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Travelling for Christmas
A major park in Lagos. Passengers travelling for Christmas holiday wait to check in their luggage. For many Nigerians in the cities, it is a period when they travel home to reunite and celebrate with their kith and kin. This year, however, the 
economic recession seems to have affected the volume of passengers.                   Pic by Olawale Amoo
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I
n 2009, while addressing members 
of the UK Conservative Party, 
David Cameron gave notice of 
sweeping spending cuts whenever 
the party took over the British gov-

ernment. In his keynote speech, dubbed 
“Age of Austerity”, Cameron said: “Over 
the next few years, we will have to 
take some incredibly tough decisions 
on taxation, spending and borrowing – 
things that really affect people’s lives…. 
In the weeks and months ahead, the 
shadow cabinet will redouble its efforts 
to identify wasteful and unnecessary 
public spending…to identify significant 
future savings.”

It was therefore not surprising that 
in October 2010, George Osborne as 
Chancellor of the Exchequer unveiled 
what was described by the media as 
the biggest UK spending for decades but 
derided by the opposition Labour Party 
as “a reckless gamble with people’s 
livelihoods”.

In the review, which Osborne de-
scribed as “Britain’s unavoidable deficit 
reduction plan (to) put Britain’s public 
services and welfare system on a sus-
tainable long-term footing”, budgets of 
government departments were slashed 
by an average of 19 percent over four 
years. This reporter recalls that his 
favourite magazine, Developments, 
published by the UK Department for 
International Development (DfID), was 
one of the objects hit by the axe. The 
letter to subscribers, by DfID’s chief 
Andrew Mitchell, captured the essence 
of the UK Government’s action. 

“Across government,” wrote Mitchell, 
“there is a drive to get more resources to 
the frontline, and this decision about 
Developments magazine is supported 
by a government-wide freeze on all 
non-essential marketing and advertis-
ing expenditure. With record levels of 
national debt, all departments need to 
be smarter….” 

21st century economy, 20th century 
bureaucracy

Across the pond (from the UK), 
in January 2012, President Barack 
Obama, announced a plan to request 
the US Congress to restore presidential 
authority which would allow him to 
“streamline government to make it 
work better for the American people 
while eliminating duplication, waste 
and inefficiencies”.

As he put it, “We live in a 21st cen-
tury economy, but we’ve still got a gov-
ernment organised for the 20th cen-
tury. Our economy has fundamentally 
changed – as has the world – but the 
government has not. The needs of our 
citizens have fundamentally changed 
but their government has not. Instead, 
it has often grown more complex.” 

The fact sheet on that statement 
listed six government departments and 
agencies which focused primarily on 
business and trade in the United States’ 
Federal Government.  The contention 
was that these six bodies were like a 
maze, particularly for small businesses, 
to navigate. Obama therefore proposed 
to “consolidate those six departments 

and agencies into one Department 
with one website, one phone number 
and one mission – helping American 
businesses succeed. One Department: 
there will be one Department where 
entrepreneurs can go from the day they 
come up with an idea and need a patent, 
to the day they start building a prod-
uct and need a warehouse, to the day 
they are ready to export and need help 
breaking into new markets overseas.”

That same 2012, a presidential com-
mittee which the Nigerian govern-
ment, led by then President Goodluck 
Jonathan, had set up a year earlier (on 
18 August, 2011) to look at how to ration-
alise and restructure its Ministries, De-
partments and Agencies, submitted its 
report, noting that it was convinced that 
if its recommendations were “accepted 
and diligently implemented…huge 
reductions would be made in the cost 
of running government and greater ef-
ficiency ensured”. The report now goes 
by the name Oronsaye Report, after its 
chairman (Steve Oronsaye), who was 
once head of the Nigeria’s civil service. 

The Committee established that 
there were 541 parastatals, commis-
sions or agencies, and bodies backed 
by the constitution. Two hundred and 
fifty-eight of these “are fully-fledged 
parastatals or agencies” (confusing?). 
But, wait for these, 50 of these were 
found to “exist without enabling laws” 
– and that includes the Office of the 
Accountant-General of the Federation. 

You may access the report here: 
http://agora.nigeriagovernance.org/
wp-content/uploads/2015/04/Oron-
saye-Main-Report.pdf

By the way, there had been several of 
this kind of report produced by various 
other committees in the past. Of course, 
if there had been implementation, 
the Oronsaye Committee may have 
been needless. 

Which is why many who heard 
Kaduna State Governor Nasir el-Rufai 
say recently that the National Economic 
Council (NEC) has suggested to the 
Federal Government to consider imple-
menting the Oronsaye Report might 
have shrugged, “hmmm”, and moved 
on to other serious things. More so, with 
reports of rising unemployment across 

the federation, it is doubtful if the Fed-
eral Government would consider any 
move now that would lead to further 
termination of jobs, even as it is inevi-
table to reduce cost of governance. As 
John F Kennedy said, “The time to repair 
the roof is when the sun is shining”. In 
2012, Nigeria earned US$62.9 billion 
(about N12.5 trillion) from oil sales. Pay-
outs to rationalised staff would have 
been readily accommodated. Not now.

Hard, yet wise decisions are needed.
The words of a former chaplain of the 

Aso Villa Chapel, Rev. William Okoye, 
are instructive: “It is not going to be easy, 
but that is the cost of leadership. Nigeria 

Big government palaver

LOLU LUSI

Nigeria’s Federal Government needs to go beyond talking about 
reducing cost of governance, but what can it do now?

President Muhammadu Buhari

 What followed, however, showed that the issue of rationalisation and re-
structuring of Nigeria’s numerous agencies will remain with us – until some-
thing is done.

One Ismaila Olowo wondered why government agencies were contradicting 
themselves and expressed frustration with “duplication of offices”.

is about the most expensive in terms of 
paying of political office holders and we 
are not so rich. If other rich countries 
could cut down their cost of governance, 
we should do that as well, unless we don’t 
want to move forward, especially given 
our present economic challenges.”

But then, according to the Director-
General of the Bureau of Public Service 
Reforms, Dr Joe Abah, the BPSR had 
carried out a comprehensive review of 
both the Oronsaye report and the gov-
ernment white paper and provided its 
advice to the Secretary to the Govern-
ment of the Federation. Abah did not 
provide the details of the advisory. It is 
not also sure if the NEC was briefed on 
this development. 

What about some thinking outside 
of the box?

On October 28, 2011, President 
Barack Obama challenged American 
government agencies “to think beyond 
their organisational boundaries in the 
best interest of serving America’s busi-
ness community, and start thinking 
and acting more like the businesses 
they serve”.

That gave birth to BusinessUSA – a 
“centralised, one-stop platform to make 
it easier than ever for businesses to 
access services to help them grow and 
hire” (Visit https://businessusa.gov).

Nigeria needs something like this 
now, more than ever before. To quote 
Obama again, “Winning the future in 
the global economy will require a Gov-
ernment that wisely allocates its scarce 
resources to maximise efficiency and 
effectiveness.” Or, put differently, evolve 
or dissolve.

Who does what?
During the week, there were reports of the seizure of 2.5 tonnes of “plastic 

rice” said to have been smuggled into Nigeria “by unscrupulous businessmen”. 
The head of the Customs unit which carried out the action, Haruna Mamudu, 

was quoted as saying the rice was very sticky after it was boiled. 
However, Nigeria’s Health Minister Isaac Adewole, a professor, took to Twitter 

and debunked the claim. 

 Dr Joe Abah, director-general of the Bureau of Public Service Reforms (see 
main story) managed to provide some clarifications. He must have to become 
Big Brother to see other queries/lamentations and intervene accordingly.

Winifred Ekanem, Oyo-Ita, FCA, Head of the Civil 
Service of the Federation
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Christmas and the rice ‘fever’

P
a Robert Mugabe, Zimba-
bwe’s life president who 
in recent times has been 
quoted on virtually every 
topic under the sun, is re-

ported to have said that Christmas 
in Africa is just like World Rice Day.

He may not be far from the truth 
(assuming he actually made the state-
ment). In Nigeria, it could be said that 
Christmas without rice is no Christ-
mas. Christmas, the Christian celebra-
tion of the birth of Jesus Christ, has 
over the years come to share a bond 
with rice, a cereal grain known to 
be the most widely consumed staple 
food for a large part of the world’s 
human population. How and when 
this relationship began is a matter of 
conjecture.

Suffice it to say that rice is the 
keyword on everyone’s lips during 
Christmas in Nigeria – governments 
across the country distribute bags 
of rice to civil servants within their 
domain, companies share bags of rice 
to their staff, richer families give out 
rice to poorer ones, cooperative soci-
eties arrange for interested members 
to buy bags of rice at cheaper rates, 
and so on.

This Christmas, however, the 
discussion around rice has reached 
fever pitch as the commodity has 
gone beyond the reach of the masses, 
prompting many state governments 
to intervene.  

 Beyond reach
 Time was when rice seemed like 

a luxury in most Nigerian homes. 
Back then, rice was the special meal 
on Sundays for those who could af-
ford it. For others, it was a delicacy 
specially made during festivities such 
as Christmas, New Year, Easter, birth-
days, weddings, etc.

Those days may be back as rising 
cost of rice has pushed the commodi-
ty beyond the reach of many families. 
With the national minimum wage 
static at N18,000, and with the prices 
of other commodities skyrocketing, 
the families that can comfortably 
afford a bag of rice this season is few 
and far between. A 50kg bag of rice 
today costs between N18,000 and 
N23,000, as against N8,000-10,000 
last year’s Christmas. This high price 
is also putting pressure on richer folks 
who ordinarily would want to give 
out rice as Christmas gifts.

Ebayeta Usifoh, a Lagos-based 
widow and mother of three, says her 
hope of eating rice today rests solely 
on her neighbours who may be kind 
enough to play the Good Samaritan 
role to her and her three children, 
otherwise it would end up a pipe-
dream for her and her family.

“I work in a motor park where 
they pay me N20,000 monthly, and 
you know the month is not ending 
yet. Even at the end of the month I 
am not going to have anything from 
my salary because I borrowed some 
money to pay the school fees of one of 
my twin daughters who is sitting for 
WAEC (West African Examination 
Council). The other one is crying now 
that she cannot be left at home while 

her sister is in school,” Usifo says.
“My husband died two years ago in 

Edo State, so I had to relocate to Lagos 
when life became too unbearable for 
me and the children. My relatives are 
here in Lagos, but many of them are 
out of job at the moment. So, rice is 
not on my mind this Christmas be-
cause it is just too expensive. I know 
somehow God will provide for us, but 
I cannot insist it must be rice. Things 
have been very tough for me; I nearly 
cried myself to death last week,” she 
tells BDSUNDAY.

Iliya Idris Abdul, a pastor with the 
Redeemed Christian Church of God 
(RCCG), says he solicited the help of 
some of his financially-stable friends 
to see if they can provide rice for his 
members this Christmas.

“Recession is really biting hard and 
the price of rice has shot up to the 
extent that ordinary people cannot 
afford it. So, I begged the people who 
I know can come to our aid to provide 
us with rice for our members. I told 
them I don’t need money, just give 
me rice for my members – although 
we are not asking just about anybody 
around. We are praying and trusting 
God to guide us,” he says.

 Local rice production gets a boost
 As it is often said, necessity is the 

mother of invention. Amid rising 
cost of imported rice occasioned by 
foreign exchange scarcity and other 
issues, many states of the federation 
took local rice production within their 
domain a notch higher. This move 
has made available more affordable 
brands of rice to many Nigerians who 
otherwise would have gone without 
rice this Christmas.

A list of made-in-Nigeria rice found 
on Nairaland, Nigeria’s online beer 
parlour, includes UMZA Rice (Kano 
State), Mas Rice (Gombe State), Mama 
Happy Rice (Niger State), Labana Rice 
(Kebbi State), Ebonyi Rice (Ebonyi 
State), Anambra Rice (Anambra State), 
Olam Rice (Nasarawa State), Ofada 
Rice, (Ogun State), and Igbemo Rice 
(Ekiti State). And there is LAKE rice, 

a result of a collaboration between 
Lagos and Kebbi States.

BDSUNDAY research shows that 
three grades of Ebonyi rice are avail-
able at the different rates. The lowest 
grade, R8, sells for N5,000 per bushel 
and N10,000 per 50kg bag; the higher 
grade, 306, sells for N7,000 per bushel 
and N14,000 per 50kg bag; while the 
highest grade, Mass, sells for N8,000 
per bushel and N16,000 per 50kg bag.

Just last Wednesday, Governor 
Akinwunmi Ambode of Lagos State 
and his Kebbi State counterpart, 
Atiku Bagudu,  launched the Lagos-
Kebbi Rice, christened LAKE rice, 
saying the effort was to ensure food 
security as well as showcase the abil-
ity of Nigeria to become a producing 
nation.

“LAKE Rice is of good quality. The 
major difference between LAKE Rice 
and the ones imported is that the im-
ported has a minimum of five to six 
years storage lifespan, but LAKE Rice 
is fresh,” Ambode said at the launch 
held at Lagos House in Ikeja.

A price breakdown given by the 
governor shows that a 50kg bag of 
LAKE Rice will sell for N12,000, a 
25kg bag for N6,000, and a 10kg bag 
for N2,500.

To ensure that the available stock 
goes round, Ambode said no indi-
vidual would be allowed to purchase 
more than a bag.

But many Nigerians are asking 
whether these gestures will be sus-
tained hereafter or whether they are 
just for Christmas’ sake and to score 
cheap political goal.

Why rice?
Peter Olukaja, a medical doctor, 

does not understand the craze for 
rice during Christmas to the utter 
disregard of other staple foods.

“No family will finish a bag of rice 
during Christmas and the highest a 
person can do is to eat rice through-
out Christmas Day. So, this is not 
enough reason to clamour for rice 
during Christmas,” Olukaja says.

“By right, people should go for food 

items they hardly eat all through the 
year to reflect Christmas as a special 
occasion that demands special meal 
and not the usual rice. No matter 
her claim of offering special delicacy 
every Christmas, my wife ends up 
cooking rice and it still tastes the 
same,” he adds.

For Seun Ononuga, a business ex-
ecutive, people can do without rice 
this Christmas. Those who cannot 
afford rice should eat what they have, 
he says.

“Eat yam, plantain, millet or other 
food items that are readily available. 
It is because of the preference for rice 
over our traditional food items that 
unscrupulous importers are thriving, 
bringing in things like plastic rice,” 
says Ononuga.

“Our soil is rich enough to grow 
other items such as potatoes, plan-
tain, yam, sorghum, among others. 
Churches should also encourage the 
faithful to eat whatever they can 
afford this Christmas. It must not be 
rice,” he says.

The RCCG pastor, Abdul, says 
there is nowhere in the Bible where 
Christmas was even mentioned not 
to talk of the kind of food to eat, and 
admonished Christians to be content 
with whatever food God makes avail-
able to them.

“There is even a strong argument 
on whether Christians should cel-
ebrate Christmas or not because of its 
controversial background. The eating 
of rice which has now become part 
of the ritual of Christmas cannot be 
traced to any particular scripture. I 
think it is just part of our culture to 
celibate festivals like Christmas with 
food everyone is excited about,” he 
says.

“We generally love rice as Afri-
cans, and that is why when you go to 
parties in Nigeria you see even rich 
people who can afford hundreds of 
bags of rice suddenly lose patience 
when fried or jollof rice is being 
served. There is just that mystery 
between rice and African celebration 

CHUKS OLUIGBO, OBINNA EMELIKE, 
MABEL DIMMA & NATHANIEL AKHIGBE
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It’s not all about rice

M
any Nige-
rians have 
grown wea-
ry of rice as 

they eat it day in day out. 
For a change, you may 
decide to try out some-
thing different today. 
Check out the list below.

 Plantain: A lot of 
sumptuous meals can 
be prepared using this 
staple. Meals such as 
Plantain pottage, plan-

cook with this staple. 
For instance, yam pepper 
soup, pounded yam with 
rich egusi or vegetable 
soup, yam pounded with 
plantain and served with 
fisherman sauce (a lo-
cal riverine dish- Rivers 
State), etc.

Beans: Beans is a fa-
vourite for many, so 
readily available in most 
homes. This legume can 
be cooked alone along 
with many other sta-
ples such as yam, sweet 
potato, Irish potato, or 
plantain coupled with 

dry fish, beef, chicken or 
goat meat.

Starch: This is pro-
cessed from cassava. 
When prepared, it is best 
eaten with banga soup. 
But again, any soup can 
suffice; just know that 
there is a way to eat it.

S we e t  Po t a t o e s : 
Apart from frying or 
plain boiling to eat with 
stew. Sweet potatoes 
can be cooked in pottage 
form with vegetables 
and meat (fish, chicken, 
goat, etc).

MABEL DIMMA

tain and beans pottage, 
plantain pepper soup 
(with any type of fish or 
meat), etc.

Cocoyam: One par-
ticular meal that can 
be made from this sta-
ple is Ekpankwukwo; 

a delicacy from Cross 
River and Akwa Ibom 
states.

Yam: A lot of us know 
about boiled or fried 
yam meals, or yam pot-
tage, but there are other 
amazing meals one can 

of Christmas,” he adds.
Sarah Okenwa, a 

marketing executive, 
does not share the ex-
citement people have of 
rice as a perfect gift idea 
for Christmas.

“Rice is bulky, and 
before now it was not all 
that expensive. I think 
Christmas gift should be 
items that reflect love, 
the regard the givers 
have for the receivers, 
and must not necessar-
ily be rice. Has anyone 
offered yam or plan-
tain as Christmas gifts 
and they were rejected 
by the receivers?” she 
queries.

But experts say the 
need to feed a larger 
population and the fact 
that rice is fairly easy 
to prepare and can be 
prepared in a variety 
of ways may be among 
the reasons why it is in 
high demand among 
Nigerians, especially 
during festivities. Rice 
can be prepared as 
plain boiled rice eaten 
with tomatoes stew or 
other types of sauce or 
soup, fried rice, jollof 
rice, coconut rice, tuwo 
Shinkafa, Masa, Kunun 
Gyada, among others.

Anike Oyemade, a 
senior nutritionist at 
a Lagos State-owned 
medical facility, notes 
that rice is a sought-
after staple food even 
at Christmas because it 
is easy to cook, easy to 
digest, and can be eaten 
by anyone no matter 
the medical condition. It 
does not contain gluten 
and so is suitable for 
people on a gluten-free 
diet.

“Even the sick, elder-
ly and babies can digest 
this grain very well if 
cooked. Even people 
who are allergic to lots of 
other foods can eat rice. 
Besides, rice provides 
21 percent of global hu-
man per capita energy 
and 15 percent of per 
capita protein. It is low 
in fat and protein, com-

pared with other cereal 
grains,” says Medwell 
Journals report on ‘De-
mand Analysis for Rice 
in Nigeria’.

“Recent studies by 
the modern nutrition-
ists have compared 
the easily digestible 
organic rice protein, a 
highly digestible and 
non-allergenic pro-
tein to mother’s breast 
milk in the aspect of 
its nutritious quality 
and also for the high 
quantity of amino acid 
that is common in both 
rice protein and breast 
milk. Rice also provides 
minerals, vitamins and 
fiber, although all con-
stituents except carbo-
hydrates are reduced 
by milling,” says the 
report.

Brisk business for 
uns cr upulous  ele-
ments?

Some unscrupulous 
businesspeople seem 
to be cashing in on the 
high demand for rice 
across the world to ex-
periment with the idea 
of artificial manufac-

ture of rice, resulting 
in what is now known 
as plastic rice. Though 
controversy still sur-
rounds this issue, China, 
known to be the world’s 
largest producer of rice 
with a harvest of more 
than 200 million tonnes 
a year, is a prime suspect 
in this regard.

Several months ago 
the news of the exis-
tence of plastic rice 
went viral on social me-
dia. Videos were shared 
showing synthetic ma-
terials being fed into 
a machine to produce 
what looked like grains 
of rice.

M e s s a g e s  w e r e 
broadcast and rebroad-
cast on Whatsapp for 
cooks and consumers 
to be cautious. Quoting 
The Korea Times, one 
of the messages said 
not only does rice from 
China contain pesti-
cides used in Chinese 
agriculture, but rice can 
also be manufactured 
artificially.

“The potato starch 
is mixed with plastic 

(synthetic resin, for ex-
ample) and then takes 
the form of a grain of 
rice. The grains are then 
steamed with a typi-
cal rice flavor. Doctors 
sound the alarm against 
the consumption of this 
artificial product: three 
solid portions appar-
ently contain as much 
plastic as a small plastic 
bag. An alarming fact!” 
it said.

Even with thes e 
revelations, there were 
doubts in the minds of 
many as to whether 
plastic rice truly existed. 
Someone even asked 
whether it was easier 
and cheaper to manu-
facture rice artificially 
than to cultivate and 
harvest it – a question 
whose answer is as clear 
as daylight.

But these doubts 
were dispelled last Tues-
day when Mohammed 
Haruna, Customs Area 
Controller in charge of 
the Federal Operations 
Unit (FOU) Ikeja, an-
nounced that the unit 
intercepted 102 bags 

of plastic rice branded 
“Beat Tomato Rice” with 
no date of manufacture 
which, he said, were 
stored for distribution 
as Christmas gifts for 
the public. The plastic 
rice, he said, was inter-
cepted by officers of the 
unit along Ikeja area on 
Monday, adding that a 
suspect was arrested 
in connection with the 
seizure.

“ B e f o r e  n o w ,  I 
thought it was a rumour 
that the plastic rice is 
all over the country but 
with this seizure, I have 
been totally convinced 
that such rice exists. 
We have done the pre-
liminary analysis on 
the plastic rice. After 
boiling, it was sticky and 
only God knows what 
would have happened 
if people consumed it,” 
said Haruna, advising 
“economic saboteurs 
who see yuletide sea-
son as a peak period for 
nefarious acts to desist 
from such illegal busi-
ness”.

H o w e v e r,  I s a a c 

Adewole, minister of 
health, has debunked 
the claim that the bags 
of rice seized by Cus-
toms were plastic rice. 
This does not however, 
mean that the plastic 
rice does not exist.

 How to identify plas-
tic rice

In order to help peo-
ple determine whether 
the rice they are eating 
is natural or stuffed with 
plastic, some experts 
came up with four sim-
ple tricks which have 
also gone viral on social 
media. They are the wa-
ter test, the fire test, the 
mortar and pestle test, 
and the mold test. They 
are presented below as 
culled from Whatsapp 
messages.

 The water test
Pour a tablespoon 

of raw rice into a glass 
filled with cold water 
and mix vigorously. If 
the rice falls to the bot-
tom of the glass, every-
thing is fine. If on the 
contrary it floats on the 
surface, be vigilant, be-
cause it surely contains 
plastic!

 The fire test
Using a lighter and 

a match, burn a hand-
ful of rice. If it catches 
fire and smells of burnt 
plastic, you know what 
to do! Do not eat it!

 The mortar and 
pestle test

When molding a few 
grains of rice with a 
mortar and pestle, the 
powder should be quite 
white. For artificial rice, 
you will notice a yellow 
discoloration instead.

The mold test
If you want to be 

sure that you do not 
risk anything with 
your cooked rice, put 
a small amount into a 
tupperware and leave 
it in a warm place. In 
a few days, mold will 
have to appear, other-
wise it is that your rice 
is artificial.

Lagos State Governor, Akinwunmi Ambode (left), with his Kebbi State counterpart, Governor Atiku Bagudu holding a 10kg of the Lake Rice during the 
official launch, recently.
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News 

A 
fo r m e r  p re s i -
dent, Olusegun 
Obasanjo,  has 
challenged the 
South East gov-

ernors to work together and 
make use of abundant re-
sources in the zone to develop 
the area.

Obasanjo said that the 
people of South East are ex-
tremely unique and that that 
uniqueness must be used to 
their advantage through soli-
darity, cohesion and working 
together as a people.

The former president 
threw the challenge in Enugu 
while speaking at the occa-
sion of South East summit on 
economy and security.

“When I was growing up, 
many of the things we knew 
of the people of the South East 
are enterprise, entrepreneur-
ship, communal efforts and 
communal spirits. You take 

one member of the commu-
nity and you train him on the 
hope that he will come back 
and influence the develop-
ment of the community. Spirit 
of adventure; there is no place 
you go and there is no Igbo 
man,” he said. 

He urged the political lead-
ers of the South East to lever-
age on these sterling qualities 
and attributes develop the 
zone.

“What I want to say to you 
is that part of the instrument 
is already with you, People 
say if you want to walk fast 
work alone, but if you want to 
walk for a long distance work 
together. We should not work 
alone, if we have been work-
ing alone and we have not 
gone far, stop working alone 
and work together and be able 
to go far, that is the purpose of 
this summit. Whatever you 
have as a state and each of the 
states of the South East has 
something, you have land in 
addition to the people that are 

unique, that are well educated, 
that are enterprising, that are 
entrepreneur; yes your land is 
limited but it is very rich, what 
are we making of it?

“People came to me from 
China, a team that is looking 
for something made in Africa 
and they were talking to me 
about Aba; they want to come 
and develop industrial centre 
in Aba, they have heard about 
Aba in China,” Obasanjo said.

He challenged the gover-
nors and Igbo businessmen 
and women to look inwards 
in terms of development and 
work as a team.

On security, Obasanjo said 
that if there is no security in 
any part of Nigeria, it means 
there is no security in Nigeria. 
He further noted that there is 
a symbiotic relationship be-
tween security and economy. 
That one cannot have security 
if the economic wellbeing of 
people is not taken care of, and 
if the security of your people 
is not taken care of.

In the spirit of the season: EY reaches out to orphanage home, schools

I
n keeping faith with 
its purpose to build 
a better working 
world, Ernst and 

Young Nigeria, (EY) has 
looked beyond profit-
ability as an organisa-
tion to building human 
capacity development 
especially in the area of 
education as it recently 
donated several learn-
ing facilities, equipment 
and materials to a school 
for the blind, an orphan-
age home and a govern-
ment school.

Henry Egbiki, man-
aging partner of Ernst 

a n d  Y o u n g ,  w h i l e 
speaking about the ini-
tiative said that the ges-
ture which is in its sixth 
year goes beyond profit-
ability as the company 
sees it as a higher call-
ing of their existence to 
build a better working 
world.

Egbiki disclosed that 
despite the economic 
recession that Nigeria is 
experiencing, the com-
pany still went on with 
the initiative because to 
him, “this is a higher call-
ing for us we believe it is 
something that we need 
to do and we sustain it.”

He announced that 
beyond the charity day, 
come January 2017, 

staff of the company 
in their determination 
to improve the qual-
ity of education in the 
state has volunteered 
to devote 40 hours of 
teaching every week in 
selected schools.

According to him, 
“Our people will go 
to secondary schools 
around us for 40 hours 
every week to teach 
especially compulsory 
subjects where students 
are not doing well for 
instance, English Lan-
guage, mathematics and 
some of the core sci-
ence subjects and we 
think this is good; this 
is how you can impact 
communities around 

you; this is the way you 
can support, we are 
supporting to at least 
strengthen the human 
capital development, as 
you know the index has 
been very low for our 
country.”

The company visited 
Pacelli School for the 
Blind, Surulere where 
it provided an inverter 
for the School to ensure 
sustained power sup-
ply at the school and 
also donated lots of food 
items and materials to 
the school.

Jane Onyeneri, Prin-
cipal of Pacelli School for 
the Blind, expressed her 
gratitude to EY Nigeria 
for its kind gesture in 

donating the items.
Onyeneri explained 

that the school helps 
in educating visually 
impaired students from 
ages 7 to 17 by teaching 
blind people how to aca-
demically and socially 

acquire quality learning 
that would help them 
contribute to the growth 
of the society adding 
that the school depends 
on support and fund-
ing from well meaning 
organisations.

KELECHI EWUZIE

K
wara State Governor, 
Abdulfatah Ahmed, 
has explained how 
the state government 

expended the N5 billion col-
lected from the Federal Gov-
ernment as refunds from the 
London and Paris Club loans.

According to the governor, 
N1.892billion was released to 
local governments and state’s 
tertiary institutions to offset 
their November salaries.

The beneficiary institutions 
include the Kwara State Col-
leges of Education in Oro, Ilorin 
and Lafiagi; College of Ara-
bic and Islamic Legal Studies 
(CAILS), Ilorin and the Kwara 
State School of Nursing, Oke-
Ode.

Given the breakdown, Gov-
ernor Ahmed said the approval 
of the release of N892, 482, 
648.38 to the state-owned ter-
tiary institutions meant to clear 
the backlog of salary arrears 
owed their staff.

Similarly, the release of 

N1billion by the State govern-
ment to the sixteen local gov-
ernment councils in the State 
according to him was to aug-
ment their allocation for the 
payment of November 2016 
salaries and pensions.

The governor, who gave 
the breakdown of the state’s 
share of the loan refunds at 
the occasion of a send-off for 
retired permanent secretaries 
in the state, said the explana-
tion became expedient in view 
of “some unfounded claims the 
refunds have generated.”

“The balance would be 
channeled into critical infra-
structural projects and other 
people-oriented programmes 
across the state, such as the 
Small and Medium Scale Enter-
prise Scheme,” he said.

The governor assured the 
people that the state govern-
ment is still expecting addi-
tional refunds from the Fed-
eral Government in the coming 
months, saying “when it is 
received, it will go towards re-
current expenditure, on-going 
and new capital projects as 

well as other programmes like 
boosting the informal sector 
and Community Health Insur-
ance Scheme.”

Also speaking, Ademola 
Banu, Commissioner for Fi-
nance, added that the funds 
will be disbursed to the institu-
tions in monthly installments, 
stressing that the money is in 
addition to the current month-
ly subvention received by the 
colleges.Banu also expressed 
optimism that with the release 
of the funds, the affected insti-
tutions will be able to clear all 
the backlog of arrears owed 
their workers, adding that the 
colleges will also be able to en-
sure regular payment of their 
current salaries.

The commissioner further 
stated that the State govern-
ment is working hard with 
the management of the col-
leges to find a lasting solution 
to the salary crisis affecting the 
schools, while stressing that the 
government is committed to 
ensuring that the salary crisis 
at the local government level 
is resolved soon.

SIKIRAT SHEHU, Ilorin
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Obasanjo challenges S/E 
governors on development

How we spent n5bn London/Paris 
debt-service refund - Ahmed

L-R: Susan Richard-Azoro; widow of Richard Azoro;  Paul Ibe, head of Atiku Media Office, and his deputy, 
Olusola Sanni, at a condolence visit to the Richard Azoro family over the death of the former general manager 
at the Nigerian Television Authority, in Abuja.

M
argaret Benson 
Idahosa, the arch-
b i s h o p  o f  t h e 
Church of God 

Mission International (CGMI) 
has urged the Christendom to 
be committed to the upliftment 
of the less-privileged in society.

Idahosa made the call at the 
dedication of the Church’s La-
gos West, Zonal Headquarters 
‘Paradise City’, Okokomaiko, 
recently.

The church, according to 
her, is a distribution house. 
“Distribution of healings, spiri-
tual and physical things are to 

be carried out in the church 
so as to remove the barrier of 
class from the worship place,” 
she said.

Addressing her congregants 
from the book of Matthew 25: 
35-40, she said that a church is 
dedicated to give light to the 
world and reach out to the lost 
souls for whom Christ died, 
urging the church to put up a 
new mind, a renewed mind 
that reaches out to others.

The Archbishop called on 
members of the congregation 
to look inward and bless others 
with whatever resources they 
have because, “there is nobody 
that does not have something 
to give out.”

“CGMI does not destroy 
talent, we build and nuture 
talents”, she said, urging the 
host Pastor, Reverend Pele-
moh Martin to immediately 
inaugurate a prison ministry to 
reach out to prisoners and help 
integrate them into the society.  

The Paradise City project is 
the biggest and longest project 
of the church in Lagos. Accord-
ing to the Archbishop, the foun-
dation-laying ceremony was 
performed by the founder of 
the mission, Archbishop Ben-
son Idahosa in 1994 in company 
of Archbishop Joseph Ojo of 
the Calvary Kingdom Church 
who was then in charge of the 
church.

SEYI joHn SALAU

Idahosa urges the church to uplift 
the less-privileged in society
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Johnson, BusinessDay columnist, 
launches ‘Caught in a Trap’Okowa spits fire, describes 

killings, beheading as barbaric

G
o v e r n o r 
I f e a n y i 
O ko w a  o f 
Delta State 
h a s  d e -

scribed killing or be-
heading of individuals 
as barbaric, saying such 
is not in tune with the 
spirit of the 21st Cen-
tury.

C o n s e q u e n t l y , 
Okowa urged tradition-
al rulers in the state to 
ensure that their sub-
jects are not involved 
in any action capable of 
causing inter-commu-
nal crisis as, according to 
him, such killings were 
capable of igniting retal-
iatory attacks that could 
lead to inter-communal 
crisis.

While giving assur-
ance of his adminis-
tration’s commitment 
for dialogue as the best 
form of resolving dis-
putes, the governor also 

said that peaceful com-
munities would trans-
late into a peaceful state.

He spoke at a thanks-
giving service held at 
the Church of God Mis-
sion, Olu Palace, Warri 
as part of activities lined 
up for the celebration of 
the 1st coronation anni-

versary of Olu of Warri, 
Ogiame Ikenwoli.

Okowa, who stormed 
the Olu Palace accom-
panied by retinue of 
political office holders, 
asserted: “We are in a 
very serious situation, 
things that happened 
when people never 

knew God are happen-
ing now.”

“You must forgive 
who you think must 
have wronged you, a 
heart which is forgiving 
always lives in peace,” 
the governor said, add-
ing that giving thanks to 
God was very vital but 
that “the greatest of all 
thanksgiving is giving a 
reconciled heart to God 
because whatever you 
have given in thanks-
giving is nothing if you 
don’t have a forgiving 
heart.”

He congratulated the 
Olu of Warri on his one 
year anniversary and 
used the occasion to 
call for prayers for the 
country, the state, local 
government and dif-
ferent Kingdoms in the 
state.

Earlier in a sermon, 
the bishop, Mike Laju, 
urged people to live a 
life of thanksgiving and 
that of giving.
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DesmonD okon

merCy AzukA, Asaba M
ichael Akin-
sola John-
son, a retired 
rear admiral 

and a weekly columnist 
with BusinessDay, re-
cently launched a book 
titled ‘Caught in a Trap: 
Issues in Nigerian De-
mocracy and Develop-
ment’. 

At the launch which 
held at the Nigerian In-
stitute of International 
Affairs (NIIA) in Lagos, 
the author called on Af-
rican leaders, particu-
larly Nigerian leaders, to 
be realistic, transparent, 
and accountable in the 
execution of their duties.

The book, which 
the author described 
as a “gift for posterity”, 
dwells on a torrent of 
crucial themes of na-
tional significance, de-
tailing the issues posing 
as stumbling blocks to 
the country’s democracy 
and development, and 
proffering ways of disen-
tangling the nation from 
these problems.

Johnson said the book 
was inspired by his de-
sire to give to the society 
his thoughts on Nige-
ria’s democracy and de-
velopment, stating that 
democracy is complex, 
especially in a pluralis-
tic society like Nigeria, 
because of varying and 
divergent interests.

He contended that de-
velopment and democ-
racy should go together, 
adding that so many 
issues bedevil Nigeria’s 
democracy and develop-
ment.

“Leadership is a chal-
lenge. It takes a genera-
tion of committed lead-
ers to develop a nation. 
That means we must 
continuously have lead-
ers who have the capac-
ity and are capable of 
developing this nation,” 
he said.

“Another problem 
area is the constitution. 
The constitution has its 
own inadequacies, but 
even with these inade-
quacies, most Nigerians, 
especially politicians, 
don’t go by the rules. So, 
if you have a constitu-
tion and you don’t go by 
the rules, the country 
cannot grow. Impunity 
cannot assist democ-
racy to grow, neither 
will it assist a nation to 
grow. Impunity under a 
democratic dispensation 
is a tragedy, and we must 
learn to go by the rules,” 
he added.

Addressing the grow-
ing concern about the 
mismatch between de-
mocracy and develop-
ment, Johnson argued 

that if democracy is well 
practiced, it should natu-
rally lead to develop-
ment.

“There will be a mis-
match if what we are 
running is not democ-
racy. There will be a mis-
match between democ-
racy and development if 
there’s a lot of impunity 
and corruption in the 
society. There will be a 
mismatch if the citizens 
are not well taken care 
of and if we don’t have a 
stable polity,” he said.

“All these things come 
to play when you’re 
looking at development. 
Development is a serious 
issue. It’s not something 
you get on a platter of 
gold. You work for it. Na-
tions that are developed 
today worked very hard 
to attain development. 
So, we must also work 
very hard by making 
sure that we have the 
right people in the right 
places; by ensuring that 
our political leaders do 
not have their personal 
interest overriding na-
tional interest. National 
interest should be key, as 
well as seeing ourselves 
as one and as a nation. 
That is very important,” 
he further said.

Regarding the ideas 
surrounding the title of 
the book, the author said 
he was inspired by the 
gross refusal of policy-
makers to change poli-
cies, most importantly 
when these policies are 
not working.

“If policies are not 
working and you refuse 
to change them, then 
the country is caught 
in a trap. Policies evolve 
with time. There must be 
alternatives to policies,” 
he said.

“Policymaking is not 
that when you give one 
policy you remain there 
permanently, more so 
when it is not working. If 
a policy is working there 
is no problem. But when 
a policy is not work-
ing and people are com-
plaining then you turn 
deaf ears to the people 
that voted you into office 
and decide not to change 
the policy, and to be rigid 
with policy, then the na-
tion is caught in a trap,” 
he added.

In his acknowledge-
ment, Johnson said 
that during his days as 
a Masters Degree stu-
dent in Business Ad-
ministration, he found 
BusinessDay invaluable 
through vital business 
reports and analyses. He 
thanked the publisher, 
Frank Aigbogun, for the 
opportunity given him.

Johnson writes on the 
back page of Business-
Day every Tuesday.

…calls for realistic, transparent, accountable leadership

Peterside scorns at Wike’s judicial 
panel on rivers rerun elections

O
ne of Gover-
nor Nyesom 
Wike’s bitter-
est political 

rivals in Rivers State, 
Dakuku Peterside who 
contested against him 
in the 2015 gubernato-
rial election only to lose 
at the Supreme Court, 
has laughed off the gov-
ernor’s judicial panel on 
the recent rerun elec-
tions in the state. The 
governor has however; 
gone ahead to inaugu-
rate the judicial panel 
on election violence in 
the state, the second 
since the reruns began.

Peterside, another 
kingpin of the All Pro-
gressives Congress (APC) 
in the state, scoffed at 
the constitution of a 
commission and de-
scribed the action as the 
proverbial witch who 
cried a previous night 
and the child dies the 
following day, adding 
that the governor had 
continued to ridicule 
the office he occupies. 

According to him, 
“Are there no people 

telling the governor the 
truth. Here is a governor 
who told Rivers people 
not to attend an inves-
tigative panel set up 
by police to probe is-
sues surrounding the 
election and an audio 
that went viral where 
the governor threat-
ened INEC officials with 
death. Is it not laughable 
that the same gover-
nor has now set up a 
Judicial Commission of 
Inquiry to probe issues 
surrounding the elec-
tion and he expects Riv-
ers people to obey him?”

Peterside, now Direc-

tor General of Nigerian 
Maritime Administra-
tion and Safety Agency 
(NIMASA), went on: 
“How can a governor 
be urging Rivers people 
to be lawless, how can 
such a governor call 
Rivers people not to 
obey police investiga-
tion and yet expects the 
same people to obey his 
own judicial commis-
sion? The same Wike 
accused police of seek-
ing to achieve a prede-
termined goal in its in-
vestigation to nail PDP 
members. Now, I ask, 
what goal is the gover-
nor seeking to achieve 
with his own panel of 
inquiry, to exonerate 
PDP members and pro-
nounce APC members 
guilty?”

