
Daily Prayer This Week

In this first week of Ordinary Time, we might find ourselves feeling a little let-down after the Christmas season, especially in 
parts of the world where it seems cold and dark most days. This is where we can ask for the grace to let the stories of the gospels 
come alive in our hearts.

The vivid narratives of this week's gospel are packed with stories of Jesus' entering into the lives of real people and touching them 
in extraordinary ways. These are not far away stories, but ones that have a real meaning for us. This is a week of invitation from 
Jesus to us, with two invitations for us to ponder in our hearts this week.

Jesus encounters Levi, a Jewish tax collector. Because of his profession, he was probably wealthy but he had humiliated his 
family and made himself a pariah to most of those around him. Jesus' response to this “outcast” was to invite him to be one of 
his closest disciples - and to dine at his house.

In our own lives we may find a loneliness or separation from people in our family or others in our lives. We have parts of our 
lives that are dark and embarrassing and seem unchangeable. It is into this very darkness and discomfort that Jesus extends the 
same invitation to us - “Follow me.” This clear and personal call to us is from Jesus who already knows us and our failings and 
yet asks us to be with him. We can hear this invitation more clearly if we can be touched with awareness of our own failings and 
understand more deeply how much we need a savior in our lives. It is then that our hearts open to accept this invitation.

This week Jesus invites us to follow him, as friends and disciples. This is a good week for us to contemplate with Jesus, what we 
are looking for and how much we want to turn and follow him. We can pray to Jesus for the strength to leave the patterns and 
habits of our lives that so often turn us away from him and ask for the grace to make a new beginning in our lives. If we can sit 
with our hands open in humility, we can accept that we can't do this on our own, but know in our hearts that with the help of God, 
nothing is impossible.

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries web site: 
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.htm
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“Father, into your hands I commend my spirit” (Lk 23:46). These were the final words spoken by the Lord on the cross; his last 
breath, as it were, which summed up what had been his entire life: a ceaseless self-entrustment into the hands of his Father. His 
were hands of forgiveness and compassion, healing and mercy, anointing and blessing, which led him also to entrust himself into 
the hands of his brothers and sisters. The Lord, open to the individuals and their stories that he encountered along the way, 
allowed himself to be shaped by the Father’s will. He shouldered all the consequences and hardships entailed by the Gospel, even 
to seeing his hands pierced for love. “See my hands”, he says to Thomas (Jn 20:27), and to each of us: “See my hands”. Pierced 
hands that constantly reach out to us, inviting us to recognize the love that God has for us and to believe in it (cf. 1 Jn 4:16). [1]

“Father into your hands I commend my spirit”. This is the invitation and the programme of life that he quietly inspires in us. Like 
a potter (cf. Is 29:16), he wishes to shape the heart of every pastor, until it is attuned to the heart of Christ Jesus (cf. Phil 2:5). 
Attuned in grateful devotion, in service to the Lord and to his people, a service born of thanksgiving for a completely gracious 
gift: “You belong to me… you belong to them”, the Lord whispers, “you are under the protection of my hands. You are under the 
protection of my heart. Stay in my hands and give me yours”. [2]  Here we see the “condescension” and closeness of God, who 
is ready to entrust himself to the frail hands of his disciples, so that they can feed his people and say with him: Take and eat, take 
and drink, for this is my body which is given up for you (cf. Lk 22:19). The total synkatabasis of God.

Attuned in prayerful devotion, a devotion silently shaped and refined amid the challenges and resistance that every pastor must 
face (cf. 1 Pet 1:6-7) in trusting obedience to the Lord’s command to feed his flock (cf. Jn 21:17). Like the Master, a shepherd 
bears the burden of interceding and the strain of anointing his people, especially in situations where goodness must struggle to 
prevail and the dignity of our brothers and sisters is threatened (cf. Heb 5:7-9). In the course of this intercession, the Lord quietly 
bestows the spirit of meekness that is ready to understand, accept, hope and risk, notwithstanding any misunderstandings that 
might result. It is the source of an unseen and elusive fruitfulness, born of his knowing the One in whom he has placed his trust 
(cf. 2 Tim 1:12). A trust itself born of prayer and adoration, capable of discerning what is expected of a pastor and shaping his 
heart and his decisions in accord with God’s good time (cf. Jn 21:18): “Feeding means loving, and loving also means being ready 
to suffer. Loving means giving the sheep what is truly good, the nourishment of God’s truth, of God’s word, the nourishment of 
his presence”. [3]

Attuned also in devotion sustained by the consolation of the Spirit, who always precedes the pastor in his mission. In his 
passionate effort to communicate the beauty and the joy of the Gospel (cf. Gaudete et Exsultate, 57). In the fruitful witness of all 
those who, like Mary, in so many ways stand at the foot of the cross. In the painful yet steadfast serenity that neither attacks nor 
coerces. In the stubborn but patient hope that the Lord will be faithful to his promise, the promise he made to our fathers and to 
their descendants forever (cf. Lk 1:54-55).

