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Dates for your Diary 

September Coffee Morning Friday 7th @ 10 am  

We invite you all to a café style coffee morning where we will provide a great atmosphere and a 

chance for people to meet and share ideas.  We also want to show you a draft for the 25th 

anniversary we will be celebrating and welcome your creative ideas.  This will be a fun and very 

social coffee morning – don’t miss it !! 

October Coffee Morning Friday 5th @ 10am in the Uniting Church Hall will be our AGM 

Agenda and Voting Slips included with this (September) newsletter 

- - - - - November Coffee Morning will be held in the Anglican Church Hall - - - - - 

~ ~ oOo ~ ~ 

Napoleon and Empire at the NGV Thursday 13th September 

Day trip and tour organised by Castlemaine Art Gallery. 

Cost $65pp 

If interested please contact the Gallery for bookings.  

 

~ ~ oOo ~ ~ 

Visit to Bendigo gardens with Bendigo U3A Friday 14th September 

We will share drive to visit 3 gardens from 10am until 12.30 pm (approx).  Morning tea provided but 

bring your own lunch, cup/mug and a chair.  Visit to Mandurang Nursery (optional) after lunch.  Put 

your name down on the sheet in the office or book in at coffee morning with Sally – There are 5 

places left for those wanting to join this excursion.  Those who have already indicated their interest 

please confirm you are going and also if you have any special dietary requirements e.g. Gluten Free 

10am to 11am (approx.) M/Tea @ 5 Edwina Court, Spring Gully 

11am to 12.15pm (approx.) 14 Georgina Court, Spring Gully 

12.30pm onwards, (lunch) 10 Clearing Court, Mandurang 

Goldfields Revegetation Nursery and Wildflower Farm, 230 Tannery Lane, Mandurang. 

Car pooling is strongly suggested. 

 

~ ~ oOo ~ ~ 
Grampians Visit Friday 5th to Sunday 7th October 

Seniors Week 7th – 14th October 

Visit to Castlemaine by Stonnington Orchestra on Sunday 18th November 

A second Film Festival at the Theatre Royal 9th, 10th and 11th of November  

 

Third ThoughtsThird ThoughtsThird ThoughtsThird Thoughts        

Castlemaine Inc (Est.Castlemaine Inc (Est.Castlemaine Inc (Est.Castlemaine Inc (Est.    1988)1988)1988)1988)    



2 

U3A OFFICE DETAILS 

The Office is at the Uniting Church Complex,  

Lyttleton Street, Castlemaine 

Office Hours are: 

Monday to Thursday 1.30 pm – 3.30 pm 

Phone:  5472 2249 

Website: www.u3acastlemaine.com 

 

Current 2012 Subscription Fee 

$40.00 + $10.00 for mailing of newsletter if required. 

Members joining after June 30 pay 50% of the 

subscription fee.  

PLEASE INFORM THE OFFICE 

OF ANY CHANGE IN YOUR 

CONTACT DETAILS  

 

Friday Coffee Morning Roster 

Please see lists of Volunteers 

on page 6 for details 

 

Coffee Mornings are held on the first 

Friday in the month at 10.00 am 

in the Uniting Church Hall 

 

Committee Meetings 

are held on the third 

Thursday in the month at 9.30 am 

in the Kindergarten Room,  

at the Uniting Church Complex. 

U3A Castlemaine’s information Web Site:  www.u3acastlemaine.com 

President Peter Stephens 5472 3904 u3acastlemainepresident@gmail.com 

Vice-President Beryl Leavesley 5472 3182 u3acastlemainevicepresident@gmail.com 

Secretary Betty Johnson 5472 3834 u3acastlemainesecretary@gmail.com 

Treasurer  Brian Richardson 5423 2526 bprbob@gmail.com    

Newsletter Editor Barbara Bunton 5472 3186 u3acastlemainenews@gmail.com 

Course Co-Ordinator Dick Mack 0411 244 103 u3acastlemainecourses@gmail.com 

Course Administrator Robyn Yeoman 0412 565 559 robyn.yeoman@gmail.com   

Past President Tom Comerford 5470 6230 tomchris@mmnet.com.au 

 

Committee Member Jenny Craig 0400 990 146 jennifer.craig3@bigpond.com 

Committee Member Lyn Hall 5472 2316 lynypoodle@gmail.com 

Committee Member Eva Haarburger 5472 3391 ehaarburger3450@gmail.com 

Committee Member Win Jodell 5472 3792 winj@tpg.com.au 

 

Office Manager George Gray 5472 5334 gngray43@sctelco.net.au  

Network Representative Sally Kaptein 5470 6340 walmer@castlemaine.net.au 

Membership Veronica Hurley 5472 1383 vkhurley@bigpond.com 

Computer Convenor Shane Doyle 5472 4017 shanefromcastlemaine@gmail.com 

 

ACMI  Representative Felicity Say 5472 1841 sayvf@castlemaine.net 

Cake Roster/Raffle Marie Twyford 5474 2739 mltwyford@gmail.com  

Caterer Jenni Rutherford          0402 776 194 

Coffee Supplies Lyn Hall 5472 2316 lynypoodle@gmail.com 

Celebrations/Tributes Barbara Robinson 5474 2121 arob@mmnet.com.au 

Property Hans van Gemert 5472 1082 elouera3@bigpond.com   

Trading Table: Marie Twyford/ 5474 2739 mltwyford@gmail.com   

 Audrey Richardson/ 5472 3867 keithaud@chewton.vicmail.net 

 Harvey Jacka 5470 5079 sharval@dodo.com.au 

 

Website Manager Bruce Carruthers 5472 3900 bruce@keepingitsimple.com.au 

 

 

Office  P.O. Box 792 5472 2249 u3acastlemaine@gmail.com  

Octopus Castlemaine 5472 1147 octopus@mmnet.com. 

