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Eighth Day – April 4, 2017 
 

Legislative Journal 
 

Fifth Legislature 
Hun Kah Session  

 
Osage Nation Chambers, Pawhuska, Oklahoma 

Tuesday, April 4, 2017 
 

Welcome and Call to Order 
 

The Session was called to order by Speaker Pratt at 10:05 a.m.  
 

Opening Prayer 
 

The opening prayer was given by Congressman Walker. 
 

Roll Call 
 

The roll was called and the following members were present: 
 
Congresswoman Buffalohead 
Congresswoman Edwards 
Congressman Hamilton 
Congressman Maker 
Congressman Mason 
Congressman Norris 
Congressman Shaw 
Congressman Supernaw 
Congressman Tillman  
Congressman Walker 
Congresswoman Whitehorn 
Speaker Pratt 
Assistant Chief Red Corn 
 
Pursuant to Article VI, Section 9 of the Constitution of the Osage Nation, presence 
of at least two-thirds (2/3) of the whole number of the members of the Congress 
shall be necessary to constitute a meeting of the congressional house for the exercise 
of its powers.  Speaker Pratt established a Quorum. 

 
Approval of Journal 

 
Motion-To Approve.  Congresswoman Edwards made a motion to approve the journal 
of April 3, 2017 as presented.  The motion was seconded and passed with 12 yeas and 0 
nays. 
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Introduction of Bills and Resolutions 
 

(None) 
 

Bills and Resolutions on First Reading 
 

ONCA 17-50, An Act to establish the format for annual authorization and 
appropriation legislation, including appropriation of fiscal year operating funds to 
each branch of the Osage Nation and Independent Agencies. The Sponsor, 
Congresswoman Edwards, read the legislation into the record. 
 
Speaker Pratt referred ONCA 17-50 to the Osage Nation Congressional Committee on 
Appropriations. 
 
ONCA 17-51, An Act to authorize an intergovernmental agreement with the City of 
Barnsdall to purchase five fire hydrants and to appropriate ten thousand five 
hundred dollars ($10,500) for that purpose.  The Sponsor, Congresswoman Edwards, 
read the legislation into the record. 
 
Speaker Pratt referred ONCA 17-51 to the Osage Nation Congressional Committee on 
Government Operations. 
 
ONCA 17-52, An Act to amend ONCA 16-52 to establish eligibility, deadlines, and 
mandate an application process to access academic camp funding through a 
Summertime Achievement Reward (STAR) Scholarship for Osage Student high 
academic achievers. The Sponsor, Congressman Mason, read the legislation into the 
record. 
 
Speaker Pratt referred ONCA 17-52 to the Osage Nation Congressional Committee on 
Education. 
 

Reports of Select Committees 
 

(None) 
 

Reports of Standing Committees 
 

Osage Nation Congressional Committee on Government Operations; 
Congresswoman Buffalohead, Chair.  The committee met on ONCA 17-34 and reports 
a do pass recommendation. 
 
Osage Nation Congressional Committee on Government Operations; 
Congresswoman Buffalohead, Chair.  The committee met on ONCR 17-12 and reports 
a do pass recommendation. 
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Osage Nation Congressional Committee on Commerce, Gaming and Land; 
Congressman Supernaw, Chair.  The committee met on ONCR 17-18 and reports a do 
pass recommendation with amendments. 
 
Motion-To Suspend the Rules.  Congressman Supernaw made a motion to suspend the 
rules, modify the agenda and place ONCR 17-18 on third reading after engrossment.  The 
motion was seconded and passed with 11 yeas and 1 nays. 
 
Congresswoman Buffalohead   yes 
Congresswoman Edwards   no 
Congressman Hamilton   yes 
Congressman Maker    yes 
Congressman Mason    yes 
Congressman Norris    yes 
Congressman Shaw    yes 
Congressman Supernaw   yes 
Congressman Tillman    yes 
Congressman Walker    yes 
Congresswoman Whitehorn   yes 
Speaker Pratt     yes 

 
General Order Day 2 – Amendments may be Proposed 

 
ONCR 17-13, A Resolution to provide for an election to amend Article VI, Sections 
3 and 5 of the Constitution of the Osage Nation. (Maker) 
 
Speaker Pratt opened the floor for amendments to be proposed. 
 
Motion-To Amend.  Congressman Maker made a motion to amend ONCR 17-13 as 
follows: 
 
Page(s) 1-2, Line(s) 16-69:  Strike lines 16 through 69 and Insert the following in its 
place. 
 
To provide for an election to amend Article VI, Sections 3 and 5, and Article VII, 
Sections 2 and 4 of the Constitution of the Osage Nation. 
 
Whereas, 
 

1. Article XX, Section 1 of the Constitution of the Osage Nation provides for 
proposed amendments to the Constitution to be initiated by the Osage Nation 
Congress; and  

2. Article XX, Section 1 further provides that proposed amendments to the 
Constitution, upon approval by the Congress, shall be put before the Osage People 
for their approval or rejection at the next general election, except when the 
legislature shall order a special election for that purpose. 
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Now, Therefore, Be It Resolved, 
 

1. That the Osage Nation Congress puts before the Osage People for their approval 
or rejection at the next general election, or at a special election if ordered by the 
Legislature, the following amendment to the Constitution of the Osage Nation: 
A. Article VI, Section 3 shall be amended to read: 

 
Term of Office:  For the first election under this Constitution, the twelve 

(12) positions in the Osage Nation Congress shall be arranged in order to 
establish a system of staggered terms of office whereby six (6) representatives 
shall be elected to serve a six (6) year term and six (6) representatives shall be 
elected to serve a four (4) year term.  Thereafter, all member of the Osage 
Nation Congress shall be elected to four (4) year terms with elections of half 
of the positions to be held every two (2) years or biennially commencing in 
2010.  All elected and/or appointed officials of the Osage Nation Congress 
shall serve until their successors are duly elected and installed.  A person 
elected to the Osage Nation Congress shall be limited to four (4) full 
consecutive terms in office plus any initial partial term fulfilled as the result of 
a vacancy, before a two-year mandatory leave from Congress must be 
satisfied, and then the person will be eligible for four (4) more full 
consecutive terms in office. 

