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INTRODUCTION 
 
Resistance to the true king, this is the tale of human history and the central struggle in the 
text before us.  As usual we see sinful men used of the devil to promote themselves like the 
antichrist into the place of the true king.  We see resistance and subterfuge attempting to 
gather strength to overthrow God’s will to have His ruler in place.  The ruler of the people of 
Israel is not merely a political position, it has been identified in promise and prophecy as the 
seat from which the nations will be ruled and satan overcome.  It was the centre of the 
religious life of the only nation God had identified as the people He would dwell with at the 
time.  The throne of Israel then must be one of the most battle intensive areas in history as 
the devil continuously attempts to take the throne and if he cannot take it to dilute it with 
compromise, or poison it with sin, or as in the garden lead the king into sin that God would 
judge and destroy him.  Adonijah attempting to take the throne from Solomon may appear 
on the outside to be a case of sibling rivalry but it is something greater.   
 
Adonijah seems well set being handsome, the eldest and having the support of key men in 
the establishment to monopolise on this time of weakness in David.  Our portion documents 
in detail how certain kingdom minded people were used to set things in motion that God’s 
promised king would in fact take the throne.  We want to examine this text in two parts.  
We want to look firstly at Nathan and Bathsheba as kingdom minded servants who God 
used to bring about the coronation of Solomon.  And then we want to look at Solomon 
becoming king and the responses of Benaiah and Adonijah to that.   
 
Royal conspiracy 
 
Among the various commentaries on this text you will find liberal and unbelieving ones who 
have a very unsympathetic reading of this text.  They see David as an impotent and 
dementia ridden geriatric who is being manipulated by the wily Bathsheba and the conniving 
Nathan.  They claim there are lies spoken to a man with no memory of promises he never 
made to try and manoeuvre their choice of man onto the throne.   Nathan and Bathsheba 
are on God’s side, on the side of seeing God’s promise to Solomon fulfilled.   
 
Nathan is the key man we need to focus on as we begin, v11, ‘Then Nathan said to 
Bathsheba the mother of Solomon, "Have you not heard that Adonijah the son of Haggith 
has become king and David our lord does not know it?’  Nathan is the court prophet.  He is 
the man who hears from God who directs the man who gives directions because he speaks 
with God’s authority, so that even the king must obey.  Nathan has played a very important 
role so far in relation to the promises given to David and in particular David’s son Solomon 
who will be king.  It was Nathan who gave David the promise that his son would sit on his 
throne, and rule over God’s kingdom forever, 2 Sam. 7:12-13.  It was Nathan who 
confronted David about his sin with Uriah and Bathsheba.  But after David was restored it 
was also Nathan who spoke about Solomon being beloved of God, 2 Sam. 12:24-25, ‘Then 
David comforted his wife, Bathsheba, and went in to her and lay with her, and she bore a 
son, and he called his name Solomon. And the LORD loved him and sent a message by 
Nathan the prophet. So he called his name Jedidiah, because of the LORD.’  David’s first 



child to Bathsheba died, but after David had repented and married Bathsheba, Solomon was 
conceived and God called him, Jedidiah, which means beloved.  It was probably this 
indication of God’s favour which led to David making the oath to Bathsheba that Solomon 
would be the next king.  David gives us some more info in 1 Chron. 22:6-10 where he talks 
about a word God had given him about Solomon and we assume given that things from the 
other promises are mentioned that they were from Nathan too, ‘Then he called for Solomon 
his son and charged him to build a house for the LORD, the God of Israel.7 David said to 
Solomon, "My son, I had it in my heart to build a house to the name of the LORD my God.8 
But the word of the LORD came to me, saying, 'You have shed much blood and have waged 
great wars. You shall not build a house to my name, because you have shed so much blood 
before me on the earth.9 Behold, a son shall be born to you who shall be a man of rest. I 
will give him rest from all his surrounding enemies. For his name shall be Solomon, and I 
will give peace and quiet to Israel in his days.10 He shall build a house for my name. He 
shall be my son, and I will be his father, and I will establish his royal throne in Israel 
forever.'    
 