      

 

 

Deadline for the October 2012 Newsletter is 3pm Monday 24th September 
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From the President 

Under our constitution each Committee member must stand for re-election at the Annual General 

Meeting and the four executive positions - President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer - have 

a maximum tenure of three years.  Some U3As either by design or because of small membership do 

not have this limitation. 

 

Our model, in my opinion, is a wise one.  It allows for the gradual introduction of different ideas and 

ways of working which helps to achieve a balance between the aspirations and needs of newer and 

younger members and the practices and traditions cherished by older members. 

Our U3A has a large and talented pool of members. Importantly, the number of members who have 

joined in the last two years is large.  Generally speaking these members are younger than the 

existing membership and recently retired from work.  Hopefully they are more conversant with newer 

methods and technologies.  I am hoping that some within this group will volunteer for the vacancies 

that arise at our Annual General Meeting in October.  We need a President, Secretary, Newsletter 

Editor and one or two Committee members.  Apart from these “must haves” we need an assistant to 

our Treasurer and George Gray would always welcome more office volunteers.  Our working groups 

would make you feel at home very quickly.  If you are interested speak to me or any other Committee 

member now or come along to our September coffee morning where I will be happy to spend some 

time with you after the meeting. 

 

Committee Meeting 

At its August meeting the Committee was briefed by Dick Mack about a concert to be given by 

Stonnington Orchestra in November, here in Castlemaine.  You will learn more about this soon.  It 

also approved: 

   • a publicity brochure to be ready for Seniors Week 

 • a proposed member survey on the effectiveness of our communications 

 • a Calendar of Events for the remainder of 2012 and early 2013 and 

 • the time, date, place and business of our AGM. 

 

Position Vacant - Presidents Role 

The President is the leader and public face of U3A Castlemaine.   

The role to an extent is what you want it to be.  In terms of actual workload I have divided it up into 

things that I think are essential and those that can be delegated. 

 Must dos are:  

 Chair the Committee meetings including helping to shape the agenda and the debate and 

following up action items to ensure we do what we commit to do.   

 Build good working relationships with and between Committee members. 

 Being available to encourage and support the Committee, our volunteers and individual 

members. 

 Attend Coffee mornings. 

 Some liaison with the U3A Network, regional U3As and local community groups 

 Preferable but not strictly necessary: 

 Convene or be a member of some Committee working groups. 

 Preside at Coffee mornings (this role could be rotated between a small group of volunteers) but 

the president must control the agenda and be present to answer questions if necessary. 

 Write a monthly report for the newsletter (a small number of volunteers might be prepared to do 

this) but the President should control the message.  Also, some U3A and community liaison. 
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From the Course Co-ordinator 

There are a number of new or repeat courses beginning in the next few weeks: 

Christobel Comerford is repeating her popular Introduction to Human Genetics, commencing 5 

September for 4 sessions, 10 pm to 11.30 pm Wednesdays, in the Kindergarten Room, Uniting 

Church. 

Eileen Park and Judith Staudte are leading Introducing T. S. Eliot, for 6 sessions commencing 10 

September, 1.30 pm to 3.30 pm Mondays, in a private residence (details from the leaders). 

In a tie-in with the Castlemaine Art Gallery’s excursion to see the Napoleon exhibition at the NGV, 

Tom Comerford is leading a single session on The Bonaparte Family, on Tuesday 11 September, 

from 3.00 pm to 5.30 pm, at the Castlemaine Art Gallery. 

After a recess of several months Diana Collier is reviving her British Literature class, each week from 

10 am to 11.30 am, Wednesday, commencing 12 September at the U3A Office, Uniting Church Hall 

Janet Cropley is repeating the thought-provoking Understanding Your Local Council, from 1 pm to 3 

pm, for 6 Thursdays, commencing 13 September in the Uniting Church Hall. 

Karina de Wolf will be running another series of Mindfulness for Wellbeing, for four Wednesdays, 

commencing 3 October, from 12 noon to 1.00pm, at The Forge, Barker St. 

Fred van Amelsvoort is interested in leading two walking trips in Term 4, dates to be selected.  These 

will be the Capital City Trail, Southern Cross station to Rushall station (2 days), and the O’Keefe Rail 

Trail, Axedale to Bendigo (1 day).  If you are interested, please let us know. 

The Stonnington Symphony will be returning to Castlemaine on Sunday 18 November.  U3A 

Castlemaine is joining with them to promote the concert, and host a lecture on the orchestra and its 

music program, and a lunch prior to the concert.  Details will be provided in the next Newsletter. 

