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Survey completed in June 2018 by Lifeway Research for Ligonier Ministries – results released just three days ago – 

“Strangely, while most evangelicals strongly believe in justification by faith alone, they are confused about the 

person of Jesus Christ. On one hand, virtually all evangelicals express support for Trinitarian doctrine. Yet at the 

same time, most agree that Jesus is the first and greatest being created by God, which was a view espoused by the 

ancient heretic Arius.” – condemned at Council of Nicaea in 325 and at Council of Constantinople – yet the number 

of American evangelicals who agree with his view has increased – in 2016 when 71% agreed with it – today 78% 

do1 – if Jesus is a created being then He is not God – and if you believe in that Jesus you are not saved 

 

John took care of Mary until she died – some time before Jerusalem was burned in 70 A.D. he moved to Ephesus – 

Irenaeus, a disciple of Polycarp, who was a disciple of John says John wrote his epistle during his old age in 

Ephesus – he was aware the other gospels had been written decades before – felt there were some things missing – 

90% of his material is not in Synoptics – primary reason he wrote it was to combat the rise of Gnosticism in 

Ephesus – countered the belief that Jesus a created being 

 

Gnosticism – begun in 500 B.C. by a Greek noble in Ephesus named Heraclitus – taught that the universe operates 

by a rational organizing principle – all the laws of physics, mathematics, reason, and morality can be traced to this 

one principle – he called it the logos – “the Word” – Stoics said the logos was the divine, life-giving principle that 

dominated the universe – Philo of Alexandria (20 B.C. – 50 A.D.), a Jewish philosopher influenced by Plato said it 

was God’s creative principle, but God only existed in the realm of pure thought because He couldn’t have any 

connection with the material universe – Ephesus eventually became a center of Gnostic thought – by the time John 

moved there shortly before Jerusalem was destroyed in 70 A.D., Gnosticism had replaced the worship of Artemis 

seen in Acts 19 as the dominant philosophy of the city – shortly after John died, the Library of Celsus was built in 

Ephesus – housed 12,000 scrolls extolling the virtues of Greek philosophy – including Gnosticism 

 

 
 

I. HIS DIVINE NATURE – John 1:1-18 
 

This is the atmosphere that prompted John’s comments here – John offers four arguments for Jesus being God: 

 1) He is eternal – John 1:1, 2 – “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God. He was in the beginning with God.” – Same phrase as Genesis 1:1 – “in the beginning” – of what? 

– the time/space metaphysical universe – but the verb “was” defines the pre-existence of “the Word” – when “the 

beginning” began, “the Word” was already there – same thing at the end of John 1:2 – “He was in the beginning 

with God.” – Implies God existed before time – kicker is John 1:14 – “And the Word became flesh…” – denied 

basic tenet of Gnosticism – “and we saw His glory” – not a figment of our imagination  

 

                                                 
1 Jeremy Weber, “Christian, What Do You Believe? Probably a Heresy About Jesus, Says Survey,” www.Christianity 

Today International, October 16, 2018, accessed on October 18, 2018.  

http://www.christianity/
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Kicker – John 1:14 – “And the Word became flesh…” – the infinite became finite – the eternal stepped into time – 

the invisible became visible – “…and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace 

and truth.” – The Word who became flesh was the only being that was ever “begotten” – doesn’t mean “born” or 

“created” – the meaning of begotten (monogenes) “is centered in the Personal existence of the Son, and not in the 

Generation of the Son” (B. F. Westcott, The Epistles of St John, [1883] 1966, 170). Jesus as monogenēs is the One 

who can say, “I and the Father are one [hen esmen]” (John 10:30).2 

 

Philippians 2:6-7 – “who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be 

grasped, but emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men.” – lit. “he 

was existing” – present participle – Jesus was “continuously existing” before He came to earth – In God’s eternal 

plan He emptied His prerogative to act as God and took on the form of a man  

 

John 14:9 – “…He who has seen Me has seen the Father…” - Hebrews 1:3 – “…He is the radiance of His glory 

and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power...” – Colossians 1:15 – 

“He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn….” 

 

 2) He is co-existent with God – “the Word was God” – Jehovah’s Witness translations say “the Word was 

a God” – no basis for this – Greek is very clear – lit. – “and God was the word” – no definite article in front of 

“God” but Greek is different from English – the noun that has the definite is the subject of the sentence, not the 

direct object – thus, “Word” is the subject and the only way to translate it is “the Word was God” – end of 

discussion – the Jews understood this clearly – John 5:17-18 – “’…My Father is working until now, and I Myself 

am working.’ For this reason therefore the Jews were seeking all the more to kill Him, because He not only was 

breaking the Sabbath, but also was calling God His own Father, making Himself equal with God.”  