 
B. Article VI, Section 5 shall be amended to read: 

 
Disqualifications:  No member of the Osage Nation Congress shall hold 

any other tribal office or position of profit under the Osage Nation during the 
term for which the member is elected or appointed.  No member of the Osage 
Nation Congress shall hold any other tribal office under another Indian nation 
during his or her term of office.  A person shall be disqualified to hold a 
position as a member of Congress after serving four (4) full terms, plus any 
initial partial term fulfilled as the result of a vacancy, as a member of 
Congress until two-year mandatory leave from Congress is satisfied.  The 
Osage Nation Congress may prescribe further disqualifications. 

 
2. That the Osage Nation Congress puts before the Osage People for their approval 

or rejection at the next general election, or at a special election if ordered by the 
Legislature, the following amendment to the Constitution of the Osage Nation: 
 
A. Article VII, Section 2 shall be amended to read: 

 
Term of Office:  The Principal Chief shall be elected by qualified Osage 

voters at a general election to a term of four (4) years and shall serve until a 
successor has been elected and installed.  The Principal Chief shall be elected 
by a majority of votes.  A person elected to the Office of the Principal Chief 
shall be limited to four (4) full terms in office plus any initial partial term 
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fulfilled as the result of a vacancy before a four-year mandatory leave from 
the Office of the Principal Chief must be satisfied, and then the person will be 
eligible for four (4) more full consecutive terms in office. 

 
B. Article VII, Section 4 shall be amended to read: 

 
Disqualifications:  The Principal Chief shall not hold any other office or 

position of profit under the Osage Nation nor hold any office, be it elected or 
appointed, under any other tribal government or state, county or federal 
government.  A person shall be disqualified to hold the Office of Principal 
Chief after service four (4) full terms, plus any initial partial term fulfilled as 
the result of a vacancy, as Principal Chief until the four-year mandatory leave 
from the Office of Principal Chief is satisfied. 

 
The motion was seconded. 
 
Motion-To Commit .  Maria Whitehorn made a motion to commit ONCR 17-13 back to 
the committee of jurisdiction.  The motion was seconded and failed with 2 yeas and 10 
nays. 
 
Congresswoman Buffalohead   no 
Congresswoman Edwards   yes 
Congressman Hamilton   no 
Congressman Maker    no 
Congressman Mason    no 
Congressman Norris    no 
Congressman Shaw    no 
Congressman Supernaw   no 
Congressman Tillman    no 
Congressman Walker    no 
Congresswoman Whitehorn   yes 
Speaker Pratt     no  
 
Motion-To Suspend the Rules.  Congresswoman Edwards made a motion to suspend 
the rules, modify the agenda and place ONCR 17-18 on General Order Day 2 for 
amendments to be proposed.  The motion dies for lack of a second. 
 
Point of Order.  Congresswoman Edwards raised a Point of Order and asked if Congress 
could refuse to allow a member to make an amendment to a bill or resolution. 
 
Speaker Pratt ruled the decision was in order because there was no second and 
precedence had been set in the past for this. 
 
Motion-To Recess.  Congressman Walker made a motion to recess for the purpose of 
engrossment.  The motion was seconded and passed with 12 yeas and 0 nays. 
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Congress recessed at 10:30 a.m. 
 
Congress reconvened at 11:10 a.m. 
 
All members were present when Congress reconvened. 
 

Reports of Select Committees 
 

Osage Nation Congressional Committee on Rules, Ethics, and Engrossment; 
Congresswoman Edwards, Chair.  The committee met on ONCR 17-18 and reports a 
do pass as properly engrossed. 

 
Third Reading 

 
ONCR 17-18, A Resolution approving the lease of the Bluestem Ranch to Bluestem 
Ranch, LLC. (Pratt) 
 
Speaker Pratt presented the question, “Shall the Resolution pass?”  A vote was taken and 
the resolution passed with 11 yeas and 1 nays. 
 
Congresswoman Buffalohead  yes 
Congresswoman Edwards  no 
Congressman Hamilton  yes 
Congressman Maker   yes 
Congressman Mason   yes 
Congressman Norris   yes 
Congressman Shaw   yes 
Congressman Supernaw  yes 
Congressman Tillman   yes 
Congressman Walker   yes 
Congresswoman Whitehorn  yes 
Speaker Pratt    yes 
 
Speaker Pratt referred ONCR 17-18 to enrollment. 
 

Motions and Notices 
 

Congressman Walker announced a Health and Social Services Committee Meeting to be 
held immediately following session. 
 
Congresswoman Edwards announced an Education Committee Meeting to be held from 
1:00 p.m. until 2:30 p.m. 
 
Speaker Pratt announced a Culture Committee Meeting to be held from 2:30 p.m. until 
4:00 p.m. 
 



 7

Motion-To Approve.  Congresswoman Edwards made a motion to approve the rules 
changes presented in a previous meeting.  The motion dies for a lack of a second. 
 

Adjournment  
 

Motion-To Adjourn.  Congresswoman Buffalohead made a motion to adjourn until 
10:00 a.m. tomorrow.  Motion was seconded and passed with 12 yeas and 0 nays. 
 
Speaker Pratt adjourned the Session at 11:43 a.m. 
 

Shana Walker 
Clerk of Congress 