It is time to start thinking and planning for the 2013 program of classes.  Please give some thought to 

sharing your knowledge, skills and passion by offering to lead a course.  In the next few weeks, we 

will be calling for expressions of interest to conduct a course next year. 

If you are interested in any of the courses, call the office (5472 2249) or contact Dick Mack, Course 

Co-ordinator (0411 244 103 or u3acastlemainecourses@gmail.com). 

Dick Mack, Course Co-ordinator 

Robyn Yeoman, Course Administrator 

 

From the Secretary 

I am standing down from the Secretary position at the next elections in October.  So I am 
hoping 
one of our enthusiastic members will offer to take over the position. 
It is a great job on the Committee especially if you enjoy using your computer.  

• The busiest time is usually at the beginning of the year for the first 3 or 4 months when 
there will be “New Members Welcome Kits” sent out. 

•  Drawing up the monthly Agenda for the Committee meetings.  
• Collecting and sorting mail from the post box. 
• Checking all emails from the Secretary’s email address. 
• Filing documents in folders held at the Office 

So there you are – not all that onerous but it needs someone with a bit of time to spare.  
Here’s hoping a member will be willing to take on this role.  
I will certainly give that person all the help needed.                               ~ Betty Johnson 
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From the Editor  
I will be standing down at the October AGM and I will be going away with family, out of Victoria, until 
early November, then moving on to other areas of interest, so the time has come to hand on to the 
next “Third Thoughts” Editor.   
I will be very happy to give you the initial details to get you started, and there are many obliging 
helpers with the technical stuff, as was always willingly given to me.  Of course, to you who are 
familiar with editing and computers this will be a breeze.  You do not need to follow my style or any 
previous editor, in its composition.  I’m sure you will quickly find your own style. 
But I would like to thank you as members for all the positive acknowledgments of my efforts in 
putting your newsletters together.  Your comments were very much appreciated.  Also thank 
you to Bruce and to the many helpers and advisers who cheerfully saw me through my 
initiation.  The last two years producing your newsletter have been a most enjoyable 
experience. 
And so, here are the basics involved in your job: 
E-mail site for the newsletter is put on your computer. 
Copy comes to you on that site (or left in the office filing cabinet for you.) 
Deadline for copy is usually 12 days before the Coffee Morning, giving you a week to finish putting 
the newsletter together. 
When finished, it is transferred onto a USB for printing purposes. 
Send the finished newsletter as a PDF file via e-mail to Bruce Carruthers our web-site Manager. 
Veronica has the envelopes already addressed for you by this time. 
Printing of the newsletter is done on the Monday before the Friday Coffee Morning (with the USB on 
the office computer and photo-copier.)  Or in an emergency, taken to the Copy Centre in Lyttleton 
Street. 
Stapling, folding and posting is usually done this day (or Tuesday, depending on your time restraints) 
with a team of helpers of your choice. 
Distribution of newsletters around the town is done by Tuesday or Wednesday. 
The rest are held for the Friday Coffee Morning and any left over are then put in the stand in the 
office.  (One copy held for Office Archives.) 
Supply monthly newsletters to our Office Archives. 
You will also be required to attend the monthly Committee Meetings.                              ~ Barbara Bunton    
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~   

Something to make you laugh 
 

The boss wondered why one of his employees was absent one day but had not 
phoned in sick.  Needing to have an urgent problem with one of the main 
computers resolved, he dialled the employee’s home phone number and was 
greeted with a child’s whispered “hello”.   “Is your daddy home?” he asked. “Yes”  

whispered the small voice.  “May I talk with him?”  The child whispered “no”. 

Surprised and wanting to talk to an adult, the boss asked, “Is your mummy 
there?”  “Yes”.   “May I talk with her?”  Again the small voice whispered “no”.  Hoping 
there was somebody with whom he could leave a message, the boss asked, “Is 
anybody else there?”  “Yes”  whispered the child, “a policeman”. 

Wondering what a policeman would be doing at his employee’s home, the boss 
asked “May I speak with the policeman”.  “No, he’s busy”  whispered the child.  “Busy 
doing what?”  “Talking to mummy and daddy and the fireman”  came the whispered answer.  
Growing more worried as he heard a loud noise in the background through the 
phone, the boss asked, “What was that noise?”  “A helicopter”  answered the 
whispering voice.  “What is going on there?” demanded the boss, now truly 
apprehensive.  Again whispering, the child answered “the search team just landed a 

helicopter”.   Alarmed, concerned, and a little frustrated, the boss asked “What are 
they searching for?”  Still whispering, the young voice replied with a muffled 
giggle … “me”. 
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Say “Hello” and “Welcome” to these new U3A members 

 

  Sandra Atkins    Brian Fitzgerald        Glenys Mayer  

           Bernadette Ryan            Carol Woolcock 

 
   ~ ~ oOo ~ ~ 

   
SEPTEMBER 7th COFFEE MORNING VOLUNTEERS 

Betty Johnson  Jennie Owen     Mary Willis   Diana Collier 
Rosalind Gray  Wilf Savage                ????   ???? 
 

