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Annotation. During the October Revolution, Soviet pedagogy formed a common goal for the 

development of education. Reflecting the interests of the masses and the needs of the new society, 

Soviet pedagogy contrasted individual ideas of bourgeois pedagogical theory with individualism, 

nationalism, politics and other great ideas of human thought: humanism, collectivism, 

internationalism, democracy, the need for all-round development of the individual. The 

combination of productive work with education as a prerequisite and condition ... The purpose of 

the study is to study and analyze the state policy of the formation of enlightenment activities in the 

Kazakh ASSR during the formation of the USSR. 

The tasks are to study the materials from the well-known state documents of historical significance 

"The Regulations on the Unified School of Labor" and "The Basic principles of the unified School 

of Labor". These documents confirmed and pedagogically justified the ideas of humanism and 

democracy in upbringing and education, school self-government and innovative educational 

relations between students and teachers. 

The methodology of the project is based on the general principles of objectivity and historicism. 

The research materials can find practical application both in the writing of scientific papers, and 

in the preparation of training courses and the compilation of educational and reference manuals 

on the history of historical science. 

Keywords: People's education, Decree, elimination of illiteracy, ideology, People's Commissariat 

of Education, S. Sadvakasov, Latin alphabet, schools. 
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ИЗ ИСТОРИИ ФОРМИРОВАНИИ ПРОСВЕТИТЕЛЬСКОЙ ДЕЯТЕЛЬНОСТИ В 

КАЗАХСТАНЕ В 20-ЫЕ ГОДЫ ПРОШЛОГО ВЕКА 

 

Аннотация: В годы после Октябрьской революции советской педагогики была 

сформулирована общая цель развитии образовании. Отражая интересы масс и 

потребности нового общества, советская педагогика противопоставляла отдельные идеи 

буржуазной педагогической теории индивидуализму, национализму, политике и другим 

великим идеям человеческой мысли: гуманизму, коллективизму, интернационализму, 

демократии, необходимости всестороннего развитие личности. Сочетание продуктивной 

работы с обучением как предпосылка и условие.  

Целью исследование является изучение и анализ государственной  политики формировании 

просвятительской деятельности в Казахской АССР в период становление СССР.  

Задачами является изучить материалы из известных государственных документах 

исторического значения «Положение о единой школе труда» и «Основные принципы 

единой школы труда». Эти документы подтвердили и педагогически обосновали идеи 

гуманизма и демократии в воспитании и образовании, школьного самоуправления и 

новаторских образовательных отношений между учениками и учителями. 
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 Методология проекта базируется на общих принципах объективности и историзма. 

Материалы исследования могут найти практическое применение как при написании 

научных трудов, так и при подготовке учебных курсов и составлении учебных и справочных 

пособий по истории исторической науки. 

Ключевые слова: Народное образование, Декреты, ликвидация безграмотности, 

идеология, Наркомпрос, С.Садвакасов, латиница, школы. 
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КАЗАКСТАНДА ӨТКӨН КЫЛЫМДЫН 20-ЖЫЛДАРЫНДАГЫ АГАРТУУЧУЛУК 

ИШТИН ТАРЫХЫНАН 

 

Аннотация: Советтик педагогиканын Октябрь революциясынан кийинки жылдары билим 

берүүнү өнүктүрүүнүн жалпы максаты түзүлдү. Көпчүлүктүн кызыкчылыгын жана 

жаңы коомдун муктаждыктарын чагылдырып, советтик педагогика буржуазиялык 

педагогикалык теориянын жекече идеяларын индивидуализмге, улутчулдукка, саясатка 

жана адамзаттын ой жүгүртүүсүнүн башка улуу идеяларына карама-каршы койду: 

гуманизм, коллективизм, интернационализм, демократия, баарына болгон муктаждык - 

инсандын тегерек өнүгүшү. Алгачкы шарт жана шарт катары үзүрлүү эмгекти окуу 

менен айкалыштыруу. Изилдөөнүн максаты болуп, СССР калыптануу мезгилинде Казак 

АССРинде агартуучулук ишмердүүлүктү түзүүнүн мамлекеттик саясатын изилдөө жана 

талдоо болуп саналат. 

"Бирдиктүү эмгек мектеби жөнүндө жобо" жана "бирдиктүү эмгек мектебинин негизги 

принциптери"тарыхый маанидеги белгилүү мамлекеттик документтерден 

материалдарды изилдөө милдети болуп саналат. Бул документтерди тарбиялоодо жана 

билим берүүдө гуманизм жана демократия, мектептик өз алдынча башкаруу идеяларын 

жана окуучулар менен мугалимдердин ортосунда новатордук билим берүү мамилелерин 

педагогикалык жактан негиздеп тастыкташты. 

