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It’s farewell
– and hello
THIS is the final edition of The Southern

Cross as a weekly newspaper, bringing to
a close a run of more than 5200 consec-

utive weeks of publication of the national
Catholic newspaper.

The first edition of The Southern Cross was
published on October 16, 1920, with Fr James
Kelly as its editor. Since then it has never
missed a week’s publication.

The Southern Cross will live on as a monthly
magazine, with the first issue, dated October,
already printed and in distribution.

“The end of the newspaper was in-
evitable,” said Rosanne Shields, chair of the
board of directors of The Southern Cross.

“The newspaper industry has been declin-
ing ever since the rise of the Internet, and for
a long time The Southern Cross was punching
above its weight,” she said.

“In discussions with our editor, Günther
Simmermacher, we had already decided last
year to investigate the possibility of transi-
tioning from a newspaper to a magazine, with
a view of possibly relaunching in 2021, after
concluding our centenary,” Ms Shields said.

“The coronavirus pandemic and the na-
tional lockdown forced us to change plans,”
she noted. 

“When the churches closed in lockdown,
we lost our main points of sales. And because
the Post Office was in effect inoperative and
couldn’t be used for distribution, there was no
point in printing the newspaper.”

The last printed newspaper was that of
March 27. Since then, The Southern Cross has
appeared weekly in digital format, with sub-
scribers receiving the latest editions on
Wednesdays. These then have been made
available for free on Sundays.

“That was a way of bringing the Church
into the homes of Catholics at a time when
they couldn’t go to church,” said Mr Simmer-
macher.

Ms Shields noted that subscriptions shot
up in that period.

“There is a lot of support for The Southern
Cross in the Catholic community, which we
could also see in the generous contributions
to our Associates Campaign and in once-off
donations,” she said.

“Without that support, we would not have
survived.”

At the end of July, all staff were retrenched.
Three of them—business manager Pamela
Davids, digital editor Claire Allen, and Mr
Simmermacher—were appointed to their old
positions on a freelance basis to keep the
weekly going until the end of September while
also developing a magazine, to be launched
for the centenary month of October. 

Ms Davids said the response from parishes
regarding stocking the Southern Cross maga-
zine has been largely good, though some have
been cautious about ordering copies because
of Mass restrictions.

“Sadly, some parishes told us not to send
any copies, but then other parishes actually
increased from their old order because they
know that they can sell the magazine over a
whole month, rather than just one week,” she
noted.     

While the magazine is a monthly publica-
tion, the Southern Cross website (www.
scross.co.za) will feature the latest news,
weekly reflections on the Sunday Mass read-
ings, and commentaries. 

To subscribe to the magazine, go to
www.digital.scross.co.za (or CLICK HERE)

Günther Simmermacher, editor of The Southern Cross, peruses
the first issue of the new monthly Southern Cross magazine,
which replaces the weekly newspaper. The first issue of the
magazine features Pope Francis on the cover, an echo of the
first edition of the weekly 100 years ago, published on October
16, 1920, which featured Pope Benedict XV on the cover.
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BY AGNES AINEAH 

EVERY time Moses Makunyane
passes by his ancestral home, a
sprawling 30km2 of land tucked

in Limpopo province, memories of
his childhood in a large family flood
his mind.
It was a happy family of several

uncles, brothers and cousins who
lived happily in the remote village of
Tlame—until they were all thrown
out more than 40 years ago by a
powerful village chief.
Mr Makunyane reminisced about

a beautiful home the extended fam-
ily lived in, with several houses that
surrounded an initiation centre that
his grandfather ran, admitting
young boys for cultural integration
into the community.

Today, what is left of the home
and the school, for which the
Makunyane clan was highly es-
teemed, are piles of ruin.
“One day, I hope to go back to

my ancestral home and rebuild my
grandfather’s initiation school. I
may never have peace in my heart
until I revive the school, the one
thing that brought dignity to my
clan,” Mr Makunyane said.
The 66-year-old has faint memo-

ries of the forceful eviction that hap-
pened decades ago at the height of
apartheid. The eviction happened
twice, first by the colonial govern-
ment in 1928 when his father was
18.
“The colonial government

wanted to give our land to the chief
as a gift. My grandfather and my un-
cles fled. But my father refused to
leave and was charged two cows to
keep his family on the land,” he
said. “The day that my grandfather

and my uncles left was the day that
the Makunyane clan got scattered all
over the district as they were put in
separate homes,” he said.

Mr Makunyane witnessed the
second eviction in 1978, this time
with the chief exerting a lot of pres-
sure on the family. His father was
too old to fight, and so the remain-
ing unit of the Makunyane clan left
their vast fertile land, seeking solace
in a 900m2 residence about 5km
from their ancestral home.
“It was the final blow to our fam-

ily. We were separated even more.
There was no water in the place we
were told to stay. There was no space
to farm. And we had left my grand-
father’s initiation school behind. It
was a very painful moment in our
lives,” Mr Makunyane said.
His father who had lost the fight

against the second eviction, unable
to adjust to the new changes in his
life, slid into depression and died a
few months later.
Mr Makunyane has harboured a

burning quest for justice, to get back
his ancestral land. His experience is
not an isolated case in South Africa,
where thousands of victims of forced
removals have been on a similar
quest for years.

Records provided by the Justice &
Peace Commission of the South-

ern African Catholic Bishops’ Con-
ference (SACBC), which is working
to ensure that forced removal vic-
tims get justice, indicate that 25
years after South Africa embarked on
a land restitution programme for the
victims, little has been done to  help
this group.

The programme started in 1995
and was envisaged to be completed
within five years. 
J&P coordinator Fr Stan Muyebe

OP said that there have been two
rounds of land-restitution claims,
and there are huge backlogs in the
settlement of the claims lodged in
these two rounds.  
“There are more than 8 000 out-

standing claims from the first
round,” he said of the restitution
claim that ended in 1998, and more
than 160 000 outstanding claims
from the second round.
These, he said, are the claims that

people lodged before the Constitu-
tional Court suspended the process-
ing of the claims from the second
round.  
“When the process of lodging

and settling new claims in the sec-
ond round is reopened, it is esti-
mated that a total of 397 000 new
claims will be lodged,” Fr Muyebe
said.
The second round, introduced in

2014, is largely serving elite interests,
including those of traditional leaders
and black entrepreneurs, he noted.
Some of these traditional leaders

and black entrepreneurs, the priest
said, have since lodged counter-
claims to those submitted by the
poor during the first round. This is
the biggest challenge which Mr
Makunyane has to deal with.
“The reason that our claim has

been delayed for years in court is
that the chief who sent us away
from our land during apartheid has
launched a counter-claim to ours,
saying that the land belongs to him.
And the government seems to be in
support of the chief—yet the land
belongs to us,” Mr Makunyane said.

“It is taking too long and I am
afraid that if I ever get justice, I will
be too old to put up the initiation
school.”
The victims of land dispossession

have now waited for more than 22
years for the government to process
their land claims, Fr Muyebe said.
“There is a huge temptation, and at
times political pressure, to undertake
land occupation and violence as a
way to get their land back.”
J&P has promoted a culture of

nonviolent resistance to land injus-
tice, and in some provinces facili-
tates dialogues between the victims
of forced removal and the land com-
mission, “so that the two parties de-
velop a joint action plan necessary
to clear the outstanding land claims
in the province”, the priest said.

Fr Muyebe noted that the gov-
ernment has already admitted that it
does not have the capacity and
budgetary resources sufficient to
process all the claims.
“The modelling system by the

treasury has estimated that it will
take more than 200 years to finalise
the claims from the first round at a
cost of R600 billion,” Fr Muyebe
said, adding that when the lodging
of claims is reopened for the second
round, it is estimated that it will take
709 years to finalise such claims.
The challenges, he said, have gen-

erated “a restitution crisis”.
“There are various platforms that

are discussing possible solutions to
this crisis. The Justice & Peace Com-
mission wants to make sure that the
rural poor and their social move-
ments are included in such policy di-
alogue,” Fr Muyebe said.—Aciafrica

Twice-evicted family seeks justice

The Makunyane family visit their ancestral land in Limpopo from which
they were evicted in 1928 and again in 1978. (Inset: J&P coordinator Fr
Stan Muyebe OP)
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l: THE Southern African Catholic

Bishops’ Conference is selling
kneepads “to help children of

God to get back to the habit of
kneeling when praying”.
The “Kneelies” are pads that are

wrapped around the knee to help al-
leviate pain on the knees when
praying.
Kneelies can be ordered at R250

from the SACBC; R50 of each sale
will go to charity, said information
officer Fr Paul Tatu CSS. 
He noted that knees are an im-

portant part of the body—especially
for Catholics. “We use one knee to
propose and genuflect, and we use
both knees to pray and meditate,”
he said.
“Many of the faithful are re-

stricted at Mass due to some chal-
lenge with their knees—whether it
be through injury during sport, in-
herited genes or just simply age.”

The Kneelies “will go a long way
to protect from discomfort and pain
when kneeling at Mass”, he said.
nContact Fr Paul Tatu at
ptatu@sacbc.org to place an order.

Seminarians of the archdiocese of Johannesburg enjoy a laugh together.
Students at St John Vianney Seminary in Pretoria resumed lectures this
month after almost six months of lockdown and a further delay to contact-
teaching after some students tested positive for Covid-19.
(Photo: Mlungisi Mabe)

Kneelies can help with the
pain of kneeling in church

To buy the Southern Cross 
magazine’s first issue, contact
Pamela admin@scross.co.za.

Price: R30 - order soon, 
stocks are limited or subscribe

for 3, 6 or 12 months

https://www.digital.scross.co.za/subscribe
mailto:admin@scross.co.za
mailto:ptatu@sacbc.org
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J&P still fighting for justice
from listeriosis outbreak

Church in Swaziland gives
radios as a gift in Covid-19

YOUR GIFT OF ANY
AMOUNT HELPS

Direct Payments/EFT
Name: The Catholic 
Newspaper Bank: Standard
Bank, Thibault Square branch 
code 02 09 09
Account No: 07 153 43 42

Donate online via
PayFast HERE

Snapscan
Scan to snap, or if
you’re on your
phone click the link
https://pos.snap-
scan.io/qr/19K6Ee
bY

Bishop José Luís Ponce de León of Swaziland offers a radio set as part of
the Covid-19 response initiatives undertaken by the Church. (Photo:
Manzini diocese)

BY MERCY MAINA

THEChurch in Swaziland is fa-
cilitating the distribution of
radio sets to deprived persons

as one of the Covid-19 response
initiatives undertaken in the one-
diocese country.
Details of the radio initiative

were noted by Bishop José Luís
Ponce de León, in a reflection pub-
lished on his blog.
The bishop described the initia-

tive as thinking “out of the box”
and the radio sets as “special and
God’s gift in these trying times”.
The idea to include radio sets in

the diocese’s Covid-19 response,
the bishop wrote, resulted from a
brainstorming session when the
diocese was exploring what else

could be done besides distributing
Personal Protective Equipment to
health workers and food to de-
prived persons.
“I must confess my surprise

when someone spoke about the
possibility of buying radios. Really?
Is there a need to provide radios to
families?” Bishop Ponce de León
asked.
With the government carrying

out Covid-19 awareness campaigns
through various media platforms
in both the Siswati and English
languages, he  realised that “unless
people have access to that media,
the message will not reach them”.
Since July, more than 500 radio

sets have been distributed to needy
families within Manzini, Bishop
Ponce de León said.—aciafrica

SACBC calls for celebration
of St Jerome in Bible Month

PARISHES throughout South-
ern Africa have been called to
mark the feast of St Jerome on

Sunday, September 27, as part of
the national Bible Month.
This year marks the 1 600th an-

niversary of the death of St
Jerome, who translated the Bible
into Latin (see page 10), as well as
the tenth anniversary of Pope
Benedict XVI’s apostolic exhorta-
tion on the Bible, Verbum Domini.
To mark these anniversaries, the

Southern African Catholic Bish-
ops’ Conference (SACBC) declared
September “Bible Month”.
St Jerome’s actual feast day is on

Wednesday, September 30.  
“We have chosen to dedicate

the month of September this year
to a greater appreciation for the Sa-
cred Scriptures in memory of one
of the most influential scripture
scholars of all time, St Jerome,” the

SACBC said in a statement.
“He spent most of his life un-

derstanding the Word of God,
translating it into Latin, which
was the common language of that
time, writing commentaries and
instructing people,” it said, noting
that St Jerome coined the phrase,
“Ignorance of the Scriptures is ig-
norance of Christ”.
“This year marks 1 600 years

after his death in Bethlehem,” the
bishops noted. “We ask for his
prayers and guidance that we too
may grow in an intimate knowl-
edge of Jesus Christ through a
deeper appreciation and under-
standing of the written Word of
God—who became flesh and lived
among us” (John 1:19).
The SACBC offered suggested

readings for the September 27
Mass. These can be found HERE.

BY MERCY MAINA 

THE bishops’ Justice & Peace
Commission (J&P) is demand-
ing justice for more than 2000

victims of the 2018 listeriosis out-
break, an infection described as the
worst of its kind in the world.
J&P coordinator Fr Stan Muyebe

OP said that in the wake of the out-
break, a result of the consumption of
listeria-infected processed meat,
“more than 300 families lost their
loved ones and more than 2000 peo-
ple got sick” in a period of three
months.
“The majority of the victims of

the listeriosis outbreak were the poor,
since processed meat is food that is
affordable to the poor,” Fr Muyebe
said.
Most of the victims are from

Gauteng, Limpopo, Eastern Cape,
Western Cape and Durban.
To ensure justice for the sick and

the families of the deceased, Fr
Muyebe said that J&P “is at the fore-
front of a class-action lawsuit”
against South Africa’s largest food
company, Tiger Brands, whose sub-
sidiary Enterprise Foods produced
the meat.
He decried the fact that Tiger

Brands has refused to apologise and
has been protracting the process of
the lawsuit, a move his office in part-
nership with the victims’ lawyers is
seeking to contest.
“We do not want a situation

where the poor have to wait for more
than ten years before they can re-
ceive justice and closure. Justice de-

layed is often justice denied,” the
Dominican priest said.
With the listeriosis class-action

lawsuit likely to take time, Fr Muyebe
said that the role of the Church is
“not solely in a technical process”
but also involves “pastoral accompa-
niment, including counselling and
healing, for the victims of human
rights abuses by businesses”.
In working with the victims of the

listeriosis outbreak, J&P officials  pro-
vide a platform for the victims “to re-
gain their voice and their ability to
tell their stories”.
“In relation to victims of listerio-

sis, the voiceless have been able to
tell their stories: a story of a family
where both parents died on the same
day from listeriosis, leaving behind
two orphans who are now battling to
make ends meet; a story of a neigh-
bourhood in Soweto where three
families lost their loved ones on the
same day after eating listeria-
infected meat,” Fr Muyebe said.