We have only three volunteers for October’s Morning Coffee 
and we need to keep the momentum going, so please, all you members out there who 
enjoy a cuppa and a chat with friends, see Lyn to add your name to the lists that are 

always on the cake raffle table.  Eight is a good working number.  A reminder will be in 
the newsletters.  

 
~ ~ oOo ~ ~ 

Have you seen the size of the new 2012/13 phone book? 
Quote:  Welcome to your new compact telephone book.  You will have noticed 

the new compact size of our Yellow Pages® and White Pages® book.  We’ve also 

improved the design and layout, so our new format is more user-friendly and more 

portable, while remaining the most useful business directory available.  Free magnifying 

aids can be ordered.  Call 1800 625 944 8am to 8pm (AEST Monday to Friday), or send 

an e-mail to magnifier@sensis.com.au 

So go to it members, you will definitely need to take advantage of 

this offer!!! 

 
~ ~ oOo ~ ~ 

 

 

WAGNER'S RING CYCLE                                 VIC  SAY   5472 1841 

 

September 28th – 5pm at Peter and Barry’s home:  Siegfried, the MetOpera DVD 
Bring something to share for a light meal break.  Note the change of week for this month. 
 
 
 
 
Please wear your name badges at all U3A events and classes so that we can all get to 

know each other as well as having your I.C.E. details on hand should they be needed 

in an emergency. 
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Letter from Lenore Letter from Lenore Letter from Lenore Letter from Lenore  

    ToToToTo all my friends at U3A.   all my friends at U3A.   all my friends at U3A.   all my friends at U3A.  Thank you for all of the notes, cards, Thank you for all of the notes, cards, Thank you for all of the notes, cards, Thank you for all of the notes, cards, 

phone calls and gifts.  Your love and support are greatly appreciated.  phone calls and gifts.  Your love and support are greatly appreciated.  phone calls and gifts.  Your love and support are greatly appreciated.  phone calls and gifts.  Your love and support are greatly appreciated.      

Rumour travels fast, but the facts are:Rumour travels fast, but the facts are:Rumour travels fast, but the facts are:Rumour travels fast, but the facts are:  that I was diagnosed a few   that I was diagnosed a few   that I was diagnosed a few   that I was diagnosed a few 

weeks ago with lung and liver cancer.  Due to multiweeks ago with lung and liver cancer.  Due to multiweeks ago with lung and liver cancer.  Due to multiweeks ago with lung and liver cancer.  Due to multiple complexities, ple complexities, ple complexities, ple complexities, 

treatment is not an option.  I have been moved into Palliative Care and my treatment is not an option.  I have been moved into Palliative Care and my treatment is not an option.  I have been moved into Palliative Care and my treatment is not an option.  I have been moved into Palliative Care and my 

prognosis, from the medical staff, is in terms of days and weeks, rather prognosis, from the medical staff, is in terms of days and weeks, rather prognosis, from the medical staff, is in terms of days and weeks, rather prognosis, from the medical staff, is in terms of days and weeks, rather 

than weeks and months.than weeks and months.than weeks and months.than weeks and months.    

I have many happy memories of times spent togetherI have many happy memories of times spent togetherI have many happy memories of times spent togetherI have many happy memories of times spent together    ....            

                                                                                                                                                                                Thanks againThanks againThanks againThanks again    

                                                    Best wishes to you allBest wishes to you allBest wishes to you allBest wishes to you all    

                                                                                                LenoreLenoreLenoreLenore    

> > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > > >   

A Post Script from your Editor:  Notes of encouragement and letters to Lenore can be sent to: 

Room 18, Marjorie Phillips Unit, Anne Caudle Centre, 100 Barnard Street, Bendigo, but 

family have requested please, no visitors. 

< < < < < < < < < < < < < < < < < < < < < < < < <  

A Heartfelt Thankyou ….. from Val Anderson  

To those U3A friends and volunteers who gave of their time so generously, following my 

knee surgery in July.  I could always depend on a friendly smiling face appearing at the 

back door saying, 

“How can I help today?”  

Having no family living close by this was so reassuring and I’m extremely grateful to 

them all.  Surely this epitomises what U3A is all about – “Adult learning in a supportive  

and friendly environment”.  The list of volunteers is quite short and it would be great if 

any of our new members felt that they could offer their services in this way.  I’m sure 

they will reap the rewards.  I hope to be able to add my name to the list once I’m back 

to former health. 
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Communication in U3A Castlemaine 

PLEASE GIVE US YOUR OPINION 
 

The Communication Working Group asks you to take a short time to complete the short 

Communication Survey which comes with your September newsletter.  

You can also complete the survey online on our website www.u3acastlemaine.com where 

you will find it on the NOTICE BOARD. 

The U3A Committee of Management aims to keep members up to date and involved.  With 

such a wide range of classes and activities, and so many members with different 

backgrounds and interests, GOOD COMMUNICATION is essential in a democratic 

organisation. 

It is appropriate that we check with members from time to time, on how effective our 

communication is. The Communication Working Group will analyse your responses to pass 

on to the Committee and, where practical, follow up on your suggestions. 

