, Ekiti, 
Enugu, Gombe, Katsina, Kebbi, 
Kogi, Kwara, Nasarawa, Ondo, 
Oyo, Plateau, Sokoto, Taraba 
and Yobe have yet to com-
mence remittance of contribu-
tion, are not funding RBBRFAs, 
and are not implementing 
Group Life Insurance.

 Former governors current-
ly holding public office 

Some former governors who 
currently hold public office in-
clude Chris Ngige (Anambra), a 
one-time senator and currently 
minister of labour and produc-
tivity; Kayode Fayemi (Ekiti), 
minister of s olid minerals; 
Rotimi Amaechi (Rivers), min-
ister of transport; Babatunde 
Fashola (Lagos), minister of 
power, works and housing, and 
Ayo Fayose, who ruled Ekiti 
State between May 29, 2003 
and October 16, 2006 and was 
elected governor a second time 
in October 2014.

Others are Godswill Akpabio 
(Akwa Ibom), Theodore Orji 
(Abia), Bukola Saraki (Kwara), 
Rabiu Kwankwas o (Kano) , 
Kabiru Gaya (Kano), Abdul-
lahi Adamu (Nasarawa), Sam 
Egwu (Ebonyi), Shaaba Lafiagi 
(Kwara), Joshua Dariye (Pla-
teau), Jonah Jang (Plateau), 
Aliyu Magatakarda Wamakko 
(Sokoto),  Ahmed Sani Yari-
ma (Zamfara), Danjuma Goje 
(Gombe), Bukar Abba Ibrahim 
(Yobe), Adamu Aliero (Kebbi), 
George Akume (Benue), and 
Isiaka Adeleke (Osun), all of 
which are now senators.

 
Ex-governors currently not 

in public service
 Living ex-governors who 

are currently not in public 
service include Orji Uzor Kalu 
of Abia State (May 29, 1999 to 
May 29, 2007); Boni Haruna 
(May 29, 1999 to May 29, 2007), 
Murtala Nyako (May 29, 2007 
to February 26, 2008; April 29, 
2008 to July 15, 2014), James 
Shaibu Barka (acting, Febru-
ary 26, 2008 to April 29, 2008), 
Ahmadu Umaru Fintirin (act-
ing, July 15, 2014 to October 1, 
2014), and Bala James Ngilari 
(October 1, 2014 to May 29, 
2015), all of Adamawa State; 
Obong Victor Attah of Akwa 
Ibom State (May 29, 1999 to May 
29, 2007); Chinwoke Mbadinuju 
(May 29, 1999 to May 29, 2003), 
Peter Obi (March 17, 2006 to 
November 3, 2006; February 
9, 2007 to March 17, 2014), 
Virginia Etiaba (November 3, 
2006 to February 9, 2007), all of 
Anambra State. Etiaba became 
governor when Peter Obi was 
impeached by the state legisla-
ture for alleged gross miscon-
duct. She transferred powers 
back to Obi three months later 
when an appeal court nullified 
the impeachment. Emmanuel 
Nnamdi Uba spent barely two 
weeks in office. He was sworn 
in as governor of Anambra 
State on May 27, 2007 but was 
removed by a Supreme Court 
decision on June 14, 2007.

Others are Adamu Mu’azu 
(May 29, 1999 to May 29, 2007) 
and Isa Yuguda (May 29, 2007 
to May 29, 2015), both of Bau-
chi State; Goodluck Jonathan 
(December 29, 2005 to May 
2007), Timipre Sylva (May 29, 

2007 to April 16, 2008; May 
27, 2008 to January 27, 2012), 
Werinipre Seibarugo (acting, 
April 16, 2008 to May 27, 2008), 
Nestor Binabo (acting, January 
27, 2012 to February 14, 2012), 
all of Bayelsa State; Gabriel 
Suswam of Benue State (May 
29, 2007 to May 29, 2015); Mala 
Kachalla (May 29, 1999 to May 
29, 2003) and Ali Modu Sheriff 
(May 29, 2003 to May 29, 2011), 
both of Borno State; Donald 
Duke (May 29, 1999 to May 29, 
2007) and Liyel Imoke (May 29, 
2007 to May 29, 2015), both of 
Cross River State; James Ibori 
(May 29, 1999 to May 29, 2007) 
and Emmanuel Uduaghan (May 
29, 2007 to May 29, 2015), both 
of Delta State; Martin Elechi 
of Ebonyi State (May 29, 2007 
to May 29, 2015); Lucky Igbin-
edion (May 29, 1999 to May 29, 
2007) and Oserheimen Osun-
bor (May 29, 2007 to November 
29, 2008), both of Edo State; 
Niyi Adebayo (May 29, 1999 to 
May 29, 2003), Tope Ademiluyi 
(acting, April 27, 2007 to May 
29, 2007), Segun Oni (May 29, 
2007 to October 15, 2010), and 
Kayode Fayemi (October 15, 
2010 to October 15, 2014), all 
of Ekiti State.

Enugu State has Chimaroke 
Nnamani (May 29, 1999 to May 
29, 2007) and Sullivan Chime 
(May 29, 2007 to May 29, 2015); 
Gombe State has Abubakar 
Habu Hashidu (May 29, 1999 to 
May 29, 2003) and Mohammed 
Danjuma Goje (May 29, 2003 

to May 29, 2011); Imo State has 
Achike Udenwa (May 29, 1999 
to May 29, 2007) and Ikedi Oha-
kim (May 29, 2007 to May 29, 
2011); Jigawa State has Ibrahim 
Saminu Turaki (May 29, 1999 to 
May 29, 2007) and Sule Lamido 
(May 29, 2007 to May 29,  2015); 
Kaduna State has Ahmed Ma-
karfi (May 29, 1999 to May 29, 
2007), Namadi Sambo, former 
vice president (May 29, 2007 to 
May 19, 2010), and Mukhtar Ra-
malan Yero (December 15, 2012 
to May 19, 2015); Kano State 
has Ibrahim Shekarau (May 29, 
2003 to May 29, 2011); Katsina 
State has Ibrahim Shema (May 
29, 2007 to May 29, 2015); Kebbi 
State has Adamu Aliero (May 
29, 1999 to May 29, 2007), Us-
man Saidu Nasamu Dakingari 
(May 29, 2007 to February 24, 
2012), and Aminu Musa Habib 
Jega (acting governor from 
February 24, 2012); Kogi State 
has Ibrahim Idris (May 29, 2003 
to February 6, 2008; March 29, 
2008 to January 2011), Clar-
ence Olafemi (February 6, 2008 
to March 29, 2008), and Idris 
Wada (January 2012 to Febru-
ary 16, 2016); Lagos State has 
Bola Tinubu (May 29, 1999 to 
May 29, 2007); Nasarawa State 
has Abdullahi Adamu (May 29, 
1999 to May 29, 2007) and Aliyu 
Doma (May 29, 2007 to May 
29, 2011); and Niger State has 
Abdulkadir Kure (May 29, 1999 
to May 29, 2007) and Mu’azu 
Babangida Aliyu (May 29, 2007 
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to May 29, 2015).
Other are Ogun State with 

Olusegun Osoba (May 29, 1999 
to May 29, 2003), and Gbenga 
Daniel (May 29, 2003 to May 
29, 2011); Osun State has Adebisi 
Akande (May 29, 1999 to May 
29, 2003) and Olagunsoye Oyin-
lola (May 29, 2003 to November 
29, 2010); Oyo State has Lam 
Adesina (May 29, 1999 to May 
29, 2003), Rashidi Ladoja (May 
29, 2003 to May 29, 2007), and 
Christopher Alao-Akala (Janu-
ary 2006 to December 7, 2006; 
May 29, 2007 to May 29, 2011); 
Plateau State has Chris Alli 
(interim administrator, May 18, 
2004 to November 18, 2004) 
and Michael Botmang (Novem-
ber 2006 to April 2007); Rivers 
State has Peter Odili (May 29, 
1999 to May 29, 2007) and Ce-
lestine Omehia (May 29, 2007 
to October 26, 2007); Sokoto 
State has Attahiru Bafarawa 
(May 29, 1999 to May 29, 2007) 
and Abdullahi Balarabe Salame 
(acting, April 11, 2008 to May 
28, 2008); Taraba State has Jolly 
Nyame (May 29, 1999 to May 29, 
2007), Danbaba Suntai (May 29, 
2007 to October 2012), Garba 
Umar (acting, October 2012 to 
2013), and Sani Danladi (acting, 
2013 to May 2015); Yobe State 
has Bukar Abba Ibrahim (May 
29, 1999 to May 29, 2007) and 
Mamman Bello Ali (May 29, 
2007 to January 27), while Zam-
fara State has Mahmud Shinkafi 
(May 29, 2007 to May 29, 2011).
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A
t the height of the Am-
nesty Programme of late 
President Umaru Musa 
Yar’Adua, Kenneth Tekena 
was among the militants 

who publicly renounced militancy and 
handed over some of their guns to the 
authorities just to collect their pay-offs 
in public view and to please the inter-
national community. Yet, many guns, 
including AK-47s, were stashed in the 
creeks and are today among those pa-
raded by kidnappers who are not ben-
eficiaries of the Amnesty Programme. 

“I left my two guns and travelled to 
Lagos to learn commercial boat-building 
at Tarzan Marine, Lekki under an ap-
prenticeship scheme of Niger Delta 
Amnesty Programme. Six months into 
the programme, I was told my brothers 
hired out the guns to youths who now 
use them for kidnapping. We would 
have handed over the guns then, but we 
were conscious because government 
has reneged on its promises severally,” 
Tekena says.

Some of those guns were the ones 
used in some high profile kidnappings, 
including those of the mother of Gover-
nor Henry Seriake Dickson of Bayelsa 
State, foster father of former President 
Goodluck Jonathan, uncle to former 
Governor Timipre Sylva, and many oth-
ers across the Niger Delta.

Sad to say that there have been 
stage-managed kidnappings for politi-
cal reasons over the past 10 years in the 
state which ranks as one of the states 
with high incidence of kidnappings for 
ransom.

But the past few months have seen 
a sharp reduction in the number of 
kidnappings which may be due to the 
heavy presence of military and para-
military groups along the waterways or 
as a result of under-reporting.

A few years ago, the Bayelsa State 
executive sponsored an anti-kidnapping 
bill which has since been passed into 
law by the House of Assembly. The law 
prescribes a death penalty by firing 
squad for any persons found guilty but 
ever since, nobody has been convicted.

Stakeholders have faulted the law 
citing certain provisions which could 
hinder its implementation, such as the 
death penalty by firing squad. They also 
cite the fact that other states that have 
such legislation are facing an uphill task 
in implementation due to the negative 
impact of capital punishment all over 
the world.

However, from the Niger Delta, the 
many guns are finding their way to 
other parts of the country where jobless 
youths are using them to perpetrate so 
many nefarious activities, especially 
kidnapping, robbery and smuggling.

In the late 2000s, Abia State became 
notorious for kidnapping, especially the 
Aba region, due to the cheap guns from 
Niger Delta. Edo witnessed same spate 
of kidnapping as much as Rivers, Akwa 
Ibom and Anambra States.

Edo State, like others in the South-
South geo-political zone, has had its fair 

share of the negative impact of kidnap-
ping cases. The hydra-headed monster 
which reared its ugly head in April 2006 
with the kidnap of Joe Atohegbe, com-
missioner for Agriculture and Natural 
Resource to Governor Lucky Igbinedion, 
has refused to abate.

Atohegbe was abducted at his 
residence in Benin City and taken to 
Abraka, Delta State, but was however 
granted freedom after the payment of 
N2 million ransom.

Since that incident several thousands 
of persons, both indigenes and non-in-
digenes of the state, had been abducted 
at different locations within the state.

Some of those that had a raw deal 
with suspected kidnappers include 
retired military officers, bankers, politi-
cians, farmers, students, civil servants, 
businessmen and women, legal prac-
titioners, judges, investors, clergymen 
and women, pupils, medical personnel, 
nurses, academics, market women, 
among others.

It is also noteworthy that these 
victims paid several millions of naira 
ransom to secure freedom while others 
either died or were maimed.

The activities of kidnappers have cre-
ated several orphans, widows, widow-
ers, single parents and childless parents 
in the state. Some of the victims that 
had their lives cut short by the kidnap-
pers after payment of ransoms are 
Edwin Ajaere, managing director of God 
is Good Motors (N4m); Osazee Evbuom-
wan, managing director of Alpha 
Furniture Company (N3.5m); Bayo Ade, 
a musician (N500,000), among others.

Others who paid huge ransom to 

secure their release include Samuel 
Osaghae, a cleric (N12m), Ogiegor 
(N2m), Kennedy Okeguale, a petroleum 
dealer (N13m), Monday Osayande, a 
transporter (N40m), Andrew Ojiem-
hekele (N5m for his son’s release), and 
Omiaka (N2.8m) and Emmanuel Ewafo 
(N850,000).

The family of S.K. Ilugbekhai in 
Agenebode, Etsako East local govern-
ment area, is still at loss till today as to 
the whereabouts of their over 70-year-
old matriarch kidnapped in April 
2010 at her residence at Ivhioghe by 
unknown gunmen in the presence of 
her grandchildren, in spite of the N50 
million demanded by her abductors.

Also John Omiwen, the managing 
director and chief executive officer of 
Benroll Group of Companies and one-
time Edo State chairman of Electronics 
Dealers Association, had early in 2010 
left the shores of Nigeria following the 
kidnap and subsequent assassination of 
his wife as well as threat to his life and 
children.

Within that period, the former 
Inspector General of Police, Mohammed 
Abubakar, who was the then Assistant 
Inspector General of Police in charge 
of Zone 5, Benin-City, had in a March 
2010 press briefing revealed that about 
166 cases of kidnapping were recorded 
in the zone which comprises Edo, Delta 
and Bayelsa States, as against 229 as at 
September 2008 to June 2009.

These figures were, however, at vari-
ance with the figures released by Dan-
lami Yar’Adua, the then commissioner 
of police in Edo State who disclosed that 
126 kidnap suspects were arrested in 

the state, out of which 85 were charged 
to court while about 41 were then in 
police custody.

Lagos: the story of one-chance
But while the kidnappers in these 

areas were fiercer and after big money, 
their counterparts in South-West states, 
especially Lagos, were mainly after in-
nocent passengers and passersby until 
recently when the big guns from the 
creeks found their way into the riverine 
areas of Lagos.

Though mild, the one-chance kidnap-
ping model has been very popular in 
Lagos for ages now. The kidnappers 
are even reinventing their skills in the 
face of much public awareness of their 
nefarious activities.

Idiks Abel, a young graduate, has a 
dose of experience with Lagos kidnap-
pers. Though a newcomer to the labour 
market in Lagos, she was not a stranger 
to the intricacies of the city, thus she 
had no qualms boarding a bus in the 
evening as long as it was at designated 
bus-stops.

This was the case one early evening 
in 2006 when, on her way home to 
Ebutte-Metta, a suburb of Lagos, she 
boarded a half-filled commercial bus at 
Masha area of Surulere. Always cau-
tious, she looked around as she sat at the 
rear of the bus beside a male passenger 
who sat close to the exit. Everything 
seemed normal, and when one of the 
passengers alighted at a bus-stop not far 
from where Abel had boarded, it only 
helped to set her at ease.

This ease did not last long as the 
driver took a wrong turn, heading 
towards an area in Ajegunle known as 
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Boundary, instead of her stop at Costain. 
When she raised an alarm at the wrong 
turn, she received a resounding slap 
from the supposed passenger beside her 
who after then brought out a pistol. At 
that point it was evident that apart from 
an elderly man, a middle-aged lady and 
Abel herself, all others in the bus were 
part of the gang of robbers/kidnappers 
popularly referred to as “one chance”.

“This is not happening. But I took the 
bus from a known bus-stop, not ran-
domly along the road,” she thought.

But it was not a nightmare; it was 
real! They searched their three victims 
and took everything they had on them 
that they felt would profit them. An 
irony was when the gun-wielding thug 
beside Abel ransacked her bag, took the 
money he saw in her wallet and shoved 
it into his pocket as he called out to his 
partners, “This girl has no money on her, 
only her empty bags and documents”.

Meanwhile, the elderly man was 
pleading that they could take his phone, 
but that they should let him have his 
SIM card, but they turned a deaf ear. 
Obviously the cash they got that night 
was not worth their while as they 
eventually dropped their victims at a 
notorious area, known as Ijora, a hood 
for thugs, bandits and hoodlums.

Fast-forward to 2016, the same dra-
ma and scene still play out, as evidenced 
by the case of Grace Ekong. Ekong was 
picked from the same bus-stop, headed 
to the same location, Costain, and her 
bus diverted at the same intersection 
which was heading to Boundary/Apapa 
area. The only difference was the tim-
ing.

Ekong was on her way to the popu-
lar Oyingbo market at 5 that morning 
when she boarded the bus and as she 
recounted, she was suddenly aware that 
they were taking her to an unknown 
destination.

Again, the victims were searched 
and their valuables taken from them. 
One of the ladies in the bus was wail-
ing that she was a widow on her way 
to the market as she pleaded with them 
to have mercy, but her pleas fell on deaf 
ears.

What saved the day for Ekong was 
when she received divine insight on 
how best to save herself from the situ-
ation without putting up a struggle and 
getting shot in the process because by 
then, the hoodlums had brought out 
their guns as usual.

“Please don’t hurt me. I am pregnant,” 
Ekong cried to her captors.

Her declaration was met with 
anger and frustration from the gang 
of kidnappers because, according to 
them, kidnapping a child or a pregnant 
woman was deemed ‘bad luck’; in fact, it 
was something they forbade.

So grudgingly, Ekong had her pos-
sessions and cash returned to her. Not 
just that, she was driven back to the 
bus-stop where they had picked her and 
wished a ‘safe delivery’!

But how many people are that for-
tunate in a country that has become a 
nightmare for many families who are 
suffering in silence over loved ones who 
stepped out the front door never to be 
seen five, 10, 15 years later?

The spate of kidnapping is alarming 
and it is evident it will not reduce or 
abate anytime soon due to various fac-
tors working in its favour.

Lagos as a metropolitan city, with its 
vast resources and enviable internally 
generated revenue, is still one big ‘local 
village’ or ‘rural area’ when it comes 
to development. It boasts some of the 
worst set of streets/roads in any state as 
well as dark corners.

The dark streets and bus-stops make 
it difficult for commuters to carefully se-
lect which bus or taxi to patronize. The 
police are content to hide in the shad-
ows of this darkness to harass unsus-
pecting private car owners and collect 
monies from motorcyclists and tricycle 
riders. And for the better part, these 
police officers have been compromised 
because apart from collecting bribes 
from these bus drivers and conductors, 
they are absent from major roads.

Sad to say, Lagos is not the only state 
with these nefarious acts as every state 
in Nigeria has its share of kidnapping, 
unsettling indigenes and residents who 
oftentimes live in fear of being kid-
napped.

The economic hardship faced by 
many has been blamed for the rise in 
kidnap cases, but that is not the only 
reason. Most kidnappers caught always 
confess that the fact they can make 
‘quick cash’ without much toil is an at-
traction in that line of business.

Who to blame
Currently, Nigeria witnesses at least 
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10 kidnapping cases every day, and 
many attribute the growing rate to 
hardship in the country. Some others 
argue that even in the oil boom, kid-
napping was rampant, and just that 80 
percent of the cases involved expatriate 
oil workers.  

Tracing the history of kidnapping in 
the country, Ofili Ojie, a security expert 
and lawyer, noted that kidnapping and 
even terrorism were unknown until 
the late 90s. The rate of kidnapping 
increased further in the late 2000s and 
is about quadrupling with the economic 
recession. Ojie blames government for 
the spate of kidnapping in the country 
today.

“It is a sign that formal authority is 
ineffectual and that checks and balanc-
es in governance are not working since 
little or no prosecution of cases abound. 
The kidnapper grows his trade on the 
assumption that there is no justice and 
equality provided by organisation of 
society as to encourage people to work 
and conscientiously earn a decent liv-
ing,” he says.

Government interventions
Worried by the upsurge of kidnap-

pings that had resulted to loss of several 
lives, capital flight, Edo State Govern-
ment under Governor Adams Oshiom-
hole created employment interven-
tionist agency codenamed Edo Youth 

Empowerment Scheme (Edo YES), the 
now-disbanded agency which had pro-
vided job to over 10,000 youths in the 
state to stem the tide of youth involve-
ment in criminal activities.

The government also initiated a joint 
patrol security outfit known as “Opera-
tion Thunderstorm”, which comprises 
170 army, 16 air force, and 110 police 
officers to combat the ugly trend. It 
also provided the security outfit with 
the necessary equipment, including 
over 100 well-equipped Hilux Pick-Up 
vans, complete with the state-of-the-art 
communication gadgets and a greater 
number of bullet-proof vests. In addi-
tion, the state government initiated a 
financial assistance reward and recog-
nition scheme for the police personnel 
wounded or killed in the course of duty.

As part of the government security 
policies, Oshiomhole set up the Neigh-
bourhood Watch Committee to fast-
track community policing. Under the 
now-disbanded initiative, thousands 
of able-bodied men and women were 
recruited. In September 2011, the state 
governor revealed that over 250 persons 
were in prison serving various jail terms 
for kidnapping while 100 others were in 
police custody then awaiting trial.

The government also initiated a fi-
nancial reward system for anyone who 
volunteered useful information that 
could lead to the apprehension of kid-
nappers. From an initial N1 million, the 
state government increased the prize to 
N2 million.

In 2013, the Edo State Government 
signed into law an anti-kidnapping law 
prescribing death penalty for anyone 
found guilty of the crime. The law also 
prescribed demolition of houses that 
harboured kidnappers.

But in spite of the government’s 
security intervention, especially in the 
period between the signing of anti-kid-
napping law to date, the number of ar-
rested kidnappers in the state is estimat-
ed to be above 200. But for ordinary Edo 
citizens, the number of kidnap victims 
is estimated to be more than 1,000 as 
they believe that the number of victims 
reported to security agencies is far less 
than those that were not reported.

Statistics by the office of the then As-
sistant Inspector-General of Police, Zone 
5, Musa Daura, revealed that between 
January and December 31, 2015, a total 
of 209 kidnappers were arrested, nine 
killed and four foiled  in the zone.

Available statistics from the Edo State 
Police command in August 2015 stated 
that between July and August that year, 
20 kidnappers were arrested. Also from 
December 14, 2015 to January 31, 2016, 
a total of 19 kidnappers were arrested. 
The same Police Command arrested 
47 kidnappers between September 9, 
2015 and April 7, 2016, while 17 were 
charged to court. In the same last July, 
10 kidnappers were arrested by the 
command.

Kidnapped victims such as Joe 
Atohegbe and Tes Soare attributed the 
spate of kidnappings and other criminal 
activities to unemployment.

While Atohegbe advocated for 
massive investment in job creation by 
the three tiers of government, Soare 
expressed willingness to collaborate 
with the state government in its job cre-
ation drive by setting up employment 
foundation.



Can we really break free? INSIDE Aso Rock

With ELIZABETH ARCHIBONG
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son is faceless and nameless 
(not that I expected the 

presidency to release his 
name). I have tried to picture 
the deputy director who the 
presidency said “accepted re-
sponsibility for the insertion 
of the contentious paragraph” 
and I

have decided to give up, 
because I don’t just believe 
he exists.

Well, let us put this matter 
to rest by urging the president 
and his team to ensure that his 
speeches fraught with prom-
ises are passionately coined 
from him so that we don’t hold 
onto borrowed

promises.
Back to the first family. The 

president’s wife and daughters 
were on ground in New York 
for the UNGA alongside other 
members of the

Nigerian delegation. I al-
most dismissed it with the 
wave of hand saying “well 
other first ladies were on the 
ground with their husbands 
too.” But how many came with 
their children?

The Social media was 
abuzz with pictures of the 
first family and Nigerians 
cried out pointing that the first 
family had gone on recess in 
New York while the rest of the 
country is in recession.

I cannot imagine that other 
world leaders came to New 
York with their families too 
in the wake of a recession back 
home. Well if they did,

good luck to them. But in 
Nigeria, where we are preach-
ing change, it was totally un-
acceptable.

 Besides the first family, 
wives of governors were also 
on ground with their respec-
tive entourage. A security per-
sonnel who was manning one

of the events attended by 
the first family and governors 
wives said to me “it looks like 
everyone in here is a Nigerian”. 
I stared at him and

he realised I too was a Nige-
rian. I didn’t blame him.

The past administration 
was criticised for similar reck-
lessness and I would prefer not 
to over-flog the matter. But 
then again I ask, are we re-
ally breaking free? Nigerians 
would not want to go back to 
where they are coming from, 
but they certainly would 
want not to be dancing round 
in circles. It now seems like the 
more we change things, the

more they remain the 
same.

ment in the workings of gov-
ernment because of the presi-
dent’s anti-graft war. I

partially agree with that. 
However, the problem is that 
the picture isn’t entirely com-
plete.

Don’t let me weigh you 
down with a reminder of our 
present economic realities. But 
I’m afraid I will. Nigerians back 
home are groaning in

the face of the recession. 
Like I referenced last week, 
families are starving while 
inflation reached an 11-year 
high of 17.6percent, driving up

prices of consumer goods, 
especially food. It would be 
good to have a complete pic-
ture of a Nigeria free of cor-
ruption, nepotism, and tribal-
ism. A Nigeria, making good 
use of its abundant resources. I

agree we have had our fair 
share of challenges but the 
Nigerian story still feels like 
being in the water and having 
soap in your eyes.

A m e r i c a n  P re s i d e n t 
Barack Obama described 
some of the economic reforms 
of the current government as 
very bold and he was right. 
Allowing for

a float of the exchange rate 
and retaining the benchmark 
interest rate at a record 14 
percent while trying to reflate 
an economy in stagflation is 
really very bold and auda-
cious. Do the maths here for 
yourself and tell me if we are 
better off with it.

Elsewhere, before Presi-
dent Buhari left for New York 
a major controversy and an 
unwanted distraction border-
ing on plagiarism rocked

the boat. It was an all-time 
embarrassing situation to be 
caught plagiarising the man 
you were just about to meet. I 
tried to picture what it would 
be like when the two men met. 
But if there was any sarcasm 
it wasn’t shown. Perhaps, 
Obama isn’t even aware and 
it may just have been noth-
ing but our domestic issues. 
Maybe, he is aware but just 
didn’t care about those things 
anyway.

The error by the Presi-
dent’s team threw open the 
debate of what should be. In 
a proper setting, the presi-
dent should have a seasoned 
speechwriter from either the 
media or the academia, with 
a research

team that does the back-
ground work of what should 
or should not be included in 
the president’s speech. This 
team would know better to 
reference a quote when lifted 
and be held responsible when 
an

embarrassing situation like 
this ever crops up.

So, presidential media aide 
Garba Shehu released a state-
ment that the presidency has 
found the person responsible 
for the gaffe, the ultimate fall 
guy. Unfortunately, this per-
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emi Falana, a re-
nowned legal lumi-
nary and human 
rights activist, has 
urged the leadership 

of the House of Representatives 
to suspend the ongoing investi-
gative public hearing instituted 
against the ousted chairman, 
House Committee on Appro-
priations, Abdulmumin Jibrin 
over corruption allegation lev-
eled against Speaker Yakubu 
Dogara and three other princi-
pal officers.

The 3-page petition of Fa-
lana & Falana Chambers, dated 
23rd September 2016 obtained 
exclusively by our Legislative 
Correspondent, was addressed 
to Speaker Dogara; Nicholas 
Ossai, chairman, House Com-
mittee on Ethics and Privileges 
and Sen. Ikechukwu Obiora, 
respectively.

The petitioner, Emmanuel 
Orker-Jev, chairman, House 
Committee on Rules and Busi-
ness had on Friday appeared 
before the House Commit-
tee on Ethics and Privileges 
where he tendered copies of 
newspaper reports and video 
clips of Jibrin’s statements and 
interviews on the allegations 
leveled against the Speaker and 
other principal officers.

After the conclusion of the 
first phase of the investigative 
public hearing flagged on Fri-
day, Jibrin was scheduled to 
appear before the Committee 
on Monday, 26th September 
2016 by 12 noon.

However, Falana’s petition, 
whose petition was delivered 
to the Speaker’s office and 
Hon. Ossai’s office about two 
hours after the conclusion of 
the maiden hearing, argued 
that the continuation of the 
investigative public hearing is 
in violation of the provisions 
of Order 9 Rule 5 of the House 
Standing Rules and the doc-
trine of LIS Pendens.

Speaking before the Eth-
ics and Privileges Commit-
tee, Orker-Jev who described 
Jibrin’s action as sundry act 
of misconduct against the in-
stitution of the House, urged 
the Committee to apply nec-
essary sanctions as approved 
by House rules against any 
member guilty of misconduct.

He said that allegations 
made by Jibrin were false, 
scandalous and had impinged 
on the image of the National 
Assembly.

According to him, the al-

legations had lowered the na-
tional assembly to the estima-
tion of the public as Nigerians 
now express disgust on the 
lawmakers.

“There are internal mecha-
nisms of addressing such griev-
ances. We need to redeem our 
image against allegations that 
oversight and public hearings 
conducted in the House of Rep-
resentatives are riddled with 
corruption,” he added.

In his remarks, Ossai who 
declared the investigative pub-
lic hearing open, disclosed the 
Committee’s resolve to give 
room for media coverage of the 
investigative public hearing in 
line with the Rules governing 
the affairs of the Committee.

While acknowledging that 
“the activities of the Committee 
in this assignment are being 
followed closely by Nigerians, 
as well as, the international 
community who are anxious to 
see the end of this matter,” Ossai 
assured that the committee will 
be objective in all its dealings on 
the matter.

Meanwhile, the ousted 
chairman of the House Com-
mittee on Appropriations, in 
a letter sent to the Chairman 
House Committee on Ethics 
and Privileges who had earlier 
agreed to appear before the 
committee if the investigative 
public hearing will be conduct-
ed publicly, at the weekend, 
reversed himself as he insisted 
that “the Speaker Pro Tempore 
should constitute an Adhoc 
Committee to investigate these 
allegations in collaboration 
with the on-going external 
investigation by the anti-graft 
agencies.”

According to Jibrin, “this 
has become necessary because 
from some public and private 
comments made by the incum-
bent Chairman of the Ethics 
and Privilege Committee, he 
has become an interested party 
in the matter and his ability to 
be impartial is in doubt. Also 
some of the members, includ-
ing myself, who sit as members 
of the committee are interested 
party in the matter.”

He also expressed “shock 
and disappointment” that the 
investigative public hearing 
was not to probe my allegations 
but to probe a so called breach 
of privilege of members and 
misconduct, adding that the 
letter written to him by the 
Chairman of the Ethics and 
Privileges “clearly indicates that 
mischief is in the offing.

“You are inviting an ac-

A
t the 71st ses-
sion of the United 
Nations General 
Assembly, it was 
clear that Nigeria 

is a big deal in the comity of 
nations and that we are held 
in utmost regard.

Yes, we’re a big deal! Nige-
ria is the giant of Africa, the 
continent’s most populous na-
tion with more than 170 mil-
lion people. But unfortunately, 
due to some actions or a lack 
of it, we still go cap-in-hand 
begging for help and standing 
on the queue that we should 
have left a long time ago.

Again, the question of 
what we need to do to break 
free from the vicious circle 
that has held the country 
hostage for decades constantly 
nudges the mind.

I was in New York for 
the UNGA and for a while, 
it felt proud to be a Nigerian. 
Nothing else mattered. The 
attention we received as a 
country from some of the 
world’s leading nations, espe-
cially the United

States of America was 
warm.

The Nigerian first family 
was also on ground in New 
York. Yes, they came to cheer 
the President and also show-
case the first lady’s pet project. 
Can you beat that?

When I saw this, I asked 
myself the question, are we 
really breaking free? It was a 
departure from what we’re 
used to.

The previous government 
had at many times been called 
out for the sycophancy that 
greeted their visits to foreign 
countries. During that time 
politicians sometimes hired 
a crowd to dress in some par-
ticular

way, carry banners with 
inscriptions that either lauded 
the government or put the 
political party in good light.

 And so excuse me for 
thinking out loud that this 
is a different new trend. As 
expected, there have been 
some criticisms about having 
the president’s family there 
especially when the photo of 
the president’s

wife and two daughters 
seated in the gallery hit social 
media.

Rightfully so, given the 
economic hardship back 
home, questions about using 
scarce taxpayers money to 
pay for what some will term 
a frivolity are bound to arise.

Anyway, I will get back to 
the first family. But now, let’s 
go on and discuss a bit more 
about other issues. In New 
York, President Muhammadu 
Buhari was well received. 
Speakers at different fora com-
mended him for his dexterity 
and commitment to fight cor-
ruption as well as some of his 
policies.

Some noted that there has 
been a significant improve-

Budget padding: Falana asks 
Reps to suspend Jibrin’s probe

cused to appear before you 
without telling him his of-
fense. You did not state how I 
breached the privileges of the 
House and Members. You did 
not state the name of which 
Member’s privileges I breached 
so that I can take on the Mem-
ber or Members and see if they 
can stand corruption test. You 
did not state the precedents 
and practices that I breached. 
You did not state what I did that 
amounted to misconduct so 
even if I intend to attend, I can 
know what exactly I am being 
accused of and come prepared.