Peterside said Wike 
was viewed as an ac-
cused in the matter 
and could therefore not 
set up an investigative 
panel, else it was dead 
on arrival. “I call on the 
Justic e Chinwendu 
Nwogu-led panel to be 
very careful not to be 
used by Wike to achieve 
a dubious end. We all 
recall the Omereji panel 

and what the gover-
nor wanted to use it to 
achieve. In the end, his 
evil plan failed. Nwogu 
was only last month 
made a judge by Nye-
som Wike. I hope he is 
not being used to do the 
bidding of the governor 
and PDP. My admoni-
tion to the judge is that 
he should know that 
posterity awaits him if 
he allows himself to be 
used by the governor,” 
he stressed.

Governor Wike, ap-
parently to counter 
the panel set up by the 
Inspector General of 
Police to investigate the 
December 10, 2016 re-
run elections in Rivers 
State, has made good his 
threat to set up a judicial 
panel to also investigate 
the violence.

On Thursday, De-
cember 22, 2016, the 
governor inaugurated 
the Judicial Commis-
sion of Inquiry in Gov-
ernment House, Port 
Harcourt, and charged 
the commission to find 
out the number of those 
killed and who was 
responsible for their 
deaths.

Ifeanyi Okowa , Delta State

 IgnATIus ChukWu

Dakuku Peterside
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A former governor of Kano State, Ibrahim Shekarau, receiving the rotary 
award of vocational excellence in Kano. 

Atiku preaches love at Christmas  

A
tiku Abuba-
kar, a for-
me r v ic e 
president, 
has called 

on Nigerians to, more 
than ever, pay ken at-
tention to love, peace 
and sacrifice, which 
Jesus preached during 
his earthly ministry, as 
Christians in the coun-
try celebrate this year’s 
Christmas.

The advice was con-
tained in a goodwill mes-
sage to all Christians in 
the country and round 
the world, through his 
media office.

“We join our Chris-
tian brothers and sisters 
around the world to cel-
ebrate Christmas, the 
birth of Jesus and the 
beginning of what was 
to be an exemplary life,” 
Atiku said. 

According to him, 
“Over the past months, 
a number of dark forces 
have combined to ac-
centuate divisions in 
our country. In the areas 
of politics, religion and 
tribe, there seem to have 
been constant fractious-
ness and restiveness, 
with people of differ-
ent groups exchanging 
threats or actual harm. 

That is why we need to 
remember the love that 
Jesus taught. We must 
love our neighbours as 
ourselves, do good to 
them and mean well for 
them, whether or not 
they belong to our group. 
Nigeria cannot move for-
ward as a country until 
each and every one of us 
realises that what is good 
for one should also be 
good for the other.” 

Emphasising on the 
need for peace at this 
time, the former VP said: 
“In the same vein, we 
must seek peace with 
all mankind, as Jesus 

taught. We must be our 
brother’s keeper. We 
must realise that it is 
only in an atmosphere of 
peace that we can expect 
to lay the solid founda-
tion for prosperity. Mil-
lions of our brothers and 
sisters in the northeast 
of Nigeria currently face 
starvation, disease and 
death in various refugee 
camps across the region. 
(Ditto for some others 
in Benue and Nasara-
wa and several other 
places afflicted with 
strife). A few years ago, 
these ones were settled 
in their own homes in 

their villages, farming 
and fending for them-
selves. The loss of their 
livelihoods and means of 
subsistence is the result 
of the peace that the 
entire region lost, that 
has led to devastation. 
We need look no further 
than these unfortunate 
ones to understand the 
high price to be paid for 
stoking the flames of 
violence, for whatever 
reason and under any 
guise. In the end, the 
price paid is always far 
too high. 

“Jesus also taught and 
exemplified sacrifice, 
living and giving his life 
for others. Each and ev-
ery one of us in Nigeria 
should, especially at this 
time of the celebration 
of Christmas, consider 
giving of ourselves to 
others, especially to the 
less fortunate. Many or-
phans, victims of Boko 
Haram who have been 
made refugees in their 
own land, widows and 
others in various unfor-
tunate circumstances, 
will go hungry and will 
have nothing to cel-
ebrate this Christmas 
season, unless you and I 
step in and reach out to 
them in love. 

Glo grows internet subscriber 
base by .3m in October

G
lobacom has 
adde d a  to-
tal number of 
297,623 to its 

internet subscribers 
base in one month, mov-
ing from 26,887,929 in 
September to 27,185,552 
in October 2016.

Telecom industry 
statistics published on 
the website of Nigerian 
Communications Com-
mission (NCC) showed 
that Globacom was the 
only network that re-
corded an increase in its 
internet subscriber base 
in the month of October, 
2016.

On the contrary, oth-
er big competitors had 
their subscriber figures 
whittled down dur-
ing the period, while a 
particular one did not 
record any increase 
in the period under 
review.

Globacom’s record 
has therefore, recon-
firmed its position as the 
number one company 
in Nigeria’s data market, 
thus living up to its so-
briquet “Grandmasters 
of Data.”

The report further 
showed that the total 
number of internet us-
ers on the networks of 

the four major operators 
dropped from 93.5m in 
September to 93.1m in 
October, reducing by 
378,015.

During the same pe-
riod, MTN lost 306,480, 
moving from 32,771,259 
internet subscribers on 
its network in Septem-
ber to 32,464,779 in Oc-
tober.

Also, Etisalat moved 
from15,062,650 internet 
subscribers in Septem-
ber to 14,693,492 in Oc-
tober, dropping 369,158 
subscribers. Airtel, how-
ever, retained the same 
figure of 18,832,238 in-
ternet users for Septem-
ber and October.

The report also re-
vealed that the CDMA 
operators lost 13,664 in-
ternet users, moving 
down from 51,973 re-
corded in September to 
38,309 in October.

It will be recalled that 
Globacom became the 
first network to launch 
a nationwide rollout of 
the 4G LTE advanced 
network in October 
through which subscrib-
ers on its network have 
been enjoying instant ef-
ficient broadband inter-
net connectivity across 
the country.

Atiku Abubakar

In the centre is, Jacob Adeola Ajakaiye, BusinessDay’s Bureau chief in charge of Kano State, and his wife, and 
others, while, receiving Rotary Award of Vocational Excellence in Kano.

Kano rotary club expresses commitment to humanitarian services

T
he Rotary Club of 
Kano- Nigeria’s 
premier rotary 
organisation- is 

rounding off the hu-
manitarian programmes 
it outlined for the out-
going year with an in-
vestiture of its 57th club 
president, as well as 
presentation of awards 
to some distinguished 
Nigerians.

The event which 
took place at the ‘Grand 
Central Hotel’ situated 
along Bompai road in 
the commercial city, is 
the climax of its activi-
ties for the year was one 
of the biggest outings 
recorded in the outing 
year, as it brought to-
gether a colourful col-
lection of people from 
various segments of the 
Kano society. Kano is 
the first place in Nige-
ria where the spirit of 
rotary founded by Paul 
P. Harris, an American 
in Chicago in 1905 first 
birthed, and the club has 
since its establishment 
57 years ago in the state 
being leading others in 
the country.

Rotary club of Kano is 

the first club in African 
continent to produce 
the first   black-man to 
become President of the 
global humanitarian or-
ganization, as well as the 
first to make the biggest 
chunk contribution to 
the body.

The last weekend 
activity witnessed the 
formal launching of 
the humanitarian pro-
gramme of the club for 
the in coming year, as 
well as, the investiture 
of the Ondo State born 
Rotarian Nurudeen Al-
ani Bidemi Abidemi as 

 …holds end of year vocational awards ceremony

ADEOLA AJAKAIYE, Kano                    

Ogunbanwo, Cluster 
head, at Globacom.

Other in the list of 
awardee includes, Ja-
cob Adeola Ajakaiye, 
BusinessDay’s Senior 
Correspondent in charge 
of North West, Barris-
ter Tajudeen Funsho, a 
legal practitioner, Bala 
Inuwa, managing direc-
tor, Kano Agriculture 
Supply Company, Shafiu 
Ahmad, managing direc-
tor, Imrana Wada Nass, 

GM, Mur –Bash Limited, 
and Moses Adejo, busi-
ness director, Globacom, 
Kano.    

Presenting his presi-
dential speech, the new 
rotary president, Abi-
demi said the club is rec-
ognising the awardees 
because of their remark-
able contribution to the 
socio-economic and po-
litical development of 
the state and Nigeria, at 
large.

the new president of 
the club.

The club also present-
ed ‘Vocation Award of 
Excellence’ to 16 high 
profile Nigerians, which 
included the former 
Governor of Kano State, 
Ibrahim Shekarau, and 
the incumbent Deputy-
Governor of the State, 
Professor Hafiz Abuba-
kar.               Other award-
ees are: Professor Ah-
moud Ibrahim Danej, 
managing director, Kano 
Agricultural and Rural 
Development Agency, 
Abba Yakubu, Executive 

Secretary, Kano State 
Pilgrim Welfare Board, 
and Jibrilla Mohammed, 
managing director, Kano 
State Investment and 
property.

Also presented with 
awards are:  Sophia 
Anidugbe, on-air per-
sonality at CoolFM, 
Radio in Kano, Sesan 
Ogunaike,  aviation 
manager, CONOIL Plc, 
Kano, Ali Bala Umar, 
Consultant Pathology, 
at Aminu Kano Teach-
ing Hospital, John Agu, 
JIN Spectra Pharma 
Limited, and Kunle 
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No going back on financial 
autonomy for LGAs - Gbajabiamila 

APC assures Nigerians of 
economic rebound in 2017 

T
he All Pro-
g r e s s i v e s 
C o n g r e s s 
(APC) has as-
sured Nigeri-

ans, particularly the 
common man that the 
nation’s economy will 
rebound in the new 
year, saying the eco-
nomic interventions 
introduced by Muham-
madu Buhari-led Feder-
al Government is meant 
to ease hardship being 
currently faced by the 
Nigerians. 

The ruling party, 
which gave the assur-
ance at the Ogun State 

Parliamentary Caucus 
Meeting which  was 
organised by Governor 
Ibikunle Amosun in 
Abeokuta, noted that 
the huge budgetary 
allocations for special 
interventions on pov-
erty alleviation as well 
as youth emp ower-
ment under N-Power 

Scheme would reduce 
the negative impacts 
of the economic reces-
sion. 

Speaking through 
Tajudeen Ola-Bello, 
the National Auditor 
of APC at the politi-
cal meeting which had 
in attendance all APC 
national and state law-

Femi Gbajabi, Majority Leader, House of Representatives

F
e m i  G b a j ab i -
amila, Major-
ity Leader in the 
House of Repre-

sentatives, has reiter-
ated the resolve of the 
National Assembly to-
wards granting financial 
autonomy to the 774 Lo-
cal Government Coun-
cils across the country 
during the ongoing al-
teration exercise of the 
1999 constitution.

T h e  l a w m a k e r s 
had on the 2nd No-
vember, 2016 passed 
the bill which seeks to 
amend section 162 of 
the 1999 Constitution 
(as amended) with the 
view to grant financial 
autonomy of Local Gov-
ernment Councils and 
for other related matters, 
sponsored by Nkiruka 
Onyejeocha and subse-
quently referred to the 
Special Committee on 
Constitution Amend-
ment, chaired by Yussuf 
Lasun.

In a statement re-
leased by the Media 
Assistant to the House 
Leader, Olanrewaju 
Smart on Friday, Gbaja-
biamila while respond-
ing to questions from 
representatives of Com-
munity Development 
Associations (CDAs) at 
an interactive session in 
his constituency. 

“We are working on 
the autonomy for local 
government in fact we 
passed it in the 7th As-

sembly but President 
Jonathan did not sign 
it. We are working on 
it again and there will 
be autonomy for local 
government.

 “I know most of the 
Governors do not want 
it, not because they don’t 
like it but truly if we look 
at true federalism there 
are only two tiers of gov-
ernment, local govern-
ment is part of the state 
government but because 
it has been abused here 
in Nigeria that is why 
everyone seems to be in 
support of local govern-
ment autonomy.” 

While reacting to the 
lingering economic re-
cession, Gbajabiamila in 
his address also sought 
for the patience of his 
constituents on the state 

of the economy. 
“Recession is affecting 

the top to the bottom, 
this government is doing 
its best. This recession is 
actually because Nige-
ria is no longer making 
money as it ought to.

“The oil came down 
from $100 to about $30 
when this Government 
came in. Imagine you are 
a farmer and the head 
of the House with five 
children and you make 
10,000 per month then 
all of a sudden a natural 
disaster occurred in your 
farm and you start mak-
ing N2,000 monthly. It 
means your family will 
have to adjust, most im-
portantly for us in gov-
ernment to cut excesses.”

“Recession do happen 
in even advance coun-

tries, if you go to Ven-
ezuela you see people 
lining up on the streets 
begging for small bread 
or rice and Venezuela 
was once one of the big-
gest oil producing coun-
try in the world. But that 
does not mean the leader 
of the country must not 
take credit or otherwise 
for whatever is happen-
ing to the businesses, 
economy, and politics 
but I know we will get 
out of this (recession) 
as one country,”  he ob-
served.

The House Leader 
after highlighting his 
achievements in the 
House of Representa-
tives promised to attract 
more federal presence to 
his constituency in 2017 
and ensure that solar 
facilities he installed in 
the constituency work 
properly for the good of 
the constituency. 

He also pledged to 
weigh in on the pending 
needs of members of his 
community through an 
academic scholarship for 
one student from each of 
the 43 Community De-
velopment Associations 
in the constituency. 

In his remarks, Ade-
bayo Balogun, Chairman 
of the 43 Community 
Development Commit-
tee (CDC) expressed 
gratitude to the House 
Leader for his numerous 
interventions in the con-
stituency while request-
ing for more assistance 
in the area of water sup-
ply and electricity.

makers from Ogun State 
and other political lead-
ers in APC at the state 
level, the ruling party 
said that the time to 
suffer as a result of eco-
nomic recession would 
go with the 2016 as 
Muhammadu Buhari’s 
Presidency “is working 
assiduously to ensure 
that economic recession 
is buried with outgoing 
year 2016.”

He said: “Nobody is 
going anywhere, there 
is no division in our 
party and we don’t have 
any problem. Although, 
there is an issue of eco-
nomic recession and we 
are sure that it will be 
over in the year 2017.” 

Akwa Ibom Assembly 
passes town planning bill

T
he Akwa Ibom 
State House of 
Assembly has 
passed a bill to 

amend the state’s town 
and country planning 
law and other matters 
connected therewith.

The private member 
bill which is sponsored 
by the member repre-
senting Esit-Eket/Ibeno 
state constituency, Uso-
ro Akpanusoh, makes 
provisions to back 
relevant government 
agency with law to regu-
late masts and towers 
installations in the state 
and ensure compliance 
with Akwa Ibom State 
Laws and Regulations 
on Physical Planning 
and Urban Develop-
ment.

The bill empowers 
the state to regulate the 
development of physi-
cal structures which is 
within the purview of 
physical planning.

Submitting the report 
on the bill, the chairman 
of the house committee 

on lands, housing and 
urban renewal, Otobong 
Akpan explained that 
the committee in its 
findings observed that 
“the Nigerian Urban and 
Regional Planning Act 
provides in section 2 for 
states to take respon-
sibilities over physical 
planning in their juris-
dictions.’’

In his remarks, Ono-
fiok Luke, the speaker 
of the assembly com-
mended the sponsor, 
Usoro Akpanusoh for 
his foresight, and also 
thanked the committee 
chairman and members 
of the house for their 
commitment towards 
advancing the wellbeing 
of the people.

Also the Akwa Ibom 
State House of Assembly 
has passed a resolution 
urging Governor Udom 
Emmanuel to direct the 
Ministry of Commerce 
and Industry and other 
relevant agencies to see 
to the immediate reha-
bilitation of Ukanafun 
oil palm mill and other 
such mills owned by the 
state government.

RAZAQ AYINLA, Abeokuta ANIEFIOK UDONQUAK, Uyo

...wants Udom to revive abandoned Oil palm mill

KEHINDE AKINTOLA

Amosun cautions against early political 
struggle, succession plan in Ogun APC

G
overnor Ibikun-
le Amosun of 
Ogun State has 
c o n d e m n e d 

early political moves 
and struggle to succeed 
him by ambitious politi-
cians within the house-
hold of All Progressives 
Congress (APC) in the 
state, saying it would 
be better for any politi-
cian within APC fold to 
remain calm and allow 
party members to de-
cide who becomes next 
governor in the 2019 
general election.

Speaking against the 
backdrop of perceived 
moves and struggle to 
succeed him in 2019 
by certain politicians, 
including Senator Solo-
mon Adeola popularly 
known as YAYI from 
Lagos Central, at the 
Parliamentarian Caucus 
Meeting held in Abeo-
kuta, Amosun declared 
that anybody that is 
engaged in such a move 
now would have his 
money wasted as it is too 
early for that.

He said: “Remember, 
when I told you what 
we used to do, we have 
responsibilities to gov-
ern, and so, don’t be dis-
tracted and be saying 
someone says this or 

that. But, let me say this, 
and I say this all the time, 
for us in Ogun State, I 
cannot tell you quickly 
this is who our governor 
will be, but we know 
those that will not be 
governor, and I think I 
did mention that time 
that this is Ogun State.

“This is where I was 
born and I had all my 
education here, and I 
know, with all our elders 
even those that are po-
litical, I know those that 
will not be governor and 
I know that at the ap-
propriate time, we will 
get our people together 
and present our sons 
and daughters, we will 
pick, and whoever we 
pick will be governor.” 

According the gov-
ernor, “The other time 
someone said second 
term, I told the person 
don’t worry, calm down, 
we will not campaign, 
we will just go round 
to greet our people and 
we will win, which we 
won eventually. So, this 
is coming too, there will 
be no campaign, all our 
work and everything 
and our leaders will be 
there for us, and we will 
win, so whoever wants 
to waste money, I warn 
them, they are justwast-
ing their time and mon-
ey, so that one we know 
for sure.” 

RAZAQ AYINLA, Abeokuta 
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Anatomy of an ailing agency

D
amian dabb e d his 
f o r e h e a d  w i t h  a 
soggy handkerchief. 
Furrows stood on his 
brow, a frown on his 

face and his lips forgotten apart. 
The way you look, when you 
are told your brother is on the 
line from Russia. And you are an 
only child.

“Oga, that is the way we are 
doing it here now,” says the of-
ficial, without any pretence at 
shame.

Face ashen, square jaw, cigar 
stained lips, a dark spectacle and 
a baseball cap that was chic in 
another life, completes the en-
semble of what might otherwise 
have passed for a tout with an 
uncanny sense of fashion.

But he is actually on the task 
force of the Lagos State Materials 
Testing Laboratory- an agency 
charged with the responsibility 
of testing building materials to 
ensure they meet standards and 
prevent building collapse.

“This is how it works,” he told 
Damian, his tone conciliatory, 
even reassuring, “You will give 
me money to fuel the car we 
will use to inspect the materials 
you are using for your building, 
then, you will give me money to 
buy fuel for our generator in the 
office, and then we will bring our 
equipment and test your building 
then we will print your job, then 
you will pay us.”

Damian felt  his  stomach 
churn.

Between 2006 and 2016 at 
least seven buildings have col-
lapsed in Lagos State killing 
about 178 people.

The list includes a five-story 
luxury building, a church and 
several residential apartments – 
experts say it is deliberate inepti-
tude such as this that occasions 
most of the fall.

“Corrupt practices are on the 
increase in the industry,” says 
Philip Lawal, associate professor, 
at Joseph Ayo Babalola Univer-
sity in a speech in Lagos recently.

“Over 50 percent of building 
failure and collapse are attribut-
able to industry’s professionals’ 
poor supervisory roles and non-
adherence to standards,” he opines.

Three agencies: Lagos State 
Building Control Agency, Lagos 
State Safety Commission and 
the Lagos State Materials Test-
ing Laboratory (LSMTL) are sup-
posed to ensure that incidences 
of building collapse are reduced 
to the barest minimum. Yet, 
under their watch the buildings 
continue to fall.

Miffed by one of the occur-
rences, Akinwunmi Ambode, La-
gos State governor, fired Adeigbe 
Olushola, the General Manager 
of the Lagos State Building Con-
trol Agency, Adeoye Adeyemi, 
the Head of Inspection and Qual-
ity Control in the Agency; and 
Dosunmu Gbadebo, the Zonal 
District Officer in the Agency.

Also Sherifat Akinde, the 
Zonal Head of Eti-Osa West of 
LASBCA, was compulsorily re-
tired from the Civil Service.

The affected officers were 
dismissed having been indicted 

of negligence, which according 
to the governor is an act of mis-
conduct under the Public Service 
Rule 040401.

If only he is aware of the rot at 
the Lagos State Materials Testing 
Laboratory!

An ailing agency
The Lagos State Materials 

Testing Laboratory (LSMTL) says 
it came into existence by the 
enactment of the Building and 
Civil Engineering (Construction) 
Materials Quality Control Law, as 
contained in the official Gazette, 
No 23 of 26th May, 2006 of the 
Lagos State Government.

Meanwhile, it is a classic case 
of a good private initiative hi-
jacked by a government foraging 
for revenue everywhere it can. 
Abel Shola Famakin, pioneered 
the idea and named his organ-
isation Makintosh (which in 
retrospect didn’t seem like a good 
idea seeing what happened to a 
previous Macintosh idea).

The agency said the action 
setting it up “was in order to curb 
the avoidable loss of lives and 
property that follow frequent in-
cidence of building collapse and 
structural failures in the state.”

In 2006, the Lagos State gov-
ernment christened it Lagos State 
Materials Testing Laboratory 
(LSMTL) and charged it with the 
function of providing quality as-
surance for buildings.

The laboratory is to test all 
building and civil engineering 
materials for standards. Such test 
include:  Soil Mechanics, Sub-soil 

Investigation, Aggregate, Ce-
ment, Water and Chemical Test, 
Test on Concrete, Blocks, Bricks, 
Ceramics, Roofing Sheets, Wood 
& Refractory Products. Teat on 
Asphaltic Concrete (Bituminous 
Road), Test on Steel Reinforce-
ments, round and flat bars.

It was also charged with cali-
brations of all test equipment/
registrations of Private Indepen-
dent laboratory, certification of 
Installed Lightning/Thunder 
Arrestors on Structures and Tele-
communication Masts

After the government took 
over the organisation, it brought 
Famakin on board as a managing 
consultant along with the former 
directors of each department 
including Muyiwa Okesanya, 
director of administration and 
account, Akindele Apata, direc-
tor of engineering and Abisogun 
Gboyega, director of projects.

The relationship turned sour 
in March 2016 when Abel Fa-
makin and his team were uncer-
emoniously removed. A source 
in the Lagos State Ministry of 
Works and Infrastructure said 
his removal was as a result of his 
inability to align himself with the 
right political group during the 
2015 elections.

Famakin, it was gathered, 
aligne d with the Babatunde 
Fashola’s pick for governor-
ship position while Akinwunmi 
Ambode with the anointing of 
All Progressive Congress party 
leader Bola Tinubu clinched the 
party’s ticket and eventually 

won the election.
However Famakin declines 

dwelling much on that. “It is the 
government that can really tell 
what the problem was, I don’t 
know if it was the change of 
government, but for whatever 
reason I know the organisation 
was functioning well when we 
were there,” says Abel Famakin 
when contacted on phone.

He refused to comment fur-
ther on the issue and declined 
an interview in the tired voice 
of a man whose dream has been 
purloined.

After his ouster, Ganiyu John-
son, the Lagos state commis-
sioner for Works and Infrastruc-
ture appointed Teslim Balogun 
Rasheed as general manager of 
the organisation.

The new management in-
cluded Ademulegun Bunmi Ola-
jumoke, directors of Adminis-
tration and Human Resources, 
Mojisola Olaide Shittu, head of 
accounts and Osayagbon as head 
engineering service.

Most members of the staff on 
the lower rungs of the ladder 
were allowed to remain though 
findings show things began to 
go downhill soon after the new 
management came on board.

Officials of the organisation 
who pleaded anonymity say 
trouble started when allegations 
of financial impropriety began to 
swirl around the new manage-
ment. Soon it became the new 
normal. Things degenerated to 
the extent that staff salaries have 

been withheld since August.
As a result of this, the Lagos 

State commissioner for works 
and infrastructure fired Teslim 
Rasheed from the position of 
general manager and elevated 
Bunmi Ademulegun in acting 
capacity. But a visit to the agency 
showed evidence of scant man-
agement.

“We have been at home for 
several months now as the office 
is not functioning, our salaries 
have not been paid, there is no 
work programme, nothing is go-
ing on, the place is not working,” 
a staff who pleaded anonymity 
said.

Actually, LSTML has degener-
ated to a shadow of its former 
self. Paintings on the wall are 
peeling and fading, all the ve-
hicles that take staff members on 
inspection activities have broken 
down and even Ikeja disco have 
disconnected the facility from 
the national grid on account of 
failure to settle months of elec-
tric bill.

This neglect created an op-
portunity for unscrupulous staff 
members to begin illicit activi-
ties, carrying out unauthorised 
structural tests of buildings and 
cooking results. A developer who 
spoke on the condition of ano-
nymity said: “Since I was keen 
to get my plans approved, I was 
just concerned about the results; 
I was not given the receipt.”

According to procedure docu-
ments seen by BDSUNDAY, tests 
are conducted on old buildings or 
those under construction and the 
materials being used to ensure 
that they pass integrity tests.

Where they are deficient, a 
notice is issued and in the case 
of a building under construction, 
a stop work order is produced. 
Residential buildings are charged 
between N25- N100,000 per 
floor depending on the location 
of the building and commercial 
customers pay N100,000 or more.

However, investigations show 
that corrupt officials of the agen-
cy now conduct their own tests 
without management knowl-
edge. Clients too were expected 
to come to the Ojodu office of 
the agency, now the results are 
brought to clients.

Attempt at remediation
In the four months that LSMTL 

has not been in operation – at 
least officially – developments 
of new properties are on-going. 
In the absence of LSMTL, devel-
opers are turning to the Lagos 
State Building Control Agency 
for approvals.

It is unclear what the state 
government plans for the agency 
as efforts to speak with the Lagos 
state works and infrastructure 
proved abortive. BDSUNDAY, 
however observed a semblance 
of activity on December 22 when 
many workers showed at the of-
fice for a meeting.

BDSUNDAY gathered that 
the workers who stayed on as 
consultants were promised to be 
integrated into the Lagos state 
civil service and their allowances 
paid after a staff audit and ap-
praisal exercise.
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An agency charged with testing building materials and ensuring that the incidence of building collapse is reduced in Lagos State is on the verge of collapse, 
writes ISAAC ANYAOGU
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‘Roadside’ auto mechanics call 
for government intervention

L
ike vultures around a carcass, 
they gathered around the 
Honda Civic saloon car, with 
their leader Wasio Ibrahim 
supervising. Incidentally, 

they are all within the same age range, 
20-26 years. As they are close in age, 
so are they in height – all looking neat 
and charming in their youth, despite 
the greasy atmosphere they worked 
in.

Layer by layer and preset by pre-
set, these Yoruba-speaking young 
Nigerians removed all the necessary 
parts they needed to remove from 
the car. Within approximately one 
hour, the lovely car had become like a 
skeleton in a laboratory. Ibrahim and 
his young team had done a good job 
of dismantling the “helpless” Honda 
Civic, with great enthusiasm and high 
level commitment, as if they were the 
manufacturers or were there when it 
was manufactured.

Although re-assembling the car 
was interesting to watch, it was not 
without its hassles. Kazeem Ismaila, 
one of the young chaps, lost some 
blood in the process. When they even-
tually finished working on the car, all 
the electrical issues that brought the 
car there in the first instance had been 
resolved.

Ibrahim and his team had done 
a professional job, a feat many me-
chanical and electrical engineering 
graduates of Nigeria’s tertiary in-
stitutions cannot boast of. Some of 
these engineering graduates even 
admitted that they rely on these 
‘roadside’ mechanics to have their 
own cars fixed.

Ibrahim told BDSUNDAY that the 
term “roadside” was an attempt to 
denigrate them and their contribu-
tion to the Nigerian economy as well 
as crime reduction, given that many 
Nigerian youths of their age, includ-
ing graduates, are now terrorizing 
the country as kidnappers, armed 
robbers, etc.  

“Some of the boys you see here have 
primary or secondary education. They 
call us roadside because of govern-
ment neglect. None of us here is above 
26 years of age. What is government 
doing to make us do better? This is our 
passion,” he said.

“Thank God you came here to 
watch how we are doing and you 
can testify to our passion for the job. 
There is no Honda product that we 
cannot handle, no matter how new 
the product is,” he added.

Kazeem Ismaila, 25, believes a little 
support from government can really 
help in making them able to compete 
with their counterparts anywhere 
in the world. With the necessary 
training and equipment, he boasted, 
producing a car would not be an un-
realisable dream.

“What we really need is empower-
ment by our government. If I can get 
an industrial training attachment in 
a company where cars are manufac-
tured, imagine the impact that would 

have on me,” he said.
“I have a dream to go Germany and 

learn from companies like Audi and 
Mercedes Benz how to manufacture 
a car. I pray one day government will 
take us serious,” he told BDSUNDAY.

Moses Imhasuagbon, a mechanical 
engineering graduate of the Univer-
sity of Benin, admitted that, in prac-
tical terms, even he does not know 
what some of these so-called roadside 
mechanics know about automobiles.

“A lot of mechanical engineering 
graduates like myself don’t know in 
the real sense what it takes to drop an 
engine of a car. What we did while in 
school were just theories. The people 
you call roadside mechanics are people 
that even mechanical engineering 
graduates like me would call upon 
when their cars need diagnosis and 
repair,” he said.

Calling on the relevant authorities 
to find a way to give these young Nige-
rians who through years of dedicated 
and committed practice became auto 
engineers without knowing the four 
walls of any higher institution, Im-
hasuagbon said theoretical training 
and international exposure would en-

greater feat.  
“It is not because of their education 

that they are tagged roadside mechan-
ics. The difference between someone 
working for an organization like ours 
and the tag-along mechanic out there 
is the way and manner we do our job,” 
he said.

“Take, for instance, we in the mod-
ern-day mechanic workshop have 
the opportunity of going for train-
ings abroad, learning of new ways 
and developments in the auto world. 
We have the advantage of firsthand 
information as well. I go online and 
read about vehicles; when there is a 
seminar or conference, I go for it. These 
are some of the advantages we have 
over those called roadside mechanics. 
They are not called roadside because 
they don’t know what they are doing,” 
he told BDSUNDAY.

Lucky explained that he learnt 
the trade of automobile engineering 
before he went to school and that 
gave him a better opportunity with 
the exposure and experience he now 
possesses in the field.

“Believe me, there are things in 
the vehicle that do not even require 

if the government starts organizing 
such seminars, having such forums 
and recruiting some of these guys, 
brushing them up, it could go a long 
way in helping us in this aspect as far 
as this country is concerned,” he added.

He noted that the Nigerian Society 
of Engineers (NSE) also has a funda-
mental role to play in order to make 
the training a reality.

“That is where I think NSE needs to 
come in. They need to see how they 
can develop all these things, help these 
people and give them the chance they 
deserve. By so doing, I believe we will 
no longer have the roadside mechanics 
in Nigeria,” he said.

He suggested that every local gov-
ernment should organize a forum 
whereby some of these local mechan-
ics can be enlightened as to the way 
and manner they handle things – tools, 
equipment and all that – adding that 
doing so could go a long way in repo-
sitioning the industry.

“After leaving primary school, 
I had the opportunity of going to 
Saint Joseph College, the same school 
Governor Mimiko attended. Imme-
diately after that I went to Ambrose 
Ali University, Ekpoma in Edo State, 
where I studied Electrical/Electronic 
Engineering. Shortly before then, I was 
fortunate to do an Industrial Training 
with Toyota Nigeria Limited where I 
gathered ample experience in the auto 
world,” he said.

“That was what gave me the urge 
to want to know about vehicles, tools, 
repairs, maintenance and all that. 
After my National Youths Service 
Corps (NYSC), I went to Metropolitan 
Motors (Toyota) in Oba Akran, Ikeja 
where I started working with them 
for a while before I went to Golden 
Ruby Auto Centre where I served as 
manager,” he added.

Idowu Sodiq, an elderly mechanic 
in Ebute-Meta, Lagos, said in addition 
to sending the young ones to train-
ing abroad, they also would need a 
mechanic village in Nigeria where all 
related to the field can converge.

“We have been struggling for a 
place. We need a mechanic village. 
When you don’t have a place, you will 
be on the roadside, then people will use 
you anyhow,” said Sodiq.

“Our number one priority as me-
chanics in Lagos and in Nigeria in 
general is to have a mechanic village. 
We need help from the government 
too. People now use modern tools and 
we don’t have money to buy them 
because we are not being paid what is 
right,” he told BDSUNDAY.

Sodiq said most times customers 
would want to pay N4,000 for a job 
worth N10,000 or N15,000 and that 
they accept such offers since they don’t 
have another.

“We accept low payment because 
we are hungry; we pay transport fare 
and feed our families. When it comes 
to auto engineering we have what 
it takes. We can operate like Toyota, 
Honda and the likes. We can even 
perform more than these big auto 
companies because whenever they 
don’t know what to do, they usually 
would come and call on us to assist. 

NATHANIEL AKHIGBE

...seek recognition, training opportunity  

hance their knowledge for the benefit 
of the country.

“Government has sent ex-militants 
in the Niger Delta overseas to learn 
various trades. If government can do 
that for former militants who held the 
country to ransom, nothing should 
stop it from doing same for this set of 
people. Except we are now in a coun-
try where only those carrying arms 
in the name of agitation are listened 
to,” he said.

On his part, Dongo Lucky, former 
facility manager, Golden Ruby Auto 
Centre, Lekki, said the distinguishing 
factor between his company and the 
ordinary mechanic is the way and 
manner things are handled. With the 
right industrial training, he said, so-
called roadside mechanics can achieve 

loosing because some of the things 
are produced electronically. You see 
a lot of wiring, a lot of electro diagram 
and a lot of design that do not even 
require loosing. Some of those guys 
tagged roadside mechanics are gifted, 
with due respect. If such guys are 
now given the opportunity under 
the supervision of someone who is 
exposed, I think they can do better,” 
he said.

“Government can do a lot of things 
for these guys. First thing is that gov-
ernment needs to start organizing 
a platform. They need to give these 
guys a platform, a developmental 
platform whereby their talent could 
be developed. Some of these trainings 
could sometimes cost up to $7,000 to 
$10,000, trip and everything. I think 
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In the spirit of Christmas, the management and staff of BusinessDay Media 
Limited, held ‘Carol of Nine Lessons’ at the company’s head office, The 
Brook, 6 Point Road, Apapa, Lagos. It was an opportunity to appreciate 
God for His countless mercies in the current year and ask for the grace 
of a new year.

L-R, Vice President, Oxford and Cambridge Club of Nigeria, Nkiru Asika; members, Demola Akinrele 
SAN; Priscilla Oditah; President, Oxford and Cambridge Club of Nigeria; Akinfela Akoni; members, 
Fidelis Oditah QC, SAN; Dorothy Atake; Host, Eyimofe Atake SAN and member, Lawrence Fubara 
Anga at the 2016 Oxbridge Garden Party held in Lagos.

L-R: Ngozi Nkwoji, senior brand manager, Heineken; Arthur Dieffenthaler, commercial director, Airfrance 
KLM Nigeria; Ayodele Akinsanya, winner, KLM ticket at Heineken party, and Sampson Oloche, portfolio 
manager, International Premium NB, at Heineken ‘One Last Time’ party, recently.

L-R: Folu and Enoch Adeboye, wife and General Overseer, Redeemed Christian Church of God (RCCG); 
Funsho and Ibikunle Amosun, wife and Governor, Ogun state and Bola Obasanjo, wife of the former 
President Obasanjo, Bola at the Ogun State 2016 Carol held in Abeokuta.

L – R: Chinyeaka Aguboshim, Team Lead Provider Management, Total Health Trust Limited; Chizoba Okeke, Branch 
Lead Enugu, Total Health Trust Limited; Jane Afundu, Client Service Onboarding, Total Health Trust Limited;  Anu 
Martins, Head Client Service Blue Health Cover, Total Health Trust; Funmi Akinwande, Client Service Executive 
Blue at the Total Health Trust Limited end of year party held in Lagos.

L-R: Ngozi Nkwoji, senior brand manager, Heineken; Arthur Dieffenthaler, commercial director, Airfrance KLM 
Nigeria; Ayodele Akinsanya, winner, KLM ticket at Heineken party, and Sampson Oloche, portfolio manager, 
International Premium NB, at Heineken ‘One Last Time’ party, recently.
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Tearful Christmas as victims of Olokonla 
Gardens Estate demolition recount ordeal

T
oday is Christmas. Nigerians across 
all divides are in such a celebratory 
mood you can almost touch the fren-
zied atmosphere. The joy is almost 
contagious. Not even the economic 

hardship in the country can stop the celebration.
But there is a group of Nigerians for whom 

the thought of Christmas merriment and New 
Year celebration is the least on the minds. They 
are residents of Olokonla Gardens Estate in 
Lagos whose houses were demolished on De-
cember 16 by officials of the state government. 
For these people, there is neither joy nor celebra-
tion this Christmas. They are count their losses.

BDSUNDAY learnt that on that fateful 
Friday, four bulldozers escorted by soldiers 
descended on the estate located near the Lagos 
Business School in a ruthless exercise that saw 
the demolition of over 200 buildings, out of 
estimated 1,000 buildings. Buildings valued at 
over N15 billion were reduced to rubble while 
property owners who dared to protest were 
rough-handled and brutalised.

Sharing their pains with our correspondent, 
some of the affected residents lamented that 
the demolition has dislocated their families 
as family members are now scattered all over 
the country for want of a single abode that 
can accommodate the entire family. They also 
lamented the loss of their household property 
to miscreants in the area who scavenged on left-
over items like toilet seats, doors, roofing sheets, 
among others, which they sold to cart-pushers 
who deal in scraps.

Tales of military brutality
Benjamin Owolabi, one of the landlords 

whose 7-bedroom duplex located at No. 5 
Benjamin Owolabi Street was affected, said the 
brutality of the soldiers and mobile policemen 
prevented the affected residents from moving 
in to pick up their leftover household items.

“They were abusing and arresting ordinary 
civilians and inflicted physical injuries on 
many of them. An area commander was there 
and shots were fired. When you experience 
something like that you have to leave, that is 
why we were not there to guard our remaining 
property,” Owolabi said.

“No one would stay back after such bitter 
experience. They were stopping and beating 
people for taking pictures, owners of homes. We 
only managed to keep our families somewhere 
so that the children would not feel the impact 
too much,” he said.

Owolabi, who said he was only trying to put 
himself together and then know exactly what 
next to do, narrated that one of his greatest 
concerns in the aftermath of the demolition 
was where to squeeze in all his property taken 
from such a large apartment.

“I have three kids to take care of. You can see 
how people can be very wicked and yet hide 
under government. I don’t believe Governor 
Akinwunmi Ambode is aware of this because 
they are only doing this in his name. No respon-
sible government would do this to its people,” he 
said, fighting back tears.

The Genesis
According to Owolabi, owners of the demol-

ished houses bought the land from indigenes 
of the place, otherwise known as “Omooni le”, 
who had submitted to them evidence of efforts 
they were making to regularize the documents.

“We bought the land from the villagers 
who have been living in Ogombo for only God 
knows how long; they have been living there 
like forever. All along, we heard that the New 
Town Development Agency (NTDA) came 
around to regularize the place. We were actu-
ally in court and the court said that everybody 
should wait and restricted NTDA from carrying 
out anything,” he said.

He further explained that Lagos State of-
ficials first came to paste “intervention” notice 
on some of the buildings five days earlier. Three 

days later, demolition notices were pasted on 
buildings and in the next two days, caterpillars 
were brought to the community and buildings 
were ground to dust.

