Worship Resources
23 April 2023
Third Sunday of Easter
1 Peter 1:17-23
Trust in God

Additional Scriptures
Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19; Luke 24:13-35; Acts 2:14a, 36-41; Doctrine and Covenants 159:7-8

Preparation
Four participants will be needed for the Call to Worship. One has an apple. A chair is set up on the stage front and center. For Lighting the Peace Candle, hand out electric candles to everyone.

Prelude

Welcoming Hymn	
“Dios está aquí/God is Here Today”    sing several times	CCS 150
	Encourage participants to sing in languages other than their own.
OR “As the Deer”   sing twice	CCS 148

Welcome, Joys, and Concerns

Call to Worship
NOTE: Person 4 carries an apple.
Person 1: 	sits at the front on a chair 	I’m hungry.
Person 2: 	enters and crosses the stage, hesitates next to, not in front of, Person 1 
Trust in God. God loves you.   Exits
Person 1: 	I’m hungry.
Person 3: 	enters and crosses the stage, hesitates next to, not in front of, Person 1 
My thoughts and prayers go out for you.    Exits
Person 1: 	I’m hungry.
Person 4: 	enters and crosses the stage, hesitates next to, not in front of, Person 1 
Here ya go. 	Hands Person 1 an apple.    Exits
Person 1:	watches Person 4 leave with gratitude.    Exits

Invocation

Response

Disciples’ Generous Response
Statement
Nobody wants you to give money to the church. Everybody wants you to give generously to help the people continue to minister to all of creation around the globe. Giving tithes is the mechanism to make that happen in places and circumstances beyond our own realm of possibilities. 

Sometimes it means helping maintain operations necessary to minister, sometimes it means helping other people minister in ways we can’t, and sometimes it means helping create resources to help people minister. Our call is to live as a community, and we need each other and our resources to reach out in Love.

During this time of a Disciples’ Generous Response, we focus on aligning our heart with God’s heart. Our offerings are more than meeting budgets or funding mission. We can tangibly express our gratitude to God through our offerings, who is the giver of all.

As we share our mission tithes either by placing money in the plates or through eTithing, use this time to thank God for the many gifts received in life. Our hearts grow aligned with God’s when we gratefully receive and faithfully respond by living Christ’s mission.

Blessing and Receiving of Local and Worldwide Mission Tithes

For additional ideas, see Disciples’ Generous Response Tools at www.CofChrist.org/disciples-generous-response tools.

Scripture Reading	 
	1 Peter 1:17-23

Hymn 	
“God of Wonder, God of Thunder” 	CCS 18
OR “Rain Down” 	 CCS 260

Sharing in the Spoken Word
Based on 1 Peter 1:17-23

Prayer for Peace
Light the Peace Candle
Row by row, have people turn on their candles. Keep them lit for the rest of the service.

Prayer 
O Lord of all creation,
We meet you in this sacred time to express the yearning in our hearts for peace. Enfold each of us with your mantel of great inner calm as we live in an age of confusion. Show us the real and lasting truths of your peace that we may share with others. There is a great concern that all might be treated with humanity, as individuals, as equals. Grant that we may choose the best paths to alleviate this suffering. May we seek out and acknowledge the divine in every creature of your world. Give us the discerning wisdom to leave open areas in our hearts for our differences. Teach us tolerance. Help us always uphold the image of Jesus Christ, your Son, in whose name we pray. Amen.	- Barbara L. Beal

For additional ideas: Find this day’s Prayer for Peace service on the church’s website at www.CofChrist.org. 

Words of Trust and Affirmation 
	Doctrine and Covenants 159:7-8

Closing Hymn	
	“Called by Christ to Love Each Other” 	CCS 577
	OR “Joy to the World!” 	CCS 408

Benediction

Sending Forth
Trust in God to help you respond to need in the world, to feed the hungry, to restore the earth. Remember that we belong to God and to each other. Take your candle into the world. Be light for others. Go in peace.

Postlude


Sermon Helps
Sermon Helps Year A – Letters 
Third Sunday of Easter 
1 Peter 1:17-23 