Holding fast to the Lord’s last words and to the witness of his entire life, we too, as an ecclesial community, want to follow in his 
steps and to commend our brother into the hands of the Father. May those merciful hands find his lamp alight with the oil of the 
Gospel that he spread and testified to for his entire life (cf. Mt 25:6-7).

8 January Year A At the end of his Pastoral Rule, Saint Gregory the Great urged a friend to offer him this spiritual accompaniment: “Amid the 
shipwreck of the present life, sustain me, I beseech you, by the plank of your prayer, that, since my own weight sinks me down, the 
hand of your merit will raise me up”. Here we see the awareness of a pastor who cannot carry alone what in truth he could never 
carry alone, and can thus commend himself to the prayers and the care of the people entrusted to him. [4] God’s faithful people, 
gathered here, now accompanies and entrusts to him the life of the one who was their pastor. Like the women at the tomb, we too 
have come with the fragrance of gratitude and the balm of hope, in order to show him once more the love that is undying. We want 
to do this with the same wisdom, tenderness and devotion that he bestowed upon us over the years. Together, we want to say: 
“Father, into your hands we commend his spirit”.

Benedict, faithful friend of the Bridegroom, may your joy be complete as you hear his voice, now and forever!

[1] Cf. BENEDICT XVI, Deus Caritas Est, 1. [2] Cf. ID., Homily for the Chrism Mass, 13 April 2006. [3] ID., Homily for the 
Beginning of the Pontificate, 24 April 2005. [4] Ibid.

Source: https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/homilies/2023/documents/20230105_omelia-esequie-benedetto-xvi.htmlThe Epiphany of the Lord

Sunday is the Epiphany. It is the time for us to celebrate that our Lord's coming was revealed to and was really for the 
whole world.

Sunday is the Baptism of the Lord in most of the world. It is celebrated on Monday. We hear the Lord say in the first reading from 
Isaiah, “Here is my servant whom I uphold, my chosen one with whom I am pleased, upon whom I have put my spirit.” That is 
echoed in Luke's Gospel, after Jesus' baptism: “And a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well 
pleased.” The Baptism of the Lord marks the end of the Christmas season. We begin Ordinary Time this week on the Church 
calendar which will continue until Ash Wednesday.

During this first week in Ordinary Time, we begin a four week cycle of weekday readings from the Letter to the Hebrews. This 
is the longest letter to any community in the New Testament. It seems to be a discouraged community that receives 
encouragement in this letter.

For the next eight weeks, until the beginning of Lent, the weekday gospels are from Mark's Gospel. Mark offers us a look this 
week at the beginning of Jesus public ministry. He drives out evil spirits, heals the sick and forgives sins, to the skepticism of the 
scribes. He hears the cry of the leper: “If you wish, you can make me clean,” and Jesus, “moved with pity” heals him. Friends 
lower a paralytic from a roof down into the crowd in front of Jesus, who heals him and says, “Child, your sins are forgiven.” Jesus 
extends an invitation to the despised tax collector, Levi: “Follow me.”

The Second Sunday of Ordinary Time offers us beautiful readings. From the Prophet Isaiah: “I will make you a light to the 
nations...” In John's Gospel John the Baptist and his followers see Jesus as he walks toward them. John says, “Behold, the Lamb 
of God, who takes away the sin of the world. He is the one of whom I said, ‘A man is coming after me who ranks ahead of me 
because he existed before me.’”

They were overjoyed at seeing the star, 
and on entering the house they saw the 
child with Mary his mother. They 
prostrated themselves and did him 
homage. Then they opened their 
treasures and offered him gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh.
Matthew 2:1-12
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face (cf. 1 Pet 1:6-7) in trusting obedience to the Lord’s command to feed his flock (cf. Jn 21:17). Like the Master, a shepherd 
bears the burden of interceding and the strain of anointing his people, especially in situations where goodness must struggle to 
prevail and the dignity of our brothers and sisters is threatened (cf. Heb 5:7-9). In the course of this intercession, the Lord quietly 
bestows the spirit of meekness that is ready to understand, accept, hope and risk, notwithstanding any misunderstandings that 
might result. It is the source of an unseen and elusive fruitfulness, born of his knowing the One in whom he has placed his trust 
(cf. 2 Tim 1:12). A trust itself born of prayer and adoration, capable of discerning what is expected of a pastor and shaping his 
heart and his decisions in accord with God’s good time (cf. Jn 21:18): “Feeding means loving, and loving also means being ready 
to suffer. Loving means giving the sheep what is truly good, the nourishment of God’s truth, of God’s word, the nourishment of 
his presence”. [3]

Attuned also in devotion sustained by the consolation of the Spirit, who always precedes the pastor in his mission. In his 
passionate effort to communicate the beauty and the joy of the Gospel (cf. Gaudete et Exsultate, 57). In the fruitful witness of all 
those who, like Mary, in so many ways stand at the foot of the cross. In the painful yet steadfast serenity that neither attacks nor 
coerces. In the stubborn but patient hope that the Lord will be faithful to his promise, the promise he made to our fathers and to 
their descendants forever (cf. Lk 1:54-55).

