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About Your Upcoming Wedding 

 

We are glad you are planning to celebrate your wedding at Myers Park Presbyterian Church. To ensure that your 

wedding is a joyous occasion, the Session and the Worship Council have prepared this booklet to answer your questions. 

Our goal is to help you plan a service of worship that will be sacred, dignified, and tasteful. 

 
About Christian Marriage 

 

Marriage is a gift God has given to all humankind for the well-being of the entire human family. Marriage involves a 

unique commitment between two people, traditionally a man and a woman, to love and support each other for the rest 

of their lives. The sacrificial love that unites the couple sustains them as faithful and responsible members of the church 

and the wider community.  In the Reformed tradition, marriage is also a covenant in which God has an active part, and 

which the community of faith publicly witnesses and acknowledges. 
 
If they meet the requirements of the civil jurisdiction, a couple may request that a service of Christian marriage be 
conducted by a teaching elder (pastor) of MPPC, who is authorized, though not required, to act as an agent of the civil 

jurisdiction in recording the marriage contract.  A couple requesting a service of Christian marriage shall receive 

instruction from the pastor, who may agree to the couple’s request only if, in the judgment of the pastor, 

the couple demonstrates sufficient understanding of the nature of the marriage covenant and commitment to living their 
lives together according to its values. In making this decision, the pastor may seek the counsel of the Session, which has 
authority to permit or deny the use of church property for a marriage service. 

 
The marriage service shall be conducted in a manner appropriate to this covenant and to the forms of Reformed worship, 

under the direction of the pastor and the supervision of the Session. In a service of marriage, the couple marries each 

other by exchanging mutual promises. The pastor witnesses the couple’s promises and pronounces God’s blessing upon 

their union. The community of faith pledges to support the couple in upholding their promises; prayers may be offered 

for the couple, for the communities that support them, and for all who seek to live in faithfulness. 

 
Nothing shall compel a pastor of MPPC to perform nor compel the Session of the church to authorize the use of church 

property for a marriage service that the pastor or the Session believes is contrary to the pastor’s or the Session’s 

discernment of the Holy Spirit and their understanding of the Word of God. 

 
Procedures 

 

The Session of Myers Park Presbyterian Church is happy that our congregation, staff, and facilities can be a part of this 
worship experience.  We are eager to help make your wedding meaningful and beautiful. The names and address of each 

couple married at Myers Park Presbyterian Church or by a MPPC pastor will be given to the Prayer Group of MPPC (as 

well as published in our bulletin and congregational newsletter) so that the congregation can lift up the couple in prayer 

as they enter into their new covenant of marriage. 

 
In the excitement connected with planning a wedding, questions arise in regard to a variety of details. The procedures set 

forth in this booklet have been established by the Session to assist you in planning your wedding. The pastors and the 
staff of Myers Park Presbyterian Church are available to assist you as you prepare for the service of worship. 



Facilities  
 

The church facilities may be scheduled for weddings of an active member of MPPC or for children of an active member. 

However, the member(s) seeking to be married or the parent(s) of the child seeking to be married must have been an 

active member of MPPC for at least one year prior to the wedding.  The Sanctuary and its Chancel are available for 

weddings large or small. The Chapel and Prayer Chapel can be used for smaller weddings. All of these areas have been 

thoughtfully and prayerfully prepared for and dedicated to the worship of God. Therefore, alterations to their usual state 

will be kept to a minimum. Permissible changes are outlined in the section “Decorations.” 

 
Oxford Hall and the Parlor may be used for receptions only. There is a Bride’s Room beneath the Narthex of the 

Sanctuary. The “Groom’s Room” is the Parlor next to the church library.  MPPC is not liable for any items left in the 

Bride’s Room or in the “Groom’s Room”, so please make sure that all items are removed immediately following the 

service. The bride may have access to the Bride’s Room no more than 2 hours before the service.  Hair and makeup 

should be done prior to arriving at the church, although touch-ups may be done on the premises. 

 
No intoxicating beverages or substances may be brought to, or consumed on, church property.  Smoking is not allowed 

inside of any of the facilities, and is permitted only in limited areas outside of the buildings. 
 

 
Arrangements 

 

In order to schedule a wedding at Myers Park Presbyterian Church, the Session has determined that a couple shall: 

 
1.   Secure the Wedding Information Form, a copy of the Wedding Policy from the Worship Assistant.  Available 

dates on the church calendar can be discussed at this time. 

