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SHAPE SHIFTERS
Circle the shape that is different?
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BUILD A HOUSE
Use the five shapes from the last activity to build a house. Come up with at least five 
combinations. You can use the same shape as many times as you want but you must 

use at least two different shapes to create your house. 
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Uses 2 Shapes

Examples:

Uses 5 Shapes Uses 3 Shapes
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TEACHER’S GUIDE

SHAPE SHIFTERS - PART 1 
Ask students to circle the shape they think is different from the rest. Try not to give them any other 
information or lead them towards any particular shape. Write A - E on the board. After a few minutes 
go through each letter and ask the students to call out why they chose the shape that corresponds 
to the letter. Write their answers for each shape on the board under the corresponding letter.

SHAPE SHIFTERS - PART 2 
Ask students to build a house using at least two of the shapes from part one. They can use the 
shapes as many times as they want but must use at least two different shapes. Ask them to come 
up with at least five combinations.

*For younger students draw a few examples on the board with them to give them an idea of how the 
shapes can fit together before setting them loose on their own. You can also choose 2 shapes and 
just use those to make it easier. 
 
Examples:  
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Point: 
This gives students a chance to solve a problem and apply the idea of brainstorming many solutions.

The Point:
There is no one answer. They are all right depending on your point-of-view.

Examples:

Uses 2 Shapes Uses 5 ShapesUses 3 Shapes

A. Has no points B. Only one with straight lines. C. Only one you could put water 
in and use as a container.

D. Only one with both 
straight lines and curves

E. Only one that resembles 
a sailboat


