
508 Franklin Avenue, Grand Haven, Michigan 49417 

PRELUDE—Es ist ein’ Ros’ entsprungen            Johannes Brahms 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

INTROIT   
  

HANGING OF THE GREENS Rev. Kristine Aragon Bruce 
One:  Here in this place we prepare for the coming of the Lord. Here we will remember his Advent, his birth in Bethlehem, 

weak and helpless as an infant. And here we rekindle our prayer, "Come, Lord Jesus" as we await his coming as the 
bright and morning star. 

All:  We hang symbols and signs of Christ — ruler, prophet, priest. 
One: We hang the star as a sign of how God calls people from the ends of the earth to seek Jesus. 
 We hang the cross as a sign of God’s forgiving love for the sins of the world.  
 We hang the butterfly as a sign of resurrection and eternal life because Christ has triumphed over death. 
 We hang the dove as a sign of God’s presence with us in the Holy Spirit.  
 We hang the fish as a sign of our unity with Christians everywhere. 
All:  As we enter Advent, let us seek Jesus with joy and expectation. 
 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLE  
  
OPENING HYMN—O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  Hymn #88 vs 1, 2, 4, 6  
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent, for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name.   

 (time for silent confession) 
 

RESPONSE—Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus Hymn #82, vs 1 
Come, thou long expected Jesus, born to set thy people free; from our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in thee.  
Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art; dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart.  
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 

RESPONSE—Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus Hymn #82, vs 2 
Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a king; born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. By thine 
own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone; by thine all sufficient merit raise us to thy glorious throne. 
 

WORD FOR THE CHILDREN  
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS 
First Lesson—Psalm 130 
Second Lesson—Hebrews 6:19-20 

Welcome to Worship Online!  
Click here to Facebook Link  

“Hope” is the thing with feathers - 
That perches in the soul - 
And sings the tune without the words - 
And never stops - at all” 

Emily Dickinson 
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SERMON  Anchor of the Soul Rev. Troy Hauser Brydon 
  
RESPONSIVE SONG—What Child Is This 
    
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

CALL FOR THE OFFERING 
 

OFFERTORY—Hallelujah    
   
DOXOLOGY—O Lord, How Shall I Meet You              Hymn #104, vs 3 

You come, O Lord, with gladness, in mercy and goodwill, to bring an end to sadness and bid our fears be still.  
In patient expectation we live for that great day when your renewed creation your glory shall display. 
 

PRAYER OF THANKS 
 

CLOSING SONG—All the People Said Amen  
 

CHARGE TO THE CONGREGATION 
 

BENEDICTION and CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Hymn #88, vs 7 
O come, Desire of nations, bind all peoples in one heart and mind; bid envy, strife, and discord cease; fill the whole 
world with heaven’s peace. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
        

POSTLUDE—Von Himmel hoch           Anton Wilhelm Leupold 
  

WORSHIP CONCLUDES—SERVICE BEGINS! 
  

 

The flowers in the chancel are dedicated to the glory and honor of God and to the congregation of  
First Presbyterian Church in appreciation of their support of the “Thank Offering” today for Presbyterian Women’s 

Missions Nationally and Internationally.   
Happy St. Andrew’s Day, November 30th. 

 
Our Church Family & Friends 

 

Our prayers of sympathy and support:  Our prayers of sympathy and support go to the family of Mary Coats, who 

passed away November 20th.  The family is planning a Memorial Service for the summer. 
 

Prayer requests: Brian Anderson and Joan Tandler, Mary Fullerton, Anne Guimond, Marilew Helmers, Joe McCrea, Lisa 

Stoner, and  Sandy Teunis 
 

Your ongoing generosity with the church is appreciated! A drop box has been installed between the set of doors at 

the Clinton Street entrance where you can securely drop off your offering while maintaining “social distancing.” 

You can also mail your offering: 508 Franklin Ave, GH 49417, give online using onrealm.org or text FPGH to 73256.  

We are working hard to keep the church strong, serving, and ready to relaunch as soon as we are able.  
 

Advent Midweek Meditations—6:00 p.m. Wednesdays, December 2, 9 & 16 

In the overwhelming noise and chaos of the Christmas season you and your family are invited to pause and turn 

instead towards stillness and silence.  Rather than focusing on God above or beyond us we turn our attention to 

the God who dwells within each of us.  Each 30 minute service will incorporate songs, scripture readings and 

lighting of candles. 

Wednesday, December 2—A Service of Reflection 

Wednesday, December 9—A Service of Lament 

Wednesday, December 16—A Service of Hope 
 

 

Worship Leaders: 
 Rev. Troy Hauser Brydon, Senior Pastor; Rev. Kristine Aragon Bruce, Associate Pastor 

Maryanne Beery, Director of Music & Fine Arts; Rob Hlebinsky, Organist; Marc Felt, Gathering Band Director 

 

https://onrealm.org/FPGH/SignIn