Долбоордун методологиясы объективдүүлүктүн жана тарыхизмдин жалпы 

принциптерине негизделет. Илимий-изилдөө материалдары илимий эмгектерди жазууда 

жана окуу курстарына даярдык көрүүдө жана тарыхый илимдин тарыхы боюнча окуу 

жана маалымдама китептер даярдоодо практикалык колдонмо табууга болот. 

Ачкыч сөздөр: Эл агартуу, Жарлыктар, сабатсыздыкты жоюу, идеология, Билим берүү 

Эл Комиссариаты, С.Садвакасов, Латын алфавити, мектептер. 

 

 Introduction: The Soviet education system 

is the foundation of the current education 

system. Reflecting the interests of the masses 

and the needs of the new society, Soviet 

education opposed individual ideas of 

bourgeois pedagogical theory to 

individualism, nationalism, politics and other 

great ideas of human thought: humanism, 

collectivism, internationalism, democracy, 

the need for the all-round development of the 

individual. Combining productive work with 

learning as a prerequisite and condition. 

These ideas are clearly reflected in the well-

known state documents of historical 

significance "Provisions on the Unified 

School of Labor", "Elimination of Illiteracy" 

and "Basic Principles of the Unified School 

of Labor". These documents confirmed and 

pedagogically substantiated the ideas of 

humanism and democracy in upbringing and 

education, school self-government and 

innovative educational relations between 

students and teachers. 

       Result: The establishment of Soviet 

power after the October Revolution led to 

numerous changes in the Union and on the 

Kazakh land. The new political ideology led 

to great changes in the field of education and 

enlightenment. This article reflected the 

adopted decrees, legislation in the new 
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system of knowledge, as well as the Kazakh 

society from 1917 to the 20s of the twentieth 

century, there have been significant changes 

in the field of education and the number of 

Kazakh youth studying.  

       As a result of decrees introduced to 

eradicate illiteracy, schools were opened, 

young people began to strive for education, 

and the number of students increased. In 

addition, it is noted that girls and boys are 

taught in the same class. 

        The formation of education has its own 

history, which developed in the distant past, 

when children were taught by «mullahs» in 

madrasahs. One of the conquests of the Great 

October Socialist Revolution was the system 

of school education, which was created in the 

USSR, unique in its scale and scientific 

formulation of the matter. The role and 

significance of the post-October 

transformations are that they have led to 

significant results in the creation of a school 

system in Kazakhstan as the basis of a 

nationwide movement towards education and 

science, as a basis for raising the well-being 

and culture of the people. Only the revolution 

that took place in October 1917 could 

eliminate the centuries-old backwardness, 

eliminate the illiteracy of the population of 

Kazakhstan. Having won political power, the 

working class under the leadership of the 

Communist Party, along with the 

transformation of the economy, the 

development of socialist social relations and 

the strengthening of the socialist state system, 

made a real revolution in the field of culture. 

The revolution led the peoples of Kazakhstan 

to the broad road of historical progress, 

initiated a radical restructuring of the system 

of public education in the republic. The 

socialist revolution leveled the educational 

level of the country's population in the matter 

of radical transformations in the field of 

education and culture, Lenin's instructions 

and decrees of the Soviet state on public 

education were of decisive importance. 

Education remains one of the priority areas 

for each state. Teachers, historical figures, 

public figures who have always raised the 

problem of education were held in high 

esteem. Pre-revolutionary Kazakhstan was 

one of the backward regions of Russia in 

terms of population literacy. If in Russia there 

were 20% literate, then in Kazakhstan, 

according to the 1897 census, their number 

did not exceed 8.2%, and among the Kazakh 

population - no more than 2%. The people's 

craving for literacy was enormous [1, p. 197]. 

        The restructuring of the entire system of 

public education begins from the first days of 

the revolution. In a decree of November 9, 

1917, a state commission on education was 

organized, which was mainly engaged in 

analyzing the foundations of creating a new 

system of public education. People's 

Commissar of Education A. V. Lunacharsky 

(1875-1933) addressed the public to teachers 

and students. In this address, he described the 

main principles and tasks of the Soviet 

government in the field of public education: 

universal compulsory primary education, the 

possibility of obtaining general education at 

all levels of schools, the presence of a 

religion in the school, democratization of 

education, taking into account local and 

national characteristics. Let us dwell in more 

detail on the new decrees in the field of 

education, adopted in 1917-1918: 

- Adopted on November 9, 1917, "Decree on 

the establishment of state 

Commission for Education", which was 

signed by the People's Commissar for 

Education A. V. Lunacharsky., Chairman of 

the Council of People's Commissars V. 

