
OCTOBER 16 Each one Reach one!
Reading: Luke 19:1-10; 23:39-43

“Joy in Heaven over one sinner who repents”  (Lk 15:7)

Though large crowds were flocking to hear Jesus and to be healed
by Him, He never lost touch with individuals and their needs. He was
never too busy for a Nicodemus or a Zacchaeus. He was more concerned
about the one lost sheep than the ninetynine safe ones. Every Christian
must be a “personal” soulwinner all his life. Anytime is soulwinning
time and anyone is a soul to be won. That is what Jesus reiterated by
winning the thief on the Cross!

We are wasting too much time, money and energy in mass crusades,
not understanding the limitless possibilities of personal evangelism.
D. L. Moody (1837-1899) was a great crusade Evangelist but he said,
“There is nothing like hand-plucked fruit!” The laws of a Nation may
ban mass crusades, but who can stop personal evangelism?

If only each one in the Church could reach one outside, the Church
growth will defeat all imagination. Take for example a congregation of
just 100 believers. Let us adopt the principle of each one reaching just
one other person for Christ in a month’s time and making him a soul-
winner to follow the same procedure. By February it becomes 200, by
March 400, April 800, May 1600, June 3200, July 6400, August 12800,
September 25600, October 51200, November 102400 and December
204800. Even if you allow for 50% backsliding, we will still be left with
a clear membership of 100000. How deplorable our condition is on the
face of this arithmetic! According to European Christian Mission, Europe’s
Churches are losing 4242 members a day including 1727 Protestants!
Enough to weep!

The rewards of soulwinning are glorious. “He who goes out weep-
ing, carrying seed to sow, will return with songs of joy, carrying sheaves
with him” (Psa 126:6). See how Paul was excited about the rewards of
soulwinning: “What is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not
even you (the fruits of evangelism) in the presence of our Lord Jesus
Christ at His coming?” (1 Thess 2:19) My mother was a passionate
soulwinner. She died on this day in 1981 at 56 years of age. We have

epitaphed Daniel 12:3 for her: “Those who turn many to
righteousness will shine like the stars for ever and ever!”
I am rekindled everytime I visit her tomb and read this text.

The restoration of the art of personal soulwinning
is the rediscovery of the New Testament Christianity!
(Evangelist  T.L. Osborn, 1923- 2013)
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Almighty God, we worship You as the one who desires to reveal Yourself to
every man and every woman who is born in this world. You are not partial.
You are not far from any one of us. You are the One who gives life and breath to
all. We are all Your offspring. In You we live and move and have our being. It
is not Your will that anyone should perish. You desire that everyone should
know the truth and be saved. You are a loving Father who worries more about
the lost son than the children at home. You are a gentle Shepherd who worries
more about the lost sheep than those in the herd. There’s no one who can be so
concerned about each man and each woman. We thank You, Lord!

Father God, You have said that You are calling each of us by name. You
even repeat our names: Abraham, Abraham! Jacob, Jacob! Moses, Moses!
Samuel, Samuel! Martha, Martha! Simon, Simon! Saul, Saul! Stanley, Stanley!
Yes, Your Son calls each sheep by name and leads it. Oh, what love and personal
concern! Give us, Lord, the same love and passion for each individual. Forgive
us for the opportunities we have missed in ministering to individuals. How
patient Jesus was with a religious leader like Nicodemus! How anxious He
was to save a notorious woman in Samaria! How concerned He was to
transform a corrupt tax-official like Zacchaeus! How responsive He was to
the cry of even a condemned thief!

Forgive me, Lord, for my selfishness in rejoicing over the benefits of Your
Salvation, unmindful of those totally ignorant of this precious gift. Forgive me,
Lord, for my indifference towards those of other religious beliefs. Salvation
belongs to You, O God. No person is too sinful to be saved. The blood of Your
Son is powerful enough to wash away all sin. The name of Your Son is mighty
enough to save the worst of sinners. The Gospel of Your Son is gracious enough
to embrace the most rebellious. Help us, Lord, to believe these possibilities.

Dear Lord, I would not have been saved if You are not the One interested in
individuals. I did not seek You, but You sought me. I did not love You, but You
loved me first. I did not choose You, but You chose me. Thank You for the one
who led me to You. I confess that I have lost my early zeal for personal
soulwinning. Stir me up, O Holy Ghost, so I may burn again with unquenchable
passion for souls. Unseat me from my easy chair and drive me to rescue the
perishing. Let the thought of unreached millions bite my heart. Let my slogan
be, “Never a day without touching a soul!” In Jesus’ Name, Amen!

(Acts 4:12; 9:4; 17:24-28;  Rom 2:11;  2 Pet 3:9;  1 Tim 2:4;  Lk 10:41; 15:4,20; 19:1-10; 22:31; 23:39-43;
Isa 43:1;  Gen 22:11; 46:2;  Ex 3:4; 33:17;  1 Sam 3:10;  Jn 3:1-12; 4:1-30; 10:3,4; 15:16; Jonah 2:9;  1 Jn 1:7; 4:19)


