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Subject:  Grade 9 Social Science 

Term: 1 

Week: 8   Lesson Number: 17 

Date:  ___/___/2021 

Unit: 9.1 Places in the Pacific Region 

Topic: Places in PNG and the Pacific 

Subtopic:  Atlas Work – Grid Reference; six figure grid reference 

Lesson Outcomes:  

1. Give locations using six figure grid reference.  

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Introduction 

Now that you have the basic information on four figure grid reference, you will learn about six 

figure grid reference in this lesson. The text resource on “six figure grid reference” is given 

below. 

 

Instructions 

In your Exercise Book, copy the Header.  Make sure your handwriting is neat and legible. (I 

will check your Exercise Book when you return to School) 

  

Reading Resource 

Read the information below before attempting to answer the questions in the practice exercise. 

 
Six-Figure Grid Reference  
A six figure grid reference consists of six figures. It gives 
a precise location of features on a map. The first three 
figures refer to the easting and the last three figures refer 
to the northing. Now look at the example given below  
In this example, A is exactly on easting 01. Its easting 
reading in six figure references is 010. Northing reading 
for A is precisely at 02, so its six figure reference is 020. 
Therefore six figure grid reference for letter A is 010020.  
Now have a look at another example. This time locate 
letter B on the same diagram. You will notice that the grid 
reference for B is 030010. This means that B is located 
exactly on easting 03, and exactly at northing 01.  
Remember, to always write easting number first followed 

by northing number.  

 

When features or places on a grid are not on the 
intersecting points, follow the following rules.  
1. Locate the grid square containing the place or feature.  

2. Divide the grid containing the place or the feature into 
divisions.  

3. Get the easting reading by counting from the west to 
east and the northing reading from south to north.  
(Remember to always give the easting numbers first 

followed by northing.) 
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Easting – Counting from west to east (from left to right) C lies eight tenths along from easting 
03, so the easting reference is given as 038.  
 
 
Northing – Counting from south to north (bottom to 
top) C lies two tenths 00, so the northing reference is 
002.  
Therefore the full grid reference for letter C is 038002 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Practice Exercise 1 

Copy the question into your Exercise Book and answer. 

Use the map below to find the six figure grid reference for the following letters.  

When writing your answers do not 

leave any space between the numbers.  

Example:  Grid Reference for A is 

010020 

 
i. B 
ii. C 
iii. D 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Practice Exercise 2  

1. Read the resource again on “six figure grid reference” on page 1. Copy the first and second 

and third sentence of paragraph 1 into your Exercise Book.  

2. Copy the three rules in the second paragraph. They are very important rules for you to 

remember by heart when dealing with six figures.   