Our U3A, established nearly 25 years ago by a group of energetic Castlemaine and district 

retirees, has grown from that small enterprising group, to a current membership of about 400.  

It serves Mount Alexander Shire.  As it has grown, management of our organisation has 

become more complex and the administration has grown to keep up. 

We use three major ways to give information to our members – at Coffee Mornings, through 

our newsletter Third Thoughts, and on our excellent Website.  Please complete the Survey 

questions based on these three means of communication.   

We will let you know the results in a future newsletter. 

                                        ~ The Communication Working Group 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Barbara Bunton (newsletter editor) Julia and Joe Scoglio (special events committee) and Jenny Craig (publicity 

officer), of the Communication Working Group, put their heads together to create the Communication Survey 
which comes to you with the newsletter and on the website this month. They have also produced a new 

information brochure for U3A Castlemaine, which can be distributed at Seniors Week and at other venues 
around the town.  (Elizabeth Rider, who is convening the working group, took the photo.) 
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GONE PHISHING 

(A sad and sorry tale...) 

 

On 1st August, (happy birthday to all horses, but nothing to do with this story)... we were the unwilling 

recipients of a Phishing Scam.   Computer users have probably heard of this but it was the first time 

Bob and I had any real experience of the damage such a scam can do. 

 

Briefly, the scam that infected us worked like this: A trusted friend called Martin is sent an infected 

email from a known and trusted friend (who unknowingly has received it from another trusted friend).  

When Martin opens the email, it triggers a “propagation worm”.  The worm finds its way into the 

address of Bob and Marie, which is in Martin’s address book.  From Martin’s computer, the worm 

sends an infected email to Bob and Marie, who unknowingly open it.  Again, the worm finds its way 

into Bob & Marie’s address book and sends an infected email to all names in the address book (and 

so on and so on).  In this case, the subject line said “A private message from Bob Twyford” 

  

When Bob discovered what had happened, he immediately tried to send out warnings to all people in  

our Address Book.  He was unable to do so by hitting “All” – the computer would accept only “blocks 

of names”.  By the time he got to the “Rs” his computer refused to send out any more messages.  We 

made a few frantic phone calls and received some as well from recipients wondering what was going 

on.  The next day he tried again – the computer would only accept single names and after about an 

hour he was unable to send out any messages at all. 

 

Things went from bad to worse in the next 24 hours.  Suffice to say, we lost 75% of our Address Book 

contacts (we had hundreds).  We could not access our Hotmail email address at all, so there could 

have been many messages waiting for replies – we thought we would never know.  He lost many 

family history contacts (mainly from overseas) as well as work-related ones.  On a personal level, I 

lost all my email folders which contained information relating to U3A, CWA, UC etc etc.  

  

Trying to replace and inform address book contacts was extremely time-consuming and stressful, as 

you can imagine.  Knowing that there were messages we could not access made it more so. Trying a 

retrieval program via Microsoft had no results.  A friend who is an expert in such things, spent 

considerable time attempting to retrieve the lost Address Book etc to no avail.  He did, however, 

encourage Bob to keep on with the retrieval program.  Lo and behold, 10 days after all the drama 

began, Bob was able to access Hotmail and everything has now been “returned”. 

 

So… what have we learnt and how does one prevent such a thing from happening?  The first thing 

we did was change our password.  However, in this instance it was not our password that was the 

problem – the scam was already in the system.  Obviously we should not have opened the email; 

however, we knew the sender very well.  One can only try to be more vigilant.  We should have had 

separate email addresses and of course have our Address Book contacts in two different places.  We 

now have two separate email addresses (one for him and one for me), and have also printed off a 

hard copy of the Address Book. 

   

It is interesting to note that many recipients have told me that they attempted to open the email but 

could not – thank goodness!   It is also interesting to note that the recipients who were able to open  

the email all appear to be Hotmail “customers”.   Although Hotmail is very user-friendly, we have not 

continued with it.  There are many far more serious phishing “scams” than the one we experienced – 

just look at Wikipedia.  Happy emailing.                                                                            ~ Marie Twyford 
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APPLE  MAC                                    MIKE  SMITH  5470 6638                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ART & DRAWING                                                                        MARION  COOKE  5473 4050 

 

The course for “Portraits – Getting a Likeness” is full and we cannot accept any more potential 

participants, sorry to all those who had left it til the last minute to enrol. 

We will be starting a week earlier than previously advised in order to fit everything in before the 

Festival of Gardens begins and everyone is too busy doing other things.   

For the first session participants are requested to bring along a set of tonal conte crayons. 

With a bit of luck and dedication there will be some fine work done by our artists for the rest of U3A to 

enjoy and admire! 

 

ABORIGINAL  HISTORY         FELICITY  SAY   5472 1841 

 

SEPTEMBER 4th. 
For much of the 2nd half of the 20th Century, the name Charlie Perkins signified to many Australians, 
the Aboriginal voice of protest, whether it be for Land Rights, Self-Determination or simply a fair deal 
for Aborigines across the land.  Today we'll watch a documentary by the film director Ivan Sen on the 
life of the often controversial Aboriginal Leader, Charles Perkins. 
 