Ulyanov (Lenin) and Secretary of the Council 

N. Gorbunov, is the first document in the 

field of education: 

“The matter of the general leadership of 

public education, since this remains with the 

central state power, is entrusted, until the 

Constituent Assembly, to the State 

Commission on Public Education, the 

representative and executor of which is the 

People's Commissar. 

     All the functions previously performed by 

the Minister of Public Education and his 

comrades are entrusted, in accordance with 

the decision of the Council of People's 

Commissars and the general procedure 

established by the Congress of Soviets, to the 

Commission on Public Education. 
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       The Commission on Education is 

responsible in all its actions to the Executive 

Committee of the Soviets of Workers', 

Soldiers' and Peasants' Deputies. 

     The composition of the Commission is as 

follows: 

     1) Chairman - People's Commissar for 

Education. 

     2) Secretary of the Public Education 

Commission. 

     3) Delegated persons: 

     4) Persons appointed by the Council of 

People's Commissars: fifteen persons, heads 

of departments. 

The State Commission on Public 

Education is by no means the central 

authority that governs educational 

institutions. On the contrary, the entire 

school business should be transferred to 

local government bodies. The independent 

work of class - workers, soldiers, peasants - 

cultural and educational organizations 

should have full autonomy both in relation to 

the state center and in relation to municipal 

centers. 

     The business of the State Commission is to 

serve as a liaison and assistant, to organize 

sources of material, ideological and moral 

support for municipal and private, especially 

labor and class educational institutions on a 

state nationwide scale. 

     A number of valuable bills have been 

developed since the beginning of the 

revolution by the State Committee for Public 

Education, democratic in its composition, 

rich in experienced specialists. 

     The State Commission will enter into 

systematic cooperation with this committee, 

the convocation of an emergency session of 

which the People's Commissar will 

immediately contact the committee's bureau. 

The subject matter of this session will be: 

     1) Revision of the norms of representation 

in the spirit of further democratization of the 

committee. 

     2) Revision of his rights in the spirit of 

their expansion and transformation of the 

committee into the State Institute for the 

preparation of bills. 

     3) Revision of the bills already created by 

the committee together with the new State 

Commission, required by the fact that when 

editing them, the committee took into account 

the bourgeois spirit of the previous 

ministries. 

     After such a revision, the bills will be 

implemented without any red tape in a 

revolutionary manner. 

     Cooperation between educators and 

public forces is what the Commission will 

pursue in all its activities. 

     Only the Constituent Assembly will 

establish a detailed procedure for state and 

public life in our country, including the 

general nature of the organization of public 

education. 

     Without prejudging his will, the People's 

Government considers itself entitled in this 

respect to carry out a number of measures 

aimed at enriching and illuminating the 

spiritual life of the country as soon as 

possible. 

     Current affairs should still go on as usual 

through the Ministry of Public Education. 

     The ministry should play the role of an 

executive body under the State Commission 

for Public Education. " [2]. 

- Adopted on June 25, 1918, "Provisions of 

the All-Russian Central Executive 

Committee and the Council of People's 

Commissars on the Socialist Academy of 

Social Sciences": 

«1. The Socialist Academy of Social Sciences 

is a free community of persons with the goal 

of studying and teaching both social 

knowledge from the point of view of scientific 

socialism and communism, and sciences that 

are in contact with this knowledge. 

2. The Socialist Academy of Social Sciences 

includes, as its members, students of all 

departments and divisions, all competing 

members who constantly work in its 

institutions, and, finally, included in its 

composition, according to the election, full 

members, professors, lecturers and 

assistants. 

3. The Socialist Academy of Social Sciences 

is divided into two main sections: 

 a) scientific and academic  

 b) educational.  
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The first is aimed exclusively at scientific 

activity, the second pursues the tasks of 

teaching and enlightenment. 

4. The plan of teaching the educational 

section of the Socialist Academy of Social 

Sciences aims to provide students with the 

opportunity to complete education in the 

spirit of scientific socialism, both in general 

in the field of social knowledge, and in 

individual cycles of socio-political sciences. 

The section annually establishes the teaching 

plan for both basic and additional subjects.» 

[3]. 

        On December 15, 1917, religious 

educational institutions, previously 

subordinate to the church, were transferred to 

the People's Commissariat for Education, 

transformed into a general education school. 