Owolabi wondered why government offi-
cials would demolish houses built on land they 
intended to resell, arguing that it would have 
been wise for government to ask those already 
on the land to pay for the land rather than 
demolishing property worth billions of naira.

“The land would still be sold to people. 
Billions of naira has been wasted. You saw it 
yourself; what better structure can be erected? 
We did the roads ourselves, put streets light and 
other infrastructure all by ourselves. But all the 
government could do is just come and demolish 
it. The land is not reserved for hospital, military 
or any of such venture that is for public inter-
est,” he said.

He disclosed that from his knowledge of 
the matter, certain individuals in Governor 
Ambode’s government were using their posi-
tion to secure land for themselves, alleging that 
the governor may not even be aware of the 
dastardly act being done in his name. 

“I will say this demolition is done by gov-
ernment and I will say again it is not done by 
government. It is just people using their office 
to carry out this kind of dastardly act. A sincere 
government would only come to regularize 
whatever has happened, not demolish prop-
erty worth billions of naira. I wouldn’t want 
to say outright it is government because this 
is not the way government handles issues. It 
is an individual thing, and that individual has 
got a lot of money and he is going to pay back. 
So, there is no two ways about that. He’s got all 
the weights to be able to withstand this kind 
of thing. I am very sure Governor Ambode did 
not give such order. These are individuals and 
private developers,” he alleged.

He noted that the landlords had already 

informed their lawyers and Ademola Kazeem 
Alimi, who represents Eti-osa Federal Con-
stituency in the House of Representatives, to 
present the matter to Governor Ambode to first 
ascertain whether the governor authorized the 
demolition.

“We have raised a petition and we are ex-
pecting to hear back. We have also informed 
the Nigeria Police in Onikan, Lagos. We will 
not keep quiet because we intend to get to the 
root of the matter. We need to first establish 
how appropriate it is to do this kind of thing,” 
Owolabi said.

Efforts to reach Ademola Kazeem Alimi, 
under whose constituency the demolition 
took place, were met with brick wall as he did 
not answer countless calls to his mobile phone. 
He also had yet to reply text message to him on 
the subject. But some of the community leaders 

alleged that Alimi may have been compromised by 
the gladiators who demolished the houses.  

John Egaji, assistant pastor, In His Presence Christ 
Tabernacle Church, said the church building, whose 
blocks were partly demolished, was completed and 
commissioned in August this year. The senior pastor 
and other members of the church, he said, were yet 
to recover from the shock of the demolition.

“Everything happened like a dream. We bought 
the land from the owner of Joniagh Hotel and he 
gave us Certificate of Occupancy (CofO) of the build-
ing. We don’t have any issue with the person who 
sold the land to us. The land was sold in the name of 
government. All the activities lined up for Christmas 
and New Year here have been cancelled as a result 
the demolition,” he said amid tears. 

Olakunle Bakare, head of one of the five families 
that originally owned the land, told BDSUNDAY that 
the demolition was a surprise to the land owners 
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and we said this land belongs to us and is not a place 
we can give to anybody. This is the heritage our 
fathers left us and we are indigenes of this place, not 
foreigners. Where are they now going to take us to? 
We don’t know whether they want to take us away 
from our source,” said Bakare.

“So, we went to court to seek redress as responsible 
citizens. We are in court even as this is taking place. 
The court has already told them not to trespass or 
do anything. Our case is slated for February 4, 2017, 
but they quickly came to paste notices. We went to 
Alausa to report and we were told the matter would 
be looked into. But two days later they were already 
here with soldiers after six days’ notice, and demol-
ished buildings worth billions of naira. Members 
of my family were still in my building when they 
started demolishing it. I was thoroughly beaten 
because I protested that they should wait for my 
family to move out. Even when we were in military 
government we did not see this kind of brutality; 
but sadly, civilian government is now worse,” said 
the elderly man who spoke in Yoruba language, his 
eyes full of tears.

He explained that when the community leaders 
saw that the number of soldiers brought was too 
much, they went to police to report the situation 
but policemen who came were embarrassed by the 
soldiers who were ready to kill anyone who dared 
stand on their way.

“We were surprised to see how the soldiers were 
beating house owners like animals; even those that 
went there to see what was going on were beaten to 
a pulp,” he said.

Family dislocation
Bakare said the demolition has dislocated affected 

families as family members are separated and scat-
tered in different places for want of a single accom-
modation that can accommodate all of them.

“At the moment, there is no peace between hus-
bands and wives and children and parents because 
they are scattered all over the places. The situation 
would be worsened when the holiday is over and 
the children want to return to school. Some of the 

women are pregnant,” he said.
“We are begging government to help us 

because we don’t understand what is going on. 
The fact that they chose to carry out this act 
at a time things are very tough in the country 
further traumatized those affected. The proper-
ties destroyed here are in billions of naira. I am 
not sure this kind of thing happens in other 
states except Lagos. What happened affects our 
spirit and our future and even the future of our 
children,” he said.

Way forward
When asked what amicable consensus he 

would want the government to reach with the 
affected landlords since the damage has been 
done already, Bakare said the first thing was 
for Governor Ambode to pay a personal visit to 
ascertain the extent of the damage and to assure 
the people that he is a responsible governor who 
will not tolerate anarchy under his watch.

Speaking on the recurring land tussles be-
tween indigenous people and government, he 
said there was nowhere it was written that land 
everywhere belongs to government, arguing 
that even when land was left in government’s 
care by the people, it does not automatically 
make the latter exclusive owner or give it a right 
to oppress the former.

“The owners of land are always the owners, 
but the problem is that it is the government 
itself who says when they want to take from 
the land, they need to see the community who 
owns the land to discuss percentage to be given 
or benefits like free education for our children, 
and they must give compensation for the part 
they want to use. But they don’t do that again; 
they are taking it from us by force and selling it.

“Government is only using power to oppress 
when they do as they are doing now. They are 
only using government to cover up; they are 
taking it from us and selling it to their children in 
America and UK. That is what they are doing. If 
government has record on how they are selling 
our land, they should bring it out for all to see 
whether they are using it to assist the country. 
There is nothing like that, they are just sharing 
the land among themselves,” he fumed.

He said government continued to grab land 
belonging to the people because many do not 
know their right and additionally, citizens have 
the tendency to back out easily from any issue 
once government is mentioned.

The families that are direct owners of the 
land who are involved in the tussle, according 
to a document seen by BDSUNDAY, are Bakare 
Odedina, Orebiyi, Seidu Ogunleye, Idowu Bak-
are, and Amojo Useni. These five families make 
up the Olokonla Town via Ogombo.

Legal perspective
Oladotun Hassan, principal partner, Jury As-

sociate Chamber (Oladotun & Co), said the prop-
erties were illegally demolished after “hurriedly 
and ill-motivated prepared contravention and 
notice issued by the office of the Commissioner, 
Ministry of Physical Planning and Urban was 
pasted within 48 hours on the 8th of December, 
2016 precisely, with an immediate matching 
demolition order through the marking with red 
painted inscription”.

Hassan, who is also assistant secretary, 
Nigerian Bar Association (NBA), Epe branch, 
informed that the legal team has written to 
Governor Ambode to immediately set up an 
independent commission of inquiry, as well 
as a request for urgent visitation to assess the 
extent of damages and onward intervention, 
immediate amelioration and investigation for 
prosecution of those involved.

“This is premeditated heinous crime inten-
tionally committed amounting to continuous 
degradation and violation of fundamental 
human rights, intimidation and unwarranted 
harassments via sporadic shooting, well-
marshalled attacks and assaults on helpless and 
innocent citizens, resulting to grievous bodily 
harm leaving many injured, with bruises result-
ing from the metallic objects and horse whips 
(leather and wire koboko), while those that man-
aged to take shots were gruesomely beaten blue 
and black. Most painful was that I witnessed this 
erroneous crimes committed in the broad day-
light uninterrupted, perilous times tribulations 
best interpreted as double jeopardy, while others 
scampered for safety, leaving behind aggravated 
sorrows, tears and blood, unprecedented tales 
of woe, irreparable psychological and physi-
cal damages, grave agony and monumental 
disappointments in a state highly referred to as 

Centre of Excellence,” he said in an interview 
with BDSUNDAY.

He said the demolition gang was led by a 
person who identified himself as the Operation 
Team Head and admitted to him (Oladotun) that 
he was acting on the authority of Governor 
Ambode.

“They were aided by countless numbers of 
fiercely looking thugs and 40 men of the Nige-
rian Army armed to the teeth led by Captain Yu-
suf, who brought in a mounted General-purpose 
Machine Gun (GPMG), along with his private red 
painted Honda Pilot jeep marked with registra-
tion number AKD 47 EJ,” he informed.

According to him, based on preliminary 
findings, the owners of the houses are compelled 
to seek the governor’s urgent intervention and 
prosecution on the “clandestinely motivated 
and premeditated grand conspiracy and willful 
destruction of all the fully developed properties 
and well-furnished buildings; and site, in total 
value worth of over N15 billion”.

“We are in custody of vital information 
leading to the facts relied upon. Part of it is that 
the said land in dispute is subject of litigation 
and adjudication at an ongoing court processes, 
with file suit number: LD/0911MW/2015. This 
contravenes the rules of the court amount-
ing to vilification and contempt of court. This 
singular illicit act is subjudice and usurps the 
role of the judiciary, in contemplation of the 
derogatory dispensation of flagrant abuse of the 
executive powers capable of undermining the 
independent powers of the judiciary as the last 
hope of the common man, by playing gods and 
willfully destroyed and demolished the subject 
of determination before a substantive judgment 
is delivered by the current presiding judge, Jus-

boss asked the victim to report to the GOC 81 
division to unearth the soldiers who were used 
for the demolition.

Government response
Bode Agoro, however, denied the allegation 

that he personally supervised the demolition, 
saying that the job of demolition belongs to the 
Ministry of Physical and Urban Planning, not 
the Ministry of Land where he is a permanent 
secretary.

He also faulted the claims by both the indig-
enous people and those that bought the disputed 
land from them that they were only given a 
six-day notice before the demolition, saying that 
they took government’s patience for granted.

“These are the same people who built with-
out building approval. They built on govern-
ment land and refused to move after repeated 
notices. Imagine somebody like you, buying land 
from government with CofO and you cannot 
move there because Omooni le would not allow 
you come near! You will definitely call govern-
ment a fraud,” Agoro said.

“That was exactly what happened. This is a 
land government has already given to another 
allottee and the allottee cannot go near it. The 
Omooni le have finished selling the land gov-
ernment gave to them and they started selling 
government’s own,” he told BDSUNDAY in a 
telephone chat.

He explained that the disputed land was 
not experiencing its first demolition exercise 
and that the immediate past government of 
Babatunde Fashola had carried out similar 
exercise twice for the same reason, adding that 
if not for the sake of the members of the public, 
government would have been fiercer in han-
dling the issue.

SpecialFeature   
because the now disputed area was a settlement of 
their forefathers centuries back.

“Many generations have come and gone before it 
came to our turn. While we were happy because of 
the joy of the coming New Year, that was the time 
that NTDA came and started marking buildings 
and we asked what happened. They said they have 
allocated the land to one Kamoru Ganiyu Bolarinwa 

tice Olokooba of the Epe Judicial Division of the 
Lagos State High Court processes filed by both 
parties to the suit,” he said.

He said the officials involved in the demoli-
tion are Kamoru Ganiyu Bolarinwa, managing 
director, Gannybol Nigeria Enterprises; Bode 
Agoro, permanent secretary, Lagos Land Bu-
reau; Aina Ololade Salami, executive secretary, 
Land Use and Allocation Committee; and 
Hakeem Muri Okunola, former permanent 
secretary, Lagos Land Bureau.

He said Fatai Owoseni, Lagos State Com-
missioner of Police, is fully aware of the matter 
because the area commander who was beaten 
at the scene briefed him, and in turn the police 

“Jubril Okelowu is the one that is selling the 
land to them and police are looking for him. 
We have told the people that before buying 
any land, go to the government to get original 
information about the land before making 
payment. But they continued to buy such land 
because they sell it to them at a very cheap 
price,” he said.

When asked if the owners of the affected 
houses would be compensated for their losses, 
he explained that he could not categorically 
say so, while informing that the possession of 
documents such as building approval would 
be an advantage for those hoping to get respite 
from the state government.
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N
ews that Nigeria’s Minister of En-
vironment, Amina Mohammed, 
would be leaving soon to the United 
Nations as Deputy Secretary-Gen-
eral may have caused jubilation in 

some quarters. It may even have caused indif-
ference in some other places, but in Ogoni land, 
it must be causing consternation if not shock. 
This is because ‘Queen Amina’ as most Niger 
Deltans now call her is practically regarded as 
an Ogoni woman; all due to her down-to-earth 
approach in seeing to the successful flag-off of 
the much-touted Ogoni Clean-Up (June 2, 2016). 
This came after dashed hopes between 2011 and 
2016 when the UNEP Report was submitted to 
the Federal Government with attachment of 
$1billion to clean up Ogoni.

And, of all influences that wheeled the De-
cember 10, 2016 senatorial rerun election from 
an obvious political party to a new choice, Amina 
Mohammed is regarded as the most. This must 
be why the lords of the federal ruling party put 
her on a plane to Port Harcourt few hours to De-
cember 10 to join 12 governors, senators and some 
ministers to say a word to the Ogoni people at a 
mega rally. She simply told them that a vote for 
her party’s candidate was stamp of certainty for 
the actual cleaning of Ogoni oil fields polluted ages 
ago. When the results turned in, her party won 
with about 125,000 votes against about 25,000 
for the previous winner (2015) before the courts 
upturned it. This is how much Mohammed is 
regarded in Ogoni areas.

Mohammed approached her task as Minister 
of Environment and team lead of the Ogoni 
Clean-Up with obvious passion. It is on record 
that nobody had been able to carry all Ogonis 
along on the issue of pollution and clean up; but 
she did, else, no one could have staged the flag-off 
on any inch of Ogoni soil. ‘Queen Amina’ brought 
an aspect of her character, fearsome doggedness, 
to bear in her mission to Ogoni. Unlike many 
others in the past, she went into the nooks and 
crannies of Ogoni, touched the acids, tasted the 
‘poisons’, and came back to tell Aso Rock what she 
saw and what poisoned food tasted like. She told 
this writer in an interview in Port Harcourt later 
that there was no other way to fight the Ogoni 
cause without feeling like an Ogoni, and no way 
to feel so without tasting what they tasted. The 
UNEP Report said water in some parts of Ogoni 
contained 900 percent higher levels of benzene 
than recommended by the World Health Organ-
isation (WHO) for human toleration.

In the months, weeks and days before the flag-
off, the minister was frequenting Ogoni, meeting 
with all stakeholders, and testing the grounds. 
What could be in her that made even stones 
to melt so she could achieve her target? ‘Queen 
Amina’ disclosed this to BusinessDay before the 
flag-off day: “I am allergic to injustice. Injustice is 
injustice, to man or to animal. That is the way I 
am. Wherever you find yourself, you must fight 
that fight so far as it is about your humanity”.  

Mohammed had handled a $1billion fund 
before; the one by the UNEP Report ($1billion) 
is only the second. Could this be why she was 
picked upon by President Muhammadu Buhari 
to lead the Ogoni charge? The Minister would 
not hazard a guess. She rather confessed thus: 
“I do not believe anybody had any idea that he 
was going to put me in Environment. I did not 
even know he was going to nominate me. It was 
a surprise. My career track has proved what I 
know, that whatever you throw at me in the 
civil service, I will embrace it because I am a 
daughter of a civil servant. I was brought up in 
a family where integrity matters, name matters, 
performance matters, and you cannot walk past 
anyone where you see injustice. That does not 
work. It does not matter where it comes from. It 
is about humanity. I do not believe that you can 
fight a fight without experiencing it, even if it is 
for 24 hours.”

She seemed to have adopted her special 
strategy out of her convictions and character; “If 
you think you can prescribe solution to Ogoni 
people from Abuja, it is absolute nonsense. You 
must have to come down here and feel what they 
are going through. Once you experience that, you 
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can go back and tell anybody anything because 
you have the conviction. You do not have to 
be referring to a book with figures you are not 
even sure of. So, when I say to people that it is 
unacceptable that a people should eat a type of 
food with the level of toxicity in it, it is because 
I have tasted it. Buhari has asked us to do a job, 
it is a privilege I think it is a privilege because 
millions of other Nigerians could do it, perhaps 
better than the way I am doing it. So, I have to 
put in my best, knowing that I am answerable to 
the Almighty. So, I do the best that I can do and I 
leave the rest to God.”

Amina Mohammed can rightly be described 
as a woman of both ends or of many parts; a 
woman who could easily touch both ends of the 
society. She has such high class upbringing, huge 
education, high-flying career, and international 
exposure plus a bi-racial parentage, yet, she melt-
ed into the Ogoni rural mentality to feel what 
they feel. Thus, the moment the former prime 
minister of Portugal and upcoming Secretary-
General of the United Nations, António Manuel 
de Oliveira Guterres, announced Mohammed 
as his choice of deputy Sec-Gen, Nigeria held its 
head high.

Observers say that Amina’s brilliant per-
formance when he led Nigeria’s delegation to 
the 21st session of the Conference of the Parties 
(COP21) to the United Nations Framework Con-
vention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) in Paris, 
France last year was perhaps, a reason for her 
UN job this time around.

Before that, in November to be precise, Presi-
dent Buhari had just approved her nomination 
by President Paul Kagame to join his team of 
‘Advisors for the Reform of the African Union.’

 Amina Mohammed has worked with devi-
ant youths before when she was part of a group to 
reform youths in the North East. Born in Kaduna 
State, Northern Nigeria in 1961, she married to a 
Gombe State indigene, and so hails from Gombe 
Local Council Area of the state. Her mother is a 
British, while her father is a Nigerian. She has 
six children.

In 2005, Amina coordinated the Debt Relief 
Funds of $1billion towards achievement of Mil-
lennium Development goals in Nigeria. She also 
coordinated development of a Fully Participatory 
National Action Plan.

Her profile further indicates that “Amina 
Mohammed has been working in the field of 
development for more than 30 years both in 
the public sector and the private sector. Prior to 
her current appointment, she was the CEO and 
founder of the think tank Centre for Develop-
ment Policy Solutions.

“Previously, she worked as senior adviser 
to the President of Nigeria on Millennium De-
velopment Goals for six years. In this position, 
she was in charge of designing and developing 
government projects to reduce poverty around 
the country. Between 2002 and 2005, she worked 
in the United Nations Millennium Project as a 
coordinator of the Task Force on Gender and 
Education.

“In 1991, Amina Mohammed founded Afri-
Projects Consortium, a multidisciplinary firm 
of Engineers and Quantity Surveyors, and from 
1991 to 2001 she was its Executive Director. Be-
tween 1981 and 1991, she worked with Archcon 
Nigeria in association with Norman and Daw-
barn United Kingdom.

“On November 11, 2015 Mohammed was 
sworn in as the Environment Minister in Buhari’s 
cabinet. She has also served on many interna-
tional advisory boards and panels such as the 
Gates Foundation and the UN Secretary General’s 
Global Sustainability Panel.

Since April 5, 2016, Mohammed has served 
as Chair of the Water Supply and Sanitation 
Collaborative Council (WSSCC). Amina Moham-
med received the National Honours Award of 
the Order of the Federal Republic in 2006 and 
was inducted in the Nigerian Women’s Hall of 
Fame in 2007.”

Many say the appointment is apt; a round peg 
in a round hole. Her manners, carriage, discipline, 
strict stance on issues, hunger for justice, poverty 
alleviation, anti-corruption and due process point 
to Amina Mohammed as the right person to 
spell Nigeria anew before the world, and a good 
copy of ‘Change that starts from self’ in Buhari’s 
Nigeria.



I
t is not in doubt that a good num-
b er of Nigerians are avers e to 
corruption and other tendencies 
leeching unto it and would prefer 
to fight the incubus to stand still to 
save their country. Nigerians had 

demonstrated capacity to incinerate the 
menace two years ago when they stopped 
the past government headed by former 
President Goodluck Jonathan adjudged as 
corrupt from renewing its tenure.

Decay of infrastructure, widening 
influence of terrorism, gangsterism, 
armed robbery, prostitution, pipeline 
vandalism, unbridled stealing from the 
Nigeria’s commonwealth, flaunting of 
ill-gotten wealth, forlorn hope on the 
future, mass unemployment, youths’ 
restiveness, dwindling international 
image and other limitless vices were evi-
dence of corruption which combined and 
threatened to wreck Nigeria under the 
past government. But the need to revive 
hope in Nigeria prodded the electorate to 
invest trust in the leadership of President 
Muhammadu Buhari.

Since he came on board, President 
Buhari administration has made visible 
efforts to tackle the monster of corrup-
tion. His government, using the TSA 
as a tool has been preventing the sys-
temic stealing of government funds. The 
government had fought to prevent the 
culture of budget padding by legislators. 
It has fished out ghost workers, totalling 
43,000 within the Federal Civil Service, 
saving Nigeria over N50 billion monthly. 
The government has taken several initia-
tives on saving the cost of governance to 
prevent waste. It has continued to make 
efforts to recover monies looted by of-
ficials of past governments, while using 
part of recovered loot to fund the budget.

Not too long ago, the government 
moved against top level judges alleged 
to have criminally offered justice to 
the highest bidders, at different times. 
Although the action by the government 
attracted initial public outcry, Nigerians 
understood better when the National 
Judicial Council (NJC) sacked some judges 
on alleged acts of corruption. It was a pro-
cess aimed at sanitising and safeguarding 
the judiciary. It was also to strengthen 
jurisprudence in Nigeria, now and in 
the future.

Notwithstanding, President Buhari 
has been fighting corruption with stud-
ied caution, using the law to guide every 
single step he takes.

Months ago, the Senate President Bu-
kola Saraki ran into a high storm along 
with some principal officials who were 
allegedly accused of forging the Senate 
Standing Order to smoothen the process 
of their election. Even at that, Saraki 
continued to have running battles with 
the Code of Conduct Bureau and Tribunal 
on alleged false assets declaration. There 

were allegations also that some leaders of 
the Senate acquiesced in padding the 2016 
Budget thereby preventing early passage. 
In all, concerned Nigerians mounted 
pressure on the President to move in and 
break heads in the legislature.

Some watchers of the Nigerian politics 
had insisted that the Senate President 
vacate his seat in line with convention 
to allow the probe of allegations against 
him. The pressures notwithstanding, 
President Buhari stuck to the principle 
of Separation of Powers, preferring the 
law to take its natural course. The fact 
now is that the allegations against the 
legislators are still pending before the 
court of law and in the court of public 
opinion in Nigeria.

Ironically, the Senate which is barely 
overcoming its trauma on allegations of 
corruption levelled against its principal 
officials appears more interested in put-
ting the executive arm of government 
in pillory. Many had opined that the 
sustained bashing of cabinet members 
with smears of corruption is aimed to-
wards putting the President in a fix for 
political reasons. To analysts, labelling 
the Secretary to the Government of the 
Federation (SGF), Babachir David Lawal 
and the Czar of corruption in Nigeria, 
Ibrahim Magu as corrupt and good for 
immediate sack is an issue that calls for 
deeper reasoning.

The hue and cry over the allega-
tions by the Senate against the SGF and 
the EFCC Chairman notwithstanding, 
President Buhari again reacted with 

stoic intervention, ordering the Attorney 
General of the Federation, Abubakar 
Malami to institute a probe. The President 
as usual, set sentiment aside in taking 
the action which many in Nigeria have 
continued to applaud.

It is more instructive when the Presi-
dent, through his spokesman, Malam 
Garba Shehu said he would await the 
outcome of the investigations against the 
aides before taking action.

What the President seemed to have 
achieved by his order of probe was a 
prevention of media trial of Babachir 
and Magu amid perceived failure by the 
lawmaking arm to give them fair hearing 
before labelling them as corrupt. In all ci-
vilised climes, presumption of innocence 
is a legal right of the accused in criminal 
trial. The Senate and critics are probably 
oblivious that under the UN’s Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, article 11, 
the burden of proof is on the prosecutor 
who needs to present compelling evi-
dence to prove that the accused is guilty 
beyond reasonable doubt.

However, precedence in advanced 
democracies had proved President Buhari 
right on his resolve to assign the Attorney 
General with the task of probing the SGF 
and the EFCC Chairman.

Years back, the government of the 
United States had drafted its Attorney 
General, Janet Reno to probe wide rang-
ing allegation of abuses against a then 
sitting President, Bill Clinton, more so at 
a time the illicit affair he allegedly had 
with then White House Intern, Monica 

Lewinsky, blew into the open. Although 
Clinton survived the storm, the US ju-
dicial system remained untainted after 
profiling the alleged infamy against then 
President, while the nuances of his trial 
remains in the public domain till date.

Similarly in Israel, the Attorney Gen-
eral Avichai Mandelblit undertook the 
task of probing allegations against Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, standing 
up to the storm generated by the media 
on account of denial by Netanyahu of 
any wrongdoing. The Attorney General 
succeeded in probing suspicion of money 
laundering involving the prime minister 
and an unnamed senior Justice Ministry 
official, among others.

However, President Buhari had taken 
his action away from the realm of con-
jectures by refraining from drafting 
both the Economic and Financial Crimes 
Commission (EFCC) and the Independent 
Corrupt Practices and Other Related Of-
fences Commission (ICPC) to handle the 
probe of the SGF and Magu. That, in any 
case, is to cut off possible sympathy for 
the accused by the agencies.

In all, the unspoken motive by Presi-
dent Buhari on probing his aides is to 
ascertain whether or not the allegations 
preferred against them had political 
undertone with tinge of vendetta and 
primordial sentiments. For now, all - pro-
tagonists and antagonists - should tarry 
and await the outcome of the probe by 
the Attorney General.

Samuel, journalist and public affairs 
analyst, writes from Abuja
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J
ames Onanefe Ibori was a ‘big boy’ 
in the days of General Sani Abacha. 
Between 1999 and 2007 when he 
presided over Delta State, he was a 

Sheik and was in control of the oil money 
in the state and spent it anyhow he liked. It 
was said that he sponsored the late Umaru 
Yar’Adua to the Aso Rock and became 
larger than life when the Katsina-born 
politician took over the reins of power as 
president. 

Ibori was among those who determined 
what happened in that government. But 
when death snatched away Yar’Adua, un-
ceremoniously, Ibori’s day quickly turned 
into night; his sins were laid bare. What 
followed was three years of incarceration 

Many of them were tricked to 
Libya in the guise that they 
were being saved from the hell 

in Nigeria. Some were trafficked to the 
foreign land to work as prostitutes or 
other undignified jobs. 

Most times, many of them who leave 
the country in such undignified manner 
live as fugitives in foreign lands. They are 
not only a problem to their host countries; 
they are also a huge embarrassment to 
themselves. 

The display of gratitude and the 
celebratory mood as captured by photo 
journalists last Tuesday, when the de-
portees from Libya arrived the Murtala 
Muhammed International Airport, Ikeja, 
bore eloquent testimony that there is no 
place like home. Some of them, when they 
were leaving Nigeria, thought they were 
going to Libya to pluck money from the 
trees or that they were going to be picking 
foreign currencies on the street of Libya, 
for instance.  

Those who deceived them into taking 
the fatal decision never told them that 
there is no free food even in Freetown. 
On a regular basis we hear disheartening 
stories of Nigerians dying in the deserts 
and drowning in the ocean as they try 
to cross to Europe. But it is always better 
for one to die in one’s own fatherland 
where even the corpse will be accorded a 
measure of respect than in a foreign land 
where one’s life has no meaning.  

The latest batch of deportees profusely 
thanked God for making it possible for 

When APC sees broom in Ibori’s hand…

Local govt autonomy and all that
So much has been said about the suf-

focation of the local government 
administration by state governors. 

What is annoying really is that those who 
were part of the rape of that tier of gov-
ernment yesterday are today screaming 
foul over the near-extinction of that tier 
in many states of the federation. 

Over the years, the Association of Lo-
cal Government of Nigeria (ALGON) has 
protested the deliberate killing of local 
government administration by state gov-
ernments and no one appears to be listen-
ing. Over the years, state governments 
have continued to determine whatever 
happens at that tier. In most states, state 
governments decide to run the councils 
on caretaker committee basis, where they 
handpick their cronies and put them in 
charge as figure heads, instructing them 
not to do anything in terms of develop-
ment there. 

All the money that should accrue to 
that tier of government for meaning-
ful development is diverted into the 
personal coffers of state governors. For 
many years, the issue has been a legal 
matter with ALGON wrestling against 
state governments. Recently, the Supreme 
Court affirmed the tenure of life of the 
local governments of the country which 
appears to have rested the age-long tussle 
over tenureship under which the state 
governors hide to perpetrate illegality. 

Pundits have described the decision as 
a major tonic to the country’s democracy. 

The judgment given on December 9 
affirmed that governors do not have the 

No place like home

President’s men on trial

She fell for the bait

Last Tuesday, Seriake Dickson, 
Bayelsa State governor, swore 
in 29 new aides among who was 

a woman, Mercy Seigha, said to be a 
staunch member of the All Progres-
sives Congress (APC). Dickson pointed 

out that those appointed contributed 
immensely to his re-election. 

He said their doggedness ensured 
the victory of the restoration govern-
ment. Now, here is woman, a faithful 
member of the opposition party, who 
perhaps, campaigned vigorously 
against Dickson. Is it possible for her 
to maintain her opposition stance 
in her present capacity as Dickson’s 
aide? 

Although there is no report indicat-
ing that she had left the APC for the 
PDP since the Bayelsa gubernatorial 
election was won and lost, truth be 
told, Seigha has lost the opposition 
spirit, she is now a full-fledged mem-
ber of the ruling party in the state or is 
it possible for her to effectively serve 
two masters? 

Please, may somebody who knows 
her tell us her present disposition as 
regard loyalty?

in far away London. 
The Oghara-born Ibori was however, re-

leased Wednesday, but the administration 
of Muhammadu Buhari has since threat-
ened that Ibori would be extradited to face 
more charges at home. But from what we 
have been seeing since the All Progres-
sives Congress (APC) came into power, the 
former governor of Delta State can avoid 
facing any further charge in-country by 
simply declaring from London that he has 
joined the band of broom-wielders. 

It has come to be believed that the APC 
hardly touches anyone with broom; when-
ever it sees anyone clutching the broom, 
the party will just pass over such a person. 

Some people who had swelling allega-
tions of corruptly enriching themselves 
(a thing that the President’s ears ordinary 
would not hear because of his commitment 
to graft-fighting) have been forgiven and 
their cases quashed just because they left 
PDP or PPA or other opposition parties for 
the APC. 

Not only that Ibori can come back to 
Nigeria a free man, he can be given state 
pardon and even paraded in motorcade at 
the Villa, if only he can declare for APC 
today.  

At that time, those who had questions to 
answer among the appointees of the President, 
or some directors-general of agencies and para-
tatals who were summoned by the National 
Assembly for questioning over breach of due 
process, among other dereliction of duties ei-
ther spurned the invitation or refused to abide 
by instructions issued by the NASS. 

At that time, the Senate would give an order 
to an agency DG and such orders are never 
obeyed. While that was going on, govern-
ment was busy putting heat and mounting 
enormous pressure on its perceived enemies 
at the National Assembly. 

In fact, at the time the screening for the min-
isters was done, many Nigerians had thought 
that the Senate would frustrate the recruit-

ment of some of them. But many people had 
also spoken out that doing so would portray the 
upper legislative chamber as anti-masses, since 
it was believed at that time that the constitu-
tion of the cabinet was all that was needed to 
take the country to Eldorado. 

So, the Senate allowed the sleeping dog to 
lie by clearing all the names sent to it by the 
President, even those that had serious “but”.

Today, the Bukola Saraki-led Senate may 
have seen the helplessness of the Buhari ad-
ministration and has watched as the govern-
ment has walked itself into the mire, and is now 
struggling to hang on to power till 2019, hence, 

right to dissolve democratically elected 
local governments and appoint caretaker 
committees in their place. 

It is a welcomed development. It is 
therefore expected that the state gover-
nors will have a constitutional respon-
sibility to act according to the dictates of 
the judgment. Again, the Federal Ministry 
of Finance should be guided by the court 
decision which makes it illegal to release 
Federation Account funds to an unelected 
council. 

It would be recalled that the Deputy 
Senate President, Ike Ekweremadu had 
endorsed the removal of the state-local 
government Joint Account which he 
described as the “evil” that has continu-
ously lured the governors to the reign of 
dictatorship. With the liberty given them 
now by the judgment, eyes would now 
be on that tier of government to see how 
they can now fast-track development at 
that level.

them to return to Nigeria alive. The lesson 
we must all learn from the sad experienc-
es of these compatriots is that no matter 
how difficult things appear in-country, it 
is still more dignified to remain here than 
to be a fugitive in a foreign land all in 
the name of running away from trouble. 
Those who returned in one piece must 
continue to express gratitude to God, and 
also to the government of the day that 
brokered the deal. 

However, Sketches is in agreement 
with the views of the International Or-
ganisation for Migration (IOM) that the 
Nigerian Government must tackle the 
root causes of conflicts to end humani-
tarian crises.

The Chief of Mission of IOM in Nigeria, 
Enira Krdzalic, noted that until the root 
causes of conflicts are addressed, Nigeri-
ans will continue to make desperate and 
dangerous trips across the Mediterranean 
Sea and the Sahara desert in search for 
safety and greener pastures.

the Senate is now baring its fangs. 
Not only that the Red chamber threw back 

at the President, the list containing Ibrahim 
Magu’s name as chairman of the Economic 
and Financial Crime Commission (EFCC), in-
sisting that on no account should the man be 
confirmed to occupy the seat, it is also insisting 
that two members of the cabal in Buhari gov-
ernment, the Secretary to the Government of 
the Federation, David Babachir Lawal and the 
Chief of Staff, Abba Kyari, are not worthy to be 
in government because they allegedly do not 
have clean hands. 

Well, wherever the Senate found this strong 
voice to speak out and up, and to be barking so 
ferociously as it is doing now, it is interesting to 
know the source of this new courage.

E
arly in the life of the President Mu-
hammadu Buhari administration, 
there were some people who regarded 
themselves as untouchable. These 

individuals hid under the frosty relationship 
between the Executive and the Legislature at 
the time to see themselves as above the law. 



E
very time an ac-
cident happens 
in or around a 
worship plac e 
in Nigeria these 

days, some young fellows 
who think they have an 
axe to grind with God, or 
who feel they have ac-
quired enough education 
or knowledge to know 
that religion is for the 
lily-livered, or who try 
to convince themselves 
of their non-belief in the 
existence of God, rather 
than confront the real is-
sues, see an opportunity 
to show how liberated 
they’ve become. They did 
it after the September 12, 
2014 Synagogue Church 
building collapse in Iko-
tun, Lagos, and they are 
doing it now following 
the December 10 Reigners 
Bible Church building col-
lapse in Uyo, Akwa Ibom 
State.

Granted, the grab-grab, 
fleshly, hypocritical life-
style of many so-called 
religious leaders in the 
country today is enough 
to s candalis e a young 
mind, plus there’s enough 
depressing frustration 
caus e d by de cades of 

When being atheist isn’t fashionable
failed political leadership. 
However, where youths 
i n  o t h e r  c l i m e s  h ave 
taken the path of full 
participatory – if revolu-
tionary – politics to turn 
their destiny and that 
of their nations around, 
many Nigerian youths 
are falling into the same 
old blame-it-on-God trap, 
the same God whose exis-
tence they claim to doubt.

For a sampler, I’ll share 
a recent conversation we 
had on the Facebook wall 
of a not-so-young Nige-
rian I know personally. 
I’ll mention no names. Be-
fore that, here’s a caveat: 
All quotes in this article 
are reproduced as lifted 
from Facebook – uned-
ited. All errors contained 
therein are those of the 
original authors of these 
quotes.

A day after the Akwa 
Ibom disaster, this friend 
wrote: “God is Omnip-
otent.. .  Omniscience.. . 
He sees and knows ev-
erything. He knew the 
church in Akwa Ibom 
will  c ollaps e and kil l 
those people. He did ab-
solutely NOTHING to stop 
the mass murder. Then 
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again this is his modus 
operandi.”

As you would expect, 
her foot-soldiers, mostly 
young people, quickly 
swooped on the sumptu-
ous feast their matron 
had served. One wrote, 
“God is fiction. The ev-
idenc e ab ound every-
where.”

This attracted several 
likes, prompting Matron 
to add, “Sometimes when 
his bored and needs ex-
citement, he sends a Tsu-
nami or earthquake to 
entertain his boredom.”

Well, you see two sup-
posed atheists: one says 
God “is fiction”, the oth-
er says God sends “Tsu-
nami or earthquake to 
entertain his boredom”. 
Which God then?

Matron got more sup-
port, then someone took 
God’s side: “Did you also 
stop to ask if that was 
a  ‘c h u rc h  o f  G o d ’ ?  I f 
you do not understand 
everything, don’t even 
conclude.”

A weak defenc e,  i f 
you asked me. And the 
“atheists” punctured it 
imme diately,  arguing 
that those who gathered 

in that church were cer-
tainly worshipping God, 
not Satan.

I followed for a while, 
then commented: “Why 
do you blame Go d for 
what  is  c learly  a  hu-
m a n  e r ro r ?  A  p o o r l y 
structure d building is 
bound to collapse, today 
or tomorrow. The killers 
are thos e who autho-
ris e d the ‘rushing’  of 
the building, probably 
setting aside standard 
construction procedure. 
You go to a bar, drink 
yourself to stupor, then 
go b ehind the whe els 
a n d  h i t  t h e  ro a d  a n d 
t h e n  t u r n  a ro u n d  t o 
b l a m e  G o d  w h e n  t h e 
inevitable happens?”

Well, I had stirred the 
hornet’s nest,  and the 
battleground shifted to 
my  c o m m e n t  t h re a d , 
which closed at 18 re-
plies.

“ B ut  i f  t h at  d r u n k 
driver survives an ac-
cident you will  thank 
G o d .  I f  t h at  b u i l d i n g 
c ol laps e d and no one 
died you all will say it’s 
God’s work. WHY?” one 
“atheist” asked.

“God could have pre-
vented it...human error 
or not, if he cares to. I 
will not let 50 innocent 
p e ople die b e caus e of 
the mistake of 2 people. 
E ve n  b e fo re  t h e  l a w 
that’s mass murder. Not 
excusable,” said Matron.

A believer countered: 
“I understand why you 
think this way, but this 
is purely a human error. 
W h e n  i nve s t i g at i o n s 
are carried out, you will 
c l e a r l y  f i n d  o ut  t h at 
there have been earlier 

warnings  c onc erning 
t h i s  b u i l d i n g  a n d  i t s 
strength, and God can’t 
force us to obey him, the 
decision is ours to take. 
God uses human beings 
to function on earth.”

“ G o d  u s e s  h u m a n 
b eings to function on 
e a r t h ?  S o  w hy  d i d n’ t 
he use these humans to 
make sure his church 
was properly construct-
ed?” the “atheist” said, 
asking why it was “ok to 
praise God when people 
survive man’s foolish-
ness but not ok to blame 
it for disasters involving 
man’s foolishness”.

“By your logic should 
we agree that god de-
serves no praise when 
his  b el ievers  surv ive 
a misfortune?” he que-
ried.

“God is not an it. May-
be if you re-phrase we 
can continue the discus-
sion,” said the believer, 
obviously not noticing 
t h e  i n c o n s i s t e n c y  i n 
the atheist’s  lines,  re-
ferring to God as “it” in 
one breath and talking 
about “his” believers in 
another breath.

Even the “atheist” did 
not notice. “To me god is 
an it,” he insisted.

I  watche d this  Go d 
bashing from the side-
lines for a while, then 
quoted I Cor 1:25: “The 
foolishness of God is wis-
er than human wisdom, 
and the weakness of God 
is stronger than human 
strength.”