“Mr. Chairman, what fur-
ther deepens my pessimism 
is the fact that in your letter, 
you indicated that you were 
inviting me to appear before 
your committee on Monday 
26th September, 2016, but sur-
prisingly you announced to 
the press that I shunned your 
invitation. This is clear indica-
tion that the outcome of your 
“investigation” is already pre-
determined.

“May I draw your attention 
to the fact that the privileges 
of the House and Members do 
not accord the former and later 
immunity to being exposed if 
involved in corrupt practices 
and equally exposing budget 
fraud and corruption does not 
amount to misconduct. These 
are all service to the nation 
worthy of commendation. I 
strongly believe that you will 
be doing a great service to the 
country if you concentrate on 
investigating the privileges of 
Nigerians that Speaker Dogara 
and few other members have 
grossly breached and further 
investigate the misconduct 
therein.

“You also did not find it 
worthy to investigate the griev-
ous allegations I made against 
Mr Speaker and few others or 
even why the Speaker is yet 
to address all the allegations I 
made against him and summit 
himself to the security and 
anti-graft agencies to clear his 
name two months after I sub-
mitted my petitions.

“It is obvious that the Com-
mittee on Ethics cannot be 
impartial in dealing with this 
matter. I urge you and the 
members of your Committee 
not to join this grand plan 
against the people of Nigeria 
to use the House as a shield 
to cover a small cabal which 
instituted corruption in the 
House for their benefits. I call 
on you to fear God and search 
your conscience.

KEHINDE AKINTOLA, Abuja

...as Committee on Ethics & Privileges bows to pressure
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Fayose joins Obasanjo, Ladoja to 
berate APC’s harsh style of leadership

Obasanjo Fayose

Ladoja

G
overnor Ayodele Fayose of 
Ekiti State has joined thou-
sands of Nigerians, including 
former President Olusegun 
Obasanjo and ex-Governor 

Rashidi Ladoja of Oyo State, to condemn 
harsh and “incompetent” leadership 
style of All the Progressives Congress 
(APC).

One of the two remaining governors 
of People’s Democratic Party (PDP) in 
Southwest-Nigeria, Governor Fayose 
berated President Muhammadu Buhari 
and the All Progressives Congress (APC) 
for putting Nigeria and Nigerians under 
a serious economic hardship which has 
turned millions of able-bodied Nigeri-
ans to beggars and jobless people.

The governor spoke with BDSUN-
DAY barely two weeks after the duo of 
former President Obasanjo and ex-Gov-
ernor Ladoja x-rayed APC-led Federal 
Government on its incompetent politi-
cal style and harsh economic policies 
which have put Nigerians at crossroads 
of good reasoning and action.

It will be recalled that Obasanjo had 
earlier criticised leadership style of 
both APC and PDP when the factional 
national Chairman of PDP, Ali-Modu 
Sheriff paid him a courtesy visit at his 
Hilltop residence in Abeokuta where 
the former President noted that he has 
no dependable political leadership in 
both PDP and APC.

He said: “Because, for our democracy 
to thrive, we need a strong political 
party in government and strong politi-
cal party in opposition, for democracy to 
be strong and dynamic.

“Today PDP cannot claim to be a 
strong party in opposition. I don’t know 
if APC can claim at the national level to 
be a strong party in government now ei-
ther, that is part of the misfortune of this 
country today. That has been the case.

“It must be the concern of all Ni-
gerians that the present democratic 
dispensation must not be allowed to be 
derailed. And for it not to be derailed, 
we must have a strong political party in 
government and a strong political party 
as opposition.

“Now, when they talk of institution, 
a political party is an institution and in a 
democracy, it’s a very important institu-
tion that we must all nourish, we must 
all cherish.”

Also, the former governor of Oyo 
State and national leader of Accord 
Party (AP), Ladoja declared that the eco-
nomic recession currently afflicting the 
country was due to incompetence and 
high-handedness of Buhari-led APC, 
but said APC and Buhari must act fast 
in order not to cause bad experience of 
Arab Spring.

He said in Ibadan when he was 
speaking with some journalists that 
“We should continue to pray we don’t 

conditions of the country at present as 
being caused by the APC-led Federal 
Government, Buhari and APC would lose 
if elections were to be held today.

He said: “You can see the hardship 
and suffering that have been brought 
upon Nigerians in the last one-and-half 

years; it can be seen by everybody. I 
doubt if Nigerians will vote for a party 
that has only ruled for a little above one 
year and the economy is crumbling.

“I doubt if Nigerians will vote for the 
party, as at the time it was coming the 
bag of rice was N8,000 but now almost 

double the old price. I doubt if Nigerians 
will vote for a party that has brought 
untold hardship on them.”

Also, a political analyst, Jimoh 
Salman said that the APC government is 
using ‘slow race approach’ in piloting Ni-
geria’s affairs, explaining that, “The APC 
government is trying, but managing 
economy has been the major challenge.

“Thus, they should be adequately 
responsive to revive Nigerian economy. 
People need to see tangible outcome 
from the ruling party. We are in democ-
racy; it should be translated to meaning-
ful government.

“The government needs to focus 
more on economy, work assiduously to 
fully implement the budget, transform 
economy and above all, continue to 
diversify our economy through educa-
tion, agriculture, sports and entertain-
ment as we are endowed with many 
resources to tap on for improving and 
maintaining productivity and stimulate 
our economy in the country.

“The government should engage peo-
ple directly, they need to have effective 
political solution to Niger Delta crisis, 
and improve on physical and monitor-
ing policy and embrace transparency”.

But contrary to what Fayose, 
Obasanjo, Ladoja and others said on the 
leadership style of APC and President 
Buhari, Bukola Imam, a civil servant, 
said: “Though, we are in hard times, I be-
lieve things will soon change for better.

...says Buhari, APC’ll lose if elections were to be conducted today
RAZAQ AYINLA & SIKIRAT SHEHU, Ilorin

fall into the same 
situation as coun-
tries that experi-
enced the Arab 
Spring. Anybody 
who saw Syria 
before and now 
will know that 
something has hap-
pened.

“Egypt before the 
Arab Spring and 
Egypt of today are 
not the same. The 
same thing goes 
for Libya and Iraq. 
And these are areas 
where civilisa-
tion was already 
advanced.”

But, Governor 
Fayose, who spoke 
to our correspon-
dent through Olalere 
Olayinka, his special 
adviser on media, 
declared that going 
by harsh economic 



T
hese are not the best of times 
for the ruling All Progressives 
Congress (APC). For a political 
party that rode on the mantra 
of change, Nigerians are yet to 

reap the dividends of democracy since the 
present administration assumed office on 
May 29, 2015.

According to the recent report by 
the National Bureau of Statistics (NBS), 
the number of unemployed citizens has 
reached a record high of 4.5million since the 
All Progressives Congress (APC)-led govern-
ment took over from the Peoples Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) in the last 15 months.

Moreover, the country is struggling to 
exit economic recession. Experts say the 
growing band of young, restless popula-
tion without jobs is a ticking time-bomb 
waiting to explode. The rising poverty 
manifests daily across the country with 
stories of more families going to bed on 
empty stomach, some eating leaves and 
lizards to survive and women going into 
homes to steal pots of soups from their 
neighbours.

The menace of Boko Haram in the 
North East, renewed militancy in the Niger 
Delta and Biafra agitations in the South-
East, have not also helped matters.

With allegations of corruption levelled 
against members of Buhari’s kitchen 
cabinet, coupled with the astronomical 
increase in goods and services and the rul-
ing party’s inability to fulfill its campaign 
promises of stabilisation of the Naira, 
provision of one free meal daily for public 
and primary school pupils nationwide, 
creation of 720,000 jobs in the 36 states of 
the Federation yearly, payment of allow-
ances to discharged corps members while 
unemployed, provision of free education 
to tertiary level for students in the Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathemat-
ics (STEM) and Education Fields, payment 
of N5,000 monthly to 25 million poorest 
Nigerians, creation of 5million new home 
owners, some analysts claim that if a gen-
eral elections were conducted today, APC 
would not retain its position in Aso Rock.

They buttress their argument with the 
June approval rating conducted by NOI 
polls, which stood at 39percent drop.

The poll, which asked Nigerians to rate 
the President on key indicators and results 
revealed a high level of dissatisfaction of 
Nigerians.

The result showed that on the per-
formance of the president in the areas 
of Conflict resolution, only 28 percent 
of respondents believed he was doing a 
good job.

President Buhari’s performance in 
other critical sectors as revealed by the 
polls: Agriculture and Food Security (21 
percent), Health Care (20 percent), Educa-
tion (18 percent), Economy (15 percent), 
Job creation (13 percent), Infrastructure (13 
percent), and Poverty alleviation (11 per-
cent) as he was rated poorly in these areas.

However, Nigerians expressed satisfac-
tion with his performance in the areas of 
National Security (48 percent) and Corrup-
tion (45 percent).

Despite being the nation’s capital, Abuja 
has also had its share of the economic crisis. 
For instance, while the number of beggars 
has increased in the FCT, some parents are 
withdrawing their children from private 
to public schools, others are begging their 
children’s school management for install-
ment payment, even as some civil servants 
now skip meals as survival strategy to cope 
with the economic recession.

What are the reasons for the decline 
in the President’s rating?

A former governor of the old Kaduna 
State, Balarabe Musa, believes Buhari’s 
military background in addressing ethnic 
agitations in the country was affecting his 
performance.

Balarabe said the Buhari-led Federal 
Government had not shown seriousness 
in using dialogue to resolve agitations from 
different geopolitical zones of the country.

He urged Buhari to show that he is now 
a converted democrat by using dialogue to 
settle crises rocking the country.

The former governor, who described 
Buhari’s first year in office as a waste, said 
he doubted whether the President would 
make the most of the remaining three 

years of his tenure.
“Buhari has not demonstrated that he is 

serious about using dialogue to resolve the 
various ethnic tension. This government 
does not care about dialogue. The Presi-
dent’s military background and approach 
are affecting his performance. Former 
President Musa Yar’Adua understood the 
importance of dialogue which enabled him 
to put a halt to militancy in the Niger Delta. 
But what do we have now? Tension and 
agitation in different parts of the country.

“Dialogue is the only way to resolve 
the Biafra agitation in the South-East, 
the Niger Delta Avengers and the Boko 
Haram violence. The APC does not de-
serve a second term. The PDP is not also a 
better option. We need another credible 
alternative.”

Balarabe, however, said if the President 
adopted a revolutionary approach, he 
could reverse the mistakes he made in his 
first year in power.

“The solution is the return to  a state-
economy rather than a privatised econ-
omy which is not helping the country. 
There is unemployment, poor power sup-
ply, tension across the geopolitical zones 
and poverty. The country needs a better al-

ternative that would restore peace, ensure 
the rule of law and revive the economy. 
The APC and the PDP lack the capacity to 
achieve this,” he said.

Senators have also been offering solu-
tions on how Nigerians can get dividends 
of democracy in the APC-led government. 
They spoke on the debate on the state of 
the economy last week.

For the Senate Chief Whip, the best way 
is to reduce the cost of governance. The 
APC lawmaker expressed worry that Ni-
geria has the highest estacode in the world.

“If we will save Nigeria we must reduce 
the cost of governance. Nigeria estacode 
is the highest in the world. We must slash 
it to 50percent. Obafemi Awolowo cam-
paigned in 1978 that he was going to slash 
it and it has now grown into five times 
what it was in those days,” he stated.

Among the short and long-term solu-
tions proffered by senators included power 
devolution, granting of autonomy to states 
and local governments, opposition to sale 
of national assets, renegotiation of agree-
ments with oil majors to free resources 
for development, confidence building 
to attract Foreign Direct Investments 
(FDIs), restructuring of the country, direct 
engagement of the people by President 
Buhari as against the town hall meetings 
being held by ministers, cabinet reshuffle 
and constitution amendment to empower 
the Federal Government to save a per-
centage of the nation’s revenues against 
raining days.

Other suggestions are diversification 
of the economy, encouragement of small 
and medium scale industries to thrive 
and produce for export, increase spend-
ing by government, reduction of interest 
rates, provision of guarantees to safeguard 
bank deposits by the Federal Government, 
creation of new sources of forex earnings, 
constitution of boards of federal agencies, 
blocking leakages in the system, ban of 
some food items that can be locally pro-
duced, deployment of recovered funds to 
finance the 2016 budget, investment in ag-
riculture, revisiting the Treasury Single Ac-
counts (TSA), borrowing on the short-term 
to stabilise the economy, provision of legal 
backing for the Sovereign Wealth Fund.

The training and empowerment of 
youths and women, supply of farm in-
puts like fertilizers and seeds as a way 
of encouraging return to the land by the 
people, addressing multiple taxation, re-
view of the minimum wage and demand 
of higher productivity from civil servants, 
improvement in the security situation 
and care for Internally Displaced Persons 
(IDPs), using 10 percent of the national 
budget to finance agriculture, increasing 
the petroleum refining capacity of the 
nation through establishment of modular 
refineries, reform of health and education 
sectors to discourage medical and educa-
tional tourism, strengthening the rule of 
law and the justice system, revisiting the 
cut in the amnesty budget for ex-militants, 
balancing of imports with local produc-
tion to grow local businesses, spending on 
infrastructural development, stoppage in 
tax increases, boosting local production 
and proper planning to aid development 
also formed part of the lawmakers’ sub-
missions. 
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Are Nigerians losing hope in APC?
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T
o many Nigeri-
ans, mortgage is 
just an abstract 
concept, not 

necessarily because of its 
relative newness in this 
environment, but more 
because of its unafford-
ability and inaccessibil-
ity.

When experts talk 
about unaffordable 
housing, almost always, 
the cause is traced to 
mortgage which is only 
available to and afford-
able by those who don’t 
need it- the rich.

In this part of the 
world, poverty is al-
most synonymous with 
existence and so many 
people are so poor that 
those that are classed as 
the rich are just a small 
fraction of the society. 
Again, just a few people 
are on employment and 
within this group are so 
many that are under-
employed.

For this reason and 
more, mortgage borrow-
ing and lending is always 
a big issue for both the 
lender and the borrower, 
because here is a country 
where interest rate on 

the country. The long 
term effect would be the 
development of indus-
tries and factories that 
produce building ma-
terials such as cement, 
rods, roofing materials, 
wooden materials etc,” 
Akinlusi posits.

“This will ultimately 
impact on the wider 
economy and your guess 
is as good as mine as 
to what follows when 
people have enough 
capital at their disposal. 
Definitely, investment is 
the next line of thought 
and depending on the 
prevailing business en-
vironment and govern-
ment policies, people 
will invest in anything 
including taking up 
mortgage loans”, he 
hopes.

mortgage loan is not in 
any way different from 
the rate on commercial 
loans given by deposit 
banks.

 Mortgage lenders still 
anchor their loans on 
good jobs with fat pay, 
meaning that a mortgage 
loan seeker is expected 
to be somebody in a good 
job or private business 
with an assured and reg-
ular stream of income.

As against 6 percent 
interest rate and repay-
ment tenor of between 
25-30 years, depending 
on the borrower’s age, 
mortgage lenders charge 
18- 22 percent interest 
rate with a repayment 
tenor as short as 12-24 
months.

The ever widening 
housing demand-supply 
gap easily finds explana-
tion in commercial inter-
est rate charged on mort-
gage loans which makes 
such loans unaffordable 
to home-seekers.

“Though the ability 
of the banks to provide 
money for mortgage 
has changed on account 
of credit challenges in 
the financial system, 

mortgage affordability 
or the fundamentals for 
lending has not changed”, 
says Adeniyi Akin-
lusi, MD/CEO, Trusbond 
Mortgage Bank.

“The mortgage indus-
try does not operate in 
isolation of the economy. 
Certainly, as an integral 
part of the economy, it 
has to be affected by the 
economic crisis. Never-
theless, the fundamen-
tals for lending have not 
changed, which means 
that if somebody has a 
good job with a financial 
institution or a multi-
national company, and 
the pay package is high 
enough for him to afford 
a mortgage, the present 
crisis has not changed 
that affordability,” he 
adds.

The past few years 
have seen quite a num-
ber of mortgage prod-
ucts aimed at enabling 
subscribers own their 
own homes, but these 
products are yet to help 
reduce existing housing 
gap by increasing hous-
ing stock.

Fortune Ebie, former 
chairman of the Fed-

eral Housing Author-
ity (FHA), explains that 
the mortgage products 
churned out so far are 
not the type that will 
make any impact on 
housing. “The mortgage 
products that we have 
today are commercial 
mortgages from which 
the investor wants to 
recover his money,” he 
explains further, adding, 
“it is just like someone 
else who has invested in 
any other venture. He 
has to recover his money 
because he borrows from 
the same place like you”.

Mortgage products 
can make impact on 
housing only when there 
is government inter-
vention and, in other 
jurisdictions, there is 
government interven-
tion to make mortgage 
affordable to everybody, 
no matter the income 
level.

In developed econo-
mies, mortgage have 
been used to move the 
economy from being 
import-dependent to a 
producing and exporting 
one and Akinlusi says 
mortgage institutions 

need long term loans 
for housing finance. It is 
believed that when there 
are enough funds to lend 
to property developers 
and to home seekers, the 
entire economy would 
be stimulated.

It is still at the level of 
expectation that by the 
time there are enough 
funds in the hands of 
mortgage institutions for 
long term loans to prop-
erty developers, there 
will be a lot of property 
development activities 
and when this happens, 
a lot of other activities 
will be generated and the 
economy would be bet-
ter for it.

“You can imagine 
when there are many 
of developments going 
on at various parts of 
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A
n old school-
mate who lives 
in the United 
States of Amer-
ica re c ently 

shared how a few years 
ago he returned to Owerri, 
the Imo State capital, where 
he grew up, and wanted 
to renovate the basketball 
courts in which he played 
while growing up, but the 
government people asked 
him to bribe them first be-
fore they would allow him 
to do it.

The old schoolmate also 
narrated how his family got 
sued by the Ideato North Lo-
cal Government of Imo State, 
his home local government, 
for fixing the dilapidated 
road leading to their family 
house in the village.

“We got sued by our lo-
cal government for fixing 
the road to our house in the 
village when my grandma 
died! We approached the 
authorities and begged them 
to help us and they refused, 

Do you understand 
government people? I don’t

but people were coming for 
the funeral and the roads 
were bad, so we had to do 
something,” he says.

“We tried everything. 
Even when we fixed the 
road, we used the local gov-
ernment tractors and ma-
chines and we paid for the 
job. We paid them for their 
services to fix their road and 
still got sued. And even the 
local government chairman 
and his officials came to the 
funeral and enjoyed too. My 
father bought septic cement 
pipes to rebuild the roads but 
after the lawsuit, they were 
left there and are still there 
till date. You want to help 
and you are told to bribe 
government officials to do 
their work they abandoned!”

It may sound strange to 
some, but it’s an all too famil-
iar story. We often hear of 
how government people are 
preventing public-spirited 
individuals or organisations 
from rehabilitating roads or 
providing other essential 
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services to the people, ser-
vices that government itself 
has failed to provide. Some-
times too we hear about 
traditional rulers (so-called 
royal fathers) that ask for 
bribes from government be-
fore projects could be done in 
their communities.

There is a road just off the 
Apapa-Oshodi Expressway 
in Lagos leading into and 
out of Ajegunle through a 
place called Otto Wharf. 
Residents refer to that whole 
area as Orege. If you pull 
down the walls separating 
both of them, that link road 
might as well be within the 
premises of the German con-
struction firm Julius Berger, 
which Nigerians have come 
to see as the grandmaster, 
the be-all-and-end-all of 
road construction. But if you 
ever have the misfortune of 
passing through that road, 
whether during the dry or 
rainy season, you wouldn’t 
need to go elsewhere to 
locate that valley of shadow 

of death mentioned in the 
23rd Psalm of the Holy Bi-
ble. You’d ask yourself how 
hell came to be so close to 
heaven, how such a terrible 
nightmare of a road could sit 
side by side with the offices 
of Julius Berger, and why the 
highly revered construction 
firm couldn’t just fix the road 
as part of its Corporate Social 
Responsibility.

I once asked the question 
myself. The gist about town 
is that several times Julius 
Berger, as a socially-respon-
sible company, had wanted 
to do the road and bring 
relief to commuters, but the 
local government people 
refused. I guess that would 
be Ajeromi-Ifelodun. I’m yet 
to confirm this gist from the 
local government authori-
ties, but it’s believable given 
previous experience.

You would wonder why 
a government would do that. 
I’m wondering too. That’s 
why ask, do you understand 
government people? Do 
you understand how their 
brains work? If you have a 
clue, I’d really like to know, 
because I don’t understand.

Providing necessary ser-
vices to the people is a very 
critical role of government. 
It is appalling when you see 
government not fulfilling 
this role, with all the money 
in its vaults, but it’s heart-
breaking when the same 
government prevents indi-
viduals or institutions from 
providing these same ser-
vices it has failed to provide.

Truth is that many Ni-
gerian people do not feel 
the impact of government, 
except in the negative sense 
– through terrible gullies that 

pass as roads, epileptic or non-
existent electricity power 
supply, taps that do not exist 
or have run dry, a ban on 
essential commodities that 
we do not have the capacity 
to produce without a corre-
sponding policy to cushion 
the adverse impact, or heavy 
taxation on essential services 
that people have provided for 
themselves because govern-
ment abdicated its responsi-
bility in the first place.

That’s why many people 
in Nigeria carry on with their 
lives not caring whether 
there is a government or 
not. Self-help has always 
been the word. “If you want 
electricity, you buy your own 
generator; if you want water, 
you sink your own borehole; 
if you want to travel, you set 
up your own airline. One 
day soon, said a friend of 
mine, you will have to build 
your own post office to send 
your letters,” Chinua Achebe 
wrote in his 1983 book The 
Trouble with Nigeria.

And then, governments 
in Nigeria don’t seem to 
agree that a stitch in time 
saves nine. No. They won’t 
stitch that tear until it be-
comes many thousands. A 
small ditch on the road won’t 
be fixed until it becomes a 
gully and the road becomes 
impassable. Go round and 
see for yourself. They want 
to see people suffer first: sev-
eral mishaps, broken limbs 
here, cracked skulls there, 
vehicles crushed beyond 
repair, scores of death.

A few weeks ago, it took 
an avalanche of ugly news-
paper articles and audio-
visual reports to attract the 
attention of the Federal 

Government to the disaster 
lurking at the section of the 
Apapa Bridge leading out of 
the city that harbours the 
country’s two most impor-
tant ports. The Minister of 
Power, Works and Housing 
visited Apapa to see things 
for himself and, eventually, 
the outbound bridge was 
closed to traffic for a num-
ber of days for temporary 
repairs. But at that time, the 
approach to the bridge, even 
up to the foot of the bridge, 
was too bad to be ignored, 
but the government turned 
a blind eye. Now pockets of 
ever-widening gullies have 
rendered the road impass-
able. What next?

Talk about wastefulness! 
Imagine a government com-
mitting huge sums of tax-
payers’ (or oil) money into 
a project, does the project 
halfway, and then abandons 
it! Evidence of this is every-
where – they call them white 
elephant projects. Or that a 
government claims to have 
completed a multibillion-
naira project, commissions 
it with pomp and pageantry 
(oh, that phrase!), and then, 
years down the line, the proj-
ect is not put into any use. Or 
that a government awards 
a contract worth billions of 
naira and does not follow 
up on it. Years later, citizens 
are told that a certain road 
is in a state of disrepair be-
cause those who got the con-
tracts to do it pocketed the 
money without executing 
the contracts, and nobody 
is arrested, nobody is que-
ried, nobody is prosecuted, 
nobody goes to jail.

Sadly, in all of this, the 
people are the worst losers.

Mortgage borrowing and lending Talking Mortgage
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T
here are quite a few in 
Rivers State who still believe 
that the people’s wrath 
against the administration 
of Governor Nyesom Wike 

over the many disappointments 
and betrayals they have seen can be 
whitewashed by caustic attacks on 
genuine leaders and stakeholders who 
are concerned about the present abyss 
of despair in their state.

Robert Obioha, who has lent 
himself as a hatchet man and co-
traveller with Wike on the lane of 
ignominy, is one of them.

In his usual column of escapist 
fantasies in The Sun, “Afara Lane”, 
on Friday, September 2, Obioha 
launched into a campaign of 
misinformation against Dakuku 
Peterside for commenting on the lies, 
sorrows, tears, and blood that have 
become the lot of Rivers State since 
the coming of Wike. Obioha, certainly, 
thought that by his many virulent 
words against the director-general of 
the Nigerian Maritime Administration 
and Safety Agency, the attention of the 
Rivers people can be diverted from 
their anguish under Wike.

But Obioha and others of that ilk 
simply dupe themselves. The people 
of Rivers State can no longer allow 
themselves to be duped by their 
campaign of falsehood. The people 
have since seen through their lies. 
And they are praying daily, watching 
and waiting for an opportunity to 
escape from the governor’s vicious 
rule and the funeral parlour he 
seems to work very hard to turn 
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Rivers State into. They believe that 
opportunity will come sooner than 
later.

But while the people hope and 
wait, it is time those saddled with the 
difficult task of whitewashing Wike 
learned some basic facts about their 
principal and the Rivers situation.

T h e  Wi k e  g ov e r n m e n t  h a s 
smashed all national records in 
political violence, impunity, and 
what seems a state-sponsored 
lawlessness. The ground for this 
anomie was prepared before he 
came on board. While Wike was still 
contesting the governorship seat on 
the platform of People’s Democratic 
Party, the whole world watched in 
bewilderment how he and his then 
principal, former President Goodluck 
Jonathan, deliberately dismantled 
the state’s security apparatus. That 
security architecture had been set 
up by the administration of former 
Governor Rotimi Amaechi to contain 
the worrisome insecurity at the time 
occasioned by growing militancy and 
agitation in the Niger Delta. It was a 
security establishment that had made 
Rivers State the envy of the country, 
but which Wike and Jonathan 
destroyed in preparation for the orgy 
of violence that was unleashed on the 
peace-loving people of Rivers State 
during the electioneering for last 
year’s general election.

Militants, who had been roundly 
defeated and chased out of the state 
by the Amaechi government, were 
emboldened to return. They returned 
with amazing force in a reign of terror. 
Having received the necessary federal 

cover and vitality, the militants were 
ever ready to express them. The All 
Progressives Congress rallies and 
the party’s governorship candidate, 
Peterside, were their prime targets. Many 
innocent members of the public, mostly 
APC supporters and members, were 
killed or maimed.

Then on one fateful day in May 2013, 
just before preparations for the 2015 
general election reached fever pitch, 
Rivers residents watched helplessly 
the bizarre sight of procured militants 
and ex-militants storming Government 
House and bearing political statements 
demanding Amaechi’s resignation as 
governor. Among the marchers were 
leaders of some of the most notorious 
armed groups in Rivers State. They 
had been procured by those who felt 
that Amaechi was their headache, 
emboldened and assigned the task 
of making the state ungovernable for 
Amaechi. Security agents in the state 
under the then Commander-in-Chief 
Jonathan watched in bewilderment as the 
militants and ex-militants laid siege to the 
seat of Amaechi’s administration. They 
never came to demand anything relating to 
the amnesty programme for ex-militants, 
but to oppose the sitting governor on 
behalf of the then incoming Wike.

That marked the return of violence 
to the state, a situation that residents 
have continued to contend with. As 
the saying goes, “Rain does not fall 
only on one man’s house.” Wike and 
his erstwhile principal had thought the 
reign of violence, which they launched 
just to capture power, would disappear 
immediately they succeeded in that 
nefarious pursuit. They were mistaken.

After the Supreme Court awarded 
the governorship to him, Wike danced 
across Port Harcourt, in what many 
people termed ‘on the graves of the many 
innocent residents killed in his pursuit 
of power’. But he is still being haunted 
by their blood.

Wike has continued to act with 
impunity since he captured power. 
Under his watch, armed individuals 
and groups have brazenly attacked and 
killed many people, mainly those that 
hold contrary opinions.   

On November 30 last year, APC 
members in the state were attacked by 
suspected PDP thugs at the Isaac Boro 
Park area of Port Harcourt as well as in 
Asari Toru, Akuku Toru, and virtually all 
the local government areas of the state as 
they participated in a memorial march, 
tagged Rivers Black Day, to peacefully 
remember the about 100 persons killed 
in the PDP-sponsored violent attacks 
during the last general election in 
the state. In a curious twist, the PDP 
chairman in the state, Felix Obuah, gave 
blanket exoneration of PDP members 
with regard to the attacks without so 
much as an investigation. But Obuah 
also gave it up for the attackers, when 
he condemned the APC rally as illegal, 
treasonable and a breach of security. 
Reading his lips, those who attacked the 
peaceful marches simply helped to deal 
with an “illegality.”

Currently, under Wike’s watch, 
hardly does a day pass without one 
violent incident or another in Rivers 
State. This is a throwback to the violent 
process that brought him to power, and 
he has been hard-pressed to deal with 
this peculiar insecurity.  
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F
ew weeks back, famous 
co-founder of Facebook, 
Mark Zuckerberg, visited 
Nigeria. The visit was 
c o m p l e t e l y  d e v o i d 

of the traditional fanfare often 
associated with such high-profile 
visits. For most part of his stay, 
Zuckerberg was in the company of 
ordinary Nigerian folks. Seeing him 
completely at home in the company 
of regular Nigerian youths kept one 
wondering if this is, indeed, the 
genius who created the globally-
acclaimed billion-dollar brand 
that has effectively integrated the 
world into a truly global village. 
It is instructive that despite being 
a leading global entrepreneur, 
Zuckerberg’s lifestyle doesn’t in 
any way reflect his stupendously 
wealthy pedigree.

Let me, however, state that 
the essence of this piece is not to 
celebrate Zuckerberg’s simplicity. 
Rather, it is to call attention to 
what, in my opinion, has turned 
Zuckerberg into a captivating global 
phenomenon. And this is the power 
of ideas. Famous Nigerian success 
coach and motivational speaker, 
Rev. Sam Adeyemi, once affirmed, 

European banks’ high litigation 
and restructuring costs have 
resulted in major losses on 

their books and abysmal stock-
market performance. As the industry 
and European regulators now reflect 
on this dismal state of affairs and 
search for solutions, they should 
consider banks’ revenue distribution 
– including employee bonuses and 

Mark Zukerberg, Nigerian economy 
and the power of ideas

We cherish readers’ reactions to stories and articles published in BusinessDay. All such reactions, which must not be more than  250 words, 
should be sent to bdsundayletter@businessdayonline.com with names and addresses of writers.  The star letter every week will be rewarded.  

Turning Off the Dividend Spigot

and rightly so, that ideas rule the 
world. The quality of ideas available 
in a given society determines the 
quality of life and opportunities 
available in such society.

Many people seem not to 
understand that the quality of 
our lives as human beings is 
substantially a reflection of the 
quality of ideas we generate. Many 
still seem not to comprehend that 
the ideas which we conceive, like 
kolanut in Igbo culture, is life in 
itself. It is the kind of ideas that we 
give to our space that it gives back 
to us. No more, no less. Zuckerberg 
invented Facebook in his twenties 
and as a university undergraduate. 
Thanks to the strength and depth 
of his idea, today, he ranks among 
the world’s top billionaires. The 
source of his kind of wealth is quite 
instructive for the average Nigerian 
youth. His wealth was founded and 
driven on the power of ideas.

Presently, our nation is passing 
through a painful economic route. 
Oil, which has been our major 
source of revenue for decades, no 
longer commands huge financial 
status in the international market. 
Even if it still does, Niger-Delta 
militants’ activities remain a major 
worry. So, we are stuck, wallowing 
in self-pity and indulging in 
destructive blame-game that leads 
to nowhere. But the Zuckerberg 

model has shown us clearly that 
having fertile and bright minds is 
better than possession of billions 
of oil wells. The utility of the latter 
is tied to the earlier. Without the 
required human resource, whatever 
prosperity that any nation possesses 
will eventually amount to nothing. 
This, sadly, is the story of Nigeria.

Without bright ideas, there 
cannot be innovations. And it is 
innovations that bring development. 
Innovation is the natural by-
product of idea. Innovation is the 
prime basis for socio-economic 
progression in any society. We 
must be under no illusion. Societies 
that fail to harness the power of 
innovation will eventually become 
the customers of those that do. There 
is no magic about it. Our economy 
is presently comatose because we 
have relegated innovation to the 
background for a long time. Rather, 
we celebrate overnight billionaires 
with no visible entrepreneurial 
and cerebral pedigree while we 
sentence our younger folks with 
bright ideas to a life of misery and 
frustration.

A failure to frame and harness 
innovation might consign future 
generations of Nigerians to material 
dependency on those nations that 
had seized the mantle when they 
had the opportunity. We must be 
able to create an environment in 

which young entrepreneurs can 
come up with the most innovative 
products and services. Innovation is 
a journey. But it is an endless one. 
For us to be relevant in the emerging 
world order, we must ensure that 
our youth keep thinking, developing 
and working.

To integrate innovation into 
our daily living, we must take on a 
leading role in promoting science, 
technology and modernism as 
core policy areas that not only hold 
the key to the future, but could 
also make our nation one of the 
continent’s innovation leaders. It is 
only in successfully doing this that 
we could effectively harness the 
untapped potentials of our youth, 
thereby unearthing our numerous 
but hidden Mark Zuckerbergs. In 
Zuckerberg’s own words, “This 
trip has really blown me away by 
the talents of young entrepreneurs 
and developers in this country, 
and making a difference and 
making a change. It reminds me of 
when I wanted to start Facebook. 
I wasn’t starting a company at 
the time but wanted to build 
something to see if it would work. 
And that is what I see people here 
do, pushing through challenges, 
building things that you want to 
see in the world. You are not just 
going to change Nigeria and the 
whole of Africa but the whole 

world.”
The future belongs to ideas 

and ideas naturally feel right with 
the youth. It is in realization of 
this that Zuckerberg, perhaps, 
shunned older key players in 
the nation’s telecommunication 
and media industry and chose to 
rather associate with the youth as 
he understands that the future can 
only be driven by young talents.