He recounted the story of a young
mother who had lost a husband

while pregnant and later delivered a
baby who now has adverse health
conditions as a result of listeriosis in-
fection. 
“She lost her job because she

spent more than five months in hos-
pital with her sick daughter. She has
no resources to cover regular medical
bills for her sick daughter,” the priest
added.
“These are all stories of pain, aris-

ing from corporate greed. Our min-
istry as Church has been to

accompany the victims so that they
can transform their stories into those
of hope and justice,” Fr Muyebe said.
The capitalist and corporate-

driven economic globalisation has
challenged the Church in Africa to
focus not only on its prophetic role
of speaking truth to power and
politicians but also includes “de-
manding human rights accountabil-
ity from powerful multinational
corporations”, he explained.
J&P is also participating in class-

action lawsuits to hold mining com-
panies “to account for their failure to
prevent an epidemic of silicosis and
black lung disease among the poor
who worked in gold mining compa-
nies and coal mining companies re-
spectively”, Fr Muyebe said.
He is concerned that most victims

of corporate human rights violations
are the poor who “do not have re-
sources, power and a voice when
confronted by such giants as multi-
national corporations”.
As a result, these corporates in

Africa are “literally getting away with
murder and injuries without conse-
quences and accountability”. It’s a
culture of impunity, he added, which
the Church in South Africa is work-
ing to change with a message “that
the lives of the poor are more impor-
tant than wealth creation for in-
vestors”.
“Defending the dignity of the

poor is more important than defend-
ing the autonomy of the markets
and the private sector,” Fr Muyebe
said.—Aciafrica

Christ the Alpha and Omega parish in Umzimkulu diocese, worshipping
with joy while keeping to social distancing rules and mask-wearing.

http://sacbc.org.za/catholic-church-sets-27th-september-2020-aside-to-celebrate-bible-month-in-honor-of-1600-anniversary-of-st-jerome-and-10-years-of-verbum-domini-exhortation/13629/

https://pos.snapscan.io/qr/19K6EebY
https://pos.snapscan.io/qr/19K6EebY
https://pos.snapscan.io/qr/19K6EebY
https://www.scross.co.za/donate-to-the-southern-cross/
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Knights of Holy Sepulchre 
give $3,5 million to Holy Land

DRC bishops support
rape victim doctor 

Are you interested to know
about religious life?

Look no further!
We, the Brothers of Charity dedicate our lives and time in a 
special manner, caring for the aged and people with a mental 
illness, educating and instructing young people in regular 

education and those with Special Education Needs. Contact us!!!
Bro Thulani Mdhlulu 063 593-1335

maristellamdhluli@gmail.com 
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New encyclical title
means to be inclusive 

BY CAROL GLATZ

POPE Francis’ encyclical on pa-
ternity and social friendship will
be released with an Italian title

that will not be translated into differ-
ent languages, reported Vatican
News.
Much the same way the pope’s

first encyclical, Laudato Si’, was re-
leased, not with a formal Latin title
but rather with an Italian phrase
used by St Francis of Assisi, the title
of the pope’s third encyclical will be
published as Fratelli Tutti, which is
another phrase used by the medieval
saint.
The Vatican has announced the

encyclical will be published on Octo-
ber 4, the feast of St Francis of Assisi.
In Italian, fratelli means “broth-

ers” or “brothers and sisters” since,
like with many Romance languages,
the masculine form of nouns is tra-
ditionally used when referring to
males and females collectively. Tutti
means “all”, so the phrase could be
translated as “Brothers and Sisters
All”, even though it is being taken
from St Francis of Assisi’s “sixth ad-
monition” to the friars, all of whom
were men.
The clarification about the title

came after there had been “some dis-
cussion about the title and how to
translate it inclusively”, said Vatican
News.
Andrea Tornielli, editorial director

for the Dicastery for Communica-
tion, said that “the formulation of

the title in no way intends to exclude
women, that is, more than half of
the human race”, but is merely a di-
rect quotation from the admoni-
tions, and “the pope has obviously
not changed it”.
The encyclical will address “the

whole of humanity”, he wrote in an
editorial published by Vatican News.
Pope Francis chose the saint’s

words “to initiate a reflection on
something he cares about very
deeply—namely, fraternity and social
friendship. He therefore addresses all
his sisters and brothers, all men and
women who populate the earth—
everyone, inclusively, and in no way
exclusively”, Mr Tornielli wrote.
The encyclical’s subtitle, “Frater-

nity and social friendship”, indicates
what it is that unites men and
women—a form of affection that is

built up between people even if they
are not relatives, he wrote.
“The relationship must be ex-

pressed through kind deeds, forms of
assistance, works of justice and gen-
erous action in times of need,” re-
gardless of people’s differences or
affiliations, he added.
The encyclical, the editorial direc-

tor said, is expected to focus on “our
common belonging, which indeed
makes us brothers and sisters”.
“For this reason, all readers should

be able to understand the title Fratelli
Tutti with the absolutely inclusive
connotation that is intended,” Mr
Tornielli said.
Pope Francis will travel to Assisi

on October 3 to celebrate Mass at the
tomb of St Francis and to sign the en-
cyclical.
Because of ongoing concerns and

restrictions due to the Covid-19 pan-
demic, the Mass and the rest of the
pope’s visit will be private, the Vati-
can press office said.
The encyclical is expected to echo

many of the themes Pope Francis has
been discussing in his general audi-
ence talks on Catholic social teach-
ing in light of the pandemic: human
fraternity, the equal dignity of all
people, the preferential option for
the poor, the universal destination of
goods and the obligation of solidar-
ity. Care for the environment and
the virtue of peacemaking are also
expected to be part of the encycli-
cal.—CNS

Pope Francis is pictured speaking
to Andrea Tornielli, editorial director
for the Dicastery for Communica-
tion. (Photo: Paul Haring/CNS)

(Left) Protesters march in Bukavu, DRC, in support of Denis Mukwege
(right), a Nobel prize-winning gynaecologist, who has received death
threats over his continued calls for justice and accountability over war
crimes. (Photo: Crispin Kyalangalilwa and Yves Herman/Reuters/CNS)

BY CINDY WOODEN

AS members of the Equestrian
Order of the Holy Sepulchre of
Jerusalem around the world

were experiencing their own Covid-
19 lockdowns, they contributed
some $3,5 million (R500 million) to
a special fund to support the Latin
Patriarchate of Jerusalem, especially
its schools and charitable outreach.
“Despite the difficult conditions

on a global level, generosity was not
lacking,” said a statement from the
order’s Vatican headquarters.
About 30 000 Catholic men and

women around the world are knights
or dames of the Holy Sepulchre,
pledging to support the Church of
Jerusalem with their prayers, regular

pilgrimages and financial offerings.
Archbishop Stephen Brislin of Cape
Town is the Knights’ prior in South
Africa.
Cardinal Fernando Filoni, grand

master of the order, announced in
May a special Covid-19 humanitar-
ian support fund would be founded
because “the Holy Land, where the
very economic lifeblood of thou-
sands of families lies in religious pil-
grimages and tourism, has been
seriously affected”.
As the world struggles to recover

from the pandemic and its impacts,
the cardinal said: “We all have a re-
sponsibility. And while international
finance must decide whose side it
will take—with people or with power

and one’s own castle—we choose to
put people first, their work, their
health, their family, their quality of
life, and the future, redirecting our-
selves if necessary.
“Taking care of people is part of

the gift of the Christian faith, but
also a duty to be fulfilled,” Cardinal
Filoni said.
According to the knights, Sami El-

Yousef, the CEO of the Latin Patriar-
chate of Jerusalem, said the
assistance allowed the Church “to
support more than 2400 families in
more than 30 parishes with their pri-
mary needs in terms of food vouch-
ers, products for hygiene and for
their children, medicine and utility
bills”.—CNS

BY FREDRICK NZWILI

BISHOPS in the Democratic Re-
public of Congo (DRC) are ex-
pressing solidarity with Denis

Mukwege, the Nobel Peace Prize-
winning gynaecologist who has re-
ceived death threats over his
continued call for justice and ac-
countability over war crimes.
The doctor—who shared the

2018 prize with victims of sexual vi-
olence in DRC—has been repairing
women torn apart by rape in the
east of the country.
The women and girls have been

appearing at Panzi Hospital, which
Dr Mukwege founded in the eastern
city of Bukavu—with their bodies
destroyed, their rectums and sex or-
gans mutilated by armed men.
“The Church is deeply con-

cerned about Dr Mukwege’s security
because he is an ‘important tool’
and solution for women destroyed
by sexual violation. Also, he is a
Nobel prize winner,” Archbishop
Marcel Utembi Tapa of Kisangani
said.
The archbishop said it was the

will of the Congolese bishops that
the doctor is protected and they
had urged the government and UN
to ensure his safety. He also ex-
pressed the Church’s concern over
sexual violence, saying the Church
was helping to tackle the crisis.
Archbishop Utembi’s comments

follow those of Bishop Sebastien
Muyengo Mulombe of Uvira, who
encouraged the doctor to continue
to campaign for the protection of
lives in the country.
Bishop Mulombe reassured the

doctor that he was on the right
track and, in the risks he was tak-
ing, he was acting as a Christian.

“Do not be afraid as long as you
are fighting for such a just cause.
This Nobel Prize that you have re-
ceived honours us all our pride, our
joy surrounds you,” Bishop Mu-
lombe said.
The bishop urged the Congolese

people not to remain silent in the
face of the war, killings, rapes and
violence, but to follow Dr Muk-
wege’s example.
In early September, thousands

marched in Bukavu demanding se-
curity for the doctor. The UN de-
ployed soldiers to guard him as the
death threats continued to trigger
global condemnation and protests.
UN human rights chief Michelle

Bachelet described Dr Mukwege as
a true hero—determined, coura-
geous and extremely effective.
“For years, he helped thousands

of gravely injured and traumatised
women when there was nobody
else to take care of them,” said Ms
Bachelet.
Dr Mukwege had been under UN

protection since 2012 when un-
known gunmen stormed into his
house and killed a domestic staffer.
However, the protection and that of
the hospital were withdrawn in
May following the outbreak of the
Covid-19 pandemic.
According to reports,  Dr Muk-

wege’s repeated calls for accounta-
bility on human rights violations
and abuses have angered some in-
fluential figures in countries whose
soldiers committed atrocities in the
DRC. The violations are recorded by
the UN for the period from 1996-
2003. During this period, Rwandan
and Ugandan troops were in the
DRC and have been accused of
widespread atrocities.—CNS

BY JUNNO AROCHO
 ESTEVES

WITH no end of conflict
and no path towards
economic recovery in

sight, the Syrian people are losing
hope that any sense of peace and
normalcy will return, said the
apostolic nuncio to Syria.
“Unfortunately, what is dying

in the hearts of many people, is
hope,” Cardinal Mario Zenari
said.
“After 10 years of war, many—

after no longer seeing economic
recovery and reconstruction—are
losing hope and this hurts a lot,”
he said. “Losing hope means truly
losing something fundamental
and essential for life. We must try
to restore confidence, to give
hope back to these poor people.”
While hostilities in the coun-

try have dramatically decreased
since the signing of a ceasefire in
March and the Covid-19 pan-
demic, the cardinal said, the de-
struction wrought by the conflict
continued to devastate the lives
of countless men, women and
children.
According to a report by the

UN Independent International
Commission of Inquiry on the

Syrian Arab Republic, there con-
tinue to be “regular spikes in vio-
lence and continuous violations
of human rights”.
The commission reported

human rights violations commit-
ted by almost every fighting force
in the country, including “torture
and other cruel, inhuman or de-
grading treatment or punish-
ment” of detainees, as well as
“sexual and gender-based vio-
lence against women, girls, men
and boys”.
Cardinal Zenari said that while

the “fragile truce” has led to a de-
crease in bombings, there is a
“poverty bomb” causing “hunger,
malnutrition of children” and the
spread of various diseases in the
country.
“It is difficult to describe this

very profound human and spiri-
tual experience,” the cardinal
said. “About a month ago, the UN
also raised its voice about what
happened in a refugee camp
where about eight to ten children
died of malnutrition, dehydration
and other diseases.”
Last winter, he continued, sev-

eral children died fleeing intense
fighting in the north-west—“chil-
dren who died from the cold in
their parents’ arms, children who

died of malnutrition. It hurts the
heart to see the suffering of so
many children and so many
women, many of whom are wid-
ows and sometimes have to raise
a large family of eight or 10 chil-
dren”.
Nevertheless, the Italian

prelate said that the Catholic and
Orthodox Churches are working
to provide humanitarian relief as
well as maintaining hospitals to
aid the sick, the poor and the
helpless.
“As a Church, as the Holy See,

we have no military interests, no
economic interests, no geopoliti-
cal strategies,” he said. “We—the
Church, the Holy See, the pope—
are on the side of the people, of
the people who suffer. We want to
be the voice of those who have
no voice.”
Cardinal Zenari, who met with

Pope Francis, said he was “im-
pressed” by the pope’s continued
concern for the Syrian people.
While talking about the cur-

rent situation, he recalled, the
pope “took a piece of paper and
began to write down some notes
in order to have them even more
present and to keep these human-
itarian programmes going”.—
CNS
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BY CAROL GLATZ

IT is important to have Christian
media that provide quality cover-
age of the life of the Church and

are capable of forming people’s con-
sciences, Pope Francis said.

Professional Christian communi-
cators “must be heralds of hope and
trust in the future. Because only
when the future is welcomed as
something positive and possible does
the present become livable, too”, he
said.

The pope made his remarks in a
private audience at the Vatican with
staff members of Tertio, a Belgian
weekly magazine specialising in
Christian and Catholic perspectives.
The print and online publication was
celebrating the 20th anniversary of
its founding.

“In the world we live in, informa-
tion makes up an integral part of our
daily life,” he said. “When it is qual-
ity information, it lets us better un-
derstand the problems and
challenges the world is called to
face,” and it inspires people’s atti-
tudes and behaviours.