On January 21, 1918, the «Decree on 

depriving the church of the state and school 

by the church» was signed by V. I. Lenin. 

This decree forbade division and restriction 

or discrimination based on different faiths, 

and gave full freedom to what religion people 

believed in or did not believe in. The decree 

prohibited the teaching of religion in schools 

or the preaching of religious practices. This 

decree eliminated the harmful influence of 

the church on the younger generation, 

religion in general, and rid the school of 

religion. Estates and national restrictions on 

education in school, inequality of countries in 

education were eliminated by special decrees. 

In 1918, by a decree of the People's 

Commissariat for Education on May 31, the 

school introduced the joint education of boys 

and girls. 

      In 1917-1918, the principles of creating a 

Soviet school were revised on the basis of 

about 30 state decrees adopted by the Soviet 

government: 

- All types of educational institutions were 

abolished before the October Revolution, the 

school system was changed; 

- the school was separated from the church, 

religious schools were abolished, and the 

teaching of religion at school was prohibited; 

- proclaimed the right of all citizens to 

education, regardless of their social 

environment, religion, nationality, etc .; 

- all peoples within Russia were given the 

opportunity to study in their native language; 

- training of boys and girls started together; 

- for the first time a preschool institution was 

opened; 

        In the implementation of the above-

mentioned decrees and measures of Soviet 

power, there were also great obstacles on the 

part of the counter-revolutionary elements 

(the bourgeoisie, landowners and part of the 

intelligentsia of the bourgeoisie). They tried 

not to carry out these decrees, they went as 

far as intimidating teachers. Only as a result 

of the stubborn struggle of the Communist 

Party and the Soviet government was the 

revolutionary restructuring of the school 

carried out. 

Teachers had different attitudes 

towards the October Revolution. Some of the 

teachers opposed the Soviet regime. Many 

teachers, mostly secondary school teachers, 

were hostile to the revolutionary changes. 

They opposed the Soviet regime, supported 

the counter-revolutionary activities of the 

All-Russian Union of Teachers. But most of 

the teachers, especially the teachers of the 

public schools, greeted the revolution with 

special attention. 

     The most difficult issue was the 

training of new teachers. Because the number 

of schools grew rapidly. And there were very 

few pedagogical educational institutions. In 

this regard, teachers' seminaries in the 

country have been transformed into three-

year pedagogical courses, and teaching 

institutes are higher pedagogical educational 

institutions. 

        The main direction of cultural 

transformations after October 1917 in 

Kazakhstan was the overcoming of mass 

illiteracy and the development of public 

education. With the coming to power, the 

«Bolsheviks» launched extensive work to 

combat mass illiteracy. Local bodies of 

Soviet power, even in the difficult conditions 

of the Civil War, opened schools whenever 

possible. The process of teaching secular 

literacy allowed them to actively promote the 

Bolshevik ideology among the local 

population. In this regard, in July 1918, the 

People's Commissariat of Education 
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(People's Commissariat for Education) was 

created in the structure of the Turkestan 

Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic, and 

earlier in Kirrevkom - a school department. 

Measures of a systemic order were needed, 

not of an episodic and one-off nature. 

Therefore, on December 26, 1919, a decree 

of the Council of People's Commissars «On 

the elimination of illiteracy among the 

population of the RSFSR» was adopted. In 

1919-1923, the following barriers were 

observed to eliminate illiteracy in 

Kazakhstan: 

- Lack of specialist staff suitable for training 

the population; 

-Lack of new textbooks and lack of written 

instruments and lack of written instruments; 

- Weak material and technical base of 

education authorities in cities, especially in 

rural areas. 

        In February 1924, a branch of the All-

Union Society "to eliminate illiteracy" was 

created in Kazakhstan. On the pages of the 

newspaper "Sauat ashkysh", a plan for 

conducting classes for individual groups was 

published, short-term courses for the training 

of teachers-liquidators of illiteracy were 

opened. 

      Beginning in 1920, the Bolsheviks began 

everywhere to create emergency 

commissions for the elimination of illiteracy, 

which were engaged in accounting for the 

illiterate population, training teachers, 

organizing schools and short-term courses. 

At these courses, they taught writing, 

reading, various crafts, clubs and theaters 

were opened. Disciplines such as 

environmental studies, accounting, singing, 

drawing, etc. were taught here. Elements of 

indoctrination of the population were also 

introduced. For this purpose, the Soviet 

authorities recruited experienced specialists. 