If we are to ensure that the next 
generation of our compatriots 
is not a wasted one, we need to 
change our value system as a 
people. This is the time to raise 
and nurture young folks with 
innovative mindsets. As previously 
asserted, idea is the engine that 
transforms the way we live and 
think. The advanced economies 
of the world were founded and are 
being sustained on great socio-
political and economic ideas.

Fifty years ago, controversial 
American physicist, historian and 
philosopher, Thomas Samuel Kuhn, 
coined the term ‘paradigm shift’. 
What he was referring to then is 
the moment when our worldview 
essentially alters as a result of a 
new idea. For our nation to truly 
experience a feasible ‘paradigm 
shift’ from adversity to prosperity, 
this is time to invest in new ideas 
that could positively shape our 
future.

shareholder dividends – as part of 
the problem.

Revenue distribution is one 
primary reason for European banks’ 
capital shortfalls. To understand 
why, we should look back to October 
2014, when the European Banking 
Authority began balance-sheet stress 
tests for the eurozone’s largest 123 
banks and found a capital shortfall of 
€25 billion ($28 billion) in all of them.

At the time, the EBA required the 
banks to devise plans to address 
their respective shortfalls within 6-9 
months. Some banks took action 
and raised equity through rights 
issues, sometimes with substantial 
help from governments. But most 
banks mollified regulators by simply 
shedding riskier assets to improve 
their capital ratios.

Needless to say, these efforts were 
ineffective, and European banks’ 
share prices have declined by 50%, 
on average, since the initial 2014 
assessment. Banks that failed the 
stress test and didn’t take the result 
seriously are partly to blame, but 
so, too, are regulators who did not 
sufficiently hold the banks’ feet to the 
fire to improve their balance sheets, 
and who may have applied stress 
tests that were too weak to detect 
financial frailty.

The EBA conducted another series 
of stress tests and reported the 
results in late July. This latest round 

looked at 51 banks and, contrary to 
previous tests, was not designed to 
identify capital shortfalls, but rather 
to provide “a common analytical 
framework to consistently compare 
and assess the resilience of large 
EU banks to adverse economic 
developments.”

Regulators now suppose that the 
European banking sector is resilient 
to adverse shocks. On the same day 
as the EBA’s announcement, the 
worst performer, Italy’s Banca Monte 
dei Paschi di Siena, announced €5 
billion ($5.6 billion) in new funding, 
pursuant to its €5.6 billion capital 
requirement.

Still ,  market reaction to the 
announcement was negative (the 
EuroStoxx Banks index fell 7.5% 
in two days), most likely because 
the EBA did not include specific 
estimates of European banks’ capital 
shortfalls or outline a recapitalization 
plan.

In a new paper investigating 
this market reaction, using United 
States capital-requirement rules, we 
calculate the total capital shortfall in 
all 51 participating banks to be €123 
billion. Despite this large capital 
shortfall, 28 of the 34 publicly listed 
banks in the stress test paid out about 
€40 billion in dividends for 2015, 
meaning that they distributed, on 
average, over 60% of their earnings 
to shareholders.

Dividend payments made by 
under-capitalized banks amount 
to a substantial wealth transfer 
from subordinated bondholders 
to shareholders, because it  is 
bondholders who will suffer the 
losses in a crisis. Moreover, it is 
potentially a wealth transfer from 
taxpayers to private shareholders, 
because under new banking rules 
government bailouts are possible 
after bondholders have covered 
(bailed in) 8% of a bank’s equity and 
liabilities.

By contrast, undercapitalized 
banks in the US are forced to halt 
all forms of capital distribution if 
they fail a stress test. Fortunately, 
following the 2016 round of stress 
tests, the EBA is now also considering 
this type of regulatory sanction. 
Thus, “competent authorities may 
also consider requesting changes to 
the institutions’ capital plan,” which 
“may take a number of forms such as 
potential restrictions on dividends 
required for a bank to maintain 
the agreed trajectory of its capital 
planning in the adverse scenario.”

We estimate that if European 
regulators had adopted this approach 
and forced banks to stop paying 
dividends in 2010 – the start of the 
sovereign debt crisis in Europe – the 
retained equity could have paid for 
more than 50% of the 2016 capital 
shortfalls.

The figure above shows our 
calculated capital shortfalls, using 
the EBA stress test’s “adverse 
scenario” losses and the cumulative 
d i v i d e n d s  t h e s e  b a n k s  h av e 
distributed since 2010. Dividends 
paid out by some banks, such as 
BNP Paribas and Barclays, actually 
exceed the current capital shortfalls, 
while at others – such as Deutsche 
Bank, Commerzbank, and Société 
Générale – capital shortfalls far 
exceed dividends that would have 
been retained. The latter banks 
would still require substantial 
capital issuances on top of dividend 
restrictions to make up the difference.

N o n e t h e l e s s ,  o u r  f i n d i n g s 
suggest a simple first step toward 
preventing bank capital erosion: 
stop banks with capital shortfalls 
from paying dividends (including 
internal dividends such as employee 
bonuses). Such a policy would not 
even require regulators to broach 
topics like capital issuance, bailouts, 
or bail-ins, and some banks have 
even already begun to suspend 
dividend payments. All that’s left 
now is for the European Central 
Bank to enforce this practice across 
the eurozone. 
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S
ince the inauguration of 
the 8th Senate on June 
9, 2015, there had hardly 
been anytime when APC 
and PDP senators spoke in 

unison. The modus operandi had 
been a blame game, with APC law-
makers attributing the economic 
crisis to the 16-year PDP misrule, 
even as PDP legislators describe 
the ruling party as a ‘one chance’ 
government - a popular name for 
a type of robbery, where unsus-
pecting passengers are robbed in 
commercial vehicles.

But on resumption from the 
two-month recess last week, sena-
tors put aside their political differ-
ences and united against a com-
mon enemy: economic recession. 
Going by the seriousness attached 
to finding urgent solutions to the 
challenges, plenary sessions began 
at about 10am in the three legisla-
tive days of Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Thursday the debate lasted.

In what is a clear indication that 
the rich also cry, they lamented 
how they have been badly affected 
by the economic crisis. Senate 
Minority Whip, Phillip Aduda, 
aptly captured the mood of his 
colleagues when he said recession 
knows no political party, religion 
or ethnic group.

Senate President Bukola Saraki 
commenced the debate on the 

roadmap out of the recession in 
his speech to welcome his col-
leagues back from their annual 
vacation. However, of the 14-point 
recommendation he submitted 
as solutions to the recession, his 
proposal on the sale of national as-
sets drew the ire of senators who 
vehemently kicked against it.

I can’t but agree with them. Sell-
ing of national assets at a period of 
recession is like a man selling his 
apartment to enjoy the pleasures of 
today without considering where 
his family would sleep tomorrow.

Why are the proponents fix-
ated on NLNG and NNPC alone? 
Why not Ajaokuta Steel Compa-
ny? Why not invest in the explora-
tion of oil in Chad Basin? Why not 
invest in solid minerals, agriculture 
or science and technology?

Knowing full well that oil is the 
mainstay of the nation’s economy, 
the Federal Government should 
engage in meaningful dialogue 
with aggrieved militants in the 
Niger Delta and avoid escalation 
of the conflict in the region.

With Vice President Yemi 
Osinbajo admitting that the reces-
sion was caused by activities of 
militants in the Niger Delta, which 
led to crude oil production loss of 
one million barrels per day, it goes 
without saying that negotiating 
with the militants is the best way 
to go in shoring up revenue for the 
country in the short term, while 
focusing on diversification of the 
economy in the long term.

Passage of Petroleum Industry 
Bill (PIB) and inclusion of Host 
Community Fund will also ease 
the economic woes the country is 
currently facing, as communities 
would have a sense of belonging in 
protecting oil installations in their 
domain. Speaking at his ministe-
rial screening last year before the 

Senate, Ibe Kachikwu revealed that 
the country loses $15million yearly 
due to the non-passage of the bill.

With the setting up of a six-man 
adhoc committee to collate the 
views of lawmakers at the debate, 
the Red Chamber is expected to 
invite members of the Economic 
Team including the Finance Minis-
ter Kemi Adeosun, her counterpart 
in Budget and National Planning 
Udoma Udoma, Governor Central 
Bank of Nigeria Godwin Eme-
fiele to brief the upper legislative 
chamber on monetary and fiscal 
policies geared towards getting the 
country out of recession.

Among the far reaching short 
and long-term solutions proffered 
by senators included power de-
volution, granting of autonomy 
to states and local governments, 
opposition to sale of national assets, 
renegotiation of agreements with 
oil majors to free resources for de-
velopment, confidence building to 
attract Foreign Direct Investments 
(FDIs), restructuring of the country, 
direct engagement of the people by 
President Muhammadu Buhari as 
against the town hall meetings being 
held by ministers, cabinet reshuffle 
and constitution amendment to 
empower the Federal Government 
to save a percentage of the nation’s 
revenues against raining days.

Other suggestions are diversifi-
cation of the economy, encourage-
ment of small and medium scale 
industries to thrive and produce 
for export, increase spending by 
government, reduction of interest 
rates, provision of guarantees to 
safeguard bank deposits by the Fed-
eral Government, creation of new 
sources of forex earnings, constitu-
tion of boards of federal agencies, 
blocking leakages in the system, 
ban of some food items that can 
be locally produced, deployment 

of recovered funds to finance the 
2016 budget, investment in agricul-
ture, revisiting the Treasury Single 
Accounts (TSA), borrowing on the 
short-term to stabilise the economy, 
provision of legal backing for the 
Sovereign Wealth Fund.

The training and empower-
ment of youths and women, sup-
ply of farm inputs like fertilizers 
and seeds as a way of encouraging 
return to the land by the people, 
addressing multiple taxation, re-
view of the minimum wage and 
demand of higher productivity 
from civil servants, improvement 
in the security situation and care 
for Internally Displaced Persons 
(IDPs), using 10 percent of the 
national budget to finance agri-
culture, increasing the petroleum 
refining capacity of the nation 
through establishment of modular 
refineries, reform of health and 
education sectors to discourage 
medical and educational tourism, 
strengthening the rule of law 
and the justice system, revisiting 
the cut in the amnesty budget for 
ex-militants, balancing of imports 
with local production to grow local 
businesses, spending on infrastruc-
tural development, stoppage in tax 
increases, boosting local produc-
tion and proper planning to aid 
development also formed part of 
the lawmakers’ recommendations.

The leadership of both cham-
bers is expected to take a final 
position this weekend on the 
House’s recommendation that 
President Muhammadu Buhari ap-
pears before a joint session of both 
chambers on efforts being made to 
get Nigeria out of the crisis.

Meanwhile, the political equa-
tion in the Senate assumed a new 
dimension on Thursday, with the 
defection of a People’s Democratic 
Party (PDP) senator, Joshua Dariye 

to the ruling All Progressives Con-
gress (APC), increasing the number 
of APC senators from 58 to 59.

In a letter read by Senate Presi-
dent Bukola Saraki at Thursday’s 
plenary, Dariye, a former gover-
nor of Plateau State and Chair-
man Senate Committee on Public 
Procurement, said his decision to 
cross over to APC was informed 
by the protracted division at the 
national level of the PDP that led 
to the massive movement of his 
supporters to APC.

Immediately after the an-
nouncement, he was ushered from 
the PDP to APC row by the Senate 
Chief Whip, Sola Adeyeye, to the 
admiration of APC lawmakers. 

The number of senators under 
APC’s platform is set to increase 
further with the scheduled swear-
ing-in of senator-elect in the South-
East zone, Ben Uwajumogu.

The legislator, who will repre-
sent Imo North Senatorial District, 
was not sworn-in on Thursday due 
to tight schedule.

Uwajumogu was declared win-
ner of the July re-run election by 
the Independent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC) having de-
feated his closest challenger, Athan 
Achonu of the Peoples Democratic 
Party (PDP), who was occupying 
the seat before the Appeal Court 
ordered a re-run. 

On Thursday, the Senator-elect 
had showed up for the swearing-in 
at the National Assembly complex as 
early as 9am ahead of the 10am re-
sumption time of the Red Chamber 
with his retinue of supporters and 
political allies including traditional 
rulers, who came from Imo State.

They were however, disap-
pointed when the news filtered in 
that the swearing-in had been put 
off till next week when the Senate 
will reconvene.

Recession unites Senate

I
n my candid opinion, the 
lingering crisis in the House 
of Representatives has started 
yielding positive result, a 

report which I consider needs 
to be brought to the public glare. 
Many Nigerians need to know 
this and that “Good things can also 
come from Nazareth,” even if it 
lingers for years. That summarizes 
the follow-up on the lingering 
crisis which envelopes the Lower 
Chamber for about two months 
following the outcry of the sacked 
chairman of the House Committee 
on Appropriations, Hon. Abdulmu-
min Jibrin who leveled corruption 
allegations against some principal 
officers in the House. Last Fri-
day, able-bodied men were busy 
offloading trucks load of electronic 
gadgets including fridges into 
the storehouse of the House of 
Representatives. The last time I 
witnessed similar exercise was 
few days before the lawmakers 
embarked on the two months an-
nual recess which marked the end 
of the first year of the 8th session 
of the National Assembly. In one of 
the offices I visited last Friday, I saw 
a set of computer and other newly 
procured electronic appliances to 
confirm the new dawn. Though, 
I’m still at a loss whether or not 
those items were advertised and 
followed due process in line with 
the provisions of the Public Pro-
curement Act. For the discerning 

minds, it’s a partial good develop-
ment though leading us nowhere! 
Our leaders must be ready to be 
accountable at all times for their 
stewardship. They must subject 
themselves to the laws of the 
land and never take the people 
for granted at any given time. 
They should always abide by the 
Oath they swore to as custodians 
of the public institutions and our 
commonwealth, especially at a 
time when as the Rt. Hon. Speaker 
Yakubu Dogara puts it: “the House 
is fully conscious of its watchdog 
role in our democracy and will 
always strive to earn the trust and 
confidence of Nigerians.” Then 
I will like to admonish that “the 
watch dog should not fear being 
watched,” in order to avoid abso-
lute power corrupting absolutely!

Likewise, if given the singular 
opportunity I would have asked 
Mr. Speaker to give insight into 
how best to hold political office 
holders accountable considering 
his affirmative statement: “We 
remain accountable to Nigerians 
for our conduct as public servants,” 
as contained in the welcome 
address of his colleagues from the 
two months annual recess. For me, 
the best way to be accountable 
is by ‘auditing of the account.’ So 
when are we going to audit House 
of Representatives’ account (at 
least for the first time, please now)? 
Without waiting for an answer, 

we (Nigerians) have been urged to 
“continue to repose confidence in 
the legislature as we assure that we 
will continue to work in partner-
ship with Mr. President and all 
arms of Government in order to 
deliver on national priorities for the 
Nigeria of our dreams to emerge.” 
This we have subscribed to over 
the years no doubt but yet to take 
the country to the next level. I just 
keep imagine why Nigeria remains 
underdeveloped when ranked 
with other comity of nations like 
Brazil, China, Malaysia, among oth-
ers. They were almost a par with 
my father’s land some few decades 
ago, but have been catapulted to 
terrestrial level in terms of human 
and natural endowments. What 
then bedeviled our land? That is 
the food for thought to us all!

Now to another germane 
discuss of public interest. Let me 
assume that it should not be news 
to any Nigerian who sees brand 
new fleet of ‘Utility vehicles’ com-
ing into the National Assembly 
complex any moment from now. 
Already, it’s been announced by 
the Media Manager of the House 
that there is no going back on 
the procurement of the vehicles. 
Honestly, I appreciate Hon. Ab-
dulrasak Namdas sincerity and 
openness rather than mincing 
words and playing politics with 
issues, he has always being blunt. 
The only issue at stake is whether 

the House is insulated from the 
procurement Act which is the 
product of the National Assembly 
(I do not mean to say, above the 
law). I only envisage a situa-
tion where someone sometime, 
somewhere will raise dust on this 
issue in the nearest weeks, similar 
to what played out in the 6th 
Assembly when such procure-
ment scandal exploded but was 
eventually ‘die political death’.

Let me quickly touch on what 
transpired at the investigative 
public hearing on the ‘alleged breach 
of privileges of the House and 
members, as well as the practices, 
precedents and usages of the House 
and sundry acts of misconduct 
against the members and institution 
of the House and National Assem-
bly which took place on Friday.

When asked by members of 
the House Committee on Ethics 
and Privileges to justify how Jibrin 
flout the Rules and Act which he 
referred to, the petitioner, Hon. 
Emmanuel Orker-Jev, chairman 
House Committee on Rules and 
Business, told the committee that 
a former member, Hon. Patrick 
Obaiyagbon who allegedly incited 
the public against the House after 
apologizing to members when the 
issue was raised on the floor of the 
House by another member whose 
privilege was breached, was par-
doned. He also alluded to another 
instance when a former member, 

Hon. Dino Melaye was suspended 
for unruly conduct on the floor 
of the House. As the custodian of 
the House Rules, he affirmatively 
declared that Jibrin’s case is not 
a ‘contempt’ of the House rather 
should be sanctioned because 
his “statements and publications 
are contrary to sections 24 and 
30 of the Legislative (Powers and 
Privileges) Act. They are breach of 
the standing Orders of the House 
of Representatives, particularly 
the provisions on privileges of the 
House and that of members there-
of touching or seizing the Mace 
Order 10 Rule 5(13 and 15),” which 
attracts 6 months suspension,” as 
stated in the petition which birthed 
the investigative public hearing. So 
far so good, Nigerians, the last is yet 
to be heard on the hullabaloo in the 
Lower Chamber.

Observers are still watching
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A crises-ridden House of Representa-
tives last week resumed from its 
long recess to continue with its 

Ostrich-style response to an economy in 
coma. President Muhammadu Buhari had 
endlessly waited for the resumption to 
begin to administer the mouth-to-mouth 

resuscitation to the ailing economy. Im-
mediately the lawmakers ended their 
holidays, the President rushed to present 
the highly criticized emergency power 
bill to the National Assembly. Now, try-
ing to play their usual Ostrich in a time-
buying tactic, the Reps decided that he, 

Toeing the Ostrich path

Last week, the People’s Democratic 
Party (PDP) showed a serious sign of 
mending its fences. The two factions 

of Ali Modu Sheriff and Ahmed Makarfi, 
for the first time in many months, agreed 
to bury the hatchets and work together in 
the interest of the party. This is a positive 
development, even though many critics 
still believe that the umbrella association 
needs more than reconciliation to win 

Is PDP really mending fences?
They are at it again. They will never 

change. Remember them? Some 
of them were part of the cartel at 

that time; they and their predecessors 
brought us to this sorry state. They’re 
the people we call state governors. 
The other time during the Goodluck 
Jonathan administration, they stam-
peded the Bayelsa-born president into 
sharing the Sovereign Wealth Fund 
(SWF), which was meant to be saved 
for the rainy day. At that time, critics 
and commentators screamed foul and 
urged the undertakers to use their brain 
wisely, their response (like the Jews to 
Pilate) was let “His blood be on us and 
on our children!” They got the money; 
squandered everything in their usual 
Prodigal Son-like manner. Today, that 
action is haunting the entire country. 
It is rather sad that we have refused to 
learn anything from our past mistakes. 
Again, all the money realised in the past 
from the privatization exercises carried 
out in this country, where is it? We can’t 
boast of good roads, constant power; 
everything is in a shambles. Ordinarily, 
privatization is the way to go, any day; 
but that is in places where the system is 
allowed to work well. We have re-
turned again to a point where the state 
governors, who have learnt the ways 
of their predecessors, are voting for the 
sale of national assets. If you talk of sale 
of some of the aircraft on the Presiden-

They’ll never change

Like him or hate him, Ayodele Fay-
ose of Ekiti State is scoring the bull’s 
eye on many fronts. The news the 

other day was well received that a court 
in Ekiti has sentenced to two years im-
prisonment a herdsman for willful and 
unlawful damage of cash crops. Since 
the Fulani herdsmen’s terrorism across 
the country became a national issue and 
of serious embarrassment, neither the 
Federal Government nor any state gov-

All hail Fayose’s Ekiti!      
ernment has been courageous enough to 
bring the herdsmen to justice. Even the 
Benue and Enugu states where several 
people had been mercilessly murdered 
by these mindless itinerant cattle rear-
ers, the state governments have done 
nothing beyond castrated verbal threats. 
Fayose’s Ekiti has really proven how to 
exercise the real responsibility of any 
government. A Chief Magistrate’s Court 
in Ado Ekiti has sentenced one Ali Ha-
runa, 18, to two years imprisonment for 
taking his cows for grazing in a farmland 
in Ado Ekiti and destroying crops. If you 
were not aware of that judgment, here’s 
a piece of it: The Magistrate, Idowu 
Ayenimo, found the accused guilty of a 
two-count charge of willful and unlaw-
ful damage of farm crops at Ago Aduloju 
in Ado Ekiti. The court indicated that 
Haruna was arraigned on January 22, 
2016. The four prosecution witnesses 
testified that the convict was caught 
in the midnight grazing his cows in the 
farm belonging to Abdullahi Yaho and 
Bello Mohammed. The cash crops said to 
have been destroyed by the cows in the 
farm included cassava, maize, okro and 
pepper, all valued at N3million.

Imagine what could have happened if 
Haruna had caused the death of anybody 
in Ekiti State!

What manner of friends are USA & UK to Buhari?

Shortly after his election as Presi-
dent and before his inauguration on 
May 29, 2015, the G-7 group of na-

tions told Muhammadu Buhari to bring 
his wish list. Group of Seven (G7) an 
international organisation was officially 
established in 1985 to facilitate eco-
nomic cooperation among the world’s 
largest industrial nations.  Members are 
Canada, France, Germany, Great Britain, 
Italy, Japan, and the United States. Bu-
hari did not waste time, he turned in a 
long list of wishes top of which included 
solicitation of help over the Boko Haram 
insurgency and the need for the repa-
triation of stolen wealth of Nigeria still 
being held up in those countries. Apart 
from doing so, he also paid separate 
visits to most member states. In all of his 
journeys, the President has continued 
to sing the same song he started to sing 
nearly two years now. It is amazing that 
the promised help has not been realised 
in the measure it was expected, other-
wise, Buhari would not have singled 
out the United States of America and 
United Kingdom to plead for the release 
of the stolen funds. If at this time the 
President, despite the effusion of good 
will and avalanche of promises from 
both countries, is still reminding them 
to render that support, it then means 

Jonathan

Sheriff Makarfi

Fayose

Saraki

the Presidency in 2019. Governor Okezie 
Ikpeazu of Abia State rightly described 
the reconciliation as a step in the right 
direction, observing also that the long 
period of the crisis had taken a toll on 
the party. It was his belief that the rec-
onciliation as it were, had also provided 
PDP with new opportunities to become 
stronger. Well, critics say that PDP can be 
stronger as a party, but not so strong as to 

President Buhari

that the “we will support you” verbalisa-
tion is not really achieving the desired 
aim. Or what exactly is hindering US 
and UK cooperation in this regard? 
Buhari needs to restrategise rather than 
continuous shout of bring ‘back our 
money’ as if foreigners came here and 
stole the money. It is self-inflicted pain.

tial fleet and the moribund refineries, 
they should be sold even if it is for one 
kobo, but not the country’s multi-billion 
dollar shares in the Nigeria Liquefied 
Natural Gas Limited (NLNG).  You know 
the hazard of it all? After the sale, the 
money will not be used for what it was 
meant for and the asset is gone forever, 
and we return to square one, biting our 
fingers. Once bitten twice shy.

win the presidency so 
soon. The PDP ruled the 
country for straight 16 
years and left Nigeria 
and the people terribly 
bruised. Some analysts 
believe that the way 
forward should be a 
fusion of some “good 
people” in PDP, APC 
and some other parties 
as neither the PDP nor 
the APC is qualified 
enough, as it were, to 
win a presidential in 
the foreseeable future 
having been tried and 
found wanting.  

Buhari, must address a joint session of 
the National Assembly to tell them what 

plans he has to move the economy out of 
recession. This move, to me appears un-
necessary; unnecessary because had the 
President any solution to the challenged 
economy he would have applied such, at 
least, to redeem his image that is nearly 
hitting the rocks. Or do they think that 
Mr. President is comfortable reading and 
listening to all manner of things people 
are writing and saying about his gov-
ernment being clueless? The President, 
as it seems now, is waiting for them to 
grant him the emergency powers he is 
seeking before he takes any further step. 
It appears that Nigeria is really at the 
crossroads.



‘Budget 2016 has all the strategies to get 
Nigeria out of recession’

I
n specific terms, how do you think 
Nigeria can come out of the cur-
rent economic recession? What 
needs to be done right now?

To come out of the ravaging 
recession, all that is needed to be done 
is all on the cards and well-articulated. 
Budget 2016 which is not being faith-
fully implemented had all that it takes 
not to have gotten into the recession in 
the first place, or rather now that we 
have recession staring us on the face, 
it has the strategies to get us out of the 
recession. The problem has been that 
we have been delinquent in implement-
ing the budget as has been the case with 
several budgets for a long time now. It 
is good that the fiscal authorities are 
belatedly coming to accept what we 
have preached all along, that for you to 
avoid recession all that is needed is for 
you to deliberately activate productivity 
by, for instance, implementing the social 
programmes in the budget, such as the 
meal a day at school, the conditional 
money transfer to the unemployed, 
and the proposed teacher graduate 
employment, etc. And still on the bud-
get, we for once in a long time projected 
capital expenditure that amounted to 
30 percent of the budget. But we have 
just been informed that some initial 
releases of N400 billion have just been 
made and nobody knows how long it 
will take for the expenditure to have 
been effected because of the structural 
impediments arising from adhering to 
the procedures to be adopted as outlined 
in the Public Procurement Act. This 
probably explains why the executive 
has asked for emergency powers, which 
has our sympathy, to hasten up things 
as we do not at this critical point in time 
have the luxury of delay occasioned by 
observing diligently some of the stipula-
tions of this Act.

We must kick-start quick imple-
mentation of the capital expenditure 
included in the budget to kick-start 
productivity in the economy. We must 
also make all efforts to grow the tax 
revenue. In most other economies, 
recurrent expenditure is funded by 
revenue accruing from taxation and 
sundry tariffs. But we must resist the 
temptation to increase the tax rate. 
That would be counter to the mindset 
that would inform exit from the reces-
sion. What is required is to broaden the 
tax net to capture those who have not 
been paying taxes, particularly in the 
informal sectors of the economy. But 
as we want to augment tax revenue, we 
must avoid any additional taxes, such 
as the proposed 9 percent communica-
tion levy or increases of any form that 
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Interview

That Nigeria’s economy is in recession is no longer news; what is perhaps of concern to the citizens now 
is how the country can get out of it and get back on the path of growth. Dr. Boniface Chizea, a seasoned 
economist and Managing Director/Chief Executive Officer of Lagos-based BIC Consultancy Services, argues 
that, among other things, quick implementation of the capital expenditure component of the 2016 budget 
to kick-start productivity in the economy, growing the tax revenue, providing more targeted funds at 
concessionary interest rates to key sectors of the economy, and putting purchasing power back into the 
hands of workers are the way to go. He spoke to CHUKS OLUIGBO, assistant editor.

would compound the misery index in 
the land. For instance, we do not know 
if the proposed fees increase at unity 
schools has been effected. We must 
deliberately avoid putting more burdens 
on the citizenry through such increases.

If you have a recession, and as in 
the Nigerian situation, with rising rate 
of inflation which means that the situ-
ation qualifies as stagflation, you cannot 
afford to worsen the misery index by 
not paying salaries as and when due. But 
what do you have in Nigeria today? Ac-
cording to information available, about 
28 states in the country are delinquent 
with the payment of salaries of workers. 
What is even more surprising is that 
some of the oil producing states, which 
enjoy additional allocation from the 
Federation Account due to the deriva-
tion policy, are also counted amongst 
such states which have not paid salaries 
for months. You wonder how the execu-
tives expect any manner of productivity 
from workers that have not been paid 
their salaries! Therefore, one of the 
strategies to guarantee the reflation of 
the economy is to put purchasing power 
back into the hands of workers so that in 
the process we can kick-start the activa-
tion of idle capacity, boost productivity 
and ensure that citizens are kept on their 
jobs and possibly make demand-driven 
recruitments, thereby impacting the 
worrisome unemployment situation. As 
we discuss this, it is even more uncon-
scionable to forget pensioners who have 
given their best days in the service of 
this country by also not paying pension-
ers as and when due. One thought that 
the recent pension reform was aimed 
at ameliorating this dire situation as it 
was expected that the pension scheme 
would be private-sector driven and 
therefore the issue of unfunded pension 
accounts were supposed to be a thing 
of the past. It would appear that this 
expectation is yet to materialize as we 
still witness protest by pensioners who 
have not been paid for several months. 
We must prioritize the payment of the 
pensions as part of the strategies to exit 
the recession. This is not the time to 
allow any company to fold up. What is 
happening in the aviation industry must 
be checkmated. The authorities must 
deliberately act to avoid the grounding 
of any airline with the loss of jobs which 
would result. All attempts must be made 
to ensure that people are kept at their 
duty posts. And that we get more people 
off the unemployment queues even if 
by deliberately embarking on public 
works programmes; engage workers to 
sweep the streets and markets, clear-
ing of drainages, etc., or back to land 

programme as is being implemented 
in some of the states of the federation.

In response to the prevalent high 
interest environment, we must inten-
sify efforts in the direction of providing 
more targeted funds at concessionary 
interest rates, such as we have for the 
Small and Medium Scale Enterprises, 
the aviation industry, the power sector, 
the Graduate Internship Scheme for 
budding entrepreneurs, the Anchor 
borrowers scheme for the growing of 
rice, etc., and ensure that deliberate steps 
are taken to make such funds readily 
accessible. It is commendable how the 
Central Bank in order to facilitate the 
Graduate Internship Scheme accepted 
for collateral certificates and diplomas. 
We need to adopt such approach to 
ensure that such targeted funds are not 
simply there in name without anyone 
being in position to access them. 

Assuming all the right policies come 
in place today, how much longer might 
Nigerians wait before they begin to see 
signs of recovery?

Signs of recovery would be visible 
instantly if you put some of the social 
programmes in place. Could you envis-
age what impact a meal a day at school 
would have in terms of engaging work-
ers to work on the platform sourcing 
food items from farmers and the market, 
and the enthusiasm of school children, 
particularly those from poor homes, 

who will be looking forward to one good 
meal a day and therefore can no longer 
resist the attraction and allure of school! 
If you pay backlog of salaries, and whilst 
we at it pay government contractors 
some of who have been owed for some 
years for jobs they have executed, the 
impact would be fast and sudden. This 
is why most of the strategies we have 
discussed here are regarded as quick 
fixes to get the country out of recession 
in double quick time.

Many analysts and Nigerians in 
general had thought the N6.06trn 2016 
budget would have reflationary impact 
on the economy, but the reverse has 
been the case as it appears the budget 
is not being funded, raising questions 
regarding what is being done with the 
over N3trn said to have been saved 
from TSA implementation and the 
$9bn said to have been recovered from 
looted funds. What’s your thought 
on this? 

Budget 2016 was deliberately tagged 
reflationary budget because of the size 
of the budget, the capital component of 
the budget and the extent of deficit. And 
it was the expectation that it was custom 
made to postpone the recession. But all 
this could not happen because as usual 
we spent time doing other things instead 
of implementing the budget. Even at the 
start of the last quarter of the budget 
calendar, we are still consumed with 

accusations of budget padding. And 
what is sometimes difficult to fathom 
is the often-heard claim to the effect 
that there is no money. But we have a 
budget which included a borrowing 
plan. If we implement the budget, all 
this cry of lack of funds would disappear. 
The budget took time to envisage what 
amount would be borrowed locally 
as opposed to what the country will 
borrow overseas. But until lately we 
are still discussing approval to borrow 
and from which source. This is why 

One of the strategies to 
guarantee the reflation 
of the economy is to put 
purchasing power back 
into the hands of workers 
so that in the process we 
can kick-start the activa-
tion of idle capacity, boost 
productivity and ensure 
that citizens are kept on 
their jobs, and possibly 
make demand-driven 
recruitments, thereby 
impacting the worrisome 
unemployment situation

some of us have argued that we do not 
have to look far for strategies to get the 
country out of recession as these strate-
gies are well captured in the budget. We 
celebrated the Treasury Single Account 
as a strategy to reduce abuse associated 
with the lodgement of government 
funds with the banks and in the process 
we have sanitized a whopping amount 
of N3 trillion sitting in an account with 
the Central Bank. In this era of recession 
whereby we are looking forward to in-
jecting money into the financial system, 
it is most ill-advised to continue to keep 
such a humongous sum of money in an 
idle account. We must quickly move 
to inject such funds into the banking 
sector to enable the banks to resume 
the playing of the important financial 
intermediation role, taking whatever 
steps is deemed necessary to avoid the 
erstwhile abuse which resulted to the 
adoption of the scheme in the first place.
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Interview
‘Town, gown misalignment responsible 
for Nigeria’s high unemployment rate’
Musa M. Rabiu, HR consultant at NNPC and chairman, Management of National Unemployment Challenge 
(MNUC) Committee of CIPM, in this interview with KELECHI EWUZIE, shares insights into the self-
starting initiative embarked upon by CIPM aimed at partnering with government to address the growing 
unemployment situation in Nigeria. Excerpts:

W
hat informed the setting up of 
the MNUC Committee?

