
 

              
      

               
    

 
             

  

  
            
        
            
                

    
              

             
             
           

              
     

 
            

  
        
    

    
         
       

  
               

           
           

           
              
           

           
                

     
           

           

Choosing  Literature and  Informational  Texts  
Module:  Shared  Reading  
Content  Activity: Coach  

Note this document does not have an adult reading partner version because it is meant 
to facilitate a discussion. 

Big Idea: 
• Adults provide access to books that are interesting, accessible, and age and 

ability respectful. 

Guiding Statements: 
• I choose books that are the right length to hold students’ attention. 
• I choose books that the students can understand. 
• I choose books that are interesting and age respectful of the students. 
• I choose books that are in a format my students can access based on visual, 

auditory, and tactile needs. 
When students first begin to engage in shared reading, the activity may be unfamiliar. 
Students may have minimal experience sharing books with an adult and be uncertain 
about whether this is an activity they will enjoy. Adults can support student interest 
during shared reading by intentionally choosing literature and informational texts that 
are not too long, are written in language the students understand, and are about 
engaging and age respectful topics. 

Directions 
1. Demonstrate how to find an informational and literature books on Tar Heel 

Shared Reader. 
2. Preview one or two books that from each category. 
3. Evaluate each book: 

a. Is the book a good length to keep student attention? 
b. Would students be interested in the topic? 
c. Is the book age respectful? 

Coach Discussion: 
[Information below is scripted as an example of what you may say to participants, but 
you may choose to adjust the script to fit your style.] 

• We are going to search the Tar Heel Shared Reader interface for both 
informational and literature books. Some of your students may really like dogs, 
(Type the topic DOGS in the search window) you will see that multiple books 
come up. Let’s preview the literature books Henry and Mudge Go Camping, 
Puppies, and The New Puppy, and the informational books Dogs at Work, Taking 
Care of a Dog and Finding a Lost Dog. (If you have limited time, choose one or 
two of each text type) 

o Think about your students as we preview this set of books. 
• Are they a good length to keep student(s) attention? 
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TEXT SELECTION 2 
• Will your student(s) understand most of the words in the book? 
• Are the books interesting and age respectful (preview the books 

highlighting the difference between the literature-based books and 
the information-based books)? 

It is important that students get experience with both informational- and 
literature-based books to tap into and expand their interests. 

• Now think about some age respectful topics that may be of interest to your 
students. All your students may not like the same things, so it’s important to 
have a variety of choices. 

o What are some of the things you think about just off the top of your head, 
that your students would like to read about? (Write down the ideas 
participants offer). 

• Is there another topic you would like to find more books on? 
• Are there other resources you can use to find both informational and literature 

texts? 
o Discuss options such as searching the school or local library, and/or asking 

advice from the Media specialist, other online texts, classroom library. 
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