“The presence of Christian media
specialising in quality information
about the life of the Church in the
world, capable of contributing to the
formation of consciences, is very im-
portant,” Pope Francis added.

The field of “communications is
an important mission for the
Church”, the pope said, and Chris-
tians working in this field are called
to concretely respond to Christ’s in-
vitation to go out and proclaim the
Gospel.

“Christian journalists are obliged
to offer a new witness in the world of
communication without hiding the
truth or manipulating information.”

Christian media also help bring
the voice of the Church and of Chris-
tian intellectuals to “an increasingly

secularised media landscape so as to
enrich it with constructive reflec-
tions”.

Being heralds of hope and trust in
a better future can also help people
build up a sense of hope during this
time of a global pandemic, the pope
said.

During this time of crisis, “it is im-
portant that means of social commu-
nication contribute to making sure
people do not become sick with soli-
tude and can be given a comforting
word”.—CNS

Our new Southern Cross magazine hopes to live up the pope’s mandate
of Catholic media being “heralds of hope and trust in the future”.

A grandmother and grandchild greet Pope Francis in Romania in 2019.
They are now on the pope’s new prayer card. (Photo: Vatican Media)

POPE Francis’ newest prayer
card, which he hands out to
the people he meets, features

a grandmother and grandchild
from his trip to Romania in 2019.

The pope was moved by the
smile of a woman he saw among
the crowds from his popemobile
in the city of Iai.

Though brief, that moment
made an impression on Pope Fran-
cis, who mentioned her in his
speech soon after, from the square
in front of the Palace of Culture.

“I do not want to neglect to tell
you about an experience I had just
as I was coming into the square,”
he told those gathered  on June 2,
2019. “There was an elderly lady,
quite elderly, a grandmother. In
her arms was a grandchild, about
two months old, not more.

“As I passed by, she showed
him to me,” the pope described.
“She smiled, and smiled with a
knowing smile, as if she was say-
ing to me: ‘Look, now I can
dream!’ I was very moved in that
moment and I didn’t have the
courage to go and bring her up
here.”

Pope Francis tied the encounter
to his message about the impor-
tance of the relationship between
grandparents and grandchildren.

A photo was snapped of the
grandmother and child by a Vati-
can photographer as he passed by,
and now, at the pope’s request, has
been made into a prayer card.

On the back of the card are
Pope Francis’ impromptu com-
ments in Romania about the expe-
rience.—CNA

BY MICHAEL KELLY

AWELL-KNOWN Irish priest
who has been in a dispute
with the Vatican for several

years over his controversial views
has rejected a plan from the Con-
gregation for the Doctrine of the
Faith that would have restored him
to public ministry.

Redemptorist Father Tony Flan-
nery has been forbidden to exercise
public ministry since 2012 after he
was censured for saying that he no
longer believed that “the priest-
hood as we currently have it in the
Church originated with Jesus” or
that he designated “a special group
of his followers as priests”.

The priest revealed on his web-
site that he had been asked by the
Vatican in July to affirm Church
teaching on a number of areas, in-
cluding the inadmissibility of
women for ordination, homosexu-
ality, same-sex relationships and
gender theory.

He said he refused.
Fr Flannery’s announcement

came after an intervention by Re-
demptorist superior-general Fr
Michael Brehl, who wrote to the
doctrinal congregation in February
asking if he could permit Fr Flan-
nery, 73, to return to public min-
istry.

According to documents pub-
lished on Fr Flannery’s website, the
Vatican congregation responded
that he “should not return to pub-
lic ministry prior to submitting a
signed statement regarding his po-
sitions on homosexuality, civil
unions between persons of the
same sex, and the admission of
women to the priesthood”.

Fr Flannery said he was “not
surprised, but disappointed and
saddened” by the Vatican’s re-
sponse.

“In my view, it is a document
that, both in tone and content,
would be more at home in the
19th century. I could not possibly
sign those propositions,” he said.

The priest insisted that the issue
of the ordination of women is now
“freely discussed in the Church”,
saying he has been “on record for
many years now in supporting, in-
deed emphasising the necessity, of
full equality for women, including
ordination. How could I possibly
sign that first proposition?”

Fr Flannery said he felt this was
“the end of the line in terms of
priestly ministry for me. I could
not possibly have any more deal-
ings with a body that produces
such a document. Life is too short,
especially at 73”.—CNS

Redemptorist Father Tony Flannery, who has been barred from public
ministry since 2012. (Photo: Irish Catholic)
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Free will must
lead to love
EVERY creature made by God

has its DNA programmed to
have magnificent design in

shape, size and colour. These crea-
tures are all blessed with special and
mostly unique purposes, skills and
intelligence. 

However, included in this, there
is a scale of divergence. Talents and
shapes and other constituents do
vary. For instance, in the canidae, or
dog family, you will find both bor-
der collies and chihuahuas. They
are both dogs yet with differences.

To further understand the natu-
ral variations, think of a farmer
needing to herd his “not-so-smart”
sheep. He will consider employing
the assistance only of a herding dog
such as the border collie. This very
intricate work requires meticulous
skill. A chihuahua has no innate tal-
ent in this regard and can never be
trained to do such work.

This, of course, does not dimin-
ish or be pejorative to the dignity of
the chihuahua. That’s the way God
decided it should be and neither an-
imal is judgmental or jealous or en-
vious of the other. 

In us humans, things work in a
similar way and we also have vari-
able intelligence and talents but our
gifts are not just instinctive, as are
those of animals.

Humans have a God-given free-
will system that delineates their be-
haviour and, consequently, makes
them accountable and responsible
for applying their intelligence. The
parable of the talents clearly sets the
paradigm for us regarding this re-
quirement (Matthew 25:14-30).

Unfortunately, if we are smarter
or more intelligent than our neigh-
bour, we don’t always thank God
for this but seize the opportunity to
use this gift to belittle and scan-
dalise and hurt that person. “My
survival is paramount! After all, he
or she is less than I.”

So many marriages are ending in
divorce or carrying on as desper-
ately unhappy unions, mostly be-

cause of wicked selfishness. There
are also those who are suffering
from depression and stress, often
caused by other people who are un-
caring and have positions of domi-
nation from which they mistreat
their fellow beings.

This is a time to seriously think
about how we are conducting our-
selves and managing our intelli-
gence and talents. A time to
prayerfully take stock and celebrate
the gifts we have been given and
the clear instruction to “love one
another”.

Tony Meehan, Cape Town

Unfair attack
WHAT was the point of Bishop

Edward Risi’s letter (Septem-
ber 9)? As the editor wrote in his
footnote, The Southern Cross had
explained the reasons for the Vati-
can’s ruling on the invalidity of
certain baptisms in two editions.

What I query is not this ruling
but the lack of guidance by the
Church. Maybe Bishop Risi could
have written more about where we
can turn if we have concerns about
the validity of the sacraments we
have received.

Bishop Risi criticised readers
who raised their concerns by say-
ing that they “demonstrate disre-
gard of the canonical regulations of
the Church regarding the sacra-
ments”, which is an unfair accusa-
tion. This sounds like the old
admonition to the laity to “pay,
pray and obey”.

Also unfair was the bishop’s at-
tack on the editor for doing his job.
I’m glad the editor didn’t respond
in kind but instead wrote a well-
reasoned footnote.   

Paul Collins, Johannesburg

Laws and reason
ON the day I write, the daily

scripture reading has the phrase
from Luke, “a disciple is not above
his teacher”. So I bow to Bishop Ed-
ward Risi’s expertise regarding
canon law and liturgical rubrics
(November 9); I don’t know how
many Catholics who are that famil-
iar with either of those, though. 

What we do know is that many
people were baptised by Catholic
Church ministers who used the in-
correct formula, thereby rendering

the baptism invalid—which in turn
affects other sacraments.

As we saw, if a priest was in-
validly baptised, his ordination is
also invalid, and therefore also most
of the sacraments he administered. 

I still question the analysis and
the procedures applied to these
cases. No sympathetic recommen-
dation has been forthcoming re-
garding the possible plight of those
who have received invalid forms of
sacraments, unknowingly, and who
most likely are unaware of this.

In the same issue of Bishop Risi’s
letter (September 9) is an article by
Fr Ron Rolheiser OMI which I be-
lieve is pertinent in this situation. 

Fr Rolheiser writes: “Laws are
meant to be reasonable, and are
meant to be obeyed in a way that
doesn’t violate rationality and com-
mon sense”, and, “If the law-maker
were here, given the intent of this
law, what would he or she want me
to do in this situation?”

Pope Francis’s comments in Sec-
tions 37 to 46 of “Rejoice and Be
Glad” are perhaps enlightening as
well, especially this: “A healthy and
humble use of reason in order to re-
flect on the theological and moral
teaching of the Gospel is one thing.
It is another to reduce Jesus’ teach-
ing to a cold and harsh logic that
seeks to dominate everything.”

Cecil Cullen, Alberton

Bishop Edward Risi 
responds to the 
letters above:

I APPRECIATE that some readers
would be upset at the way I re-
sponded to the letters on the issue

of the validity of baptism. I was re-
ally expressing my frustration with
the way that the issue had been han-
dled in the media in general and in
The Southern Cross in particular. 

The two documents from the
Vatican, addressed to bishops, were
carefully worded and nuanced so as
not to cause unnecessary concern
to the laity and unnecessarily dis-
turb people. 

At the same time the Vatican was
alerting the attention of the bishops
and giving guidance for pastoral
care by bishops. Hence my appeal
to the editor to be more aware of
the pastoral concerns of the Holy
See for the building up of the faith
of the people.

If anyone for any reason is dis-
turbed by a doubt about the validity
of their baptism, they should com-
municate with their pastor or
bishop. They will receive advice and
assistance.
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LETTERS TO
THE EDITOR

Opinions expressed in The Southern
Cross, especially in Letters to the Editor,
do not necessarily reflect the views of the
Editor or staff of the newspaper, or of the
Catholic hierarchy. 

THE Latin word religare means
“to reconnect”. It refers to
the action of trying to recon-

nect God and Man (and Woman of
course). But what for? What is the
need of it? 

Without religion there are no
grounds for moral behaviour. Self-
ishness will reign. Without a God,
is there a reason to be loving in-
stead of selfish?

There is, of course, an un-
healthy kind of religion that fos-
ters hatred and revenge. But I
speak about healthy religion,

which helps one to be able to look
inside and think and choose what
is best for all and not only for one-
self, what is pleasing to a loving
God, Father of us all.      

I wonder how often might
someone who does not think of
himself as a believer react kindly
in  some difficult situation because
deep within resounded something
he or she learnt sitting at the feet
of some patient grandfather or
grandmother?

It seems that in the modern
world, Christianity is losing ground. 

Decommissioned churches are
being used as gyms or entertain-
ment venues. Much sacrifice goes
into having a well-shaped and at-
tractive body, but for many peo-
ple, there is no time for prayer, to
look inside, to meditate and im-
prove our thought process, our be-
haviour, our capacity to be loving
and kind, and achieving a well-
rounded personality.

So, I wonder, what kind of edu-
cation are we going to give our
next generation? 

Maria Victoria Pereira, Durban

What kind of faith are we passing on?Editor: Günther Simmermacher
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The final editorial
THIS is the last of more than

5200 editorials that have
appeared in The Southern

Cross since the first edition was
published on October 16, 1920.

Back then, founding editor Fr
James Kelly declared a national
Catholic newspaper a necessity to
“to stimulate Catholic life and ac-
tivity in South Africa and to aid
our priests and Catholic laity in
their work of keeping bright and
clear the lamp of Faith”.

Over the next 100 years, The
Southern Cross accomplished this
mandate, sometimes better than
at other times, but always at the
service of the People of God.  

But now this incredible run of
appearing consecutively for more
than 5 200 weeks—through the
Depression, World War II, the up-
heaval of apartheid, the collapse
of the post office, and lately the
coronavirus lockdown and subse-
quent retrenchment of all staff—
is coming to an end.

In the age of digital media,
newspapers are becoming obso-
lete. The Southern Cross held off
the decline in demand for news-
papers longer than many other
publications. But dark clouds
were casting their shadows over
the horizon even before the coro-
navirus pandemic accelerated the
demise of this weekly newspaper.

The idea to transition to a
monthly magazine had already
been mooted, but lockdown
forced our hands. The result is
what we believe to be a vibrant,
exciting and classy monthly
Catholic magazine, still called The
Southern Cross, which will fulfil
the mandate to edify, educate and
entertain.

So as we say farewell to this
great newspaper we are also look-
ing to the future, awaiting with
anticipation The Southern Cross’
new life as a magazine.

But for the moment, we cast a
thankful eye to the past. We recall
Fr Kelly and Fr Leo Sormany OMI,
who first hatched the plan to
launch a national Catholic news-
paper. We recall the editors who
followed Fr Kelly: Mgr John Mor-
ris, Mgr John Colgan, Fr Louis
Stubbs (the longest-serving of
them all, from 1948-72), Mgr
Donald de Beer, Fr Bernard Con-
nor OP, Michael Shackleton—
and, of course, Cardinal Owen
McCann, who edited The Southern
Cross as a young priest from 1941-
48 and again after his retirement
from 1986-92. 

The editors got the glory, but
behind them they had dedicated
journalists as managing editors,

with names like Donovan, Rown-
tree, Murray and Donnelly.

And they in turn were backed
by generations of administrative
staff, some of whom served for
many years in their positions—
and none more so than Pamela
Davids, who has been with The
Southern Cross since she was a
teenager 47 years ago.

And the whole operation was
kept on track by generations of
boards of directors, with the
Robertson, Pothier and Peart fam-
ilies crossing the generations.

The Southern Cross had a galaxy
of world-class writers. The con-
tributors and columnists are too
many to list, but four stand out.
Fr Nicholas King SJ has con-
tributed a fresh reflection on the
Sunday readings every week since
1992. And in Owen Williams, The
Southern Cross featured one of
South Africa’s finest journalists
every week for 24 years.

And it is fitting that the two
towering Catholic clerics of the
20th century, Mgr Frederick Kolbe
and Archbishop Denis Hurley,
wrote for The Southern Cross. 

Mgr Kolbe wrote learned theo-
logical tracts, travelogues and the
“Children’s Corner” (of which
young Denis Hurley, who was
baptised by future Southern Cross
editor Mgr Colgan, was a member
in the 1920s).