Management of National Un-
employment Challenge is the 
title of the research study that 

has given birth to our report. The idea of the 
MNUC study was conceived by the leadership 
of The Chartered Institute of Personnel Man-
agement of Nigeria (CIPM) as a response to 
some perceived social, economic and political 
challenges of unemployment in Nigeria, being 
Africa’s most populous country, and as a contri-
bution to national renaissance and well-being.

The MNUC study was initiated to collaborate 
with the federal government in providing 
sustainable solutions to the unemployment 
challenge in the country. This is because the 
leadership of CIPM had observed different 
indicators showing that unemployment in the 
country was growing at an increasing rate, 
with serious attendant socio-economic conse-
quences. It is part of the Institute’s contribution 
to sustained national development.

The Chartered Institute of Personnel Manage-
ment of Nigeria, in line with its mandate (Act 
58 of 1992) as the regulatory body on human 
resource management practice in Nigeria, owns 
the initiative to research the unemployment 
issues in Nigeria and make implementable 
and sustainable recommendations required 
for managing the challenge. In sum, MNUC 
is CIPM’s self-starting initiative aimed at 
partnering with the government to address 
unemployment.

 
What informed the research?
The passion for national development was 

the first thing that triggered the research. Also, 
because unemployment impacts human re-
sources, as the regulatory body for the practice 
of human resource management in the country, 
CIPM Nigeria is concerned with the numerous 
implications of unemployment on individu-
als, organisations and the nation. The MNUC 
Committee adopted pragmatism as its research 
philosophy in order to ensure that the study’s 
direction of theorising, paradigmatic perspec-
tive, design and data collection and analysis 
are respectively deductive and inductive. In 
addition, the research philosophy ensured 
balance between quantitative, qualitative, 
explanatory/descriptive, exploratory statistics 
and also allowed the flexible use of primary 
and secondary source data.

 
From our finding, what are the key causes 

of unemployment?
From our finding, the immediate and remote 

causes of unemployment include policy incon-
sistency, poor political governance, and setting 
of policy direction which in turn elicits a harsh 
business environment, lack of stakeholders’ 
ownership of national employment policy, 
misalignment of the educational system output 
and the skill-sets required by current employers 
of labour, amongst others.

Unemployment rate refers to numbers of 
unemployed individuals expressed as a per-
centage of the total labour force. Data from the 
National Bureau of Statistics have shown that 
youth unemployment has grown from an aver-
age of 16.43 percent in 2014 to 21.50 percent in 
the first quarter of 2016. As at the end of second 
quarter of 2016, the national unemployment 
has risen to 13.3 percent.

CIPM Nigeria has tailored its recommenda-
tions/solutions to different causes of unemploy-
ment revealed by the MNUC study. These are 
covered in the recommendations on Govern-
ment policy on economy; Government policy 
on  education; Government policy on immigra-
tion & expatriate quota; Managing the labour 
market; Entrepreneurial skills development; 
Rural industrialisation for cottage enterprise, 
amongst others.

 
How can unemployment be stemmed?
If some/all the practical and sustainable so-

lutions recommended in the Institute’s MNUC 
report are adopted and implemented, we are 
confident that unemployment challenge in the 
country would be stemmed in reasonable space 
of time and admittedly, it will take a great deal 

of hard work. That is why all relevant stake-
holders should collaborate with CIPM in making 
this happen for the overall good of the nation.

One of the quick-wins is to put in place mea-
sures that would stem the current worrisome 
trend for unemployment, especially the rate of 
growth. A major study finding is the fact that 
one of the major causes of unemployment in 
the country is the misalignment between the 
output from the Nigerian institutions of higher 
learning and skills demand by the employers of 
labour. CIPM is willing and ready to collaborate 
with relevant stakeholders to review/redesign 
the curricula of our institutions of higher learn-
ing to reflect current skills demand reality. CIPM 
is also available to train the trainers in those 
institutions of higher learning to ensure that 
industry realities are embedded in their learn-
ing delivery processes.

The long-term recommendations for reducing 
unemployment in the country are numerously 
stated in the report. However, they all require 
continuous process efficiency to survive. Mea-
sures to ensure continuous process efficiency 
are also stated in our recommendations.

 
When you talk about stakeholders’ col-

laboration with CIPM in tackling unemploy-
ment, what do you have in mind?

Unemployment is a national issue. Resolving 
it requires collaboration of different stakehold-
ers in the nation. CIPM has taken a giant and 
proactive step in that direction by undertaking 
the MNUC study. There are diverse stakeholders 
required for successful implementation of the 
recommendations.

Stakeholders in this case represent those 
groups without whose support the unemploy-
ment challenge would be difficult to overcome. 
The composition of stakeholders with whom 
CIPM needs to collaborate is dependent on 
the angle you want to attack the challenge 
from, but generally speaking, they include 
government at different levels, MDAs, relevant 
regulatory and professional bodies and industry 
leaders, amongst others.

Though this study was initiated by CIPM, 
the recommendations in it involve different 
stakeholders who must collaboratively agree 
on platforms for accessing the report. This is yet 
to be done. Once the agreement is reached, it 
would be communicated as required.

The research on its own may be difficult to 
annualise but we have built into the recom-
mendations different monitoring and evalua-
tion measures aimed at managing the effective-
ness and efficiency of the recommendations. 
This could be annualised. The recommenda-
tions require short-, medium- and long-term 
actions for successful implementation. The 
research report would be presented to different 
stakeholders as and when due. Presently, effort 
is in place to present the report to the Presi-
dency, Minister of Labour and Employment, 
Minister of Education and Head of Service of 
the Federation. Many of our recommendations 
in the MNUC report are policy-oriented. We 
are optimistic that the concerned stakeholders 
would adopt the recommendations for shaping 
policies relating to unemployment reduction 
and job creation.

 
How does the MNUC report align with the 

government’s agenda on job creation?
MNUC report totally aligns with the govern-

ment’s job creation initiatives. MNUC study was 
conceived by the leadership of the CIPM as a 
response to the social, economic and political 
challenges in Nigeria, just as government’s job 
creation initiatives were triggered by the need to 
prevent/reduce the multifarious consequences 
of unemployment on the economy.

 
Is CIPM currently exploring collaborations 

for further promoting the recommenda-
tions?

Yes, part of our effort in this regard was a 
media and stakeholders’ engagement session 
which recently took place. We need the media 
and other relevant stakeholders to promote the 
recommendations in the MNUC report.

 



L
et’s give it to Nigerian 
youths. Any day, time or 
place, the Nigeria music 
industry rocks, winning 
awards and accolades 

within and outside the African 
continent! You really don’t have to 
understand the lyrics (when some 
local dialect is infused to flavour 
the song) to have a good time 
when the music is enjoying air 
play as the beat gets you thump-
ing your feet, nodding your head 
or swaying on your seat.

But there is a damper to this 
otherwise ‘hot’ sensational in-
dustry and it is gradually eroding 
the huge appeal and followership 
the music industry has achieved: 
scantily-clad ladies gyrating to 
hot banging music, or a group of 
them groping a shirtless man who 
has a Cuban cigar in his mouth, 
with loads of blings on his body. 
This is the present reality in the 
Nigerian entertainment industry, 
especially in the music videos.

While their male counterparts 
are fully clothed, looking dash-
ing in three-piece suits or lovely 
traditional attires, like ‘Senator’ 
or ‘Agbada’, the ladies, like vile se-
ductresses, shockingly bare it all.

It is true that sex sells, but at 
what point did obscenity become 
a form of entertainment in the 
Nigeria society, where wild orgies 

Obscenity: a form of  entertainment?

MABEL DIMMA (with contribution from CHUKS OLUIGBO)

are shown? Some videos depict a 
made-man as one who has a lot 
of cash oozing out of all his pores; 
pops champagne like water with 
a dozen or more half-clad girls 
swooning over him.

Obscenity, according to the 
dictionary, is the state or quality 
of being obscene. Amongst its syn-
onyms are words like indecency, 
vulgarity, debauchery, vileness, 
unwholesomeness, eroticism, and 
carnality.

This is also reflected in the lyr-
ics of most songs being churned 
out on a daily basis in our society. 
While the songs are repetitious, 
the lyrics leave a lot to be desired. 
Curse, dirty and swear words, 
such as the f-word, expletives, 
lewd allusions and general gutter 
language are all part of the mix – a 
sad reflection of how the society 
has decayed.

But obscenity may not be new 
in the Nigerian entertainment 
space. Fela Anikulakpo-Kuti, glob-
ally acclaimed Afrobeat legend, 
was notorious for the display 
of obscenity. It was him against 
the world. He was rebellious of 
everything western and took it to 
extremes by appearing in his fa-
mous white pants, surrounded by 
his ‘harem’ of beauties, all dressed 
in African attires. But the current 
reality on ground surpasses any of 

Fela’s bravest moves.
Highlighting the level of inde-

cency prevalent in the Nigerian 
entertainment industry, a recent 
article highlighted that the great-
est danger is that government 
agencies have not played any roles 
in improving an industry that is 

rated as our fastest developing in 
the last decade.

“One realises without trying 
hard that corruption and inde-
cency are huge in this part of the 
world. There are several reports 
of models, actresses and aspiring 
female musicians subjected to dif-

ferent illegal acts as they struggle 
to climb up the ladder of fame and 
then fortune,” the article says.

“It is terrible and touching, 
among other things, but it explains 
the desperation even though 
whatever the case, it remains 
unprofessional that people have 
to resort to sexual gratifications 
to allow others the opportunity to 
chase their dreams. The indecen-
cy in the industry isn’t inspiring. 
But I suppose it makes sense given 
the economic realities of today.”

Etim Bassey, a visual and cre-
ative artiste, says the spate of 
obscenity in the music industry is 
a frightening development.

“It is wrong to believe that 
nudity sells. Directors of musical 
videos erroneously go with the 
belief that nudity holds the audi-
ence captive, but that is far from 
the truth. In most cases it is rather 
a turn-off. It actually portrays a 
kind of shallowness in the creative 
stream of the director; especially 
as the entire production clearly 
puts up an undue exhibition of 
the female anatomy,” says Bassey.

Asked if he would be comfort-
able watching Nigerian music 
videos with his children, he says 
an emphatic no.

“Twerking and nudity is not 
something you watch comfort-
ably with your kids. It is not a 
kind of scene you feel happy if 
you should chance upon your 
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kids watching, which is why my 
children do not watch music chan-
nels on cable TV; because all you 
see are nude girls pushing their 
behind in your face,” he says.

“I think for us, it is the western 
influence and we have no mea-
sure of censoring what plays on 
our screen. It is also a function of 
intellectual laziness and very in-
accurate stereotyping. The wrong 
notion that the female form is 
basically an attractive piece of 
ornament that nobody can ignore 
is also a result of loss of value, so-
cietal decadence, where the belief 
that sex sells is rife,” he adds.

For Bolaji Baylor, a professional 
and mother of three, the trend is 
simply appalling and goes to show 
how much lower our morals have 
degenerated.

“It is a total no, no for me! Why 
would a lady go naked because 
she wants to drive home a point? 
I believe a woman’s dignity should 
be respected, which I see lacking 
everywhere. I want to say that 
all of this starts from home – and 
then, it trickles down to the soci-
ety. Again, what we have now is 
rhythm; a song can be groovy yet 
lacks lyrical power. And that is 
what it is,” says Baylor.

“When we were younger, we 
were not exposed to all of these. 
Even if we were, they were not 
to the extreme like what we have 
now and I am not comfortable 
with it at all. Most times, my chil-
dren will tell me, ‘Mummy, change 
it. It is not good’. As I said earlier, it 
is about the values that were/are 
inculcated in individuals. It all 
starts from home. When there are 
no values, there definitely would 
be excesses. There should be a stop 
to it,” she says.

In a July 2009 piece, Bayo 
Olupohunda, educator, writer and 
independent journalist, bemoans 
the fact that the music scene is a 
complete bedlam and has spun 
out of control. Forget it, the regula-
tory bodies can only bark.

“Hip hop is now one of the 
biggest and fastest growing busi-
nesses in the world. Its creativity 
in sound and lyrics has impressed 
many of today’s youth. It can be a 
tool for a positive, social change in 
our country if properly harnessed. 
But is hip hop music taking today’s 
youths where they need to be?” 
Olupohunda asks.

According to him, lyrically 
some of hip hop’s most popular 
songs and musicians have nega-
tively influenced violence, drugs, 

alcohol, sex, disrespect for author-
ity and disrespect for women. 
For many young children and 
teenagers, this type of music can 
create an environment that can 
become detrimental to their lives 
and education.

Ever seen Olamide’s ‘Falilat’, 
Timaya’s ‘Ukwu’, Lil Kesh’s ‘Wa 
Fe Joky’, Tiwa Savage’s ‘Wanted’, 
Flavour’s ‘Ashawo’, Inyanya’s 
‘Oreo’ or listened to their lyrics? 
You will surely have an eye and 
earful of expletives.

Planet TV’s music rating pro-
gramme ‘Access 20’ last week 
featured musical videos like ‘A 
Little More’ by Jidenna, ‘Wetin 
Dey’ by Rayce featuring Davido, 
‘Pass Me Aux’ by YungL, ‘Meji’ by 
Tjan featuring Ycee, ‘One Time’ by 
Aka, among others.

Though the degrees may differ, 
the videos are basically all about 
seductive dance steps, girls in 
pants and bras shaking their boo-
ties, breast-flaunting, sometimes 
pole strip dance and sex simula-
tion – in short, pure erotica!

While most of it can be at-
tributed to blind copying of what 
obtains over there in the Western 
world, the fact that the men are 
fully clad in the same video where 
these ladies wear next to nothing 
seems to portray that ladies in the 
Nigerian entertainment space are 

purely seen as sex symbols, this 
is sad, disheartening and totally 
unacceptable.

Some artistes seem to believe 
that portraying this high level of 
obscenity is the only way to have 
their creative work out there and 
the best way to make jumbo sales 
and achieve stardom in an indus-
try that has become overly com-
petitive and attractive because of 
infused cash from endorsements 
and company sponsorship.

Olupohunda is quick to add 
that while we are creating our 
own thing and recording suc-
cesses on all fronts in the Nigerian 
music industry as sales of albums 
boom and musicians and produc-
ers smile to the banks in spite of 

the evil of piracy, there has to be 
some level of control and order.

“Of course, we all admire the 
awards, the swagger, the air plays 
even on MTV and Channel O. Our 
youths are revelling and making 
success of their talents. Corporate 
bodies have cashed in (reaping 
where they did not sow!), creating 
a huge industry out of the ruins of 
the previous music hiatus,” he says.

“The entire Franco-phone Afri-
can countries’ music industry has 
also been a massive success in Eu-
rope but they have retained their 
African culture in beats, lyrics, 
rhythms and performances. Ku-
dos to the guys now on the driving 
seat of the Nigerian hip-hop music 
industry but enough of lewd lyr-

ics; we need substance. Originality 
should be the name of the game. 
Hip hop will become better once 
the artistes and producers not 
only think of their pockets but 
also their listeners who, after all, 
listen the most. The regulatory 
authorities should add more bites 
to their barks,” he says.

Bassey agrees, pointing out the 
need for regulatory bodies to live 
up to their bidding.

“We are so deep in it; curtail-
ing it would be difficult, but the 
Nigerian Film and Video Censors 
Board could ensure that musical 
videos that put the female body 
on unnecessary display are disal-
lowed from airing. A tall order, but 
at least it will send a message. But, 
most importantly, parents have 
the unique task of guiding the 
children. Use of the block buttons 
on erring channels is advised,” he 
says.

Indeed, it is time for the con-
cerned authorities to look into 
this matter. The Nigerian Film 
and Video Censors Board, Nigeria 
Broadcasting Commission, and all 
other bodies directly or remotely 
concerned cannot afford to slum-
ber while obscenity takes over our 
screens and airwaves.

In America, where the hip 
hop culture borrowed its ‘flashi-
ness’ from, musicians, no mat-
ter how famous, are not above 
the law. Although the First 
Amendment protects freedom 
of speech, that is not the case if 
it is deemed “obscene”. Though 
it may be a nebulous term, some 
artistes have paid a huge price 
(and legal fees) for it. Sometimes, 
their dance moves are a little too 
risqué, while other times their 
lyrics are just a little too dirty, 
but getting naked on stage is 
definitely a no-no. Many musi-
cians had to learn the hard way 
that just because they have the 
mic does not mean they can do 
whatever they want with it. 
Though not all were convicted, 
there are records of others who 
faced charges of obscenity.

The other side of the story, 
the myth-buster, is the fact that 
most people who have ever-green 
songs and are referred to as music 
legends wrote, sang and produced 
songs and videos with clean, sen-
sible lyrics that people could relate 
to and identify with. In the genres 
of music, it is almost impossible to 
find any country music loaded 
with obscene words. That genre 
of music has remained as clean 
as when it started, compared to 
‘hip-hop’, rock, blues, etc.

Indeed, it is a given that music 
appeals to the mind and soul and 
has the ability to effect change. 
The scourge of various diseases, 
debasement and discrimination 
of women, corruption and numer-
ous societal ills can all be fought 
with good music as evident in 
songs by musicians like Sony 
Okosuns, Michael Jackson, Lucky 
Dube, Onyeka Onwenu, Christy 
Essien-Igbokwe and others in 
that era.

Till date, people still identify 
with their songs and even chil-
dren can listen and dance to 
them without parental supervi-
sion. Even recent artistes such 
as 2Baba, Dare Art Alade, Adele, 
Timi Dakolo and a few others 
have shown that you can carve a 
niche for yourself without follow-
ing the band-wagon of ‘wanna-be-
westernised’ hip-hop musician, as 
we have it today.

Flavour Olamide

Timaya Tiwa Savage
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P
rophets can bear heavy 
burdens when people 
ignore warnings to an 
impending doom, fore-
seen and forewarned. A 

burden is always accentuated by 
sorrow and anguish. Yes, sorrow 
and anguish because no prophet 
worth his name would like his peo-
ple to suffer an avoidable disaster.

The burden of prophets is 
that insightful warnings are not 
heeded which can lead to the 
suffering and even death of those 
who ignored the warning. On his 
part, Joseph enjoyed his dream 
interpretation because Pharaoh 
complied with Joseph’s advice. In 
the process, Joseph was promoted.

People of Nineveh, in modern 
Iraq, heeded the warning of Jonah 
and were spared the wrath of 
God. On the other hand, the first 
generation of Israelites who left 
Egypt for Canaan, did not heed the 
prophecy of Moses, their leader, 
and perished in the desert. It was 
their offspring who got to the 
Promised Land.

Children, who fail to heed the 
warnings of their parents, find 
life more difficult than it would 
have been. Not that parents are 
prophets but their experience and 
divine duty have placed them in 
the mold of prophets.

Generally, prophets are associ-
ated with spiritual leadership who 
receive divine messages for the 
guidance of the people. One can 
easily recall such men as Elijah, 
Elisha, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, 
Amos, among others whom God 
used in relating with the Israelites. 
Though Joseph was not a prophet, 
his talent of dream interpretation 
gave him a fore-knowledge of 
future events. His prediction of 
seven years of plenty followed 
by another seven years of famine 
helped Egypt on food security 
during the famine. Any wonder 
that Joseph, a foreigner, was made 
the prime minister of Egypt!

There are many people who 
get a fore-knowledge of events 
out of experience, observation 
or information from studies. For 
instance, Mbonu Ojike, a pre-
independence politician, was 
dubbed the ‘Boycott King’ (Boy-
cott the boycottables) because he 
advocated non-importation of any 
product which could be obtained 
or produced locally. Ojike would 
be turning in his grave because 
Nigeria did not heed his call and, 
as a result, has become a dumping 
ground for sub-standard goods. 
Unlike Ojike, Mahatma Gandhi 
used the same boycott weapon to 
secure independence for India be-
cause, since the days of boycott of 
British salt and cloth in the 1940s, 
India has not looked back on pro-
duction of whatever Indians need.

Media commentators and 
newspaper editors, through their 
daily interaction with all sectors of 
the society, are always informed 
about the political and economic 
standing of their countries. But 
their warnings are not usually 
heeded for number of reasons. For 
one thing, those in authority are 

averse to any recommendations 
from outside the government 
circle. There is always a feeling 
of ‘We know what we’re doing’. 
A party in power may see an in-
nocuous observation as a criticism 
planted by a party in opposition.

Self interest is like a virus 
which affects the ideals of gov-
ernance. For instance, the fight 
against the Boko Haram under 
Jonathan administration and the 
fight against the Niger Delta in-
surgents under Buhari were both 
affected by self interest; one was 
when the vote for fighting Boko 
Haram was converted to election 
campaign funds; the other was 
when some members of the JTF 
wished that Niger Delta problem 
would last forever because of the 
fabulous allowances which oil 
companies paid them. Both cases 
are instances of self interest over-
riding national objective.

Fertilizer distribution used 
to be an area where self interest 
overtook national interest. For 
decades, fertilizer distribution 
remained a gold mine for middle-
men who stood between farmers 
and government, thereby sabo-
taging the nation’s objective on 
food security. Similarly, pastoral 
herding has remained a cultural 

setback in animal husbandry. 
We have had every minister of 
agriculture from the north, the 
home to cattle rearing, but none 
of them had encouraged ranching 
instead of pastoraling which could 
have meant processing of beef 
and dairy. Not even the example 
set by Zimbabwean farmers in 
Shonga, Kwara State, has agitated 
the Federal Ministry of Agricul-
ture that ranching is superior to 
roving with animals. Instead, 
the response of cattle owners is 
to sponsor the cattle grazing bill 
to make every inch of Nigeria a 
grazing ground.

That was self interest at work 
supported by rifle-wielding herds-
men ready to send complaining 
farmer-communities to their 
early graves. That is the burden of 
‘prophets’ who called for ranching 
but their calls were not heeded.

Writers are prophets of sorts 
because, as members of the soci-
ety, they can gauge the country’s 
economic and political barometers. 
For instance, in August of 2016, 
Dele Sobowale of the Vanguard 
Newspaper warned that though 
Christian faith discourages retali-
ation, mindless killings of innocent 
Christians by Muslim fanatics 
might drive Christian youths into 

saying, “Enough is enough.”
Sobowale is not a prophet but 

his reading of political barometer 
can approximate to a divine rev-
elation because what caused a 
religious conflict in one country 
can lead to a religious conflict in 
another. Are the slain children of 
a Christian family less precious 
than those of a Muslim family? 
Of course, not! But who, among 
those in Buhari administration 
will heed Sobowale’s warning? 
Perhaps, one in a thousand. But 
should the unexpected happen, 
Sobowale and those who see an 
unheeded avoidable danger will 
bear the burden of prophetic 
insight and unheeded warning.

Read what Olisa Agbakoba said 
and appreciate the sorrow and 
anguish being felt when warnings 
and or advice is ignored. “It bleeds 
my heart to know that of the four 
by-products in maritime sector: 
banking, freighting, shipping and 
insurance, not a single Nigerian is 
involved.” (Sunday Sun interview, 
11 September 2016).

How many people in Balewa 
administration took notice of 
Chinua Achebe’s book, Man of the 
people? But some soldiers went 
looking for the author following 
1966 coup, believing that he had 
a fore-knowledge of it. Because 
the authorities will always find 
it difficult to heed the warning of 
“Prophets” against the opinions 
of their paid advisers, the people 
suffer and die for not heeding 
warnings to avoidable doom.

Prophets should be content 
with discharging their duties. 
After all, the prophets of old were 
enjoined to deliver their messages 
whether the people listened or not.

Many Igbos in their 70s and 
80s are not prophets. But they 
would like those calling for a state 

of Biafra to apply some caution. 
Not because there is anything 
wrong with self determination 
for the indigenous people of Biafra 
but because those on whom age 
and experience have bestowed 
prophetic insight would like a re-
view of events between 1966 and 
1970 before a second missionary 
journey is undertaken.

Though some articulated Nige-
rians are for restructuring, to stem 
the waves of agitations, they will 
also like to keep the country united. 
The burden of Biafra’s ‘prophets’ 
therefore, will be borne by the 
elders who now call for caution 
because, should the Indigenous 
People of Biafra fail to apply the 
lesson of history, their liquidation 
in the process of keeping Nigeria 
united will become a task that must 
be done by the indigenous people of 
other zones who will stand to gain 
by such a liquidation.

When Okechukwu Ikejiani 
secured a court order to reclaim 
his property at Apapa Road, Lagos, 
in the 1970s, ‘abandoned property’, 
the state government told him 
that they were not bound to obey 
court orders. Were they?

Is experience the best teacher? 
Yes, for those who wish to apply 
the lesson of history. No, for those 
who don’t. Therefore, between the 
options of the Indigenous People 
of Biafra becoming an adhesive 
to hold the country together and 
creating room for every group 
to compete, one should vote for 
the later because no matter how 
sharp the competition may be, 
it makes room for cooperation 
and re-alignments leading to 
improved relationships. Does the 
country need any other tonic to 
become united and great? 

 •Ezebube, wrote in from
Ichida, Anambra State

C002D5556

Biafra and burden of prophets
CHUKWURAH EZEBUBE



SundayBusiness

Travelex rescues child with 
severe birth defects

A
irtel Nigeria, 
o n e  o f  t h e 
leading tele-
c o m mu n i c a -

tions services provider, 
has partnered with the 
Lagos State Ministry of 
Youth & Social Develop-
ment to mark the 2016 
International Youth Day 
in line with its commit-
ment to empower youth 
and create platforms to 
help them achieve their 
dreams.

With the theme, ‘The 
Road to 2030: Eradicating 
Poverty and Achieving 
Sustainable Consumption 
and Production,’ the an-
nual International Youth 
Day is a day designated 
by the United Nations 
(UN) to enable govern-
ments all over the world 
draw attention to issues 
surrounding youths.

As its support to the 
state government, the 
telco facilitated a one-
day Leadership Training 
Workshop held at Lagos 
Chamber of Commerce 

and Industry (LCCI) build-
ing, Nurudeen Olowopo-
po Way, Ikeja, Lagos, re-
cently.

Flagging off the work-
shop, Emeka Oparah, di-

Airtel partners Lagos State to celebrate 
2016 International Youth Day

rector of Corporate Com-
munications & CSR, Airtel 
Nigeria, noted that the 
company was passionate 
about creating opportuni-
ties to empower Nigerian 

F
or Mr. and Mrs. 
Solomon Inno-
cent and their 
extended fam-
ily, the joy that 

should accompany the 
birth of a long-awaited 
child after years of mar-
riage became something of 
a mixed blessing. The child 
was delivered alright, but 
with serious birth defects. 
The delivery of Master 
Great Innocent however, 
came with three unex-
pected baggage.

Not only was the baby 
delivered through a Cae-
sarean Section (CS) pro-
cedure, it came with ad-
ditional health challenges. 
Master Innocent came 
with a hole in the heart 
and blocked anus, such 
that he cannot pass waste 
normally. This handsome 
boy has been living with 
this pitiable condition for 
the first nine months of 
his life on earth until now.

With this enormous 
challenge, the parents 
could not help but turn to 
society to save the life of 
the newborn. They came 
knocking at the doorstep 
of Travelex, which took up 
the challenge in line with 
the company’s Corporate 
Social Responsibility phi-

youths and committed to 
partnering with relevant 
governmental agencies in 
helping young Nigerians 
actualise their goals and 
fulfill their professional 
and business endeavours.

Ac c ording to  him, 
Airtel is renowned for 
its support for talented 
youths through critically 
acclaimed platforms and 
interventions such as 
its Adopt-a-School pro-
gramme, Touching Lives, 
Airtel Rising Stars, The 
Voice Nigeria and several 
health initiatives in the 
adopted schools targeted 
at Nigerian youths.

In her submission, 
Uzamat Akinbile-Yusuf, 
commissioner for Youths 
& Social Development, 
Lagos State, said the pres-
ent administration has put 
in place youth-friendly 
programmes and policies 

losophy that emphasises 
intervention at the points 
of greatest need and vul-
nerability.

The baby’s father, Mr. 
Innocent, a driver with 
an insurance company in 
Lagos and his wife, Hope, 
a student of Abia State 
University, had in Au-
gust this year solicited for 
help from Travelex among 
other Nigerian companies 
and individuals. Within 
three weeks of their re-
quest, Travelex Nigeria 
responded positively with 
a donation of one million 
naira in aid of the boy’s 
medical tretment.

Anthony Enwerej i , 
general manager, Travelex 
Nigeria, while presenting 
a cheque for the donation, 
stated that the assistance 
was in line with the com-
pany’s philosophy of giv-
ing back to the society, 
particularly the more vul-
nerable segments where 
urgent intervention would 
make a difference in the 
life of a helpless young 
Nigerian.

“As soon as manage-
ment got the couple’s re-
quest on August 29, 2016, 
it was forwarded to the 
directors who after a care-
ful look at all the medical 

papers associated with 
the child’s case to confirm 
the authenticity, quickly 
decided to make the dona-
tion,” Enwereji said.

He also said that Trav-
elex had done such favours 
to the society in the past 
and is glad to do it now and 
in the future.

“Travelex has done this 
before and will continue to 
do so. Cases like this health 
challenge have been treat-
ed and we are open to as-
sisting people. As a global 
player, we will continue to 
give back to the society,” he 
stressed.

Travelex, a global leader 

in foreign currency (Forex) 
op erations,  has main-
tained strong commitment 
to the economic growth of 
Nigeria, playing a leading 
role in forex services and 
management in the over 
35 years of its operation 
in Nigeria, not forgetting 
its responsibilities to the 
society as a reputable cor-
porate entity.

For Mr. and Mrs. In-
nocent, Travelex gesture 
is God-sent at a time all 
hope was almost lost. “We 
say a big thank you to 
Travelex. Actually, we did 
not expect this much from 
them when we put up the 

designed to promote youth 
empowerment.

According to Akinbile-
Yusuf, who was repre-
sented by Hakeem Muri-
Okunola, the ministry’s 
p ermanent s e cretary, 
Nigeria’s population com-
prises high number of 
youth, forming a critical 
human resource and asset 
to the country. She urged 
the youth to go the extra 
mile and contribute to rel-
evant issues and activities 
that will impact Nigeria, 
positively.

The commissioner also 
applauded Airtel for its 
contributions towards 
youth empowerment in 
Lagos and Nigeria at large.

The programme, which 
attracted young people 
from various schools in 
Lagos, featured series of 
interactive leadership 
discourses and trainings.
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Adedamola Richard Kasumu, chairman, Lagos State House of Assembly Committee on Youth & Social Development; 
Mr. Hakeem Muri-Okunola, permanent secretary, Ministry of Youth & Social Development, Lagos State, and Emeka 
Oparah, director, Corporate Communications & CSR, Airtel Nigeria, at the leadership training conference. 

request. We are grateful 
and urge them to keep up 
the good work,” the couple 
said enthusiastically.

They also called on 
well-meaning Nigerians 
and corporate organisa-
tions to follow Travelex 
example to save the life of 
Master Innocent.

Recounting their or-
deal, the couple from Ob-
ingwa Local Government 
Area (LGA) in Abia State 
stated that it all began 
with the birth of Master 
Innocent on December 22, 
2015 at R Jolad Hospital in 
Gbagada, Lagos through a 
Caesarean Section opera-

tion.
After 24 hours of birth, 

the baby stopped taking 
food (breast milk) and 
he was taken to the pe-
diatrics department for 
observation. It was there 
and then that a medical 
test revealed that Mas-
ter Innocent’s anus was 
blocked.

The hospital promptly 
referred them to Lagos 
University Teaching Hos-
pital (LUTH) where a fur-
ther medical examination 
did not only confirm the 
blocked anus, but a cardio-
logical test also revealed 
that the baby has a hole 
in the heart.

The medical advice to 
them was that two sur-
geries will have to be per-
formed on the baby at the 
same time. The simultane-
ous operation to correct 
the two anomalies could 
not be performed in Nige-
ria, hence a referral to an 
Indian hospital.

The Indian hospital 
was contacted and it was 
established that the two 
cases could be treated si-
multaneously at the cost 
of N6million (Six Million 
Naira) comprising medical 
cost, airfare, accommoda-
tion and ancillary costs.

L-R:   Anthony Enwereji, general manager, Travelex Nigeria, presenting a cheque of N1million to Mr. and Mrs. Innocent 
(middle), Stella Uzoebo, manager wholesales operation travelex, looks on.



STARTIMES attracts $24m to Nigeria 
broadcast industry in 3 years

T
he Vice President of Star-
Times, a Chinese-owned 
digital pay television com-
pany, Guo Ziqi says it has 

contributed up to the tune of $24 
million to the Nigerian broadcast 
industry between 2013 and 2016, 
representing $8 million annually for 
the three years.

Ziqi disclosed this in Abuja at 
the weekend while unveiling the 
company’s plan to host the first 
Chinese Cultural Festival in Abuja 
tagged: “The 2016 Beijing TV Dramas 
and Movies Broadcasting Season 
exhibition” from September 2016 to 
September 2017.