SEPTEMBER 18th. 
The Freedom Ride of 1965, in Australian terms, is usually associated, and rightly so, with the name of 
Charlie Perkins. This celebrated bus tour to several Northern towns of N.S.W. by a group of university 
students is considered by many to have marked the beginning of substantial European awareness of 
the problems of Aboriginal people. 
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AUSTRALIAN  HISTORY                GEOFF  WALKER  5470 6652 

In August we met in the historic Chewton Town Hall.  Ken McKimmie presented a visual 
study of the buildings in the Chewton area and the people who laboured to erect them in the 
gold rush days and in the years since.  Thank you Ken! 
  
In September at the first session, Monday 10th, at 2pm, Ailsa will tell us about the 
establishment and growth of Castlemaine’s banks.   At the second session, Monday 24th, at 
2pm, Keith will present the story of the Castlemaine Hospital, which has been located on 
several sites during the past 150 years.     Each session will be at the home of Geoff and 
Beth. 
 
 
 
 

BRITISH  LITERATURE                                      DIANA  COLLIER  5443 0137 

The last sessions (April Third Thoughts) outlined the immense changes in the late Middle 

Ages. Elizabethan and Jacobean periods affected by plague in redistribution of people and 

economic power, by travel, new science, education.   Language and literature reflect 

contemporary attitudes.  Allegory, irony, ambiguity were popular means to spread values 

alongside religious conventions.   Comedy/farce, education, politics and sensationalism, 

were common underlying themes. 

Drama, as elsewhere, began on the streets or back-yards of churches - open to all, 

(Moralities, Mysteries) and the townspeople (trades, guilds) were the actors.   For the 

literate/educated, the courtly dramas, ‘entertainments’ and pageants such as Spenser’s 

Faerie Queen (a metaphor for  Elizabeth and England), Marlowe, Shakespeare, Ben Jonson, 

Webster and lesser short novelists.  

Spenser’s Faerie Queen and the Moralities, and Mystery Cycles will be September’s topics.    

In October, Marlowe and Shakespeare will be the central focus for discussion.  

Location:  U3A Office   Wednesdays weekly 10.00 am preferred time, but afternoons may 

be an option.  

 

FRIDAY MORNING GARDEN GROUP 

SHIRLEY  CURNOW  5472 1729 

The August gathering did not eventuate because several folk were ill.  Several were in drier 

and warmer places, like Queensland, and anyway the day was very cold with steady rain. 

 In September, Friday 21st, we shall gather as usual at 10am in the UCA car park, before 

making our way to the home of Peggy Munro, who always has a lot to say and much to show 

us, about plants and her garden. 
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CRAFT OF WRITING                     ELIZABETH  RIDER  5470 6581 

In August both energetic writing classes, the Memoir Writing group and the Fiction Writers, enjoyed a 

stimulating day-long workshop with professional writer and teacher, Lee Koffman.  Lee focused on 

the skills of creating convincing character and dialogue. To engage the reader and drive a story 

forward, these are important elements in both good Memoir and Fiction.  

The workshop was subsidised by Writers Victoria. This is made possible as U3A Castlemaine has a 

non-profit organisation membership of Writers Victoria.  

The standard of the writing in both groups has come on by leaps and bounds since the start of the 

year.  Members are producing carefully written, intriguing writing and we give each other meaningful 

and constructive critiques.  

Even though in the last term of this year, Craft of Writing will be a six-week short fiction or essay 

class, the Memoir Class has decided it will continue to meet for the rest of the year.  

If there are any U3A members who would be prepared to lead a writing class next year, please 

consider getting in touch with Dick Mack, our course coordinator. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Buzzing with ideas after Lee Koffman's writing workshop in August were (left to right) Julia Scoglio; Ailsa 

Longmuir; Vivienne Robertson; Lee Koffman, the presenter; John Hart, Elizabeth Rider, Eileen Park, Monique 

Thomson, Judi Appleby, Robin Rebbechi, and in front, Katharina Rapp, Isabel Kelly and Gloria Meltzer.  The 
workshop, held in the historic Chewton Town Hall, was subsidised by Writers Victoria. 

 

MUSIC APPRECIATION                                                           BRUCE  BAUD   5472 4574 

 

The opening composer was W. A. Mozart with his Piano Concerto No 10. K365 in E Flat Major for two 
pianos, written in 1779.   He wrote it to play with his sister Maria Anna.  The Concerto is scored for 
the 2 pianos together with 2 oboes, 2 bassoons, 2 horns and strings.  The Piece is in 3 movements 
and departs from the usual solo piano concerto with dialogue between the 2 pianos as they exchange 
musical ideas.  Mozart divides up the more striking passages quite evenly between the 2 pianos.  It is 
a very enjoyable and lyrical work.  The first half of the mornings music we had the Cello Concerto in E 
Minor by Edward Elgar (1887-1974).  The noble themes of Elgar's Concerto has ensured its status as 
one of British music's most enduring masterpieces.  The recording was with the London Symphony 
Orchestra conducted by Sir John Barbirolli with Jacqueline du Pre as soloist.  Du Pre died at a 
tragically early age with multiple sclerosis. She was renowned for her performances of this cello 
concerto.  The final composer for the morning was Johannes Brahms (1833 -1837) with the Piano 
Concerto No 1 in D Minor, a huge piano concerto in 3 movements in classical form, being both 
dramatic and romantic.  A great end to the morning’s music.         ~ Brian Willis 
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ISSUES OF CONCERN            CAROLE  DORMAN   5472 4429 