Archbishop Hurley wrote as a
participant about the Second Vat-
ican Council for The Southern
Cross—an insider scoop which the
newspaper couldn’t brag about
because he wrote anonymously.

The Southern Cross did much to
serve the community, perhaps
most memorably by being at the
spearhead of the 1950s campaign
to save Catholic schools from
apartheid’s Bantu Education.

Many generations of Catholics
accompanied their newspaper on
that long journey. And over the
past 17 years, many of these read-
ers contributed to the Associates
Campaign, which has helped
keep The Southern Cross to stay
afloat.

Many more readers have given
financial support in the past few
difficult months. It is thanks to
them that The Southern Cross can
live on as a magazine.

The November edition of The
Southern Cross magazine will re-
member these first 100 years,
when we shall look back with a
tear of sadness in our eyes with
which we are nonetheless looking
forward to a bright future. May
there be many more occasions to
celebrate. 

KRUGER PARK with 
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OW I wish! Yes, I wish 
I wish I had given up the 
warmth of my sheets 
on Sunday mornings 

Oh, how I wish 

How I wish I had been able to foresee 
beyond March 2020 and have a glimpse
of what was coming 

Oh, if I had 
If I had foreseen the future, I would have
given up the warmth of my sheets
Oh yes, I would

I would have left the comfort of my
“Cloud Nine” mattress  
Oh, I would
If only I had known that the time would
come when that mattress would lose its
warmth.  

Oh, how I wish
I wish I could turn back the horns of
time,
Oh, if I could 

If I could, I would bring back the times
when I could differentiate Sundays, 
Oh, if I could 

If I could, I would leave the warmth 
of my sheets and embrace the lovely 
Sundays
Yes, I would

I would shiver through the freezing 
winters and embrace the Sundays 
And drive though those rainy Sundays
I would say, “Bring it on!”

How I desperately wish 
I wish I could have had a premonition 
Yes, just a whisper, warning me that those
Sundays were precious 
That one day the same precious Sundays
would become the “must stay at home”
days

Oh, if I had known 
If I had, I would have clung to my lovely
Sundays 
Yes, I would 

Because I would know that one day
I would miss them 
That one day I would be “locked-down”
and not be able to visit my church 

Oh, how I wish I had known 
If only I had known that the “two-metre”
gap 
Yes, that gap I used to leave between 
myself and my fellow congregant,
The same congregant sitting next to me
in church 

How I wish God could have warned me
At least given me a sign that the day
would come  
Yes, the day when I would be forced to
“social distance’’ and stay away from that
fellow congregant.
Today I so I wish I could just see my fel-
low worshippers and sit as to them as I
could. 

Oh, how I still wish I had known!
Only if I had been seer!
If I had been one, I would have foreseen
the future 
Yes, the present future 
Where my ears can no longer hear the
church choir missing the tune while

praising the Lord in church

The current future
Where I can no longer glance at my
watch when the priest is busy with the
homily
Indeed, the new future;
Where I can no longer ignore that fellow
worshipper during the sign of peace

Yes, the current new normal
Where I can no longer rush to my house
when there is a meet and greet in the
church hall;

Oh, how I miss them all 

How I wish I had known that one day
these precious moments would be taken
away
The moments lent to me to wake up on
Sunday to attend Mass
Sitting closer with no two-metre gap be-
tween myself and the person next to me
The voices of the church choir—whether
in or out of tune
The opportunity to sing along with the
choir
The priest’s sermons—whether boring or
inspiring
The opportunity to offer the sign of peace
to fellow congregants
Meeting and sharing smiles with fellow
worshippers after church service   

Alas, did Corona grant our wishes! 
No church 
No singing
No sitting close to other worshippers
No spending a lot of time in church

Corona reminds us of the things we took
for granted 

Now I miss them...

n Serialong Lebasa is a parishioner of Our
Lady of Perpetual Help in Vereeniging. 

Our precious Sundays

A church stands empty during lockdown.
In her poetic reflection, Serialong
Lebasa longs for the opportunity to 
return to Mass—even on cold Sundays. 

I HAVE struggled with lower back pain
ever since I tried impressing some girls
during my early teens. 
I remember that day so clearly. I was

pedalling along on my BMX bike and a
girl whom I fancied passed me on her
way to the corner shop. 

“I just have to impress her”, I thought.
For weeks prior to that I had been prac-
tising some mean flips, twists and wheel-
ies. I thought that would be a way of
wooing the neighbourhood beauty. 

As she passed I did one or two twists
and flips but my excitement got the bet-
ter of me when I lifted too high for the
wheelie. I fell flat on my back, knocking
the wind out of me. 

Besides the embarrassment, I was in a
lot of pain. I did the manly thing and
yelled “Mommy”. For some reason, the
girl was never really interested in me
after that. 

The pain eventually subsided, and as I
continued to up my fitness through
cross-country, athletics and weight train-
ing, the lower back problem never really
affected me. 

That was until one day in my early
twenties I decided to lift my motorbike
up at the back, because I didn’t feel like
turning the handlebar to straighten it
out in our garage. 

A pull, a twist, and the lower back
pain returned—and it was uglier and nas-
tier than before. Just breathing was diffi-
cult, and I walked as though I was in my
late nineties. All the doctor could do was
give me some pain and anti-inflamma-
tory medication. 

Again, the pain subsided, but it re-
turned with a vengeance last year. It was
probably the rush of trying to work,
maintain a household, carry a baby, and
“bulking-up” as much as I could. 

But as we entered lockdown and we
needed to look at life differently, I de-
cided to ease off and to reevaluate the
way I had been treating my body. 

Then, as I browsed on YouTube, I
stumbled across some yoga videos. After
a few days’ thought, I decided to slow
down, to focus on my breathing and to
do a couple of yoga sessions, under the
tuition of YouTube. 

And? And I feel fantastic! The lower
back pain had subsided substantially.
And slowing down has given me a

chance to have deeper conversations
with God, to listen to him speak into my
life. 

The Church’s ‘back pain’
We as Church have experienced much

pain in the past. It may have been our
pomp and circumstance in wanting to
beautify what already was beautiful, or to
complicate things too much with tradi-
tion and canonical errors and truths. 

The Church has suffered. We have suf-
fered in a similar way as my lower back
pain: struggling to breathe as the self-in-
flicted injury begun to fester. But through
all this business, God decided to throw a
spanner in the works—and a global pan-
demic got us to slow down. 

This has given us the opportunity to
dig deeper into our faith: to pray, to read
the Word, to build the domestic Church
in the family, to experience fellowship as
a global Christian Church through the
use of technology to enhance the spread

of the Gospel. 
It has given us a chance as Church to

heal,to  draw closer to God, and to in the
stillness of our lives have deeper conver-
sations with him, and to hear him speak-
ing into our lives. 

I miss the fellowship of my fellow
brothers and sisters, but lockdown has
given us the opportunity to look at how
we do Church differently. 

Perhaps we had complicated things
too much with the gold ornamented
vestments and traditional organ music.
Perhaps we had lost our focus on God by
trying to “stick to the book”. 

Perhaps it’s time we go back to the ba-
sics of worship. 

Perhaps it’s time for us in the stillness
of the world to begin to fellowship once
again as the early Christians did. 

Perhaps it’s a time for our priests to
get out of the comfort of their churches
and celebrate Mass in the homes of the
faithful, and for small faith-sharing com-
munities and groups to help in the dis-
cernment process of you and I. 

And as we begin to understand the
ways in which the Apostles and early
Christians praised and worshipped our
God, we too grow in this understanding
and knowledge of our faith through this
media platform. 

This week marks the end for The
Southern Cross as a weekly newspaper as
it transitions to the format of a monthly
magazine. It’s a time for us Catholics to
embrace the change, to support in the
stillness (and even when things get
busier again) a new format of the
Catholic media platform we know and
love. 

I hope that as we build a stronger re-
lationship with Christ, we will also yearn
for more knowledge in our faith and to
continue supporting The Southern Cross
in another format. 

And in that support, may we be as the
early Christians and spread the Good
News through this medium, for it may
have the answers so many are seeking. 

It’s a time to embrace change

The changes created by the coronavirus
pandemic offer us new opportunities,
Keenan Williams suggests.

Chris Chatteris SJ
Pray with the Pope

General Intention: That the breath of the Holy
Spirit engender a new missionary “spring” in the
Church. 

I WONDER if Pope Francis’ crisp little phrase,
“Christendom no longer exists”, might turn
out to be one of the more prophetic one-lin-

ers of his pontificate. 
The implications of his words are important.

He has tried to debunk an illusion—the illusion
that there is a great swathe of the globe in which
Christianity predominates. In its place, Francis
proposes the radically contrasting notion that
even the traditionally Christian countries
should now be regarded as sites of mission. 

In the Christendom of the late Middle Ages,
the Catholic Church in Europe understood its
role to a great extent as the safeguarding of doc-
trinal order. In this it was aided by the power of

Christian monarchs, and so the
Church tended to support

the political order as
well. 

This was an es-
sentially defen-
sive posture, very
understandable in
the context of the
rise of Islam as
well as various

heresies which threatened the unity of the
Church and Christian society. 

The Church’s cultural influence in this era
were remarkable. In a sense the Church was the
only show in town, and when we gaze upon the
magnificence of the medieval cathedrals of Eu-
rope, we get a glimpse of this. 

Today, however, when according to Francis,
“We are not the only ones who produce culture,
nor are we the first or the most listened to”, our
structures should be missionary rather than
those of maintenance. Today we need to build
Christian communities rather than great cathe-
drals and monasteries—and we need to enlist
everyone, women and men, priests, laypeople
and religious.

Old deference is gone
We can no longer expect the deference of a

previous age. Christianity, says Francis, “espe-
cially in Europe, but also in a large part of the
West, is no longer an obvious foundation of our
common life, but rather it is often denied, de-
rided, marginalised or ridiculed”.  

Pretending that we still call the tune is self-
evidently self-delusional. 

Indeed, national churches where the attempt
was made to shore up a sense of Christendom
through the exercise of cultural or political
power came up very short. One thinks of the
Church in Ireland or Québec where anticlerical
reactions, hardened by the abuse scandal, de-
stroyed a remaining sense of Christendom in a
generation. Poland might be travelling the same
troubled path today.

What we call “missionary work” is therefore
no longer done just “on the missions” in Africa,
Asia and the Americas. It’s done at home, in our
own neighbourhood.

I suspect that many older Catholics who
come out of Western culture hanker after a soci-
ety in which Catholicism is a power in the land
and in which the Church, her ministers and her
religious, receive respect and even a measure of
privilege. 

Their early upbringing took place in what we
might call the “mini-Christendoms” of Catholic
towns, villages and some countries. Certainly,
one gets the impression that this is the secure
background which Benedict XVI fondly remem-
bers—his rural Bavarian upbringing where
Catholicism was the air that people breathed.

The prophetic nature of the pronouncement
of the passing of Christendom is clear in the
light of that old Chinese saying about how the
function of the leader is to give things their cor-
rect names. 

That is what Francis has done. His naming of
the entire globe as “mission territory” is correct,
and therefore an act of real leadership. If we look
around, we know it’s correct. 

And what that means for clergy and religious,
but also for the laity, is that we are all mission-
aries now. “Going out on the missions” isn’t
something someone else does in some faraway
country; it’s every Christian’s business every-
where. In fact it always was, but the continuing
use of the out-of-date terms “Christendom” and
“the missions” obscured the fact.
n Fr Chatteris’ monthly reflections on the pope’s
prayer intentions will continue to run in The South-
ern Cross magazine. 

Keenan 
Williams

Talking Faith Why you are a 
missionary now!

H
Serialong
Lebasa

Point of Reflection
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Sister of Nazareth Virginia Fungisai Mungofa (fourth from left) made her final profession in a
very quiet and simple ceremony at St Mary’s cathedral in Cape Town under lockdown restric-
tions.  Archbishop Stephen Brislin officiated (centre), and Frs Rohan Smuts and Nkululeko
Qokolo provided all the singing and music.

Holy Family College Durban Grade R learners
dressed up for the farm with teacher Mrs
Shange, after the class wrote a book called The
Magic Chicken and her Chick. Learners built
farmhouses using Lego and wooden blocks.

Holy Family College in Durban’s
Grade 8 and 9 learners commemo-
rated the feast of the Exaltation of
the Cross. Learners decorated a
cross with thanksgiving prayers
and flowers during religion les-
sons, meditated on the Gospel of
John 3:13-17, and discussed how
the impact of God’s great love
makes us fully alive and people of
hope.  Learners processed around
the school, keeping to social dis-
tancing rules, with the cross, can-
dles and bells to give glory to God
for his love. Head altar server
Francine ended the feast day cele-
bration by reading the Gospel. 

St Teresa’s Primary School in
Craighall Park, Johannesburg, 
celebrated the warmer weather with
Spring Day civvies and activities.
Learners dressed up in bright spring
colours, enjoyed writing spring
acrostic poems and making spring
baskets decorated with colourful
flowers. They also brought 
donations of toothpaste, t
oothbrushes, soap, facecloths, body 
lotions, roll-on deodorants and cash
for the Sizanani outreach 
programme. Sizanani cares for 
orphans, vulnerable children, the 
disabled and the elderly in 
disadvantaged communities. 

From left: Raphaella Dobson and Sofia Fernandez (Grade 3) decorating
their spring baskets

From left: Mwandu Chola and Leah Davis (Grade 3) show off their spring
baskets 

Holy Family College in Durban’s Grade 10 geography learners made
posters and did a presentation on how they felt about xenophobia in their
Community. 



CONGRATULATING ourselves
on our Covid response is a
double-edged sword.   

There are no longer reports of
unmanaged queues for Covid test-
ing. Field hospitals are being
closed. There is no demand for
ventilators. The economy is re-
opening. The population still
wears masks and sanitises with few
complaints. 

President Cyril Ramaphosa, an-
nouncing the move to Lockdown
Level 1 last week, stated: “The
move recognises that levels of in-
fection are relatively low and that
there is sufficient capacity in our
health system to manage the cur-
rent need.”

Focusing on the future, he
added: “It is therefore vital that we
move with urgency to rebuild our
economy, to restore growth and to
create jobs.” 

Indeed, of the 655 572
confirmed cases, recover-
ies of 585 303 translate to
a remarkable recovery rate
of 89,3%. And while every
death is a tragedy, the
total number of Covid-re-
lated deaths stands at only
15 772; contrary to the
gloomy outlook, a few
months ago, of predicted
deaths in the hundreds of
thousands. 