Ziqi who acknowledged the huge 
potential of Nigeria which hosts 
the highest number of subscribers 
of StarTimes across the world, ex-
plained that the initiative will fur-
ther strengthening the diplomatic 
relationship between Nigeria and 
China spanning over four decades.

“We would like to corporate 
closely together in terms of culture 
so that people from china and Nige-
ria can better her programme of the 
channels in Nigeria. The exhibition 
is going to involve ten shows, five 
movies and five series. This exhibi-
tion is different from the previous 

years, the exhibition of this year is 
richer in terms of production qual-
ity, story line, and the languages of 
broadcast include English, French, 
Hausa, Igbo, Yoruba, Swahili, and 
Uganda. We would start the exhi-
bition from September this year till 
the end of December for the high-
light of the event, the exhibition 
would last the whole year to end in 

September next year,” she said.
Also speaking, Yang Peili, Dep-

uty Director of Beijing Municipal 
Bureau explained that the launch 
of the Beijing television dramas and 
movies broadcasting season in Nige-
ria and other African countries was 
for the synchronization of Chinese 
stories into Africa and to further 
strengthen the cooperation and 
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AfDB president to visit Nigeria as 
bank invests $7bn in nation’s economy                                                                                                                                          

A
kinwumi Adesi-
na, president of 
the African De-
velopment Bank 
(AfDB), will visit 

Nigeria from September 26 
to 28, on his first official visit 
to the country since his ap-
pointment as the bank’s head 
last year, the bank said at the 
weekend through a post on its 
website.

Adesina will meet policy-
makers, the private sector, 
and development partners to 
discuss the challenges facing 
Nigeria and highlight Af-
DB’s commitment to further 
strengthen its partnership 
with Nigeria.

Nigeria, the biggest share-
holder of the bank, is also one 
of the largest beneficiaries of 
AfDB’s assistance.

“In 2016, the bank has so 
far lent $524,969 million to Ni-
geria and has invested about 
$7 billion in the Nigerian 
economy since it began its 
operations in the country in 
1967,” the bank’s statement, 
which was posted on Friday, 

September 23 on its website, 
read in part.

The bank assured it is work-
ing closely with the govern-
ment of Nigeria to support 
its various sectors, including 
agriculture, infrastructure, 
energy, transport, water and 
sanitation.

 “I am very much looking 
forward to my first official 
visit to Nigeria as President 
of the AfDB. Nigeria is a vi-
tal shareholder and partner 
for the Bank. The Nigerian 
economy is in a critical phase, 
and in these difficult times, we 
have to make sure we all work 

OYIN AMINU, ABUJA
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Kemi Adeosun

together to tackle the chal-
lenges facing Africa’s largest 
economy,” Adesina said ahead 
of his trip.

The visit aims to advance 
cooperation across a wide 
range of areas, including how 
best Nigeria can respond to 
its current challenges, which 
include but are not limited to 
economic recession, energy 
access, insurgency and hu-
manitarian emergencies in the 
country’s northeast.

In Abuja, Adesina will hold 
a series of meetings with the 
leadership of Nigeria, includ-
ing President Muhammadu 
Buhari, the minister of fi-
nance, Kemi Adeosun, and 
Central Bank governor, God-
win Emefiele.

 The AfDB President will 
also take part in a roundtable 
discussion with philanthropic 
leaders and hold discussions 
with the private sector, as 
well as development partners, 
after which he will receive an 
award by the Nigerian Eco-
nomic Society.

The AfDB has a robust part-
nership with Nigeria, which 
is one of the Bank’s founders. 

collaboration.
On his part, Israel Bolaji, Head, 

StarTimes Public Relations depart-
ment explained that consistent 
airing of Beijing TV Dramas and 
Movies Broadcasting Season after 
two years of development has 
warmed its ways into the heart of 
Africans, thereby enhancing the 
exchange of cultures.

A
lpha Nigeria has 
announced the Run 
Alpha conference 
slated for October 

6-8, 2016 in Lagos.
The conference, according 

to its organisers, is meant for 
pastors and heads of ministries, 
youth leaders, leaders and 
members of marriage counsel-
ling unit of churches, chaplains 
in charge of youth and prison 
with their leadership teams, 
and any believer passionate 
about reaching his community 
with the gospel of Jesus

“Alpha is a series of ses-
sions exploring the Chris-
tian faith, typically run over 
eleven weeks. Each talk looks 
at a different question around 
faith and is designed to create 
conversation. Alpha is run all 
around the globe, and every-
one’s welcome,” states infor-
mation on the Alpha Nigeria 
website http://nigeria.alpha.
org.

The Run Alpha conference 
in Lagos is meant to envision 
and train churches and youth 
leaders on how to reach their 
communities with the gos-
pel of Jesus using the Alpha 
course. It is also an effective 
tool for evangelism and dis-
cipleship and is for churches 
of every denomination.

The first day of the three-
day conference, tagged “Envi-
sioning for Church Leaders”, is 
designed to give church lead-
ers first-hand information on 
Alpha as a tool for evangelism 
and discipleship and how this 
tool could be of great support 
to their ministry.

Day 2, which is scheduled 
to hold at Dike Hall, Air Force 
Officers Mess, Victoria Island, 
will feature Alpha Team Train-
ing for churches, organisations 
and individuals. It is a day for 
equipping church teams on 
how to run Alpha and will 
also feature special streams 
for the different ministry con-
texts (prison, youth and stu-
dents, marriage and parenting 
course).

The final day is fixed for 
Master Training for Alpha Vol-
unteers and aims at equipping 
emerging leaders on how to 
support other churches to run 
an effective Alpha.

There will also be a launch-
ing of the NEW Alpha Film 
Series and showcasing of other 
exciting resources.

Interested participants are 
advised to visit www.nigeria.
alpha.org/events to register.

Run Alpha 
conference 
holds in 
Lagos 
October 6

L-R, Peter Dama, Representing the Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Information and Culture, Yang Peili, Deputy Director, Beijing Municipal 
Bureau of Press and Publication and Guo Ziqi, Vice President Star Times during the launching of Beijing TV Series Broadcasting Season in 
Africa 2016, held in Abuja.picture by TUNDEADENIYI.
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T
he Law prohibiting force-
ful entry and illegal oc-
cupation of landed prop-
erties in Lagos State 2016.

The Lagos environ-
ment became very unfavourable for 
both the individual and the corpo-
rate developer. The state was viewed 
to be one of the most unsafe places to 
do Real Estate business. Like Jungle’s 
community; investors started avoid-
ing Lagos Lands like plague. This was 
affecting everyone and the state 
government alike. Investible funds 
were diverted to other states which 
had relatively secured environment 
for such. Those who could afford it 
were jostling for the few govern-
ment estates available in the state. It 
was generally believed that the gov-
ernment estates were no-go-areas 
to ‘omon oniles’. In some cases; this 
was not entirely true. There were 
cases where the ‘omon oniles’ had to 
battle the government to a standstill 
over the ownership of such lands. It 
was however, safer in comparison 

A
s part of the current 
efforts to diversify the 
economy to agriculture, 
one sub-sector to focus 
on is increased fish 

production. It is indeed, sad to note 
that as at 2008, Nigeria, with water 
resources of 13,000 square kilometers 
and blessed with the vast Atlantic 
Ocean to the South, Rivers Niger 
and Benue and several tributaries 
traversing the country was ranked 
as the world’s largest importer of fish. 
In addition, it has 14 million hectares 
of land where aquaculture can be 
undertaken, apart from various dams 
across the country for culture-based 
fisheries.

By 2010 the country was spending 
a whopping sum of over N100 billion 
on importation of 780,000 metric 
tons of frozen fish from Europe, 
Latin America and Eastern countries. 
While the annual fish demand stands 
at about 2.66 million metric tons 
(mmt) the domestic production 
stands at a paltry 0.78 mmt, giving 
a shortfall of 1.8 mmt. Yet, we have 
the capacity to produce well over 
4.0 mmt annually which could 
effectively meet local demands. The 
truth, however, is that the annual 
per-capita fish consumption is about 
7.5kilogrammes as against 15kg/
annum as recommended by the Food 

and Agriculture Organisation (FAO).
 The revelation by the former 

Minister of Agriculture and Rural 
Development, Akinwumi Adesina, in 
2013 that the country was spending 
about N125.38bn every year on the 
importation of 1.9 million metric 
tons on fish is unacceptable. The 
fishery sub-sector is important and 
contributes four per cent to the 
country’s Gross Domestic Product 
GDP). Though the total demand for 
fish in the country hovers around 2.7 
million metric tons, it was producing 
about 800,000 metric tons locally, 
yet Nigeria can be self-sufficient 
in fish production. Aquaculture is 
seen as a panacea for meeting the 
increasing demand for fish, as catches 
from open waters decline due to over 
exploitation and degradation of fish 
habitats. Nigeria is no exception. 

For instance, in 2013, a total of 
3.6 million juveniles, 36,000 bags of 
15kg of feed and 200 water testing 
kits were provided to fishermen in 
10 states at a total cost of N1.5bn. 
Furthermore, the Jonathan-led 
administration committed 50 per 
cent of the cost of the building 36.3 
LOA Oceanography and fisheries 
deep sea vessels for the purpose of 
exploring deep sea resources The bold 
decision taken then by the Federal 
Government to improve the local 
production of fish, by exploring deep 
sea resources from the current 50 m 
deep to 200m deep as well as place 
a ban on fish importation should be 
sustained.

To do this, the current Buhari-

led administration must promote 
greater investments in aquaculture 
and improve artisanal, inland and 
marine fisheries. This is because fish 
is a source of food security. It is a rich 
source of heart-friendly protein, 
calcium, potassium, Vitamin-B group 
and essential minerals and in some 
instances omega-3 and omega-6 fatty 
acids. Its economic potentials for 
investors to create employment and 
make reasonable profit is not in doubt.

 Investment in catfish business
 Research findings in 2011 

revealed that there has been more 
than N40 billion investment in fish 
farming in Nigeria over the past 
four to five years. According to 
Femi Lawrence, a graduate of the 
University of Ibadan with degree in 
Fisheries Management “fish business 
is very lucrative”. The major areas 
of fish farming being currently 
exploited by Nigerians are catfish 
fingerlings production (hatchery), 
raising fingerlings or juveniles from 
the size of fingers to table size (adult) 
within a period of four to six months. 
On his part the now famous Arinze 
Onebunwe, CEO of Jovana Farms 
catfish production consists of two 
major part-the nursery and grow-
out operations. The nursery starts 
with the inducement of the female 
fish to lay eggs which are fertilised, 
incubated and hatched. These are 
known as fries which are nurtured 
from between three to four weeks 
into fingerlings and reading for 
growing out. Before then there is the 
growing into post fingerlings, mini 
juveniles and juveniles. It takes a 
further six months to get them into 
the size ready for market.

While Lawrence insists that with 
N100,00 one could start catfish 
farming Adedeji Abiodun another 
consultant says it could go higher to 
N200,000. Onebunwe says a new 

investor should identify the pond 
system, even before acquisition of 
land. The location of such pond, he 
be informed by access to road, water 
supply and of course, the drainage 
system. Lawrence says that GP Tanks 
could be used for fish culture, with 
two tanks as the pilot scheme. The 
fast-growing ones called the catfish 
shooters are sorted into the second 
tank and it could also be carried out 
in concrete ponds using 9-inch by 
18-inch blocks. These are plastered 
with water inlets and outlets, wooden 
tanks and carpet inside to hold water.

There are varieties of catfish 
but the four major ones grown in 
Africa are the Africa mudfish, hybrid 
mudfish, giant mudfish and tilapia. 
They live in fresh water and are 
bottom feeders. They usually sink 
instead of floating because of reduced 
gas bladder. They have no scales, 
posses a flat head and have the 
unique, distinguishing long, cat-like 
whiskers.

A catfish of one kilogramme sells 
for between N450 and N500.With 
the right specie, Dutch clarius and 
normal feeding of three time s a 
day there is return on investment 
of 30 percent. An investment of 
N200,000 in catfish farming could 
yield N500,000 within four months.

For those who buy and sell by 
the roadside and others who make 
delicious pepper soup with catfish the 
return on investment is appreciable. 
But others have gone further into fish 
processing to elongate the shelf-life. 
It also creates room for export. At No 
157 Ogudu Road for instance, we have 
the Fish Place where different forms 
of processed fish are available and 
highly patronised. 

The way forward
What is needed to lift fish 

business to the next level include 

availability of micro-credit schemes, 
stable infrastructure of sustained  
power supply (for cold storage), 
potable water and good access  roads. 
Besides, there should be short-term 
training programmes; seminars 
and workshops for those interested 
in going into the business. This is 
because, as a cheap form of business, 
with low risks and high returns on 
investment fresh graduates could 
go into it instead of pounding the 
city streets in search of non-existent 
white-collared jobs.

 As focus is being shifted to 
deep sea fishing, efforts must be 
stepped up to combat the nefarious 
activities of sea pirates, especially 
from neighbouring countries. More 
Nigerians should be empowered to 
go into the use of expensive trawlers.

According to the Fisheries Society 
of Nigeria (FSN) investment in fish 
farming, especially that of catfish has 
since risen from N23 billion between 
2001 and 2006 to over N40 billion 
in 2011. There is little doubt that the 
huge potential in fish business could 
become a veritable money-spinner, 
instead of the over dependence on 
crude oil business. Honestly, Nigeria 
is richly blessed in virtually all the 
sub-sectors of the economy, if only we 
could get our acts together, with the 
leaders identifying how to connect 
the potentials with the productive 
energy of the citizens.

 

to access government estates than 
from private owners. This truly 
was bad enough. It became a huge 
negative in the housing accessibility 
of Lagos state. The housing situation 
started getting compounded. Ogun 
state started serving as the overflow 
for such developers who could not 
afford to take such risk with their 
scarce resources in Lagos State. This 
was not because Ogun State was 
totally devoid of land grabbing; but, 
according to a key player who spoke 
to me; it was easier to do business 
with an Ogun ‘Omon Onile’ than 
Lagos’. In his words ‘the Ogun Omon 
Onile’ is not necessarily in govern-
ment. He does not have access to 
land records in the Registry. Unlike 
Lagos State; you can ‘settle’ the Ogun 
Omon onile’ and have your land to 
possess.’ This was the very unfortu-
nate situation.

As the situation got messier, the 
listening government of Lagos State 
felt the pinch. Alausa rose to the oc-
casion and sent an Executive Bill to 

the State Assembly. To the State As-
sembly members; this was a popular 
Bill that must not be allowed to die. 
With little or no tinkering; the Bill 
promptly traversed all the Legisla-
tive bottlenecks and was passed. 
The Executive Governor promptly 
accented to it and it became Law. 
This Law is expected to bring san-
ity to the property ownership and 
management in Lagos State. Private 
and corporate property owners can 
now begin to realise values from 
their investment.

It is expected that the ripple ef-
fect from this very noble act would 
trickle down to the ordinary Lagos 
resident in days to come. This should 
impact positively in Housing pric-
ing and accessibility. The property 
owner has a moral duty to recipro-
cate this by ensuring more realistic 
pricing of his housing products. No 
doubt there are other factors that 
influence the general cost of Hous-
ing both in Lagos and elsewhere 
in the country, but this particular 

factor had contributed to aggravate 
the Lagos situation. It became a huge 
disincentive. Developers are now 
expected to leverage on this new 
atmosphere and ensure massive roll 
out of affordable houses in Lagos 
state. This will most certainly im-
prove the living conditions of Lagos 
residents and drive down housing 
cost in the metropolis.

It is generally expected that the 
APC led Federal government bor-
rowed a leaf from this very unique 
endeavor. The federal government 
may not be legislating on land as this 
is the responsibility of the states in 
view of the Land Use Act. However, 
the Federal Government can inter-
vene in ensuring that policies that 
promote affordable housing inputs 
are put in place. Import waivers can 
be granted for housing inputs. Fed-
eral Government institutions that 
are saddled with the responsibility 
of providing affordable houses for 
Nigerians should be adequately 
funded. The National Housing Fund 
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policy should be revisited while the 
Federal Mortgage Bank of Nigeria 
is given financial lifeline. All of 
these will form a total aggregate 
that is sure to drive down the cost 
of housing in the country and most 
certainly reduce the lingering hous-
ing deficit.
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I
t never ceases to amaze me 
the type of understand-
ing that people operate by 
when they quickly come to 

a conclusion that you are not 
a blessed person because you 
do not have money. Whatever 
makes for such thoughts calls 
for real examining.     

Who is a blessed man? As 
you are reading now you al-
ready have your definition of 
who a blessed man is, in your 
heart. And in that context the 
picture of a blessed man does 
not look like you.  A BLESSED 
MAN to you is a man with royal 
apparel, beautifully arrayed, 
probably handsome and with 
money to throw around, fared 
sumptuously and respected in 
the society. He drives a Rolls 
Royce; he lives in the high-
brow area of the city, demar-
cated strictly for the rich. He 
has houses all over the world, 
he flies first-class. The only 
thing he cannot afford is his 
breath though he can prolong 
it he thinks.Everything around 
him depicts affluence and sup-
posed grace. What a fantastic, 
beautiful rendition of a blessed 
man according to man. If this 
submission is true, it means 
you are blessed when you have 
money and your home is in dis-
array.  It means you are blessed 
when you ride the best car in 
town and you are a drunkard 
or a womanizer. It means you 
are blessed when sickness has 
ravaged your body but there are 
billions in your bank account. 
It means you are blessed when 
peace eludes you and your joy 
is far from being full. 

So who is not a blessed man 
according to general definition?

 A man that does not have 
money but has his home togeth-
er, a man that does not have a 
car but he is healthy. A man that 
does not have his own personal 
house, lives in a rented apart-
ment but has peace of mind. A 
man that has never been to the 
airport before in his life, not 
to talk of traveling abroad but 
he is joyful. A man that is not 
owing any man but has peace 
of mind.If this is your defini-
tion of a man that is not blessed 
you will agree with me that 
you have a problem, a major 
problem for that matter. With 
all of these being portrayed in a 
better light as to who a blessed 
man is supposed to be , it is glar-
ing that the problem of man is 
not what they do not have . It is 
what they have but never iden-
tified, celebrated or appreciated. 
Here is a man that has peace of 
mind, joy in his heart, respectful 
wife, obedient, lovely children, 
a beautiful home. He does not 
owe any man or organization; 

he is at peace with himself 
and his creator. But because 
this is not thrown in his 
face and celebrated, it does 
not make any sense to him 
until he loses it. He does not 
consider himself blessed. 
The world did not see him 
as blessed. God thank you 
for your patience over man! 
You alone are God with this 
much patience and love! My 
prayer is that, may we not 
lose our blessings before we 
recognise them. The psalmist 
says that we should count 
our blessing and name them 
one by one it will help us 
to appreciate what God has 
done for us. But how do we 
count what we don’t even 
know we possess? Every 
time we fail to recognise 
this act of benevolence to us 
from our loving God, chances 
are that we would soon lose 
them. The enemy baits us 
and gives us a wrong picture 
of what blessings are or who 
a blessed man is. With this 
lie he succeeds in making 
us discredit what we have 
that has the most value and 
is in abundance in our lives, 
to now run after things of 
this life that are worthless 
and useless and of no eternal 
consequence. He leads us on 
a wild goose chase that leads 
only to destruction, heart-
ache and rat race. What is 
valueless is celebrated, what 
is valuable is despised and 
discredited, what is lovely is 
desecrated, what is violent is 
appreciated. We see it being 
flaunted in our eyes all the 
time in movies, on the inter-
net and in our immediate en-
vironment. Until your eyes 
are opened to this truth and 
you take action by beginning 
to take stock of the bless-
ing of God in your life with 
much gratitude, you will 
lose the blessings. However 
little that blessing is, start to 
thank God and worship him. 
That you are in your home 
and not in the hospital, that 
you can afford the rent and 
you are not sleeping outside 
with nowhere to put your 
belongings. That you have 
people you can call friends 
that love you; that you have 
family members that are 
always there for you. With 
this attitude in place and re-
current in our lives you will 
understand how blessed you 
are, and truly that is when 
you begin to live in the bless-
ing. Cheer up and rejoice for 
YOU ARE A BLESSED MAN.

 
Remain Blessed

E
xc e l l e n c e  b y 
my own defini-
tion is “doing 
something bet-
ter today, than 

you used to do it, or as it 
is used to be done before. 
It is demonstrating ex-
pertise or adding a touch 
of class or creativity in 
whatever you are doing.” 
Robert G. Allen in his 
book, Multiple Streams 
of Income advises that, 
“If your product, service, 
or information isn’t dis-
tinguishably excellent or 
unique, it will eventually 
become a casualty of com-
petition.”

This casualty of com-
petition is what has led 
to the demise of many 
businesses, because their 
products or services can-
not compete profitably 
with other products in 
the market. If you want to 
create your own market 
share, you have to make 
sure that the quality of 
your product or service 
is outstanding, and it must 
rank as one of the best in 
the market at the prevail-
ing market price. This will 
give you good chance of 
succeeding in the long 
term.

To guarantee excel-
lenc e,  the quality of 
your product or service 
is important. First, de-
termine what your cus-
tomers think is  high 
quality, because their 
expectations determines 
quality. Don’t make the 
mistake of thinking that 
your product is the best 
in the market; therefore 
you can give customers a 
sub-standard product or 
shabby treatment when 
it comes to services. There 
are lots of good viable 
options in the market for 
customers to choose from, 
always strive to maintain 
your customers’ patron-
age at all times. Once your 
customer tries another 
option, obviously, you 
are in for a competition 
with a rival. According to 
G. Allen, quality helps an 
entrepreneur to achieve 
market dominance, high 

turnover and profitabil-
ity. As long as you don’t 
compromise these three 
factors, your product or 
service will always re-
main marketable.

 There has to be a para-
digm shift in the way we 
conduct our businesses. 
The excellence culture is 
lacking in many people. 
The clamour for foreign 
products or services will 
be curtailed if we imbibe 
this culture. The custom-
er is the core of every 
product or service, and if 
businesses do not aspire 
to meet customer’s qual-
ity expectations, obvi-
ously they are not going 
to succeed. George Fisher, 
Motorola chairman, says, 
“Our goal as we progress 
in life should be to do 
very well in whatever it is 
we’re doing. If I’m picking 
up garbage, I want to be 
the best garbage collector 
in the world. If I’m design-
ing an integrated circuit, 
I want to be the best at 
that.” Dan Bollom equally 
said, “Quality is exceeding 
customers’ expectation. 
You will not be successful 
overtime without it.”

In proverbs 31, King 
Solomon tells the story of 
a woman who by every re-
spect epitomises a success-
ful entrepreneur. One of 
her secrets as revealed in 
the Bible is, “She perceives 
that her merchandise is 
good…” (Proverbs31:18). 
That means, she takes time 
to examine her products to 
consider it fit, marketable 
and competitive among 
similar products in the 
market. Her commitment 
to excellence makes her a 
key player in the market. 
It should be noted that 
you can break even in the 
short run but, you cannot 
maintain a reasonable 
level of profitability in the 
long run if the product or 
service you offer has no 
mark of excellence. Excel-
lence is the greatest advert 
medium you need to carve 
a niche for yourself in 
whatever industry you 
are operating in.

C
ontinuing from 
where we stopped 
last week on the 
subject of how to 
take advantage 

of the opportunities in the 
consultancy industry.

Project Rates - When 
working on a project rate 
basis, a consultant normal-
ly gets a fixed amount of 
money for a predetermined 
period of time. A few of the 
fund-raising clients actually 
preferred to be charged this 
way, so it is not unusual to 
charge $36,000 for a one-
year project in which con-
sultation would be done on 
how money could be raised.

Because of the amount of 
money involved, most agen-
cies preferred to be billed on 
a monthly basis. This works 
out fine too, unless the agen-
cies are late on paying their 
monthly bills. In which 
case a decision should be 
made that all future clients 
who wished to be billed on 
a monthly basis should pay 
the first-month fee and the 
last-month fee at the sign-
ing of the contract, which 
meant that if the agreed-
upon amount of the project 
was $36,000, to be paid on 
a monthly basis, a check 
in the amount of $6,000 
should be issued before any 
work begins ($3,000 for the 
first month’s fee and $3,000 
for the last month’s fee).

Retainer basis - Working 
on a retainer basis gives you 
a set monthly fee in which 
you agree to be available for 
work for an agreed-upon 
number of hours for your 
client. While in the ideal 
world you would have a 
dozen or so clients who hire 
you and pay you a hefty 
sum each month (and never 
actually call you except for 
a few hours here and there), 
don’t get your hopes up. 
Most companies that hire 
a consultant on a retainer 
basis have a clause in their 
contract that prohibits you 
from working for their com-
petitors.

Working and getting 
paid in this method cer-
tainly has its advantages. 
You are guaranteed income 
each month, and when you 
are starting out in your 
consulting business, cash 
flow can be a problem. Some 
consultants actually offer 
a percentage reduction in 
their fees if a client will 

agree to pay a monthly 
retainer fee. The average 
income when a consultant 
is paid on a retainer basis is 
150,000 Naira per month or 
its dollar equivalent.

Marketing - If your con-
sulting business has no 
clients, then you have no 
consulting business. But 
you must remember that 
selling your consulting ser-
vices is not the same as sell-
ing a car or a house. In the 
case of the car or the house, 
the customer is probably al-
ready in the market for one 
or both of those products. 
Your job, then, becomes 
harder, because you are 
marketing your services to 
people who may not even 
be aware that they need 
those services.

There are a variety of 
methods you need to be-
come both familiar and 
comfortable with in or-
der to begin attracting and 
keeping clients. Let’s look at 
some of the more conven-
tional ones that are being 
used by many consultants 
today.

Brochure basics - There 
are five issues your bro-
chure should address. They 
are:

It should clearly convey 
what your services are. 
It should tell customers 
why you are the best. It 
should give a few reasons 
why you should be hired. 
It should include some brief 
biographical information. 
It should include some in-
formation about who your 
other clients are.

That is it. Keep it simple, 
but do it right. Remember, 
your brochure represents 
you in the marketplace, 
so make sure you polish it 
before you send it into ac-
tion. Your entire consulting 
career depends on it.

We would c ontinue 
with this article next week 
as we discuss further the 
subject of how to take ad-
vantage of opportunities in 
the consultancy industry. 
Send me an SMS/What-
sApp message or Call for 
more details and training 
opportunities.

 
-  Nwaodu Lawrence 

Chukwuemeka (Ideas Ex-
change Consulting).

 nwaodu.lawrence@ho-
tmail.co.uk  (07066375847).
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Dufil wraps up search for IIDA heroes
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I
t was raining heav-
ily one evening as 
Michael Ojo, a car 
dealer in Lagos made 
his way home. As 

Michael’s strolled down 
his street drenched, his 
thoughts dwelt on his 
business which had yield-
ed so little in the past few 
months owing to the pres-
ent economic slowdown.

“What is going on? I 
have already clinched 
this deal, what made this 
change his mind all of a 
sudden?” Michael asked 
himself as the rain in-
creased its tempo.

As he trudged on along 
the deserted street, he 
thought about dinner. 
A meal of pepper soup 
seemed perfect for this 
weather but a hot cup of 
tea is a quicker fix and 
more economical too, he 
thought as he searched 
the streets with his eyes 
for any open shop.  He had 
run out of milk and needed 
to get some for tea at least 
for that night.

Most of the shops had 
gone to sleep because of 
the heavy showers but he 
saw a woman few blocks 
away closing her shop 
for the day’s business. He 
quickened his footsteps 
and got there before she 
could secure the locks.

Michael said: “Madam, 
abeg give me milk before 
you close.”

The woman turne d 
around swiftly obviously 
not expecting any night 
caller, not in the rain.

The woman aske d, 
“Which type of milk you 
wan buy?”

“No vex, give me the 
cheapest small sachet milk 
there. The most important 
thing na to change the co-
lour of the tea. You no say 
the country hard,” Michael 
responded.

T h e  w o m a n  w e n t 
inside the shop and re-

emerged with a sachet of 
milk. Money exchanged 
hands and Michael con-
tinued his journey home.

The general level in 
the economy which has 
reduced disposable income 
of Nigerians have made 
them to embrace brands 
of Milk which are not only 
pocket-friendly but also 
offer more value for less 
money. 

Milk is rarely absent 
in most homes probably 
because of its multiple 
use. Be it for tea, cereals, 
oatmeal, or the local cas-
sava flakes made with 
garri, milk make the meal 
look good and taste even 
better. These meals are 
mostly eaten as break-
fasts and since breakfast 
has identified as the most 
important meal of the day, 
that further stresses how 
important milk is.

The Nigerian milk in-
dustry has witnessed an 
unprecedented growth 
in recent times and this 
is largely due to consum-
ers’ increasing demand 
for dairy products which 
is a common sight on the 
tables of millions of Nige-
rians.

Nigeria is said to be one 

of the biggest markets for 
milk products in Africa. 
Available reports put the 
estimated figure Nigeria 
spends on dairy products 
at $1.3 billion while the 
country continues to im-
port more than 70 percent 
of its dairy products.

Currently, we have so 
many brands of milk com-
peting for market share 
in the sector. Some of the 
brands include; Peak milk 
and three crown from the 
stables of FrieslandCampi-
na Wamco, Nido from 
Nestle Nigeria Plc; Cow-
bell, loya and Miksi milk 
from Promasidor Nigeria 
Limited; Dano from kneipe 
Nigeria, PZ Cusson’s Nunu 

milk and Coast milk, and 
Blue Boat marketed by 
Ranona Nigeria.

Milk consumption was 
once considered a luxury 
because of the price but 
with the shift of emphasis 
to smaller packaging units 
by virtually all dairy man-
ufacturers, price-sensitive 
and poor consumers could 
afford to purchase one 
with ease. This has helped 
to spur the growth of milk 
consumption.

Which brand do con-
sumers demand for? Re-
tailers say it’s different 
strokes for different folks.

Calorine Iroakazi, a su-
permarket attendant said 
the demand of Peak and 

Dano milk outweighs that 
of other brands because of 
the quality and price.

“When it comes to pow-
dered milk, Peak and Dano 
milk are in high demand. 
The demand is almost the 
same for liquid milk is 
just that in addition to the 
peak and Dano, customers 
also buy three crown and 
the N50 hollandia milk 
because it’s cheaper. Those 
who buy three crown milk 
say it has low cholesterol. 
For the smaller sachets, it’s 
still peak and dano.”

“Customers demand 
more for Peak and Dano 
Milk for both the tin and 
smaller sachets but it’s 
more of peak because they 
believe peak is of a higher 
quality. For liquid milk is 
between three crown and 
Peak milk,” said Ifeyinwa 
Izugbara, a shop atten-
dant in Port Harcourt told 
BDSUNDAY.

Hamza Abubakar, a re-
tailer said: “For the liquid 
milk its Peak and three 
crown milk but for the 
powdered milk, its Dano 
milk,” said Hamza Abuba-
kar, a retailer in Lagos.

Some consumers who 
spoke with BDSUNDAY 
say they had to switch 

D
ufil Prima Foods 
Plc, one of the 
fastest growing 
moving consumer 

goods company in Nigeria, 
has wrapped up its nation-
wide search and call for en-
tries for the 2016 edition of 
the Indomie Independence 
Day Award (IIDA).

The IIDA, which is 
supported by DAAR Com-
munications, was finally 
brought to a successful 
conclusion after three 
months with a total of 229 
inspiring and heroic stories 
gathered from different 
States and locations across 

the six geo-political zones 
of Nigeria.

A breakdown of the 
stories gathered revealed 
that majority of the stories 
came from the South East 
geo-political zone with 55 
entries; followed by the 
South-West (53 stories), 
South-South (50 stories), 
North West (30 stories), 
North East (29 stories), 
while the North Central 
has the least entries with a 
total of 12 heroic stories.

Speaking on the na-
tionwide search, Amber 
Yaday, the Brand Man-
ager of Indomie Instant 

noodles, stated that the 
progress report which the 
brand has received from 
the search team has once 
again proved that Nigerian 
kids exhibit several out-
standing and heroic acts 
should be rewarded.

“I can guarantee every-
one that from what we 
got this year, several great 
acts which should neither 
go unannounced nor 
unrewarded is exhibited 
by several kids on a daily 
basis, said Yaday, add-
ing, “As a firm, our duty 
through the IIDA is to not 
only search for these kids, 

to other brands because 
the price of their favou-
rite brand is scaring them 
away.

“I left peak milk for 
three crowns, then Dano, 
now; I’m using blue boat 
and Luna milk. As every-
one knows, peak milk is 
the best but the price has 
gone up so much,” said 
Linda Ochugbua, a con-
sumer in Lagos state.

Ijeoma Nelson, another 
consumer in Akwa Ibom 
state, said she may have 
to kiss her favourite brand 
goodbye.

“Peak is the only milk I 
buy because of the unique 
taste that have endured for 
ages but right now, I might 
change to Oldenburger 
because peak imitation is 
everywhere. Oldenburger 
because of the taste and it’s 
fortified with extra vita-
mins,” Nelson said.

“I’m a huge fan of Peak 
milk because of the quality. 
It’s rich, creamy and tasty 
but I take other brands due 
to money or if I’m given as 
gifts,” Adebambo Akeem, 
who resides in Abuja, said.

For Nwabueze Onwuka 
in Imo State, said he has 
moved to cheaper brands 
because of the economic 
situation.