 
Carol has swanned off to Europe, but Eva Haarburger has recently returned from her world travels 
which included Thailand, France and USA.  Eva gave us her impressions of these places. She found 
that people in France were noticeably thinner than here or the USA, which she attributed to them 
walking much more.  
Australia’s minerals resource tax has given rise to a new label by multi-national companies - 
“resource nationalism”. 
We looked at Iran (Persia) one of the oldest civilisations, and Western involvement, which dates back 
to the early19thC. The 1890’s Tobacco Rebellion lead by Shia religious leaders against concessions 
to Britain was the first demonstration of their power to affect government policies. This reached a 
peak in 1979 with the overthrow of the Shah, installed by western powers, and continues today. 
The proposed “Solutions to Refugee Arrivals” seems a response to opinion polls and we thought the 
latest events reflect no credit on any of those involved. 
The Assange diplomatic immunity drama continues. Based on information from the Law Report, ABC 
Radio National website there seems to be grounds for his fears that the USA may aim to extradite 
him for circulating security information on Wikileaks. This would be after a grand jury indictment. 
Those with an interest could look at this on:  
URL :http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/lawreport/grand-juries/4136296 

~ Frank Pederick 
 
 

OBE LUNCHEON CLUB (OVER EIGHTIES) 
EILEEN  PARK   54725213 

 

On September 12th we will have lunch at a nearby café and then visit the Art Gallery. 
Anyone wishing to join us at these events are welcome.  Contact Eileen on the above phone number. 

 

OPERA – AN OCCASIONAL EVENING SERIES                         VIC  SAY   5472 1841 

September 7th - Verdi's Aida - DVD - at 7pm.  We have chosen the la Scala performance recently 
broadcast by SBS on 11 August - it is a very elaborate but magnificent production with set designs by 
Zeffereli, with the la Scala ballet and orchestra supporting the cast. Exhilarating, but relaxing and 
familiar music for most, it is one of the most performed operas in the world. 
 
Isma'il Pasha, Khedive of Egypt commissioned Verdi to write the opera for performance in January 
1871, but the premiere was delayed because of the Franco-Prussian War. Aida met with great 
acclaim when it finally opened in Cairo in December 1871 and with great enthusiasm at its Milan 
premiere in February 1872. 
 
 

PAPIER  MACHE                           DIANA  COLLIER  5443 0137 

 
There was a Papier Mache [paper pulp/mush] group about a year ago (from 2010/2011), and we had 
hoped to have a visit to Watermark in Bendigo, a small trade/business where handmade papers are 
made by slightly disabled people.  It wasn’t possible to arrange a visit then and in the mean-time the 
business had changed address to Eaglehawk.  However, only this week I learnt their new address (in 
relation to another course here), and mentioned the possibility of a visit from Castlemaine U3A.  The 
idea is welcomed as it is constructive and educative for the (younger) workers/learners at Watermark 
to demonstrate and explain their activity ‘to the older generation’ (quote!).   So if there is an interest 
from 5 to less than 10 people from that Papier Mache group, to see how various papers are 
handmade, a visit can be arranged.  I can be contacted at the above phone number or on 
collierd@vic.chariot.net.au    
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REQUIEM AND THEN …?                                                  VIC  SAY   5472 1841 
 

First and third Fridays at 1-30 
Amongst the 21 requiem scheduled for 2012 we are repeating 8 works which we have heard before 
and listening to 15 works new to the group. September is a month for the familiar, after three new 
works in a row: we will share 2 works which are amongst favourites for some of the group. Meanwhile 
some are already looking forward to two performances scheduled for Melbourne next year when the 
Mozart Requiem will be played on Thurs.  7/3, Fri. 8/3 and Sat. 9/3 at 8pm in Hamer Hall, and the 
Verdi Requiem will be played on Fri. 6/9 and Sat. 7/9 at 8pm and on Mon. 9/9 at 6.30pm, also at 
Hamer Hall. Check out the MSO website for details of soloists, etc.  
Meanwhile here in Castlemaine courtesy of YOUR U3A: 
September 7 -   Berlioz Requiem  
September 21 - Verdi Requiem - a recording new to the group, of this familiar work.  
 
 

SINGING TOGETHER          RAE  HAWKINS   5472 3446 
 

What an exciting time we are having, working furiously to learn all the songs for the October Concert, 
as well as gaining a new member for the Choir.  We have reached the fine-tuning stage with most of 
the songs, while others need a lot more work, but the variety keeps the energy going.  As well, we 
have joined the singers from the Hepburn U3A for extra practices and welcomed them in return to our 
practice sessions.  The extra volume in sound and experience is quite thrilling to hear, as well as the 
pleasure of new friendships made.  Thanks must go to everyone for their help and enthusiasm. 
  