Holding fast to the Lord’s last words and to the witness of his entire life, we too, as an ecclesial community, want to follow in his 
steps and to commend our brother into the hands of the Father. May those merciful hands find his lamp alight with the oil of the 
Gospel that he spread and testified to for his entire life (cf. Mt 25:6-7).

At the end of his Pastoral Rule, Saint Gregory the Great urged a friend to offer him this spiritual accompaniment: “Amid the 
shipwreck of the present life, sustain me, I beseech you, by the plank of your prayer, that, since my own weight sinks me down, the 
hand of your merit will raise me up”. Here we see the awareness of a pastor who cannot carry alone what in truth he could never 
carry alone, and can thus commend himself to the prayers and the care of the people entrusted to him. [4] God’s faithful people, 
gathered here, now accompanies and entrusts to him the life of the one who was their pastor. Like the women at the tomb, we too 
have come with the fragrance of gratitude and the balm of hope, in order to show him once more the love that is undying. We want 
to do this with the same wisdom, tenderness and devotion that he bestowed upon us over the years. Together, we want to say: 
“Father, into your hands we commend his spirit”.

Benedict, faithful friend of the Bridegroom, may your joy be complete as you hear his voice, now and forever!

[1] Cf. BENEDICT XVI, Deus Caritas Est, 1. [2] Cf. ID., Homily for the Chrism Mass, 13 April 2006. [3] ID., Homily for the 
Beginning of the Pontificate, 24 April 2005. [4] Ibid.
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“The power of the Rosary is beyond description” The Our Lady of Guadalupe Pro-Life Rosary is a 
beautiful way to pray for the unborn children and all who are affected by abortion. Let our Rosaries be 
our weapon against the culture of death and let us pray for the dawning of a new culture, the culture of 
LIFE! Our Lady of Guadalupe, Pray for us! Come and Join Us to Pray Together. For more information 
on Pregnancy Crisis & Support, visit: https://www.pregnancycrisis.sg/
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his presence”. [3]

Attuned also in devotion sustained by the consolation of the Spirit, who always precedes the pastor in his mission. In his 
passionate effort to communicate the beauty and the joy of the Gospel (cf. Gaudete et Exsultate, 57). In the fruitful witness of all 
those who, like Mary, in so many ways stand at the foot of the cross. In the painful yet steadfast serenity that neither attacks nor 
coerces. In the stubborn but patient hope that the Lord will be faithful to his promise, the promise he made to our fathers and to 
their descendants forever (cf. Lk 1:54-55).

Holding fast to the Lord’s last words and to the witness of his entire life, we too, as an ecclesial community, want to follow in his 
steps and to commend our brother into the hands of the Father. May those merciful hands find his lamp alight with the oil of the 
Gospel that he spread and testified to for his entire life (cf. Mt 25:6-7).

At the end of his Pastoral Rule, Saint Gregory the Great urged a friend to offer him this spiritual accompaniment: “Amid the 
shipwreck of the present life, sustain me, I beseech you, by the plank of your prayer, that, since my own weight sinks me down, the 
hand of your merit will raise me up”. Here we see the awareness of a pastor who cannot carry alone what in truth he could never 
carry alone, and can thus commend himself to the prayers and the care of the people entrusted to him. [4] God’s faithful people, 
gathered here, now accompanies and entrusts to him the life of the one who was their pastor. Like the women at the tomb, we too 
have come with the fragrance of gratitude and the balm of hope, in order to show him once more the love that is undying. We want 
to do this with the same wisdom, tenderness and devotion that he bestowed upon us over the years. Together, we want to say: 
“Father, into your hands we commend his spirit”.

Benedict, faithful friend of the Bridegroom, may your joy be complete as you hear his voice, now and forever!

[1] Cf. BENEDICT XVI, Deus Caritas Est, 1. [2] Cf. ID., Homily for the Chrism Mass, 13 April 2006. [3] ID., Homily for the 
Beginning of the Pontificate, 24 April 2005. [4] Ibid.