“I always like peak be-
cause the quality is a con-
stant factor but because 
it’s costly now, I prefer 
Olympic or Dano but peak 
is the best for me,” he said.

“That small Hollandia 
milk is my normal milk be-
cause of the price. It’s just 
N50,” said Elizabeth Okon, 
a hair stylist in Lagos.

C h i m a  A j a h  f r o m 
Akwa, Anambra state says, 
“I prefer Nunu milk be-
cause it contains enough 
calcium and vitamin A and 
it’s cheaper as well.”

“I use peak milk some-
times Olymic milk because 
it has less sugar. I still like 
peak more,” said Glory 
Ume, a milk consumer in 
Port Harcourt.

but also appreciate their 
effort, and reward them 
for their ingenuity.”

While appreciating the 
team for a job well done, Tope 
Ashiwaju, the company’s 
Group Public Relations and 
Events Manager expressed 
delight at the heroic kids that 
have been discovered.

He said: “This year’s 
edition of the IIDA which 
is the 9th in a roll, promises 
to be the best so far, as the 
quality of entries received 
no doubt shows that Dufil 
Prima Foods was on track 
when it kicked-off the 
IIDA 9 years ago.”

Consumer’sCorner

Emphasising on the 
importance of the search 
exercise, Ashiwaju said the 
main objective is to collect 
true stories and experi-
ences from kids who have 
performed any act of brav-
ery and check thoroughly 
for cited events, persons 
and places for the acts of 
bravery in order to get 
children who deserve the 
award after verifying and 
authenticating the stories 
by asking neighbours, 
teachers and friends’ basic 
questions about the child.

Speaking on the 
essence of the award, 
Ashiwaju said: “The IIDA 
is a platform designed to 
identify, celebrate, and also 
reward Nigerian kids who 
at one point or the other 

have shown exemplary 
courage in difficult situ-
ations, saved lives, stood 
against challenges and 
limitations of the society.”

He noted that this 
year’s edition have been 
reformed to fit the newly 
created three categories 
which are; physical brav-
ery, social bravery and In-
tellectual bravery so as to 
reward more kids. Hence, 
three winners will be 
going home with 1million 
naira worth of scholarship 
each in the 2016 award.

In the last eight years, 
the Indomie Independence 
Day Award has produced a 
total of 24 winners whom 
were rewarded with schol-
arship prizes worth several 
millions of naira.
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Year end: Will price discount 
strategy work this year?

M
ost retailers 
have devel-
oped the strat-
egy of achieving 
volume sales 

through price discounts in every 
fourth quarter of the year.

This is the period most fami-
lies and companies embark on 
Christmas shopping and large 
purchases for gift items. This 
year may also likely witness the 
same trend of price discounts by 
retailers to attract customers for 
large volume sales. But this year 
appears to be different due to 
weak purchase powers.

Normally, discounts in terms 
of price reduction are given to 
customers who purchase large 
quantities. Retailers get com-
forted in the cumulative minute 
gains from the volume purchas-
es. Such price discount is how-
ever different from ‘Buy One, 
Get One Free (BOGOF), which is 
normally offered from compa-
nies as a reward scheme to loyal 
customers.

But will price discount to cus-
tomers this year result to profits 
or loss, especially when sup-
pliers’ prices remain the same? 
In the recent time, especially 
since beginning of this year, 
consumers’ disposable income 

has weakened on account of the 
macro-economic environment 
and inflation at over 17 percent. 
This means that individuals and 
institutions have reduced items 
purchased or have re-priotised 
their demands.

Lampe Omoyele, managing 
director, Nielsen West Africa, a 
global research firm said recently 
that as a result of the weakened 
purchasing power, consumers 
now begin to re-prioritise on 
what they spend their money 
on. “What you find is that people 
are spending more money on 
education and housing and then 
having less disposable income to 
spend on branded items”

Rising cost of production has 
not abated as large and small 
businesses incur huge over-head 
cost in running their businesses.

In a chat with BusinessDay, 
a retailer of clothes feared that 
price discount this time when 
consumers are not buying much 
because of the economy may not 
work for her. “If I reduce prices 
and they don’t buy plenty, then I 
will run at a loss”, she said.

According to the retailer, she 
wondered how price discounts 
would work when manufactur-
ers are increasing their prices. A 
report said recently that “ feel-
ers from managers of fast mov-
ing consumer goods companies, 
building materials companies, 

DANIEL OBI

element of a product marketing 
campaign. More than any other el-
ement, pricing strategy directly im-
pacts the amount of profit business 
makes” but an observer, said that 
what marketers need to do now in 
the face of economy down-turn is 
to  think outside the box on new 
model of sales as price discounts 
at this time may not be a magic 
on quality products and volume 
sales.

pharmaceutical manufactures, 
food processors, breweries 
among others, said they have 
been forced to increase the prices 
of their products as the cost of pro-
duction become increasingly ex-
pensive.

 “We are forced to raise the pric-
es of our products because our cost 
of production has gone up signifi-
cantly due to the devalued Naira 
but also our customers have been 

affected by the downturn in the 
economy. Many now are unable to 
buy up these products, leading to 
increased inventory in our facto-
ries and all the attendant problems”

For instance, a bag of rice now 
sells for about N20, 000 against 
N11, 000. Also, prices of other items 
have gone up forcing consumers to 
look other ways.

Though, according to experts, 
“pricing strategy is an important 

W
omen are leading 
businesses, boards 
and the governments 
of countries, thanks 

to the incredible transformation of 
women’s roles in society and the 
workplace. Women are also increas-
ingly important customers. Smart 
brands are waking up to the rise of 
women power, but it’s not happen-
ing fast enough.

Recognition of the value of diver-
sity and the rise of women’s spend-
ing power have meant that women 
have become the core decision 
makers in b-to-c transactions. How-
ever, despite making nine out of ten 
purchase decisions, women are still 
misunderstood and mis-sold to by 
many brands. Taking women seri-
ously can create huge opportunities 
for brands, but 91% of women still 
feel misunderstood by marketers.

New analysis drawn from neu-
roscience-based testing shows that 
overall, women have higher levels 
of engagement with advertising 
than men. An analysis of a selection 
of the past two years of Super Bowl 
advertising in the U.S. showed that 
even though most ads are gender-
neutral, they perform 35% better 
among women than men. However, 
the most interesting insight drawn 
from the analysis revealed that ads 

What brands can learn from 
Ads aimed at women
created with women in mind are 
actually more effective at engaging 
not just women, but men as well. 
This suggests that in developing 
advertising campaigns, marketers 
should have women front of mind.

The findings also revealed that 
women pay more attention to ads 
overall, and specifically to scenes 
with people and relationships in 
them. This research demonstrates 
to advertisers that they can hold the 
attention of women throughout an 
ad, and therefore are able to build in 
a richer, more detailed and human 
story.

Marketers do, however, need 
to act with sensitivity and percep-
tiveness when creating ads that 
consciously target women. If not 
done with authenticity, many of 
these female-targeted efforts can 
backfire, such as IBM’s misjudged 
attempt to encourage women to get 

then given to the girl’s affectionate 
parents to finally be handed out to 
a whole family while they enjoyed 
fireworks to celebrate Chinese New 
Year. The entire ad is filled with no-
tions of happy relationships, both 
romantic and in the family, and acts 
of love and kindness. Not only did 
women respond incredibly strongly 
to this heartwarming ad, it was one 
of the best performers of the season 
among men as well.

The lesson for marketers is to 
create ads that work specifically for 
women, independent of the target 
audience. Women respond very 
strongly to powerful storytelling 
and emotion in advertising. And this 
type of advertising also works best 
for men. Women can turn a brand 
into a market leader, and brands 
that can’t keep up are set to lose out 
on customer loyalty, and ultimately 
equity and sales. 

                 –Culled from Adage
Anne Rayner is global head of 

communications research at TNS.

ANNE RAYNER, BEC BRIDESON into technology through its #HackA-
HairDryer campaign, which had 
to be pulled following complaints 
by women in the industry, and the 
disastrous “Bic for her” ad campaign. 
It is not enough to just “paint it pink.”

While there have been blunders, 
advertising to women actually gives 
marketers “permission” to create bet-
ter advertising. Universally, women 
respond very strongly to powerful 
storytelling and emotion in advertis-
ing. By targeting their ads to a female 
audience, advertisers have license to 
use all the resources in their creative 
toolkit to create a human story that 
builds emotional tension to deliver a 
powerful message.

Two of the best performers in the 
Super Bowl were the Microsoft and 
McDonalds ads from the 2015 sea-
son. Both used techniques to appeal 
to women, such as building a story 
through emotion and real people. 
These surpassed the 2016 crop of 
ads in terms of impact, driven by 
sky-high responses by women and 

very positive reactions by men.
The Super Bowl 2015 Microsoft 

ad series involved empowering 
stories which focussed on the ques-
tion “What Can You Do?” In one 
ad, Estella Piper used her “Brilliant 
Bus” to educate and empower chil-
dren, while another ad followed the 
heartwarming story of supportive 
parents determined to help their 
son, Braylon O’Neill, have a fulfilling 
childhood with prosthetic legs.

McDonald’s also adopted a sen-
timental approach in its “Pay With 
Lovin” ad, which documented mul-
tiple customers paying for their burg-
ers and McFlurrys with acts of kind-
ness, rather than dollars, including 
family hugs, dancing, compliments 
and declarations of love.

This movement isn’t limited to 
the U.S. and Europe. In China, one 
of the most successful ad campaigns 
in the last year came from Fer-
rero Rocher, showing a box of Fer-
rero Rocher travel from a passionate 
chocolatier to a loving couple and 



H
ow would you feel 
when you wake up 
one morning to dis-
cover that you are 
back to being single 

after spending almost t went y 
years to build a home? This was 
exactly the confusing state Mr. 
Muyiwa Bakare, a 46-year old 
man who left Nigeria more than 
two decades ago for the United 
Kingdom in search of greener 
pastures found himself in after 
his wife of seventeen years threw 
him out of the house they shared 
with their three children.

Below is Muyiwa’s story as 
told by him:

My name is Muyiwa Bakare; 
I was third child in a family of 
five children. That was before 
I lost two of my sisters some 
few years ago. Born on the 8th 
of April 1970, I grew up sur-
rounded by diehard relatives 
who always overstayed their 
welcome. They felt more at 
home in ours than theirs be-
cause ours was a land flowing 
with milk and honey.

My mother had a restaurant 
in town which meant we never 
lacked food in the house. The 
only problem we had was se-
lecting the food we wanted to 
eat at anytime but there were 
lots of them on the menu and 
my mother had many custom-
ers trouping in and out because 
she employed the best of hands 
as chefs. She was previously a 
teacher but she figured out she 
could make more money by 
venturing into food business 
and she was right. Dad on the 
other hand was a banker.

My siblings and I had the 
best in terms of education. I 
never saw a reason why we 
shouldn’t because the money 
to give us the best education 
was there. Besides, we had some 
benefits we enjoyed because of 
my father’s job. We enjoyed free 
accommodation, our medical 
bills were taken care of and the 
vehicle my dad had was also 
given to him by his bank in ad-
dition to a driver because of his 
elevated position in the bank 
at that time. With these needs 
taken care of, my dad could af-
ford to put down more money 
on other family needs.

After my primary and sec-
ondary school education which 
was both in Lagos State, I pro-
ceeded to the University of La-
gos to study English Language. 
My aim was to polish my gram-
mar well enough to be able to 
survive in the United States 
because I wanted to spend the 
rest of my life there. I watched 
enough Hollywood movies 
to know that that country is 
unarguably the place to be. Ev-
erything there seemed on point. 
So, while my friends went for 
reputable courses like medicine, 
law and engineering, I settled 

for English Language and I have 
no regrets till date because my 
choice of course was not the 
beginning of my problem.

Four years later I was done 
with my university education. I 
started making plans to travel to 
either the United Kingdom or the 
States. The opportunity to leave 
the shores of the country came 
few months to my National Youth 
Service Corps. I had to choose 
between abandoning NYSC and 
trying to travel again after com-
pleting my youth service and I 
choose the former. Of what use 
is NYSC when I had no plans 
of working in Nigeria? What if 
the opportunity to travel abroad 
never presents itself again? These 
were the reasons I decided to forgo 
the service and travelled abroad. 

Where I was going to stay 
in the United kingdom until I 
found my feet was not a prob-
lem because I had an uncle who 
resided somewhere in London. 
Uncle Felix was my Mother’s 
cousin. His family was in Ni-
geria while he hustled abroad 
and visited home once in three 
months with the fruits of his 
labour which was usually very 
substantial. He was not like 
those who travelled abroad and 
forgot about their home country 

even when they had a wife and 
kids at home. Uncle Felix’s fam-
ily was well catered for and they 
had the best of everything life 
could offer. What they never 
had, they never needed. One 
thing they never had was the 
opportunity of travelling to 
Europe to spend some time with 
their father and get to know 
what life there felt like.

Word on the streets had it 
that Uncle Felix was cohabiting 
with white lady in the London 
who made his stay easy. Some 
said he paid his way through 
while others said he married 
the lady in order to get a green 
card. Whatever the real story 
was, I cared less. Uncle Felix was 
a jolly good fellow and I had no 
doubt he would allow me stay 
with him as long as it would 
take me to stand on my feet. 
First of all, I was going to tell my 
parents that my dreams of living 
abroad had finally come true. 
Secondly, I was going to get in 
touch with Uncle Felix through 
my Mum and let him know I 
was coming over to keep him 
company and probably hustle 
hard like him. It was not easy 
convincing my parents to let me 
leave without completing my 
youth service but after exert-

ing so much pressure on them, 
they finally let me have my way. 
As expected, Uncle Felix said I 
could stay as long as I wanted.

Life in London was far from 
what I imagined. It was not as 
rosy as the movies made it seem. 
The country still had poor peo-
ple on their streets begging for 
alms just like we have in Nigeria 
and you had to work really hard 
for any penny you have. I guess 
that best explained why most of 
them are tight-fisted and again, 
the bills were outrageously high 
and life there was beautiful.

The initial plan for me was 
to work a little, more academic 
degrees and secure a lecturing 
job over there but it was easier 
said than done. I found it diffi-
cult to save up half the amount 
of money I needed to get started 
and I wasn’t getting enough 
support from home. Dad had 
retired from the bank and had to 
rely on his pension to train my 
two siblings who were still in 
school. Mum’s business was still 
doing fine but there were more 
competitors then and she had 
to relax her prices so as not to 
scare customers away. With the 
way things were looking at that 
moment, I had to press pause on 
furthering my education.

‘How I lost my house, children to a white 
woman and returned to square one’

In every rumour, there was 
an atom of truth because there 
is no smoke without fire. Uncle 
Felix did have a white lady then 
but he was really smart about 
it. He lived fine and resides in 
Kilburn which was in central 
London. I soon discovered that 
there were many other Nigeri-
ans who had to do what Uncle 
Felix did to survive and thrive in 
London. Some lost out but very 
few like Uncle Felix made it to 
the “Promised Land”.

One of my Uncle’s friends 
was the topic of the discussion 
anytime we hung out then. His 
name is Kunle. He came to hustle 
like my Uncle and had to pay a 
white lady to marry him. The 
agreement was that they were 
to pretend to be a couple until 
Kunle gets his green card. After 
paying through his nose, the lady 
made sure she demanded money 
from him from time to time and 
whenever he complained that 
she was too demanding, she 
would threaten to file in for a 
divorce. On hearing the word 
‘divorce’ Kunle would cough out 
the money because he dreaded 
going back to Nigeria with noth-
ing. To add salt to injury, the lady 
took in for another man because 
her marriage with Kunle was 
only on the paper. He was made 
to take care of both mother and 
child and after weaning the 
baby, she took in again further 
putting a strain on Kunle’s wal-
let. At the end of the day, what 
he feared most happened to 
him because he had to return to 
Nigeria. I told myself I was not 
going to be caught dead making 
such mistake but I even ended up 
suffering more than the others 
who I’d heard their stories.

Shortly before Uncle Felix 
relocated to Nigeria, I fell in 
love with Susan, a citizen who 
was adorable at that time and 
we had three lovely children. 
The first few years of the mar-
riage were beautiful and I felt 
lines were beginning to fall in 
pleasant places for me. Gradu-
ally, the walls holding our home 
began to crack. It started as 
little misunderstandings that 
could be resolved amicably 
and gradually escalated to even 
bigger issues. Seventeen years 
later, Susan filed for a divorce 
on the ground of irreconcil-
able differences asking for the 
courtesy of our children. She 
got the children, house and I got 
the streets. I had no other option 
than to come to Nigeria.

I have been in Nigeria for 
the past two years living at the 
mercy of a few relatives who 
still remembered how good my 
parents had been to them those 
old good days. If I had stayed 
back in Nigeria, I would have 
been better-off because those 
I left behind are really living 
large. Indeed, there is no place 
like home and it’s really sad I’m 
realising this after wasting sev-
enteen tortuous years of my life. 
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‘Nigerian political leaders must learn 
to put God first in everything’

Can you tell us about your ministry?

I 
was ordained in 2001, and I’ve been 
a pastor now for about 16 years. Be-
fore then, while I was still on cam-
pus in the early 1990s, I was a leader 
on campus in the University of Be-

nin and, of course, a pastor, and was also 
very actively involved in the growth of 
the Christian Fellowship International, 
which is the campus outreach of the 
mission where I’m currently pastoring, 
which is Church of God Mission. I have 
served in different sections of the church 
at different times. I have played actively 
in the music ministry, but I have a pas-
sion for developing people, for shaping 
culture and developing individuals, mak-
ing them to be more productive, and I 
want to see people live out the best life 
they can possibly live using the word of 
God as a guide.

 
Nigeria is said to be the most religious 

country after Ghana, but we don’t seem 
to see the fruit in our daily lives, why?

There are many things responsible for 
this, but let me talk on a few. One, a lot 
of times people pay lip service to their 
faith. By this I mean that with my mouth 
I say I’m a Christian but my actions do 
not say I am. If you look in the bible there 
are instructions for life, there is no way 
you can live the life that is described by 
the word of God in the bible and offend 
your fellow man, steal someone’s money, 
do anything evil really; there is no way 
you can live that life and be this other 
kind of person. So, a lot of times what we 
see is that there is a lot of hypocrisy and 
insincerity. Funny enough the bible puts 
it in an instructive way that “they hon-
our me with their lips but their heart is 
far from me”. Many times the challenge 
is that people identify with certain reli-
gion by name or some other minor way 
but they try to make sure that the rules 
and dictates of the religion don’t bind on 
them. They don’t feel that obligation to 
live a life that is commensurate with the 
religion they are practicing.

 
How do you reach out to your host 

community?
There are different things we do, 

and there are different things we are 
still working on. For example, we have 
the food basket. In our food basket, we 
specially charge people to ensure that 
there is nobody in our church who for 
one reason or the other will go hungry. 
So, discreetly there is a group of people 
in the welfare team, discreetly you go 
and talk to any of them and they will 
talk to us, so we know that is that. We 
also engage ourselves in helping some 
of the disadvantaged young people to go 
to school by helping to take up some of 
their fee burden. As a mission, Church 
of God Mission, generally we have a uni-
versity and one of the things we do is to 
grant special scholarships that knock off 
as much as N200,000 to 300,000 from 
beneficiaries’ fees; at the end of the day 
they end up paying about N200,000 for 
a session, which is a massive amount of 
savings when you think about quality 
private university education in Nigeria. 

The Worshippers

And there are other things we are work-
ing on as well. For instance, we also have 
a mentorship programme in the church.

 
What is your view on the state of the 

nation?
The bible says when the righteous 

rule, the people rejoice. When you take 
good decision, when the interest that 
drives you is the people; the interesting 
thing is that you will prosper too. Many a 
time people have the wrong notion that 
they need to grab what they can get now 
because they don’t know if another one 
will come. But, in my own opinion, it is 
like a farmer who decides he wants to 
eat the yam seedlings instead of plant-
ing; when you eat the yam seedlings 
you will be satisfied for a day, but when 
you plant it and you harvest, you will 
have and your people will have. We can 
multiply wealth and there wouldn’t be 
much problem if everybody was really 
prosperous. There’s is a problem because 
people are suffering, people are in pen-
ury. So, leaders think the way that King 
Solomon thought when God approached 
him. The bible says God approached him 
in a dream and asked him, ‘What do you 
want?’ He could have asked for wealth, 
he could have asked that God should kill 
all his enemies and destroy all his politi-
cal opponents, but what did he ask for? 
He asked for the wisdom to rule over 
the people; he identified greatness in his 
people and realised that the ability to 
pull that greatness out of them and make 
them a great nation was going to depend 
on wise rulership. So, he asked that from 
God, and what did God do? The bible says 
God gave him what he requested for, 
which was wisdom to rule his people; 
God gave him peace for his nation, and 
additionally God blessed him as well. 
So, I will tell those in power you can be 
blessed infinitely beyond all these things 
that you have right now if you just put 
the right things first.

 
Over the years people have said Ni-

geria’s biggest challenge is leadership. 
Where is the place of God in the leader-
ship of Nigeria?

It is a very interesting question. Every 
political leader in Nigeria has some reli-
gious affiliation, but you kind of wonder 
why we don’t see this translate into their 
different lifestyles or people-oriented 
programmes and all of that. But I think 
we can’t replace God in leadership. If we 
look at God’s example, the bible says that 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for us – that is leadership. 

It speaks about a God who is willing to 
engage a people who don’t really regard 
Him; He knows that eventually they will 
come and appreciate what He has done, 
but He has moved ahead of them and He 
has done what He needs to do. If we truly 
follow God, if Nigerian leaders truly fol-
low God, they will find that they will be 
willing to help to change a lot of things 
in our country. By first of all sacrific-
ing for themselves, as God sacrificed for 
Himself; for God so loved the world that 
He gave His only begotten son. We must 
begin to sacrifice for ourselves. Again, 
the bible tells us, he who wants to be the 

greatest must first of all serve. But, you 
know, the principle of leadership of the 
world is an inverted principle of that one. 
The principle of leadership in the world 
is such that the boss is the one everybody 
is serving, whereas the principle of leader-
ship according to the bible is that he who is 
a leader who wants to be the greatest must 
be the one who is serving people. So, if we 
look at things properly, if we put God in His 
right place, if we put Him in our hearts, if 
we fear Him, then things will align them-
selves.

 
Let’s look at the CAN election which 

has been mired in controversy, what does 
it portend for the church?

I think the church of Jesus Christ will 
speak with one voice. The bible tells us 
clearly, I think in Romans 12:13, that we 
should prefer each other in honour. I 
should not want to be the one in charge all 
the time and giving out orders. 

There is something wrong with that 
mindset. What that mindset does is that at 
a point the other person begins to ask ques-
tions, and the popular expression says that 
those who make peaceful change impos-
sible make violent change inevitable; it’s 
unfortunate. 

So, I think that there should be coopera-
tion, there should be dialogue; if we truly 
believe in the word of God, we should allow 
the spirit of God to guide the way we act 
and even the utterances we make in public. 

We should try as much as possible to en-
gage; I mean the different blocks should en-
gage themselves but they shouldn’t engage 
themselves in a way like they are trying to 
prove a point or to show that they are su-
perior, but engage from a point of view that 
they want to create a formidable house. 
The bible says a house divided against it-
self cannot stand. It is about the kingdom 
of God on earth and in heaven because the 
church is an indivisible body.

 
What is your prayer for Nigeria and its 

youth?
I pray for peace in my country. You 

travel out of the country, you go to differ-
ent places, no matter how nice and beau-
tiful those places are, you know that you 
love your country, you love your home. 
When I go around and I see people, I see 
young people, I look at them and wonder 
at the future that my country is promising 
them. I used to say my country Nigeria is a 
country that denies its youths their dream 
and it’s a painful thing because as a young 
man is growing up, he has his dreams and 
aspirations and other things that he wants 
to become, but along the way he meets all 
kinds of challenges and hurdles, and one 
day he is broken completely. I pray for a 
country that the young can dream and ac-
tualize it. We hear of the American dream, 
I pray to God that there will be a Nigerian 
dream; I pray for the young, for peace, for 
justice. The truth – that is what I pray for.
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Odi Okundaye

Reverend Odi Okundaye is the zonal coordinator of Church of God Mission, Victoria Island, Lagos. In this interview 
with Seyi John Salau, he speaks on youth empowerment and self-sacrifice as the way to get Nigeria out of its 
current challenges. Excerpts:



A
fter the unveil-
ing of the Olojo 
Festival logo held 
recently at the 
palace of Oba Ad-

eyeye Enitan Babatunde Ogun-
wusi, Ojaja II; the Ooni of Ife, 
organisers of the festivals are 
beefing up preparations for 
the age-long festival with a 
corporate forum.

The forum held recently at 
Eko Hotel and Suites, Lagos, 
was a noble initiative of the 
Ooni to bring the Yoruba elders 
together in order to unite and 
restore what they described 
as the lost glory of the peoples’ 
cultural identities.

The guests all rallied support 
for Olojo Festival; a prominent 
ancient Ile-Ife annual festival 
specially designed to celebrate 
the day of creation and the day 
of human existence on earth; 
celebration of mankind.

More importantly, the Ooni 
used the Corporate Forum 
platform to further market the 
potential of Olojo to the whole 
world for investment opportu-
nities which is a way of diver-
sifying the economy of Osun 
State and increase its GDP. Al-
ready, the Ooni has marshaled 
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Olojo Festival pushes ahead with 
Corporate Forum
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out his plans in partnership 
with the State Government to 
actualize projects in line with 
the festival.

Speaking at the forum, Oba 
Ogunwusi briefly highlighted 
his achievements since assum-
ing the throne.

“One of my greatest achieve-
ments is bringing the Yoruba 
elders together, so as to work 
together, look inward and 
promote the culture of our 
land. I have influenced mil-
lions of youths to appreciate 
the contributions of the elders 
towards national development, 
study about them and their 
achievements and emulate 
their footsteps”, the Ooni e said.

Oba Ogunwusi stressed the 
need for people and institu-
tions to celebrate the elders 
for their legacies to the nation, 
urging that the youth should 
tap into their experience for 
personal development.

Oluremi Adebayo, guest 
speaker on the festival theme, 
lamented that the Yoruba 
nation has lost her cultural 
heritage to modernization and 
religion, and hence called for 
revival.

“Because of religion and mod-
ernization, the Yoruba nation 
has lost her culture. We must 

OBINNA EMELIKE
restore our cultural values. We 
must embrace Olojo Festival to 
reclaim our identity”, he said.

Adebayo decried the grow-
ing trend of language apathy, 
a situation where most Yoruba 
parents are no longer inter-
ested in teaching their children 
their mother tongue. “This is 
painful in most homes today 
that do not speak Yoruba”.

He however, identified cul-
ture as a veritable instrument 
for national development and 
used the forum to drum sup-
port for the Ooni to rebuild 
the Yoruba nation through 
cultural renaissance.

 “This is the time for unity, 
time to come together to proj-
ect our culture because the 
Yorubas are lagging behind. 
Let us give our support to His 
Imperial Majesty to restore our 
land to its past glory”, Adebayo 
said.

Speaking on the Olojo Festi-
val, Biyi Odunlade, secretary, 
Festival Committee, traced the 
origin of creation and human 
existence to Olojo. According 
to him; God sent Oduduwa 
to the world; the first time 
he came, he fought as a com-
mander, the second time he 
came to tell the values of life 
using a cock and the third 
time, he came with a symbol 

of authority-crown.
Odunlade further explained 

that the crown God gave to 
Oduduwa was a symbol of 
authority to the world and that 
crown was brought to Ile-Ife.

He noted that Olojo Festival 
was significant because “When 
we celebrate Olojo, we cel-
ebrate the day of creation and 
the day of human existence”.

He urged the Yoruba nation 
to uphold their culture because 
a people without history are 
forgotten people.

On his part, Julius Adelusi 
extolled the achievements of 
the Oba since he assumed into 
the throne as the Ooni, less 
than one year ago, saying that 
the Monarch was working on 
a progressive path.

Besides the speakers, other 
dignitaries at the event include: 
Federick Fasheun, founder, 
Odua’s Peoples Congress, Bola 
Ajibola, former Minister of 
External Affairs, Gbenga Ade-
fuye, former president, Nigeria 
Guild of Editors, Olu Falae, the 
former Minister of Finance and 
Presidential Aspirant under 
the defunct All Peoples’ Party, 
Ayo Olumoko, principal con-
sultant, Infogem Limited, part 
of the organisers and market-
ers of the festival among other 
dignitaries.

Entry closes for 
2016 Etisalat 
prize for 
literature

S
ubmission of entries for the 
2016 edition of the Pan-African 
Etisalat Prize for Literature has 
closed, with the longlist expect-

ed to be announced at the foremost 
Ake Festival in November.

Etisalat Prize for Literature, a leading 
platform for the discovery of creative 
writing talents as well as the celebra-
tion of literary arts by African writers, 
has in recent years played a major 
role at the annual Ake Arts and Book 
Festival, Abeokuta, Ogun State.

The Judging Panel for the 2016 edi-
tion of the Prize is chaired by Nigerian 
novelist and poet, Helon Habila. He 
is an Associate Professor of Creative 
Writing at George Mason Univer-
sity, USA. He is a contributing editor 
for the Virginia Quarterly Review, 
and also a regular reviewer for the 
Guardian, UK. His works have won 
many honours and awards, includ-
ing the Commonwealth Prize for Best 
First Novel (Africa Section), the Caine 
Prize, the Virginia Library Foundation 
Prize for fiction and most recently the 
Windham-Campbell Prize.

South African writer, human rights 
activist and political analyst, Elinor 
Sisulu, is a member of the Open Society 
Initiative of Southern Africa (OSISA) 
board, the National Arts Festival 
board, the Independent Media Trust of 
Zimbabwe, and the Anthony Sampson 
board. She is also a trustee of the Heal 
Zimbabwe Trust. She has been a judge 
of numerous literary prizes, including 
the Commonwealth Writer’s Prize, 
the Golden Baobab award, and the 
Sunday Times Alan Paton prize with 
several publications to her credit.

The last member of panel, Ivorian 
writer, Edwige Rene Dro, who is pas-
sionate about getting the Francophone 
voice into the mainstream, translates 
for PEN International as well as Global 
Voices Online. She won the 2015 PEN 
International New Voices award and 
was shortlisted for the Miles Morland 
Writing Scholarship in 2014.

Elvis Ogiemwanye, director, Brands 
and Experience, Etisalat Nigeria, in a 
statement noted that the entries re-
ceived this year demonstrate the rich-
ness and strength of African literature.

“We are delighted to champion the 
cause that celebrates African fiction 
and literary culture and also discovers 
creative talent that Africa can boasts of. 
Etisalat Prize for Literature is about cre-
ativity, excellence, empowerment and 
reward; it is a very innovative way and 
one of the various forms of expressions 
through which we share the African 
narrative,” he said. Ogiemwanye em-
phasized that the value of the Etisalat 
Prize surpasses the 15,000 Pounds 
cash prize as it features a variety of 
programs that develop the writers, 
promote literary culture and stimulate 
the publishing industry in Africa. The 
winner also receives an engraved 
Montblanc Meisterstück pen and a 
high-end mobile device, attends a fel-
lowship at the prestigious University 
of East Anglia, United Kingdom, under 
the mentorship of Professor Giles 
Foden, the author of The Last King 
of Scotland.

…as Ooni calls on Yoruba elders to save culture
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F
ollowing days of rig-
orous casting for over 
1,000 young male and 
female contestants in 

Lagos for Aquafina Elite Model 
Look 2016, a total of 60 con-
testants were preselected on 
July 30, 2016, after which 20 
finalists emerged from the Paris 
final selection.  The 20 finalists 
are set to for fierce contest for 
the crown at the finals of this 
year’s Aquafina Elite Model 
Look Nigeria 2016 which holds 
in Lagos on October 1, 2016.

The annual event is a gate-
way to the glamorous world 
of international modeling and 
fashion for the winners in both 
male and female categories 
as they will represent Nigeria 
alongside 80 other countries 
and stand a chance of winning 
$150,000 at Elite Model Look 
International world finals. 
In addition, there is a chance 
to win a modeling contract 
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GTBank lunches virtual art gallery

L
e a d i n g  A f r i -
can financial 
i n s t i t u t i o n , 
Guaranty trust 
bank plc, has 

announced the launch 
of ART635 (art635.gal-
lery), a virtual Art Gal-
lery created to reignite 
interest in African art 
and drive the growth and 
development of the local 
art industry.

Art635 is a foremost 
online repository of Af-
rican artworks and is 
set to serve as a leading 
platform for the promo-
tion of indigenous artists 
across the continent. At 
the moment, most bud-
ding indigenous artists in 
Nigeria and across Africa 
have little or nowhere to 
showcase their works 
and make substantial liv-
ing from their works. The 
gallery will significantly 
expand the exposure of 
the artists, provide an 
enabling platform for 
the marketing of their 
works and serve as a 
much needed motivation 
for the further devel-
opment of their artistic 
skills and talents

The launch of Art635 
is the latest of the bank’s 
sustained efforts to pro-
mote African arts locally 
and internationally. Arts 
is one of the four pillars of 
GTBank’s corporate so-
cial responsibility policy 
and the Bank’s support 
for art over the years 
ranges from collecting 
art work from Nigerian 
artist, to partner with 
Tate and other art institu-
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R
e d  B u l b 
E ve n t s ,  t h e 
organisers of 
miss coral pag-

eant, is set to launch 
her 2016 edition of 
the pageant themed 
“Feast of the Royals”. 
The pageant celebrates 
culture, brings to light 
the beautiful blend 
between the modern 
youth and African tra-
dition, and also cel-
ebrates beauty of all 
kinds. Thus, its core 
idea is to allow each 
contestant enhance 
the inner and outer 
beauty of the Nigerian 
woman, while they 
gain self-confidence 
and passion.  The pag-
eant is open to young 
Nigeria females be-
tween the ages of 18- 
27, in search for the 
next regal ambassador 
who has charisma, fun 
and trend.