“Bros,  we don wis e 
pass that level. It’s either 
it makes sense or not,” 
Matron attacked.

I thought deeply, then 

In  a  m o r t g a g e  e n -
v i ro n m e n t  w h e re 
a c c e s s i b i l i t y  a n d 

affordability are rare 
p r i v i l e g e s  o f  a  f e w, 
lenders could be any-
thing but interesting 
and friendly. Frequent-
ly high interest rate 
and demand for high 
e qu i t y  c o n t r i b ut i o n 
are cited as reasons for 
slow mortgage indus-
try growth. But that is 
not all.

Least considered is 
the stress and pressure 
which mortgage lend-
ers pile on borrowers 
through false partner-
ships with estate devel-
opers and this is posing 
a greater threat to the 
growth of the industry 
than the afore-men-
tioned reasons.

Part of the statutory 
functions of primary 
mortgage banks (PMBs) 
and mortgage institu-
tions generally, is the 
provision of housing 
finance to those who 
need same to build, buy 
or renovate existing 

opportunity of owning 
their dream homes. The 
slippery nature of both 
the developer and the 
mortgage lender raises 
questions as to the sin-
cerity and honesty of 
the housing delivery 
partnerships between 
them.

A banker, who does 
not want to be named, 
reveals that, on three 
m a i n  o c c a s i o n s ,  h e 
came close to losing his 
money to developers 
over unrealistic deliv-
ery dates,  lamenting 
that on each occasion, 
his money was given 
back to him after he 
had nurtured and came 
close to realising a home 
ownership dream. 

houses.
In many cases, those 

who apply for loans 
f r o m  t h e s e  l e n d e r s 
hardly get them and 
where they do, they are 
subjected to harrowing 
experience through dif-
ficult requirements that 
leave the b orrowers 
stressed out and almost 
frustrated.

Israel Okafor, a staff 
of an oil company who 
applied for mortgage 
loan from one of the 
PMBs has a bitter ex-
perience. According to 
him, “My exp erienc e 
with one of these lend-
ers is better imagined 
than expressed”, he said.

O k a fo r  e x p l a i n e d 
that he was “deceived” 
by one the of PMBs into 
believing that it was in 
partnership with a de-
veloper who was build-
ing over 500 housing 
units of various house-
types at relatively low 
prices for mid-low in-
come earners.

“The PMB told me 
that it was also financ-

ing and marketing the 
estate and, at the same 
time, providing mort-
gage for prosp e ctive 
buyers. My attraction 
was not much in the 
financing and market-
ing as it was in the com-
paratively low interest 
rate of 17 percent and 
10-year loan repayment 
period which the bank 
dangled to me,” he said.

Ac c ording to him, 
the bank demanded just 
20 percent equity con-
tribution from him for 
any of the housing units 
that he wanted to buy 
from the estate selling 
for between N5 million 
and N8 million, adding 
that as a demonstration 
of his readiness to take 
up the mortgage and 
buy the house, he made 
an equity contribution 
in excess of 30 percent 
of the cost of the house.

“O ve r  s i x  m o n t h s 
down the line, the de-
veloper, the mortgage 
bank and I have been on 
a Round Robbin, occa-
sionally stopping at the 

middle of nowhere only 
to discover that, in all of 
this, it has been motion 
without movement. It 
has been one story after 
another”, he fumed.

Okafor is not alone in 
this as Ayodeji Adediji, 
is  an ex-banker who 
worke d with one of 
the big names in the 
industry, but resigned 
because “I want to do 
my own thing and see 
what impact I can make 
on the economy from 
this point”.

Adediji also has his 
experience, differing 
only in the approach ad-
opted by his own lender 
who, he said, has kept 
his N5 million which 
he paid as equity for 
the house he wants to 
buy from a developer 
who is also in another 
pretentious partnership 
with the same mortgage 
bank.

“As I speak to you, 
my money has b e en 
with the mortgage bank 
s inc e  the  past  e ight 
months;  I  am told it 

is  in es crow ac c ount 
in which case it is not 
yielding any interest 
for me; the developer is 
very slippery and insin-
cere with delivery date 
for the estate.  Every 
day, like a fraudulent 
referee, he shifts the 
goal post. By the last 
count, he has shifted 
the delivery time three 
times and still count-
ing”, he lamented.

This is not an isolated 
story as many other 
cas es  ab ound.  Many 
p r o s p e c t i v e  h o m e 
owners wishing to buy 
their homes through 
mortgage have found 
themselves trapped in 
this  spider web that 
has denied many the 

wrote: “What’s the source 
of your wisdom? What’s 
the source of your life? 
The air you breathe? How 
many hairs are on your 
head? On your whole 
body? At what exact time 
did you sleep last night? 
At what exact time did 
you wake up? How long 
are you going to live on 
earth? What’s the exact 
date of your exit from this 
life? Let’s see just how 
wise you are. My dear, 
generations of philoso-
phers have tried, unsuc-
cessfully, to argue what 
you’re trying to argue. 
But it ’s  your fre ewill , 
use it.”

Silence.
“My prayer is that you 

encounter God someday. 
It’s never late. And you’ll 
make a great labourer in 
his vineyard.”

Silence.
When I checked, Ma-

tron was off to another 
thread bashing other 
commenters. Till today 
she hasn’t answered my 
questions.

But why is it fashion-
able these days for young 
people to claim to hate 
God? Is it a way of vent-
ing their frustration? Are 
they just looking for rel-
evance? Do they want 
to show they have gone 
to school? Or are they 
thinking that perhaps by 
professing atheism Mark 
Zuckerberg, the Facebook 
founder who claims to 
be a professed atheist, 
will recognise them and 
s omehow make them 
rich? I can imagine.

Merry Christmas, dear 
readers. Remember the 
reason for the season.

Lenders, developers and false partnerships Talking Mortgage
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A 
few months back, the 
Lagos and Kebbi state 
governments began a 
p a r t n e r s h i p  a i m e d 
a t  e n h a n c i n g  f o o d 

security as well as boosting agro-
economic activities in the two 
states. Specifically, the partnership 
is geared towards improving rice 
production in the country and it 
thrives on pragmatic use of existing 
resources for the common good of 
the citizenry. Kebbi, for instance, 
is endowed with vast arable land 
suitable for agricultural production 
in rice, wheat, maize, sorghum, 
groundnut etc while Lagos has the 
needed industrial and economic 
potentials to drive the partnership. 
It has the population, the purchasing 
power, processing plant as well as 
manpower to translate whatever 
amount of rice that is produced from 
Kebbi state to finished consumable 
of international standard.

Like every other public sector’s 
ventures, many were sceptical about 
the feasibility of the initiative.  Today, 
however, LAKE (an acronym of both 
Lagos and Kebbi) Rice which is the 
fruit of the partnership has since been 
rolled out for public consumption. 
At a recent public event,  the 

Lagos, Kebbi and the socio-economy of LAKE rice
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product was jointly presented to 
the public by the governors of Lagos 
and Kebbi states respectively. The 
involvement of the two governors is 
quite understandable because LAKE 
Rice, which is grown in Kebbi state, 
is milled in Lagos.  It is currently out 
on sale at designated points such as 
Odogunyan Farm Service Centre, 
Ikorodu, Temu Farm Service Centre; 
Epe, Eredo-Noforija Town Hall, Ibeju, 
Alade High School, Maryland at 
SUBEB Premises, LSADA Complex/
Farm Service Centre, Agege, LAISA 
Office Agric Bus Stop, Ojo, Mowo-
Coconut House, Badagry, Town 
Farm Service Centre, Marina, Ikeja 
Grammar School, Bolade, Oshodi, 
Teslim Balogun Stadium, Surulere, 
Mobolaji Johnson Sports Centre, 
Rowe Park, Yaba among others at the 
rate of N12, 000 per 50kg .

Considering the current harsh 
economic reality in the country, its 
roll out, no doubt, offers good tidings 
to Lagosians as it is believed that it 
would cushion the effect of economic 
recession to a great extent. The price 
tag is equally largely considered 
reasonable and moderate when 
compared with that of imported 
rice of same quantity which is sold 
for over N20, 000 for a bag of rice 
across the country. Aside providing 
succour for local consumers, one 
major goal of the LAKE Rice Project 
is economic diversification. Presently, 
the need for economic diversification 
in our country cannot be over 
emphasized. Faced with a bleak 
economic prospect brought about 
by an agonizing economic recession, 

this, indeed, is the exact time for 
governments at all levels to embrace 
every creative strategy that would 
fast track economic emancipation. 
It is, therefore, quite commendable 
that the Lagos and Kebbi state 
governments are already leading the 
way in this direction.

Repeatedly, experts have cited 
agriculture as a potential catalyst with 
the prospect of creating jobs while at 
the same time, ensuring food security 
and alleviating poverty. According 
to statistics, Nigeria has 84 million 
hectares of arable land but only 40% of it 
is cultivated. This is an indicator that so 
much still needs to be done, with 60% of 
its rich arable land yet to be cultivated; 
millions of jobs can be generated while 
the over 53million starving people in 
the country can be catered for.

This is the precise moment to alter 
the unenviable status of our nation 
as the highest importer of food in 
Africa. According to a Central Bank 
of Nigeria, CBN, statistics, within 
five months in 2014, Nigeria spent 
about $1billion on food importation 
alone. Some of the imported food 
items include rice, wheat, fish, sugar 
and many others. This is partly why 
the country has reportedly lost over 
N10 trillion since 2005, in foreign 
exchange, as it was maintaining the 
economies of other nations through 
food importation.

Between 2005 and 2015, Nigeria 
monthly import bill rose from N148b 
to N917b.  Sadly, most of the imported 
food items can be produced in 
Nigeria. The crash of crude oil price 
coupled with activities of militants has 
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exposed the helplessness of the nation 
as a monolithic import dependent 
economy. Unlike in the 60s and early 
70s when agriculture supported 
about 55% of the nation’s economy, 
same sector currently contributes 
a mere 19% to the economy.  With 
oil not able to sustain the economy 
anymore, renewed interest should 
be on agriculture, which for decades 
sustained our then buoyant economy.

Outside the food security and 
economic benefits of LAKE Rice, other 
benefits may include introduction of 
best agriculture practice to maximize 
yield, infrastructural renewal of 
agricultural settlements, improved 
transportation systems such as railway 
networks which has the capacity 
to move produce en-mass without 
undue interference. In expectation 
of mass production, interest of the 
states will be developed in capacity to 
preserve, thus avoiding wastage.

Other benefits include its capacity 
to renew investors’ interest in agro-
based industries, boost for agric 
related cooperative societies, among 
others. The height of insecurity in 
the nation calls for more concerted 
effort by all tiers of governments in 
the country to urgently device new 
methods of tackling the twain issues 
of food security and unemployment 
in the country. Youth unemployment, 
if not immediately addressed could 
be a time bomb for the country. It 
is, therefore, anticipated that more 
state governments will follow the 
laudable LAKE Rice path in order 
to promote food sufficiency and 
economic development in the country.
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T
he Sub-Sahara Africa is 
currently experiencing 
w h a t  i s  c a l l e d  a 
demographic bulge. 
This implies that there 

is a significant number of young 
people, specifically, a higher 
percentage of youths within the 
working age group compared to 
the younger youths who are of 
school age and the older ones 
whose livelihood or survival 
depends on the working group. It 
means that in the next decade or 
two, Sub Sahara Africa is going to 
have the highest number of young 
people in the world.

By implication, Nigeria with 
about 180 million citizens has a 
very

significant position in the 
population of the entire Sub 
Sahara Africa and by extension, 
Lagos State, with over 20 million 
residents is bigger than most of 
the countries in Sub Sahara Africa.

T h e  u n i q u e  p o s i t i o n  o f 
Lagos State, a microcosm of the 
macrocosm of Nigeria cannot 
be undermined; the same way 
the significance of the youth 
population of the country and the 
entire Sub Sahara Africa remains 
a factor in decision making 

Lagos state youth policy: Averting 
a demographic bomb

We cherish readers’ reactions to stories and articles published in BusinessDay. All such reactions, which must not be more than  250 words, 
should be sent to bdsundayletter@businessdayonline.com with names and addresses of writers.  The star letter every week will be rewarded.  

and governance in the entire 
continent.

With the foregoing, in some 
years to come, there is going 
to be a significant number of 
young people in Lagos State 
more than the dependent ones, 
a development that might pose 
a great challenge to the State if 
concerted efforts and proactive 
measures are not taken to develop 
the youths to be able to cope with 
the pending development.

Lagos State always boasts of 
its huge population. In as much 
as this

portends viability to the 
State Government in terms of 
commerce,

Industry and growth, it also 
comes w ith i ts  inundating 
challenges the prime of which 
is  how to control  this ever 
increasing population as well as 
avert crime, misdemeanour and 
civil unrest especially among the 
youth populace who by nature 
are typically restive and prone to 
social vices and disorderliness.

A country or State is said to be 
experiencing a youth bulge when 
the young adults enter the working 
age and the country’s dependency 
ratio-- that is, the ratio of the 
non-working age population 
to the working age population 
declines. If the number of working 
age individuals can be fully 
employed in productive activities, 
other things being equal, the 
percentage of average income 
per capita, social orderliness, 
tranquillity among other things 
will also increase and would be 

a roadmap for addressing the 
needs of Lagos State youths. 
Specifically, the engagement 
and empowerment of the youth 
bulge financially and in other 
areas necessary should not in any 
way be compromised because of 
the pressure of supporting their 
older ones and also their younger 
ones; this explains why the level 
of restiveness, anxiety and over 
ambition is rampant within this 
age group.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  s t a t e 
government, the evolving socio-
economic issues,  new and 
innovative opportunities and the 
peculiarities of the State made 
the review of the already existing 
National Youth Policy of 2009 
inevitable to meet the yearnings 
youths resident in the State. The 
document identified the core 
areas of needs of the youth in the 
State to include Eradication of 
Poverty, Improved Education and 
Health Care Delivery, Agriculture, 
Politics and Decision Making, 
Conflict Prevention and Peace 
Building, Sports and Recreation, 
Family Life among others.

In view of this, the State 
G ove r n m e nt  i s  ha r n e ssi ng 
different windows to engage the 
youth, take them off the street 
through series of empowerment 
initiatives as evident in the 
inauguration of a 25billion naira 
Em p ow e r m e nt  T r u s t  Fu n d 
majorly to these category of 
people all in a quest to make 
the youths dependent and in 
turn become employers in their 
own right. The disbursement of 

the fund, according to the State 
Government, would commence 
this December.

The youth policy is not just the 
usual paper work with political 
undertone, but it is a bonding 
commitment by a concerned 
government that is aware of 
critical area of needs of its masses. 
The effective implementation of 
the youth policy depends on an 
active institutional framework, 
robust political backing, and 
a c t i v e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a n d 
technical support of all concerned 
stakeholders.

One would have presumed that 
as part of the policy, a budgetary 
allocation in terms of percentage 
is proposed as a matter policy 
for  youth engagement and 
other related matters. While one 
wants to believe that the policy 
is subject to review periodically 
to accommodate some other 
youth related matters,  the 
implementation of critical areas 
already stated in the policy should 
be followed to the letter by all 
concerned stakeholders.

For any proactive government, 
a demographic shift  brings 
excitement and a glimpse of a 
bright future, but for a pessimist, 
the increasing numbers of the 
youth population is daunting, 
hollowing and full of uncertainties. 
The kind of future that awaits 
unborn generation depends on 
the policies that governments at 
all levels embark on in relations 
to quality education, affordable 
h e a l t h  c a r e ,  c l e a n  w a t e r, 
employability among others.
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successively enterprising.
With the above scenario, a 

country or state is said to be 
experiencing a demographic 
dividend which of course takes a 
deliberate and conscious planning 
to achieve. On the contrary, if a 
larger number of young people 
cannot find employment and earn 
satisfactory income, the youth 
bulge will become a demographic 
bomb, a bomb in the sense that 
a mammoth of frustrated youth 
would emerge and become a 
potential source of social and 
political instability. This is why one 
of the very important yardsticks 
for measuring or assessing a state 
or country is in terms of her ability 
of turning the youth bulge into a 
demographic dividend.

Having examined and studied 
the peculiarity of Lagos State, 
i ts  youth population,  their 
shared values, diverse needs, 
potentials among others, the 
State Government came up with 
a policy, a joint effort of the State 
Ministry of Youth and Social 
Development alongside the State’s 
Youth Council, the Civil Society, 
United Nations Population 
Fund, UNPF and other relevant 
stakeholders, that would guide 
the State Government on things 
that pertain to the youth and 
government investment in areas 
that would specifically address 
the peculiarity and diverse needs 
of youths in the State.

The Lagos State Youth Policy 
which was unveiled last November 
is a well-designed framework that 
clearly articulates and provides 

Every Nigerian who is stylish 
or just likes to be “on-point” 
when it comes to fashion 

understands the infallible truth 
that fashion fades, however, style 
remains the same; and so most 
of them like to pull off looks 
that exude their personal style 
yet puts them on the right page 
of fashion trends. They work 
towards expressing this style in 
their everyday looks. However, 
for most, when they the have to 
travel, they find themselves faced 
with the challenge of pulling off 
the most fashionable look while 

Five tips for stylish Nigerians travelling this holiday
imbibing their personal style in a 
new or foreign location.

This season, a number of 
Nigerians would be traveling 
either to their hometowns or 
out on vacation to celebrate 
the Christmas and end-of-year 
holidays. It is certainly essential 
that these travelers dress well 
enough to blend with what is 
tenable at their destination 
while still looking stylish and 
fashionable.

From what to wear while 
traveling to the essential pieces 
to pack for the trip, Jumia Travel, 
Africa’s No. 1 online hotel booking 
service provides 5 tips for stylish 
Nigerians traveling this holiday.

Research before creating 
your packing list

You are stylish, you have 
a reputation to keep up, you 
cannot just throw random stuff 
in your carry-on or travel box 
and head out to your destination! 

sure of your schedule as regards 
time, it pays best to pack clothes 
which do not wrinkle easily. 
Certain fabrics like neoprene and 
lycra are some of the safe options.

Create complete looks for 
everyday

Do not just throw awesome 
pieces with hope that you will 
pull them off at your destination. 
Save yourself the hassle and try on 
everything before you pack. String 
up complete looks for every day 
and every possible occasion. This 
usually prevents that lure to pack 
add-ons and certainly saves you 
space in your luggage.

Go with black
Yes, it is the harmattan season 

in Nigeria and the weather is hot…
but keep in mind that there is a 
lot of dust in the air as well. Go 
with Black! Kick aside the new 
trend that elaborates on different 
colours which are now “the new 

black”. Black is an eternal fashion 
staple and is always the go-to 
way to achieve an effortlessly 
chic and stylish look anywhere 
and anytime. It is also the best 
colour to wear on the day you are 
actually making the trip as it hides 
everything, from dust to spillages 
and wrinkles.

Do not forget the big sunnies
The sunglasses are generally 

regarded as protection for the eyes 
from harsh sun rays, however, 
to the fashionista, it is much 
more. Sunglasses, especially the 
oversized pair, have a way of 
polishing any look and it is a 
huge way of scoring sublime style 
points. It is also very instrumental 
to hiding dark circle and tired 
eyes when you are knackered. 
No matter where you are headed 
or the weather conditions there, 
ensure you carry a pair of dark 
glasses with UV protection which 
goes with all your outfits. They are 
a stylish winner.

Conduct some research; find 
out the weather condition of 
your destination, the cultural 
expectations, and the fashion 
trends prevalent in the area. 
This information will guide you 
towards packing right. Also, weigh 
in on your purpose for the trip and 
pack accordingly. Are you going 
for a family function or just on 
full blown relaxation? How long 
will you be there and what are 
the possible places you would be 
visiting. After research, prepare 
a packing list on the basis of the 
data gathered.

Pack wrinkle-free clothes
Aside from garbing the latest 

trends in style and the popular 
designers, it is important that 
your presentation is impeccable. 
This implies that everything you 
wear has to be well laundered and 
ironed. If you are not certain of the 
housekeeping and dry cleaning 
options at the hotel you have 
booked for your trip or you are not 
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I 
wish I’m on recess but 
t h e  e x i g e n c y  o f  m y 
schedule has deprived 
m e  s u c h  p r i v i l e g e . 
Fo r  s o m e  p r i v i l e g e d 

lawmakers out of the 360 
memb ers of  the Hous e of 
Repres entatives,  they are 
flown overseas to various 
d e s t i n at i o n s  w h i l e  s o m e 
have returned to their con-
stituencies to relate with the 
constituents. I learnt at the 
weekend that the Minority 
Leader, Femi Gbajabiamila 
gave academic scholarship 
for one student from each 
of the 43 Community D e-
velopment Associations in 
the constituency. Likewise, 
some other lawmakers are 
doing some great things by 
giving back to the society 
as part of measures to al-
leviate the sufferings of the 
electorates amidst the lin-
gering economic recession. 
Unfortunately for most of 
the Legislative Aides, sala-
ries were not paid when due 
as the Assembly shut down 
for the Christmas holiday. 
Some of the security person-
nel who were looking out 
for help also got the shocks 
of their lives as most of the 
lawmakers visibly displayed 
their frustrations. Most of 
the ATMs across the Nation-
al Assembly complex were 
crowded since Wednesday, 
for them to make withdraw-
als to forestall last minute 

disappointment. No thanks 
to MMM initiator who bu-
gled hopes of millions of Ni-
gerians who subscribed and 
were saving to reap bumper 
harvest  this  D e c emb er.  I 
join my faith with theirs to 
hope even in hopelessness 
that January 2017 will bring 
smiles on their faces when 
the December salaries are 
paid with the MMM pro-
ceeds trooping in with extra 
50 percent interest.

M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e  w e e k 
was wrapped up with an-
other sinister rep ort  sig-
naling romanc e b etwe en 
S p e a ke r  Y a k ub u  D o g a ra 
and the former Delta State 
Governor, James Ibori, who 
just regained his freedom 
from the UK prison on ad-
mittance to the 10 counts 
charges bothering on mon-
ey laundering and stealing 
$50 million from the Delta 
State treasury. 

The sinister report por-
tends that Dogara’s emer-
gence as the Speaker of the 
8th Assembly, was support-
ed financially or otherwise 
by the former Governor. 
While I will choose to align 
with the Speaker that his 
emergence was principally 
engineered by members of 
the House of Representa-
tives in terms of vote casted, 
i t  may not  b e  truly true 
that some certain interests 
outside the four walls  of 

the House may have in one 
way or the other be instru-
mental to his emergence. It 
is already a public knowl-
edge that the emergence of 
the incumb ent President 
and other political actors 
were made possible by other 
players and godfathers. So 
for anyone to make such a 
choic e to achieve his/her 
p olitical  ambition should 
not create unnecessary ten-
sion for Mr. Speaker. 

No doubt, the emergence 
o f  C o m ra d e  D o g a ra  w a s 
greeted with yet to be re-
solved crises. The scheme 
p l aye d  b y  t h e  ‘ w h o  a n d 
who’  within and outside 
t h e  c h a mb e r s  l e d  t o  t h e 
factionalisation of the All 
Progressive Congress (APC), 
and the resultant effect led 
to its present status of be-
ing the leading ‘opposition 
p a r t y ’  w h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o 
House matters. 

I recalled that one of the 
major questions on the lips 
o f  m a n y  N i g e r i a n s ,  a r e : 
why has the House failed 
to pass most of the bills on 
A n t i - M o n e y  l a u n d e r i n g 
and Mutual Agreement and 
m a n y  a n t i - g ra f t  re l at e d 
legislative framework? The 
Executive and Legislature 
should work harmoniously 
for  the go o d of  over 180 
mil l ion Nigerians .  I f  the 
w o r l d  c a n  b e  d e s c r i b e d 
as global village, then the 

N i g e r i a’ s  p o l i t i c a l  s p a c e 
i s  a  m i n i - b e d ro o m  ( s e l f -
contain) that can be influ-
enced by anyone. Knowing 
the influenc e wielde d by 
James Ib ori  in the emer-
gence of some of the sitting 
House members justify the 
p osition of Senator Nwa-
b o s h i .  T h e  fo r m e r  D e l t a 
State Governor Emmanuel 
U d u a g h a n  w h o  l o s t  h i s 
senatorial ambition against 
the usual tradition, speaks 
volume. How much more, 
such an heavyweight poli-
t i c i a n  l i ke  I b o r i  a n d  h i s 
allies. 

Anyway there’s no room 
to worry,  as  s ome of  the 
privileged ones know the 
f a c t o r s  t h a t  s h a p e  t h e 
p o l i t i c a l  l a n d s c a p e ,  t h e 
caution must b e exercis e 
while putting up such ar-
gument. I want to conclude 
b y  u r g i n g  w h o s o e ve r  i s 
fueling another crisis for 
Mr. Speaker to desist from 
s u c h  a n d  a l l o w  p e a c e  t o 
r e i g n  i n  t h e  s y s t e m .  A s 
far as the 8th Assembly is 
c onc erne d,  normalcy has 
since returned, even those 
who lost out of the election 
have reconciled. 

What all of us are look-
ing up to is a recession-free 
Nigeria, that will put food 
on the tables of ordinary 
Nigerians, provide critical 
infrastructure that will aid 
e m p l o y m e n t  g e n e r at i o n 

across the country. It is high 
time for the political class 
to stop playing lip-service 
to policies and programmes 
that will impact positively 
on the loives of the citizens. 
We need to build institu-
tions including Federal Civil 
S e r v i c e ,  a n t i - c o r r u p t i o n 
agencies and National As-
sembly and other statutory 
bodies that will outlive po-
litical office holders. 

The N7.29 trill ion pro-
posed budget for 2017 can 
only be realistic when we 
have legislative framework 
and effective oversight of 
projects carried out dispas-
sionately. The exercise must 
be void of corruption and 
p u n i t i ve  m e a s u re s  mu s t 
b e put in plac e to ensure 
that  thos e who abus e or 
frustrate the pro c ess are 
sanctioned without fear or 
favour.

Different strokes for different folks

Assembly Watch
From the Red Chamber

With 

OWEDE AGBAJILEKE

From the Green House
With 

KEHINDE AKINTOLA

J
ust when we thought 
t h e  ‘ r e j e c t i o n ’  o f 
Ibrahim Magu as sub-
s t a n t i ve  c h a i r m a n , 

E c o n o m i c  a n d  F i n a n c i a l 
Crimes Commission (EFCC) 
by the Senate has been set-
tled and President Muham-
madu Buhari  is  exp e cte d 
to submit a new nominee, 
crisis is brewing between 
the Senate sp okesp ers on, 
Aliyu Abdullahi and Lead-
er of the Red Chamber Ali 
Ndume.

While the Senate Leader 
alleged that the ‘rejection’ 
was smuggled in by some 
of his colleagues and that 
the Senate only res olve d 
“ n o t  t o  c o n f i r m”  M a g u , 
S e n at e  s p o ke s p e r s o n  i n -
sisted that the nomination 
had been rejected.

To  A b d u l l a h i ,  N d u m e 
h a d  n o  l o c u s  s t a n d i  t o 
address  the Press  on the 

matter and that his duties 
a s  M a j o r i t y  Le a d e r  d o e s 
not include usurping the 
functions of the Media and 
Public Affairs Committee.

A p e ep into the Senate 
Standing Orders 2015 (as 
a m e n d e d )  r e ve a l e d  t h at 
the functions of  the Ma-
jority Leader of the Senate 
include:  to lead the busi-
ness of the Senate, manage 
the legislative schedule of 
the Re d Chamb er as well 
as  l iais e with Committe e 
Chairmen and other func-
tionaries of the Senate.

A s  i t  s t a n d s ,  t h e  h a l -
lowe d chamb er has b e en 
factionalised into pro and 
a n t i - M a g u  l a w m a k e r s , 
courtesy of influence from 
President Buhari’s kitchen 
c ab i n e t .  W h i l e  t h e  p r o -
M a g u  s e n a t o r s  a r e  o p -
t i m i s t i c  t h at  t h e  S e n at e 
m i g h t  c o n s i d e r  M a g u  i f 
B u h a r i  c o u l d  f a u l t  t h e 
D S S  re p o r t ,  u p o n  w h i c h 
he was rejected, the anti-
Magu senators are flexing 
mus cles ,  await ing a  new 
chairmanship nominee by 
the President.

The fact that some sena-
t o r s  a n d  t h e i r  s p o u s e s 
are enmeshed in criminal 
c a s e s ,  d i d  n o t  a l s o  h e l p 
m at t e r s ,  a s  s e n at o r s  s e e 
Magu’s c onfirmation as a 
way of getting back at the 

Fe d e ra l  G o ve r n m e n t  fo r 
a l l e g e d l y  w i t c h - h u n t i n g 
them.

M a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  c a s e s 
against the lawmakers are 
re l at e d  t o  a l l e g at i o n s  o f 
c orruption,  running into 
bill ions of naira that the 
s e n at o r s  a r e  a c c u s e d  o f 
misappropriating.

At least six of the law-
makers have been docked 
at various courts for trial 
on fraud charges, most of 
them former governors.

Tw o  o f  t h e  s e n a t o r s , 
however, are facing charg-
es of forgery and drug of-
fences, respectively, while 
the last one has b e en in-
terrogated by the Commis-
sion over alleged fraud.

Some of the legislators 
w h o s e  t r i a l s  h a v e  c o m -
m e n c e d  i n c l u d e :  S e n at e 
President  Bukola  Saraki ; 
D e p ut y  S e n at e  M i n o r i t y 
Leader Godswill Akpabio; 
Chairman Senate Commit-
tee on Public Procurement, 
Joshua Dariye; Chairman,  
Senate Committee on Ap-
p r o p r i a t i o n s  D a n j u m a 
G o j e .  O t h e r s  a re :  C h a i r -
m a n ,  S e n at e  C o m m i t t e e 
on Agriculture Abdullahi 
A d a mu ,  C h a i r m a n  S e n -
ate Committee on Special 
Duties  Ab dulaziz  Nyako, 
Chairman Senate Commit-
te e on Marine Transp ort 

A h m e d  S a n i  Y a r i m a  a s 
well as Buruji Kashamu.

S a r a k i  i s  f a c i n g  a 
1 3 - c o u n t  c h a r g e  a t  t h e 
Code of Conduct Tribunal 
(CCT)  b ordering on fals e 
a s s e t s  d e c l a rat i o n  w h i l e 
he was the governor of his 
h o m e  s t at e .  T h e  Fe d e ra l 
Government has, however, 
withdrawn the charges of 
criminal c onspiray relat-
ing to the alleged forgery 
o f  t h e  S e n a t e  S t a n d i n g 
Orders, 2015, filed against 
Saraki and his deputy, Ike 
Ekweremadu.

Early this year, Yarima 
was docked on a 19-count 
c h a r g e  o f  c o r r u p t i o n  b y 
the Indep endent Corrupt 
P r a c t i c e s  a n d  o t h e r  r e -
lated offences Commission 
( I C P C ) .  T h e  C o m m i s s i o n 
ac cus e d him of diverting 
part of the N1 billion proj-
e c t  f u n d s  fo r  t h e  re p a i r 
o f  c o l l a p s e d  G u s a u  D a m 
a n d  re s e t t l e m e n t  o f  t h e 
victims of  f lo o d to other 
purposes.

A n o t h e r  l a w m a k e r , 
Goje, and former governor 
of Gomb e State,  is  facing 
an 18-count charge, along-
side four others, bordering 
on c onspiracy and fraud 
to the tune of N25billion, 
instituted by the EFCC.

A k p ab i o  w h o  d o ub l e s 
as Vic e Chairman Senate 

Committe e  on Judiciary, 
Human Rights  and Legal 
Matters,  is  b eing investi-
gate d for  c orruption.  He 
was twic e invite d by the 
E F C C  o ve r  a l l e g at i o n  o f 
N108billion fraud.

Another senator on EF-
CC’s radar is Adamu, who 
was arrested by the Com-
mission for allegedly mis-
appropriating N15bil l ion 
alongside 18 others.

Also under probe is Ab-
dulaziz Nyako, son of for-
m e r  G o v e r n o r  M u r t a l a 
Nyako.  In July last  year, 
t h e  E F C C  d o c ke d  A b d u -
laziz  and his  father,  at  a 
Federal High Court in Abu-
ja over alleged corruption. 
They were arraigned on a 
37-count charge bordering 
o n  c r i m i n a l  c o n s p i r a c y, 
s t e a l i n g ,  ab u s e  o f  o ff i c e 
and money laundering.

While Kashamu is  fac-
ing threat  of  extradition 
from the National  Drugs 
Law Enforcement Agency 
( N D L E A ) ,  a c t i n g  o n  r e -
q u e s t  f r o m  t h e  U n i t e d 
S t at e s ,  D a r i y e  h a s  b e e n 
standing trial  sinc e 2007 
o n  2 3 - c o u n t  c h a r g e  b o r -
d e r i n g  o n  m o n e y  l a u n -
d e r i n g ,  a b u s e  o f  o ff i c e 
a n d  c o r r u p t i o n .  H e  w a s 
a c c u s e d  o f  e m b e z z l i n g 
over N1.2billion ecological 
funds.

Magu’s rejection and senators’ corruption trial



A
s if 2019 election cam-
paigns were already 
here, the major con-
tenders in the Rivers 
rerun elections with 
likely spill over to 

2019, have continued to punch each 
other in the face. Two arrowheads, 
Governor Nyesom Wike of the 
People’s Democratic Party (PDP) and 
Magnus Abe of the All Progressives 
Congress (APC), have aimed blows 
at each other.

Now, the PDP says Abe should 
call off celebrations for his December 
10, 2016 rerun victory to the Senate 
because the courts would surely 
upturn it. Abe has however, hit 
back, saying Wike was the cause of 
violence in Ogoni area. 

PDP
The PDP boss in the state, Felix 

Obuah, said through his media 
aide, Jerry Needam, that the PDP 
regretted the manner in which Abe, 
Barry Mpigi, Derrick Mene and other 
chieftains of the APC in Ogoni al-
legedly connived with the Army, 
SARS, Police and APC thugs to kill 
and maim members of the PDP. He 
said: “It is only a matter of time before 
the truth about the ill-fated election 
held on Saturday, December 10, 2016 
would be unraveled.”

The party further accused Abe 
and the APC of pushing their des-
peration to the extent of kicking 
against the redeployment of the 
SARS Commander allegedly caught 
by drone cameras, hijacking INEC 
result sheets and other materials.

Obuah said revelations had ex-
posed APC’s ‘desperate moves’ be-
cause the party knew the game 
would soon be up as their deeds 
would be exposed, maintaining 
that Abe had boasted on a radio 
programme that an ‘audio evidence’ 
would soon be released against Gov-
ernor Wike.

The PDP chairman wondered 
why Abe would violate his con-
science to celebrate such a victory. 
The party called for the arrest and 
prosecution of some personalities 
involved in the violence in Ogoni on 
the day of election. 

APC
Magnus Abe, now representing 

Rivers South East Senatorial District, 
has blamed Governor Wike and the 
PDP for any violence which might 
have occurred during the December 
10 legislative re-run elections in the 
state.

Speaking in Port Harcourt, Abe 
said although he heard an incident 
that happened at Bodo community 
and not Khana; such incident could 
have been triggered by the order 
given to PDP supporters by the 

party’s ‘Arrest Resistance Committee’ 
to indulge in violence.

“From the outset, we had said 
that the nature of the languages em-
ployed by the People’s Democratic 
Party (PDP), the arrangement they 
were making with arrest resistance 
committee, inviting youths and 
arming them and all that. It was 
clearly inevitable that violence 
would be the result of this kind of 
arrangement. Those of them who 

A
s the search for those who 
ambushed, killed and babar-
ically beheaded a senior 
police officer, (a deputy su-

perintendent of police) and his orderly 
on the day of the Rivers election reruns 
in the Omoku area of the state heats 
up, Augustine Onyekachi Wokocha, 
the former commissioner of power 
under Chibuike Amaechi, has washed 
his hands off the dastardly act.

Wokocha, a member of the All 
Progressives Congress (APC) in the 
state, said he too was keen on finding 
out who killed the police officer from 
Niger State who was in the state on 
election duties.

Addressing a crowded press con-
ference in Port Harcourt Thursday, 
Wokocha rather canvassed his cre-
dentials as a man of peace. “I am a 
man of peace and I am known for 
and consistent in saying no gun to 
the youth because the same gun will 
kill him, directly or indirectly. I say to 
them, if I give you a gun, I have handed 
death to you. Sooner or later, it will kill 
you. Also, my position is that there 
should be no gun to a civilian. They do 
not have the trained mind to handle 
guns. They will lose their control and 
misuse it.”

The former power commissioner 
under whom the state built two gas 
turbines in Afam said he did not take 
the accusations against him about a 
suspect naming him as their spon-
sor serious because he has come to 
regard social media as unserious. “It 

made such arrangements should 
be held responsible for what they 
did. As far as Khana is concerned, I 
didn’t hear that anybody was killed 
in Khana. But I have seen reports 
that somebody died in Bodo. I do 
not know the circumstance under 
which that happened. What I have 
said and would like to repeat here is 
that as much as possible, incidents 
that occurred during the election 
should be properly investigated and 

was only when this started seeping 
into the traditional media that I rose in 
my own defence. I do not know these 
fellows that were said to have named 
me, if they ever did that, and I have no 
relationship with them.’

He said he has rather carried out 
some checks which show that one of 
those arrested for the murders is the 
son of a chief and strong member of 
the opposing party to the APC in his 
town (Omoku in Onelga) and he is a 
member of the youth gang of the that 
party. He said the gang had before 
now burnt his estate and killed many 
people. “In fact, that gang killed my 
relations. The police should kindly 
investigate this matter to the end to 

PDP says Magnus Abe’s laugh will not last
those who are found culpable should 
be brought to book”.

Abe wondered why few inci-
dents of violence orchestrated by the 
PDP in Rivers South East Senatorial 
District should be used to assess his 
election while in Rivers East Senato-
rial District and even in Rivers West 
Senatorial District, such incidents 
were not attributed to the senators 
who won in the districts.

Speaking further, he cited the be-
heading of police officers at Omoku, 
which was not attributed to the sena-
tor representing Rivers West, adding 
that the essence of the insinuation in 
Rivers South East was to smear his 
electoral victory.

“You are always talking about 
Rivers South East Senatorial District; 
PDP is always talking about Rivers 
South East Senatorial District; the 
governor is always talking about 
Rivers South East Senatorial District. 
We are talking about elections that 
were held state-wide. You have 
talked about people being killed 
in Rivers South East. People were 
beheaded in Omoku. How come 
nobody is talking about that? Let 
me state clearly even if the election 
is conducted 50 times in my senato-
rial district, there will be only one 
winner because that is the choice 
of the people of that district and 
the name of that winner is Senator 
Magnus Ngei Abe”.

find out how a member of a gang 
that chases me about and burns my 
property would be sponsored by me.’

Asked whether he had been at-
tacked by the state government before, 
he said: “Yes, I have been under attack 
for months by the present administra-
tion in the state from many quarters. 
The Wike administration accused me 
of stealing the gas turbine, the money, 
and everything under the sun. They 
later said I sponsored violence in 
Onelga. Now, they say I am sponsor-
ing the gang that killed and beheaded 
a DSP. There is a new wave of violence 
and they are also plotting to accuse me. 
It has become honourable to swallow 
the insults and keep quiet so that two 
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...As senator-elect washes off hands from killings on voting day

‘I did not kill the deputy superintendent of Police’ – Amaechi former aide
Who killed the Sherrif?

men do not be called mad at the same 
time, but the lies are becoming consis-
tent and may confuse the public.’

Laying out his character traits, 
he said: “Before now I have served in 
various capacities first as a member 
of Rivers State House of Assembly 
and later as Commissioner for Power 
for nearly eight years. During my 
years as a parliamentarian and public 
officer, I have never been associated 
with politics of violence and I call on 
any concerned member of the public 
either in the state or outside to check 
the records.”