If, however, the health
crisis is being managed,
then the time of “can’t be-
cause of Covid” is no longer ac-
ceptable. 

There is no longer any excuse to
not deal with the looting of the
state during and before the pan-
demic. 

There is no longer any excuse
for not implementing the National
Development Plan 2030. 

There is no longer any excuse
for accepting poor performances of
politicians and officials who have
hidden behind a “lockdown of
threats” and the excuse of “we
can’t because of Covid”. 

There is no excuse for the lack
of implementation of the White
Paper on Families (2013).

Unsurprisingly the term “social
compact” has crept back into the
language of politicians and public
officials alike. If the population
cannot be subdued by pandemic
concerns, then a reminder of the
social contract between govern-
ment and the people becomes a
useful tool. 

At a recent Womens’ Day
speech, President Ramaphosa trot-
ted out the same-old-same-old:
“Today we commit to a new social
compact with the women of this
country informed by our collective
commitment to gender equal-
ity”—even as the daily incidents of
rape, murder, kidnapping and mu-
tilation told another story of the
publically stated gender-violence
pandemic.

Rethink social compact 
South Africa might never en-

counter a second Covid wave, and
even if this transpires, the country
surely has the infrastructure and
experience to manage the ongoing
pandemic. Thus, now is the time
for the family sector to rethink the

social compact and bar-
gain robustly at the ne-
gotiating table. 

The lockdown high-
lighted the need for ca-
pable and resilient
families who are able to
manage strained house-
hold budgets, education
of children, care for vul-
nerable members, and
deal with conflict and
violence at the house-
hold level. 

The family sector,
comprising voters and
citizens, must therefore

go to the negotiating table with a
clear agenda of pro-family policies
and service delivery mechanisms
that will strengthen households
and families.

The South African family is de-
fined as and comprises not only
the nuclear family (mother, father
and children), but also single par-
ent, multi-generational, grandpar-
ent, same-sex and sibling families.
Family is a broad concept; thus
pro-family requires being support-
ive of the range of families within
the country. 

As rights holders of family pol-
icy, the sector also needs to ensure
that the needs of families are part
of the current economic debates,
where the impact on end-users
somehow gets omitted from plan-
ning and budgeting processes. 

Economists and policymakers
need to be reminded that eco-
nomic matters cannot and should
not be pursued at the expense of
social matters. Economic policy
that is separated from social policy
merely kicks the ball of poverty
further down the road. 

Pro-family policy needs to guide
laws, programmes, public inter-
ventions and household support
to promote and enhance family
life, marital unions, reproduction,
raising children, intergenerational
care and building capability. Fam-

ilies must be supported where they
are already thriving, but also
strengthened where they are under
threat.

The National Development
Plan 2030 specifies the social com-
pact as an “agreement among indi-
vidual people in a society or
between the people and their gov-
ernment that outlines the rights
and duties of each party while
building national solidarity”. 

Pro-family means support
From the service delivery per-

spective, the duties of government
are clearly detailed in the 14 Prior-
ity Outcomes to achieve the Na-
tional Development Plan. 

These include, among others,
education and health, safety, em-
ployment through inclusive

growth, improved quality of house-
hold life and one which is particu-
larly poignant in these Covid
times: a comprehensive, responsive
and sustainable social protection
system. 

These are all very family-fo-
cused priorities. 

The problem with the social
compact, however, is that in the
main we do not live as individuals. 

We live in households, mainly
with family. Our individual con-
cerns and needs extend to the
group of people who are our affili-
ated unit of function. 

In a democracy, though individ-
uals might vote for their political
representatives, social activity (in-
cluding voting) is almost never
completely individual. Family-
functioning and family relations
support decisions, growth and de-
velopment (or not, to the detri-
ment of the individual). 

While pro-family policy can in-
fluence family wellbeing when
government is a committed part-
ner, families themselves need to
recognise their own agency. The
response strategy for families out-
lined in the White Paper focuses
on promotion of family life, family
strengthening and family preserva-
tion. 

Within the social compact the
family sector as rights holders
must ensure that it lobbies for pro-
family policies and services to “im-
prove the capacities of families
and their members to establish so-
cial interactions which make a
meaningful contribution towards a
sense of community, social cohe-
sion and national solidarity”.

The current study of the Family
International Monitor on Family
and Poverty offers valuable guid-
ing principles in addressing capa-
bility and functioning. 

The primary relational system
of family care, education and
economy, as well as the ability to
be active citizens for pro-family
policy, are important factors in
achieving wellbeing. 

By focusing on the relational
factors that determine family capa-
bility, the study is a powerful re-
minder that the family sector
cannot and must not see itself as a
silent partner on the other side of
the negotiating table. 
n Imelda Diouf is the director of the
Sekwele Centre for Family Studies.

Now that the worst of the
coronavirus crisis seems to
be behind us, it’s time to
place a focus on families,
argues IMELDA DIOUF.

Now is the time to focus on families

As we start to move forward from the coronavirus lockdown, govern-
ment no longer has any excuse for not dealing with urgent matters.
And among those, it has to treat family policies as a priority, argues
Imelda Diouf.
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SEPTEMBER 30 will mark the1 600th anniversary of the
death of the saint who trans-

lated the Bible into Latin.
St Jerome was a priest

renowned for his extraordinary
depth of learning. He is regarded
as a Doctor of the Church by the
Catholic Church, Eastern Ortho-
dox, Lutheran and Anglican
Churches.
Besides his contributions as a

Church Father and patronage of
subsequent Catholic scholarship,
Jerome is also regarded as a patron
of people with difficult personali-
ties—owing to the sometimes ex-
treme approach which he took in
articulating his scholarly opinions
and the teaching of the Church. 
He is also notable for his devo-

tion to the ascetic life, and for his
insistence on the importance of
Hebrew scholarship for Christians.
Born around 347 as Eusebius

Hieronymous Sophronius in Stri-
don, present-day Croatia, Jerome
received Christian catechism from
his father, who sent him to Rome
for instruction in rhetoric and
classical literature. 

Jerome’s youth was dominated
by a struggle between worldly pur-
suits—which brought him into
many types of temptation, includ-
ing sexual experimentation—and
the inclination to a life of faith, a
feeling evoked by regular trips to
the Roman catacombs with his
friends in the city.
His lifestyle caused him a lot of

guilt. Jerome would write: “Often
I would find myself entering those
crypts, deep dug in the earth, with
their walls on either side lined
with the bodies of the dead, where
everything was so dark that al-
most it seemed as though the
Psalmist’s words were fulfilled,
‘Let them go down quick into
hell.’ 
“Here and there the light, not

entering in through windows, but
filtering down from above
through shafts, relieved the horror
of the darkness. But again, as soon
as you found yourself cautiously
moving forward, the black night
closed around and there came to
my mind the line of Virgil, ‘On all
sides round horror spread wide;
the very silence breathed a terror
on my soul’.”

Jerome the intellectual
Baptised in 360 by Pope

Liberius, Jerome travelled widely
among the monastic and intellec-
tual centres of the newly Christian
empire. 
Upon returning to the city of

his birth, following the end of a
local crisis caused by the Arian

heresy, he moved again to study
theology in the famous schools of
Trier in what is now Germany, and
worked closely with two other fu-
ture saints, Chromatius and He-
liodorus, who were outstanding
teachers of orthodox theology.
Seeking a life more akin to the

first generation of “Desert Fa-
thers”, Jerome left his home at the
Adriatic for a final time and trav-
elled east to Syria in 373, visiting
several Greek cities of civil and ec-
clesiastical importance on the way
to his real destination. 
“A wild and stony desert...to

which, through fear or hell, I had
voluntarily condemned myself,
with no other company but scor-
pions and wild beasts,” he would
recall.
Jerome’s letters vividly chroni-

cle the temptations and trials he
endured during several years as a
desert hermit. 
Nevertheless, his reluctant ordi-

nation by the bishop of Antioch
in 379 was followed by periods of
study in Constantinople and serv-
ice in Rome, Jerome opted perma-
nently for a solitary and ascetic
life in the city of Bethlehem from
the mid-380s.

The pope’s secretary
But before that he climbed the

ecclesiastical ladder in Rome as
the secretary of Pope Damasus I.
Jerome remained engaged both

as an arbitrator and disputant of
controversies in the Church.
Pope Damasus also commis-

sioned the Vulgate—the authora-
tive translation of the Bible into
Latin—from him. Jerome spent
15 years translating most of the
Hebrew and Greek texts of the
Bible. 
Jerome undertook to learn He-

brew from a Christian monk who
had converted from Judaism.
Somewhat unusually for a 4th-
century Christian priest, he also
studied with Jewish rabbis, striv-
ing to maintain the connection
between Hebrew language and
culture, and the emerging world
of Greek and Latin-speaking
Christianity. 
In Rome Jerome was sur-

rounded by a circle of upper-class
women, notably the widows Lea,
Marcella and Paula, and Paula’s
daughters Eustochium and Blae-
silla. Under his guidance, they
sought the monastic life. That
earned Jerome much hostility
from Rome’s society and clergy.
Rumours were circulated that he
and Paula were having an affair.
In turn, Jerome was not shy to

criticise the clergy. His harsh tem-
perament and biting criticisms of

his intellectual opponents made
him many enemies in the Church
and in Rome. 
When Pope Damasus died on

December 10, 384, Jerome lost his
protector. In August 385 he left
Rome for good. 

Coming to Bethlehem
He first moved back to Antioch

and then to Egypt before settling
in Bethlehem in 388.
There he established a

monastery, and his followers Paula
and Eustochium set up a pilgrims’
centre.
Materially supported by Paula,

for the remaining 34 years of his
life Jerome lived and worked in a
cave very near to the spot where
Jesus was born. That cave is now a
small chapel below the Catholic St
Catherine’s church, next to the
basilica of the Nativity.
It is there that he did the bulk

of translations for the Vulgate,  his
famous scriptural commentaries,
and his biographies of 135 early
Christians.
And it is there where his

polemics against the Pelagian
heresy attracted a violent attack in
416, in which a deacon was killed.
Jerome loved life in Bethlehem.

Writing about the pilgrims’ centre,
he said: “Here bread and herbs,
planted with our own hands, and
milk, all country fare, furnish us
plain and healthy food. 
“In summer the trees give us

shade. In autumn the air is cool
and the falling leaves restful. In
spring our psalmody is sweeter for
the singing of the birds. We have
plenty of wood when winter snow
and cold are upon us. 
“Let Rome keep its crowds, let

its arenas run with blood, its cir-

cuses go mad, its theatres wallow
in sensuality...” 
Jerome also loved being so near

to the birthplace of Jesus, but had
trenchant opinions about its ap-
pearance in the church of the Na-
tivity: “If I could only see that
manger in which the Lord lay!
Now, as if to honour the Christ,
we have removed the poor one
and placed there a silver one;
however, for me the one which
was removed is more precious.”
But his focus was on the Christ

of Scriptures.
Jerome once said: “I interpret as

I should, following the command
of Christ: ‘Search the Scriptures,’
and ‘Seek and you shall find’. For
if, as Paul says, Christ is the power
of God and the wisdom of God,
and if the man who does not
know Scripture does not know the
power and wisdom of God, then
ignorance of Scriptures is igno-
rance of Christ.”
And from that Scripture must

flow a sense of charity.
In a series of talks on the saint

in 2007, Pope Benedict XVI
quoted St Jerome as emphasising
that “the Gospel must be trans-
lated into attitudes of true charity
because the Person of Christ is
present in every human being”.
St Jerome, the pope said,

“makes it clear that ‘it is yours to
clothe Christ in the poor, to visit
him in the sick, to feed him in the
hungry, to shelter him in the
homeless’”. 
After living through both Bar-

barian invasions of the Roman
empire, and a resurgence of riots
sparked by doctrinal disputes in
the Church, Jerome died in his
Bethlehem monastery on Septem-
ber 30, 420.

This was St Jerome
On the 1 600th anniversary
of the death of St Jerome,
one of the pivotal figures in
the growth of Christianity,
we look back at his life and
times.

A mosaic at the altar in the chapel of St Jerome below St Catherine’s
church in Bethlehem depicts Ss Eustochium, Paula, Jerome and his
successor Eusebius. The chapel is the cave in which St Jerome lived
and translated the Bible into Latin.

St Jerome, who is also known as Hieronymus, presides over the
courtyard of St Catherine’s church in Bethlehem, which is adjacent to
the church of the Nativity. (Photos: Günther Simmermacher)
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WHILE the world is blan-
keted by the invisible
coronavirus, we find this

uninvited intrusion has hit the
economy of all nations, causing
unemployment and even home-
lessness.
For the past half-year or so, the

question posed globally has been:
“Can’t God intervene and bring
all this to a close?” Of course he
can! It would be no problem for
the Almighty. 
But should we rather not turn

to his word in sacred Scripture, the
simple Bible, and hear what he of-
fers us. 

“My thoughts are not your
thoughts, my ways are not your
ways. It is the Lord who speaks” (Isa-
iah 55:8). 
Of course the Lord desires the

best for his people. Didn’t he cre-
ate us for his glory? Didn’t he take
on human flesh in order to die for
us? So why, Lord, the delay in an-
swering the prayer of millions? 
Now, as believing Christians,

baptised in the Holy
Spirit, we must con-
cede that the all-know-
ing, all wise Creator
knows the why and the
when and the how, for
he is the Lord of eter-
nity and the Lord of
time. 

“I know the plans I
have in mind for you...
plans for peace and not
for disaster” (Jeremiah
29:11). 
Is he not asking his people to

trust him, talk to him—and wait
patiently for his reply?

“Our sufferings call for patience,
and we know patience brings perse-
verance, and perseverance brings
hope” (Romans 5:4). 
Patience! Is that the response

God demands of his believing
Christians? Could it be that sim-
ple? 
If that is what we think, then

we have missed the point. 
“He who moves too quickly will

miss his way” (Proverbs 15:18). 
We do not associate with the

so-called “patience” of the Stoics
(with their artificial disinterest to
all things); nor the millions who
are indifferent to all things, apa-
thetic, uncaring, dispensed of all
obligations; or even the Buddhist
who lives detached from reality
and does not profess a supernatu-
ral motive. 