Exploring the Scripture 
1 Peter is a pastorally rich letter written most likely to converted Gentiles. There continue to be Jewish connections, however. Peter opens his letter stating, “to the exiles of the diaspora” — diaspora at first defining those living outside Palestine. And in this sense, those living in northern Asia Minor where people believed much differently. The letter could be taken in a figurative sense that these believers are not at home in this physical world. Often, this group of new Christians was on the social and political fringes of their communities. Peter writes to offer hope and support to this new faith community. 
This text describes how to live and behave towards one another.  It is also a reminder of Jesus who died for them and to trust in the enduring word of God. “To live in reverent fear during the time of your exile” reminds the newly converted Gentiles that they live in an environment that is not familiar to their newfound faith. They may feel like aliens in a strange land. Gentiles may be living away from their homelands, but Christians also often felt their true homeland was heaven. Peter reminds them living in “reverent fear” is not a frightened state. “Fearing” God means something different. “Reverent fear” is reverence and faith that leads us to obey God’s commandments.  
Peter quotes from Proverbs (Hebrew Bible), “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge” (7:1). Another Jewish connection reminder.  Peter’s exile language also connects the Exodus story of being in the wilderness, saved by God’s grace. 
Peter reminds them, “they were ransomed from what they inherited from their ancestors, not with silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ.” Gold and silver were the common currency needed for buying someone out of slavery. Yet, their deliverance was not with things of this world but by the precious blood of Christ. Redemption through Christ is more precious than any form of exchange on Earth.  
It is in our response to Christ’s redemption that we give God glory (verse 21). Peter reminds his audience, “your faith and hope are set on God—by your obedience to the truth—have genuine mutual love, love one another deeply from the heart.” (verse 22). As God loves you, love one another deeply from the heart. Another offering of hope and support that they (and we) are not alone. 
And finally, Peter reflects on their conversions, “you have been born anew—through the living and enduring word of God.” When we read, “you have been born anew,” this often is taken as a personal, even private experience. Often it is a way of talking about our relationship with God or an experience that affected our conversion.  However, it is essential to remember that this phrase is more about the more significant spiritual experience than ethical conduct. Connecting the idea of born again with our acts to love one another intensely reminds us that if we are radically changed (born again) by the gospel, God’s love, we act as God would to all humankind. The call is to live consistently with the gospel. 


Central Ideas 
	We are connected throughout history in times of exile; God never leaves us. 

	We are ransomed with the blood of Christ. 

	Trust in God; be born anew through the living word of God. Live the radical message of the gospel 


Questions for the Speaker 
	When have you felt in exile, either physically or spiritually? 

	What does it mean to live the message of the gospel radically? 

	Where do you find grace when trying to live the message of Peter’s letter? 

	If you were to write a letter to new Christian converts or a congregation recommitting its life to Christ’s mission, what would you say? 




Sacred Space – Small Group Resources

Year A, Letters

Third Sunday of Easter

1 Peter 1:17–23 NRSV

Gathering
Welcome
Today is the third Sunday of the Easter Season. The Easter Season lasts fifty days and concludes with the Day of Pentecost.

Prayer for Peace
Ring a bell or chime three times slowly.
Light the peace candle.
Creator God, we come to this place to worship you, but we also come to find peace. Open our hearts to you. Still our spirits and free our minds to hear your voice. May this flame of peace warm each of us to your Spirit of blessing, to your calming presence, and to your healing love. May this sacred time together prepare us to be peacemakers in our homes…schools…workplaces…cities…countries…and world. Make us one, loving God, through your peace. Amen.
Spiritual Practice
Centering Prayer
Centering prayer is a method of meditation used by Christians to sit in silence with God. This prayer helps us experience God’s presence within us.
This day we will focus on the word rejoice.
Slowly read the following instructions:
Sit with relaxed posture and close your eyes. We will spend three minutes in centering prayer.
Breathe in a regular, natural rhythm.
As you breathe in and out, say the word peace in your mind.
Breathe in and out, focusing only on your word.
When we are done we will sit for two minutes in silence, eyes closed, listening to the silence.
When time is up, share these closing instructions:
Offer a brief word of thanks to God, take a deep breath, and open your eyes when you are ready.


Sharing Around the Table
1 Peter 1:17–23 NRSV
If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to their deeds, live in reverent fear during the time of your exile. You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish. He was destined before the foundation of the world, but was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. Through him you have come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are set on God.
Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you have genuine mutual love, love one another deeply from the heart. You have been born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of God.
Peter writes to give hope and support to this new community. Those reading the letter in its original context were living in areas where their beliefs contrasted distinctly to those of the prevailing culture. To “live in reverent fear during the time of your exile” acknowledges that the newly converted community lives in an environment unfamiliar to its newfound faith.
This text describes how to live and behave toward one another and to trust in the enduring purposes of God. Peter reminds them that living in “reverent fear” is not a frightened state. “Fearing” God means something different. “Reverent fear” is reverence and faith that leads us to obey God’s commandments.
Peter reminds them they “were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from [their] ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ.” Gold and silver were the common currency needed for buying someone out of slavery. Yet, their deliverance was not with things of this world. Redemption through Christ is more precious than any form of exchange on Earth.
Finally, Peter reflects on their conversions: “You have been born anew…through the living and enduring word of God.” When we read, “you have been born anew,” this often is taken as a personal, even private experience. However, connecting the idea of born again with our acts to love one another intensely reminds us that if we are radically changed by the gospel, God’s love, we act as God would to all humankind. That is where we find hope and comfort.