Source: https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/homilies/2023/documents/20230105_omelia-esequie-benedetto-xvi.html
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Important Notice
For the safety of all Parishioners and in accordance to the SCDF Fire & Safety 
(Amendment) Act (2019), the following are to be strictly adhered to during 
Mass to avoid overcrowding: 

• No standing at the back of the Church at all times.
• No standing or sitting along the aisles and walkways.
• All doors must not be obstructed.

Thank you for your understanding and we appreciate your cooperation to 
keep our Parish safe.

重要通告

根据新加坡民防部队《消防安全法》2019年的修正，为了本堂教友们的安全
着想，弥撒期间应严格遵守以下规定，以免人满为患：

• 任何时候都不能站在教堂的出入口处周围。

• 禁止在走道上站立或坐着。

• 不得阻碍或遮挡所有出入口处。

感谢您的理解与合作，以确保我们的堂区安全。

Lunar New Year’s Eve / Lunar New Year

21 January : Saturday, closes at 12.30pm
22 January : Sunday, closes at 12.30pm
23 January : Monday, office closed
24 January : Tuesday, office closed
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lies in its  capacity to love
and to teach how to love.  

For all  a  family 's  problems,  
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To make MASS OFFERINGS

To make contributions to the CHURCH:

To make contributions to the
CARMELITE FRIARS (SINGAPORE)LTD:

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)
Step 1: Make contribution via PayNow using Parish UEN: T08CC4030K

For PayNow Reference, please state “Mass Stipend – <Your Name>”. 
Make a screenshot of the PayNow transaction.

Step 2: Email to sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg with subject title: Mass Offering. 
Please state in email: Date of Mass, Name of the Person the Mass is intended for,

the Intention, Your Name (as the requester), Your Contact Number.
Please include the screenshot of the PayNow Transaction.

Method 2: via Cheque
On a piece of paper, please state: Date of Mass, 
Name of the Person the Mass is intended for,

the Intention, Your Name (as the requester), Your Contact Number. 

Please crossed cheque and make payable to
“Church of Saints Peter and Paul”
Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street,

Singapore 188551.

(Mass offering contribution/stipend is $10 per Mass per name)

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)

Parish UEN: T08CC4030K
Account Name: Church of SPP Operating Fund

Method 2: via Cheque
Please cross cheque and make payable to “Church of Saints Peter and Paul”

Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street Singapore 188551. 

via PayNow (online transfer)
UEN: 201706443H

Please DO NOT 
mail cash.



Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i) Church of Sts Peter & Paul:
 for contributions/donations for general maintenance of our Church and Mass offerings 
(ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd:
 for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and Community
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter):
 for donations to the Society of St Vincent de Paul for the poor and needy.

Parish Priest: Rev Fr EDWARD LIM, OCD, Asst Parish Priest: Rev Fr Jeffrey Tan OCD, 
Priests in Residence: Rev Fr TOM CURRAN, OCD, Rev Fr Ferdinand Purnomo, OCD
Parish Office Manager: Elisa Chang, elisa.chang@catholic.org.sg
Assistant Secretary: Irene Sim 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - Confessions will be heard half an hour 
before weekday evening and weekend Masses starting from 18 April 2022 onwards. Do 
note, however, that the Sacrament will not be available on Thursday evenings in view 
of the Infant Jesus devotion, and before the Sunday 8.30am Mandarin Mass. 

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm (English)
Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English), 4.00pm (English)
  2.00pm (Cantonese)
Weekday Masses : 7.20am (Monday to Saturday)
  preceded by morning prayer at 7.00am
  6.00pm (Monday to Friday)
Infant Jesus Devotion : Thursday, 5.30pm followed by Mass
Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday)
Intercessory Prayer : 2.00pm - 4.00pm (English, Saturday)
Divine Mercy Devotion : 3.00pm - 4.00pm (Monday - Friday) / 11.00am - 12.30pm (Sunday)
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 4.00pm - 5.00pm (Saturday)
No Devotions/Prayers if it fall on Public Holiday
SECRETARIAT’S OPERATING HOURS:  
Monday to Saturday : 9.00am - 7.00pm 
Sunday : 9.30am - 5.00pm
Public Holidays : Closed
COLUMBARIUM OPENING HOURS:
Monday to Friday: 7.00am – 7.00pm
Saturday/Sunday: 7.00am – 5.00pm
Closed on Public Holidays
CHAPEL OF THE INCARNATION OPENING HOURS
Monday to Friday: 8.00am – 9.00pm
Saturday/Sunday: 8.00am – 6.00pm
Closed on Public Holidays

Church of Saints Peter & Paul: 225-A Queen Street, Singapore 188551
Tel: +65 6337 2585   Fax: +65 6334 5414   email: sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg   www.sppchurch.org.sg

 

 