 

 3) He is the creator – John 1:3 – “All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing 

came into being that has come into being.” – John 1:10 – “He was in the world and the world was made through 

Him…” – also denied Gnosticism which said God could not have created the world because the material matter is 

evil – John says He created it – human beings don’t create – only God creates – Colossians 1:16 – “For by Him all 

things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers 

or authorities—all things have been created through Him and for Him.” 

  

 4) He is the sustainer of life – John 1:4-5 – “In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men. The Light 

shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.” – two key themes – Jesus is “life” and “light” – 

“life” = zoe, not bios – zoe refers to the principle of life, bios to the duration of life – “In Scripture zōē is “the 

nobler word, expressing as it continually does, all of highest and best which the saints possess in God”3 – light is 

not the shekinah glory – it is spiritual light – John 9:5 – “’While I am in the world I am the Light of the world.’” – 

Both point to the ultimate expressions of existence 

  

The church is in danger of losing this doctrine – Jesus is being made over to be a buddy – a good luck charm – a 

political pawn – a religious superstition – if you lose this Jesus you are left with secularism – hate Jesus the 

God/man – ultimately you can’t live in harmony with secularists because they oppose and distort everything the 

Bible teaches – and will eventually try to eradicate God’s message – distort reality – transgender – distort the 

church – Hillsong Church, the Australian megachurch who has left their denomination to form concert-based 

churches around the world –at women’s conference in New York city their youth pastor imitated the “naked 

cowboy” along with dancing showgirls to “New York, New York” – while the crowd roared their approval 

 

 

                                                 

 2 H. K.-Bartels, “Μόνος,” ed. Lothar Coenen, Erich Beyreuther, and Hans Bietenhard, New International Dictionary 

of New Testament Theology (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 1986), 725. 
3 W.E. Vine and F.F. Bruce, Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words (Old Tappan NJ: Revell, 

1981), 337. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/nidntt?ref=biblio.at%3d%CE%BC%CE%BF%CC%81%CE%BD%CE%BF%CF%82%7Cau%3dK.-Bartels%2c%2520H.%7Ced%3dCoenen%2c%2520Lothar%3bBeyreuther%2c%2520Erich%3bBietenhard%2c%2520Hans&off=6274&ctx=used+in+Heb.+11:16.+~The+meaning+of+monog
https://ref.ly/logosres/vines?ref=GreekStrongs.2222&off=3307&ctx=+does+not+possess.%E2%80%9D+~In+Scripture+zo%CC%84e%CC%84+i


 

 3 

II. HIS MIRACULOUS WORKS – John 1:19-12:50 
 

 A. Testimony of John the Baptist (John  1:19-51)  
 

John the Baptist – Jewish leaders remembered his birth – 30 years later he was baptizing out in the desert – 

reminded people of Old Testament prophets – drew a crowd – priests and Levites asked him, “Who are you?” – 

Elijah? – prophet? – no – John 1:23 – direct quote right out of Isaiah 40:3 – “’I am a voice of one crying in the 

wilderness, “Make straight the way of the Lord,” as Isaiah the prophet said.’” – astounding – the Apostle John 

reaches back into Old Testament history for his first testimony – should have been exciting – first Old Testament 

style prophet in 400 years – now appearing in the desert – and He is prophesying about the coming Messiah! 

 

After He explains the value of the Messiah – John 1:29 – “The next day he saw Jesus coming to him and said, 

‘Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!’” – Is that all! – Jews understood the lamb – 

thousands were still sacrificed in the Temple every year – they understood the nature of sacrifice – “sins of the 

world” – literally? – no – euphemistic  

 

 B. Testimony of Jesus’ ministry (John 2:1-4:54) 
 

The miracles of Jesus were not just sideshows – they were purposeful testimonies intended to validate His true 

identity as the incarnate God/Man who had entered history to offer salvation to all who would come – John 

organized the first half of his book around seven miracles that revealed His power and identity 

 

Seven “signs” that gave evidence of His identity: 

 1) Water into wine – John 2:1-11 – family there – wine ran out – social faux pas by groom – Jesus gives 

them the best – not my time 

 2) Healing son of the royal official – John 4:46-54 –probably a foreign servant of Herod Antipas of 

Galilee – without seeing him 

 3) Healing the lame man – John 5:1-48 –at Sheep Gate at Pool of Bethesda – where sheep for Temple 

were dipped and cleansed – two pools – water stirred when gates were opened – superstition said healing occurred 

at stirring – man lame for 38 years – John 5:6 – “’…Do you wish to get well?’” – question for everyone – John 5:8 

– “’…Get up, pick up your pallet and walk.’” – verifiable miracle – everyone knew 

 4) Feeding the 5,000 – John 6:1-15 –only miracle in all four gospels – five barley loaves and two fish – 

John was only one to mention it was during Passover – timing was illustrative of Jesus’ teaching 

 5) Walking on water – John 6:16-21 –master of “nature” 

 6) Healing the blind man – John 9:1-41 –John 9:2 – disciples ask, “Who sinned?” – no one – “it was so 

the works of God might be displayed in him.” 