Questions
When have you felt in exile, physically or spiritually?
What does it mean to radically live the message of the gospel?
If you were to write a letter to new Christians or a group recommitting its life to Christ’s mission, what would you say?

Sending
Generosity Statement
Beloved Community of Christ, do not just speak and sing of Zion. Live, love, and share as


Zion: those who strive to be visibly one in Christ, among whom there are no poor or oppressed.
—Doctrine and Covenants 165:6a
The offering basket is available if you would like to support ongoing, small-group ministries as part of your generous response.
This offering prayer for the Easter Season is adapted from A Disciple’s Generous Response:
God of rejoicing, we share our gifts joyfully and with thanksgiving in response to the generous gifts you have given us. May the offerings we share bring joy, hope, love, and peace into the lives of others that they might experience your mercy and grace. Amen.
Invitation to Next Meeting

Closing Hymn
Community of Christ Sings 219, “Restore in Us, O God”

Closing Prayer

Optional Additions Depending on Group
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
Thoughts for Children



Prayer for Peace
Ring a bell or chime three times slowly.
Light the peace candle.
Creator God, we come to this place to worship you, but we also come to find peace. Open our hearts to you. Still our spirits and free our minds to hear your voice. May this flame of peace warm each of us to your Spirit of blessing, to your calming presence, and to your healing love. May this sacred time together prepare us to be peacemakers in our homes…schools…workplaces…cities…countries…and world. Make us one, loving God, through your peace. Amen.


Spiritual Practice
Centering Prayer
Centering prayer is a method of meditation used by Christians to sit in silence with God. This prayer helps us experience God’s presence within us.
This day we will focus on the word rejoice.
Slowly read the following instructions:
Sit with relaxed posture and close your eyes. We will spend three minutes in centering prayer.
Breathe in a regular, natural rhythm.
As you breathe in and out, say the word peace in your mind.
Breathe in and out, focusing only on your word.
When we are done we will sit for two minutes in silence, eyes closed, listening to the silence.
When time is up, share these closing instructions:
Offer a brief word of thanks to God, take a deep breath, and open your eyes when you are ready.


Sharing Around the Table
1 Peter 1:17–23 NRSV
If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to their deeds, live in reverent fear during the time of your exile. You know that you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish. He was destined before the foundation of the world, but was revealed at the end of the ages for your sake. Through him you have come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are set on God.
Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you have genuine mutual love, love one another deeply from the heart. You have been born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of God.
Peter writes to give hope and support to this new community. Those reading the letter in its original context were living in areas where their beliefs contrasted distinctly to those of the prevailing culture. To “live in reverent fear during the time of your exile” acknowledges that the newly converted community lives in an environment unfamiliar to its newfound faith.
This text describes how to live and behave toward one another and to trust in the enduring purposes of God. Peter reminds them that living in “reverent fear” is not a frightened state. “Fearing” God means something different. “Reverent fear” is reverence and faith that leads us to obey God’s commandments.
Peter reminds them they “were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from [their] ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ.” Gold and silver were the common currency needed for buying someone out of slavery. Yet, their deliverance was not with things of this world. Redemption through Christ is more precious than any form of exchange on Earth.
Finally, Peter reflects on their conversions: “You have been born anew…through the living and enduring word of God.” When we read, “you have been born anew,” this often is taken as a personal, even private experience. However, connecting the idea of born again with our acts to love one another intensely reminds us that if we are radically changed by the gospel, God’s love, we act as God would to all humankind. That is where we find hope and comfort.

Questions
When have you felt in exile, physically or spiritually?
What does it mean to radically live the message of the gospel?
If you were to write a letter to new Christians or a group recommitting its life to Christ’s mission, what would you say?


Generosity Statement
Beloved Community of Christ, do not just speak and sing of Zion. Live, love, and share as Zion: those who strive to be visibly one in Christ, among whom there are no poor or oppressed.
—Doctrine and Covenants 165:6a
The offering basket is available if you would like to support ongoing, small-group ministries as part of your generous response.
This offering prayer for the Easter Season is adapted from A Disciple’s Generous Response:
God of rejoicing, we share our gifts joyfully and with thanksgiving in response to the generous gifts you have given us. May the offerings we share bring joy, hope, love, and peace into the lives of others that they might experience your mercy and grace. Amen.


Thoughts for Children
You will need:
pipe cleaners in various colors
Say: What does love look like to you? Use the pipe cleaners to represent love.
Allow participants to share what they created.
Say: Those are all wonderful understandings of love! In today’s scripture we are called to love one another deeply.
When our love is deep, it won’t be easily influenced or diminished. Just as God’s love for us is unconditional, we are called to love others without expectation. 
Allow participants to take their pipe-cleaner creations with them as they return to their seats.