2.   Read the “Wedding Policy.” 

3.   Complete, sign, and return the “Wedding Information Form” to the Worship Assistant along with your $200 

deposit. 

4.   Do not print or finalize any plans until you receive a confirmation letter from the church. 
 

The pastors at MPPC are assigned to weddings on a rotating basis.  You will receive a notification letter informing 

you which pastor the ceremony once the assignments are made. 
 

You will need to contact the pastor and the Music Department to schedule your consultations no later than 6 months 

prior to your wedding.  The Wedding Director will contact you. 

 
The policy of Myers Park Presbyterian Church is that one of our pastors will be in charge of the wedding.  If you would 

like to request that a pastor of another church assist in the service, please complete that section on the “Wedding 

Information Form” before it is turned in so that a formal invitation from this church can be sent requesting their 

participation. 

 
If you are going to use a Worship Bulletin, the content, as well as the cover, must be approved by the Pastor before 

printing at least two weeks in advance of the wedding.  Please also be prepared to bring at least six printed copies to the 

rehearsal. 

 
About Dates and Times of Your Wedding 

 

Weddings are scheduled at Myers Park Presbyterian at three-hour intervals.  No arrangements should be made to 

decorate or take pictures any earlier than two hours before the wedding start time.  If a reception is held at the church, 

there must be a four-hour interval before the next wedding is scheduled.  Weddings are scheduled no earlier than 10:00 

a.m. and no later than 7:00 p.m. 

 
Weddings are not scheduled at the church on Sundays, nor on the following days: New Year’s Day, Holy Week 

(beginning on the Saturday before Palm Sunday through Easter Sunday), Independence Day, Thanksgiving Day, 

Christmas Eve, and Christmas Day.  Additionally, weddings are not scheduled when the sanctuary is needed for church 

programs or worship, or when the church is closed.



Receptions  
 

The Myers Park Presbyterian Church Food Service Coordinator and caterer are available for receptions. The costs of a 

reception and policies for use of Oxford Hall shall be discussed at a conference with the Food Service Coordinator. If an 

independent caterer is used, the Food Service Coordinator of Myers Park Presbyterian Church shall supervise the use of 

the equipment and facilities. There is a fee for this service. The independent caterer is not permitted to cook in the 

church’s kitchen or to use the church’s china, glassware, silver, or dishwasher. 

No alcoholic beverages may be served at receptions. 

 
Reception In Oxford Hall 

 

If an independent caterer is used for your reception in Oxford Hall, the Church’s Food Service Coordinator 

will supervise the use of equipment and facilities, for which the charge is $75. 

 
No alcoholic beverages may be served at receptions at MPPC. 

 
Large Weddings 

 

If 300 of more guests are expected to attend your wedding, it is recommended that you hire an off-duty police-officer 

to assist your guests with parking in the lot across Providence Road from the church. Parking adjacent to the church is 

limited, and unaided crossing of a busy street is dangerous and ill-advised. 

 
If 800 of more guests are expected to attend your wedding, it is recommended that you arrange to use the church’s chapel 

for overflow seating. The wedding service can be broadcast over closed-circuit television into the chapel. 

 
Decorations 

 

Our Sanctuary is designed as a place of dignified beauty and reverence. It does not require extravagant decoration. 

The following policies preserve the proper atmosphere in the Sanctuary and safeguard the furnishings: 

 
1.   “Flowers, decorations, and other appointments should be appropriate to the place of worship, enhance the 

worshipers’ consciousness of the reality of God, and reflect the integrity and simplicity of Christian life.” 

(Directory of Worship W-4.9005) 

2.   There will be no decorations within the Chancel except candles and floral arrangements on each side of the Cross. 
Additional candles are permissible on each side of the re-table and in lamps along the center aisle. If lamps are 

used, they should be flat based.  Candles must be positioned at the very front of the re-table on the red tape. The 

flower arrangements may not affect this position.  Flowers may be placed only in the urns on the re-table in the 

sanctuary (they are a standard size), and not on other pedestals, stands, etc. and should not be taller than the cross 

arm of the Center Cross. 