“Since we decided to join APC in 
2013, there have been several attacks 
on my person and my community by 
those who have other political persua-
sions. In their desperation to prove 
their supremacy they recruited boys 
who allegedly committed several mur-
ders of many APC members including 
a chief, C. Adube and six members 
of his household, another chief, G. 
Ahiaidu, one Clever Orukwowu (APC 
LGA Youth Leader), Franklin Obi (APC 
Ward 4 Chairman), his pregnant wife 
and teenage son, Nwachukwu Levi 
Orekegba from my community (Ok-
posi), among so many others and made 
my Local Area (ONELGA) ungovern-
able for us,” he added.

According to him, “Many homes 
that were burnt are still deserted till 
date. Many of my kinsmen who fled 
for fear of these evil men are still living 
as refugees in other parts of the state 
or outside. At the last count we had 
lost more than two hundred party 
members. Today, the same people 
who are disturbing the peace in the 

community and who were alleged 
to have masterminded some of the 
high profile killings are now enjoy-
ing amnesty from the PDP-led state 
government. The story I have told is 
in public domain for anyone to verify.”

He said it was therefore, condem-
nable that those same characters 
extended their dastardly acts to the 
law enforcement agents who came to 
maintain peace during the December 
10th legislative re-run elections. “What 
I find most shocking and amazing is, 
how is the determination of the leader-
ship of the mischief makers to ensure 
that this ‘one killing too many’ on the 
10th of December 2016, of our dear 
lawmen be credited to my person”.

Wokocha added: “Let me say with-
out equivocation that there is no 
iota of truth in this fabricated allega-
tion. On the said election day, I was 
one person who conducted myself 
peacefully throughout the exercise 
against all provocation. I urge the law 
enforcement agencies to thoroughly 
investigate this allegation to ensure 
that the truth is laid bare. I have chosen 
the path of rectitude from birth, in 
defense of my responsible pedigree. 
Those who have chosen the path of 
crime and infamy must have the cour-
age to stand and own up to their acts. 
Cowardice is a horrible vice to add to 
vicious criminality. This campaign of 
calumny has failed like those before it.”

He said it was untrue that his boys 
that were arrested and detained until 
Tuesday, December 20, 2016, were 
the same boys that went out later to 
cause violence when they were still 
behind bars.

 IGNATIUS CHUKWU



S
ince the end of the much-
talked about rerun elections 
for seats in the Senate, House 
of Representatives and State 
House of Assembly in Riv-

ers State, a flurry of investigative or 
probe panels have been constituted 
to unravel the circumstances leading 
to a gale of killings by alleged secu-
rity agencies, who were deployed to 
safeguard the exercise. First, the Po-
lice high command set up an inquiry 
team, in which they are requesting 
the public, especially people of the 
state, to come up with testimonies 
of how much they know of events 
leading up to the bloody violence 
in places like Khana, Gokana, Etche 
(where a police officer was beheaded 
along with his orderly) and other 
flashpoint local government areas. 
Other civilians were killed in an ex-
ercise that was described by election 
observers as marred with clear cases 
of snatching of electoral materials. 
The CLEEN Foundation indicted the 
security agencies.

 Militarisation of Rivers 
For sure, there was massive mili-

tarisation of Rivers for the rerun. 
Sophisticated military hardware were 
deployed in the state, for an election of 
only 21 constituencies – three senato-
rial, eight House of Representatives 
and nine state House of Assembly 
seats. A sampler: 28,000 regular po-
licemen were deployed, six helicop-
ters, six gunboats, 16 police dogs, an 
undisclosed number of soldiers, 5,000 
Special Anti-Robbery Squad (SARS), 
thousands of civil defence corps 
personnel, Navy, Air Force and other 
para-military agencies were drafted.

Meanwhile, protests and counter 
protests have continued to trail the 
December 10 election. First, it was 
Governor Nyesom Wike who led PDP 
supporters to march from Govern-
ment House, Port Harcourt to other 
parts of the state. The following day, 
APC supporters, numbering several 
thousands marched from Port Har-
court Township through the busy Aba 
Road, obstructing traffic, to the Inde-
pendent National Electoral Commis-
sion (INEC) headquarters on Aba Road.

Wike rejects police inquiry, raises 
new one 

While the police panel was still 
afoot with its work, Wike has been 
pouring invectives on the body, call-
ing it a booby-trap designed to iden-
tify and nail perceived members of 
his People’s Democratic Party (PDP) 
for possible incarceration. The gover-
nor stoutly declared that neither his 
government, nor the people he leads 
would attempt to participate in the 
probe panel raised by the police into 
the killings.

He described the probe panel as a 
“phoney” show, saying that “the police 
cannot deliberately murder Rivers 
people in cold blood, and turn around 
to investigate. The phoney probe on 
the rerun elections has a predeter-
mined goal, which is to indict PDP 

members and commence their politi-
cally motivated prosecution.”

The governor spoke at a thanksgiv-
ing Mass at Our Lady Chaplaincy of 
the Catholic Institute of West Africa 
(CIWA), Port Harcourt, saying it was 
for a successful rerun/supplementary 
election, which he said was won by 
the ruling PDP in the state.

He spoke further: “We are not a 
party to their so-called panel. We 
have passed that stage, and we cannot 
fall into the trap of a panel of inquiry. 
After killing our people, you want us 
to assist you unravel what? It is the 
police that killed our people.”

The governments of the United 
Kingdom (UK), France, United States 
of America (USA), Germany and other 
major democratic nations have asked 
the Muhammadu Buhari-led Nigerian 
government to seriously investigate 
the alleged killings of innocent per-
sons by security agents during the 
rerun election in Rivers. Meanwhile, 

the ruling PDP and opposition All 
Progressives Congress (APC) have 
been accusing each other of complicit 
in the perceived politically-motivated 
killings.

For Governor Wike, it was ex-
tremely bewildering why the police 
would claim they want to investigate 
issues surrounding the Rivers rerun 
election, when they are allegedly one 
of the interested parties involved in 
the attempt to subvert the will of the 
people. He pointed out that it was the 
police high command that refused to 
prosecute the APC chieftains caught 
on camera printing fake result sheets 
ahead of the elections.

“The petitions (by Rivers State Gov-
ernment) to the Police High Command 
on the negative activities of ACP 
(Assistant Commissioner of Police), 
Steven Hasso and the Commander of 
Special Anti-Robbery Squad (SARS), 
Akin Fakorede were disregarded. 
Even when Akin Fakorede was vid-

eoed beating up electoral officers at 
the Rivers East Senatorial District Col-
lation centre, the police swept it under 
the carpet,” the governor alleged.

Wike said: “If it is a country that 
believes in its image, so many people 
would have lost their jobs. They can-
not ask themselves why 28,000 po-
licemen, yet-to-be ascertained num-
ber of soldiers, police dogs and horses, 
gunboats and helicopters could not 
police ordinary legislative elections. 
It is because the police were the ones 
committing the fraud, violence and 
election material-snatching. We are 
accusing the police of mass murder 
and they turn around to set up a panel 
of inquiry.”

He described the just-concluded 
rerun election as a “battle.” “We are 
here to thank God for the victory He 
has given Rivers State. We came out 
from a battle, and God was our leader 
during the fight. We owe God a lot.”

However, Wike, apparently belea-
guered on all sides, has constituted his 
own “Judicial Commission of Inquiry 
to investigate the killings and other 
violent acts/matters that occurred 
during the December 10 rerun and 
supplementary elections in the state.”

The constitution of the Judicial 
Commission of Inquiry was contained 
in a special government announce-
ment signed by the Secretary to the 
Rivers State Government (SSG), Ken-
neth Kobani.

According to the SSG, the Judicial 
Commission of Inquiry has Justice 
Chinwendu Nwogu as chairman. 
Members include: Grace Akpughu-
num-Okwulehie, O.V.C. Okene, a pro-
fessor; Anthony Uzoma Ozurumba, 
Hosanna Nnaewi, a Reverend Canon. 
Others are Alphonso Sibi, the Chief 
State Counsel, who would be its sec-
retary, and C.B. Ekeh, a Principal State 
Counsel, Legal Counsel.

The Judicial Commission of In-
quiry, which was inaugurated on 
Thursday, December 22, at the state 
executive council chambers, has full 
powers and authority, and would hold 
public hearings.  

Terms of reference for Wike’s 
inquiry

 Its terms of reference include to 
“investigate the remote and immedi-
ate causes of the violence during the 
December 10 rerun/supplementary 
elections in Rivers State; identify the 
perpetrators of the various acts of 
violence and killings in the aforesaid 
election; identify the victims of the 
violence including those killed; iden-
tify if property was damaged and the 
value of any such property; deter-
mine if the violence was localised to 
specific areas within the state, or was 
state-wide; make appropriate recom-
mendations concerning their findings 
or any other recommendations as the  
commission may consider appropriate 
in the  circumstance, and submit its 
report to the Governor of Rivers State 
within one (1) month  from the  date 
of its sitting.

 It is uncertain what would follow 
next in a maze of events trailing the 
Rivers’ rerun.
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Waiting for Buhari’s new ‘magicians’

A
fter a six month wait to ap-
point a cabinet, President 
Muhammadu Buhari on No-
vember 11 last year, inaugu-
rated his cabinet by swear-

ing in the long-awaited 36 ministers, 
with a promise to reflate the economy 
and lead Nigeria to the Promised Land.

The Promised Land still remains a 
mirage while the economy is in dire 
straits, its worse in 25 years. A little over 
a year later, in fact, 13 months after, the 
President Buhari is now poised to find 
a new set of

saints. Hopefully, this time they will 
arrive with the magic wand that will end 
the recession and maybe better the lot 
of Nigerians.

However, a nagging question remains 
who or what is really the problem? Are 
the ministers really to blame for Nige-
ria’s current situation or is the President 
to blame for not setting a clear agenda 
and articulating his policy direction for 
them to follow through? Will the new 
set of ministers make any difference?

Buhari, 74, broke the 16-year reign of 
the People’s Democratic Party last year, 
after winning the presidential vote on 
his fourth consecutive try. With the vic-
tory came promises that include making

the naira at par with the dollar, N5000 
monthly welfare payments to the poor 
and most vulnerable in society and a 
child school feeding programme.

All of these campaign pledges are yet 
to be fulfilled and he has even reneged 
on a few. Things have not gone the 
way he envisaged, as 2016 has left him 
breathless and strained from thinking 
of a reset. Now

reports say he is planning a cabinet 
reshuffle.

Nigeria lost her place as Africa’s larg-
est economy after sliding into recession 
this year, similar to an economic turmoil 
under Buhari’s first stint in 1984 as a 
military dictator.

Data released by the National Bureau 
for Statistics showed unemployment rate 
rose to 14 percent in the third quarter 
from 13.3 percent in the previous quarter 
while inflation rose for the 13th

consecutive month to a record 18.5 
percent in November on food and en-
ergy prices.

Nigerians, hammered by the pangs of 
a biting economic downturn, now ex-
press anger towards government. Most 
have been quick to point at his

poor choice of cabinet members, who 
they say have no proper idea or experi-
ence of how to get the country out of its 
current situation.

Analysts however, think that the 
problem is not with the ministers but 
with a lack of cogent agenda or vision 
set by the President. Buhari has received 
knocks for his team, most of who have 
been described as square pegs in round 
holes.

They have continuously harped on 
the fact that it took him so long to finally 
come up with a team, whose capabilities 
he is unsure of. Last month, the federal 
cabinet marked one year since it was 
c onstitute d, but ratings by analysts 
and data from the NBS show that most 
of them have been sub-par at best and 
outright dismal at worst.

But then, what are the indices for 
rating the cabinet? They were hired by 
a President who preached change albeit 
with a rather tight jacket approach.

Managing Director and Chief Execu-
tive of Financial Derivatives Company 
Limited, Bismarck Rewane, says it is a 
process problem and the change

of ministers would have little or no 
effect.

President Buhari

ELIZABETH ARCHIBONG

“As far the economic problems are 
concerned, the policy, the implementa-
tion, the execution and the feedback 
mechanism are all part of the problem. 
So a change and shift in personalities 
around the

table  am not  sure wil l  s olve the 
problem. You can change all you want,” 
Rewane says.

“There is what you call the process 
problem and what you call the people 
problem. There is a process problem 
here, the process is not working. I am 
not saying that the people are correct 
but I think, if

we think that by just changing the 
people the circumstances will change or 
the outcome will change, I don’t think so.

“Dont forget, we had no people at one 
time for six months when there were 
no ministers and things seemed to have 
improved. So, there is no

correlation between the ministerial 
positions and the outcomes at this time.

“I think there is a process problem and 
a coordination problem and those are 
not the roles of the ministers,” he says 
in a telephone

interview with BDSUNDAY.
Something has to change and Bis-

marck says the government will have to 
create a feedback mechanism to gauge 
their policies.

“There has to be a better coordination 
of activities and there has to be better 
feedback mechanism, because what is 
happening is that the

markets and the people are feeling 
bad and the government doesn’t seem 
to be fully aware of it,” he further says.

When Buhari took office in May 2015, 
Nigerians started to talk about body 
language. Some of his aides acted based 
on this so-called body language style of 
governance. From the body language of 
the ministers, most of them were afraid 
to take decisions or make moves.

Buhari, who started out with a target 
to fight corruption and cut the seeming 
extravagant spending in government, 
has been perceived as being

aloof when it relates to allegations 
against his cabinet. It is not clear if 
they are able to offer advice, but as is 
the trend their body language also says 
they may have tried at some point to 
advise their

principal and got a shutdown.
Some industry watchers generally 

agree that the ministers have to go, 
especially those in charge of economic-
related matters.

“The Buhari administration is faced 
with a plethora of self-inflicted chal-
lenges,” Eze Onyekwere, Executive Di-
rector, Centre for Social Justice, opined, 
adding that “the first is the lack of a clear 
vision, focus and policy statement”.

For him, besides the lack of a concrete 
policy framework to control sectoral 
policies, there is the challenge of picking 
the wrong people for the job.

Critics have at some point opined that 
most of the ministers were picked as 
compensation for their direct participa-
tion or that of their benefactors during 
the elections. This will explain why a 
professor will be picked as a minister 
of state in the education ministry, or a 
lawyer as a minister of budget and na-
tional planning.

Onyekpere said for optimum perfor-
mance of the ministers, they must be 
allocated portfolios before screening, to 
ascertain their competence

for the given role.
“The administration lacks an over-

arching policy framework that coordi-
nates sectoral policies and harmonises 
them for the greater goal of economic 
growth, development and the improve-
ment of living conditions of Nigerians.

“Again, there is the challenge of round 
pegs in square holes when otherwise 
knowledgeable Nigerians with excellent 
competencies were posted to manage 
ministries outside their area of sectoral 
competence.

“This category of ministers are sim-
ply learning on the job in a period of 
recession that has virtually entered a 
depression. This is not good enough as 

Nigerians expect experienced men and 
women to put

their hands on the deck to recovery.
“The ministerial challenge would 

have been solved if the constitution 
provides for minister designates to be 
assigned a portfolio and screened by the 
Senate on the basis of their competence 
against the

designated portfolios. However, the 
constitution amendment exercise pro-
vides an opportunity for this mischief 
to be cured”.

Director, Centre for Democracy and 
Development, Jibrin Ibrahim agrees that 
the some of the ministers do not have 
sufficient competence to

carry out the mandate given to them 
and therefore, supports a change.

“I think the ministers do not have 
sufficient competence to carry out their 
mandates. Specifically the ministers 
in charge of the economic issues, they 
have been unable to develop a feasible 
strategy to

address the economic crisis we are 
facing.

“If therefore, the President is able to 
get more competent people, I think it will 
make a difference in terms of economic 
management” he said.

For him, it is not lack of focus on 
the President’s side as he already spelt 
out three issues he wants to focus on, 
corruption, security and job creation. 
Unfortunately “the problem is that quiet 
a number of the people he appointed are 
not that competent”.

As an agenda, if the President goes 
ahead to hire new hands they will have 
to come on board with their wands to 
wave and make the jobs

appear as well as do away with stag-
flation in the country.

“The lead, I think is job creation and 
getting Nigeria out of stagflation, we 
have been unable to address the foreign 
currency crisis we are facing; we are 
unable to address inflation and we are 
simply not creating enough economic 
activities in the country”.
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T
he expression, “When two 
elephants fight, it is the 
grass that suffers”, best 
describes the impasse be-
tween the Executive and 

Legislature at the federal level.
With 17-months into the admin-

istration of President Muhammadu 
Buhari, the face-off between both 
arms of government shows no signs 
of abating.

Just when most analysts thought 
the moves by the Chairman, Pro-
gressives Governors’ Forum and Imo 
State Governor Rochas Okorocha to 
broker peace between the Senate 
leadership and the Presidency as 
well as the courtesy call by Senate 
President Bukola Saraki to the All 
Progressives Congress (APC) Nation-
al Chairman, John Odigie-Oyegun 
would witness a cordial relationship 
between the Red Chamber and the 
Executive, this is not the case, as 
the frosty relationship keeps dete-
riorating.

Fo r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  S e n at e  h a s 
turned down the $29.9billion foreign 
loan by the President, described 
the 2017 to 2019 Me dium Term 
Exp enditure Framework (MTEF) 
and Fiscal Strategy Paper (FSP) as 
‘empty’, rejected the nomination of 
Ibrahim Magu as substantive chair-
man, Economic and Financial Crimes 
Commission (EFCC) as well as three 
nominees on the Governing Board of 
the Nigeria Communications Com-
mission (NCC).

Experts say the rejection of execu-
tive proposals and inaction by both 
legislative chambers of the National 
Assembly has retarded the nation’s 
progress, as Nigerians bear the brunt 
of the face-off between both arms of 
government.

Trouble started after the emer-
gence of Bukola Saraki as Senate 
President, in the June 9, 2015 elec-
tion, against the wishes of the Presi-
dent and the ruling party.

While some commentators blame 
the President for not showing inter-
est on those that would emerge as 
principal officers of both chamber 
of the National Assembly, others at-
tributed the blame on the Saraki-led 
National Assembly for disobeying 
party directives. 

Tracing the genesis of the prob-
lem, a member of the House of Rep-
resentatives, Abiodun Famurewa, 
noted that the ruling APC devoted 
to o much on winning ele ctions 
without actually sitting as a group to 
fashion out how to allocate offices to 
members after the victory.

How Executive-Legislature face-off 
hampers Nigeria’s progress
OWEDE AGBAJILEKE

He pointed out that issues like the 
external borrowing plan and MTEF 
should have been discussed and ap-
proved at the APC Caucus Level.

“We put all our efforts in win-
ning the elections, we refused to 
sit down as a group to decide what 
would be, who would be where and 
all those things. So by the time all 
those things started, the interests, 
aspirations, etc, come up definitely 
there will be clashes here and there.

“And since then apart from the 
President coming to the National 
Assembly for the budget presenta-
tion, I don’t think we really have a 
kind of rapport that is supposed to 
be between the APC members in 
the National Assembly, both at the 
House and the Senate, and the execu-
tive and even the party.

“The way I know things in-house 
in the past, the party will have a 
regular meeting with elected gov-
ernment officials both from the ex-
ecutive and the parliament. For ex-
ample, this issue of borrowing plan, 
this was supposed to have come up 
before now. We are supposed to 
have discussed it at caucus level”.

But other analysts view it differ-
ently.

Relying on the Latin maxim, “He 
who comes into equity must come 
with clean hands”, Jude Ohanele of 

Development Dynamics blames the 
National Assembly for not being 
transparent by refusing to disclose 
details of its budget.

Describing the National Assembly 
as a ‘lame duck’, he said the institu-
tion cannot effectively check the 
excesses of the Executive when it 
operates a secret budget.

In a chat with BDSUNDAY, he 
said: “The problem of the relation-
ship between the National Assembly 
and the Executive arm of govern-
ment is squarely rooted in the appar-
ent lack of capacity of the National 
Assembly to do their job.

“The National Assembly has been 
relatively incapacitated to engage ef-
fectively with the Executive arm of 
government. The job of the National 
Assembly is to represent the citizens 
from their various constituencies 
and ensure that the Executive arm 
of government prepares, get an ap-
proval from the National Assembly 
and effe ctively implement their 
yearly budget. This is the core job 
of the National Ass embly.  They 
have weakened themselves to the 
level that they are not able to do this 
job because you cannot over-fight 
the Executive arm of government 
when you as an institution are not 
transparent.

“The fact is that as we speak, nei-

ther you nor me, nor any member of 
the National Assembly has an idea 
of what the budget of the National 
Assembly for 2016 is; it is a major 
scandal. So, you will discover that 
the Executive arm of government 
has done far better than the National 
Assembly in terms of transparency 
and openness. You can see figures 
around the national budget in the 
media; you can see it on the website 
of the Budget Office of the Federa-
tion. But you cannot see any infor-
mation whatsoever on the budget of 
the National Assembly.

“So, an institution that is that 
highly s e cretive and non-trans-
parent has no moral capacity to do 
oversight. That is why the National 
Assembly is a lame duck and their 
lame duck posture is self-imposed.

“Except the National Assembly 
comes out open with its budget, the 
audit of its account and other related 
financial accounts that are relevant 
to what they are doing in that arm 
of government, they cannot help 
the Nigerian citizens to check the 
excesses of the Executive. 

“All of those things you see them 
doing are just mere caricature of 
things they are doing to pass the 
time and try to justify whatever 
amount of money they are sharing 
among themselves”, Ohanele stated.

President Buhari with Saraki
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answer session, a young 
man, probably in his 20’s was 
handed the mic, and he goes 
“nigerians are hungry! We 
are suffering”. it didn’t stop 
there, he said he would have 
loved to ask each minister 
a question but instead he 
decided to send a message to 
their boss.

“Please, i want the Min-
ster of information to tell 
the President that when 
he was campaigning he had 
the interest of the youth 
in mind but now i don’t 
know if he has changed 
or he is changing. 2019 is 
coming and we are waiting 
for him”.

the hall erupted with 
laughter. People clapped, 
cheered and jeered and i 
could see the look of horror 
on the ministers’ faces. the 
Villa is usually quite intimi-
dating for a lot of people but 
for the young man to boldly 
threaten the president’s re-
election ambition, if any, and 
certainly the all Progressive 
congress party’s bid to get 
re-elected, speaks volumes 
of how deeply the frustra-
tion in the land runs.  is there 
anything surprising about 
that? We are all in a difficult 
situation and no matter how 
his hailers try to excuse the 
president and his handlers 
insulate him, the reality is 
that the buck stops at his 
table.

after some more ques-
tions and comments, infor-
mation Minister, lai Mo-
hammed, who moderated 
the session, cleared his throat 
and said: “My dear ministers, 
it is time for everyone to 
carry his own cross”, im-
plying that fellow cabinet 
colleagues should respond 
to the questions directed 
at them. i couldn’t help it. 
i laughed too. it is difficult 
when even the usually lo-
quacious Mr. Mohammed is 
short of words. he always 
seems to have an answer for 
everything. not this time.

So as you enjoy the 
christmas holiday, please 
don’t make it an everybody 
“is on their own affair”. let’s 
show love to those whose 
plates are ready, yet still 
empty because situation has 
made it difficult to put food 
in there. thank you for hav-
ing me in your home today.

Merry christmas

standing up for his kinsman, 
as they are both from borno 
State. During an interview 
with journalists where he 
tried to address the Senate’s 
position, ndume lost his cool 
when we tried to get him to 
give us a concrete answer.

“are you arguing with 
me?” he retorted angrily. 
of course, we weren’t in a 
debate with the lawmaker. 
We only pushed him af-
ter we spotted the obvious 
contradiction in his state-
ment. More journalists are 
becoming bolder and more 
professional and they push 
politicians to the limit as 
we try to hold them to ac-
count. gone are the days 
when we’re told something 
is white and we’re expected 
to report it even when the 
contradiction is glaring. So 
the drama continued next 
day at the Senate when they 
reiterated their stand.

So the terse statement 
which was released late 
Sunday obviously after the 
president had read several 
reports hitting on his refusal 
to take action against his al-
lies said: “the attention of the 
presidency has been drawn 
to a number of reports in 
the media, in which various 
accusations of corruption 
have been levelled against 
some top officials in the ad-
ministration.

in that regard, President 
buhari has instructed the 
attorney general of the 
Federation to investigate 
the involvement of any top 
government official accused 
of any wrongdoing. if any of 
them are liable, they will not 
escape prosecution”.

We can try to accept that 
this will be done but i assure 
you that the last has not 
been heard. Feelers from the 
inner circles of power show 
that the president is more 
circumspect lately as he now 
has some idea that nigerians 
are really unhappy. it may 
not be unconnected with 
another electioneering circle 
starting in about a year from 
now.

and this brings me to the 
town hall meeting that held 
at the State house where six 
cabinet members including 
the Ministers of information, 
Finance, Power, Works and 
housing and Solomon Da-
lung got all manner of jibes. 
While some were meant 
for onward delivery to Mr. 
President, others were aimed 
directly at the ministers 
present. and unlike during 
the budget presentation, 
they were all fully awake 
this time.

if you haven’t seen the 
meme of the bored and 
sleeping ministers you’re on 
a very long thing.

During the Question and 

g
iven the year we’ve 
had, with all the dra-
mas around those in 
power, intrigues and 

political grandstanding, it 
would have been an

anti-climax if the year 
were to end without an inci-
dent, or an icing on the cake. 
and so ladies and gentle-
men, the closing act of what 
has been a show that will 
rival the best nollywood 
has to offer. the show is 
getting clearer now as we 
are increasingly lighting up 
the stage.

the drama will continue 
shortly and all masks will be 
removed. Just get ready for 
another thrilling episode of 
government drama.

oh by the way, it is christ-
mas!!! and can you imagine 
that i am still searching for 
my cutleries. i haven’t even 
thought of what i am going 
to eat with them. but i’ve got 
to have them in place. You’re 
probably wondering what 
i’m up about this time.

last week, President Mu-
hammadu buhari’s integrity 
was put to a litmus test, forc-
ing him to call out for an 
investigation on top cabinet 
members. You know how 
they say a man’s enemies are 
the people of his

household? Well, that 
may be true in this instance. 
i can imagine that Presi-
dent buhari is torn between 
letting go the very people 
he trusts, especially in his 
so-called anti-corruption 
campaign. the whole drama 
has become embarrassing 
and it made me question if 
the president still bothered 
about issues of his integrity.

So late on Sunday, the 
president’s mouthpiece re-
leased a statement to the 
effect that the attorney 
general of the Federation 
has been “ordered” to probe 
all top government officials 
accused of one

infraction or the other. 
While the statement was not 
specific, it was very obvious 
who those to be investigated 
were.

the week through, nige-
rians expected the president 
to either suspend or sack 
outright those members of 
his kitchen cabinet whose 
names had come up in issues 
that smeared his now not-so-
impeccable integrity.

rather, he’s been slow 
to take action. in fact, he’s 
been forced to by the clever 
stage-managed show put 
up by Senators on the day 
he was to deliver the 2017 
spending plan.

to refresh your minds, 
Secretary to government of 
the Federation babachir Da-
vid lawal (a.k.a bD) was in-
dicted by a Senate committee 
led by Shehu Sani. the com-

Tell Mr. President ‘2019 is coming 
and we are waiting for him’

N/Assembly grounds 
corruption-fighting 
machinery, targets 
Buhari - Agoro

a 
f o r m e r 
presiden-
tial can-
didate of 
t h e  n a -

tional action council 
(nac), olapade agoro, 
has raised the alarm 
over an alleged plot 
by the national as-
sembly to cripple the 
anti-corruption war 
of President Muham-
madu buhari.

a g o r o ,  w h o  e x -
pressed concern that 
corruption is seriously 
fighting back in the 
national polity, said 
that the Senate’s in-
dictment of some key 

he thought he knew 
best how to perform 
than anybody else i.e. 
the fight against cor-
ruption.”

he noted that bu-
hari enjoyed largely 
the supp ort of  the 
Western World on his 
anti-corruption fight-
ing credentials in a par-
ticular period goodluck 
Jonathan was seen as 
an agent of evil of cor-
ruption, saying that the 
corrupt elements that 
are being hunted are 
now after the President 
himself.

“or how can anyone 
classify the fact that 
almost all of the key 
officials in President 
Muhammadu buhari’s 

government, in par-
ticular the Secretary 
to the government 
o f  t h e  Fe d e rat i o n , 
David babachir la-
wal; the chief of Staff, 
abba Kyari; the acting 
chairman of EFcc, 
ibrahim Magu are now 
on the list of those 
seriously indicted for 
corruption.

“the search light 
can be seen seriously 
pointing also in the 
direction of the chief 
law officer of the Fed-
eration. it portends the 
fact that after all the 
pillars supporting the 
anti-corruption struc-
ture had fallen.

“ t h e  m a n  t o  b e 
blamed would be no 
one else than buhari 
who rode to power on 
the back of the very 
dangerous corruption 
tigers.”

officials in President 
Muhammadu buhari’s 
administration had left 
nobody in doubt that 
their next target is the 
President himself.

in a signed state-
ment made available 
to journalists in ibadan, 
he said: “the unfolding 
scenario reveals that 
the corrupt animals 
being hunted are hot-
ly chasing buhari the 
hunter.”

according to agoro, 
“there is nobody to be 
deceived anywhere, 
the global sphere, of 
the fact that general 
Muhammadu buhari 
came into office of the 
President and com-
mander in chief of the 
armed Forces Federal 
republic of nigeria, 
the year 2015 with the 
primary intention to 
execute the programme 

mittee’s report accused Mr. 
lawal of receiving a n233 
million contract to clear “in-
vasive plant species” (simply 
put, to cut grasses) in Yobe 
State through a company 
called rholavision nigeria 
limited which he owns.

claims that Mr. lawal 
had resigned his position 
as director in the company 
was rubbished by the fact 
that he remains a signatory 
to the company’s account. 
Following the disclosure, 
lawmakers asked that Mr. 
lawal be kicked out of office, 
investigated and prosecuted 
over the alleged contract 
fraud and conflict of interest 
as the contract was awarded 
by the Presidential initiative 
for the north East (PinE) 
over which Mr. lawal’s posi-
tion as SgF have oversight.

on the other hand, the 
acting chairman of the Eco-
nomic and Financial crimes 
commission, ibrahim Magu’s 
nomination was rejected by 
the Senate, on grounds of a 
security report. Magu, who 
has seemingly promulgated 
the President’s anti-graft 
war agenda, is on the spot 
himself for alleged infrac-
tions.

at first, we started to 
believe that it was some sort 
of vendetta by the lawmak-
ers, especially since some 
of them already had cases 
instigated by Magu himself. 
on a second look, the picture 
of in-fighting in the Presi-
dent’s kitchen cabinet seem 
to blend in, as some staff in 
aso rock believe that Magu 
was haunted by a different 
cabal in the in the President’s 
kitchen.

i will not want to give 
you just any kind of story 
now, but a very top official 
who should know, asked 
me to hold my braces that 
the matter was beginning to 
take a new twist. Meaning, 
in the next couple of weeks 
the story will take a new 
dimension, what it will be, i 
cannot say.

bD has been tensed, let 
me say shaky. he had been 
approached by journalists at 
the State house penultimate 
weekend to hear his side of 
the story but he reneged. 
after the Presidency re-
leased a statement on Sun-
day, supporters of the SgF 
swung into action. i learnt 
that his loyalists called for a 
press conference though it 
was later cancelled, to brief 
newsmen obviously to tell 
them that bD is innocent.

Meanwhile, on Magu, 
Senate leader ali ndume 
brazenly told journalists that 
Magu had not been rejected, 
contradicting the statement 
released by the Senate. it 
will not be entirely out of 
place that ndume is probably 
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Interview

Dr. Matshidiso Moeti

Y
ou held your second annual 
meeting with Africa’s minis-
ters of health recently. Are 
you happy with its outcome?

Yes, it was a very produc-
tive meeting. The ministers adopted 
key strategies and frameworks covering 
the broader areas of health security; 
health systems; women’s, children’s and 
adolescent health; ageing; communicable 
and noncommunicable diseases; financ-
ing; and the governance of WHO. They 
agreed to work towards political com-
mitment and to mobilize more resources 
for health, as well as strengthen collabo-
ration towards the sustainable develop-
ment agenda.

 
Is there any feedback from this meet-

ing that will change your strategy going 
forward?

I am inspired by the renewed enthu-
siasm to improve health care in Africa. I 
am confident that, with all hands on deck, 
we can improve it.

 
Please share with us your experience 

in your first year and what you hope to 
accomplish during your five-year term.

During the first year, my initial pri-
ority was to bring the Ebola virus out-
break in West Africa to an end, which 
was achieved in December 2015, and to 
strengthen the region’s preparedness and

capacity for timely response to out-
breaks and emergencies. We also began 
to restructure WHO in Africa to ef-
fectively address the priorities of the 
continent. During my five-year term, I 
plan to achieve five priorities: improving 
health security, strengthening national 
health systems, sustaining focus on the 
health-related Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs), addressing the social deter-
minants of health, and transforming the 
WHO secretariat in Africa into a respon-
sive and results-driven organization.

 
You were appointed when the Ebola 

virus was ravaging Guinea, Liberia and 
Sierra Leone. What helped defeat the 
virus?

A number of factors were critical in 
getting to zero cases of Ebola, including 
high-level engagement with affected 
countries, donors, technical agencies 
and communities. I visited the three 
affected countries to engage with their 
presidents, national authorities, partners 
and the community to ensure that all re-
quired actions to stop the outbreak were 
implemented. Secondly, we mobilized 
financial resources required to support 
field operations. Thirdly, we deployed 
more than 3,800 experts from different 
fields, who played a critical role in imple-
menting all the interventions in the field, 
such as tracing of contacts, treatment of 
patients, detection of the virus using mo-
bile laboratories, and sharing of data and 
information with the global community 
on the status of the epidemic.

 
How could these countries be better 

prepared against future epidemics, like 
Zika, for instance?

It is critical for countries to enhance 
their capacity and capabilities to prepare 
for and respond to any public health 
event that may threaten public health 
security by implementing the Interna-
tional Health Regulations. These are a 
set of rules adopted by all countries to 
strengthen their core capacities, pro-
vide adequate funding and collaborate 

We can improve health systems in Africa — Moeti

with partners. They are also designed 
to enhance cross-border cooperation on 
preparedness and to respond to threats 
arising from epidemic- and pandemic-
prone diseases. The participation of civil 
society and the private sector is also very 
crucial.

 
What practical steps can African 

countries take to improve their national 
health systems?                            

Countries should strengthen the lead-
ership and governance of health sectors 
to gain the confidence of all stakeholders. 
Governments should be more innovative 
in raising revenues from domestic sources 
and ensuring that all of their populations 
have access to essential health services. 
They should also improve the quality of 
health services and the safety of patient 
and health workers, and build partner-
ships with civil society and other part-
ners in order to expand access. Investing 
in district and community health systems 
should be a priority that can contribute 
towards universal health coverage and 
the achievement of the SDGs.

 
SDG 3 calls for the promotion of 

healthy living and the well-being of 
all. What role should governments and 
partners such as WHO play to support 
Africa in achieving set targets?

The SDGs will require a new integrated 
and holistic approach from governments. 
While SDG 3 is the health-focused goal, 
intersectoral synergy and complementar-
ity are essential for the health sector to 
meet its goal. Governments require new 
platforms to coordinate the social sector 
and health needs, including protecting 
the most vulnerable in their societies. 
Our role, as WHO and other partners, is 
to assist in building the capacity of the 
health sector so that technicians and 
decision makers can fulfill these needs.

 
What role will WHO play in mobiliz-

ing resources for poor countries that can-

not afford huge budgetary allocations to 
the health sector?

We play a strong advocacy role in en-
couraging partners and donor countries 
to offer financial and other support to 
the most challenged countries. However, 
we must acknowledge that there is donor 
fatigue globally arising from conflicts, 
migration and humanitarian crises as 
they demand more resources from the 
international community. We need to 
mobilize more resources from within 
our region so we can gradually reduce 
reliance on external donations. African 
countries may also need to look at in-
novative ways of mobilizing resources 
through targeted tax regimes (such as 
has been done elsewhere with airfares 
and “sin” taxes). WHO will offer techni-
cal guidance and expertise to build the 
capacity to mobilize and use resources 
more effectively while also ensuring 
transparency and accountability.

 
WHO has over the years proposed 

developing community-based mental 
health services worldwide. Do you have 
any update for Africa?

In the African region, there are sev-
eral countries where community-based 
mental health services (CBMH) are be-
ing developed or strengthened. These 
usually incorporate a recovery-based 
approach which emphasises assisting 
individuals with mental disorders and 
psychosocial disabilities,  vulnerable 
people and survivors of violence. The 
majority of community-based services in 
the region are run by NGOs and religious 
groups, with family and caregiver sup-
port. In some countries, the government 
co-contributes or takes full responsibil-
ity. Countries which have embraced the 
CBMH approach include Benin, Burkina 
Fas o,  DRC, Kenya,  Ghana,  Namibia, 
Rwanda, Senegal, South Africa, Togo, 
Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe.

 
HIV/AIDS and malaria continue to be 

key health issues in Africa, which has 11 
percent of the world’s population but is 
home to 60 percent of the people with 
HIV/AIDS. In the coming years, what 
would progress look like?

We have made significant progress by 
reducing deaths due to malaria by 66 per-
cent in the last 15 years, while deaths due 
to HIV/AIDS have declined by almost half 
in the last 10 years. This has been largely 
due to the greater political commitment, 
stronger global partnership, increased 
financing, increased coverage with ef-
fective interventions and the meaningful 
engagement of AIDS patients.

 
And going forward?
The next five years will be crucial and 

we have to work hard if we are to achieve 
the targets of having 90 percent of people 
living with HIV knowing their HIV sta-
tus, 90 percent of people diagnosed with 
HIV receiving antiretroviral therapy, and 
90 percent of people who are on treat-
ment achieving viral load suppression.

 
Of the 20 countries with the highest 

maternal mortality rates worldwide, 19 
are in Africa, which also has the highest 
neonatal death rate in the world. Where 
is Africa getting it wrong?

Efforts are underway to tackle the 
high maternal and neonatal deaths in 
Africa. Eleven out of those 19 countries 
with highest maternal deaths were facing 
humanitarian, conflict or post-conflict 
situations that may have caused the 
breakdown of health systems, resulting 
in a dramatic rise in deaths due to com-
plications that would be easily treatable. 
But some progress was made.

 
Can you share with us the areas 

where progress was made?
By the end of 2015, maternal mortal-

ity fell by 45 percent in the region. WHO 
specifically supported the development 
of road maps for reducing maternal and 
newborn deaths in Africa, and newborn 
deaths dropped by 38 percent. WHO sup-
ported over 36 countries to build capacity 
for newborn care both in facilities and 
the community. And this work continues. 
I must mention also that HIV-related ma-
ternal deaths fell from 10 percent in 2005 
to 2 percent by the end of 2015.

 
Many believe a number of Africa’s 

health workers have emigrated to the 
West. With such a brain drain, how 
can Africa ensure adequate human re-
sources for the sector?

We continue to encourage countries 
to expand private-sector training of 
health workers. We encourage adequate 
and timely payment of health work-
ers, along with providing incentives to 
retain health workers in remote areas. 
Countries should also take into account 
the WHO Global Code of Practice on the 
International Recruitment of Health 
Personnel. The code encourages destina-
tion countries to collaborate with source 
countries in supporting the training of 
more health care workers. We also urge 
countries to discourage active recruit-
ment of health personnel from develop-
ing countries facing critical shortages. 
However, the working environment and 
living conditions ultimately influence 
performance and motivation of the exist-
ing health workers, and we urge govern-
ments to address these.

 
Culled from Africa Renewal.