So, in 1919, in the Omsk district of the 

Akmola province, Magzhan Zhumabaev, 

Koshke Kemengerov, Amre Isin and others 

took part in these courses. 

        According to S. Sadvakasov, who 

served as inspector of public education in 

1919, the rise of public education after 

October 1917 in Kazakhstan was “the most 

pressing need of the aul. Without it, no 

innovations in the steppe are possible ”[4, 

p.17]. S. Sadvakasov wrote a lot about the 

need to strengthen public education. In his 

article “The needs of the aul” he expressed 

deep thoughts that were far ahead of his time: 

“Every person working for the good of the 

people must firmly and forever remember 

that without education all his aspirations for 

the better are either unproductive or 

completely in vain. An unenlightened and 

ignorant people do not have strong 

convictions either. " 

            In October 1920, the People's 

Commissariat of Education of the Kazakh 

ASSR was created [5, p.122]. The 

Commissariat was headed by the People's 

Commissar of Education, who is also the 

chairman of the board. During the period 

under study, the people's commissars of 

education were A. Baitursynuly (1920-1921), 

S. Sadvakasov (1925-1927), U. Dzhandosov 

(1927-1929), S. Mendeshev (1930-1933), T. 

Zhurgenov (1933-1937) ) [6, p.71]. 

         The schools of Kazakhstan were built 

and developed on the basis adopted for the 

RSFSR, but with some peculiarities, mainly 

in the lower echelons. At the first stage of the 

formation of the new education system, the 

following types of schools existed: 

- Schools of the first stage with a 4-year term 

of study; 

- Seven-year schools; 

- Secondary school (nine-year); 

- Workers' faculties, as general secondary 

educational institutions, providing a 

complete secondary education for working 

and peasant youth who did not have the 

opportunity to receive it before [7, p.108]. 

      Since in order to eliminate illiteracy, the 

main thing was to learn to write and read, 

then in the course of the fight against 

illiteracy, the problem was posed of replacing 

the Arabic script with Latin, which came into 

use at that time. The People's Commissariat 

of the RSFSR for Nationalities in 1923 

created a commission to reform the Arabic 

script. 

        This commission worked on three 

issues: 

1) Preparation of writing for peoples without 

writing; 
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2) translation of peoples with their own 

writing into the Latin alphabet; 

3) reforming the Turkic writing [8, p.26]. 

       On March 6, 1926, the First All-Union 

Congress of Turkologists was held, at which 

the issue of translating the writing of the 

Turkic-speaking peoples into the Latin script 

was considered. At that time, A. 

Baitursynuly, the Council of People's 

Commissars of Public Education of the 

Kazakh ASSR, opposed the transition to the 

Latin alphabet. A. Bukeikhanov and A. 

Baitursynuly proposed to simplify some 

features of the Arabic writing [9, p.108]. 

Supporters of the abandonment of the Arabic 

alphabet said that the transition to the use of 

the Latin script is a conspiracy on the national 

culture. They considered that a transition to a 

new alphabet, characteristic only for 

Europeans, was necessary in Kazakhstan, but 

the conditions were not yet ripe. However, 

adhering to the task of consolidating a single 

cultural space, the Soviet leadership did not 

share the views of the representatives of the 

Republic. A commission was created to 

create a new alphabet, which in the fall of 

1929 presented a draft of the Kazakh alphabet 

based on the Latin alphabet. Until the full 

transition to the Latin alphabet, the Arabic 

script was used. The printing technique began 

to be equipped with the Latin alphabet. This 

facilitated the publication of newspapers, 

textbooks, literature. The republic began to 

use simultaneously two alphabets: for 

Kazakh - Latin, for Russian - Cyrillic. By the 

end of the 30s of the XX century, the USSR 

had become a totalitarian state. The 

formation of a totalitarian system began to 

manifest itself in culture. In 1940, a draft of a 

new Kazakh alphabet based on the Cyrillic 

alphabet was developed. At the V session of 

the Supreme Council on November 10, 1940, 

a law was adopted "on the translation of the 

Latinized Kazakh writing into a new alphabet 

based on Russian graphics" [10, p.38]. 

      Conclusion. The adopted decrees in the 

field of education and enlightenment after the 

October Revolution changed the life of the 

USSR and Kazakh society: firstly, the people 

switched to a new form of education, 

secondly, the Kazakh people switched from 

the Arabic alphabet to the Latin alphabet, 

then to the Cyrillic alphabet, and thirdly, 

according to In the Soviet Union and in 

Kazakh society, the number of children and 

adults studying has increased, and illiteracy 

has been eliminated. 
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