Wait for the Lord
The patience that is required

from Christians is one of the gifts
of the Spirit, a supernatural gift—
in fact, a holy patience. It requires
waiting for the Lord with total
trust and deep Christian faith, and
thus avoiding rash judgments, er-
roneous decisions, hasty move-
ment leading to ruin and disaster,
bitter anger, bad temper, and quar-
relling. 
“Better patience than pride! Do

not be quickly provoked in the spirit,
for anger resides in the hearts of
fools” (Ecclesiastes 7:9). 
This holy patience is not only

the ability to wait but also the
ability to keep a good attitude
while waiting. And there are very
many biblical texts to support this
manner of waiting for the Lord,
with unshakeable faith and quiet
prayerful serenity. 

“Wait on the Lord: be of good
courage, and he shall strengthen your
heart: wait, I say, on the Lord”
(Psalm 27:14). 

One should not rush a treas-
ured hope which harbours some
eternal value. We are asked not to
rush God’s timing, and just be-
cause it’s not happening right now
does not mean it never will. 
The prophet Habakkuk says this

so well: “For the vision is for its
appointed time, it hastens towards
its end and it will not lie; al-
though it may take some time,
wait for it, for come it certainly
will before too long” (2:3). And
Psalm 33:9 tells that “his own de-
signs will stand forever; the plans

of his heart from age to
age”. 
We know that Jacob

served Laban for seven
years to win Rachel as
his bride; yet it seemed
like only a few days be-
cause of his love for her
(Genesis 29:20). A good
lesson indeed: Do not
count the days, rather
let every day count.
We have a legitimate

and deep yearning for
good things to happen in our
lives; however we still have the
devil to contend with, and he has
other ideas. Satan is able to answer
your prayers in his way—but it
will be a perversion of what you
asked for. 
We follow the devil’s guid-

ance—the easy way—and rush
into poor decisions, often blaming
God for “taking too long”. How
easily we forget that God is God.
“Be still and know that I AM

God” (Psalm 46).
God never takes too long, for

he is the Lord of time. We are fool-
ish to pretend that we are wiser
than he is.
Often people are “angry with

God”, but they are actually angry
with themselves for not listening
and not waiting! Wrong and hasty
decisions hurt and lead to anger,
frustration, and quarrels. St Paul
knew this when he asserted that
“when self-indulgence is at work,
you will find envy, jealousy, bad
temper and quarrels” (Galatians
5:15).
So it’s better to turn to his

counsel: “Since the Spirit is our
life, let us be directed by the Spirit,
in love, patience and self-control”
(Galatians 5:22).
Christ calmly stills the storm

while Satan will rush us into chaos
and disillusionment. Holy pa-
tience is the necessary supernatu-
ral virtue in the face of an
invisible enemy like the coron-
avirus. For when all human efforts
fail to meet the challenge
overnight, then it is this patience,
this total surrender to his power,
that provides the only meaningful
answer. 

Let God take over
Let it go, let God take over.

That’s a beautiful expression but it
is also packed with many ir-
refutable conditions: “Seek first
the kingdom of God and his jus-
tice, and all you need will be given
you” (Matthew 5). “Unless the

Lord builds the house, we labour
in vain” (Psalm 127). 
We are all fully aware that our

sinful human nature makes that
surrender extremely difficult. How
often don’t we grow impatient
having to wait for somebody, or
when we suffer some illness for a
long time, or even when we en-
dure tedious company and con-
versation, to the point of tears? 
Yet the masters of the spiritual

life tell us that all this is rooted in
our self-professed sovereignty of
self, an egocentric attitude, a type
of self-importance. 
That inordinate stress attached

to certain pursuits is not allowing
for the laws of nature and the
dominating order of time. Basi-
cally, we live in denial of our crea-
turehood, our finite status, our
vulnerability, our utter depend-
ence on a Being far greater than
ourselves. 
Seemingly, there’s a false belief

in our supremacy over the uni-
verse. The Christian teaching on
patience respects the hierarchy of
values and the art of waiting. 
Christians are meant to re-

strain themselves when their
goals are not speedily achieved or
when their friends disappoint in
their promises. In such situations,
the emotional response should
not be anger, bitterness or rude
impatience, but the call and op-
portunity for charity and holy pa-
tience. 

“The Lord takes delight in those
who fear him and wait for his mercy”
(Psalm 147:11).

God handles the timing 
Patience is an integral compo-

nent in a life centred in Christ. We
naturally make mistakes, and we
will stumble a number of times,
yet we pursue high ideals with
Christian zeal and holy patience,
ever acknowledging that God is
truly in charge. 
Of course, he will never answer

our prayer which acts against our
salvation; in fact, the Lord will
deny you one thing in order to
present you with something far
more beautiful and useful. 
Pierre Teilhard de Chardin ad-

vised: “Trust the slow workings of
God…give the Lord the benefit of

your believing that his hand is
leading you.”
While we Christians pursue

Truth, we trust God to handle the
when and the how. All things of
supernatural value, such as holy
patience, deserve time and appli-
cation. Ask saints like Peter, Paul,
Francis, Augustine and all the
Apostles! 
Take another look at the loving,

patient father and his prodigal son
in the parable recounted in Luke
15. We must recognise the sover-
eignty of God and the law of na-
ture, and acknowledge that we are
only a small part of this incredible
creation. You just never know why
God is protecting you or what or
whom he is saving you from!

“I waited patiently for the Lord to
decide…and he heard my cry”
(Psalm 40:1).
As we face daily the extreme

sacrifices made to meet the restric-
tions demanded by the pandemic
and their long-term consequences,
let us accept holy patience, total
trust in God, prayer and repen-
tance as our very best response
while our doctors and scientists
work together for a medical solu-
tion.
We are well served to follow

Paul’s advice to the Romans: “We
must be joyful in hope, patient in
affliction, faithful in prayer
(12:12) and must ever hope—since
we are not yet saved, it is some-
thing we must wait for with pa-
tience” (8:25).

n Fr Ralph de Hahn is a priest of the
archdiocese of Cape Town. He will con-
tinue to write occasionally in the new
Southern Cross magazine.
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Pandemic: The pursuit of holy patience 
After more than half a year
of the Covid-19 pandemic,
we are losing patience and
seek a quick fix. But FR
RALPH DE HAHN explains
why as Christians, we need
to exercise holy patience. 

Christ calmly
stills the storm
while Satan will

rush us into
chaos and 

disillusionment 

A man wears a facemask as he prays in a church. In his article, Fr
Ralph de Hahn counsels us to a holy patience, in which we let God
guide us as we prayerfully trust him.
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PASCHAL Uche woke up early
on the morning of September
18, 2010—a day that would

change his life. 
He needed to set off in good

time in order to pass through se-
curity at the event he was attend-
ing in central London.
The 21-year-old hopped on the

Tube near his home in Stratford,
East London, and headed towards
Westminster. On the way there, he
began to see more and more
young people heading in the same
direction: towards a meeting with
Pope Benedict XVI after Mass at
Westminster cathedral.
“I remember being there at the

Mass and being really wowed by
the liturgy, and all that was hap-
pening,” he said in an interview
for a forthcoming EWTN Vaticano
programme marking ten years
since the German pope’s electrify-
ing visit to Britain. 
“And as I was praying after

Holy Communion, just taking in
the wonder of being there that
day, I got tapped on the shoulder
and someone said: ‘It’s time now
to come out and to welcome the
Holy Father on behalf of the
young people.’”
Dressed in a sky-blue sweatshirt

with the name of his diocese on

the back, Paschal was ushered into
the brilliant sunshine on the
cathedral steps. The pope stood a
few metres away from him. In the
piazza before him were 2 500
young Catholics.
A startled commentator for the

Sky News network exclaimed: “The
children are going wild with ex-
citement.”
Addressing the pope on behalf

of youngsters in England, Wales
and Scotland, Paschal said: “Pope
John Paul II said that our faith is a
noble and authentic adventure.
And we really desire for other
young people to experience this. It
is our prayer that your visit in-
spires us to be saints, saints of the
third millennium.”
The crowd exploded in cheers

and applause. Pope Benedict
smiled. Paschal seemed taken
aback by the rapturous reaction.
“Holy Father, for many of us,

before today you were a face on
television or a picture in a church.
“But today we behold you face-

to-face, and on behalf of the
Catholic youth of this great nation
I would like to express my pro-
found and heartfelt gratitude for
your visit. Thank you, and may
God bless you.”
With that, he was led over to

the pope, who patted him on the
shoulder and then clasped his
hand as they exchanged a few pri-
vate words. 

A decade later...
Last month, almost ten years

on from that memorable day,
Paschal Uche was ordained to the
priesthood. 
It was the end of a long journey

for the young man who became,
from that moment in 2010 on-
wards, a kind of figurehead for
young Catholics in Britain. 
Fr Uche was ordained on Au-

gust 1 by Bishop Alan Williams at
Brentwood cathedral in Essex. The

Mass featured a cantor and drum-
mers from the Blessed Cyprian
Tansi Choir, reflecting Fr Uche’s
Nigerian heritage.
At the end of the ordination

ceremony, Bishop Williams read a
letter from Benedict XVI. In it, the
pope emeritus expressed his de-
light at the ordination and said
that he would pray for Fr Uche,
commending him to Mary, the
mother of Christ.
The diocese of Brentwood’s

website reported that afterwards Fr
Uche said: “I felt that the occasion
was so much bigger than us—it
was about the Universal Church.
The connection to the papal visit
with the letter from Pope Benedict
was a lovely thing to have hap-
pened. Those are the things you
hold on to.” 
He recalled: “When I greeted

him all those years ago, I told him
in a private moment that I was
thinking about priesthood, and he
said he would pray for me. I wrote
to him twice about the ordination
and had no response. But when
my mother wrote, a reply came. It
was a bit like the miracle at Cana!”

Personal connection
In his interview with EWTN

GB, Fr Uche recalled that he had
felt a personal connection to
Benedict XVI even before he
began speaking.
“So I remember looking over at

him and then looking to my script
there, getting ready to read. And
then as I glanced back to him, he
was very focused on me. And it
changed the whole dynamic, I
think, of the talk, of the speech,
because I felt I was really address-

ing him and he was really receiv-
ing that,” he said. 
Fr Uche noted that when Pope

Benedict leaned in to greet him,
they had brushed faces, giving the
young man a sense of the pope’s
“great gentleness” and a grandfa-
therly spirit. 
“He went on to ask me a bit

about myself—and again: that
sense of him being interested in
who I was. He didn’t know me
from anywhere, but I really felt
there was a warmth and a gentle-
ness to his character,.”
In the following days, he was

inundated with Facebook friend
requests and messages from peo-
ple saying how touched they were
by the event.
Fr Uche described it as “a mo-

ment of the Holy Spirit”, saying
that he had been fortunate to be
“the instrument” through which
young Catholics expressed their
sense of connection to the pope.
“My friends and family were

extremely proud. And even to this
day, if you come into my house,
there’s a picture of myself and the
Holy Father as you go up the
stairs,” he said. 
In the wake of his ordination,

Fr Uche has been assigned to the
parish of St James the Less and St
Helen in Colchester, after spend-
ing the summer at Our Lady of
Lourdes in Wanstead. 
He said that to this day, wher-

ever he goes he is introduced as
“the one who met the pope”.
“And while that’s a point of

laughter,” he said, “it’s [also] a
point of great joy, I think for my-
self and for us all, that the Holy
Father came to us.”—CNA

Greeting Pope Benedict XVI
during the papal visit to
Britain in 2010 changed a
young man’s life. Today, ten
years later, he is a Catholic
priest.
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Meeting a pope set off path to priesthood

Fr Paschal Uche, who was ordained in August, almost ten years after he was chosen to address Pope
Benedict XVI during the pontiff’s visit to Britain in September 2010. (Photo from CNA) 

Flashback: Pope Benedict XVI meets young people during his visit to
England in September 2010.
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This cross-stitch, which records the concepts we have become familiar with during the coronavirus pandemic, was made by Sr Margaret
Craig, regional superior of Nazareth House Africa Region. She made it in the evenings during the lockdown to depict “the strange times we
are living in”. It is suitable that this artwork, which captures a historic moment, should feature prominently in the final weekly edition of The
Southern Cross, a newspaper that was developed during a global pandemic a century ago and ceases to be a weekly newspaper during a
global pandemic. 

New history captured in cross-stitch
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AFTER he had risen from the
dead, Jesus went west. On
his way he struck up a con-

versation with two men, possibly
a man and his son (Lk 24:13-27;
Mk 16:12-13). 
Luke names one of them,

Clopas (or Cleopas). He is tradi-
tionally thought to be the same
Clopas whose wife was one of the
Marys who stood at the foot of the
cross. The identity of the other
man is obscure; according to tradi-
tion it was Clopas’ son Simeon,
who later became the long-serving
bishop of Jerusalem. 
Of all holy sites associated with

Christ, Emmaus is the most diffi-
cult to pinpoint. There are at least
four places that might be the real
Emmaus. 
The most famous of them is at

the Trappist monastery at Latroun,
about 30km from Jerusalem
(which is quite a long walk,
whether you are a distraught dis-
ciple or a risen Christ). 
Latroun’s claim goes back to

the 4th century, when St Jerome
wrote that a church had been built
on top of Clopas’ house at this
place, which in the first century
was indeed known as Emmaus. 
By 220, the place had a new

name, Nicropolis. The Crusaders
stopped here, their last resting po-
sition before taking Jerusalem in
1099, but by then the tradition as-
sociating the place with Emmaus
had been lost. 
It was rediscovered only in the

19th century by the biblical
scholar Edward Robinson. Later an
apparition reported by Sr Mariam
of Jesus Crucified, a Carmelite nun
in Bethlehem who lived from
1846 to 1977, confirmed for many
the site’s authenticity. 
By then it was just an ordinary

Muslim village, known as Imwas—
which does have a phonetic re-
semblance to the name
“Emmaus”. After the 1967 Six-Day
War, Israel razed the village, on
the orders of the future Israeli
prime minister and Nobel Peace
laureate Yitzhak Rabin.