Dr. Matshidiso Moeti from Botswana is the first woman to head the World Health Organization (WHO)’s Regional Office for Africa. 
The new regional director has over 36 years of experience in public health. Her goal is to make the organization more responsive, 
effective and results-oriented. She plans to accelerate progress towards global development goals while tackling emerging threats. 
Below are excerpts of her interview with Tefo Pheage for Africa Renewal.
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Beer war at Christmas: NB plc, Guinness, 
Intafact, stage beer carnivals in Aba

F
ollowing suc-
cesses record-
ed in the past 
e d i t i o n s  o f 
the Nigerian 

Breweries (NB) plc Star 
Christmas Carnival, in 
Aba, Abia State, Guin-
ness Nigeria plc and 
Intafact Beverages plc, 
two other major brew-
ing firms in the country, 
have joined the fray.

While NB plc is host-
ing consumers at the 
Fire Service field, on 
Constitution Crescent, 
its traditional ground, 
Guinness plc and Inta-
fact are hosting con-
sumers at CS Park on 
G e orges  Road and 
Ochendo Ultra modern 
Park, along Aba-Owerri 
Road, respectively.

Consequently, the 
commercial city is host-
ing three beer carnivals, 
simultaneously.

Although Intafact, 
brewers of Hero and 
Grand lager, among 
other brands, has been 
involved in promotion-
al activities, using its 
four distribution loca-
tions in Aba, however, 
this is the first time, the 
firm would be merg-
ing the four distribu-
tion locations into one 
promotional activity, 
says Princewill Segun 
Bakere, a staff in the 
promotional depart-
ment of Guinness.

event, which has turned 
out to be a huge success.” 
The Star Christmas Car-
nival holds simultane-
ously in Port Harcourt, 
Uyo, Calabar, Owerri 
and Enugu. Aba Star 
Christmas Carnival was 
introduced in Decem-
ber, 2008.

According to him, 
“the patronage has been 
fantastic; it beats other 
beer carnivals in Aba. 
All our brands are qual-
ity brands and we are 
offering all to consum-
ers.”

A staff of Guinness, 
who prefers anonymity, 
explained that the Beer 
Festival was geared to-
wards giving back to 
their consumers.

The NB plc, fore-
most brewing firm in 
the country, made Aba 
Star Carnival, an an-
nual event in 2013.

The carnival, which 
runs through Decem-
ber 9 to 26 has re-en-
acted the long lost night 
life in Aba. Aba like 
many other States in 
Nigeria has no night life, 
as residents scamper 
home early after the 
days job to avoid attack 
by hoodlums.

 However, the suc-
cess recorded in the past 
editions of the event, 
has been attributed to 
the prevailing security 
situation in the area.

Consequently, the 
event brings back fun 
memories to so many 
patrons, who converge 
on the Fire Service field 
on Constitution Cres-
cent, daily to be part of 
the fanfare.

In the words of Ben 
Ume, regional business 
manager, NB plc, Aba 
Business Unit, “What 
Star is doing with the 
carnival is to give back 

cause of where we are 
coming from, we de-
cided to provide a con-
vivial atmosphere for 
Aba people to socialise 
and have fun.

“We decided to pro-
vide a good environ-
ment where they could 
relax and be entertained 

with their families and 
friends and enjoy night 
life with Star and other 
products from the stable 
of NB plc. He continued, 
“People have been bot-
tled-up for a long time 
in the city and we decid-
ed to take the bull by the 
horn by organising the 

Saba, accomplished HR consultant, bags 
award in family business consulting

A
bdullahi Jubril 
S ab a ,  a c c o m -
plished Human 
Resources Con-

sultant and currently Prac-
tice Lead with Afrissance, 
a Lagos-based organisa-
tional development firm, 
has been awarded the 
Global Education Network 
(GEN) Certificate in Family 
Business Advising (CFBA) 
by the Family Firm Insti-
tute (FFI).

The Global Education 
Network (GEN) Certifi-
cate in Family Business 
Advising (CFBA) by the 
Family Firm Institute (FFI) 
is a certificate presented 
to individuals who have 
achieved comprehensive 
professional knowledge 

and gained significant ex-
pertise valuable to family 
business and family wealth 
clients.

According to the FFI, the 
Certificate in Family Busi-
ness Advising is designed 
to increase awareness and 
exposure to concepts, skills 
and knowledge necessary 
to optimise effectiveness 
as family business advisors 
and consultants.

While commending 
Saba and other recipients, 
President of the Family 
Firm Institute, Judy Green, 
said: “Through comple-
tion of the certificate pro-
gramme, Abdullahi Jubril 
Saba has gained a deeper 
understanding of the needs 
of family-owned enter-

GODFREY OFURUMAbA

to the society, from 
what we’ve gained.

Aba is our host com-
munity and Star is our 
nation’s number one 
beer and Star has been 
with Aba since incep-
tion and the people of 
Aba have shown sup-
port for Star and be-

been thrust into a high-
pressured leadership role at 
an early stage of his career, 
he honed his leadership 

development skills at HR 
director level and acquired 
an uncommon understand-
ing of business operations 
in the telecoms sector.

He is regarded as a very 
credible, business savvy 
HR Leader that can be re-
lied upon to make optimal 
people decisions for the 
business. Based on this 
experience, Jubril joined 
Afrissance, an organisa-
tional development firm as 
a Practice Lead for the Lead-
ership Development and 
Coaching practice where 
he is able to offer his experi-
ence, knowledge and skills 
in building leaders that 
will fuel the growth of the 
continent in the immediate 
future.

 

prises and the many roles 
family business and non-
family members play.”

Saba is a proven leader 

who reached HR director 
level in a leading telecom-
munications company with 
global operations. Having 
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L-R: Lanre Kolade, managing director, Vodacom Business Nigeria; Barbara Pepoli, General Manager, Saint Peter and Paul crèche, 
Nursery and Primary School, Ikate Elegushi Lagos; Oluseyi Olanrewaju, Finance Director, Vodacom Business Nigeria, parent of a 
child in the school, Blessing Okwuokenyen; during the handover ceremony of a fully equipped library donated by Vodacom Business 
Nigeria to Saint Peter and Paul crèche, Nursery and Primary School, Ikate Elegushi in Lagos.
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How is the NHF Loan repaid?
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T
he National Housing Fund 
housing loans are repaid 
on a month by month in-
stallation basis from the 

monthly income of the beneficiary. 
This is a very convenient formula 
for those that are on monthly 
payroll. For the business people, its 
also advisable to develop a savings 

O
n e  a r e a  w h e r e 
t h e  P r e s i d e n t 
Muhammadu Buhari-
led administration 
should reverse the 

ugly trend of institutional neglect 
and decay is that of the country’s 
research institutes. With Nigeria’s 
Vision 20-2020 in the doldrums, it 
is pertinent to point out that for it 
to succeed, far-reaching scientific 
researches must be taken more 
seriously. To do that our research 
institutes, most of which are under 
the Federal Ministry of Science 
and Technology have to be well-
funded with prompt release of 
needed grants to provide the 
enabling infrastructure and breed 
a crop of competent manpower 
as the engine room  to drive the 
much-touted vision. 

Of equal significance is the 
need for them to form a workable 
synergy with the organised 
manufacturing sector through the 
Ministry of Trade and Commerce to 
mass produce their findings. That 
done; there would be a multiplier 

effect and value chain on job 
creation, availability of qualitative 
and yet affordable products to the 
end users. Unfortunately, most of 
our research findings and products 
are today stalled at the pilot stage.

Unlike Malaysia, whose model 
of Vision 20-2020 we adopted, 
most of our research institutes 
are  bedeviled with a plethora 
of institutional problems that 
could undermine the nation’s 
march to the global space of 
reckoning in the field of science 
and technology. These include the 
persisting decrepit infrastructure, 
inadequate funding, absence of 
a holistic data to capture at a 
glance most of such findings, the 
stage at which they are and their 
commercial viability. The same 
ugly scenario has played itself 
out in most faculties of science 
and technology or the universities 
of agriculture spread across the 
country. We cannot afford to tread 
this path of government’s criminal 
neglect of a sector vital to the 
economic growth of the country, 
much in need of diversifying its 
revenue base from the mono-
product of oil.

T h at  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g , 
remarkable achievements have 
been recorded  by some of the 
nation’s research institutes, no 
thanks to the indomitable and 
irrepressible spirit of the average 
Nigerian in the face of daunting 
odds. One of the most inspiring 
examples is the Federal Institute 
of Industrial Research, Oshodi 
(FIIRO). It came into being as an idea 
of an economic mission to Nigeria 
back in 1953 by the World Bank. 
The mission’s observation was 
that industrial research activities 
in the country were diffused and 
uncoordinated, lacking a definite 
direction, more like a rudderless 
ship in a storm-tossed sea.

The broad mandate is to assist in 
accelerating the industrialisation 
of the nation’s economy through 
funding utilisation for the 
country’s vast but largely wasting 
raw materials, and upgrading of 
indigenous production techniques. 
I t s  d e p a r t m e n t s  i n c l u d e 
Administration, Finance and 
Supplies, Biotechnology, Chemical, 
Fibre  and Env ironmental 
Technology. Others include 
Food and Analytical Services, 
Planning, Technology Transfer 
and Information Management as 
well as the Project Development 
and Design.

In spite of  the obvious 
constraints, the fecund minds 
at FIIRO have over the years 
innovated and invented products 
in the areas of food, drinks, 
industrial raw materials, essential 
oils, cosmetic and soap production, 
in addition to services in the fields 
of engineering, textiles testing, 
Consultancy and Counselling. 
These include the popular 
mechanised cassava processing 
into fufu, lafun, starch, garri and 
soy-garri. Others in the food sector 
are the production of soy dadawa 
from soybean, banana and 
plantain flours and the 10 percent 
cassava-wheat composite bread 
and confectionery production.

Amongst the drinks are the 
bottling and preservation of 
palm wine to extend the shelf 
life, something many thought 
impossible. There is the distillation 
of potable alcohol, preservation 
of Zobrodo drink and that of 
Kunuzaki. In a similar vein the 
industrial raw materials include 
sorghum malt production, textile 
starch from cassava, gums from 
Gum Arabic, alcohol from cassava 
peels, animal feed from cassava, 
fibre board from wood and non-

wood particles, pottery and 
ceramics production and Plaster 
of Paris (POP).

Similarly, flavouring and 
perfumery extracts from plants, 
body, hair pomade, laundry 
and toilet soaps and traditional 
black soap are not left out. In 
the engineering department 
are the design and fabrication 
of equipment and machinery, 
machining of spare parts, glass 
blowing and electroplating of 
metals.

Yet, despite this exemplary 
display of the creative ingenuity 
of these selfless Nigerians fellow 
citizens still continue to massively 
import at exorbitant costs products 
we can conveniently produce 
locally at minimum strain to their 
pockets.

The story is no less cheering 
at the Cocoa Research Institute 
of Nigeria (CRIN),  Ibadan. 
Established as far back as 
1964 and despite decades of 
government’s utter neglect great 
scientists there have defied the 
mind-bending circumstances 
to record meaningful, ground-
breaking cocoa-based products. 
At its inception its mandate was 
on cocoa alone, with regards to 
breeding, agronomy, pathology, 
pest and disease control. But it 
has since expanded its research 
frontiers to include cash crops such 
as kola nut, coffee, cashew and tea.

Ordinarily, a citadel of great 
knowledge such as CRIN should be 
well0-funded.But it is not. What 
with a library left in dusty decay 
for decades, epileptic power supply 
and of course research grants that 
are few and far between. That 
notwithstanding, reports have it 
that some of their highly dedicated 
staff have had to use their personal 
funds to update their knowledge 

in and outside the country. 
For instance, it is noteworthy 
that CRIN has through it s self-
created END-USE-RESEARCH 
DEPARTMENT embarked on the 
marketing of its valuable products. 
This unit has the responsibility of 
developing various products from 
five afore-mentioned mandate 
crops.

There are over 20 products 
of CRIN now being pushed in 
an aggressive marketing drive 
to the end-users by themselves 
instead of handing them over to 
the National Extension Service. 
Amongst the brands are wine, soy-
choco, poultry feeds and cocoa 
beverages. Indeed, soy-coco, one of 
its most nutritious products made 
from soybean milk and cocoa 
come in different flavours of milk, 
kola, coffee or cashew.

The unique attribute of soy-
choco is that the flavours are 
produced manually and sold in 
small units, at affordable prices 
locally. Another area of scientific 
breakthrough is that of wine 
processing. CRIN has so far 
developed tea wine, kola wine and 
cashew wine all of which have 
appealing flavours and taste. The 
brains behind the product were 
so confident of what they have on 
their hands that they wasted no 
time in requesting for NAFDAC 
Registration. They also contacted 
foreign experts to bring machines 
to ease processing.

In addition, CRIN scientists 
developed choco-garri some six 
years ago, meant to add nutritive 
value to the carbohydrate-rich 
staple food which is one of 
Nigeria’s favourites. This can be 
taken cold and not prepared with 
hot water like garri.

model ahead of time that will en-
able them have an amount that can 
conveniently service the loan on a 
month to month basis.

Can a contributor obtain NHF 
loan, if a mortgage loan originator 
is not in state the contributor lives?

A Contributor who intends to 
Apply for the NHF loan from his 
state of resident that does not have 
a Mortgage loan originator can 
liaise with a mortgage loan origina-
tor; a Private Mortgage Institution 
in a neighboring state or anywhere 
else in Nigeria to process a loan 
application. Also, some Primary 
Mortgage Institutions s are subsid-
iaries of banks, these banks may 
operate a Contact Offices for their 
PMIs in their branches thereby 
bringing such services closer to the 
people. In all, distance is not a barer 
in accessing the National Housing 
Funds loan.

Where can a Contributor build 
or buy his house?

An NHF loan benefactor can 
buy or build his house with the 
National Housing Fund loan any 
anywhere as long as it is within 

the Federal Republic of Nigeria. The 
applicant must provide acceptable 
title documents to the land or house 
to which such loan is used.

As low income earners, how is 
the collateral for a loan procured?

Unlike other loans from Com-
mercial banks or other specialized 
banks where collateral are a huge 
headache; the only collateral for 
the National Housing Fund loan is 
the property in acquired with the 
loan. No other collateral is needed 
to access the National Housing 
Fund loan.

Can a benefactor of The Na-
tional Housing Fund loan access 
more than once?

The National Housing Fund 
Loan is accessed once by an ap-
plicant. This is strategically so to 
enable the shame go round every 
desirous contributor.

Must a benefactor of the NHF 
Loan buy from government owned 
estates or can build in his choice 
place?

The choice is entirely that of 
the Applicant. He can apply as an 
individual for National Housing 

Fund loan to develop a land or buy 
directly from government estate 
or private estate developer of his 
choice.

The maximum amount that can 
be obtained from the NHF

The National Housing Fund loan 
has a sealing of fifteen million naira 
maximum. The longest duration 
for repayment is thirty (30) years. 
The factors to be considered for 
the amount to be accessed and the 
highest repayment duration are: 
affordability, age and working age.

The National Housing Fund 
Loan Interest Loan annually

The percentage paid on the 
interest annually is six percent. 
This is the lowest in any financial 
sector. It is done to make the scheme 
affordable to almost all strata of 
the society mostly the low income 
earners.

Does the National Housing 
Fund loan cover land purchase?

Clearly, the National Housing 
Fund Loan does not cover land pur-
chase. A prospective applicant that 
desire to obtain the loan to build a 
house is must as matters of require-
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ment have a piece of land. Such a 
land is expected to have acceptable 
title before he can approach a PMI 
for the NHF loan.

In the next edition, I will x-ray 
the National Housing Fund scheme 
and the informal sector. The NHF 
loan is for every one that passes 
the affordability test and not for the 
formal sector workers alone. This 
will set the pace for us to put the 
NHF Scheme in perspective, and 
then, address ourselves to the posi-
tion and the relevance of this once 
laudable scheme to mitigating the 
perennial Housing deficit in Nigeria 
in today’s recessed economy.
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Continuing from where 
we stopped 

- the following are 
guides and principles to 
developing a workable 
business plan. It’s some 
hard work but it’s well 
worth it. It defines and 
guides the business to an 
assured destination, with 
attendant capacities of at-
tracting funding, talents, 
technology and supplies. . 

Process Management: 
This explains who we are 
and why we exist. Where 
are we going and why? 
What information do we 
need to make our strategic 
decisions? What are the 
strategic topics, issues we 
need to address through 
this process? What is al-
ready determined that we 
need to build off?

Data Needed: Current 
plan and financials, execu-
tive and staff ideas about 
possible mission, vision and 
values, Board’s vision (if 
applicable), external plans 
that you need to align with, 
Outcomes/Deliverables.

 Draft mission, vision, 
values statements

List of strategic issues 
that need to be addressed 
during the planning pro-
cess.

Action grid - Action, 
who is involved, tools & 
techniques.

Estimated duration (A 
plan without a date is not 
a goal) -

Determine your pri-
mary business, 

Business model and or-
ganisational purpose (mis-

sion), planning team (All 
staff if doing a survey).

 Executive interviews
Qualitative strategic sur-

vey of selected staff or all 
staff (gather data, review 
and hold a mini-retreat 
with Planning Team);

Identify your corporate 
values

Planning Team (All staff 
if doing a survey)  

Agree on the strategic 
issues you need to address 
in the planning process

Create an image of what 
success would look like in 
3-5 years (vision).

Mission Statement:
Mission statement – this 

part of your strategy de-
velopment is your core 
purpose, the underlying 
“why” you are climbing 
the mountain, why you 
are in business. A mission 
statement is a declaration of 
your organisation’s purpose 
and spotlights the business 
you are presently in and 
the customer/constituent 
needs you are presently 
endeavoring to meet. To 
build a solid foundation 
for a successful organisa-
tion, it is essential to have a 
written, clear, concise and 
consistent mission state-
ment that simply explains 
who you are and why you 
exist. Keep it short – Peter 
Drucker would say “Your 
mission should fit on a t-
shirt.”

Your mission statement 
should serve as a guide for 
day-to-day operations and 
as the foundation for fu-
ture decision-making. Keep 

Business writing for entrepreneurs (3)
these guidelines in mind 
when writing or evaluat-
ing yours:

 Focuses on satisfying 
customer/c onstituent 
needs: A mission state-
ment should focus the 
organisation on satisfy-
ing customer/constituent 
needs rather than on a 
program or service. It tells 
“who” your customer/con-
stituents are, “what” needs 
your organisation wishes 
to satisfy and “how” these 
needs are satisfied. Based 
on your core competen-
cies: Your organisation 
should base its mission on 
a competitively superior 
internal strength, unique 
capability or resource that 
the organisation performs 
well in comparison to simi-
lar organisations. It should 
motivate and inspire stake-
holder commitment: 

Your mission statement 
should be motivating. 
Your stakeholders need 
to feel that their work 
is significant and that it 
contributes to people’s 
lives. Your mission state-
ment should be realistic. 
You should avoid mak-
ing the mission too nar-
row or too broad. Specific, 
short, sharply focused and 
memorable: It should be a 
precise statement of pur-
pose that describes the 
essence of the organisation 
in words, that your con-
stituents and stakeholders 
can remember you by. It 
should “fit on a T-shirt.”

For example - “To serve 
the most vulnerable.” = (In-

Okey Onyema
Grace Dominion 
Outreach, Lagos.
No: 08130100850
oke y.onyema@yahoo.
co.uk

ExcEllEnt 
lIfEB

efore a house is 
built, an Architect 
must first concep-
tualise the type 

of house to be built in 
his mind. Thereafter, the 
Architect will develop 
whatever idea or thought 
he had in his imagination 
into a drawing or design 
together with the struc-
tural analysis of the house 
to be built. This is what 
Architects refer to as the 
master plan of a house. 
Once this is done, the mas-
ter plan becomes the ref-
erence point for building 
the house from start to 
finish. Every activity on 
building construction is 

geared towards bringing 
the concept the Architect 
designed on paper into a 
physical reality.

This scenario is akin to 
our lives. Before you were 
born, God thought of the 
kind of person He wants 
you to be; the kind of life 
He wants you to live, and 
thereafter conceptual-
ised you in His creative 
imagination to fit into His 
purpose on earth. God is 
the Architect-planner 
or designer of your life. 
You are a product of His 
creative intelligence. He 
has the master plan for 
your life.  Your mo del 
or prototype existed in 
His imagination before 
you were conceived in 
your mother’s womb and 
He wants you to part-
ner with Him to replicate 
what He thought of you 
before you were born.Just 
as a client hands over the 
master plan of his house 
to a building construction 
Engineer to build, so God 
reveals to us His master 
plan for our lives to build. 
Likewise, God supervises 
and corrects us where 
and when necessary to 
ensure that we are build-
ing our lives according to 
His master plan for us; like 
an Architect would do to 
a building construction 
engineer. Building a great 
life therefore, is partner-
ing with God to construct 
your life to fit into His 
master plan.

It is Go d’s desire to 
communicate what His 
plans and purposes are to 
you if you care to know. 
He reveals His master 
plan to those who desire 
to seek His face for it. It is 
part of your redemption 

package to know what 
His thoughts were con-
cerning you before you 
were conceived in your 
mother’s womb. You can-
not afford to build your 
life on a wrong plan or 
live on trial and error. 
You wil l  wobble  and 
fumble until you bow 
out ingloriously from this 
earth. If you are ignorant 
of the divine master plan 
for your life, you run the 
risk of being frustrated 
or unfulfilled, like most 
p e ople in our pres ent 
world.

You are born for maxi-
mum living, not for mini-
mum; born for fame, not 
for shame; born for fulfil-
ment, not for failure; born 
to be celebrated, not to be 
tolerated; you are destined 
to be great. The pathway to 
discovering God’s master 
plan for your life is by ac-
cepting Jesus as your Lord 
and saviour. He has the 
details of the great life God 
planned for you even be-
fore you were conceived in 
your mother’s womb.The 
next step to discovering 
the mystery behind your 
existence on earth after 
giving your life to Christ is 
to earnestly seek the face 
of God, for this is what will 
bring honour to your life. 
“It is the glory of God to 
conceal a matter, but the 
glory of kings is to search 
out a matter” (Proverbs 
25:2). If you have not really 
searched out the matter 
concerning your life, the 
onus is on you to give your 
life to Christ and seek the 
face the face of God. The 
truth you know about 
yourself is the throne 
upon which you will sit 
and reign in life.

Building a 
great life

Nwaodu Lawrence 
Chukwuemeka
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ternational Red Cross)
Clear and easily under-

stood: Develop and write 
your mission statement on 
a “party level” (i.e. simple 
and clearly) so that you 
can quickly and briefly tell 
people you meet at a party 
or on airplanes why your 
organisation exists. At the 
same time it needs to give 
your team a profoundly 
simple focus for everything 
it does as an organisation.

Now after Vision and 
Strategy, of course after the 
executive summary, would 
come -

We would continue 
with this article next week 
as we discuss further, how-
ever you can contact me for 
busness advisory services 
and training - send me a 
message via WhatsApp 
or SMS..

Marketplace: Personal memoir

T
he year was like 
no other. I could 
not understand 
the reason for the 
opp osition.  All 

hell seemed to have broken 
loose. The attack was vi-
cious, deliberate and non 
stop. There was no indica-
tion of a letting off. As a 
veteran in the art of spiritual 
warfare I was not ready to 
give in and so I pressed in 
further. But you can tell that 
the battle was taking its toll 
on me, with negative signs 

and wonders that my physi-
cal senses are bombarded 
with day and night.

The previous year was 
somewhat tough and daunt-
ing but God as usual carried 
us through on the wings 
of His words. The victory 
was smooth, beautiful and 
resounding. With the mo-
mentum of the Victory re-
corded last year we attacked 
the new year with so much 
enthusiasm and vigour. Too 
sure of what to expect but to 
our utter amazement it was 
as though nothing was going 
to happen. In the physical the 
word bland became appro-
priate, but I knew better than 
to give up. I have reached this 
point many times in my Life 
where it seems as though 
nothing was happening, 
but eventually the WORD 
prevailed as usual. From this 
point you get to know the 
difference between a man 

Debo Atiba
www.spiritonomics.org

and a boy, between the suc-
cessful people and failures. 
There was no doubt in my 
mind, I was not going to 
throw in the towel. I would 
rather go down standing on 
the WORD of God than quit 
and beat a retreat. This is the 
attitude we are expected to 
have if we are to succeed in 
this wild world of evil and 
constant resistance. Truth 
makes you to be undaunted 
and determined, lies exhibit 
the same character to stop 
us and cause us to loose in 
life. But until the truth of 
the WORD of God has gained 
ascendancy in our hearts and 
we are fully persuaded, we 
can never partake of what is 
rightly ours. Our adversary, 
the devil is very skilled in the 
art of holding out, resisting, 
detracting and distracting, 
but we must never give up!  
What we have going for us 
is much more than what 

they have going for them. 
We press in and be violent as 
we have been admonished( ... 
right from the time of John 
the Baptist the kingdom of 
God suffers violence, and 
only the violent take it by 
force). 

With this understanding 
we should never be confused 
again why we don’t get an-
swers to prayers, this is the 
only way designed by God 
to work miracles in life and 
in the marketplace. We must 
fight, we must persevere, we 
must press in. We are not 
fighting as though we are 
blind, the reason for our fight 
is clear to us because What 
we are fighting for, belongs 
to us. So brethren we take up 
our gauntlets and do justice 
to our adversary. Stop being 
an onlooker be assured that 
God has your back and you 
can only come out victorious.

Remain blessed.

SpIrItonoMIcS



BrandsOnSunday
SPOTLIGHTING BRAND VALUE

A
ustin ‘Jay Jay’ Oko-
cha, an ace Interna-
tional and former 
Super Eagles player 

has taken a critical look at 
some football leagues and rat-
ed German Bundesliga high in 
terms of tactical, technical ap-
proaches and discipline.

Jay Jay who played in 
Bundesliga, Turkey, EPL and 
Franc leagues specifically said 
that EPL and Bundesliga are 
both competitive but for him 
Bundesliga is more competi-
tive.

“ In terms of technique, 
German teams are highly 
rated, but  the recent entry 
of foreign coaches in EPL has 
improved it”, he said at his 
engagement by StarTimes to 
promote Bundesliga in Nige-
ria and the commencement of 
StarTimes -organised  Bundes-
liga Legends Tour.

He was also rated Bundesliga 
high in terms of average atten-
dance by fans to match which 
is calculated at about 42,000 

Okocha rates Bundesliga high on tactics 
per match and high number of 
goals scored per week.

Okocha further stated that 
Bundesliga has the best youth 
development program stating 
that the Youth Development 
Program can be pointed out as 
one of the reasons for the suc-
cessful development of Ger-
man football in recent years.

Also speaking at the eventg, 
StarTimes Marketing Direc-
tor,  Dare Kafar explained 
that  ‘The Bundesliga Leg-
ends Tour is a continuation of 
the journey that was started 
more than twelve months ago 
when StarTimes signed the 
exclusive broadcast right of 
the Bundesliga for five years 
in Nigeria.’

He further reiterated that, 
StarTimes is also using this 
platform to allow subscrib-
ers and fans to interact with 
their Bundesliga legends. Jay 
JayOkocha while in Lagos 
and Accra will share his ex-
perience on the Bundesliga 
during live studio shows and 

L
G Electronics’ por-
table Audio system 
tagged FH2 has made 
its entry into the Ni-
gerian Market. With 

the LG FH2 nicknamed ‘Waka 
Waka Audio System’, the com-
pany said in a statement that 
consumers’ can now party all 
day long anytime, anywhere.

 It said this newest innova-
tion permits users to wheel 
the product freely in and out 
of any party just as a regularly 
mini-travel suitcase. “The LG 
FH2 Audio which comes with 
an In-built battery pack pos-
sesses an extended play time 
of 15 hours without AC Power, 
guaranteeing longer hours of 
musical ecstasy, while catch-
ing your groovy moments 
with family and friends”.

Another striking feature, 
the company said is its Multi-
Point Bluetooth which allows 
consumers to connect up to 
3 devices at the same time, 
without necessarily obstruct-
ing the flow of its function-
ality. This allows family and 
friends, bond properly when 
they simultaneously connect 
to share their favourite musi-
cal tracks on the go, without 

LG ‘Waka Waka’ Audio strolls 
into Nigerian dynamic  market

serve as co-commentator for 
Bundesliga matches. More-
over he will take part in vari-
ous activities like football clin-
ics and autograph sessions for 
African football fans. Another 
Bundesliga legend, Sunday 
Oliseh will visit Kenya, where 
he will appear as an analyst 
and guest with media part-
ners, holding training sessions 
with local football managers 
and meeting withfootball fans 
in Nairobi.’

Speaking on behalf of 
the Managing Director, DFL 
Sports Enterprises, Daubitz-
er, Tobias Ross stated that, 
‘Bundesliga is very proud to 
partner with StarTimes and 
Jay-Jay Okocha. He under-
lined that it is very important 
for us to take the Bundesliga 
experience out of Germany 
with activities such as the 
Legends Tour. We want to be 
close to our international sup-
porters and show them what 
makes the Bundesliga so spe-
cial.’

taking turns to connect to the 
sound system individually. 
“LG FH2 automatically comes 
on and livens up the atmo-
sphere once music is sent to it 
via the Bluetooth connectiv-
ity system creating an aural of 
excitement at once. Music can 
also be played using the USB 
port that comes with it”.

Commenting on the prod-
uct, General Manager, Conver-
gence Audio/Video Division, 
LG Electronics, Hyunseung 
Shin said in the statement that  
“Life is about more than hav-
ing the latest technology. It 
is about the experiences this 
technology creates. The LG 
FH2 sound system going by 
its innovative features would 
enable users embrace life, pre-
paring them for the greatest 
musical excitement ever. With 
the LG FH2, users can now ex-
perience high quality sound 
combined with portability.”

He said LG has innovatively 
introduced a seven step ap-
proach, which simply means 
users can now sing in any key 
of their choice, no matter the 
level of singing ability. With a 
push on the button users can 
change any song into a Ka-
raoke version making it pos-
sible to sing along with friends 
while dancing to beautiful mu-

sical vibes. This helps to create 
uniformity in lyrical melody 
among peers who are out there 
to have great time with the 
blaring musical sound from 
the FH2.

“Interestingly, LG FH2 
comes with an inbuilt FM 
radio with a well positioned 
antenna capable of picking 
up any frequency even in dif-
ficult terrain. Users now have 
the luxury of listening to their 
favourite radio station on the 
FH2 system. It comes fully 
packed with a microphone 
jack, which means it can also 
be used as a public address sys-
tem with utmost clarity. En-
cased in a Metallic Grill cover 
the LG FH2 system is designed 
with human-centric features 
which would make it natu-
rally attractive to users. It is in-
deed a must have for lovers of 
uninterrupted quality sound 
system”.

Hyunseung said for fun 
seekers who love to have out 
of home get together from time 
to time with their loved ones, 
they need not worry about 
the stress of setting up a sound 
system, as the LG FH2 is porta-
bly packaged without a power 
cord and yet produces unbe-
lievable sound effects that will 
blow your mind away.

Daniel OBi

Austin ‘Jay Jay’ Okocha
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T
he greatest pleasure 
in life is doing what 
people say you can-
not do. Tell me I can’t, 
and then watch me 

work twice as hard to prove 
you wrong. There were haters, 
doubters and then there was 
me, proving them wrong. The 
entire world was waiting for 
me to slip but I shocked them 
all, I stood firm and blossomed.

My name is Mercy Gabriel. 
I was raised in a home laced 
with penury but that’s not the 
story. This is the story of the 
victimization I went through 
just because I was born out of 
wedlock as if that was my fault. 
My mother had me when she 
was still in the secondary at 
the age of 15 and from all indi-
cations; many expected me to 
follow her footsteps.

While growing up, I thought 
my grandparents were my par-
ents; my aunties, my sisters and 
my uncles, my brothers but it 
took the constant ugly words 
emanating from the mouth of 
my peers and even full-blown 
adults to tell me that I was en-
tirely wrong.

“Bastard! Daughter of a way-
ward woman, don’t ever lay a 
finger on my child again else 
I’ll deal with you ruthlessly!” 
a neighbour cursed me for 
hitting her daughter who had 
done the hitting first.

For me then, that was only 
an impotent curse and as such 
there was nothing to worry 
about but as time went on, I 
began to see things differently. 
Don’t get me wrong, I wasn’t 
treated badly at home rather I 
was pampered in the midst of 
poverty.

Life took another twist for 
me when I learnt the true story 
about my life, how I came into 
being. One of my ‘sisters’ is my 
mother and my father does not 
want to have anything to do 
with either me or my mother 
so my grandparents decided 
abortion was the only option.

My mother still had one 
year to complete her second-
ary school education and this 
would not only affect her aca-
demics but also bring shame to 
the family. So, abortion it was 
but the doctor said it was risky 
because the pregnancy was 
almost four months old! The 
doctor told them this could en-
danger my mother’s life as well. 
That was how I got to live. You 
would say that was a mistake 
that could be forgiven but was 
it? I don’t think so.

I learnt my mother was and 
maybe still promiscuous be-
cause she was bitten more than 
thrice and she never for once 
learnt her lesson. After she had 
me at that tender age, took in 
again when I was barely two 
years old but again, the father 
rejected the baby because he 
claimed the child wasn’t his.

My mother had more abor-

tions before settling down with 
the last man she took in for. I 
learnt the man attended the 
same school with my mother’s 
elder sister and had always 
loved my aunt but my aunt 
was so engrossed in her aca-
demics and church activities 
and never looked his way. My 
mother was lovable and she 
made friends easily unlike her 
siblings but many said she was 
too loose and they all believed 
I would be just like her.

When the story of my being 
was unveiled to me, I decided 
to be different no matter what 
it would cost me. It started 
with me smiling little and set-
ting boundaries. I stayed posi-
tive, ambitious, brave, focused 
and strong. I turned a deaf ear 
to the negative things had to 
say about me and dwelt more 
on the positives, this jerked 
my confidence level upwards 
until it was almost touching 
the rooftop.

I knew I had to be twice as 
good as those that had what I 
never had to be able to com-
pete in the real world. So, I 
studied more and made sure I 
was always steps ahead of my 
peers but many thought this 
was only a waste of time and 
they all looked forward to me 
working around with protrud-
ing tummy just like mother 
but I was determined to prove 
them wrong.

School was tough, the chal-
lenges grew per minute and 
sincerely, there were times I 
felt like giving up or giving in 
but I remember I have a lot of 
people to prove wrong. They 
are those who wanted to see 
me fail.

My life change d for the 
better a day after my aunt’s 
traditional wedding. It was 
in the village and I had gone 
t o  b u y  s o m e  s o u p  c o n d i -
ments for my grandmother. 
On getting home, I met two 

young men sitting outside 
the house. Maybe they were 
our new in-law’s relatives or 
maybe my uncle’s friends I 
thought to myself. I greeted 
them and walke d straight 
inside the kitchen to prepare 
the soup.

As I was plucking the veg-
etables, my grandma walked 
i n s i d e  t h e  k i t c h e n  w i t h  a 
smile on her face. She hardly 
wore that particular smile 
and anytime she did, it meant 
there was something worth 
celebrating. I was curious to 
know what it  was but she 
was not going to tell rather 
she told me that I had visi-
tors.

I wasn’t expecting anyone 
and I didn’t have friends in 
the village so who could this 
strange friend be, I thought to 
myself as I washed my hands 
and followed grandma who 
gave me the ‘I’m-waiting-to-
escort-you look’. She led me 

They thought I would end up like my mum…I proved them wrong
outside where the men I had 
seen earlier were seated but 
now, grandpa was in their 
midst and they appeared to 
be having a nice discussion as 
grandpa kept laughing.

As soon as they saw grand-
ma and me, the dis cussion 
changed. Grandpa gave one of 
the men the floor to state his 
mission. The man began by 
telling us all how he had ac-
companied his friend of many 
years to my aunt’s traditional 
wedding the day before.

“I was thrilled at the thought 
of been treated to homemade 
palmwine and other local deli-
cacies I had missed in a long 
while because I’ve been out 
of the country for quite some 
time. Little did I know that I 
was going to find something 
more precious than that,” the 
young man who gave his name 
as Stanley said.

The young man said he did 
not come down with the mind-
set of picking a wife but what 
he saw yesterday made him 
change that mindset.

“I saw a group of ladies sit-
ting down and chatting away 
their time while this beautiful 
young lady (pointing at me) 
was busy doing all the chores. 
I watched her do them without 
grumbling or even murmur-
ing and I was impressed so I 
decided to speak to my friend 
who made this happen to ac-
company me just the way I did 
for him but this time, to help 
me seek this young woman’s 
hand in marriage,” Stanley said 
begging me with his eyes not to 
refuse his request.

The ball was now in my cut 
and I was asked if I was ready 
to accept his offer. Maybe this 
young man does not know all 
he needed to know or he had 
not made his enquiries but 
I was going to save him that 
time by telling him. I want no 
cockroaches in my cupboard. If 
he loves the good about me and 
hears something ugly about 
my past, what would he do? 
Secondly, I wanted to know all 
about him and I needed time 
so I’d know what I was get-
ting myself into as well. Done 
talking, the man got the floor 
to speak again, all these while 
my grandparents and the other 
young man watched without 
interjecting.

Stanley cleared his throat 
and told me first about him-
self. He is a lawyer and he had 
spent a good part of his life in 
the United States than Nigeria 
which is his country. He told 
me about his life and then 
about mine. I shocked at all he’d 
been able to find out in a space 
of 24 hours and with the bad 
he said he heard, he still wants 
to marry me.

As I walked down the aisle 
with Stanley a month later 
dressed in my fitted spotless 
white gown, I studied the look 
on the fac es of thos e who 
thought little of me and I was 
glad I proved them wrong.

CHINWE AGBEZE
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OBINNA EMELIKE

Mark Okoye’s day of glory

B
efore clocking 26 years, Mark 
Okoye had already recorded 
remarkable achievements 
in his career.  As a senior 
member of the investment 

banking division at Afrinvest (West 
Africa) Limited, Mark was instrumental 
in executing numerous capital raising 
and financial advisory transactions.

However, his decision to quit his 
well-paid job and secured private sector 
career was quite intriguing to his col-
leagues and friends. Mark’s reason was, 
“I am heeding a personal call to serve”.

But he seems to know what he wants 
and in no distance time, he pitched 
himself to economic team of Anambra 
State Government with little initial suc-
cess. After persevering, he eventually 
became the Senior Special Assistant on 
Investments to Peter Obi, former gover-
nor of Anambra State.  He was 26 years 
old at the time of this appointment.

All this paved the way for his cur-
rent appointment and tenure as Com-
missioner for Economic Planning and 
Budget Development in Anambra State 
under Governor Willie Obiano. He 
manages the most critical of ministries 
in a state with great potential to be a 
manufacturing behemoth for Nigeria.

…as Chivas The Venture rewards winners

His role involves him running the 
day-to-day activities of the Ministry of 
Economic Planning and Budget. In ad-
dition, he has operational and strategic 
oversight over Anambra State Invest-
ment Promotion & Protection Agency.

Under his tutelage, 10,000 jobs have 
been created in Anambra as a result of 
investment inflows into key sectors of 
Anambra’s economy such as Agricul-
ture, Trade & Commerce and Manufac-
turing.  He has been nominated by the 
Vice President of Nigeria to serve as a 
Member & South East Geopolitical Zone 

Representative of the National Eco-
nomic Council Retreat Implementation 
Monitoring Committee. He led invest-
ment promotion teams that facilitated 
the successful launch of numerous 
Public-Private-Partnership projects in 
the state. Some of these investments in-
clude Coscharis farms - $100m, Lynden 
Poultry Farms - $40m and Anambra 
Delfarms Ltd - $60m.

He has also introduced monthly per-
formance reviews to monitor the state’s 
internally generated revenues (IGRs), 
monitoring state wide initiatives that 

led to the increase of IGRs from N600m/
month to approximately N1.3bn/month 
in 12 months.

For being the key player in regen-
erating the Anambra State economy 
and a sterling example for a generation 
typically averse to public service, Mark 
Okoye, who is now 31 years old, is also 
the youngest member of the Governor 
Obiano-led cabinet in 2016 and one of 
the youngest government officials in 
the country.