 7) Raising Lazarus from the dead – John 11:1-57 –rules over the ultimate problem of man  

 

Jerusalem (John 2:13-3:36) – other “announcement” testimonies: 

 Cleansed the Temple – John 2:18-19 – “The Jews then said to Him, ‘What sign do You show us as your 

authority for doing these things?’ Jesus answered them, ‘Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise 

it up.’” 

 Nicodemus – John 3:1-21 – a ruler of the Jews – John 3:3 – “…unless one is born again he cannot see the 

kingdom of God.” 

 

Same thing in Judea (John 4:1-42) – John 4:3-4 – “He left Judea and went away again into Galilee. And He had to 

pass through Samaria.” – half-breeds – only believed Pentateuch – didn’t worship in Jerusalem – not “our kind of 

people” – encountered a woman at a well – three strikes – Samaritan – woman – immoral – didn’t argue religion – 

went right to her heart 
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 C. Opposition (John 5:1-12:50) – beginning of change  
 

Healing at the sheep gate (John 5:1-15) – Opposition – two reasons: 

 John 5:16 – “For this reason the Jews were persecuting Jesus, because He was doing these things on the 

Sabbath.” 

 John 5:17 – “But He answered them, ‘My Father is working until now, and I Myself am working.’” – they 

knew what He was saying – He was equating Himself with God – blasphemy! – John 5:18 – “For this 

reason therefore the Jews were seeking all the more to kill Him, because He not only was breaking the 

Sabbath, but also was calling God His own Father, making Himself equal with God.” 

 

Jesus used the occasion for discourse on eternal life – John 5:19-47 – two resurrections – John 5:28-29 – “’Do not 

marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which all who are in the tombs will hear His voice, and will come forth; 

those who did the good deeds to a resurrection of life, those who committed the evil deeds to a resurrection of 

judgment.’” – supporting testimonies: 

 Witness of John – John 5:33-35 

 Witness of works (miracles) – John 5:36 

 Witness of the Father – John 5:37-38 

 Witness of Scripture – John 5:39-47 

   

Seven “I AM” statements in John: 

 The bread of life – John 6:35 –sustenance  

 The light of the world – John 8:12 –wisdom  

 The door of the sheep – John 10:7, 9 –– accessibility  

 The good shepherd – John 10:11, 14 –nurture  

 The resurrection and the life – John 11:25 –hope  

 The way, the truth, and the life – John 14:6 –eternal life 

 The true vine – John 15:1, 5 –endurance  

 

We live in a cacophony to social media noise that attempts to silence any opposition from the politically correct line 

– moved past postmodern – no one has the truth – we are now clearly divided between former post-moderns who 

have morphed into radical leftists, and everyone else – in mid 80s a group of lawyers invented the term “hate 

speech” – anything the radical left disagreed with – today “hate speech” includes almost everything affirming 

biblical truth – creationism – biological men and women – heterosexual marriage – Judeo-Christian work ethic – 

patriarchal society – no one is guilty of anything – everyone is a victim – leads to intersectionality – believe this 

and you lose everything Jesus offers in “I AM”  

 

This is nothing new – five debates in John 7-10 – increased opposition – they eventually killed Him because He 

wasn’t politically correct: 

 1) John 7:1-24 – legalism of the Sabbath – at the Feast of Tabernacles Jesus went secretly up to the Temple 

and began to teach – John 7:15 – Jews were astonished at His teaching “…having never been educated?” – John 

7:23 – pointed out that they circumcised on the Sabbath to fulfill the law of Moses – yet they condemned Him for 

healing on the Sabbath 

 2) John 7:40 – identity of Jesus – prophet? Messiah? – “can’t come from Galilee, can He” 

 3) John 8:12-59 – His identity – John 8:12 – Jesus says,  “’ I am the light of the world…’” – they said, 

“You’re a liar!” – John 8:23 – Jesus says, “’…You are from below, I am from above; you are of this world, I am not 

of this world.’” – John 8:25 – “’…Who are you?...’” – John 8:39 – since we are good Jews “’…Abraham is our 

Father…’” – Jesus replies, “then why are you trying to kill me?” – John 8:56 – “’Your father Abraham rejoiced to 

see My day and he saw it and was glad.’” – “How? – you’re not even 50.” – John 8:58 – “’…before Abraham was 

born, I am.’” – immediately tried to kill Him! 
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 4) John 9:1-41 – pursuit of the truth – healing the man born blind (no initial faith) on the Sabbath – John 

9:2, 3 – disciples ask, “’…who sinned, this man or his parents that he would be born blind?’ Jesus answered, ‘ It 

was neither that this man sinned, nor his parents; but it was so that the works of God might be displayed in him.’” 