 

SOLO GROUP                            BETTY  HENCHMAN   5472 2139 

Our September get-together will be at the home of Eva Haarburger, 

on Saturday the 15th  -  12.30 pm as usual. 

 

UKULELE FOR BEGINNERS                ANNIE  WILTSHIRE  6573 4563 

You’ll probably find yourself tapping your feet if you pass the U3A ukulele class strumming and 

singing some old favourites on a Tuesday afternoon at the Guildford General Store.  

With Annie’s careful teaching, the U3A ukulele players are coming along like a house on fire now. We 

are using a variety of new chords, strums and rhythms and building up our repertoire of songs. We 

are preparing for our debut performance, 20 minutes of ukulele and songs in Victory Park on Friday 

12 October, during Seniors Week.  We hope members of U3A will be come along that day to join us 

and get lunch provided by the Lions for a gold coin donation. There will be other music performances 

that day too.     

We’d also hope we can give members a few songs at one of our 

Coffee Mornings after the Seniors Week performance. 

Having passed the ‘complete beginner’ stage, the group will 

probably carry on with Annie next year as an intermediate 

group.  She may be able to start a new beginners' class next 

year.  “It’s no good, though, unless people are prepared to 

practise regularly,” says Annie. “We simply don’t get over the 

‘beginner hump’ unless we are committed to practising.” 

The group is discussing a catchy name. UKULELE LADIES has come up.  If you have any great 

ideas for a memorable name, let us know.                                                                       ~ Elizabeth Rider
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Everybody, Somebody, Anybody and Nobody 
This story is about four people named Everybody, Somebody, Anybody and Nobody. 

There was an important job to be done and Everybody was sure that Somebody would do 

it.  Anybody could have done it but Nobody did it.  Somebody was disappointed about 

that, because it was Everybody’s job.  Everybody thought Anybody could do it, but 

Nobody realised that Everybody wouldn’t do it.  It ended up that Everybody blamed 

Somebody when Nobody did what Anybody could have done.     Author unknown 

 

Just a gentle reminder members that next month is our AGM and Castlemaine’s U3A will be 
looking for several people to fill the vacant positions on the Committee that will carry you 
smoothly into the next two or three exciting years of study and friendship.  The positions 

coming vacant are that of President, Secretary, Editor, and one, maybe two, ordinary 
Committee members.  Your help and participation is ardently sought.  

 
> < > < > < > < > < > < > < > < > < > < > < > < > < > < > 

 
 

TO KEEP YOU UP TO DATE ON 

SENIORS WEEK 2012 

 

HAVE A FLUTTER 

AT SENIORS RACE DAY, THURSDAY, 4 OCTOBER 2012. 
 

Although it falls in the week before the Seniors Festival, the Mount Alexander Shire Council 

is subsidising COACH TRANSPORT to and from the annual Seniors Day at the Bendigo 

races ($5 to be paid on the day.) 

 

Coach leaves the Market Building at 10.45 am and returns at 6 pm. 

 

Phone Elizabeth 5470 5681. 

to book your place on the coach. 

 

ENTRY TO THE RACES IS FREE. 

All you need is your Seniors Card. 

  

.  

Make your own booking at the Castlemaine table for a two-course lunch ($25) in the SILKS 

RESTAURANT — Phone 5448 4209.  You’ll get the best view of the races for the day and 

you can put on a bet (from 50c) right there in the restaurant. 

Book soon as this is popular and tables fill up in advance. 

Other food is available, or you can take a picnic, if you don’t fancy entry to Silks. 

                              ~ Elizabeth Rider 
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Combined Bendigo and Castlemaine Visit to the Australian Garden at 

Cranbourne  
 
What a marvellous day our u3a combined excursion turned out to be after a very cold and wet 8am start, (and 
Penny’s grab for attention.)  Luckily not too much damage was done and she courageously determined to go on 
with the planned outing, accompanied by her daughter and son-in-law from Tasmania.  

The very long coach trip was well worth the distance travelled to see much of Australia’s unique and 
remarkable natural world such as the Red Sand Garden, the Rockpool Waterway and 90 metre-long 
Escarpment Wall Sculpture, as well as the many native plants that were coming into flower. 

Established in 1970 on land that was originally the ancestral home of the Mayone-Bulluk clan of the 
Boonerwurrung people, and designed by Taylor Cullity Lethlean and Paul Thompson for the purpose of 
conservation and research and the display of our diverse, colourful and spectacularly beautiful native Australian 
plants.   

This garden is an ongoing development with a new and exciting area to be opened late in October this 
year.  Well worth another visit I think.                                                                                             ~ Barbara Bunton 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

           Lunettes and                                                  Castlemaine Stone in planting area 

                      Red Sand Garden                                                       Sally and Jill in centre stage 

                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                      Our guide introducing himself to Dorothy Bessant, Wilson Bunton, 

                                 Sally and Jill, Barbara from Bendigo and Jack Carolan  

 

 

 

                      Castlemaine stone area with the bottle trees (Brachychitons).

                                             

                                             

Grasstrees (Xanthorrhoea)                ~ Photos supplied by Trevor Wheeler