These feats were top among reasons 

the organisers and judges of Future 
Awards Africa recognized Mark Okoye 
as winner of The Future Awards Africa 
Young Person of the Year.

Oby Ezekwesili, Frank Nweke Jnr, 
both former ministers in Nigeria and 
Segun Agbaje, group managing director, 
GTBank, who were all achievers at very 
youthful age, were on hand to present 
the award to Mark, and signaling to 
many aspiring youths at the awards 
ceremony that hard work pays.

The elated Mark, who graced the oc-
casion with his wife Phillipa, thanked 
the organisers and encouraged youths 
across Africa to venture into politics 
with the mind to make a difference and 
provide leadership needed to steer the 
country and even economy on the path 
of sustainable development.

The event, which held at Federal Pal-
ace Hotel and Casino, Victoria Island, 
Lagos on last Sunday also rewarded 
youths across Africa for their creative 
ingenuity, selfless service and leader-
ship.

Other winners include: Asuquo 
Ekpenyong, 31, winner, The Future 
Awards Africa Prize in Public Service; 
Adenrele Sonariwo, 30, winner, The 
Future Awards Africa Prize for Arts & 
Culture 2016; Evans Akanno, 27, The 
Future Awards Africa Prize for Creative 
Professional 2016; Julius Adewopo, 31, 
winner, The Future Awards Africa 
Prize in Agriculture among others.

Arts
34  Sunday  25 December  2016C002D5556SUNDAYBD 



Don Moen, Sammy Okposo, others put up strong 
performances at Glo-sponsored Akwa Ibom Xmas Carols

I
ndigenes of Akwa Ibom State and their well 
wishers last weekend thronged the Uyo Town-
ship Stadium, as the state government held the 
ninth edition of its annual Christmas Carols 
Festival, sponsored by Globacom.

Although many international artistes were in-
vited to the event, Nigeria-based artistes, had their 
day in the sun as they had an opportunity of show-
casing their talent before the mammoth crowd.

Also, pomp and celebration smashed the glass 
of sobriety at the event as the people put the tragic 
event of the previous week behind them to ren-
der songs of praise and thanksgiving to God for 
sustaining the 29-year-old state in spite of all the 
difficult and challenging moments the state has 
passed through.

Governor Emmanuel Udom, in an emotion-
laden opening speech described the Christmas 
Carols Festival as an “expression of perfect submis-
sion to the will of God and a demonstration of the 
resilience of the state to pick itself up and trudge on 
with faith and hope in a better future each time it 
is beset by mind-numbing set-backs”.

The governor told the capacity crowd which 
included top government officials, members of 
the diplomatic corps, clerics, international artistes, 
tourists from across the globe as well as citizens of 
the state that in spite of the tragic occurrence, “our 
love for God is sacrosanct.”

He noted that Christmas is the celebration of the 
birth of Jesus Christ, whose teachings reinforced 
the reality that death is not the end of man, adding 
therefore that, the state would neither be discour-
aged nor give in to evil.

Governor Udom expressed appreciation to 
those who supported the state in its trying period 
and sponsors like Globacom, for committing their 
resources towards ensuring that millions of Akwa 
Ibom citizens sing songs of joy again through the 
carols.

In the same vein, the Permanent secretary, 
Aniekpeno Mkpanang, Special Services Depart-
ment, Akwa Ibom, who coordinated the event, 

Think Africa tasks youths on nation-building
empowerment and tasked the youths to em-
brace entrepreneurship so as to add value to the 
country’s economy.

Bayo Rotimi identified the need to establish 
training capacity institutions to teach people on 
any areas of their chosen endeavours.

“Having worked for 22 years as an invest-
ment banker, I feel there is a need to build train-
ing capacity organisation to teach young people.” 
He stressed.

Rotimi who identified lack of capacity as a 
hurdle in business in Nigeria said that ‘’the way to 
address Nigerian economic problems is capacity 
building and knowledge (access to information.)

He lamented the operating business envi-
ronment in Nigeria is not friendly to the entre-
preneurs due to lack of power supply, access to 
funds, multiple taxes and government policy 
summersaults.

The investment banker submitted that if ev-
ery individual is empowered then the youths can 
challenge the political class to right the wrongs 
of the country.

He noted that an average Nigerian could 
survive anywhere in the world given the right 
environment adding that the youths should 
seek collaborations with the progressives to gain 
insight and business wisdom.

Chima Anyaso said that despite the chal-
lenges the youths in Nigeria are facing, he still 
believes they could turn around the fortunes of 
the country.

‘’The youths have what it takes to change 
the wrong perspectives in Nigeria. The youths 
should get involved in politics.’’ He said.

Anyaso was unhappy that successive gov-
ernments of Nigeria had failed the people as the 
youths were the worst affected and challenged 
the young people to take their destiny in their 
hands.

T
hinkAfrica, a non-profit making organ-
isation which focus on connecting young 
professionals in the Diaspora with young 
professionals in Nigeria, recently held 

a forum that geared toward galvanizing the 
youths to take the destiny of the country into 
their hands.

The forum hosted ambitious and vibrant 
youths of within the age-bracket of 25-45 years 
in Lekki, Lagos to brainstorm on some of the 
nagging problems facing the country.

It also looked into the challenges of the 
youths of the country, mobilizing them through 
education thereby urging them to engage in 
meaningful ventures for economic empower-
ment in order to synergize with the government 
in rebuilding the socio-political problems of the 
nation.

Facilitators at the forum include: Abike 
Dabiri, Presidential Adviser on Nigerians in the 
Diaspora, Demola Williams, co-founder, Red Me-
dia, Bayo Rotimi, CEO, Quest Idvisory Services, 

eulogised Globacom and other sponsors for display-
ing staunch commitment to the prosperity of the 
state and enjoined  them not to relent in   showing 
support for the record breaking carol  which will 
enter its tenth year in 2017.

Renowned American gospel artiste, Don Moen, 
who was described as an adopted son of Akwa 
Ibom was present to lift up the spirits of thousands 
of people gathered in the arena in worship of God. 
Moen seized the opportunity to render memorable 
numbers including ‘Thank You Lord’, ‘Father forgive 
us’, ‘God will make a way’, among others.

The Uyo Girls Choir, populated by girls under 10, 
joined Moen to make wonderful rendition of ‘Lord, 
make us instrument of your peace’ to a standing 
ovation. They subsequently released a pigeon each 
to represent all the local government areas in the 
state, to symbolise soaring peace and tranquility 
across Akwa Ibom State. Their performance paved 
the way for the Kayamba African Orchestra from 

South Africa who sang ‘The Holly and the Ivy’ 
and ‘Noel.

 Esther Edoho sent the arena into high octane 
excitement when she made her appearance. Ap-
parently a darling of the populace, she delivered 
‘Ukara Jesus’ (Rain of Jesus), ‘Abasi afon ubok eno’ 
(God is good in giving) and ‘Emenere, emenere’ (Lift 
Him [Jesus] higher’ among others with the crowd 
singing in tow. Other local artistes also performed 
their numbers to wild acclamation and appreciation 
from the crowd.

Among those who entertained the gathering at 
the event which  lasted till the wee hours of Sunday 
include PRM Band from the UK, Akwa Ibom Choir, 
who provided excellent back up to all the artistes 
including Don Moen, Sammy Okposo, Buchi, Elijah 
Oyelade, Julius Nglass, Fr. Patrick Edet, Steve Crown, 
Perfecta Ekpo who did a perfect rendition of the  
National Anthem,  and the Kenyan Boys.

Mark Okoye’s day of glory

R
esidents and visitors to the 
city of Lagos, Nigeria’s en-
tertainment capital, are up 
for another ecstatic Season’s 
celebration as iOpenEye 

Limited, producers of ‘Hearword’ in 
partnership with the most customer-
centric network, Etisalat Nigeria, has 
concluded plans to present another 
block-buster stage play entitled ‘Love 
&Recession’.

The Play, Love&Recession, set to hit 
the stage on a four-day tour starting 
from December 29, 2016 through to 
January 1, 2017, is a hilarious comedy 
with intriguing themes. It highlights 
the current harsh economic realities 
and depicts how many are managing 
to pull through the challenging times, 
being resourceful in their own way.

Love &Recession also plays up the 
need to celebrate the Nigerian heritage 
vis-à-vis the Nigerian traditionalcul-
ture and language, the appreciation of 
which can be harnessed to promote the 
unity, togetherness, collaboration and 
partnership needed to build a better 
Nigeria.

Speaking on the new drama series, 
Ifeoma Fafunwa, renowned producer 
and director, said ‘Love &Recession’ is 
a celebration of the creativity and in-
genuity of the Nigerian in addressing 
challenges without the involvement of 
external help.

“It is important for me to showcase 
a quality Nigerian production and by 
so doing, celebrate Nigerian talent and 
expression.  I am also happy to bring 
some cheer and laughter to the holiday 
season and to create a work which is 
suitable for all members of the family.  
We want to use the play to urge the 
embrace of measures that can give us 
the future we deserve as a people and 
nation,” she said.

Commenting on the involvement of 
Etisalat Nigeria in the project, Modupe 
Thani, head, Events and Sponsorship, 
said it is in keeping with the company’s 
commitment to celebrating creativity 
as well as supporting platforms that 
enable people express themselves.

“Etisalat is a great supporter of the 
creative arts as shown in our support of 
Ake Festival, Lagos Photo Competition 
and our own platform, the Etisalat Prize 
for Literature. We will continue to dem-
onstrate our commitment to platforms 
and initiatives that empower people to 
live their lives, in the best way possible. 
We are glad to be part of this movement 
that seeks to help us refocus and make 
the best of the challenging times.”

Besides the focus on the current 
economic downturn, the play seeks to 
draw out other social norms such as 
the pressures on the woman to marry 
and the pressure on the man to attain 
certain “economic” status to qualify 
for marriage.  Love &Recession uses 
comedy and satire to explore these 
social issues with the aim of inspiring 
conversations and ultimately effecting 
changes in perspectives.

iOpenEye, Etisalat 
spice up festive 
season with ‘Love 
&Recession’

Tunde Ogunsalu, chief convener of the forum, 
Chima Anyaso, CEO, CEECON Energy & Gas 
Ltd and Japhet Omojuwa, founder, Alpha Reach.

Speaker after speaker, the facilitators spoke 
on the way forward for Nigeria and youths 
involvement in socio-political reconstruction 
of the country.

Their discourse pointed to the fact that 
Nigeria’s economic retrogression has made life 
miserable for the people especially the poor and 
unemployed young graduates with derailing 
ambitions and motivated them to be believe in 
self-confident.

For Demola Williams, the solution to the 
Nigeria economic situation requires a collective 
responsibility and that the youths should not sit 
behind and watch continue to go awry.

Williams advised the youths to believe in 
themselves if they must make impacts on the 
nation-building.

He recognized the importance of economic 
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Pop-up Experience Centres to replace Heineken House Lagos

T
he whole building lights up 
at night, an inviting sight for 
any lover of football, look-
ing for an exclusive place 
to hang out. The interior is 

picturesque at first glance- with lovely 
green lush and the gleaming light from 
the beautiful chandeliers– coupled 
with the glass walls which mirrors 
the Heineken Champions’ planet logo 
and a huge flat-screen television in its 
prominent spot. This ambience is now 
going to be replicated around Nigeria as 
announced by Heineken, the premium 
beer brand and sponsor of the UEFA 
Champions League.

Heineken plans to extend its first-
rate UCL viewing experience across 
major cities in Nigeria with pop-up 
experience centres for consumers. The 
brand made the announcement at the 
‘One Last Time’ party, it held on Sat-
urday, December 17, 2016, to close the 
Heineken House Lagos. 

“The Heineken House Lagos is wide-
ly known and well regarded. The House 
has over the years become a true evi-
dence of the level of comfort Heineken 

offers to its consumers. However, the 
Heineken House Lagos will now be 
replaced by several Heineken pop-up 

experience centers in major cities in Ni-
geria,” says Ngozi Nkwoji, Senior Brand 
Manager, Heineken. The centres will 

be a mini-replication of the Heineken 
House Lagos. 

Nkwoji further noted that the 
Heineken pop-up experience centers 
is an extension of Heineken’s desire 
to ensure that the premium Heineken 
experience is enjoyed by its consumers 
across Nigeria.

The Heineken House Lagos, the first 
Champions Planet in Africa, was the 
premium home of exciting experiences 
and conviviality as it offered visitors, 
business leaders and influential person-
alities an opportunity to enjoy matches 
while building new relationships.

The ‘One Last Time’ party was held 
to celebrate these experiences the 
Heineken House provided for fans of 
the UCL over the years. At the party 
which witnessed performances from 
A-list artistes such as Tiwa Savage, Falz 
and Olamide, the lucky winner of a 
raffle draw was presented with a KLM 
business class return ticket.

Meanwhile, the new Heineken 
pop-up experience centres will open 
at the resumption of the 2016/2017 
UCL season.  

A
fter heavy deliberations, 
superstar rapper and hit 
maker, Phyno’s monster 
track, “Fada Fada” was 
voted as Nigeria’s hottest 

track of 2016 on MTV Base Roundtable, 
the most debated music list in Nigerian 
entertainment. Tagged #BaseHottest-
NaijaTracks2016, the 2-part show end-
ed with Phyno taking the number one 
spot on the ultimate music countdown.

 With a panel of Nigerian music in-
dustry heavyweights and tastemakers, 
including Senior Associate, Pulse NG, 
Ayomide Tayo; Publisher, Mystreetz 
Magazine, Sesan Adeniji; OAP 97.3 
Classic FM, Buki Sawyerr Izeogu; OAP 
Beat 99.9 FM, Douglas Jekan; A&R En-
tertainment Consultant, Bizzle Osikoya; 
Artiste Manager & CEO Stargaze Man-
agement Company, Asa Asika and 
former MTV Base VJ and OAP of City 
FM, Cynthia “Cvon” Okpala.

 The #BaseHottestNaijaTracks2016 
which was weighed according to a 
range of criteria - from impact in the 
media, level of “buzz” and longevity, had 
Phyno clinch the top spot with Tekno 
following closely with “Pana”

 Olamide’s “Who you Epp” takes on 
the number three spot while Kiss Dan-
iels “Mama”, ReekadoBanks “Oluwa ni” 
and Adekunle Gold’s “Pick up” take on 
number four, five and six spots respec-
tively.

 Other hit tracks on the list include, 
YCee’s “Omo Alhaji, SugarBoy’s “Hola 
Hola”, Patoranking’s “No Kissing Baby”, 
Mr Eazi’’s “Skintight”, Dbanj’s “Emergen-
cy”, Koker’s “Kolewerk” Humblesmith’s 
“Osinachi” featuring Davido among 
many others.

 See full list below:
1. Phyno - Fada Fada
2. Tekno - Pana
3. Olamide - Who you Epp
4. Kiss Daniel - Mama
5. Reekado Banks - Oluwa Ni
6. Adekunle Gold - Pick Up
7. YCee - Omo Alhaji
8. SugarBoy - Hola Hola
9. Patoranking Ft Sarkodie - 
10. No Kissing Baby
11. Mr Eazi Ft Efya - SkinTight
12. Dbanj - Emergency
13. Koker - Kolewerk
14. HumbleSmith Ft Davido - 

Osinachi
15. Mayorkun - Eleko
16. Timaya Ft Flavour - Money
17. Tekno - Where
18. Falz Ft Olamide & David - 

Bahn, 
19. Baddo, Baddest
20. Zoro Ft Flavour - Ogene
21. Niniola - Shaba
22. Ajebutter Ft Falz - Bad 

Gang

… As annual MTVbase poll of industry experts reveal top tracks of the year

MABEL DIMMA

Phyno’s ‘fada fada’ named hottest track of 2016
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Lagos turns up for Beat FM Christmas concert

W
hen Nigerians ap-
preciate anything, it 
is very easy to know 
as their every action 
reflects the excite-

ment. One expressive way is that they 
get on their feet, dance and also sing 
along!  So it was on Tuesday, December 
20, 2016 at this year’s edition of the 
Beat FM Christmas concert, which took 
place at Federal Palace Hotel, Victoria 
Island, Lagos, with awesome perfor-
mances from the stars with massive 
sing along by the audience. Notable 
faces such as Naeto C, Dorcas Fapson, 
VJ Adams, Ehiz, Bizzle, DJ Cuppy, DJ 
Lambo graced the event, which saw 
amazing performances from both in-
ternational and local acts.

There was an excellent mix of both 
international and local acts, which set 
the upbeat mood for the concert. Also 
featured were notable Nigerian artistes 
such as Davido, Patoranking, Wande 
Coal -who literally set the stage on fire- 
Adekunle Gold, Lil Kesh, Uzikwendu, 
Dammy Krane, Simi, Falz, Mayorkun 
and a couple of others.

The concert opened with beautiful 
performances from Nigerian artistes in-
cluding; Saeon, Mayorkun, Uzi, Mologo, 

MABEL DIMMA

... As Migos, Krept & Konan, Davido, WSTRN, Patoranking, Wande Coal, Falz light up the Concert

Flavour, Zoro and other popular 
South-East artistes on December 
17 closed this year’s edition of 

Umu Oganiru carnival in Enugu with 
breath-taking performances.

The two-day event which kicked 
off on December 16 with a street pro-
cession round the coal city continued 
the next day with colourful displays 
through Artisan, Stadium, Onu Asata, 
Obiagu Roundabout, UNEC Campus 
Gate, Kenyatta Market, Agbani Road, 
Garki and back to the Polo Park Mall, 
venue of the concert.

The occasion was also used to re-
ward 24 entrepreneurs with N250,000 
each by Life Continental Beer through 
the Life Progress Booster show, an 
entrepreneurial talent hunt and men-
toring programme targeted at helping 
innovative businessmen and women 
in the South-East. This year, a total of 
200 entrepreneurs from Nnewi, Enugu, 
Owerri, Aba, Abakaliki and Onitsha 
were rewarded with a total of N50 mil-
lion in the Life Progress Booster show.

“The Umu Oganiru carnival is an 

2016 Umu Oganiru 
carnival closes 
with a bang 
...Flavour, Zoro, others in 
breathtaking performance

and Dot man, who dictated the mood 
and pace of the concert.

West London group, WSTRN thrilled 
the fans with some of their hit singles 
like In2A-list, Come Down, Got Love, 
Coming Home, Wait for it, Social, 
Trap Love and the reception was very 
encouraging as the musicians gave an 
amazing performance at the concert.

London rap duo; Krept & Konan, are 

not new to the Nigerian scene or audi-
ence. It was the second time around for 
them as they were here last year for 
the same concert. They also got fans 
screaming and singing along to some 
of their popular songs like Freak of the 
week, Young and Reckless.

True to his moniker, Omo Baba Olowo, 
Davido brought the show to a standstill 
when he climbed on stage and gave a 

show stopping performance, which left 
revelers screaming.

American hip-hop group, Migos gar-
nered some new fans after the terrific 
performance they put up. They kept 
the crowd cheering as they did the clos-
ing performance of the concert. They 
were among the performers who lit 
the crowd as they started performing at 
1:30a.m, rounding off a fun filled night. 
After a time, they brought Davido out 
on stage with them for a joint perfor-
mance, heightening the excitement in 
the air, and then they started spraying 
some cash.

Deji Awokoya, general manager, 
Megalectrics, organisers of the event, 
was elated at the turnout of music fans 
to the event.

“We’re proud to say the show was a 
success and it just goes to show that 
THE BEAT 99.9FM is the number one 
youth oriented radio station in Nigeria. 
The calibre of international acts and the 
response from the audience just goes 
to show that the station has a clearly 
defined target audience and we fully 
understand this audience and what 
makes them tick,” he said joyfully.

“We hope to bring an even better ex-
perience next year so everyone should 
be on the lookout. It’s important to 
mention that this event would not have 
been possible without the input of a lot 
of people that work at the station and I 
would like to personally say Thank you 
to my colleagues for their involvement 
in what was a great event,” he added. 
The concert was definitely one to re-
member for music lovers present at the 
venue. It was a fantastic experience also 
for the international acts as they were 
particularly happy to be performing to 
Africa’s largest population.

initiative to celebrate the progress and 
culture of the South-Eastern people – a 
culture that is hinged on entrepreneur-
ship,” said Emmanuel Agu, portfolio 
manager, Mainstream Lager and Stout 
brands, NB Plc.

“We started the carnival with a 
maiden edition in Onitsha, Anambra 
State in 2015. This year we brought it 
to Enugu and next year, fans can expect 
a bigger and better show as we move 
the carnival to yet another capital of a 
South-Eastern state which will be an-
nounced in 2017,” he said.

Guests were thrilled with music per-
formances by Pammy Udu Bonch, Chi-
jioke Mbanefo, and fast-rising star Zoro. 
The evening ended in excitement as 
headline act, Flavour, performed some 
of his hottest hits like “Sexy Rosey”, 
“Nwa Baby”, “Ada Ada” and “Golibe”.

The Umu Oganiru carnival is an 
annual event by Life Continental 
Beer aimed at celebrating the culture 
and values of people from South-East 
Nigeria. The phrase ‘Umu Oganiru’ is 
the Igbo equivalent of ‘The Children of 
Progress’.

37 Sunday  25 December  2016 C002D5556 SUNDAYBD 

Entertainment



MABEL DIMMA

Alter Ego launches Africa’s first private atelier

I
t was a gathering of some of Nige-
ria’s top oil magnates, captains of 
industries and government digni-
taries that included Billionaire Bola 
Shagaya and business mogul Julius 

Rone on Thursday, December 15, 2016 in 
Abuja, to celebrate the opening of Alter 
Ego Private Atelier, the first-of-its-kind 
private Atelier in Africa. 

Alter Ego Private Atelier offers be-
spoke luxury solutions through world-
renowned Italian style with a touch of 
tailor-made interpretations for discerning 
men and women who love such Italian 
chic and glamour furnishings; this is in-
cluding travel accessories.

Held in partnership with Black Pelican 
Ltd, the launch of Alter Ego Private Atelier 
signals a remarkable difference in the 
growing Nigerian luxury industry. 

According to Michael Owolabi, CEO, 
Black Pelican Ltd, this shows the Nigerian 
luxury industry is coming of age, and 
there is a huge potential in the African 
market for bespoke luxury expertise. 

“Alter Ego speaks the language of ulti-
mate luxury which is evenly translated 
and understood in any culture or coun-
try. Private Atelier bespoke products & 
services are popular with Royal families, 
international business elite, top officials 
and trendsetters. We deliver made-to-
measure solutions for luxury homes and 
best-in-class travelling. For Nigeria, there 
is an exclusive offer dedicated to the open-
ing of Private Atelier in Abuja: Nigerian 
VIP’s are granted with a rare opportunity 
to purchase any item from Alter-Ego ex-
position on site without pre-order,” he said.

Julia D. Lantieri, CEO, Alter Ego Proj-
ect Group, also reiterated this fact as she 
enthused over the opening of the atelier, 
stating that it has a mission to bring up 
perfection, exquisite style and elegance 
into the daily life of the most demanding 
clients. 

“The finest Italian furniture and décor 
producers are available to order at the 
Atelier in Abuja,” she explained. “Alter Ego 
approach keeps the client in the centre 
of the universe, thus providing the best 
response to his or her desires and dreams. 
Bespoke excellence is based on the ability 
to capture the hidden needs and specific 
wishes of the commissioning customer,” 

said Lantieri.
“The art-cases we offer are very 

unique. An art-case is the work of art in 
its own right. The interior décor and the 
art cases presented at Alter Ego Private 
Atelier are truly exclusive bespoke luxury 
items. They both represent pure patterns 
of timeless Italian craftsmanship and 
style-mastering heritage merged with 
state-of-the-art innovations. The best of 
Italian luxury is now available in Africa. 

We are very proud and happy to make it 
happen finally,” she added.

The invitations only event which 

held at the atelier in attendance:  Special 
Adviser to the Minster on Budget and 
Planning, Ben Ifeanyi Akabueze, Retired 

Chief of Administration, Nigerian Navy, 
Admiral Joe Aikhomu and General 
Manager, Marketing & Corporate Com-
munications, Coscharis Group, Abiola 
Babarinde. Others were President, MGM 
Marbles and Stones Italy, Laura Olivari; 
Chairman Arden Miles, Jude Ifedi ; Se-
nior Pastor, Trinity House, Pastor Ituah 
Ighodalo; Chairman, Aerotech Offshore, 
Prince Rotimi Ibinabo; Partner, AELEX 
Legal Practitioners and Arbitrators, 
Soji Awogbade; Partner, Cardinal Stone 
Partners Limited, Mohammed Garuba; 
Founder, Laolu Adeyeye & Co, Michael 
Laolu Adeyeye; Darey Art Alade; DJ 
Jimmy Jatt and more.  

Alter Ego project Group has contrib-
uted to luxury lifestyle in major countries 
across Europe like Italy, France, and Croa-
tia amongst other. It is proudly located 
next to exclusive showrooms such as; 
Devon & Devon, Geberit, Hansgrohe and 
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C
hances are your wife or partner, her 
sister, their friends or your mother-in-
law is already on it. It’s the latest fad, the 
trend that is threatening to become the 
new normal – its Ketogenic diet!

You probably have never heard of it, that doesn’t 
mean its going away soon. It’s a quiet revolution 
that promises a narrow waistline without the 
trouble of a gym.

Using social media groups and chat rooms as 
watering holes, ladies in Lagos, Abuja and Port 
Harcourt are sharing their diet plans and results 
of their weight loss using Keto.

What is a ketogenic diet?
Ketogenic diet otherwise called ketosis involves 

eating meals that are low in carbohydrate, modest 
protein but high in fat.

The cool name for it is LCHF - Low Carb High 
Fat. Others call it Keto and still others call it Banting.

It was created by Gianfranco Cappello, a medical 
practitioner and associate professor of surgery at 
the Sapienza University in Rome, Italy.

Cappello claims in his study that more than 
19,000 dieters experienced significant, rapid weight 
loss, few side effects, and most kept the weight off 
after a year.

In his report, the doctor claimed that patients 
lost an average of 10.2 kilograms, or about 22 
pounds, after 2.5 cycles of the keto diet.

Cappello concluded that the diet was a success-
ful way for overweight and obese people to lose 
weight, and the few side effects, such as fatigue, 
are easily managed.

Why is it popular
Keto diet has become popular because it promis-

es people that they can look good, and following the 
rules will result in quick and dramatic weight loss.

In Nigeria, several groups have been started 
on Facebook, Whatsapp and Blackberry chats to 
promote keto diets. Keto World on Facebook alone 
has 123,051 members (Thursday 2:42pm).

Besides more Nigerians are getting heavier.Ac-
cording to the 2010 World Health Organisation sur-
vey data on Nigeria, the prevalence of overweight 
was 26% and 37% in men and women respectively, 
while the prevalence of obesity was 3% and 8.1% in 
men and women respectively

Data from the WHO Global InfoBase, based on 
individuals aged 30 years and above, shows that 
the prevalence of overweight and obesity together 
increased by 23% in men and 18% in women, while 
the prevalence of obesity alone increased by 47% 
in men and 39% in women, between 2002 and 
2010, in Nigeria.

Sedentary lifestyle, lack of exercise and eating 
high carbohydrate diets experts say is responsible 
for obesity among Nigerians.

What is in a keto diet?
Joy Edward, the administrator of Keto World 

Facebook group explains in a post, “The more re-
strictive you are on your carbohydrates (less than 
15g per day), the faster you will enter ketosis.

“Normally, anywhere between 20-30g of total 
carbohydrate is recommended for every day diet-
ing – but the lower you keep your glucose levels, 
the better the overall results will be,” she stated.

Ketogenic diet requires you minimise your 
intake of sugar and starches. You can eat other deli-
cious foods until you are satisfied as long as carbs are 
kept low and fat high to sustain energy. There are 
cautions, however, Tomatoes, Peppers, onions and 
spring onions are to be used in moderation, sugary 
fruits are not allowed and nuts are to be avoided.

“Peanuts are legumes and not quite allowed in 
ketogenic world. The carb count in peanut is quite 
high. If a person must eat them, a handful should 
not be exceeded. Nuts are high in Omega-6 Fatty 
acid and should not be overindulged in.

Approved low carb nuts are: almond nuts, Brazil 
nuts, pecan nuts, walnuts, hazel nuts, and macada-
mia nuts as long as they are not overindulged

ISAAC ANYAOGU

Ketogenic diet – eating for 
a narrow waistline

However, all pepper soups like fish pepper soup, 
orishirishi pepper soup, nkwobi, Isi-ewu are Keto 
compliant but potash is excluded.

 Does it really work?
All of those fixated with keto diets swear it 

works and in their various groups they have pic-
tures to prove.

“Many high-quality scientific studies show that 
a low-carb diet makes it easier both to lose weight 
and to control your blood sugar and even reverse 
the condition, reverse HBP, PCOS, Hormonal imbal-
ance, infertility as well as other chronic conditions 
that are usually caused by obesity or most impor-
tantly abdominal visceral fat,” states Alexandra 
Caroli, owner of LCHF Nigeria an advocacy for 
Ketogenic diet in Nigeria.

Edwards states that by lowering the intake of 
carbs, the body is induced into a state known as 
ketosis. Ketosis is a natural process the body initiates 
to help us survive when food intake is low.

“During this state, we produce ketones, which 
are produced from the breakdown of fats in the liver.
The end goal of a properly maintained keto diet is to 
force the body into this metabolic state,”

In a situation a person begins a strict Ketogenic 
diet and restricts their carbohydrate intake to 20 
grams or less daily, the glucose level in the body 
will drop significantly and places the body in deficit 
of glucose which is normally the main source of 
energy for the brain and body systems.

“However, the body has the ability to adapt to 
other fuel source and would protect itself. There-
fore, in the absence or restricted glucose, the body 
burns the stored fat in our various body parts and 
creates molecules called ketones. The body and 
brain now uses these newly created ketones as its 
fuel or energy source instead of the glucose.

“We don’t do this through starvation of calories, 
but through starvation of carbohydrates. Our bod-
ies are extremely adaptive to what you put into it 
– when you load it with healthy fats and take away 
carbohydrates, it will begin to burn ketones as the 
main energy source.

Is it safe?
A US-based consumer health information site, 

Heathline published in June 2016, the views of 
several health and nutritionexperts who called 
for caution.

For starters, most of the lost weight is water 
weight, according to Lisa Cimperman, R.D.N., a clini-
cal dietician at University Hospitals Case Medical 
Center in Cleveland, Ohio, and a spokesperson for 

the Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics.
“Once your body enters ketosis, you also 

begin to lose muscle, become extremely fatigued, 
and eventually enter starvation mode. Then it 
actually becomes even harder to lose weight,” said 
Cimperman.

Other experts interviewed had stronger words 
of caution.

“Keto diets should only be used under clinical 
supervision and only for brief periods,” Francine 
Blinten, R.D., a certified clinical nutritionist and 
public health consultant in Old Greenwich, Con-
necticut said.

Blinten further said: “They have worked suc-
cessfully on some cancer patients in conjunction 
with chemotherapy to shrink tumours and to 
reduce seizures among people suffering from 
epilepsy.”

In the general population, Blinten said a keto 
diet should only be considered in extreme cases.

“It can do more harm than good. It can damage 
the heart, which is also a muscle,” she explained.

Anyone with type 2 diabetes can benefit from 
weight loss and a reduced-carb diet because it will 
improve insulin sensitivity, Cimperman explained.

“But there are many other ways to do it besides 
a fad diet that won’t keep weight off long-term,” 
she said.

Blinten, who has used a keto diet for some can-
cer patients in specific circumstances, cautioned, 
“People will do anything to get the weight off.” 
However, a keto diet will do more harm than good 
for the majority of patients, especially if they have 
any underlying kidney or liver issues.

“People are using this for cosmetic reasons, but 
it’s so extreme that it’s dangerous,” she said.

However a 2004 study on long-term effects of 
a ketogenic diet in obese patients by Hussein M. 
Dashti, Thazhumpal C. Mathew, Talib Hussein, 
Sami K. Asfar et al, with degress a mile long includ-
ing Masters and several PHDs found that a keto-
genic diet significantly reduced the body weight 
and body mass index of the patients.

Furthermore, it decreased the level of triglyc-
erides, LDL cholesterol and blood glucose, and 
increased the level of HDL cholesterol.

“Administering a ketogenic diet for a relatively 
longer period of time did not produce any signifi-
cant side effects in the patients. Therefore, the pres-
ent study confirms that it is safe to use a ketogenic 
diet for a longer period of time than previously 
demonstrated,” the researchers said.

What is involved in a Keto diet?

Life&Living
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Christmas in Bethlehem; 
not what you think

A
s the tour bus 
meanders gen-
t ly  through 
the winding 
r o u t e  f r o m 

atop Jerusalem down the 
valleys and up again to the 
hilly Bethlehem, the thought 
of  the stress the ‘Three Wise 
Men’ passed through before 
getting to Bethlehem to see 
the ‘New Born King’ over 
2,000 years ago, keeps flash-
ing through my mind.

And despite the air-con-
ditioned tour bus and the 
variety of refreshments, 
entertainment and guid-
ance being provided by tour 
guide, we did not feel differ-

ent from those wise men 
from the East.

Like them though, we 
(about 50 pilgrims) were on 
a mission – to see the birth 
place of Jesus Christ. The 
remarkable difference is 
that the wise men saw the 
Holy Child and His parents 
in person while we would be 
content to see the replica of 
the manger where the King 
was born.

Also, the wise men did not 
witness the heavy security 
formation complete with 
sophisticated surveillance 
cameras run by Israeli sol-
diers meters away from the 
gate of Bethlehem. The sol-
diers looked both special and 
intimidating, and you had to 
look closely to discover that 
the military personnel who 
were armed to the hilt were 

actually female – they were 
that professional!

The soldiers grill us with 
many questions, enter our 
bus to check and ask some us 
where they were from and 
their mission in Bethlehem 
as if they did not know we 
were pilgrims. As all these 
unfold, our tour guide, also 
an Israeli, did not say a word. 
Of course, he knows that if 
he dares intervene, it may be 
end of our tour to the City of 
Nativity.

But about 500 meters be-
fore approaching the highly 
manned gates, we see very 
high and thick walls, (prob-
ably as thick as the walls of 
Jericho). “Well, going by the 
frequent tension along the 
Israeli/Palestine border, the 
wall is imperative,” our tour 
guide says, trying to answer 

our unspoken questions.
With the security issue 

behind us, we proceed along 
narrow roads that lead to 
downtown Bethlehem. The 
ancient town is still old with 
many monuments and relics 
of the Christian religion glar-
ing at visitors.

It is not until we get down 
from our bus at Manger 
Square that we discover that 
it is Christmas Day!

The Square is huge and 
a somewhat meeting point 
for visitors, offering beauti-
ful backgrounds for photo-
graphs, while some locals 
hawk religious objects and 
souvenirs. Unlike the usual 
pomp and pageantry that 
mark Christmas days back 
home in Nigeria and in other 
parts of the world, there 
were little or no signs that 

it is Christmas Day save for 
a few pilgrims who parade 
their Christmas hats and 
mufflers.

“You don’t expect more 
crowding except for pilgrims 
like you. The majority of the 
population here are Muslims 
with Christians in minor-
ity,” our tour guide explains 
before taking us round The 
Church of Nativity, our first 
port of call.

“What a privilege or rath-
er divine occasion to visit 
the birthplace of Jesus on a 
Christmas Day,” he says, not-
ing further that the tour will 
take us to Manger Square 
where we will pass through 
The Church of the Nativity, 
the Pilgrimage Route, and 
Bethlehem City.

From outside, the Church 
is towering and the wall 
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covered with religion in-
scriptions. It is situated 10 
kilometres south of Jeru-
salem on the site since the 
2nd century by Christian 
tradition as the birthplace 
of Jesus. “A church was 
first completed here in AD 
339 and the edifice that re-
placed it after a fire in the 
6th century retains elabo-
rate floor mosaics from the 
original building. This site 
also includes Latin, Greek 
Orthodox, Franciscan and 
Armenian convents and 
churches, as well as bell 
towers, terraced gardens 
and a pilgrimage route,” he 
explains.

Before going inside the 
church, our tour guide points 
to us The Door of Humility, 
a small rectangular entrance 
to the church created in Ot-
toman times to prevent carts 
being driven in by looters, 
and to force the most im-
portant visitor to dismount 
from his horse as he entered 
the holy place.

Palestine Police were pa-
rading at some points around 
the site, and that raises our 
concern over security.  But 
the iconic and monumental 
relics around the site soon 
catch our attention and we 
forget our fears.

The interior of the Church 
is decorated with paintings 
and artworks dating back to 
the Constantine era.  There 
were many altars, said to be 
very sacred as pilgrims were 
not allowed to go inside. 
However, the main altar in-
cludes an Orthodox iconos-
tasis, which is crowned with 
gilded angels, icons, gilded 
chandeliers and lamps.

While listening to the 
tour guide, my eyes were 
on an octagonal baptismal 
font in the south aisle that 
dates back to the 6th-cen-
tury Church of Justinian; 
it originally stood near the 
high altar. The inscription 
reads, “For remembrance, 
rest and remission of sins of 
those whose names the Lord 
knows.”

Se eing our c onfusion 
as to why there should be 
so many altars inside one 
Church, our tour guide ex-
plains: “The main altar at the 
east end and the one on the 
south (Altar of the Circumci-
sion) are the property of the 
Greek Orthodox Church. On 
the north side of the high 
altar is the Armenian Altar 
of the Three Kings, dedicated 
to the Magi who tied up their 
horses nearby, and in the 
north apse is an Armenian 
altar dedicated to the Virgin 
Mary.”

Though some of us were 
still taking pictures and a 
few still did not quite under-
stand the tour guide’s expla-
nations, the team move on to 
The Grotto of the Nativity, a 
rectangular cavern beneath 
the church. It is the Church 
of the Nativity’s focal point.  
We entered by a flight of 
steps by the church altar. 
This grotto has been hon-
oured as the site of Christ’s 
birth since at least the 2nd 
century, our tour guide ex-
plains to us.

Moving further, we see 
a silver star on the floor. 
While people were posing 
for photographs beside the 
barricaded spot, our tour 
guide notes that the star 
marks the very spot where 
Christ is believed to have 
been born. The star’s Latin 
inscription reads, “Here of 
the Virgin Mary Jesus Christ 
was born — 1717.” The floor 
is paved in marble, and 15 
lamps hang above the star 
(six belong to the Greeks, five 
to the Armenians and four to 
the Latin). Every pilgrim to 
the Native City endeavours 
to take photographs at the 
spot.

Few steps away from the 
birthplace shrine is the Cha-
pel of the Manger, owned by 
the Roman Catholics. All the 
while, we did not feel hun-
gry till we leave the Nativity 
Church to the Shepherds’ 
Fields, fertile fields identified 
since ancient times with the 
shepherds who saw the Star 
of Nativity. From the moun-
tains of Shepherds’ Fields, 
your eyes could see beyond 
Bethlehem.

But driving all the way to 
the Shepherds’ Fields is not 
as exciting we envisage be-
cause most of the people we 
drive past were not wearing 
cheerful faces. “But today 
is Christmas,” a pilgrim in 
the bus remarks. “Oh, I miss 
Christmas rice and chicken!” 
Another exclaims.

Back at Ararat Hotel, our 
hotel in Bethlehem, the 
Christmas lunch did not 
taste well. The rice did not 
reflect Christmas the way 
it does back home in Ni-
geria.  The spice, taste and 
meat were foreign, but we 
still celebrate our unusual 
Christmas in Bethlehem all 
the same.

However, it is only when I 
get back inside the Atlas Jet 
Airline and head back home 
that I wonder how much the 
Palestinian authorities make 
from visitors at these sites 
– millions of dollars from 
people seeking spiritual ex-
ercise. Wooh!