Franciscan Emmaus
The Franciscan Emmaus is

11km north-west of Jerusalem at
the village of el-Qubeibeh. 
When the Crusaders arrived in

the Holy Land, they found the re-
mains of an old Roman fort
named Castellum Emmaus. They
built a church there, the founda-
tions of which still exist. The Fran-
ciscans took possession of the site
in 1335, but the current church
(which follows the outlines of the
Crusader structure) was inaugu-
rated only in 1902. 
Inside the church, one can see

parts of a Roman road and the re-
mains of what pilgrims are told is
Clopas’ house. 
During the Second World War,

the Franciscan Emmaus served as
an internment camp for Italians
and Germans. 
This Emmaus is difficult to

reach since the Jewish settlers of
Har Adar, living on land taken
from Palestinians, unilaterally
blocked off a road used by the
Arab villagers of el-Qubeibeh, who
are now forced to make a long de-
tour on a terrifyingly treacherous
road to travel from and to their
village. 
A third putative Emmaus is in

the remarkable village of Abu
Ghosh, also 11km from Jerusalem,
on the road to Jaffa. The Crusaders
decided that this was also a good
spot to peg Emmaus, called it
Castellum Emmaus, and built a
church there (the name Abu
Ghosh, the name of a local robber
family, came much later). 
After the Crusaders were driven

out of the Holy Land, the Muslims
used the church as a stable. It has
been lovingly restored, with the
Benedictine St Mary of the Resur-
rection monastery, famous for its
Vespers, built next to it. 
To the village’s west, a huge

statue of the Madonna and Child
heralds the Church of Our Lady of
the Ark of the Covenant. Built in
1924, it stands on the reputed site
of the house of Abinadab where
the Ark of the Covenant was said
to have been kept for 20 years be-
fore King David took it to
Jerusalem.
The fourth possible Emmaus

has no shrine, but is considered by
some scholars to be the most prob-
able site. Colonia is situated 6km
outside Jerusalem’s Old City. The
Jewish historian Josephus Flavius
reported that the colony was being

established at a place called Am-
maous, which is phonetically close
to the name Emmaus. 
Modern excavations have re-

vealed that there was a wealthy
Jewish settlement there in the first
century—but absolutely no Chris-
tian tradition to identify this as
the biblical Emmaus. 
Perhaps none of these sites is

the real Emmaus. It may well be
that one day an excavation will re-
veal the place where the risen
Christ and the two disciples broke
bread. There are many mysteries
still asleep below the ground,
waiting to be discovered.

Christ went west
There is a certain symbolism in

the Risen Lord taking a west-
bound route after rising from the
dead. As he caught up with the
two disciples, Christ was walking
in the direction of Joppa, or Jaffa,
on the Mediterranean coast; a part
of the land he never visited. 
With Jaffa we associate the

story of Jonah and the whale, a
parable of a resurrection. And
westbound is one of the directions
in which the Gospel would spread
most fruitfully: towards Corinth
and Salona, Carthage and Seville,
and, of course, towards Rome.
Today Jaffa is a suburb of Tel

Aviv. It still has a considerable
Palestinian population, as the

mosques testify, whereas Tel Aviv
is entirely Jewish, mostly of the
secular variety. 
Before the 1940s, Jaffa was a

bustling Palestinian port town.
With Israel’s statehood the Pales-
tinian residents of the Old City,
about 100 000 Muslims and Chris-
tians, were expelled or fled in the
face of threats. Of Jaffa’s 46 000
residents today, about a third are
Palestinian. 
Archaeological evidence sug-

gests that Jaffa was inhabited
around 7500 years BC. The town is
believed to be the world’s oldest
port; its harbour has been used
continuously since the Bronze Age. 
Today’s few remaining local

fishermen fear that they are being
pushed out by property developers
who are planning a waterfront;
should the fishing harbour close,
a thread that goes back at least
4 000 years might be broken. 

History changed
One brief incident in Jaffa, dur-

ing St Peter’s stay there, changed
the world fundamentally. 
One moment the leader of the

budding Jewish sect that followed
the executed Jesus of Nazareth was
a devout Jew, the next moment he
went into a trance on the rooftop
of a house owned by Simon the
Tanner (Acts 10:9-16). When he
awoke from it, the Christian
Church was reborn. 
It came to Peter in a vision

from God that the Kingdom
promised by Jesus should be open
to all, Jews and Gentiles alike. And
so the traditionalist Peter came to
acquiesce in the notion that Gen-
tiles should be allowed to join the
nascent Church, as his colleague
Paul and others had so forcefully
argued. 
Next he went to Caesarea to re-

ceive the centurion Cornelius into
the Jesus Movement which, with
that act, ceased to be a Jewish de-
nomination. 
It seems appropriate that Jaffa’s

lighthouse should have been oper-
ated for many years from the site
of Simon the Tanner’s house: a
lighthouse shining its illumina-
tion at the place where Peter had
his moment of clarity, literally
shining from above. 
Built in 1875, the lighthouse

guided vessels, including pilgrim
ships, safely to the shore—neces-
sarily, because the coast around
Jaffa can be tricky to navigate. It
was traditionally operated by an
Armenian Christian family, the
Zakarians.
Jaffa is also the place where

Peter is said to have resurrected
the seamstress Tabitha, one of the
leading Christians in the town
(Acts 9:36-42). 
So it is right that two churches

in Jaffa are dedicated to St Peter: a
Greek Orthodox church on the
site traditionally connected to the
raising of Tabitha, and the
Catholic church of St Peter, near
Simon the Tanner’s house. 
Built in 1654, the Catholic

church is Jaffa’s largest building. It
incorporates the remains of a
13th-century citadel used by the
Crusader King Louis IX of France.
Two of the citadel’s rooms are said
to have been occupied by
Napoleon Bonaparte during his
campaign in 1799. 
Since St Peter’s church towers

over the town, one has a magnifi-
cent view from there of Jaffa, of
the Mediterranean, and of the sky-
scraper hotels that line Tel Aviv’s
beachfront. 
For the pilgrims who arrived by

boat via Jaffa, the church was their
first sight of the Holy Land—St
Peter, the first among the disci-
ples, metaphorically welcoming
the followers of Christ to the land
of salvation. 
For the modern pilgrim, the

point of arrival in the Holy Land
is the new, shiny Ben Gurion Air-
port. For most pilgrims it is also a
point of departure. 
As the pilgrims buckle up their

safety belts in the aircraft which
will take them home, or perhaps
when they are greeted by their
loved ones at the airport, they
might suppose that their pilgrim-
age has ended, that all there is left
is to sort and caption the many
photos they took and perhaps tell
others about their journey. 
But the pilgrimage does not

end with that; the Holy Land will
flower in the pilgrims’ imagina-
tion every time they read in the
Scriptures about the places they
visited, or when they follow the
Stations of the Cross in their
churches, or when they pray the
mysteries of the Rosary. 
The pilgrims might have left

the Holy Land, but the Holy Land
and its places—Nazareth and Ca-
pernaum, Jericho and Bethlehem,
Gethsemane, Mount Zion, Cal-
vary—will reside within them
eternally.  
n This is an edited extract from
Günther Simmermacher’s The Holy
Land Trek. 

Where Peter changed history
In the final part of our virtual 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land,
we go with GünThEr 
SimmErmAchEr to 
Emmaus and Jaffa. 

From left: The Franciscan Emmaus in the West Bank village of el-Qubeibeh • The interior of St Peter’s church in Jaffa • The site of Simon the Tanner’s house in Jaffa, where
Peter had a dream that would change history. (All photos: Günther Simmermacher)

St Peter’s church in Jaffa, the first building pilgrims arriving from the
west in the town’s harbour would see.

Fowler Travel
for all your

travel needs!
Soon we will be able to travel again.

FOWLER TRAVEL arranges all local or 
overseas holidays, local or international

business trips, group tours — all tailored to
your particular personal needs.

Call Michael now at 083 704-5063 
or email michael@fowlertravel.co.za

576 AM in Gauteng
DStv Audio 870

or livestreaming from
www.radioveritas.co.za

WhatsApp your prayer requests to 066 473-8303
info@radioveritas.co.za

English Mass weekdays at 12:00 
after the Angelus & Sunday at 11am.
Sesotho Mass on Sunday at 9am 

Zulu Mass at 6pm

www.radioveritas.co.za 

mailto:michael@fowlertravel.co.za
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HOLIDAY
ACCOMMODATION

CAPE TOWN—Looking for
reasonably priced accommo-
dation over the December/
January holiday period?
Come to Kolbe House, set in
a beautiful spacious gardens
in Rondebosch, nestled just
under Devil’s Peak. Self-
catering, clean and peaceful,
with spacious gardens. Safe
parking. Close to all shops
and public transport. Contact
Pat 021 685-7370; 073 263
2105 or kolbe.house@
telkomsa.net. Visit our web-
site: www.kolbehouse.org.za
KZN—South Coast, Pumula.
Self-catering garden flat.
Sleeps 4-5. Fully equipped,
DStv, lockup garage. Close
to 4 good beaches. R220
ppn, under 12 yrs free, 12-16
yrs half price. Call Jenny 039
684-6475 or 082 964- 2110.
MARIANELLA Guest
House, Simons Town—
“Come experience the peace
and beauty of God with us.”
Fully equipped, with amazing
sea views. Secure parking,
ideal for rest and relaxation.
Special rates for pensioners
and clergy. Malcolm Salida
082 784-5675, mjsalida@
gmail.com

PERSONAL
ABORTION WARNING:
The truth will convict a silent
Church. See www.
valuelifeabortionisevil.co.za

JOBS NEEDED
MATURE widow with twelve
and a half years’ experience
seeks live-in position. Call
Margaret on 062 357-5211

PRAYERS

O LORDmay everything we
do begin with your inspira-
tion, continue with your help,
and reach perfection under
your guidance.
LOOK down upon me, good
and gentle Jesus, while be-
fore thy face I humbly kneel
and, with burning soul, pray
and beseech thee to fix deep

in my heart lively sentiments
of faith, hope and charity,
true contrition for my sins,
and a firm purpose of
amendment. While I contem-
plate, with great love and
tender pity, thy five most pre-
cious wounds, pondering
over them within me and
calling to mind the words
which David, thy prophet,
said of thee, my Jesus:
“They have pierced my
hands and my feet, they
have numbered all my
bones.” Amen.
O MOST beautiful flower of
Mount Carmel, fruitful vine,
splendour of heaven,
blessed Mother of the Son of
God, Immaculate Virgin, as-
sist me in my necessity. O
Star of the Sea, help me and
show me where you are.
Mother of God, Queen of
heaven and earth, I humbly
beseech you from the bot-
tom of my heart to succour
me in my necessity. There is
none who can withstand
your power. O Mary con-
ceived without sin, pray for
us who have recourse to
thee. Holy Mary, I place this
cause in your hands. “Say
this prayer for three consec-
utive days and then publish.”
Leon and Karen.

SOLUTIONS TO 933. ACROSS: 1 Bicker, 4 Puts
up, 9 Bridal bouquet, 10 Ledgers, 11 Usher, 12
Beads, 14 Clare, 18 Ivory, 19 Chancel, 21 Creation
story, 22 Swears, 23 Ceased.  DOWN: 1 Babble, 2
Children of Eve, 3 Evade, 5 Unusual, 6 Southern
Cross, 7 Petard, 8 Abuse, 13 Daystar, 15 Circus,
16 Actor, 17 Played, 20 Aisle.

Southern CrossWord solutions

YOUR CLASSIFIEDS
Anniversaries • Milestones • Prayers • Accommodation • Holiday accommodation
Personal • Services • Employment • Property • Parish notices • Thanks • Others

Please include payment (R2.00 a word) with small advertisements for promptest publication.

Connect with us
on Facebook!
facebook.com

/thescross

Sunday September 27, 26th Sunday
of the year
Ezekiel 18:25-28, Psalms 25:4-5, 6-7, 
8-9, Philippians 2:1-11, Matthew 21:
28-32
Monday September 28, Ss Wenceslaus
& Lawrence Ruiz
Job 1:6-22, Psalms 17:1, 2-3, 6-7, Luke
9:46-50
Tuesday September 29, Angels
Michael, Gabriel, Raphael
Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 or Revelation 
12:7-12, Psalms 138:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, John
1:47-51
Wednesday September 30, St Jerome
Job 9:1-12, 14-16, Psalms 88:10-11, 
12-13, 14-15, Luke 9:57-62
Thursday October 1, St Thérèse of
Lisieux
Job 19:21-27, Psalms 27:7-8, 8-9, 13-14,
Luke 10:1-12

Friday October 2, The Guardian 
Angels
Job 38:1, 12-21; 40: 3-5, Psalms 139:1-3,
7-8, 9-10, 13-14, Matthew 18:1-5, 10
Saturday October 3
Job 42:1-3, 5-6, 12-17, Psalms 119:66,
71, 75, 91, 125, 130, Luke 10:17-24
Sunday October 4, 27th Sunday of
the year
Isaiah 5:1-7, Psalms 80:9, 12, 13-14, 
15-16, 19-20, Philippians 4:6-9,
Matthew 21:33-43

Liturgical Calendar
Year A – Weekdays Cycle Year 2
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Pregnant? Need Help?
WE CARE

www.birthright.co.za

We welcome prayers, volunteers
and donations.

We can use your old 
clothing, bric-a-brac, 

furniture and books for our
second-hand shop in

Woodstock, Cape Town.
Help us to create an 

avenue to generate much
needed funds for our 
work with the elderly.
Contact Ian Veary on 

021 447 6334
www.noah.org.za

Neighbourhood Old Age Homes

Parishes, have you 
ordered your Southern
Cross Magazine yet? 
Contact Pamela at

admin@scross.co.za to
order copies NOW

ON October 1, Catholics
around the world honour
the life of St Thérèse of

Lisieux on her feast day. 
St Thérèse was born January 2,

1873, in Alençon, France to pious
parents, Louis and Zélie Martin,
who were canonised on October
18, 2015. Her mother died when
she was four, leaving her father
and elder sisters to raise her.

On Christmas Day 1886 St
Thérèse had a profound experience
of intimate union with God,
which she described as a “complete
conversion”. Almost a year later, in
a papal audience during a pilgrim-
age to Rome, in 1887, she asked for
and obtained permission from
Pope Leo XIII to enter the
Carmelite monastery at the young
age of 15.

On entering, she devoted her-
self to living a life of holiness,
doing all things with love and
childlike trust in God. She strug-
gled with life in the convent, but
decided to make an effort to be
charitable to all, especially those
she didn’t like. She performed little
acts of charity always, and little
sacrifices, not caring how unim-
portant they seemed. These acts
helped her come to a deeper un-
derstanding of her vocation.