With all of this background to Nathan’s knowledge of Solomon’s choice, it is understandable 
that Nathan is the instigator in all of this.  It also causes other things to stand out.  Firstly, it 
becomes a little more obvious why Solomon and Nathan were not invited to Adonijah’s 
party.  And it helps us see that there would have been a clear understanding in Adonijah’s 
mind that Solomon was the next man in line.  Secondly, it highlights the sort of religion 
Adonijah was indulging.  If you glance back at v9 you will see sacrifices and a priest, but no 
prophet.  This describes a lot of religion today.  There are many churches that have the 
appearances of religion, they have ceremonies, they have people dressed for office, they 
have all the outward trappings of religion, but the word of God is absent.  It could be great 
music and all sorts of activities in the service, but if the word of God is not present, if God is 
not speaking by His Spirit through His word, then it is empty religion.   
 
So we see Nathan who is concerned to see God’s will done makes a plan.  Now we must 
admit there is a plan here, Bathsheba and Nathan are strategizing to move David in a 
certain direction, but all their wisdom is not an attempt to get him to do their own will but 
God’s will.  Nathan’s plan involves two witnesses informing David against his own son and 
most trusted officials.  It is a plan to impress the urgency of the moment and the need for 
action.  He gets Bathsheba to go in first, in v15-20.  As she goes in we notice that she is 
deferential and respectful of the king’s authority, something Adonijah is not.  And she 
appeals to the fact of his vow, and the fact that she and Solomon will likely be killed to 
make David act.  The exclusion from table fellowship is not merely impolite it is a statement 
about being cut off.   
 
In v22-26 we see Nathan going in with the same story but where Bathsheba spoke to 
appeal to David’s pity, Nathan stresses David’s authority which has been undermined with 
the repeated questioning whether he has sanctioned this or not, v24, 27.   
 
The kingdom mindedness we see in these two is encouraging and challenges us.  We see 
that they treated their earthly king with deference and as having authority.  We have the 
King of kings as our Lord.  When we come into His presence to worship Him are we this 
respectful and mindful of His glory?  We see that they saw the king’s authority as law, is this 
how we see our own King’s will?  Have we lost the ability to obey orders and be under 
authority?  Notice as well that they are in earnest and act quickly seeing what the hour 
requires because they cannot abide God’s will resisted and the king’s word disregarded.  
They are motivated not slow to action and unconcerned.  Why is it only Nathan and 
Bathsheba, where are the others who no doubt would have known about this big event?   



Another aspect of their acting stands out as instruction for us.  They were both convinced of 
the promises of God and acted in light of the promises of God.  The promise was made that 
Solomon would be king.  Now some people treat promises as an opportunity to do nothing, 
not recognising that God employs means, namely our obedience, to bring certain things to 
pass.  For example, God has promised that every elect sheep will hear Jesus voice, they will 
respond, and none will snatch them out of His hands and He will raise every one of them on 
the last day.  There are certain things we cannot do like regenerate or resurrect ourselves, 
but among these various steps of God saving us there are parts that God has appointed for 
us to do.  Namely, He commands us to believe and repent, He commands us to be holy, to 
persevere, to put sin to death.  The promises of God are not seen as a reason to not work 
but to work with confidence that what we are doing is appointed by God to bring about the 
promises He has made.  We cannot delude ourselves and pretend that we are so great and 
that God needs us, rather we recognise that He is great and what a privilege that the God 
who can speak a universe into being has condescended to use us as partners to bring His 
purposes about.  Nathan and Bathsheba don’t sit back and expect God to cause this to 
happen apart from their efforts.  They make every effort to act. 
 
Think then on some of the promises we have and how we ought to act in light of them, 
Matt. 28:18-20, ‘And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me.19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,20 teaching them to observe all 
that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age."’  
Jesus is with us.  How should this influence our obedience to the great commission?  When 
we go into the world, to places that have never heard, or places that are hard, or places 
that have heard and are persecuting the church, we know we do not go alone.  We are not 
hindered by fear, we are optimistic about Christ causing the word He has appointed to bear 
fruit, we have an unwavering confidence that no matter what happens to us in terms of 
difficulty we are not forsaken of God.  The fact that God promises something does not mean 
we do not act but because the basis upon which we act.   
 
So whether we have a promise about being heard in prayer, or being rewarded for 
persecution, or our suffering being used for good.  The promise does not lead us to not 
pray, not endure, and not have faith, but through the obstacles our faith in the promises 
leads to new and invigorated action just like Nathan and Bathsheba.  And we should be 
encouraged by this.  Here we see a replaced wife and a marginalised prophet used as 
instruments of God to progress His purposes, there is hope that the Lord would use us as 
well.     
 
Let us not leave out David.  It is true that the text does not reflect well on him but as soon 
as David becomes aware of what is going on, he is quick to action.  He too is kingdom 
minded and active.   
 