Aquafina Elite Model look unveils 2016 finalists

Red bulb events 
sets to hold Miss 
Coral Pageant 
2016

tion to promote the value 
of African art in Africa 
and the international 
markets through project-
lead initiatives

With ART635,  the 
bank aims to further its 
support for African arts 
by helping African art-
works become not just 
seen and appreciated, 
but also to turn them 
into a much more profit-
able and commercially 
viable venture for in-
digenous artist who cur-
rently earn very little 
from their works. This is 

in line with the bank ini-
tiative to go beyond the 
tradition understanding 
of corporate social re-
sponsibility as corporate 
philanthropy by inter-
vening in the economic 
s e ctor to strengthen 
small business through 
capacity building ini-
tiatives to boast their 
expertise, exposure and 
business growth.

Commenting on the 
lunch of ART635, Segun 
Agbaje, managing direc-
tor, Guaranty Trust Bank 
Plc, said: “At GTBank we 

see art as an avenue for 
unlocking people’s cre-
ative potential and by 
creating ART635, we aim 
to expand the opportu-
nities for art education 
as well as broaden the 
reach and viewership of 
the works of indigenous 
artists.”

He further added that, 
“Although African art 
goes back centuries, the 
art industry in the con-
tinent is still young and 
largely untapped and 
we hope with ART635 
we can drive its evolu-

with elite model management 
worldwide and two years mod-
eling contract with Beth Model 
Management Africa.

Some previous winners 
from Nigeria such as Mayowa 
Nicholas and Victor Ndigwe 
have made their marks on the 

global fashion scene. Victor and 
Mayowa model for top fash-
ion labels and agencies. Other 
international models such as 
Cindy Crawford (USA), Tatjana 
Patitz (Germany), Stephanie 
Seymour (USA), among others 
are all products of the Elite 

Model Look.
Commenting on the Aqua-

fina Elite Model Look Nigeria 
2016 final event, Norden Thur-
ston, head, marketing, Seven-
Up Bottling Company Plc, (SBC) 
makers of Aquafina premium 
table water, said: “We cherish 

our partnership with Elite 
Model Agency Nigeria in pro-
viding the platform for young 
Nigerians to aspire to the peak 
of global modeling and fashion 
through the Aquafina Elite 
Model Look Nigeria contest.”

Speaking further, he stated 
that Aquafina premium table 
water is purity guaranteed that 
encourages a healthy lifestyle 
which is critical for a positive 
self-image and reflective in all 
the attributes that is needed to 
make it on the global model-
ing stage, hence the synergy 
between Aquafina and the 
Elite Model. Beth Model Man-
agement Africa Agency and 
Upfront & Personal, the event 
organisers, said the contes-
tants would model outfits from 
several international and local 
fashion houses during this 
year’s finals, besides lots of 
entertainment for the guests.

tion into a lucrative and 
vibrant economic sector”.

GTBank has consis-
tently played a leading 
role in Africa’s banking 
industry. The bank is 
regarded by industry 
watchers as one of the 
best run financial institu-
tions across its subsidiary 
countries and serves as 
a role model within the 
financial service indus-
try due to its bias for 
world class corporate 
governance standards, 
excellent service quality 
and innovation.

L-R: Chichi Ikonta, Communications and External Affairs Officer; Tolu Onipede, Corporate Social Responsibil-
ity Officer, Oyinade Adegite, Senior Manager, Communication and External Affairs all of GTBank, and Uche 
Okpa-Iroha, Curator, GTB635 Art Gallery at the inauguration of the bank’s Art gallery in Lagos.

The winner will take 
part the South Africa 
Fashion Week, join a 
top modelling agency 
in South Africa, a year 
shoe supply, 32inch 
flat screen TV, groom-
ing with The Model-
ling Academy (TMA), 
a sleek makeup pack 
and other consolation 
prizes.                  

The 1st runner up 
takes home a laptop, a 
year shoe supply, sleek 
makeup pack and oth-
er consolation prizes. 
As well, the 2nd run-
ner up takes home a 
refrigerator, sleek pack 
and consolation prizes

To participate in 
the audition, aspiring 
models are to log onto 
www.misscoralpag-
eant.com.

 

Elohor Assien, CEO, Beth Model Management Africa, (6th left), Segun Ogunleye, 
brand manager,  and James Adah, marketing services manager,  both of Seven-
Up Bottling Company Plc, pose with Aquafina Elite Model Look Nigeria 2016 
contestants at the unveiling of the 20 finalists in Lagos recently.
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Editor’s  note:  We welcome intelligent  review of Nigerian/ international  authors by interested writers. send  your reviews to bdsundayletter@businessdayonline.com

T
enants of the 
House, Okedi-
ran’s 2009 book, 
presented in 
intricate but 

smooth transitional plots, 
is an expose of the secret 
happenings in Nigeria’s Na-
tional Assembly. It is a mix-
ture of politics laced with 
romance and terrorism. 
In 306 pages and 27 chap-
ters, the author explores 
intriguing base motives, 
do-or-die political philoso-
phies and terrorist acts of 
some so-called lawmakers. 

The book centres on a 
certain character, Honour-
able Samuel Bakura, whose 
efforts to sanitize the many 
anomalies going on on the 
floor of the Federal House 
of Representatives lead 
to a catalogue of conflicts 
with his fellow Honourable 
members. 

Hon Bakura, while sit-
ting close to Lizzy, her co-
Rep, sights a gun in her 
bag. He is unable to sleep 
all through the night as he 
recollects the episode. He 

wonders how many people 
Lizzy may have killed and 
what the gun has to do 
with serving one’s country 
in a democratic setting. 

There is polarisation 
and gang-up in the House 
of Reps. Hon. Members, in-
stead of addressing issues 
that concern the electorate 
in their various constituen-
cies, focus their attention 
on impeachment of succes-
sive Speakers, which seems 
rather a lucrative venture. 
They waste time on fri-
volities and share money 
(a.k.a. fertilizer) with reck-
less greed. This is clearly 
captured in the manner 
the Wenike group engage 
the Speaker’s group in vi-
tuperations on the floor of 
the House.

The book further en-
gages the reader with the 
‘body politics’ some female 
politicians play in order to 
win rival members to their 
camp. A case in point is 
Lizzy’s coquettish schem-
ing to win Bakura and 
some male members to 

her political camp. On one 
such occasion, Lizzy slowly 
draws away from Bakura 
and uses the sleeve of her 

Book Title:  Tenants of the House
Author:   Wale Okediran 
Imprint:  Ibadan; Nelson Publishers Limited, 2009
Reviewer:  Blessed Adjekpagbon

nightgown to wipe her 
face. Then she giggles in 
mid-speech, unbuttons the 
top of her nightgown to re-

veal two perfectly formed 
breasts; smiles wickedly, 
then lifts her left breast to-
wards Bakura.

Other key issues the 
novel highlights are the 
role played by security 
agents in carrying out il-
legalities by politicians 
as some members of the 
House change security 
guards manning the front 
and back entrances of the 
House chambers in order 
to facilitate their illegal 
sitting; sit-tight syndrome 
among politicians; the role 
of religion in politics and 
marriage, and how people 
denounce their high re-
ligious and political prin-
ciples to embrace new 
ones in order ultimately to 
satisfy their selfish inter-
est; and the consequences 
of accepting illegal money 
and having sexual relation-
ship with dangerous politi-
cal prostitutes aptly repre-
sented by Lizzy,

There is cultural shock 
when Samuel Bakura falls 
in love with a pretty Fu-
lani girl, Batejo. Though 
initially surprised that he 
had to receive some strokes 
of cane to prove his manli-
ness to marry a lady he fell 
in love with, he goes on 
to compete with Gidado, 
Batejo’s Fulani boyfriend. 
Bakura fails to win and so 
is unable to marry Betejo.

There are also cases of 
certificate forgery in the 

National Assembly as illit-
erates and semi-illiterates 
find their way into the hal-
lowed chambers as learned 
members of the House. For 
instance, of all the mem-
bers in the Wenike group, 
Bakura is about the best ed-
ucated. Bakura at one point 
wonders how many of his 
fellow Honourables know 
anything about great phi-
losophers like Clausewitz, 
Plato, or Socrates. Fed up 
with the system, he even-
tually makes up his mind to 
shun political gangsterism 
and instead use his educa-
tion and experience as a 
lawyer in a more positive 
way by promoting bills and 
policies which will move 
the nation forward.

Written in the omni-
present first-person point 
of view, the book is engag-
ing, with romantic explo-
ration of scenes, inclusion 
of microscopic details, and 
analyses of scenes with 
eloquent distillation of 
facts. With its suspenseful 
scenarios, the book sure is 
a reader’s delight. 

There are few typo-
graphical errors, which do 
not, however, reduce the 
quality of the book. Tenants 
of the House is therefore a 
good reference material for 
all politicians, especially 
members of State Houses of 
Assembly and the National 
Assembly, as well as the 
general public.
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The many colours of representation

R
ufus, a rookie new-
shound fresh out of 
the Lagos school of 
journalism, and Zaq, 

a legendary investigative 
reporter fallen from grace, 
are on a mission to find Isa-
bel Floode. A British petrol-
engineer’s wife, Floode has 
been kidnapped from the 
ex-pat enclave of Nigeria’s oil 
capital, Port Harcourt, and 
held to ransom somewhere 
among the myriad islands in 
the delta. 

Oil has desecrated the 
once-fecund coastal habi-
tat. Dead fish clog the toxic, 
swampy water and the 
corpses of birds with slick-
blackened outstretched 
wings are draped over tree 
branches; foliage is “suffo-
cated” by a film of oil, while 
gas flares give a hellish hue 

to the dark horizon. There 
is a graphic reality to this 
apocalyptic landscape of 
abandoned settlements and 
poisoned wells that easily, 
seamlessly segues into a met-
aphor for the physical and 
political corruption of Nige-
ria, whose indigenous people 
are abused and dispossessed 
by the tentacular pipelines 
snaking through their dying 
communities.

In her youth, Rufus’s sister 
had been facially disfigured 
by a pipeline-related explo-
sion, and Helon Habila gen-
tly pulls her thread into his 
cloth as though reminding us 
of the innocent lives drawn 
into the oil-fuelled civil war. 
As their canoe drifts through 
this befouled atmosphere, 
Zaq, steadily declining with 
a variant of dengue fever, 
waxes philosophical: “Forget 
the woman and her kidnap-
pers for a moment. What we 

really seek is not them but a 
greater meaning. Remember, 
the story is not the final goal.”

This sage warning gives 
purposeful coherence to the 
mazy strands of Habila’s con-
fident new novel. From the 
opening sentence, he intro-
duces notes of uncertainty, a 
difficulty of recalling events, 

which lend Rufus’s narra-
tion a hallucinatory quality 
that reinforces the trauma 
of his story. Events loop back 
and forth in the novel’s sub-
tly fragmented chronology 
as though Rufus’s memories 
share the labyrinthine twists, 
hidden islands and sudden 
mists of the Nigerian delta 
where this punishing odys-
sey takes place.

During their quest, the 
journalists are captured by a 
demented army major who 
douses his captives from a 
watering can filled with pet-
rol. His sullen troops are con-
ducting a guerrilla war with 
the region’s renegade mili-
tias, self-appointed freedom 
fighters who have nothing 
to lose in their terrorist on-
slaught against the oil com-
panies’ government-backed 
brutal occupation of their 
homelands. 

Somewhat inevitably 

this resonant novel will be 
referenced against Joseph 
Conrad’s masterpieces – both 
Lord Jim for Rufus’s restless, 
exhausted narration and 
Heart of Darkness for the 
way that Habila incremen-
tally intensifies the sense of 
menace and insecurity, both 
physical and political, as Ru-
fus and Zaq penetrate fur-
ther upstream into militant-
held territory. 

More significant, how-
ever, is how Habila has built 
on his own earlier work. 
Waiting for an Angel, his 
powerful 2003 debut, pieced 
together desultory frag-
ments of life under General 
Abacha’s oppressive mid-
1990s regime into a loud 
protest against censorship 
and tyranny. Abacha noto-
riously hanged the activist 
Ken Saro-Wiwa for protest-
ing against the despoliation 

of his oil-rich homeland and 
the human rights of his dis-
possessed community. The 
risk-taking journalist at the 
heart of that novel could be 
a younger Zaq, and the me-
andering plot of Oil on Water 
belies a similar sense of re-
portage urgency. 

The “greater meaning” 
gnomically mentioned by 
Zaq at the outset of this ad-
venture permeates Habila’s 
prose as much as the oil in 
the atmosphere. The pre-
scient quality of his writing 
is rooted in this sense that 
his narrator-journalists bear 
witness to events of interna-
tional significance, in which 
the skirmish of Floode’s or-
deal is a grubby sideshow 
compared with the whole-
sale usurping and compre-
hensive destruction of large 
tracts of tribal land, heritage 
and livelihoods.

Corruption, pollution and madness bedevil a journey upriver
A review of Helon Habila’s OIL ON WATER 
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Dubai Parks and Resorts engages 
Nigerian travel trade

I
t was an evening of 
fun on Thursday Sep-
tember 22, 2016 when 
Dubai Parks and Re-
sorts engaged the Ni-

gerian travel trade on a 
launch and unveiling of the 
largest integrated themed 
park in the Middle East and 
Africa.

The unveiling held re-
cently at Wheatbaker Hotel 
Ikoyi, Lagos offered the ex-
ecutives of the theme park 
opportunity to meet and 
network with the Nigerian 
travel trade and the trav-
eling public, as well as, to 
further market the thrills 
the park holds for them on 
a visit.

The launch was part of 
the many global activities 
heralding the grand open-
ing of the theme park on 
October 31, 2016 in Dubai.

Explaining the rationale 
for the preopening launch 
in Nigeria,  Ab dulRaouf 
AbdulRazak, deputy head 
of Sales, Dubai Parks and 
Resorts, noted that Nige-
ria is the power house of 
Africa as Dubai has seen 
almost 250,000 passengers 
in 2015, and hence wants 
to capitalize on the huge 
potential from Nigeria.

He noted that the theme 
park designed to offer new 
heights in entertainment, 
will offer Nigerian visitors 
everything because of the 
park brings all  kinds of 
excitements from the East 
and to the West in one 
location.

“We are bringing to our 
visitors the best from East 
and the West all  in one 
location.  You will not find 
that anywhere else in the 
world. You will love every-
thing in the part.

Describing Dubai as the 
land of infinite opportu-
nities  and p ossibil it ies , 
Ab dulRazak note d that 
the park is giving visitors 
an experience of India in 
Dubai with world-class Bol-
lywood offerings.

As the park op ens on 
October 31,  2016, Dubai 
will be achieving an ulti-
mate milestone of hosting 
the biggest entertainment 
destination in the whole 

OBINNA EMELIKE

L-R:  Daniel Weihrauch, CEO, Lions&Gazelles, Uloma Egbuna, managing director, Tour Brokers International and AbdulRaouf 
AbdulRazak, deputy head of sales, Dubai Parks and Resorts during the unveiling of Dubai Parks and Resorts in Lagos.

of Middle East and Afri-
ca. However, ahead of the 
opening, the deputy head 
of Sales, Dubai Parks and 
Resorts, said: “We are look-
ing at 7 million visitors in 
our first opening year, and 
20 million visitors by 2020.”

Elaborating on the facili-
ties at the park, AbdulRazak 
said six cumulative experi-
enc es await visitors in-
cluding Motiongate Dubai; 
Bollywo o d Parks Dubai; 
Legoland Dubai; Legoland 
Water Parks; Lapita and 
Riverland Dubai all fused 
into the 25 million square 
feet Dubai Parks and Re-
sorts landscape.

As well, over a hundred 
rides and attractions includ-
ing live shows, 3D motion 
simulators, roller coasters, 
drop towers, children fun 
areas and family experienc-
es are part of the intriguing 
offers at the Dubai Parks 
and Resorts.

Also, its prime location 
on Sheikh Zayed Road, the 
most popular main high-
way in Dubai and the main 
connection to Abu Dhabi, 
with excellent local access 
across a range of transport 
links, is an added advan-
tage.

The location on Sheikh 

Zayed Road is 63km from 
Dubai International Air-
port, 68km from Abu Dhabi 
International Airport and 

20km from the new Al 
Maktoum International 
Airport in Dubai, which is 
designed to be the biggest 

airport in the world, with 
an expected capacity of 160 
million passengers by 2027.

Describing the park as 
a  new ‘ Wonderland’  in 
Dubai, Daniel Weihrauch, 
C E O  L i o n s & G a z e l l e s ,  a 
Dubai-based professional 
hospitality, tourism and 
leisure industry services 
provider and partner in the 
Lagos unveil event, assured 
Nigerian visitors an amaz-
ing experience at the resort, 
which features the b est 
from East to West, three 
theme parks, a water park, 
a hotel, and a retail and din-
ing district, all within com-
fortable walking distance of 
each other.

The high-point of the un-
veil event also packaged by 
TOPCOMM PR Concept & 
Events – a Public Relations 
and Events Management 
company based in Lagos, 
was the raffle draw where 
Dubai Parks and Resorts 
generously offered all the 
distinguished guests op-
p ortunity to exp erienc e 
the part within a period of 
six months from the Lagos 
event.

…counts down to October opening
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Bring back our Tourism Ministry-
NATOP asks government

T
he Nigeria Associa-
tion of Tour Operators 
(NATOP) is calling on 
the Federal Govern-
ment to bring back a 

standalone Ministry of Tourism 
that will give full scale attention 
to matters of Tourism to aid in 
the diversification drive of the 
government.

 All successful countries in 
Africa have ministries of Tourism 
and that is why they are doing 
very well and Nigeria should 
copy countries such as Kenya, 
South Africa, Gambia, Zimbabwe 
and Ghana. As part of his World 
Tourism Day message, Nkereu-
wem Onung, president, Nigeria 
Association of Tour Operators 
(NATOP), noted that the absence 
of a full-fledged Ministry has left 
Tourism adrift. The absence of 
a ministry has left stakeholders 
speculating on matters of Tour-
ism. Usually the World Tourism 
Day is a day celebrated by the 
Ministry in collaboration with 
other agencies every year. The 
day September 27 was mooted 
by Ignatius Atigbi; a Nigerian, for 
which the UNWTO honored him 

posthumously with an award in 
2009.

This year, the day and its cel-
ebration have not been well-
communicated to Tourism Stake-
holders for appropriate action and 
participation. NATOP lends its 
support to the call for a National 
Carrier which could be a veritable 
instrument for economic growth 
and also enhance Tourism Devel-
opment. The NATOP president 
opined that tourism is more than 
just selling tickets and building 
hotels, hence a ministry that rec-
ognises the whole gamut of the 
Tourism value chain is needed. 
Nations need to create pull fac-
tors which are to be facilitated 
by infrastructural capabilities and 
developed to offer experiences to 
visitors. It is important to note 
that Tourism Dollars are shared 
between transport, accommoda-
tion, transfers, tourism assets 
among others but coordinated 
by Tour Operators to create the 
needed experience. However, be-
cause Tour Operators are the ful-
crum of the Tourism Landscape, 
they are the main losers when 
the business is ignored. NATOP 

also called on government to link 
the national parks to the tourism 
sector as national parks in South 
Africa earn more money per acres 
than agriculture and there is no 
reason why this should not be 

done in Nigeria.
Onug urge d that tourism 

should work closely with national 
parks in Nigeria as obtainable 
in other African countries.  The 
NATOP president noted that this 

is the rationale behind the asso-
ciation’s support for the re-estab-
lishment the Presidential Council 
on Tourism (PCT) to be chaired 
by the President where different 
stakeholder like Immigration, 
Transport, Aviation, Housing, 
Environment and relevant state 
governments come together to 
discuss way forward and create 
policies that enhance both in-
bound and out-bound Tourism. 
There is also the place of cultural 
Tourism which is one of the fastest 
growing Tourism market. In re-
cent Times, destinations measure 
the impact of culture on Tourism 
by using the two as major drivers 
of destination’s attractiveness 
and competitiveness. “It is our 
opinion therefore that, Federal 
Government should restore the 
Tourism Ministry, re-establish the 
PCT with relevant sub-sectors like 
Travel Agents, Hoteliers and Tour 
Operators as members. Federal 
Government should also begin to 
market the “destination Nigeria”, 
which is one of the most viable 
on the Africa Continent with a 
view of attracting tourists”, Onug 
concluded.

NANTA advocates aviation driven tourism industry

T
o  u n d e r s c o re  t h e 
global importance of 
aviation as the loca-
tive engine of any 

economy, Bankole Bernard, 
President, National Associa-
tion of Nigeria Travel Agen-
cies (NANTA), has called on 
the federal government to 
relocate the Ministry of Tour-
ism to Aviation to fast track 
an immediate development 
of tourism in Nigeria.

Bankole who in re c ent 
weeks has consistently de-
creed the poor situation of 
airports and the entire Nige-
rian aviation sector, assured 
government of  NAN TA’s 
support to help change the 
ugly scenario painted about 
travel facilities in the coun-
try only if only a systematic 
and strategic re-alignment is 
put in place to drive tourism 
through aviation.

He told Hadi Sirika, state 
minister for aviation, to in-
timate President Buhari that 
Nigeria can quickly get out of 
economic recession if tour-
ism is married to aviation, 
a progressive partnership 
and policy decision that has 
helped other nations in the 
world to rebound on all indi-
ces of development.

“NANTA is embarrassed 
by the look of our airports 
and the situation of our avia-

tion sector today because 
Nigeria has never paid at-
tention to the huge benefits 
of inbound tourism hence 
we urge you to please do all 
you can to bring the tourism 
portfolio to the aviation sec-
tor so that Nigeria can power 
domestic tourism and grow 
the huge potential of Nigeria 
as a global tourism destina-
tion”, he said.

Bankole who got the avia-
tion minister nodding in the 
agreement, upped his presen-
tation with graphic details of 
how other Africa nations of 
Ethiopia, Egypt and Kenya 
help p ower their tourism 
economy through key atten-
tion and support to their na-
tional airlines. He also cited 
Asian, United Arab Emirates, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, Taiwan 

and China for pushing avia-
tion cum tourism infrastruc-
ture to the front burner of 
their economic aspiration.

“Mr. Minister sir, we are 
tired of the lip service paid to 
tourism and aviation devel-
opment in Nigeria and as key 
players in Nigeria aviation 
downstream sector, we have 
seen what aviation-powered 
tourism agenda has done for 
other countries and Nigeria 
cannot allow other Africa 
countries to overshadow us 
and use our failings to gain 
ground ahead of us in this 
business”, Bankole disclosed.

The president, who led top 
members of his association to 
the exclusive meeting, tasked 
the aviation minister to look 
into the issues of repatriation 
of trapped funds of foreign 
airlines, the state of Abuja 
and Muritala Mohamme d 
airports, aviation bank; to 
help domestic airlines and 
the NANTA Act to address 
issues of professionalism in 
the travel trade business.

In a response, Sirika as-
sure d NANTA leadership 
that aviation is dear to the 
heart of President Buhari, 
noting that the committee 
for Nigeria Airways was the 
first national assignment 
pushed forward by his ad-
ministration ever before the 

emergence of Ministry of 
Aviation.

“I support your call for 
aviation to drive tourism 
because air transportation 
opens up a nation to many 
developmental indic es to 
which tourism is a major is-
sue. We want NANTA to help 
us, challenge us and pres-
ent solution to how we can 
achieve our national dreams 
in the shortest possible time, 
so when we fail to do the 
right things, and we can ac-
cept that we failed”.

On the issue of trapped 
funds of foreign airlines, the 
minister pleaded that the 
airlines must understand 
and support Nigeria in her 
turbulent time, but admitted 
that their exist maybe due 
to commercial consideration 
than any lawful and legal 
show off with Nigeria, and 
prayed that they give Nigeria 
a chance to get out of reces-
sion since they had it good in 
the past.

“You know your friends 
when you are in difficulty. 
The foreign airlines should 
now bear with Nigeria at this 
hard time moment which will 
not last forever”, the Minister  
said and noted further that 
concession of the airports 
is the only solution to their 
growth and profitability.           

Bankola Bernard

Nkereuwem Onung
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Changing the African narrative 
through air travel

A
i r  t rave l  i s  a 
catalyst for so-
c i o - e c o n o m i c 
d e ve l o p m e n t 
in any country. 

With aviation via Rwan-
dAir, the central African 
country is about to change 
its narrative.

With its foray into the 
Nigerian market in the last 
five years, the airline has 
assisted in creating a hub for 
Kigali, its capital to connect 
other African destinations.

With its multi type air-
craft model of Airbus, Boe-
ing, and PP-CFJ, the airline 
has developed intra-connec-
tivity within Africa. This is 
the story of RwandAir.  

RwandAir is the IOSA cer-
tified national flag carrier of 
the Republic of Rwanda. The 
airline which is reputed for 
its on-time performance, 
reaches out to many cities 
in Western, Eastern and 
Southern Africa as well as 
the Middle East and soon 
Asia and the Far East.  

RwandAir has a growing 
network presently flying 
to several destinations such 
as Nigeria, Kigali,  Dubai, 
Johannesburg,  Entebb e, 
Nairobi, Lusaka, Mombassa,  
Bujumbura, Kamembe,  Li-
breville, Brazaville, Dar Es 
Salaam, Kilimanjaro, Accra, 
Juba, Douala and Brussels.

Speaking during its Busi-
ness Lunch and Dinner in 
Lagos, Ibiyemi Odusi, Coun-
try Manager, RwandAir said 
that Nigeria remains the 
airline’s cash cow, adding 
that the airline recorded 
its highest profit for the 
2014/2015 in Nigeria.  

Odusi, explained that in 
reaching out to its growing 
markets both in Nigeria and 
other countries, the airline 
will be acquiring Airbus 
A330 – 300 by December 
2016, having a capacity of 
30 Business class seats, 21 
Premium class seats and 223 
Economy class seats.

In October 2016, the air-
line will also be acquiring 
Airbus A330 – 200, with 
a capacity of 20 Business 
class seat, 21 Premium class 
seats and 203 Economy class 
seats.

In the next future, Rwan-
dAir is also looking at ac-
quiring Bo eing 737-800 
with a capacity of 16 Busi-
ness and 138 Economy; Boe-

ing 737-700 with capac-
ity of 12 Business and 108 
Economy; Q-400 having a 
capacity of 7 Business / 60 
Economy  and CRJ900 with 
capacity of  6 Business / 69 
Economy.

Odusi said RwandAir of-
fers passengers opportunity 
to earn miles while they 
fly, with its frequent flyer 
club called the Dream Miles, 
which admits children from 
two years.

Junior members earn 500 
miles by default on joining. 
Once the Junior passengers 
turns 17 years, they gradu-
ate to the Dream Miles Em-
erald level.

Emerald memb ers are 
entitled to 1,000 miles upon 
joining, the memb ership 
does not expire. Once pas-
sengers earn a total of 25000 
miles they are automatically 
upgraded to the silver mem-
bership level.

Silver members are fre-
quent flier holders with 
25,000 miles  and ab ove 
earned within a year. The 
members at this level are 
entitled to a 25% tier activ-
ity bonus.  

Gold membership is open 
t o  f re qu e n t  f l i e r s  w i t h 
50,000 miles  and ab ove 
earned within year entitled 
to 50% tier activity bonus at 
this level.  

Diamond membership is 
the most prestigious level in 
the dream miles club. Any 
miles earned above 100,000 
in a calendar year places 
passenger in the Diamond 

category. Members at this 
level are entitled to a 100% 
tier activity bonus

There are various ben-
efits for different tier levels.  
These benefits include extra 
baggage allowance, priority 
boarding, access to business 
class lounge,  fre e cham-
pagne in e c onomy class, 
dedicated assistance and 
priority upgrade to Business 
Class.

Its corporate benefits in-
clude 15% group discount  
for 15 passengers or more 
two, lounge access, cham-
pagne on board, free up-

grade to business class, addi-
tional 10kg excess baggage, 
free ticket in business and 
economy class, free econo-
my class weekend package 
in Kigali and invitation to 
Kwita Izina event in Kigali.

The airline is looking at 
exploring new routes in 
2017, some of which in-
clude Mumbai, Khartoum, 
Harare, Cotonou, Guang-
zhou, London, Paris and 
Frankfurt

She pointed out that the 
unique selling points for 
the airline have remained 
its support by robust gov-

ernment, youngest fle et 
on the African continent, 
geographical position of the 
hub, seamless connectivity 
to key routes and Rwan-
dAir’s recognition as  the 
fastest growing Airlines in 
Africa.

Other leverages are its 
re c ognition as  the b est 
short haul airline  in Africa 
in 2013, superior customer 
service at all levels, safe and 
comfortable airplanes, on 
time performance success, 
competitive fares and bi-
lingual in-flight attendants 
English & French.

...the story of RwandAir
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The Road to a Smarter Lifestyle in Nigeria

N
igeria has come a long way since the days 
when people borrowed their neighbours’ 
phones to receive calls from families 
abroad.

In the space of 17 years (1999 - 2016), 
more than 160 million Nigerians have signed up to 
a mobile phone service.  The country went from 
mobile-neophyte to mobile-savvy and on to a mobile 
superpower of some sort.

In results published by Open Signal, a global crowd 
sourced wireless network database in 2015, Nigeria 
leads the list of countries with the highest number of 
dual SIM-card phones coming ahead of countries like 
Bangladesh, Honduras and Indonesia.

It used to be that we struggled to keep a consistent 
phone reception. Now a large number of Nigerian mo-
bile phone users want more than just good reception. 
But also high-fidelity voice calls untrammeled internet 
access and more.

Pressure is rising on the demand side. More Nigeri-
ans run data-intensive apps with data traffic increasing 
at an unprecedented rate.

With changing user expectations, the scrimmage 
line for mobile network operators has shifted from 
merely improved call quality to providing higher data 
speeds and supporting new applications for smart 
mobile phones.

What is more interesting, though, is what this 
means for the future Nigerian Lifestyle. The robust 
internet that comes on the heels of 4G LTE will foster 
productivity across all sectors of the economy. Remote 
working and teleconferencing which are creative 
ways to cut cost for companies remain difficult because 
of low fidelity connection. This is why the test run of 
4G LTE from MTN is an uplifting development that 
would complement government’s national objective 
of achieving 30 percent National Broadband penetra-
tion target by 2018.

Worthy of note is the company’s objective to ensure 
that Nigerians experience a boost in the quality of 
broadband internet services translating to the much 
needed enhanced data speed and value to enhance 
personal and business productivity.

LTE will build a robust value chain for SMEs          
According to Deloitte, enhanced internet access 

results in as much as 11 percent productivity gain for 
small businesses, and for anyone who tried to down-
load a sales report over a dial-up connection, the truth 
is resonant. Time spent nursing slow downloads is 
time not spent driving more productive processes and 
delivering value.

Enhanced connectivity, of course, changes that, 
what about the bottom of the pyramid users? On the 
surface, this category of mobile phone users who use 
feature phones or low-end smartphones (that don’t 
support LTE) won’t benefit from developments such 
as these, but that’s true only on the surface.

Studies such as the 2014 Value of Connectivity 
study done by Deloitte posture that access to internet 
access could lift 130 million people out of extreme 
poverty.

Directly, access to the internet means people have 
access to empowering information. And indirectly, 
benefits stem from the enhanced speed and time sav-
ings for SMEs. Because of reduced transaction costs and 
productivity gains, SMEs are able to deliver more value. 
All these drive growth which SMEs would need more 
human-resource to maintain. The top-level increase 
in internet access delivers value that culminates in 
job creation.

SMEs are responsible for 40 percent of industrial 
employment in Nigeria. With improved access, that 
number can begin to edge closer to the 70 percent that 
is obtainable in advanced markets.

Value creation and robust access to the internet 

One of the reasons the MTN 4G LTE offering is excit-
ing is how flexible it is said to be. From the much that 
the telco has said, there will be little to no extra barrier 
of entry to its 4G LTE services. MTN data bundles will 
run at the existing rates. Normally, Telcos in developed 
markets ask 4G LTE subscribers to pay a premium. 
MTN has kept its old rates.

Speaking after winning the 2.6GHZ broadband 
licence, Moolman said, “We are very pleased with this 
development at this time, which is a further step in the 
right direction for Nigeria.”

“Indeed, MTN is fully aligned and supports the 
NCC’s objective to deliver broadband services to pres-
ent and future generations of subscribers, in line with 
the National Broadband Plan of 2013”, Moolman said.

Speaking further Moolman added,“This license ac-
quisition further demonstrates MTN’s abiding faith in 
the future of Nigeria and the resilience of the Nigerian 
economy. MTN continues to believe in Nigeria and we 
have expressed this belief in the level of our invest-
ment, which currently stands at approximately USD 
15 billion and counting.”

“Our subscribers, especially those in clustered areas 
such as the major cities, can expect distinct improve-
ments in browsing speed, quality and experience, 
including fast access to high definition video stream-
ing, as well as conferencing and calling, lag-free music 
streaming, and improved data uploads and downloads.”

