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Coming 

Events 

OPPOSES 
PAY TV 

1968 Conve ntion At a recent Boa rd of Directors meeting 
the date of the 1968 Nebraska Broad
casters Association convention was set. 

Next year's annual mee ting will be held in Lincoln at the 
Hotel Cornhusker on Septe mber 15-16-17 . This i s quite a 
spell off, but you m i ght want to make note of it now. 

Roger Larson, manager of KFOR, will 
be the local arrangements chairman. If any member has any 
special thoughts or suggestions regarding this conventio n, 
please drop Roger a note. 

# # # # # # # 

Congressman Glenn Cunningham, a member of the House 
Committee p rocessing the legislation, has announced he will 
oppose Pay TV . A recent AP dispatch from Washington 
spelled out some of his r easons on this. The story is re -
produced below. I Cunningham 

Views Possible 
The Llneoln Star Tuesday, November 1', · 1967 

Sta rt Of Pay TV I 
Washington (UPI) - Rep. 

Glenn Cunningham, R-Neb., : 
said Monday the American I 
public may soon have to face 

1 a worse problem than televi- · 
sion• commercials - pay TV. 

Cunningham said it is his 1 

feeling that pay TV would si- ! 
phon off many of the show~ · 
currently on commercial teld, 
vision channels and the publ\e 
would be getting little nevr. 
He added that tests of pa/ 
TV have shown that 90% of 
all programs offered were fel\- , 
ture films and sports ev.,ntit, 
the kind of programming al
ready found on commarcial 
television. 

"I personally feel ?V pro
grams should r e m a'i n free 
and that we should it,t haye 
to pay extra for progiams we 
now receive," the :r-'ebrast:a 
Republican said. 

# # # # # 

DUES - - - 1968 

Around the middle of December the office in 
L incoln will send out your dues billing for 1968. 
It is b ein g mailed the middle of De cembe r so that 
each station can decide - for tax p urposes -
whether or not they want to pa y this in 1967 or 1968 . 

# # # # # 

EMPLOYMENT CORNER 

EDWIN H . RENNOLDS - His resume appeared in the 
l ast employment bulletin. We now have a tape from 
him and it will be sent to any broadcaster request-

_ing it. 

# # # # # 

Bob Thomas passes a long the following from his Washington attorney - -

"In answer to the question raised in your l e tter of O c tober 12, 1967 , concerning 
what type of ticket is necessary fo r a p e rson to run a board, I discussed this 
with the Commission and they confirmed my unde rstanding that no ticket at all 
is required. THE ONLY TIME WHEN A TICKET IS REQUIRED IS WHEN THE 
PERSON OPERATING THE B OARD IS A LSO OPERATING THE TRANSMITTER. 
If a third-class operator with e ndorsement or a first-class operator is on hand 
at the station, the board operator need not h a ve any ticket at all. Obviously, the 
question seldom arises b ecause ordinarily the people are either combination men 
or if someone e lse is doing the anno uncing, an engineer i s running the board . " 

# # # # # # # 
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AN ACT relating to public meetings; to provide that state, county, 
and political subdivision meetings shall be public meetings and 
be open to the public as prescribed; to provide exceptions; to 
decl~re public policy regarding notice of public meetings; to 
provide that all persons are authorized to attend public meetings 
and make memoranda and report what transpires; to provide 
when such meetings shall be held; to provide for minutes· to 
provide penalties; and to provide for executive sessions. ' 

Be it enacted' by the people of the State of Nebraska, 

t,/4tion 1. Except as otherwise expressly provided by the 
Constitution or the statutes of Nebraska, all convened meet
ings of governing bodies of all agencies, now or hereafter 
created by Constitution, statute, or otherwise pursuant to 
law, of the executive department of the State of Nebraska, 
of the independent boards, commissions, bureaus, committees, 
councils, subunits, or any other administrative agencies, 
whether advisory or executive, of the State of Nebraska, or 
of any political subdivision of the State of Nebraska, exer
cising legislative, executive, or administrative powers or sup
ported in whole or in part by public funds or entrusted 
with powers of recommending the expenditure of, or ac
tually expending, public funds shall be deemed to be a pub
lic meeting which shall be held in a public building except 
as provided in section 2 of this act, and which shall be open 
in attendance to the public. This act shall not be constr ued 
to apply to any city having substantially similar r equire
ments in its home rule charter or to the Legislature or any 
committee thereof. 