She wrote in her autobiography
that she had always dreamed of
being a missionary, an apostle, a
martyr—yet she was a nun in a
quiet cloister in France. How could

she fulfil these longings?
“Charity gave me the key to my

vocation. I understood that the
Church had a heart and that this
heart was burning with love. I
knew that one love drove the
members of the Church to action,
that if this love were extinguished,
the apostles would have pro-
claimed the Gospel no longer, the
martyrs would have shed their
blood no more. I understood that
love comprised all vocations, that
love was everything, that it em-
braced all times and places...in a
word, that it was eternal! 

St Thérèse offered herself as a
sacrificial victim to the merciful
love of God on June 9, 1895, on
the feast of the Most Holy Trinity
and the following year, on the
night between Holy Thursday and
Good Friday, she noticed the first
symptoms of tuberculosis, the ill-
ness which would lead to her

death.
St Thérèse recognised in her ill-

ness the mysterious visitation of
the divine spouse and welcomed
the suffering as an answer to her
offering the previous year.  She also
began to undergo a terrible trial of
faith which lasted until her death
a year and a half later. “Her last
words, ‘My God, I love you’, are
the seal of her life,” said Pope John
Paul II.

Since her death, millions have
been inspired by her “little way” of
loving God and neighbour. Many
miracles have been attributed to
her intercession, including the cure
from blindness at age 7 of French
singer Edith Piaf. She had predicted
during her earthly life that: “My
heaven will be spent doing good
on Earth.”

St Thérèse was canonised on
May 17, 1925, by Pope Pius XI, and
proclaimed a Doctor of the Church
by Pope John Paul II in 1997—100
years after her death at the age of
24. She is only the third woman to
be so proclaimed, after Ss Cather-
ine of Siena and Teresa of Avila.

St Thérèse is the patron saint for
TB, HIV/Aids sufferers, missionar-
ies; florists and gardeners, and loss
of parents.—CNA
n Look out for the Saint of the Month
in the new Southern Cross magazine,
with a pull-out poster. In October it’s
St Teresa of Avila; in November it will
be St Martin de Porres.

St Thérèse of Lisieux 

FROM OUR VAULTS
23 Years Ago: September 21, 1997

Mandela praises late Mother Teresa
South Africans have mourned the death at 87 of

Mother Teresa. The Southern African Catholic Bish-
ops’ Conference said she had “shone like a bright
star whose light has only been dimmed. That light
will continue to shine in a world shrouded by a cul-
ture of death.” President Nelson Mandela said
Mother Teresa was “a model of humility, sacrifice
and selflessness [who] succeeded in winning the ad-
miration and love of statesmen, the rich, the poor
and the destitute alike”.

Nobel laureate bishop visits SA
Archbishop Carlos Belo of East Timor, 1996’s

Nobel Peace Prize winner, visited South Africa to
meet President Mandela, with whom he discussed
Indonesia’s oppression of the independence-seek-
ing island. The archbishop also met Archbishop
George Daniel of Pretoria and Bishop Reginald
Orsmond of Johannesburg.

Sacred Heart cathedral reopens
Sacred Heart cathedral in Pietersburg (Polok-

wane) has reopened after months of renovations.
The parking lot features a gatepost designed in 1907
by the architect of Washington’s Lincoln Memorial.

Editorial: Become media literate
In his editorial, Michael Shackleton writes that

the faithful have to become more media-literate to
counter the increasing amorality and even anti-
Catholicism among current publishing houses and
entertainment producers. St Jerome

admin@scross.co.za
www.birthright.co.za
 www.digital.scross.co.za/subscribe
www.scross.co.za
 www.facebook.com/thescross

www.
valuelifeabortionisevil.co.za
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mailto:mjsalida@gmail.com
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CHRISTIANITY, Judaism and Islam
ultimately all believe in the same
God. Interestingly, too, in the pop-

ular mind they also all tend to conceive of
God in the same way, namely, as male,
celibate—and not being particularly
happy. 
Well, the gender of God is not some-

thing we can ever conceptualise. God is
neither male nor female, nor some an-
drogynous mix of gender. So how can we
conceptualise God’s gender? We can’t,
pure and simple. 
Classically we’ve spoken of God as

male, even as we know that this isn’t ex-
actly true because we affirm, dogmatically,
that God is ineffable, incapable of ever
being captured in any concept.
That also holds true for our notion of

God as celibate, as not having a wife. How
masculinity and femininity interrelate in
God is also ineffable, incapable of being
conceived of, but we know God is not
simply a male celibate.
But what about that other popular no-

tion, namely, that God is not particularly
happy, especially with us?
Here we have a clear answer: God is

happy. How can God not be? If God is per-
fect oneness, perfect goodness, perfect
truth, perfect beauty, and perfect fullness
in every way, how then can God not be
perfect happiness? 
An unhappy God would not be God,

for such a God would be lacking the
power to make himself (pardon the pro-
noun) happy. Not a minor inadequacy for
God. So a perfect God is also a perfectly

happy God. 
But that’s a metaphysical statement.

We can still ask, is God happy emotion-
ally and is God happy with us? Mustn’t
God frown at times and shake his head in
disappointment at our behaviour? Surely
God can’t be happy with a lot that goes
on in our world. God can’t be happy in
the face of sin.
Well, just as in every other thing about

God, there are things here we cannot
comprehend. However, this much must
be affirmed, both from what’s deepest in
revelation in our scriptures and from the
testimony of countless good people: God
is happy! 
God is not habitually disappointed

with us, frowning at our weaknesses, and
sending the majority of us to hell. Rather,
God is like the loving parent of a little
child, forever luring us forwards, delight-
ing in our energy, wanting us to flourish,
saddened when we act in ways that bring
unhappiness to others and to ourselves,
but understanding of weakness rather
than angry and unhappy.

Like a marvellous symphony
Julian of Norwich, the famed mystic,

describes God this way: “God sits in
heaven, smiling, completely relaxed, his
face looking like a marvellous sym-
phony.” 
When I first read this passage some

years ago, I was taken aback both by the
concept of God as smiling and by the
image of God as relaxed. I had never
thought of God as “relaxed”. Surely with

all that’s happening in our world and
surely with all the betrayals, large and
small, in our lives, God must be tense,
frustrated and anxious. 
It’s difficult but easier to picture God as

smiling (at least sometimes), but it’s ex-
ceedingly difficult to picture God as re-
laxed, as not being tense about all that’s
wrong with us and our world. 
Here’s my journey in grappling with

that. I was wonderfully blessed in my re-
ligious background. From my parents and
family, through the parish community I
grew up in, through the Ursuline nuns
who taught me in school, you couldn’t
have ordered a more ideal faith milieu. 
I experienced faith and religion being

lived out in real life in a way that gave it
credibility and made it attractive. My sem-
inary training and theological studies
strongly reinforced that. 
But, all that time, underneath, there was

a picture of a God who wasn’t very happy
and who smiled only when the occasion
merited it, which wasn’t very often. 
The consequence of that in my life was

an anxious attempt always to measure up,
to be good enough, to not make God un-
happy, and to earn God’s approval and af-
fection. But we can never be good enough,
never measure up, and so it’s natural to be-
lieve that God is never really happy with
us and never really happy at all.
In theory, of course, we know better.

We tend to have a healthier concept of
God theoretically; but the heart is not so
easy to bring onside. It’s hard to feel in-
side myself that God is happy, happy with
us, happy with me. 
It has taken me 70 years to realise, ac-

cept, take consolation in, and finally
bathe in the fact that God is happy. I’m
not sure what pulled all the triggers inside
me that helped me make that shift, but
the fact that God is happy comes to me
now whenever I’m praying wholeheart-
edly, nakedly, and sincerely. 
It’s also what comes to me when I look

at the saints in my life, those men and
women whom I most look up to in faith,
who reflect the face of God for me.
They’re happy, relaxed, and not perpetu-
ally frowning in displeasure.

CHURCH CHUCKLE

27th Sunday: October 4
Readings: Isaiah 5:1-7, Psalm 80:9, 11-15,
18-19, Philippians 4:6-9, Matthew 21:33-43

THE idea of a vineyard is a common
enough one in the Holy Land (and, in-
deed, in certain parts of this country),

and it is not surprising that it took on life as
an image for the relationship of God with the
People of God. That is what we see in the
readings appointed for next Sunday. 
In the first reading Isaiah plays something

of a trick on us, for he starts out, apparently
singing a lovesong, “for my beloved, my
beloved’s song for his vineyard”; and al-
though it does not so easily come out in
translation, the metre the poet uses is pre-
cisely that of such a song.
The tone soon turns a bit sharp, however,

and when the “beloved” has done everything
that he (or she) was supposed to do for the
vineyard: “He waited for it to produce grapes,
but instead it produced wild grapes.”
In the context of the lovestory of God and

Israel, this is presented as a terrible betrayal.
So the “inhabitant of Jerusalem, man of
Judah” is invited to “judge between me and
my vineyard”; and (without waiting for the
verdict) the sentence is given: “Let me tell
you what I am going to do with my vineyard:
take away its hedge; it shall be for grazing.
Break down its wall; it shall be for trampling.”
Then comes the solution to the riddle (in

case you had not guessed): “For the vineyard
of the Lord of hosts is the House of Israel, and
the man of Judah.” A series of Hebrew puns,
untranslatable in English, make a devastating
critique of God’s people and their failure to
bear fruit. 
In the psalm for next Sunday, the story of

God and the people is once more presented
in terms of a “vine”: “You brought a vine out
of Egypt”, it begins, and the meaning is plain:
“It sent out its boughs as far as the sea, and
its shoots as far as the river.”
Then, however, the blame is put, not on

the people, but on their God: “Why did you
break down the walls?”, and then the “Lord
of hosts” is urged to “turn again”: “Lord, God
of hosts, restore us. May your countenance
shine upon us; and we shall be saved.”
In the second reading, there is no refer-

ence to the vineyard; but there is some sensi-
ble advice about how the Philippians are to
behave if God is to be with them: “Don’t be
worried. Instead, in every respect, with prayer
and petition and thanksgiving let your re-
quests be known to God.”
Then the word “peace” is twice mentioned,

framing the last lines: “the peace of God” and
then “the God of peace”; in between they are

told the kind of thoughts they need to have, if
God’s peace is to prevail in them: “Whatever is
true… honourable… just… holy…lovely… at-
tractive…if there is any virtue or any praise,
think on these things.”
The Gospel brings together both themes,

of being the People of God, and its represen-
tation as the “vineyard”. The context is that
the religious authorities are reacting to the
implicit claims in Jesus’ prophetic action in
the Temple; and his death is looming.
It starts very much like the lovesong of our

first reading, except that the owner of the
vineyard “gave it to farmers, and went over-
seas”. Then the reaction starts, because the
tenant farmers regard their property as en-
tirely their own, and, when he sends his ser-
vants to collect the profits, they “took his
servants, and beat one and killed another,
and stoned another”.
This is repeated again; finally, the owner

sent his son, saying (naively?): “They will re-
spect my son.” Now it takes on a very sharp
edge, since quite clearly we are talking about
the one who addressed God as “Father”, and
taught his disciples to do the same.
We listen with horror to the dialogue

among the tenants: “This is the heir. Come

on—let’s kill him, and have his inheritance.”
Then they suit the action to the words: “They
took him, flung him out of the vineyard, and
killed him.”
In just a few days, of course, Jesus is to be

killed, outside the city gates. Jesus forces his an-
tagonists to admit what will happen to them:
“He will badly destroy the bad people, and give
the vineyard to other tenant-farmers, who will
give him the profits at the right time.”
It is a terrible threat, and our task this week

is to make sure that we recognise who is in
charge of the vineyard, and how it is appro-
priate for us to respond.
n This is the final reflection by Fr King, after
more than 28 years of producing a fresh column
exclusively for The Southern Cross every week.
We thank Fr King for sharing his gift of scriptural
expertise, flowing prose and delicious humour for
almost 1500 weeks.

Reflections on the Sunday readings written by
Fr John Allen Green OFM are available on The
Southern  Cross’ website every Friday at
www.scross.co.za/category/perspectives/
fr-john-allen-green/

Who runs the vineyard?

God is happy and relaxed
Fr Ron 
Rolheiser OMI

Final Reflection

Nicholas King SJ
Sunday Reflections

Southern Crossword #933

Solutions on page 15

ONE day the Catholic barber thought he
should be more active in evangelising peo-

ple. So he decided that he would spread the Good
News to the first customer who’d walk into his
shop. Soon the door opened with that first cus-
tomer, who requested a shave.
The barber told the man to sit in the barber’s

chair, soaped up the customer’s face, and sharp-
ened his shaving knife.
Then, holding the knife in one hand and the

Bible in the other, the barber asked the man: “I
have a question for you. Are you prepared for
your death?”
The customer fainted.
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ACROSS
1. Engage in a petty argument
(6)
4. Accommodates someone
tolerantly? (4,2)
9. Bunch of flowers for the
newly married (6,7)
10. Parish accounting books?
(7)
11. May he give you a seat in
Edgar Allan Poe’s fallen house?
(5)
12. They are threaded prayer-
fully (5)
14. Saint of Assisi (5)
18. The ships came back laden
with it (1 Kings 10) (5)
19. Church sanctuary (7)
21. It is narrated in Genesis
(8,5)
22. Takes the oath crudely? (6)
23. Stopped (6)

DOWN
1. Foolish talk (6)
2. We are the banished ones in
prayer (8,2,3)
3. Escape paying the diocesan
tax (5)
5. Not very common (7)
6. Catholic newspaper in the
heavens? (8,5)
7. You can be hoist with your
own (6)
8. Public transport between A
and E leads to cruelty (5)
13. Yards at Venus (7)
15. Find Roman ringmaster
here (6)
16. He’s on the boards (5)
17. Amused yourself (6)
20. Corridor in the chapel (5

Tel: 017 826 0054/5
Cell: 082 904 7840

Email: sales@eskaycrushers.co.za

For all your Sand and Stone 
requirements in Piet Retief, Southern Mpumalanga
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Liaison Office 

Interview 
Series

LATEST VIDEO:
Mike Pothier interviews 

EDWARD KIESWETTER
Commissioner of the 

SA Revenue Service on
restoring efficiency & 
integrity at SARS

Video: 
www.cplo.org.za/videos/
Podcast: 
www.cplo.org.za/podcasts/

Video or Podcast
Click Link Click Link

Buy the Church Chuckles book of Catholic jokes. 
email books@scross.co.za or CLICK HERE
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