
 

 

Minutes of the 54th Annual General Meeting of the British Light Aviation Centre Limited trading as the 
Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association held using ZOOM Videoconferencing platform Tuesday 17th 

September 2020 
 
In attendance: 

Malcolm Bird 
Philip Church  
George Done 
Mick Elborn  
Richard Hawkin 
Charles Henry 
Matt Lane (Member) 
Mandy Nelson (Minute Secretary) 
John Pett 
Martin Robinson 
Chris Royle 
Pauline Vahey (Chairman) 
John Walker 
Nick Wilcock 

 
1. Apologies for Absence. Apologies were received from Mike Cross.  

 
2. A Minutes Silence was held whilst remembering Ian Marshall long time AOPA Member and 

an active participant in the Training Committee, also serving as Chairman. Also, Richard 
Warriner, another long-time member and contributor to the Members Working Group. 
Thoughts were with the families of both men.  

 
3. Minutes of the 53rd Annual General Meeting. An amendment to the Minutes of the 53rd 

AGM was suggested, that there were four, not five, individuals who were elected and re-
elected, which was the case. A proposal for acceptance of the Minutes as a true record 
with the amendment, was made by Malcolm Bird and seconded by Chris Royle., and 
carried. 

 
4. Directors Report and Financial Statements for the year ended 31st March 2020. The draft 

version of the Directors Report and Financial Statements for the year ended 31st March 
2020 had been discussed and approved by the BLAC Ltd Board at its meeting on 21 
September 2020.  A proposal that the financial statements are a true and accurate record 
was made by Charles Henry, seconded by Philip Church and carried. (Attach accountant’s 
report) 

 
5. Election and Re-election of Directors to the Board of Management. 

The following directors were due to retire by rotation: Pauline Vahey, Martin Robinson and 
Chris Royle.  Chris Royle advised he would be not be standing for re-election.  Pauline Vahey 
and Martin Robinson offered themselves for re-election.  A proposal that both directors be 
re-elected was made by Charles Henry and seconded by John Pett and carried.   

 
6. To re-appoint as Auditors Messrs Venthams, at a fee to be fixed by the Board of 

Management. The re-appointment of the auditors was proposed by Malcolm Bird, 
seconded by Phil Church and carried. 

 



 

 

7. To conduct any other business that may properly be dealt with at an Annual General 
Meeting.  

  
An informal tender process for the purchase of 50a had been completed the 

previous day. Four bids had been put forward, and the highest of the bids accepted.  The 
Chairman reported that Savills had been very professional.  The buyers having proven they 
have the cash funds available, had instructed their solicitors and were seeking simultaneous 
exchange and completion as soon as possible.   BLAC Ltd also needed to instruct solicitors.  
Martin Robinson will get in touch with Salisburys regarding an offer for Lakeside property in 
Kemsing near Sevenoaks. 
 

The clear direction was not to let any issues hold up the sale of 50a Cambridge Street.  
It was noted that discussions would need to take place regarding Mandy continuing to work 
from home. 

 
A pre-acquisition survey had been carried out on Lakeside which had uncovered some 

questions that needed looking into.  Investigations as to whether a Valuation survey should be 
carried out on lakeside was in hand. all being good the purchase of Lakeside should continue. 
 
Malcolm Bird asked whether the value that had been achieved for 50a Cambridge Street should 
be announced?  The Chairman stated she did not think it was appropriate just yet, however 
members should be notified that the sale of 50a was going ahead as was the purchase of 
Lakeside. 
 
Chris Royle asked what the likely costs of refurbishment would be, the Chairman said that Mick 
Elborn would be looking at this once Lakeside was secured. 
 
George Done asked about Capital Gains Tax situation and the fact that when the surplus in 
AOPA funds in the past has been large they had been invested, and what was plans were there 
for these surplus funds.  Mick Elborn replied that the surplus would be eaten up if AOPA lost its 
core business. AOPA needed to be careful about what is done with the capital reserves, 
avoiding being seen to be overspending and also keeping in mind what the capital gains tax will 
be which advice will need to be sought on.  The Chairman pointed out that this had already 
been discussed and would happen once a tax advisor was appointed.  Martin Robinson 
suggested Life Vice-President Geoffrey Boot be asked for some advice on this matter. 
 
At 14:25 hrs the Chairman announced the AGM was now closed.  