Experts agree that the only possible sticking point 
is the need for subscribers to swap their existing SIM-
cards for LTE-ready ones that MTN calls “U sims.” The 
telco says the first experience of its 4G LTE will be in 
Lagos, Abuja, Port Harcourt cities.

MTN is placing a big bet on Nigeria where it has over 
61 million subscribers (NCC data). It has invested N18 
billion to acquire the 2.6GHz spectrum and has started 
the process of listing MTN Nigeria on the Nigerian 
Stock Exchange. This is an interesting development 
seeing how the Nigerian government visited the re-
cord-setting fine of $5.2 billion on the telco in Q4 2015.

Nigeria is advancing rapidly, with the rest of the 
world, into the IoT era where everything from cars to 
rice cookers will be connected to the internet. Robust 
data connection will power that shift. With intentional 
advancements like the MTN data offerings, it means 
Nigeria is taking sure steps in the right direction.

sets off a vicious circle of sorts: the more problem SMEs 
solve quickly, the more creative they get at solving the 
problems, the more market they are able to access, and 
the more talent they need to maintain their processes.

Faster and Easier e-banking Products
With the advent of MTN Y’ello Mobile banking 

platform with Diamond bank, MTN has shown the 
endless possibilities in creating products that help 
achieve a smarter lifestyle. MTN 4G LTE will enable 
higher productivity in mobile banking experience 
on the 4G LTE network across all connected parties. 
Transactions will not only be faster but more reliable.

Much like EE did in the UK back in 2010, MTN is 
pushing the envelope the farthest in Nigeria. Keeping 
with the Rugby analogy, the telco will push the ball 
over the line with their impending 4G LTE launch.

The test run- launch begins in another week or so 
and when it does, MTN would be the first major telco 
to offer the service in Nigeria.

MTN’s 4G LTE roll-out has been in the works for at 
least three years and as well been the topic of tech bar 
talks for just as long.

First, in 2013, MTN Nigeria partnered with Alcatel-
Lucent to transform its network from TDMA technol-
ogy to an IP-network based on High Leverage Network 
architecture. Later in the same year, it began testing 
LTE networks across the country and after it won the 
bid for the 2.6Ghz spectrum thrown open by the NCC, 
all was set for MTN’s LTE plans to float.

All these moves increased the murmurings around 
MTN’s 4G plans. The company said it was also plan-
ning to deploy FDD networks in addition to its existing 
WIMAX over TDD networks, to ensure for greater 
consistency with existing 2G and 3G deployments.

Ferdi Moolman, CEO, MTN Nigeria, said with the 
2.6 GHz band, the company will roll out immediately 
to provide the full range of LTE services to Nigerians, 
empowering Nigeria with the latest mobile broadband 
technology.

What is 4G LTE anyway?
The term 4G LTE is really two terms. 4G means the 

fourth generation of data technology for cellular net-
works ̶  following 3G. LTE stands for Long Term Evolu-
tion and is short for a technical process for high-speed 
data for phones and other mobile devices. Together, 
they make 4G LTE.
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Gonorrhea
G

onorrhea  is a s exually 
transmitted disease (STD). 
It’s caused by infection with 
the bacterium  Neisseria 
gonorrhoeae. It tends to 

infect warm, moist areas of the body, 
including the: urethra (the tube that 
drains urine from the urinary bladder), 
eyes, throat, vagina, anus and female 
reproductive tract (the fallopian tubes, 
cervix, and uterus)

Gonorrhea passes from person to 
person through unprotected oral, anal, 
or vaginal sex. People with numerous 
sexual partners or those who don’t 
use a condom are at greatest risk of 
infection. The best protections against 
infection are abstinence, monogamy 
(sex with only one partner), and proper 
condom usage. Behaviors that make a 
person more likely to engage in unpro-
tected sex also increase the likelihood 
of infection. These behaviors include 
alcohol abuse and illegal drug abuse, 
particularly intravenous drug use.

Symptoms of gonorrhoea
Symptoms usually occur within two 

to 14 days after exposure. However, 
some people infected with gonorrhea 
never develop noticeable symptoms. 
It’s important to remember that a per-
son with gonorrhea who doesn’t have 
symptoms, also called a nonsymptom-
atic carrier, is still contagious. A person 
is more likely to spread the infection to 
other partners when they don’t have 
noticeable symptoms.

Symptoms in men
Men may not develop noticeable 

symptoms for several weeks. Some men 
may never develop symptoms. 

Typically, the infection begins to 
show symptoms a week after its 
transmission. The first noticeable 
symptom in men is often a burning 
or painful sensation during urination. 
As it progresses, other symptoms may 
include: greater frequency or urgency 
of urination, a pus-like discharge (or 
drip) from the penis (white, yellow, 
beige, or greenish), swelling or redness 
at the opening of the penis, swelling 
or pain in the testicles and a persistent 
sore throat. The infection will stay in 
the body for a few weeks after the 
symptoms have been treated. In rare 
instances, gonorrhea can continue to 
cause damage to the body, specifically 
the urethra and testicles. Pain may also 
spread to the rectum. 

Symptoms in women
Many women don’t develop any 

overt symptoms of gonorrhea. When 
women do develop symptoms, they 
tend to be mild or similar to other in-
fections, making them more difficult 
to identify. Gonorrhea infections can 
appear much like common vaginal 
yeast or bacterial infections. Symptoms 
include: discharge from the vagina 
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(watery, creamy, or slightly green), pain 
or burning sensation while urinating, 
the need to urinate more frequently, 
heavier periods or spotting, sore throat, 
pain upon engaging in sexual inter-
course, sharp pain in the lower abdo-
men and fever.

Tests for gonorrhoea
Healthcare professionals can diag-

nose gonorrhea infection in several 
ways. They can take a sample of fluid 
from the symptomatic area with a swab 
(penis, vagina, rectum, or throat) and 
place it on a glass slide. If your doctor 
suspects a joint or blood infection, he 
or she will obtain the sample by draw-
ing blood or inserting a needle into the 
symptomatic joint to withdraw fluid.   
They will then add a stain to the sample 
and examine it under a microscope. 
If cells react to the stain, you most 
likely have a gonorrhea infection. This 
method is relatively quick and easy, but 
it doesn’t provide absolutely certainty. 
This test may also be completed by a 
lab technologist.

A second method involves taking the 
same type of sample and placing it on a 
special dish. This will be incubated un-
der ideal growth conditions for several 
days. A colony of gonorrhea bacteria 
will grow if gonorrhea is present. A 
preliminary result may be ready within 

24 hours. A final result will take up to 
three days. 

Complications of gonorrhoea
Women are at greater risk of long-

term complications from untreated 
infections. Untreated infection with 
gonorrhea in women may ascend up 
the female reproductive tract and 
involve the uterus, fallopian tubes, 
and ovaries. This condition is known 
as pelvic inflammatory disease (PID) 
and can cause severe and chronic pain 
and damage the female reproductive 
organs. PID can be caused by other 
sexually transmitted diseases as well. 
Women may also develop blocking or 
scarring of the fallopian tubes, which 
can prevent future pregnancy or cause 
ectopic pregnancy. An ectopic preg-
nancy is when a fertilized egg implants 
outside the uterus. Gonorrhea infection 
may pass to a newborn infant during 
delivery.  Men may experience scarring 
of the urethra. Men may also develop 
a painful abscess in the interior of the 
penis. The infection can cause reduced 
fertility or sterility. When gonorrhea 
infection spreads to the bloodstream, 
both men and women can experience 
arthritis, heart valve damage, or in-
flammation of the lining of the brain or 
spinal cord. These are rare but serious 
conditions.

Treatment of gonorrhoea
Modern antibiotics can cure most 

gonorrhea infections. Most states also 
provide free diagnosis and treatment at 
state-sponsored health clinics. 

At home and over-the-counter 
remedies

There are no at-home remedies or 
over-the-counter medications that will 
treat an infection with gonorrhea. If 
you suspect that you have gonorrhea, 
you should seek care from a healthcare 
professional.

Antibiotics
Gonorrhea is usually treated with an 

antibiotic injection of Ceftriaxone one 
time to the buttocks or a single dose of 
Azithromycin by mouth. Once on an-
tibiotics, you should feel relief within 
days. The law requires healthcare 
professionals to report the infection, 
usually to the county public health 
department. Public health officials will 
identify, contact, test, and treat any 
sexual partners of the affected person 
to help prevent the spread of the infec-
tion. Health officials will also contact 
other people these individuals may 
have had sexual contact with.

-Dale Kiefer and Justin Sarachik
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1,150 benefit from free eye-surgery in Lagos 

F
ree eye surgeries 
intended for 1,400 
less  priv i lege d 
Nigerians which 
started on Septem-

ber 8, ended on Friday with 
a 1,150 achievement in com-
pleted surgeries, preventing 
further damage to eyes, 
piling treatment costs and 
possible blindness.

The free cataract surger-
ies valued at an average cost 
of N300, 000 per person 
have saved 1,150 less privi-
leged Nigerians the sum of 
N345 million which would 
have been difficult, if not 
impossible for many of them 
to raise.

The surgeries were con-
ducted by the Rotary club 
of Lagos, Palm grove es-
tate, at the Lagos Island 
General Hospital, and now 
in its tenth year, with the 
support of Indo Eye Care 
Foundation, rotary club, 
Lagos Island, and Rotary 
Eye Institute as technical 
partners.

“In the last ten years, 
we have treated more than 
100,000 people in Nigeria, 
out of this number, about 
18,000 people have under-
gone free eye surgeries, 

Foundation to create awareness, raise funds, for children living with cancer 

S
e p t e m b e r 
i s  C h i l d -
hood Cancer 
A w a r e n e s s 
Month, a time 

to honour and remem-
ber children and fami-
lies affected by these 
rare diseases, and help 
rally support to give 
kids with cancer better 
outcomes by support-
ing our groundbreak-
ing research.

During the month 
of September, 25,000 
families around the 
world will get the hor-
rible news that their 
child or teen has can-
cer. 6,667 families will 
experience the loss of 
a child. More children 
are being diagnosed 
with canc er to day 
than ever before. Let’s 
change that.

The causes of pe-
diatric cancer are still 
largely unknown, and 
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CALEB OJEWALE especially for cataract,” said 
Yogish Naik, Secretary, Ro-
tary Eye Institute.

He noted the achieve-
ment with the present batch 
of eye surgeries which has 
seen 1150 beneficiaries fo-
cused on free eye surgeries 
for children on its last day.

Naik also told Business-
Day that tests conducted 
on prospective patients re-
vealed there were lots of 
hypertensive people, and 
those with high sugar levels, 
in as much as 50 percent of 
patients.

The need to deepen ac-
cess of more less privileged 
Nigerians to the required 
(eye) treatment has culmi-
nated in plans to build an 
ultra modern hospital in 
Lagos where 36,000 free eye 
surgeries are expected to be 
carried out every year. The 
hospital is a collaborative 
effort between Indo Eye 
Care foundation, Rotary 
International, Rotary club 
Palmgroove, Rotary club; 
Lagos Island, with Rotary 
Eye Institute as technical 
partners.

“Government has ap-
proved the land, near the 
Airport, we have started 
construction and in one 
and half year, we will com-

plete the project and begin 
operations,” Naik told Busi-
nessDay

Deep Mirani, Trustee, 
Hindu Mandir Foundation 
(Indo Eye Care Foundation 
Nigeria) said after 2-3 years 
of running the project, it 
was realised that bring-
ing 18people from India 
every year for the free eye 
surgeries was becoming 
increasingly expensive and 
burdening for the Indian 
community, necessitating 
the need for a hospital. This 

also included drugs, dispos-
ables, and other equipment 
used for the surgery which 
are all brought from India 

Mirani allayed the fears 
of private hospitals who 
consider the initiative as a 
competition to their busi-
nesses, saying “their crowd 
is different from ours; the 
people we are treating will 
never step in their hospitals 
because they cannot afford 
to pay N300, 000 or more 
for surgery. 

“We are not your com-
petitors; we are only sup-

plementing government 
effort to support those (poor) 
people who government 
cannot handle,” said Mirani.

For Naik, he described 
it “as a totally charitable 
project for the Nigerian 
community.”

He added doing 1,000 
surgeries at a go as pres-
ently done, is considered 
extremely little consider-
ing Nigeria’s population, 
necessitating the need for a 
hospital solely dedicated to 
the purpose, and poised to 
achieve more results.

A 2013 study by Jose-
phine Ubah, Micheline 
Isawumi, and Caroline Ad-
eoti, titled; Barriers to Up-
take of Cataract Surgery: An 
Eye Camp Account, noted 
that about 17.6m are blind 
from cataract globally. In 
Nigeria about 486,000 Nige-
rians were estimated blind 
with a prevalence of about 
1.8 percent.

Cataract operation re-
mains the only and very 
good option for treatment 
of cataract blindness. Over 
the years, new innovations 
have come up to restore the 
vision to even better levels 
compared to the pre morbid 
state. This applies to those 
with refractive errors prior 
to development of cataract. 
It has been observed that 
prevalence of cataract still 
remains high, especially in 
developing countries. Fac-
tors preventing people from 
assessing sight restoration 
services remain a challenge 
to the eye care delivery. This 
indirectly may have adverse 
effect on the earning power 
of the individual as well as 
the person taking care of 
him or her, and the society 
as a whole. This is especially 
applicable to those who are 
bilaterally blind.  

KEMI AJUMOBI

though new discover-
ies are resulting in new 
treatments, this heart-
breaking disease con-
tinues to scar families 
and communities in 
ways that may never 
fully heal.

To this  end,  the 
maiden edition of the 
Daivyan Children Can-

cer Foundation annual 
Charity Fund raising 
event has been slated 
for October 7, 2016 
with the theme ‘Gold 
Challenge/Love of a 
Child Concert’. 

According to the 
c o ordinator of the 
foundation, Matilda 

Obiajunwa, “this is in 
c ommemoration of 
the Children Cancer 
Awareness month, 
which is currently 
being observed this 
month of September”.

According to her, 
“the Foundation is an 
NGO created to pro-
vide different forms 

of supp ort to chil-
dren battling cancer 
and their care givers. 
As part of its objec-
tives, the Foundation 
has been involved in 
awareness activities 
aimed at enlightening 
the general public on 
the scourge, as well 
as calling attention to 
the increasing cases, 
of childhood cancer in 
our society”.  

The high point of 
the event is the seg-
ment dedicated to raise 
funds for selected chil-
dren currently under-
going various stages of 
cancer treatment, just 
as interested members 
of the public are en-
couraged to contribute 
their token towards 
the support of children 
battling cancer.  The 
event is scheduled to 
hold at the University 
of Lagos Sports Centre 
Main Bowl, and starts 

at 9 am.
She added that “the 

Foundation also aims 
to attract the atten-
tion of all stakeholders 
to join in the call for 
intervention that will 
promote early detec-
tion of this disease in 
its different forms in 
children who are vic-
tims”.

This year’s event, 
s h e  e x p l a i n e d ,  i s 
planned to bring to-
gether over 600 stu-
dents from about 23 
schools across Lagos, 
participating in mini 
sporting events along-
side musical and other 
forms of entertain-
ment from celebrity 
Artistes. The Founda-
tion Ambassadors in 
the persons of Yaw, 
Iyabo Ojo, Julius Agwu, 
Omowunmi Dada and 
Mabel Makun are also 
expected to be in at-
tendance.

. . . 36, 000 Nigerians to benefit from free eye surgeries annually
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F
ormer Nigeria 
international, 
Wahidi Akan-
ni, is confident 
t h a t  S u p e r 

Eagles will defeat the 
Chipolopolo of Zambia 
even with the absence 
of Watford FC striker 
Odion Ighalo from the 
23-man squad for the 
2018 FIFA World Cup 
qualifier at the Nwana-
wasa Stadium in Ndola, 
October 9.

 Akanni said the 
team’s Technical Advis-
er, Gernot Rohr, had bet-
ter strikers to use in the 
all-important match.

 “ We understand 
that Ighalo is a dreadful 
striker, but the truth of 
the matter is we have 
so many talents in the 
team. We have other 
quality strikers.

 “They can fill  in 
whenever the ne e d 
arises; I really don’t 
foresee any problem 
here. I have confidence 
in what this squad can 
do; we really need this 
qualification. 

“I urge the players to 
stay focused and play 
as a team. It is very im-
portant that we get the 
much needed points, 
for us to qualify for the 
World Cup,’’ he said. 
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Eagles can still fly without Ighalo – Akanni

Recession affecting Nigerian League  - Omakaro

The Super Eagles and 
Watford FC of England 
forward, Ighalo, was 
excluded from the list to 
enable him to attend his 
father’s burial, sched-
uled for Oct. 8.

 Ighalo scored 17 goals 
in 42 appearances last 
season in the English 
Premier League.

 Meanwhile, the list 
released includes the 

names of team captain 
Mikel Obi and his As-
sistant Ahmed Musa.

 Full list of invited 
players:

 Goalkeepers: Carl 
Ikeme (Wolverhamp-
ton Wanderers, Eng-
land); Emmanuel Daniel 
(Rangers); Ikechukwu 
Ezenwa (FC Ifeany-
iUbah).

 Defenders :  Le on 

gium), Kingsley Madu 
(SV Zulte Waregem, 
Belgium).

 Midfielders: Mikel 
Obi (Chelsea FC, Eng-
land);  Ogenyi Onazi 
(Trabzonspor, Turkey); 
Wilfre d Ndidi (KRC 
Genk, Belgium); Nosa 
Igiebor (Maccabi Tel 
Aviv, Israel); Anderson 
Esiti (KAA Gent, Bel-
gium).

A
s the Nige-
ria Profes-
sional Foot-
ball League 

(NPFL) is gradually 
winding up, former 
Super Eagles player, 
Bright Omokaro, says 
the economic down-
turn has affected the 
competition.

 The former Super 
Eagles defender dis-
closed this in Lagos 
that football was busi-
ness.

 “The league can-
not run itself without 
funds, and the current 

sional; even if they do 
they believe there are 
more pressing issues 
that should be taken 
care of.

 “Until we get to 
a level whereby the 
league generates rev-
enue and it’s funded 
by corporate organisa-
tions and private indi-
viduals, we shouldn’t 
expect miracle from 
the players.

 “When they are 
being owed backlogs 
of salaries, they can’t 
give much commit-
ment to the game.

 “Because just like 
everyone else, they 
have bills to pay and 
their families depend 
on them,’’ Omokaro 
said.

 He, however, com-
mended the players 
for their endurance 
and urged them to 
remain consistent.

 “The players are 
trying their best in 
a not so friendly en-
vironment, but they 
should stay focused, 
who knows whose 
watching,’’ the former 
defender said.

…as Rohr invites players for Zambia tie

Balogun (FSV Mainz 
05, Germany); William 
Paul Ekong (Haugesund 
FC, Norway); Kenneth 
Omeruo (Alanyaspor 
FC, Turkey); Jamiu Alimi 
(Kano Pillars); Abdul-
lahi Shehu (Anorthosis 
Famagusta, Cyprus); 
Musa Muhammed (Is-
tanbul Basaksehir, Tur-
key); Elderson Echiejile 
(Standard Liege, Bel-

 Forwards: Ahmed 
Musa (Leicester City, 
England); Kelechi Ihe-
anacho (Manchester 
City, England); Moses 
Simon (KAA Gent, Bel-
gium); Victor Moses 
(Chelsea FC, England); 
Isaac Success (Watford 
FC, England); Brown 
Ideye (Olympiacos FC, 
Greece); Alex Iwobi (Ar-
senal FC, England).

hardship in the coun-
try now is not making 
things easy, so, there 
is not much to do to 
improve the lot of the 

players.
 “As it is in this part 

of the world, govern-
ments fund sports, so 
if governments can’t 

pay salaries of civil 
servants, how will 
they pay footballers? 

“They don’t see 
footballers as profes-
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Chi Limited: Supporting youth development initiatives throw sports

A
s part of efforts to en-
gage with a critical seg-
ment of its consum-
ers as well as support 
youth development 

initiatives, the management of Chi 
Limited recently partnered with 
King Jaja Hall of Residence in the 
University of Lagos to celebrate 
its Hall week. This partnership is 
coming just a few weeks after the 
company’s support for University of 
Lagos Marine football club and the 
Lagos State Principal’s Cup, which 
is renowned to be one of the biggest 
grassroot football competitions in 
Nigeria.

 Commissioned in 1974, King 
Jaja hall is the most famous and 
prestigious hall of the University 
and is home to over 1000 students. 
Its hall week activities are annual 
events that round up the session, 
easing off academic stress and giv-
ing opportunities to hall residents to 
showcase their talents and socialize 
with one another through various 
extracurricular activities.

 Chi Limited, through this part-
nership, seeks to bring the brand 
truth of Chivita 100% to life. The 
brand successfully achieved this 
through direct interaction with 
the students who are full of vitality 
and are largely health conscious. 
They were excited that the brand 
is made from 100% pure fruit juice, 
which contains No Added Sugar, No 
Preservative and No Added Colours. 
As an undisputed market leader 
and consumer-driven company 
noted for high quality and innova-
tive product offerings that excite 
and exceed consumers’ expecta-
tions, Chi Limited desires to make 
positive contributions to the lives 
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Spanish court reopens fraud investigation against Neymar

S
pain’s High 
Court said it 
had reopened 
a fraud and 
c o r r u p t i o n 

investigation into 
Brazilian soccer play-
er Neymar over his 
transfer to Barcelona 
from Santos, after an 
appeal by the public 
prosecutor.

 A High Court judge 
had initially dropped 
the charges in July 
against Neymar and 
his father-cum-agent 
Neymar Da Silva San-
tos, as well as against 
former Barc elona 
president Sandro Ros-
sell and ex-Santos 
president Odilio Ro-
drigues.

 Both Brazilian club 

of consumers
 Chairman, King Jaja Hall, Taiwo 

Ibrahim Abiola, thanked the man-
agement of Chi Limited for coming 
on board to add excitement to this 
year’s hall week.  “For a company 
with a reputation for supporting 
youth development initiatives 
across Nigeria, the partnership with 
King Jaja Hall by Chi Limited to 
celebrate our weeklong activities 
comes as no surprise. Chivita 100% 
fruit juice is already hugely popular 
amongst the youths on this campus 
because it is a 100% fruit juice and 
contains No Added Sugar, No Pre-
servative and No Added Colours. It 

is also refreshing, nourishing, and 
in affordable packs”

According to Chi Limited’s Man-
aging Director, Deepanjan Roy, 
“Our youths are key to our future 
and we need to do everything we 
can to help them achieve their full 
potential so that they in turn can 
do their own bit to help shape and 
share in our future success. For us 
at Chi Limited, we shall continue 
to offer the best there is in fruit 
juices, dairy products and snacks for 
their wellbeing whilst supporting 
positive initiatives to ensure an all-
round development for the youths”

 Chi Limited, producer of leading 

household brands such as Chivita 
100%, Chivita Active, Happy Hour 
by Chivita, Chi Exotic, Chi Ice Tea, 
Capri Sonne, Hollandia Yoghurt, 
Hollandia Evaporated Milk, Hol-
landia Soya Milk, Beefie, Super-
Bite and others is one of the most 
admired companies in the Food & 
Beverages industry in Nigeria. It 
offers products that are themselves 
benchmarks in their respective cat-
egories of Juice, Dairy and Snacks. 
Today, it remains the undisputed 
market leader in fruit juices, drink-
ing yoghurt; beverages and value 
added dairy products in Nigeria.

Santos and Barcelo-
na have come under 
fire for the way the 
transfer was handled 
in 2013, with several 
investigations carried 

out in both countries 
into whether any 
part of Neymar’s fee 
had been concealed.
Barcelona agreed in 
June to pay a 5.5-mil-

lion-euro (4.77 million 
pounds) fine to Span-
ish authorities to set-
tle the case and said 
it recognised errors 
in its tax treatment of 

Neymar’s signing for 
the fiscal years of 2011 
and 2013.

 Neymar, who has 
extended his contract 
with Barcelona un-
til 2021, has denied 

any wrongdoing in 
the matter. The case 
emerged after vari-
ous complaints over 
the transfer price paid 
by Barcelona to sign 
Neymar.

 A Brazilian invest-
ment group, which 
owned part of the 
p l a y e r ’ s  t ra n s f e r 
rights said that it had 
received less money 
than it was entitled 
to as Barcelona, con-
cealed the fee. The 
High Court said in 
its written ruling on 
Friday that after re-
viewing the case and 
the decision to drop it, 
it believed there was 
evidence that possible 
crimes had been com-
mitted.
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A self-help model of development (4)

(They chop, let them chop)
(Ask not what your government can do for you; 
think what you can do for yourselves)

H
uman life is a rose: startling in its 
beauty, stunning in its fragrance, 
prickly to the touch. 

The thorn is part of the rose. 
You can’t have the rose without its 

thorns; but you must learn to handle it delicately 
and with care.

The challenge is to bring the village and its 
(willing and unwilling) occupants fully into the 
21st century by bringing to them the things that 
define the good life in this modern age, while 
reducing as much as possible the bad things. 

The cities, too, require transformation. 
However, our self-help model begins with the 
villages.

How is the transformation of the villages to be 
achieved? How will it be financed? And what is 
the role of the Town Unions/Village Development 
Associations?

We begin with the proposition that every village 
or village- cluster in this century should have, at a 
minimum, the following:

•	 comfortable	income	for	villagers	earned	
from working in agricultural or manufacturing 
industries within the catchment area 

•	 farmlands	 cleared	 of	 shrubbery	 to	
enable machine-ploughing

•	 farmlands	 segmented	 by	 borehole-
fed canals to facilitate differential irrigation for 
growing different classes of crops

•	 a	water	supply	system	fed	from	a	large,	
protected man-made lake/reservoir filled from 
deep-sunk boreholes

•	 non-stop	electricity	from	solar	panels	by	

day, gas turbines or inverter & batteries by night 
for indoor/outdoor lighting, refrigeration, cooling

•	 a	well	stocked	reading/lending	central	
library with branches  

•	 computer	labs	with	technicians
•	 well	 equipped	 and	 staffed	 primary	

schools 
•	 well	 equipped	and	 staffed	 secondary	

technical schools/skills acquisition centers
•	 adult	education	center	for	teaching	of:
(a) language/literacy: reading, writing, 

speaking of the local language and English. Also 
the Wa-Zo-Bia languages & French

(b) world geography: countries & cultures; 
their modern achievements

(c) history of the world, of Africa, of Nigeria
•	 a	well	equipped	and	staffed	hospital
•	 several	well	equipped	and	staffed	clinics
•	 community	 health	 centres	 teaching	

modern hygiene and healthy eating habits to 
householders

•	 several	well	stocked	pharmacies
•	 reconstruct	the	numerous	open	spaces/

plazas/playgrounds & public squares (onu-mkpu 
and ogo) which were an integral part of the 
structure & design of the traditional village

•	 indoor	auditoriums	&	events	halls
•	 modern	 detached	 dwelling	 houses,	

attached terrace houses, blocks of flats with 
internal plumbing/running water 

•	 underground	pipe	drainage	system	(no	
open gutters)

•	 underground	central	 sewage	disposal	
system 

•	 network	 of	 underground	 pipes	 to	
distribute water from  overhead water tower/tank 
to designated public water collection points as well 
as individual homes

•	 well	laid	out/lighted	streets	with	solid,	
durable surfacing

•	 roads	to	carry	low	to	medium	weight	and	
volume of vehicular traffic must include two layers 
of compacted aggregate (cracked rock, pebbles, 
gravel), laterite (red earth), and tar

Now, how is this “rural paradise” to be 
financed? Through the customary community-
obligatory self-help levy system utilized by the 
Town Unions/Village Development Associations—
but now updated, expanded and fully explained 
so that every villager wherever resident can 
understand its short- and long-term goals 
and methods, identify with it, and voluntarily 
participate in it. It requires political education of 
the profoundest sort. 

Every village/village-cluster comprises 
four population centers/groups: (a) the Home 
Branch—those residing/earning their living in the 
village (peasants); (b) the Township Folk—school 
teachers, petty traders, artisans, clerks, etc. (urban 
under-class/lower middle class); (c) the Men 
of Affairs—merchants, “businessmen/women,” 

senior civil servants, doctors, lawyers, engineers, 
university lecturers, other urban professionals 
(middle/upper classes); (d) the Expatriate 
Villagers—those living abroad in USA, UK, EU, 
India, China, etc. (diaspora, mostly middle class). 

All four population groups maintain an 
intimate, emotional  stake with the village. 
They own and maintain a modern house or 
mansion there. They and their family visit 
several times a year. They plan to be buried 
there.  All must therefore be involved in the 
planning and financing of the modernization and 
industrialization of the village.

The “development levy” is “from each 
according to his/her ability.” Every adult is 
grouped with persons of approximately equal 
financial ability, and the contribution decided 
for each income group is agreed by them and 
by the other groups as equitable, comfortable, 
do-able and just. The regularity and consistency 
of contribution is far more important than the 
amount—therefore it is essential that the amount 
be comfortable for members of that income group. 

Contributions could be, say, N50 a day or N100 
a day, N500 a day, N1000 a day, etc.—payable daily, 
weekly or monthly as may be agreed. “High net 
worth individuals” (the wealthy) are encouraged 
to contribute in the millions. Individuals or groups 
of them could offer to “match” a certain level of 
contribution, or join hands to finance particular 
projects from the lengthy list, with their names 
inscribed on the project. 

Do the arithmetic, dear Reader; play with the 
figures—and surprise yourself. E.g.: 

•	 N100	a	day	x	365	days	a	year	x	10,000	
persons	=N365	million/year.	

•	 N300	a	day	x	365	days	a	year	x	10,000	
persons =N1.1 billion/year. 

•	 N500	x	365	x	10,000	=	N1.8	billion/year.		
•	 N1,000	x	365	x	10,000	=	N3.65	billion/

year. 
Many village-clusters will have more than 

10,000 persons, some paying more, some less. But 
whatever the totals, if the cash itself is insufficient, 
most banks seeing such monies rolling in by the 
week or month will grant a loan. Many smart 
investors, domestic and foreign, will bring their 
resources and reap bountiful dividends.

As with the villages, so with the cities.
Every Nigerian village (and city) is sitting 

on a pot of money without knowing it. There is 
nothing you cannot do. No project you cannot 
undertake and complete. You can build two 
Niger Bridges and ignore the government players 
altogether. You can construct a modern industrial 
enclave to rival Asia’s Four Tigers within ten years. 
This is “People Power” in the deepest sense. This 
is 21st century grassroots self-help “development.”

•	 Concluded
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Week
Quotes of the

From the early viruses, created as experiments 
in the eighties, to the latest malicious code, one 
of the biggest worries for all computer users is 
the threat of viruses entering their systems.

To prevent viruses from entering a system 
there are basically just two options. The first of 
these is to place the computer in a protective 
‘bubble’. This in practice means isolating the 
machine; disconnecting it from the Internet or 
any other network, not using any floppy disks, 
CD-ROMs or any other removable disks. This 
way you can be sure that no virus will get into 
your computer. You can also be sure that no 
information will enter the computer, unless it 
is typed in through the keyboard. So you may 
have a fantastic computer, the perfect data pro-
cessing machine…but with no data to process. 
If you’re happy with that, your computer will 
be about as much use as a microwave oven.

The second option is to install an antivirus 
program. These are designed to give you the 
peace of mind that no malicious code can enter 
your PC. But how do they do it? How does the 
program let you install a game, but prevent a 
virus from copying itself to disk? Well, this is 
how it works….

An antivirus program is no more than a 
system for analyzing information and then, if 
it finds that something is infected, it disinfects 
it. The information is analyzed (or scanned) in 
different ways depending on where it comes 
from. An antivirus will operate differently 
when monitoring floppy disk operations than 
when monitoring e-mail traffic or movements 
over a LAN. The principal is the same but there 
are subtle differences.

Blogs
From the 

“For crying out loud, the Presidential Fleet which 
the present regime promised to reduce the number 
of aircrafts that was being maintained by the former 
regime is still intact in spite of the humongous costs 
it takes to maintain them, yet it is the poor that must 
pay to maintain the fleet that has been argued to 
be the most expensive to maintain in Africa. Debo 
Adeniran, Executive Chairman, Coalition Against 
Corrupt Leaders (CACOL).
 
“We urge you to support the diversification efforts 
of the Federal Government by deploying ICT into 
agriculture and mining. These areas are largely 
untapped and we have a comparative economic 
advantage therein. Your assistance in these two 
sectors can help Nigeria generate additional revenue 
needed to re-inflate the economy”. Chris Ngige, the 
Minister of Labour and Employment.
 
“Amputation is a very difficult decision for the 
surgeon to make. And unfortunately, even up till 
now, most of the cases that end up in amputation are 
largely preventable. At the time the doctor decides 
to amputate is to save the patient’s life at the expense 
of the limb. You have to decide which is important, 
allowed him to die with the leg intact or lose the leg 
and keep the patient alive”. Dr. Olurotimi Odunubi, 
medical director, National Orthopedic Hospital, 
Igbobi, Lagos State. 

Numbers
N350bn
The Federal Government in a bid to stimulate eco-
nomic activities says it is releasing additional N350bn 
for capital projects captured in the 2016 budget.

$118m
Tokyo authorities have imposed a back tax of $118 
million on an Apple subsidiary over money transfers 
to Ireland, reports said Friday, as the IT giant’s tax 
payments come under global scrutiny.
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