3.   The communion symbols and the Christ candle will be the only items on the Communion Table. Flowers and 

candles are not to be placed on the Communion Table. 
4.   The processional cross belonging to the church may be used for weddings, if desired. The wedding director will 

instruct and supervise its use. 

5.   The use of an aisle cloth, runner, or rose petals is not permitted because of the danger of slipping. 
6.   No tacks, pins, nails, or glue may be used to fasten any decorations on pews, furniture, or the building. The 

furniture and floor must be fully protected at all times from moisture and candle wax. The couple is responsible 

for any damage done to the building and furniture, and they are responsible for cleaning wax from the floor and 

furniture. 

7.   The couple is responsible for arranging, in advance, the removal of all decorations from the building on the day of 

the wedding.  Exceptions to postpone removal and cleaning until the following day may be 

made if special permission is sought and granted in advance from the Business Manager.  Otherwise, immediately 

following the wedding, the building must be left in the condition in which it was found. 

8.   The wedding family should notify in advance the Worship Assistant if they would like the wedding flowers used 

for subsequent worship services. 

9.   Flowers should be delivered no earlier than 3 hours before the wedding unless other arrangements are made with 

the Worship Assistant. 



 

Wedding Director 
The Worship Council has determined that a church-appointed Wedding Director, in consultation with the pastor, will be 
in charge of all Rehearsal and Wedding Day arrangements as they pertain to the actual service after the initial 

scheduling has been made by the Worship Assistant. It is recommended that you not engage the services of any other 

wedding director. 

 
The Wedding Directors are assigned on a rotating schedule or by request. The Wedding Director assigned 

to your wedding will contact you 2 months prior to the ceremony. 

 
Photography and Recordings 

 

Since a wedding is a service of worship, no photography may take place in either the Sanctuary or Chapel during the 

wedding.  Following the service, the wedding party may return to the Chancel for a brief time of photography 

(approximately 20 minutes). We emphasize that no flash photography may occur during the wedding service. Time 

exposures may be taken only from the balcony of the sanctuary during the service. Video equipment may be used only 

from the balcony of the sanctuary. Once seating of the guests begins, videographers are permitted only in the balcony 

of the sanctuary, and other areas such as outside or the bride's room, not the main floor of the sanctuary. 

 
It is your responsibility to communicate these guidelines to your photographer and/or 

videographer. 

 
The Worship Council requests that you place the following sentence in your wedding Worship Bulletin, if you use 

one: 

 
“Wedding guests are asked to turn off all cell phone and pagers during the service.  In addition, wedding guests are 

asked to honor the church’s policy prohibiting photography during all worship services.  If you wish to take 

photographs, please meet the wedding party in the Sanctuary following the recessional.” 

 
Professional Audio/Visual Support with Sanctuary video recording system (as available) 

A professional audio technician will be available 45 minutes prior to the event and 15 minutes after.  Musicians, 

ministers, and others will be issued microphones and have them checked.  A video of the service will be produced 

using three cameras placed around the Sanctuary.  No mobile cameras are available.  A DVD will be produced and 

available after the service, and a high-definition recording will be available the following week.  The cost for this 

service will be at the current established fee (see the section “Finances”). 

 
Rehearsals 

 

When scheduling your wedding, the date and hour of your wedding rehearsal must also be set in order to avoid conflict 

with other wedding rehearsals. Weddings and wedding rehearsals are reserved on the church calendar on a first-call 

basis, and if changed, the date or time relinquished immediately becomes available. If you would like to request a 

change in the time of your wedding or rehearsal after the “Wedding Information Form” has been turned in, you must 

submit the change in writing to the Worship Assistant. 

 
The wedding rehearsal should begin promptly and should proceed in a quiet, dignified, and reverent manner. One hour 

is allotted for wedding rehearsal time.  Members of the wedding party are reminded that, while the wedding is a joyous 

occasion, the service takes place in a building dedicated to the worship of God. Please remember to bring your 

Marriage License to the wedding rehearsal. 

 
A pastor of Myers Park Presbyterian Church and a wedding director from the church will be present at every 

rehearsal and shall direct the rehearsal. The pastor or the wedding director is responsible to interpret and apply the 

church’s policies for each wedding. 

 
No wedding rehearsal will be conducted when any member of the wedding party is clearly under the influence 

of any intoxicating beverage or substance. 