Dubai Shopping Festival 2017 offers 
longest edition of pure pleasure

T
he 22nd annual Dubai 
S h o p p i n g  Fe s t i va l 
(DSF) will be the lon-
gest running edition, 
starting earlier for the 

first time on December 26, 2016, 
lasting for 34 days till the end 
of January 2017 and bursting 
with a rich calendar of events 
covering entertainment, fashion, 
shopping, promotions, raffles, 
prizes and attractions beyond 
expectation.

There would be daily 12-hour 
shopping extravaganza across six 
malls, 70 brands and 150 retail out-
lets, over the widest spectrum of 
indoor and outdoor entertainment 
venues. The DSF would feature 
raffles by carmakers Nissan and 
Infiniti, fashion and music fusion, 
street runways, fireworks every 
weekend, VISA impossible deals, 
concerts, traditional souks, and 

and repeat visitors. Let us show 
you how. The best and high-end 
brands promise to deliver that 
exceptional shopping experi-
ence. DSF 2017 is bringing all 
these brands together. Expect 
exclusives, limited-edition items, 
in-store styling sessions and 
product launches. This is the per-
fect escape to wrap up 2016 and 
begin 2017,”Obinwa said.

Most important for the ever 
business-minded is the popular 
Market OTB (Outside the Box), 
which is an avenue to meet 100 
local and regional designers and 
entrepreneurs who are always 
willing to answer questions and 
talk about what it takes to be a 
success on the world stage. Hold-
ing across 10 days at the Burj Park 
towards the end of the Festival, the 
Market OTB also features home de-
cor, fashion, accessories, children’s 
programmes, entertainment for 
families, 20 food options and 30 
performances.

Obinwa also said, “Dubai is 
home to 200 nationalities. Business 
and leisure travelers alike can tap 
from a melting pot of minds offer-
ing dynamism and opportunity. 
DSF is centrally about transform-
ing your look, home and life. The 
five-week city-wide celebration 
of daily cash prizes, concerts and 
catwalks highlights the best retail 
experience obtainable in EMEA, 
loaded with unforgettable mo-
ments in Dubai, and brimming 
with daily chances to win life-
changing prizes from luxury cars, 
gold, cash, and exotic holidays 
around the city.”

OBINNA EMELIKE

Stella Obinwa, head, Africa 
Region, Dubai Tourism, revealed 
DSF is partnering with leading 
local and international brands 
in the retail and related sectors 
to offer fantastic promotions and 
discounts to families and visitor. 
“DSF and its partners have been 
working hard on making the 
2017 edition a retail experience 
like none before and long after. 
The 22nd annual shopping ex-
travaganza is longer, bigger and 
better! Five weeks of making 
dreams come true for both new 

Renaissance Hotels arrives Lagos

R
enaissance Hotels, the 
brand known around the 
world for helping busi-
ness travelers discover 

unexpected experiences, has an-
nounced the opening of its first 
hotel in Sub-Saharan Africa – the 
Renaissance Lagos Ikeja Hotel. 
Located in Nigeria’s commercial 
center and city known for its mu-
sic, fashion, cuisine, art and night-
life – Lagos – Renaissance Lagos 
Ikeja offers world-class amenities, 
modern aesthetic, sophisticated 
service and unique programming 
that reflect the brand’s signature 
approach to feed the curiosity, 
fuel the imagination and excite the 
senses of their guests.

Mark Satterfield, chief operat-
ing officer, Middle East and Africa, 
Marriott International said: “We 
are delighted to mark the debut of 
Renaissance Hotels in Nigeria with 
the opening of Renaissance Lagos 
Ikeja. This is not just a landmark 

signing for Renaissance Hotels 
but also for Marriott International 
as it marks our fourth debut in 
an African nation, following the 
opening of Marriott International 
properties across a number of its 
brands in Ethiopia, Rwanda and 
Morocco. Renaissance Hotels’ 

contemporary and locally-inspired 
style and focus on business and 
leisure travellers alike makes it an 
ideal addition to this major finan-
cial and commercial hub.”

Centrally located in Ikeja GRA 
and only 5km from the Murtala 
Muhammed International Airport, 

Renaissance Lagos Ikeja Hotel is 
home to 155 guestrooms including 
17 contemporary loft suites with 
first class conveniences to ensure 
a comfortable and productive stay. 
Designed in style with elegant 
African touches and lots of natural 
light, the rooms feature expansive 
seating areas with large LED TV’s 
with 70 plus channels. The hotel’s 
outdoor pool with city views and 
24-hour fitness center, provide 
guests with picturesque facilities 
to work out and unwind. In ad-
dition, the hotel’s public spaces 
infuse bold and vibrant elements 
to captivate locals and guests and 
create moments of discovery.

The hotel’s business ameni-
ties include eight meeting rooms 
that can be adapted to cater to the 
needs of a six-person board meet-
ing or a banquet style event with 
up to 280 attendees. A dedicated 
bar and flexible breakout areas 
complement the versatile meet-

ing areas, offering a well-rounded 
proposition that is ideal for small 
meetings as well as large-scale 
corporate events.

Dining options at Renaissance 
Lagos Ikeja include Cut, a specialty 
steakhouse, that will appeal to 
gourmands and food connoisseurs 
whilst all-day dining restaurant 
Iyeru Okin, offers an inviting buf-
fet lunch featuring traditional and 
continental dishes for those with 
an appetite. Sweet treats, aperitifs 
and lattes can be enjoyed in the 
hotel’s stylish coffee house Choco-
Latte. RBar will also offer visitors 
a stylish setting with hand-crafted 
cocktails and lite bites.

Located next to key attractions 
such as the National Railway Cor-
poration Museum, Afrika Shrine 
and Kalakuta Museum, the Re-
naissance Lagos Ikeja Hotel offers 
a convenient and comfortable 
stay for travellers from across the 
leisure-business spectrum.

visits to must-see destinations in 
Dubai.

Each purchase comes with 
many shopping rewards and 
chances to win big.

At the DSF, visitors are to ex-
pect an action-packed five weeks 
that include 200 celebrities and 
influencers, 4,000 participating 
retailers, 5,000 retail promotions 
and over 8 billion (Dh100 million) 
in prizes to be won. For 34 days, 
visitors will see the most beauti-
ful gold and jewelry in the City 
of Gold.

Travel

…offers 155 guestrooms, amid world-class facilities
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Med-View expands west coast 
operations to Monrovia, Freetown

M
ed-View 
Airline 
has ex-
panded 
i t s  i n -

roads into the West Af-
rican sub region with 
the commencement of 
flight services to Mon-
rovia Liberia and Free-
town Sierra Leone via 
Accra Ghana.

 This was in fulfil-
ment of the airline’s 
promise to use its ex-
panding Accra opera-
tions as stepping stone 
to other countries in the 
West Coast.

 The inaugural flight 
of Med-View Airline to 
the two countries took 
off from Lagos via Koto-
ka International Air-
port, Ghana to Roberts 
International Airport, 
Liberia and Freetown 

International Airport, 
Sierra Leone.

 The outbound flight 
will head straight to 
Kotoka in Ghana before 
going back to Nigeria.

 It was with delight 
and ecstasy that the two 
countries - Liberia and 
Sierra Leone- welcomed 
the airline describing 
the operations as a gi-
ant step by Med-View 

towards strengthen-
ing regional integra-
tion among ECOWAS 
countries.

 At the Roberts In-
ternational Airport, Li-
beria where the flight 
was warmly received, 
Tunde Ajisomo, the 
Special Representa-
tive of the President of 
ECOWAS Commission 
in Liberia, described the 

StorieS by ifeoma okeke

new operation as a cou-
rageous move by Med-
View to fill the vacuum 
created by absence of 
African airlines plying 
the West African routes.

He said the develop-
ment aligns with the 
vision of ECOWAS to 
deepen trade and eco-
nomic relations be-
tween African countries 
and their peoples.

It was also a rous-
ing welcome the airline 
received at Freetown 
International Airport 
Sierra Leone as the 
country’s Minister of 
Transport and Aviation, 
Leonard Koroma who 
was patiently awaiting 
the arrival of the flight 
said the government 
and people of Sierra Le-
one are delighted with 
the development.

He described Med-
View as not only the air-
line of Nigeria but that 
of Sierra Leone, urging 
the airline to further 
expand its operation in 
the country.

Also speaking, Gladys 
Dupeola- Quist Adebiyi, 
Nigerian High Com-
missioner to Sierra Le-
one, said the new flight 
opening would boost 
trade relations between 
Nigeria and Sierra Le-
one.

 Muneer Bankole, 
managing director of 
Med-View Airline, said 
the airline decided to 
open up the two routes 
simultaneously because 
of his belief in deepen-
ing regional integration 
which the West African 
leaders have been agi-
tating for.

 A c c o r d i n g  t o 
Bankole, the flight ser-
vice would also improve 
business activities, ca-
pacities and capabilities 
of people of the two 
countries. He added that 
Med-View Airline is 
in Liberia and Sierra 
Leone to create jobs for 
the people of the two 
countries.

He assured that the 
airline would be consis-
tent in the new routes, 
saying the airline would 
expand in the two coun-
tries and provide more 
jobs for their people.

ethiopian airlines set to begin 
services to Jakarta in June

E
thiopian Air-
lines has dis-
closed that it 
will start ser-

vices to Jakarta, Indo-
nesia, in June 2017 us-
ing the ultra-modern 
Boeing 787-800.

Jakarta is Indonesia’s 
economic, cultural and 
political center.

Indonesia is the 4th 
most populous coun-
try in the world, and 
with this new service 
Ethiopian will have ser-
vice to all 5 of the most 
populous countries on 
earth. The country is 
made up over more 
than 13,000 islands.

C o m m e n t i n g  o n 
the new service, Te-
wolde GebreMariam, 
group CEO Ethiopian 
Airlines, said: “As the 

fastest growing airline 
in Africa, Ethiopian is 
pleased to offer the op-
portunity to business 
people as well as tour-
ists to explore Jakarta’s 
potential both for in-
vestment and leisure. 
This move will further 
increase our presence 
in Asia, connecting Af-
rica to the Asia region 
and in turn strength-
ening the tourism and 
trade ties between the 
peoples of Africa and 
Asia.

“Moreover, pilgrims 
and the West African 
community residing in 
Indonesia will be enjoy-
ing hassle-free connec-
tions to Ethiopian’s vast 
African network via 
its hub at Addis Ababa. 
Ethiopian Airlines is 

working very hard to 
connect Africa with the 
major trading centers 
of the world and Ja-
karta, Indonesia is one 
of them.”

Passengers to and 
from Jakarta will enjoy 
the unparalleled com-
forts of the 787 with less 
noise,  bigger windows 
in the sky, a higher ceil-
ing, unique lighting, and 
higher humidity.

Ethiopian airline is a 
global carrier that oper-
ates the youngest and 
the most modern fleet 
on the African conti-
nent, with an average 
aircraft age of less than 
5 years, serving more 
than 90 international 
destinations across 5 
continents with over 
240 daily departures.

overland airways commence 
asaba-Lagos flight

O
verland Air-
w a y s  h a s 
announc e d 
the start of 

its flight services from 
Lagos to Asaba, Delta 
State this festive sea-
son with effect from 
December 21, 2016. 
The Asaba-Lagos fights 
will operate at 12:00 
p . m .  o n  Tu e s d ay s , 
Thursdays and Satur-
days; while the Lagos-
Asaba flights will op-
erate at 13:30 p.m. on 
Tuesdays, Thursdays 
and Saturdays.

T h e  n e w  f l i g h t s 
from Lagos to Asa-
ba will give fillip to 
economic activities 
in D elta State and 
Overland Airway’s 
revamped operations 
t o  A s ab a  I n t e r n a -
tional Airport which 

began recently with 
the commencement of 
flights services from 
Abuja to Asaba.

This would further 
strengthen the eco-
nomic linkages b e-
tween the peoples of 
the South-south and 
South-East and the 
South-Western parts 
of Nigeria, as well as 
improve the social ties 
amongst them.

  According to Ed-
ward Boyo, Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer (CEO), 
Overland Airways, 
“Air transport is a key 
factor in the economic 
development of Delta 
State, and the acceler-
ated development of 
the State’s economy is 
strategic to the devel-
opment of the econo-
mies of the South-East 
and South-South re-

gions.
Aanu Benson, Chief 

Operating Officer of 
Overland Airways, 
states: “Overland Air-
ways is a major stake-
holder in Delta State 
and a partner for eco-
nomic development. 
Overland Airways has 
returned to Asaba to 
re-energize economic 
activities in the Delta 
region and surround-
ing States with its ex-
cellent flight services.”

Overland Airways 
flight services from 
Lagos to Asaba will 
be operated with the 
ATR turboprop air-
craft which is noted 
for its superior tech-
nological design and is 
particularly suited for 
short-distance flights 
in terms of economic 
reliability, safety and 
comfort.

“Overland Airways 
has carved out a niche 
for itself amongst Nige-
rian carriers in terms 
of maintaining high 
safety and operational 
standards and Delta 
State indigenes are thus 
assured of the high-
est safety standards 
and excellent customer 
service,” Benson also 
stated.

 



How to stay healthy as you prepare for 2017

A
midst all views 
carried by people, 
a couple of things 
are usually com-
mon when talk-

ing about Christmas. Christ-
mas is a period of holiday, 
rest and all round enjoyment, 
there is usually plenty to eat. 
Those who ordinarily “watch 
their weights” lose guard, eat 
and drink more than they usu-
ally would.

Out of all the opportunities 
heralded by yuletide, engaging 
in health-supportive activities 
is one area that many seldom 
look at. Chances are that peo-
ple get busier during Christ-
mas than working periods 
as there are many ‘running-
arounds’ to do in preparation 
to have a memorable celebra-
tion. Again, albeit the season 
comes with a lot of fun, it could 
also lead to high stress levels, 
because of the stress encoun-
tered by travellers who spend 
a lot time in traffic.

These and many other ac-
tivities could impact negative-
ly on one’s health, as a result, 
experts have given insights 
on things to do to stay healthy 
this yuletide.

The first thing to consider 
in the chase for a healthy life 

is to adopt a healthy eating 
habit, said Yusuf M. Oladimeji, 
a medical practitioner.

He said that: “First and fore-
most, people should learn to eat 
healthy. What I mean by eating 
healthy is that people should 
take less of junk foods. What 
I mean by junk food is fast 
food. These contain a lot of fat 
that is not really good for the 
body if they are taken in large 
quantities. People should learn 
to take less coffee, alcohol, and 
stop smoking. People should 
go for regular check-ups. This 
has been a problem, probably 
because of poor awareness or 
because the system has not 
been designed to make it easy 
for people to get regular check-
ups.  Check-ups should be at 
least once or twice a year.

“People should take exer-
cises very seriously and make 
it a regular practice. The fam-
ily value is also important 
because it impacts on your 
health. Because of work and 
other busy activities people 
engage in, they don’t have 
time for their loved ones, leav-
ing the immediate to suffer. 
For instance, daddy leaves by 
4a.m. and comes back by 11p.m. 
He doesn’t sleep well, and has 
no time for his family. Things 
like that impact negatively on 

someone’s health.”
According to the expert, 

people should also seek counsel 
for emotional troubles, even 
as he mentioned that Nigeria 
has a weak culture of visiting 
psychologists or psychiatrists. 
“There is nothing wrong in 
visiting these experts, because 
what happens in the head can 
manifest physically. Anxiety, 
emotional instability, anger, 
can manifest physically, there-
by impacting negatively on 
one’s health. For instance, if 
you are experiencing anxiety, 
you may not sleep well, which 
can also lead to depression and 
hypertension; and the person 
could end up not eating well. As 
a result, he may tend to get eas-
ily irritated, which is not good 
for the health,” he explained, 
and also stated that people 
should work more to improve 
their mental health as they 
step into 2017, stressing that 
while other areas are  impor-
tant, mental health is poorly 
addressed, hence, it should be 
a focus area.

“If you ask me what should 
be the priority, I’d say mental 
health because if you look at 
the country, there is recession 
and people try to meet up with 
the challenge. They are always 
struggling to catch up amidst 

the difficulty in the country. 
They think of the bills, school 
fees and other things, this has 
a way of affecting the mental 
health of people,” Oladimeji 
asserted.

He also argued that religion 
and charitable acts are other 
factors that help improve the 
health of someone and stressed 
the need for vacation, which 
according to him, is poor in 
Nigeria.

“Religion is also another 
thing that improves the health 
of someone. When you have 
issues, prayers could also help 
heal, and confiding in your re-
ligious leader can also go a long 
way. Also, vacation is very key. 
The culture of vacation is very 
poor in this country. You have 
been working for the whole 
year, nothing says you should 
not go on a vacation, even if 
it’s a week or two or at best, 
a month. People should also 
learn to give, it’s another way to 
maintain a good health. When 
you know you’re stretching 
your hand of fellowship, espe-
cially in this period, it makes 
you feel good. The feeling that 
comes with engaging in chari-
table acts contributes to your 
health positively,” he said.

Ibrahim Hazoume, a Public 
Health Physician at Green Hill 

Hospital, Ikorodu, and Azeez 
Bada, who works at the Ajayi 
Medical Centre, Ikorodu, in 
separate interviews published 
by NAN, urged Nigerians to 
observe and maintain healthy 
life style earlier this year.

Bada, who described well-
ness as a dynamic subject that 
should be observed throughout 
one’s lifetime, to attain good 
health, said that, “when daily 
exercises are incorporated in 
daily life, it promotes physical 
well-being. Those people who 
participate in regular activities 
do so to improve the current 
and future level of their health.

According to him, “We 
should strive toward an opti-
mal state of well-being; as our 
lifestyle improves, our health 
also improves.’’

On the flip side, Hazoume 
viewed being well as “keeping 
active, eating a balanced diet, 
getting fit, losing weight, quit-
ting smoking, limiting alcohol, 
eating fruits and vegetables, 
managing stress, thinking less 
and sleeping well.

“In order for one to be con-
sidered healthy, he or she must 
both be sound in body and 
mind; achieving both healthy 
lifestyle and wellness can make 
one to live longer,’’ Hazoume 
said.

DESMOND OKON

Health&Science
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I
t took a major Ebola epidemic that 
led to more than 11,000 deaths, but 
we now finally have a successful 
Ebola vaccine candidate in devel-
opment. If approved, the vaccine 

would vastly reduce the likelihood 
of ever seeing another major Ebola 
outbreak.

More than a year ago, researchers 
published striking preliminary results 
from a large trial on a vaccine called 
rVSV-ZEBOV in the Lancet. They 
showed that everyone who got the 
shot immediately after contact with an 
Ebola victim didn’t get the virus.

Today, the same researchers — who 
hail from the World Health Organiza-
tion, Guinea’s Ministry of Health, Public 
Health England, and other internation-
al partners — have unveiled their final 
results in the Lancet, and they’re just as 
remarkable. The vaccine was tested in a 
trial involving nearly 12,000 people in 
Guinea and Sierra Leone during 2015 
and 2016. Among the 5,837 people who 
got the vaccine, no Ebola cases were 
recorded. By comparison, there were 
23 Ebola cases in the control group that 
had not gotten the vaccine.

“This trial, confirming the 100 per-
cent efficacy of the rVSV Ebola vac-
cine, is a simply remarkable outcome,” 
Dr. Jeremy Farrar, the director of the 
Wellcome Trust, said of the research. 
“We’ve shown that by working collab-
oratively, across international borders 

...A study confirmed that the new vaccine is 100 percent effective

and sectors, we can develop and test 
vaccines rapidly and use them to help 
bring epidemics to an end.”

One of the most fascinating things 
about the vaccine — beyond its appar-
ent safety and effectiveness — is how 
the researchers studied it.

When they launched the trial in 
2015, the number of Ebola cases in 
Guinea had already declined, and there 
were too few cases to run a meaningful 
traditional randomized study (giving 
the vaccine to a randomly selected 
group and comparing it with a control 
group that doesn’t get the vaccine). So 

the researchers had to be creative. They 
decided to try something called “ring 
vaccination,” a public health method 
used to eradicate smallpox in the 1970s. 
It involves immunizing the immediate 
contacts — friends, family, housemates, 
neighbors — of a person who falls ill 
with a virus to create a protective ring 
around them to stop transmission.

And questions about the vaccine’s 
long-term effectiveness remain. “One 
question that has not been adequately 
addressed, even in nonclinical studies 
with any Ebola virus vaccine, is with 
regard to durability — is the vaccine 

long-lasting?” wrote Thomas Geisbert, 
an Ebola virus and vaccine expert from 
the University of Texas Medical Branch 
in Galveston, in an accompanying edi-
torial. “Is it still protective, for example, 
2–3 years after the vaccination?” Geis-
bert also wonders about whether the 
vaccine can be tweaked so that there 
are fewer side effects.

There’s also the question of how to 
speed up the development of vaccines 
for deadly viruses like Ebola, which 
may seem like distant threats — until 
it’s too late. The virus was discovered 
in 1976 but mainly affected people 
in Africa until the 2014 outbreak in 
West Africa, which affected more than 
28,000 people and killed more than 
11,000. The Department of Defence 
and other funders only started to pour 
money into Ebola vaccine development 
when the virus was deemed a biological 
weapon after the 9/11 terrorist attacks.

“Had a vaccine been available earlier 
in the Ebola epidemic, thousands of 
lives might have been saved,” Farrar 
added. “We have to get ahead of the 
curve and make promising diagnostics, 
drugs, and vaccines for diseases we 
know could be a threat in the future.” 
Farrar hopes this success story will in-
spire stakeholders to prepare for future 
potential epidemics — an important 
message at a time when the likelihood 
of global outbreaks is only accelerating.

-Vox

A
s part of its effort to 
support the health sec-
tor, Dufil Prima Foods 
has donate d s ome 
medical equipment to 

Lagos State University Teaching 
Hospital (LASUTH) as the world 
celebrates this festive season.

Aside from the medical equip-
ment, the company visited the 
Paediatrics unit of the hospital to 
present gift items to children in 
the hospital. 

Tope Ashiwaju, Group Public Re-
lations and Events Manager, Dufil 
Prima Foods Plc stated that the visit 
to the hospital was to celebrate 
with children; patients who were 
at the hospital for one reason or 
the other and also to bring the cel-
ebration of Christmas to them on 
the sick bed. He said, “In the spirit 
of this season, the management 
and staff of Dufil Prima Foods Plc 
wants everyone to have something 
to cheer about during this festive 

LASUTH receives medical equipment boost as 
Indomie pays surprise visit

season. 
“The visit is something we do ev-

ery year and it’s wonderful to see 
the smiles on the faces of the chil-
dren when we arrived, especially 
with it being so close to Christmas.” 
said Ashiwaju.

 “Having a child in hospital 
means the family is going through 
a stressful period, so we believe 
our token of love will help alleviate 
the painful experience and make 
a difference. In as much as they 
are indisposed, they would have 
loved to be on their feet in their 
respective homes celebrating. In-
domie Santa decided to pay them a 
surprise visit, in order to felicitate 
with and also to present gift items 
to them and their mothers.”He said.

 “The children all seemed really 
happy to see us and one girl even 
gave Santa a big hug, which was a 
very nice touch and really meant 
a lot to the parents to see their 
children so happy. It’s always a 
day Indomie look forward to every 

year.”
 Ashiwaju commended the 

management of the hospital for 
the good works they have been 
doing to make Lagosians healthy 
and also for the progressive devel-
opmental initiative of the manage-
ment.

 Receiving the Indomie crew and 
Santa, the Departmental Manager, 
Paediatrics Department, LASUTH, 
Osanyinlusi Ajibola, expressed 
the management’s delight for the 
gesture and also for considering 
their hospital appropriate for the 
surprise visit. “We are grateful 
to Dufil Prima Foods for their 
kind gesture and we hope other 
corporate bodies will toll the path 
of Dufil in collaborating with the 
government’s drive for a healthy 
society.”

 Indomie has also disclosed plans 
to reach out to other public health 
centres across the country before 
the end of the year.
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war on the disease is about to change



T
he Confederation of African 
Football (CAF) on Wednes-
day in Cairo unveiled the 
top three nominees for 
the 2016 Glo-CAF African 

Footballer of the year Awards.
The players were shortlisted from 

a five-man list earlier nominated for 
the African Player of the Year and 
5 players who made the list for the 
Player of the Year (based in Africa) 
category.

The three players who made the 
final list for African Player of the 
Year are reigning African Footballer 

S
uper Eagles striker Odion Ighalo 
says January’s Africa Cup of Na-
tions (AFCON) in Gabon will be a 
sad chapter for Nigerian football.

After failing to qualify for second 
straight Nations Cup finals, the fans 
and players of the 2013 champions will 
have to watch from the sidelines again.

The 27-year-old Watford FC’s player 
says the reality of their failure will re-
ally hit home when the tournament 
kicks off on Jan. 14.

“I felt bad that we didn’t qualify. Not 
just me, but Nigerians as a whole are 
not happy,’’ he admitted.

“Seeing teams playing in the Nations 
Cup and you see yourself at home, and 
you know you’re not going to the Na-
tions Cup, that’s when I am going to 

2016 Glo-CAF Awards: It’s Mahrez, 
Mane, Aubameyang for final

ANTHONY NLEBEM of the Year and Borussia Dortmund 
winger, Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang 
from Gabon, Senegal and Liverpool 
midfielder, Sadio Mane, and Riyad 
Mahrez of Leicester City of England 
and Algeria.

In the African Player of the Year 
(Based in Africa) category, the three 
finalists include Rainford Kabala of 
Zambia and T.P Mazembe F.C and 
Mamelodi Sundowns F.C of South 
Africa duo of Dennis Onyango from 
Uganda and Zimbabwean, Khama 
Billiat.

The list is prepared through a 
vigorous selection process by the 
Technical, Football and Media Com-

N
aijaBillionaire Limited 
recently unveiled its plan 
to create gaming experi-
ences, enrich lives and 

add value to businesses and the 
environment through innovation, 
easy access, integrity, partnership 
and world class processes with the 
launch of the first billionaire gaming 
experiences in the country.

Speaking at the launch of the 
game in Lagos, Lai Labode, Director 
and Execution at Naijabillionaire 
affirmed that the jackpot, which is 
the company’s flagship game, is an 
electronic raffle (e-Raffle) game that 
would be played by electronically 
entering a purchased raffle ticket 
into a draw.

The eRaffle game, he said, would 
pay a whopping one billion Naira as 
its jackpot. Apart from the jackpot, 

2017 AFCON will 
be tough time for 
Nigerians – Ighalo

Africa’s biggest e-gaming berths in Lagos

Sports
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mittees of CAF, taking into account 
the performance of the players for 
their national teams and clubs from 
January to November of each year.

The ultimate winner of the award 
will be decided by votes from the 
Head Coaches or the Technical Di-
rectors of the National Associations 
affiliated to CAF.

The African Football King will be 
crowned at the Awards Night hold-
ing at the International Convention 
Centre, Abuja on 5th January, 2017. 
Winners in other categories will also 
be announced at the event.

Globacom has been the title spon-
sor of the Awards since 2005.

ANTHONY NLEBEM

every participant has a chance of 
winning something.

Adedotun Sulaiman, Chairman, 

NaijaBillionaire said, “It is an elec-
tronic wealth redistribution game 
designed for Nigerians

feel bad.
“But we know we don’t have to 

dwell on that, and we don’t have to kill 
ourselves about that.“We have to work 
towards the next one and keep pushing. 
Hopefully, we will qualify.’’

Nigeria are currently top of their 
2018 World Cup qualifier group with 
two wins out of two and continue 
their campaign at home to Cameroon 
in August

A game that will create mil-
lionaires every month across the 
country.” He said that the company’s 
entry into the Nigerian gaming in-
dustry was aimed at introducing a 
truly national lottery, create wealth 
distribution game and establish 
Nigeria on the gaming global map.

Speaking further during the offi-
cial unveiling of the game, the latest 
lottery company in the country, the 
Director General of the National 
Lottery Regulatory Commission, 
Adolphus Ekpe, called on Nigerians 
to invest in lottery as a means of 
contributing to the social well-being 
of the country.

The NLRC boss who was repre-
sented by a director in the Commis-
sion, Precious Puanoni, encouraged 
Nigerians to take part in betting as 
revenue accrued to the commission 
was being used to fund the edu-
cational sector and provide social 
amenities in different parts of the 
country.

L-R: Lai Labode, Director and Execution Lead/ CSMO, NaijaBillionaire Limited; Prince 
Adesola Adesanya; Director, Jacobus Classens, Director and Precious Puanoni, during the 
press briefing by the Naijabillionaire Limited held in Lagos recently.



Oscar quits Chelsea for £60m switch to Shanghai SIPG

P
remier League side Chelsea 
have confirmed that Oscar is 
leaving the Stamford Bridge 
for a record breaking fee of 
£60million switch to Shang-

hai SIPG after both clubs agreed terms 
with the Brazilian.

The 25-year-old has been frozen out 
of the Blues first team under Antonio 
Conte and has finally moved on.

Oscar won the Premier League title 
under Jose Mourinho in 2014-15 and 
the Europa League in 2012-13 during 
his four and a half years at Stamford 
Bridge.

A club statement said: “Chelsea 
Football Club and Shanghai SIPG have 
agreed terms for the permanent trans-
fer of Oscar.

 The 25-year-old will join the Chi-
nese Super League team at the begin-
ning of the January transfer window.

“He has been a Chelsea player for 
four-and-a-half years, helping us lift 
the Premier League, League Cup and 
Europa League as well as scooping two 
Chelsea Goal of the Season awards after 
stunning strikes against Juventus in 
2012, on his full debut, and QPR in 2014.

“Skilful and tenacious, Oscar has 
been highly regarded by fans, play-
ers and staff during his time as a Blue, 
scoring 38 times from 203 Chelsea ap-
pearances.

“A summer 2012 arrival from In-
ternacional in his native Brazil, Oscar 
made his debut as a sub away at QPR 
before announcing himself with a dip-
ping, bending effort against Antonio 

P
irelli have revealed the three 
compounds of their radically 
different 2017 tyres that will 
be used in next year’s season-

opening Grands Prix in Australia and 
China.

The Italian tyre manufacturer will 
make the purple-marked ultrasoft tyre 
available in Australia for the first time, 
alongside the red-marked supersoft and 

Pirelli announce tyre choices 
for 2017 openers

yellow-marked soft.
The supersofts and softs will also 

feature in China, but this time alongside 
the white-marked mediums.

Under rules established for 2016, 
teams have free choice between the 
three compounds at each race, within 
their allocation of 13 sets of tyres per 
Grand Prix.

They do however need to select at 
least one of each compound for Aus-
tralia and China: in the former the 
ultrasoft is compulsory for Q3, while 
one of their the softs or supersofts must 
be used in the race; while in China, the 
supersoft is mandatory in Q3, and one 
set of either mediums or softs must be 
used during Sunday’s race.

 Pirelli’s tyres will look markedly dif-
ferent for 2017, with the rear tyre width 
increased by roughly 25 percent - up 
from 325mm to 405mm. The width of 
the front tyres will also increase, from 
245 to 305mm.

It is estimated that the new tyres, in 
addition to increased downforce levels, 
will produce cars that are between 
three and five seconds per lap faster 
than their 2016 counterparts.
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… to earn a whopping £500,000-a-week bonus
ANTHONY NLEBEM

Conte’s Juventus at Stamford Bridge.
“It was in the Europa League that 

Oscar picked up his first medal with 
Chelsea, playing the full 90 minutes 
of our 2-1 win over Benfica in the final 
in Amsterdam before becoming a key 
player under Jose Mourinho, favoured 
in the number 10 role thanks to his 
ability to work effectively at both ends 
of the pitch.

“Oscar came off the bench to help us 

secure our League Cup final victory 
over Spurs at Wembley in March 2015, 
with the Premier League title secured 
at the Bridge in early May. Last season, 
Oscar netted a brilliant first-half hat-
trick in an FA Cup win against MK 
Dons.

“Conte’s arrival in the summer led to 
a deeper role for Oscar at the beginning 
of the campaign, but the switch to a 
3-4-3 formation in October saw op-

portunities limited, and he now heads 
to Shanghai to link up with former 
Chelsea coach Andre Villas-Boas.

“We thank Oscar for his wonderful 
service and wish him the very best of 
luck for the future.”

Oscar mega move to China comes 
with a whopping  £500,000-a-week. 
The Brazilian is the latest South Ameri-
can to triple his earnings after landing a 
£60million switch from Chelsea.

L-R: Deji Tinubu, Chairman Lagos State Sports Commission; Ladi Balogun, CEO, 
FCMB; Akinwunmi Ambode, Lagos State Governor; Dapo Adebanjo (aka D’Banj) 
and Peter Okoye of Psquare, during the celebrities match organised as part of the 
COPA Lagos Beach Soccer Competition.
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What’s in it for me? (3)

A
frica-Man was firm in his 
conviction that multi-level 
marketing organizations 
are reincarnations of old 
style  American pyramid 

schemes that regularly defraud the slow 
and naïve. The majority of members 
of such organizations as eN-Way, he 
says, are struggling, either in debt or in 
bankruptcy, while the kingpins, the Gold 
club members, are multi-millionaires.  
“The richest of them is a multi-billionaire. 
His annual income tax is in the millions. 
Every month he deposits one million 
dollars in his wife’s bank account, so he 
says, and has no need to ask her what 
she does with it.” “Na wah-o!”  “The 
Gold club members operate a breathless 
schedule of recruiting sessions, training 
workshops and conferences all over the 
US and Canada. Once a year they hold 
a mammoth convention in some huge 
arena—Madison Square Garden in New 
York, the Houston Astrodome, or the 
Richmond Coliseum—where they parade 
their wealth, tell the story of their lives, 
and sell dreams of material success to the 
gaping congregation of the Bamboozled 
who took out bank loans just to finance 
their membership, airfare and hotel bill.”  

“Why hasn’t the government closed down 
WII-FM?” “Because WII-FM has learned 
from Holiday Magic’s mistakes. They 
observe strictly the letter of the law—never 
mind the spirit. They read you your rights, 
which is half of the ‘small print’ in the 
contract: eN-Way is not for everybody. 
You are free to quit anytime. So you can’t 
claim they deceived you. But then they 
repeatedly ridicule ‘quitters,’ and those 
who cling to their mundane put-food-on-
the-table jobs, which they mockingly spell 
out J-O-B. Implying that if you must quit, 
it’s your job you should quit—by working 
hard and making it up the pyramid. If you 
can clamber from Bamboo to Iron and 
then to Brass, your returns will most likely 
equal your job income. If you make it to 
Silver, your returns will be in the six figures, 
probably double your job income.” “Above 
$100,000 a year?”

“Exactly. Now you could consider 
quitting your J-O-B.” 

“But with the way things are going, 
Nnaa man, it’s risky, and likely to be 
dangerous.” “That’s right. For one thing, 
once you quit your job you lose your 
health insurance. And in America, without 
health insurance you and your family are 
walking corpses, more or less.” “But I 
hear some people with health insurance 
still can’t afford to see a doctor except in 
dire emergency.” “That’s true. Millions of 
Americans can’t afford the ‘co-payment’ 
of $20 per doctor visit as required by their 
health insurance policy. So they are as 
good as uninsured.” “Hhmmm! This is 
immirimious!” “It’s ubriquitous!” “So, 
how do the winners win in the pyramid 
scheme?” “By selling to the Bamboozled 
thousands of audio and videotapes on 
how to market dreams and talk people 
out of their money, and books on how 
winners win and the rich get rich.” “Is that 
all?” “In addition, eN-Way merchandises 
thousands of products—everything 
from toothpicks to clothing, cosmetics, 

vitamins, food, appliances, cars, boats 
and airplanes. Good quality products 
but overpriced and difficult to sell. And 
listen to this: they warn you from the 
outset that you will never make it to Gold 
by selling products.” “What?!!” “Selling 
is for the Bamboozled! The clever ones 
only recruit. You climb fast and get rich 
by recruiting people who recruit people 
who recruit people who recruit people.” 
“How cynical!” “With Gold you achieve 
paradise on earth. Your treasure is no 
longer in heaven. You have your bullion 
right in the bank vault of your choice. 
And you’re free to go sailing and flying 
all over the world. You parachute into 
town periodically to pep-talk and preach 
and bamboozle the multitudes in your 
organization, keeping their running 
noses on the grindstone of selling and 
recruiting without end.” “Wonders will 
never end! Thank God Naija never reach 
this one-o!” “But if Mango Tree has its 
way, we soon will. Then the Nigerian 
populace, already bamboozled and 
trod into the dust by the political class, 
will now be doubly trashed by the slick 
business class.” “Didn’t Boris Yeltsin 
introduce MLMs in Russia as part of his 
Americanization program?” I asked. 
“Don’t mind the idiot,” said Africa-Man. 
“The most infamous Russian MLM was 
called The Five Fingers are Not Equal . . 
.” “Well, they’re not . . .” “The five fingers 
are not physically equal but functionally 
equal. Every fool knows this. Just try 
picking your nose with your thumb. But 
those fools of New Russia were attempting 
to disparage the fundamental communist 
doctrine of social parity and mutual 
responsibility. It took Vladimir Putin the 
Bold to abolish those organizations and 
return Russia half-way to first principles.” 
“I hear you. What else could you say—or 
you’ll be out of Vladivostok before noon 
tomorrow . . . .”

End 
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Quotes of the

Antivirus software depends on the virus 
definitions to identify malware. That is the 
reason it updates on the new viruses defini-
tions. Malware definitions contain signatures 
for any new viruses and other malware that 
has been classified as wild. If the antivirus 
software scans any application or file and if 
it finds the file infected by a malware that 
is similar to the malware in the malware 
definition. Then antivirus software termi-
nates the file from executing pushing it to 
the quarantine. The malware is processed 
accordingly corresponding to the type of 
antivirus software.

It is really essential for all the antivirus 
companies to update the definitions with 
the latest malware to ensure PC protection 
combating even the most latest form of mali-
cious threat. 

Signature-based detection - This is most 
common in Traditional antivirus software 
that checks all the .EXE files and validates 
it with the known list of viruses and other 
types of malware. or it checks if the un-
known executable files shows any misbehav-
iour as a sign of unknown viruses.

Files, programs and applications are basi-
cally scanned when they in use. Once an ex-
ecutable file is downloaded. It is scanned for 
any malware instantly. Antivirus software 
can also be used without the background 
on access scanning, but it is always advis-
able to use on access scanning because it is 
complex to remove malware once it infects 
your system.

Blogs
From the 

“We must deliver on infrastructure that is better than 
what is available in the Federal Capital Territory. We 
must aim at generating revenues much more than 
Lagos without putting unbearable tax burden on our 
people. We must therefore aim at developing our 
institutions because in the cause of this workshop, we 
shall be working on six thematic areas, which are the 
key pillars of our goal for the state.’’ Godwin Obaseki, 
Edo State Governor.
“The seat where Osinbajo is sitting should have been 
Tinubu’s but Nigeria’s political culture frowns at Mus-
lim/Muslim or Christian/Christian presidential ticket; 
that was why Osinbajo was brought in as a necessity, 
not as a foundation. Tinubu projected himself to be 
the Vice President to Buhari. No matter how badly 
the arrangement has now turned, the VP should not 
be treated poorly”. Dotun Hasan, president, Yoruba 
Youth Council (YYC).
“By weathering the storm in all stages of the competi-
tion, the Super Falcons displayed an uncommon spirit 
of patriotism to Nigeria. You have not only earned 
yourself a place in our history and advanced your 
careers as athletes, but your victory today is a vic-
tory to all Nigerians.We are proud of all the players 
and members of the technical crew more especially 
Florence Omagbemi, who made history as the first to 
win the championship as a player and a coach”. Yakubu 
Dogara , Speaker, House of Representatives.

Numbers
N49bn
The ban on vehicle importation through the land 
borders as well as the review of other fiscal items may 
have forced the Federal Government to reduce the 
projected revenue from the Nigeria Customs Service 
by N48.8bn in the 2017 fiscal period.

N47.6m
The Nigerian Electricity Regulatory Commission 
has slammed a N47.6m fine on the Transmission 
Company of Nigeria for various regulatory breaches.
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