Royal coronation 
 
David acts, in the first instance he calls back in Bathsheba to assure her by another oath 
that his previous promise will be kept v28-30, and this post haste, ‘even so will I do this 
day.’  Then he gets his officials together to orchestrate the immediate crowning of Solomon.  
He gets the high priest, the prophet, and the head of the king’s bodyguards and a personal 
representative of the king together to enact his plan, v32.  Solomon was to ride on David’s 
personal royal mule, much like Air Force 1 in the US.  Then as David and Saul had been 
officially anointed with oil, Solomon is to be anointed king.  Then there is to be the formal 
announcement by trumpet and chant, and then finally in formal procession he is to take his 



place on the throne.  This sequence is recorded three times for us, when David gives the 
instructions, v32-37, when it is executed, v38-40, and when it is reported to Adonijah, v41-
48.  We feel in the retelling that there is an accumulation and a ground swell of support for 
Solomon as the rejoicing of the people was so loud it could have caused an earthquake, 
v40.  And when Adonijah is told there is a great emphasis on the king’s servants 
congratulating David, and the report of David’s own words of thanks that seal by royal 
approval and thanksgiving the rise of Solomon to the throne.   
 
Solomon we know is a foreshadow of Christ.  Christ Himself makes reference to the fact that 
with His own arrival something greater than Solomon has appeared, Matt. 12:42.  Christ is 
the one who will build a temple, who is all wise, who will sit on the throne of David forever, 
rule in perfection, subdue all of God’s enemies, and cause true universal peace.  Solomon 
rode a donkey, when Jesus entered Jerusalem before He was killed He came riding on a 
donkey to fulfil the prophecy of Zech. 9:9, ‘Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!  Shout 
aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!  Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having 
salvation is he, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’  Solomon 
was anointed as king by a prophet and priest, John the Baptist is a prophet from a priest’s 
family who anointed Jesus at His baptism.  Solomon was called beloved by God, the voice of 
God was heard from heaven saying in Matt. 3:17, "This is my beloved Son, with whom I am 
well pleased."  But there was another anointing, one that Solomon could not perform for 
Israel which Jesus did for us.  Jesus was anointed for burial.  For before the King could build 
His temple, He first had to die for the sins of those who would be the living stones in it.  
Jesus died the sinners death, the King of the kingdom died for His subjects that they might 
live.  And as Solomon was enthroned, so Jesus is exalted to the right hand of the Father and 
is sitting there ruling until He comes again.   
 
There are two responses to the coronation of God’s chosen king, first there is Benaiah, v36-
37, ‘And Benaiah the son of Jehoiada answered the king, "Amen! May the LORD, the God of 
my lord the king, say so.37 As the LORD has been with my lord the king, even so may he be 
with Solomon, and make his throne greater than the throne of my lord King David."’  
Benaiah is obviously a man of great faith.  He has observed the faithfulness of God to David 
his master and prays a greater blessing for Solomon.  This is not intended as an insult on 
David, but a prayer for the fulfilling of the promise given to David about a greater son 
succeeding him.  Benaiah gladly accepts God’s choice of king and pledges his own allegiance 
as is evident in his prayer and praise.  Then there is Adonijah.  He and his party hear the 
ruckus and wonder what is going on, only to be told that David has pre-emptively crowned 
Solomon, v41-48.  The guests slink away in fear but Adonijah knowing that he has 
committed treason runs to the horns of the altar seeking asylum.  Solomon likely feeling 
magnanimous with his recent coronation grants a reprieve.  But think on Adonijah’s 
acceptance of the king.  He bows, he does homage to the new king, but he does not bow in 
his heart.  His is a false submission.  How different to Benaiah.  These men are illustrative of 
our own responses to Christ.  Do we see God’s choice for another to rule us and we gladly 
bow the knee to God’s choice pledging our own allegiance as we seek the prosperity of the 
King?  Or will we be like Adonijah, we give an outward show of religion and allegiance to the 
king, but in our hearts we think we should be king.  Adonijah is going to show his heart 
when he attempts to take David’s concubine after he dies, an act of defiance but a 
victorious king over a weaker one.  He says with his lips that he serve the king but in his 
heart he only serves himself. 
 
What is your response to Christ?  Are you glad that God’s promised King, His beloeved has 
come and are you willing to be obedient to Him, seeking His kingdom and serving him 



faithfully as Nathan and Bathsheba and Benaiah have done?  Or are you like Adonijah, you 
don’t want Jesus to rule you, you want to rule yourself?                       