– heals him – neighbors report this to the Pharisees – John 9:16 – some Pharisees saw the problem – “’…How can 

he who is a sinner perform such signs?’ And there was division among them.” – John 9:22 – questioned parents 

who were “…afraid of the Jews: for the Jews had already agreed that if anyone confessed Him to be Christ, he was 

to be put out of the synagogue.” – power of groupthink – despite truth, persecution comes by those who won’t face 

the truth 

 5) John 10:1-39 – identity of a true shepherd – Jesus immediately contrasts the Pharisees with the good 

shepherd – not one who withholds truth and threatens anyone who doesn’t agree – but the good shepherd opens the 

door into the sheepfold for the sheep – John 10:14 – “’I am the good shepherd, and I know My own and My own 

know Me.’” – John 10:30 – later in the Temple Jesus asserts “’I and the Father are one.’” – joyful response? John 

10:31 – “The Jews picked up stones again to stone Him.” 

 

Contrast with false shepherds 

 Eternal security – John 6:39 – “’This is the will of Him who sent Me, that of all that He has given Me I lose 

nothing, but raise it up on the last day.” – not an incompetent shepherd  

 Christ’s sheep hear only His voice – won’t follow a stranger (John 10:5) – won’t wander off or get lost 

 No one—not false shepherds (the thieves and robbers of John 10:1), or false prophets (symbolized by the 

wolf of John 10:12), nor even the devil himself—is powerful enough to snatch Christ’s sheep out of His 

hand.  

 

Raising of Lazarus (John 11:1-12:11) – precursor of things to come – absolute mastery over death – shows Jesus’ 

compassion for His friend – but afterwards John 11:47-48 – “Therefore the chief priests and the Pharisees 

convened a council, and were saying, ‘What are we doing? For this man is performing many signs. If we let Him go 

on like this, all men will believe in Him, and the Romans will come and take away both our place and our nation.’” 

 

Opposition intensifies – in Jerusalem (John 12:12-50) – during Passover on Palm Sunday – Jesus’ triumphal entry 

into Jerusalem – all four gospels – official presentation to nation as their Messiah – accepted their worship – 

Sanhedrin wanted to kill Him – but not during Passover – Jesus forced the issue by entering the city, cleansing the 

Temple, and offering Himself up as the true Passover Lamb – 1 Corinthians 5:7 – “…For Christ our Passover has 

been sacrificed.” 

 

III. HIS SACRIFICIAL DEATH – John 13:1-21:25 
 

John 1-12 – 3 ½ years – John 12-20 – 3 ½ days 

 

 A. Preparing the disciples (John 13:1-17:26)  
 

Last words of Jesus to disciples – in the upper room (13:1-14:31) – transfer from OT to NT – Lord’s Supper – 

washes their feet in humility – 14:1 – comforts them with the promise of heaven – v. 16 – promise of the HS – 15:1 

– vine and branches – abide in Me – v. 18 – the world will hate you – 17:1 – High Priestly prayer – for us! 

  

 B. At the cross (John 19:17-37) 
   

The crucifixion was preceded by Jesus’ arrest and 6 illegal trials (18:1-19:15) – followed by His complete sacrifice 

on the cross – the crucifixion and burial (19:16-42) – paid for sin – nothing more is needed – “It’s finished” or it 

isn’t – can’t add works, your choice, parentage, money – nothing  

  

 C. The resurrection (John 20:1-10) – proof 
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 D. Appearances by Jesus (John 20:11-21:23)  
   

Jesus appeared to over 500 people over a 40 day period after His resurrection – they included: 

 To Mary Magdalene (John 20:11-18) 

 To the disciples without Thomas (John 20:19-25) 

 The disciples with Thomas (John 20:26-29) 

 To the disciples (John 21:1-14) 

 To Peter (John 21:15-23) – poignant restoration “Do you love me?” – appropriate personal ending for such 

a theological book 

 

Purpose – John 20:31 – “but these have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 

God; and that believing you may have life in His name.” – John didn’t write this to inform or entertain – not an idle 

speculation – this is life-changing – BELIEVE IT! 

 

 E. Conclusion (John 21:24-25) 

Pilgrim’s Progress – wife tells him “We are not going with you” – but following Jesus is worth it 

 

 

 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 

1.  How do people generally come to “believe” something? 

2.  What messages are conveyed in John 1:1-5 and 14? 

3.  What do we learn about Jesus from the extended story of the resurrection of Lazarus in John 11:1-46? 

4.  What did Peter see when he entered the tomb in John 20:6-8 and what effect did it have on him. 

5.  What is the meaning of John 20:30-31? 

6.  Summarize your beliefs about Jesus Christ. 

 

  

 

 

 