 
Responsibility for Safekeeping of Personal Items 

 

You are responsible for the safe keeping of your personal items. The church will not be liable for such items if 

lost, stolen, or damaged. 



 

 
Wedding Music 

 

The Directory for Worship of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) states that, “Music suitable for the marriage service 

directs attention to God and expresses the faith of the church.” The same high standards of musical excellence and 

theological integrity applied to music chosen for all services of worship at Myers Park Presbyterian Church shall be used 

in the selection of music for wedding services. The Worship Council has entrusted the Director of Music with the 

authority to make decisions in order to apply those standards. 

 
The MPPC Director of Music or Associate shall play for all weddings. The Worship Assistant will provide an extensive 

list of appropriate music selections and a sample compact disc recording as part of your wedding packet. Please return 

the CD after you have made your selections and met with the Director of Music. Note that if your wedding is in the 

Chapel or Prayer Chapel, available music selections and instrumentation will be different. 

 
The Director of Music must approve all other musicians. Do not invite any guest soloists or instrumentalists to 

participate in your wedding service until you have consulted the Director of Music. The Director of Music may assist 

you in engaging additional musicians, if desired. Fees for their services will be added to the standard fee and paid to the 

church.  Other musicians whom you invite, and obtain approval for from the Director of Music, should be paid directly. 

 
Music for a church wedding consists of an instrumental prelude (approximately 30 minutes before the hour of the 

service), processional music (for the entrance of the clergy, the couple and attendants), any hymns to be sung by the 

congregation during the service, recessional music (for the members of the wedding party in the processional to exit), 

and a post-recessional. Occasionally, a vocal soloist may sing a sacred song as a part the Prelude and/or in an 

appropriate place in the service. The words of vocal music must have a sacred character and be appropriate for its 

place in the service. 

 
Wedding Finances 

A non-refundable deposit of $200 is required to reserve your wedding date and time on our calendar. The remaining 

balance must be paid to Myers Park Presbyterian Church at least sixty (60) days in advance of the wedding.  Checks are 

payable to Myers Park Presbyterian Church and can be mailed to the Worship Assistant at 2501 Oxford Place, Charlotte 

N.C., 28207. 

 
The standard fee for a wedding at Myers Park Presbyterian Church is $1300 ($200 initial deposit + $1100 two months 

prior to wedding date), which includes the following: 
 

 Officiating Pastor (wedding, on rehearsal, and pre-marital consultations) 

 Music Director/Organist (wedding, one rehearsal, and one consultation) 

 Wedding Director (wedding, one rehearsal, and one consultation)/Assistant Wedding Director 

 Custodian 
 Sound Technician and one audio CD of the wedding 

 

An additional fee of $50 will be charged for each extra musician rehearsals with the Director of Music and/or Associate 
Director of Music. When the Director of Music and/or Associate Director of Music are asked to book outside musicians, 

i.e. trumpet players, harpists, vocalists, string quartets, brass ensembles, bagpipers, a booking fee of $ 50 will be charged 

for each musician or ensemble hired. 

 
These additional services may be arranged through the Music Assistant: 
 

 Video tape recorded with the church’s equipment and videographer – contact worship assistant for pricing 
 Carillonneur to play the carillon before and after the wedding --$125 (payable directly to the performer) 
 A wide range of instrumentalists, soloist, or ensembles may be contracted through the Director of Music for 

varying fees. 
 

 

Bulletin Covers 
 

You may purchase the Bulletin covers used for services at Myers Park Presbyterian Church. The cost is $4.50 per 100 

sheets. Contact the Worship Assistant two weeks in advance of printing.  Myers Park Presbyterian Church does not 

print wedding bulletins. 



 

 

Other Policies 
 

1.   Because of their danger on stone floors, rice or birdseed may not be used in the Sanctuary or the Chapels or on the 

steps outside the building. 

2.   Smoking is not permitted anywhere in the buildings. 

3.   No alcoholic beverages will be permitted anywhere on the church grounds or in the buildings. 

4.   Members of the wedding party or family who exhibit disruptive behavior during the rehearsal or wedding will be 

asked to leave. 

5.   We recommend children included in the wedding ceremony be at least 5 years of age. 

6.   It is the responsibility of the wedding family to communicate these policies to all members of the wedding party and 

to all persons involved in the preparation for the wedding. 


