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Group	Size	 Min	#	
schools	

Must	Have	
at	least	X	
variables	
each	for:		
(i)	Cost;	
(ii)	Access	
and	(iii)	
Quality	

Minimum	
#	of	Total	
Variables		

Min	(Max)	
Page	
length	of	
report	
written	
text,	12	
point	font,	
double-
spaced,	1	
inch	
margins	

Min(Max)	
presentation	
length,	
minutes	

1	
	

30	+	UNM	 1	 3	 5(20)	 5(10)	

2	
	

60+	UNM	 2	 6	 6(20)	 10(15)	

3	
	

90+	UNM	 3	 9	 9(20)	 15(18)	

	
	
	
Rubric	for	class	research	paper	and	data	project	
	
Criteria	 Poor	 Competent	 Excellent	 Points	

Paper	
Motivation	of	
issue	and	
Introduction	
of	objectives	
or	question(s)	
that	will	be	
investigated	

Introduction	
reads	more	
like	a	general	
background	or	
loosely	
collected	set	
of	ideas;	
confusing.	
(≤10)	

Attempts	to	
identify	an	
objectives(s),	
but	is	too	
general	or	
unclear	
(10.5-13)	

Motivates	an	
unresolved	issue	or	
question	(e.g.,	with	
specific	references	to	
class	readings	list);	
then,	clearly	states	
objective(s)		
(13.5-15)	

15	

Sample	data	
and	
description	

Fails	to	meet	
minimum	
guidelines	for	
group	size;		
and/or	may	
have	

Closely	meets	
minimum	
guidelines	for	
group	size;	
minimizes	any	
missing	data	

Meets	all	minimum	
guidelines	for	group	
size;	minimizes	and	
fully	explains	any	
missing	data	across	
chosen	schools	and	

15	



significant	
missing	data	
for	one	or	
more	variable	
chosen;	
attached	
spreadsheet	
has	problems	
with	data		
(unrealistic	
values)	or	
interpretation;	
(≤10)	

across	chosen	
schools	and	
variables;	
Attached	
spreadsheet	is	
labeled;	Basic	
description	of	
sample	
selection		and	
data	sources	is	
provided	
(10.5-13)	

variables;	Attached	
spreadsheet	is	clear.	
Clear	and	concise	
description	of	
sample	frame	and	
data,	including	how	
this	sample	will	help	
group	meet	stated	
objectives.	The	
sample	may	contain	
multiple	sub-sample	
based	on	clearly	
specified	criteria	
(13.5-15)	

Results		and	
analysis	

Tables	or	
figures	of	
descriptive	
statistics	are	
missing		or	
limited,		
and/or	there	
are	clear	
errors	or	
unexplained	
discrepancies.	
Little	or	no	
explanation.		
(≤10)	

Basic	Tables	
and	Figures	
are	provided	
along	with	
provision	and	
discussion	of	
descriptive	
statistics	(e.g.,	
means,	
medians,	st.	
deviations,	
variance,	Min’s	
and	Max’s,	
etc.)	(10.5-13)	

In	addition	to	
“Competent”	
requirements,	there	
is	investigation	of	
one	or	more	
hypothesis	through	
statistical	tests	(e.g.,	
difference	in	means	
test,	or	sign	and	
significance	in	a	
regression	model)	
(13.5-15)	

15	

Discussion	
and	
conclusions	
	

Minimal	or	
confusing	
discussion,	or	
discussion	
provided	does	
not	match	
evidence	or	
lacks	
coherence.	No	
defendable	
conclusions.	
(≤10)	

Reasonable	
attempt	to	
interpret	
results,	which	
is	supported	
by	the	
evidence	
(10.5-13)	

In	addition	to	
“Competent”	
requirements,	the	
results	are	placed	in	
the	broader	context	
of	class	readings		
(compare	and	
contrast)	and	
national	trends	and	
issues;	supported	by	
references	from	
class	reading	list	
(13.5-15)	

15	

Grammar,	
organization	
and	style	

Multiple	
grammar	and	
typographical	
errors	per	

Limited	
grammar	and	
typographical	
errors;	

Well-written	and	
organized;	good	
paragraph	structure;	
very	closely	follows	

15	



page;	poor	
paragraph	
structure;	
does	not	
follow	APA	
style	
guidelines	
(references	
etc.);	poorly	
organized	or	
lacks	sections	
(≤10)	

generally	
adequate		
paragraph	
structure;	
somewhat	
follows	APA	
style	
guidelines*,	
but	with	
multiple	
errors;		
(10.5-13)	

APA	style	
guidelines*	
(13.5-15)	

Presentation	
Group	
presentation	

Poorly	
organized,	and	
presented;	
and/or	
objectives,	
sample	data,	
results	and/or	
conclusions	
are	unclear;	
and/or	fails	to	
meet	
guidelines;	
and/or	
unequal	effort	
by	group	
members;	
lacks	visual	
material	
(≤6)	

Competent	
effort	at	
identifying	
objectives,	
describing	
sample,	results	
and	
conclusions;	
generally	clear	
presentation	
within	time	
guidelines;	all	
members	
participating	
but	may	lack	
integration	or	
coordination;	
provides	
visual	material	
(7-8)	

In	addition	to	
“Competent”	
requirements,	
motivates	and	places	
the	work	in	larger	
context	of	class	
lectures	and	
readings;	integrated	
presentation	by	
group	members;	
clear	and	helpful	
visual	materials	
(9-10)	

10	

	
	
*Notes	for	Style	Guidelines	for	papers:	
	
Use	APA	style	guidelines,	provided	at	Purdue	OWL	website,	for	references,	section	
headings,	tables	and	figures	etc.:	
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/	
	
	
	
A	sample	paper	is	provided.		
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/media/pdf/20090212013008_560.pdf	



	
Please	note	following	comments/requirements	for	this	class:	(i)	make	sure	to	use	12	
point	Times	New	Roman	font,	double	spaced	throughout;	the	only	exception	is	in	
your	tables	and	figures,	where	single	spacing	and	10	point	Times	New	Roman	font	
may	be	used	as	needed;(ii)	an	Abstract	can	be	provided,	but	is	not	required	for	this	
project;	(iii)	your	paper	should	have	no	footnotes	or	endnotes	–	move	relevant	
material	into	text;	(iv)	URLs	are	not	references	in	and	of	themselves;	look	up	how	to	
do	alternative	on-line	sources	and	web	references;	(v)	no	copied	and	pasted	figures	
or	tables	from	other	sources	are	allowed;	create	you	own	tables	and	figures	from	
your	sample	data,	and	place	in	text	following	APA	format;	and	(vi)	the	only	
Appendix	that	should	be	provided	is	a	printed	copy	of	a	clearly	labeled	spreadsheet	
with	your	entire	sample	data	(staple	to	end	of	your	paper).	This	Appendix	does	NOT	
need	to	follow	APA	style	guidelines.	