~ - 2. The public policy of the State of Nebraska is 
that all public meetings should be preceded by some publi
cized notice specifying the time and place of all such meetings 
in order that the citizens of the state can intelligently exer
cise their democratic privilege of appearing at public sessions 
of governmental bodies. All such public meetings shall be 
held in the public building in which the governmental body 
conducting the meeting operates or is headquartered unless 
the publicized notice shall designate another public building 
or other place. The minutes of the governmental body, 
kept by the secretary or acting secretary of such body, shall 
record the manner by which such publicized notice was given. 

VC. 3. Except as otherwise expressly provided by stat
ute, all persons interested in attending public meetings are 
hereby fully empowered and authorized to do so, and all 
such parties shall be allowed to make memoranda or abstracts 
and fully report or broadcast what transpires thereat, or may 
do so from the minutes thereof, so that the public of this 
state shall have full rights to know about, and have full 
access to, the public bodies and entities created to serve them. 

~- 4. Any official who shall violate the provisions of 
this act shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and shall, 
upon conviction thereof, be subject to a fine not exceeding 
twenty-five dollars. 

~ ~ Any governing body named in section 1 of this 
act shall go into an executive session only upon a motion 
duly made, seconded and passed by a majority of the gov
erning body in open session convened. Such motion, second, 
and roll call shall be duly recorded in the minutes of such 
meeting together with the time of convening and adjourning 
the open session and the time of commencement and con
clusion of the executive portion thereof. Any member of 
such governing body may call for the ayes and nays on any 
question or motion duly moved_ and seconded to be recor~ed 
in the minutes of such governmg body. Any formal act10n 
of any type, including expenditure of funds, adopted or taken 
at any meeting other than while open to the attendance of 
the public, shall be void. 

If you have 

any problems 

or questions 

on this law, 

please write 

to 

Charles 
Thone , 

525 Stuart 

Building, 

L incoln. 
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LET'S ADD 
ASSOCIATES! 

-3-

President Vern Stedry announces that a new committee 
has been formed to work towards acquiring additional 
Associate Members for NBA. The committee will be 
headed by Bill McBride and Glen Flynn of WOW. 

# # # # # # # 

The Nebraska Broadcasters Association, at the recent state convention 
in Sidney, passed a resolution opposing Subscription TV and a copy of the Resolu
tion follows: 

RESOLUTION - - - SUBSCRIPTION TELEVISION 

WHEREAS the Federal Communications Commission has proposed 
rules which would lead to the establishment of a permanent nation
wide system of subscription television, and 

WHEREAS these rules wculd prescribe the types of programs that 
would be on subscription television and the types of programs re
served to free television which implies that the Federal Communi
cations Commission has authority to prescribe the programming 
of any broadcast licensee, and 

WHEREAS the traditional American system of free radio and tele
vision broadcasting has developed the most outstanding system of 
radio and television broadcasting in the world with respect to the 
distribution of news, information and entertainment, and 

WHEREAS the general listening and viewing public whenever they 
have had a chance to express their opinion through official elections 
have never supported subscription television. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RES.OLVED, that the Nebraska Broad
casters oppose the establshment of a system of subscription tele
vision in any form whatsoever, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this opposition be communicated 
to the Federal Commun:1t:ations Commission and the members of 
the Nebraska Congressional Delegation. 

NAB SOUNDS 
ALERT NAB FLIES RED FLAG ON SUBSCRIPTION TV 

The National Association of Broadcasters is sounding the alert that Pay 
TV is just around the corner and that Congress cannot be depended upon to head it 
off unless a prompt campaign to influence lawmakers can be mounted. 

In Boston last Monday (Oct. 30) Paul B. Comstock, NAB Vice President 
for government affairs , war.ned broadcasters at the NAB' s fourth regional meet
ing that a vote on the only pay-TV bill before the House Communications Sub-com
mittee could be expected any day and that it might go against opponents of subscrip
tion TV. "If the Congress does not voice its stand against pay TV, 11 he said, "there 
is great danger that (the FCC) may proceed to authorize pay TV - despite the lack 
of public demand and despite the absence of clear authority from Congress. 11 

Briefings on the issue were also mailed to NAB legislative liaison members 
at the state level with a sugg estion that a repeat of an earlier campaign might be 
in the offing if it seems necessary. In 1958 viewer opposition was solicited; some 
Congressmen still recall the issue as generating more mail that year than all other 
issues combined. Pay-TV development was held by the resulting congressional 
pressure to a program of limited testing in selected markets. 


