
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

 
At the ANNUAL PARISH MEETING of the ELECTORS of CORNSAY PARISH held on 25th May 2011 at 

7.00pm in Hamsteels Community Hall, Esh Winning.  

 

Present:  

Councillor Barbara Armstrong (in the Chair) 

and Councillors George Burlison, Rhoda Makepeace, Duncan Robb, Cath Stacey, County 

Councillor Joe Armstrong and one member of the public 

 

Apologies:  

Apologies for absence were received from Parish Councillors Syd and Kathleen Duggan 

 

Opening Remarks: 

 Councillor Barbara Armstrong welcomed those present to the meeting. 

 

Report of the Chairman of the Parish Council: 

 Councillor Barbara Armstrong gave her report on the Parish Council’s activities 

throughout the year explaining that the Council had been active on a number of projects; 

some bringing positive outcomes, others disappointingly not leading to the conclusions 

desired.  

Throughout the year there had been vacant seats on the Council, however George 
Burlison had recently been welcomed as a member.  Sadly Stan and Pat Clark decided to 
step down from the Council earlier this year but there input was most valued.  

A new fence was installed around the Play Area at Cornsay Colliery which would 
complement the new equipment currently being installed following the sucessful bid for 
Playbuilder funding.  In addition to the Playbuilder grant, TRACC, local members and 
Parish Council has also made contributions towards the cost.  

One of the most disappointing events of the year was when the County Council decided 
that it was not prepared to offer the former Hamsteels Primary School to the Council for 
use as a community building.  A great deal of work had been undertaken by the Parish on 
this project and the outcome of the consultation exercise demonstrated that a significant 
majority of residents were in favour of the proposal.  Regrettably, as a result of the time 
taken to progress the matter, the building was vandalised and the County Council felt that 
the Parish would not be able to secure sufficient funding for repair and refurbishment. 
 Although disappointing, it remained clear that a new community building is required.  A 
further consultation carried out recently showed that a substantial proportion of residents 
wished to see new community facilities.  The Council therefore decided to look at the 
option of rebuilding on the current site and work was ongoing at this time.  

A further disappointing event in relation to the community centre was the decision to close 
the main hall as a result of problems with the ceiling.  This of course resulted in disruption 
to the users of the hall, but the Council in consultation with the Community Association felt 
that it was a necessary step to take to protect the users of the hall until such time as the 
matter could be resolved.  

The Council now had its own website - parishes.durham.gov.uk/cornsay.  The site was 
provided and hosted by Durham County Council with content developed by the Parish.  
The website contained much useful information in relation to the Council and other local 
organisations and had received a pleasing number of visits in the few months that it has 
been live.  



The past year had been quiet in relation to planning applications. The Council had only 
been requested to comment on 8 applications, most of these being for relatively minor 
developments.   

The Council receives a number of applications from a variety of organisations seeking 
financial assistance to support their activities.  Due to the number of requests received, 
the Council generally restricts any grants to groups based within the Parish or who can 
show that their activities benefit residents of the Parish.  This year grants had been 
awarded to the Hamsteels Dreamcatchers Linedancing Group  to allow an application for 
match funding and to the Hamilton and District Homing Society towards the purchase of 
new equipment.  

In order to celebrate the Royal Wedding, the Council also made contributions towards the 
cost of events at Cornsay Village, Cornsay Colliery and Hamsteels.  

Although mindful of the current financial climate, when considering its Precept for the 
forthcoming year, the Council felt that it had no option other than to increase this.  In 
previous years, a s136 payment was received from Derwentside District Council, this sum 
being in the region of £1000 or 10% or the precept. Although the County Council had 
honoured this agreement the previous year, it appeared from negotiations that this was 
not something they would be able to offer in future.  At the time of setting the Precept, the 
County Council had not reached a final decision although indications were that we would 
not receive this sum.  The Parish was therefore faced with implementing a 10% increase 
simply to remain in the same financial position as in previous years.  The Council is also 
faced with rising costs for the goods and services it purchases and it was felt that a small 
increase was necessary to cover these also.  It was agreed therefore that a 12% increase 
was necessary to maintain the Council's finances.  While in percentage terms this is a 
large increase, the Precept per property is quite small and this increase is only in the 
region of a few pence per household.  

The Council is currently in a healthy financial position.  

Main items of expenditure during the year included the Clerk's wages, new play area 
fence and environmental works (such as grass cutting, planters and play area 
inspections) and in total the Council spent just under £7000.  Income received by the 
Council was chiefly from the Precept, with a small amount of interest being generated on 
the Council's funds.  

The Council is holding funds specifically allocated to play/leisure equipment and to a 
community building.  These funds were received either from grants or monies set aside by 
the Council for these specific purposes. 

Reports from Other Organisations: 

 Hamsteels Youth Partnership –  

The Partnership had been successful in applying for further funding throughout the 

year and activities were ongoing. 

 

  Hamsteels Dreamcatchers Line Dancers –  

A successful funding application had allowed the purchase of a laptop, projector 

and screen which had been much appreciated and well used.  

 

  Hamsteels History Group –  

The Group had continued to meet regularly throughout the year and had been 

successful in an application for funding from the West Durham Wind Farm 

Community Benefits Fund. 

 



  Cornsay Village Residents Association – 

The grant made in respect of the Royal Wedding celebration was to be used 

towards a trip away for residents. 

 

Issues Raised by Electors: 

  No issues were raised by Electors.  

 

 

The meeting closed at 7.15pm 


