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 For nearly a century, the Seminary of Our Lady of Angels operated a cemetery across 

from the campus of Niagara University on Lewiston Road. Placed almost directly opposite Clet 

Hall, it was here in “that little graveyard on the hill” that those Vincentians who passed during 

their service on Monteagle Ridge were interred, in addition to several university employees and 

others.1 Historical records give us sporadic details, and some information has been completely 

lost to time. What information we do have comes largely from the digitized pages of the Niagara 

Index, which began in 1870 as the first student newspaper. That the cemetery is mentioned in the 

first year of print and is referred to as a “cemetery” suggests it saw much use and must have been 

quite established by that time. When the cemetery residents were disinterred to make way for the 

New York State Power Authority, the near century old cemetery was the final resting place for 

57 priests and laypeople.  

 There are no shortages of physical descriptions of the university cemetery, as students 

would often express their adoration and respect in the Niagara Index, painting a vivid portrait of 

the place. “Our graveyard is on an elevated spot looking towards the river, the grounds are set off 

with clumps of evergreens which cast a cooling shade on the graves, and serve as animated 

monuments for those whose eyes are closed in the sleep of death.”2 While poems and essays 

about the cemetery abound, there are few actual pictures of the grounds, let alone a map. One of 

the most vivid and descriptive photographs is hidden amongst the pages of The Seagull, a one-off 

university yearbook published in 1917. In addition, the university archives also hold several 

                                                
1 Niagara Index Issue 17, pg. 9, May 15, 1877, via HeinOnline database. 
2 Niagara Index Issue 10, pg. 75, May 15, 1870, via HeinOnline database. 
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photos of the disinterment of the graves. However, given the private nature of these photographs, 

they have not been publicly displayed. 

The exact location of the cemetery is unknown, although a careful study of what few 

pictures exist would suggest it was near where the current Niagara Power Vista sits. What can be 

drawn from archival sources is that the cemetery was somewhat heavily planted, with plenty of 

trees and shrubs overlooking the Niagara Gorge. In November of 1897, a fence was constructed 

in conjunction with an overall renovation of the cemetery grounds and graves, especially that of 

Father Rice.3 This fence would be added to, and a stone arch would be constructed at the 

entrance to the grounds. Students at Niagara in the late 19th century would often stroll around the 

grounds, admiring the natural beauty of the Niagara Gorge. Then as now, such a scene captivates 

the senses and conveys a sense of tranquility and serenity befitting a final resting place. 

 The first to call the cemetery home was Father John McGuinness, a Vincentian who 

passed away from pneumonia on January 12th, 1861.4 Exactly when Father McGuinness was 

interred is not known, and there is no mention of a cemetery in archival sources prior to his 

death, suggesting the cemetery was likely created out of necessity. The earliest available 

reference to the cemetery can be found in the 10th issue of the Niagara Index, dated May 15th, 

1870, the first year of print. An article entitled “The Three Graves” does much to illustrate what 

the graveyard looked like at the time, describing the geography of the area and those graves 

present. Whether these three graves were all that was in the cemetery at the time is unknown. 

The History of Niagara University: Seminary of Our Lady of Angels, published in 1931, 

                                                
3 Niagara Index Issue 6, pg. 89, December 15, 1897, via HeinOnline database. 
4 LIB42.75 
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mentions a total of 13 confrere brothers and nine priests having been interred within the 

cemetery grounds, the last being Father John Brady per the time of writing.5 

 The cemetery occasionally fell into periods of disuse and subsequent overgrowth. The 

Niagara Index makes light of several examples. Responsibility for the care and upkeep of the 

cemetery grounds fell largely on the seminarians and student organizations. One example from 

the Index describes the poor appearance of the grounds. “The College cemetery is in need of 

repairs. The grass has outgrown all proportions, and the fragrant weed has undisputed sway. We 

hope that during vacation this matter will be looked after…”6 In the years where no new burials 

took place the cemetery was often left to grow freely. The maintenance of the land was always a 

point of protest in the Index, and many calls were made in its pages for action.  

Some of the more intriguing details of the cemetery are also contained within the Index. 

An article from December of 1890 mentions one of the graves being that of an individual who 

fought for the Confederacy in the Civil War.7 The identity of this individual is unknown.8 

Additionally, the cemetery contained the grave of Thomas F. Hopkins, a 21 year old seminarian 

who perished on December 5th, 1864 while trying to stay the progress of a campus fire. The May 

15th, 1870 edition of the Niagara Index notes the presence of a stone memorial dedicated to 

Thomas Hopkins, and what few period photographs of the cemetery exist also appear to show a 

white stone column. In fact, the same Index edition goes so far as to record the inscriptions on 

the memorial. A photograph taken shortly before the cemetery was destroyed clearly shows this 

monument. The stone monument now rests on the university campus on the Lewiston Road side 

                                                
5 J. P. McKey, History of Niagara University: Seminary of Our Lady of Angels (Buffalo, NY: Gulielmus Turner, 

1931), 270. 
6 Niagara Index Issue 19, pg. LXXVI, June 23, 1880, via HeinOnline database. 
7 Niagara Index Issue 5, pg. 53, December 1, 1890, via HeinOnline database. 
8 Based on a list of those interred in the cemetery, it would appear that this individual was likely Brother James 

Dixon or Brother Dennis Keyes. 



 4 

of Clet Hall. The small cross that once rested atop the pillar has been removed. Interestingly 

enough, records also mention an attempt to deface the grave of Father Rice, prompting the 

construction of a new brick arch to replace a previous one that had fallen in to disrepair.9 The 

digitized Niagara Index records span 32 volumes, from 1870 to 1900. Aside from a few 

mentions and even fewer pictures in the university yearbook, The Niagaran, few other records of 

the cemetery exist. It remains unknown when the name of Our Lady of Angels Cemetery was 

first used, as archival sources find no mention of that name until only a few years before the 

cemetery was being deconstructed. For most of its existence it was simply referred to as the 

university or college cemetery. 

In 1958, the New York State Power Authority acquired several hundred acres of 

university land, which included the cemetery. As a result, the graves were disinterred and 

transported to be reinterred in other locations. Forty-one Vincentian priests and brothers were 

sent to Saint Joseph’s College Cemetery near Princeton, New Jersey. Each man was to be buried 

in an individually marked grave. Saint Joseph’s is now called Princeton Abbey and Cemetery 

and operates as a public cemetery controlled by the Vincentians.10 Ten of the graves in the 

university cemetery were sent to Gate of Heaven cemetery, located less than a mile away from 

Niagara. The bodies were to be interred in one lot with one marker listing the ten names. Father 

McGuinness, the first resident of the cemetery, was also moved to Gate of Heaven cemetery, 

receiving a special grave with a special marker. Father McGuinness was not the only Vincentian 

reinterred in Gate of Heaven, as records list Father McGraw and two unnamed seminarians were 

moved there as well where they also received a special plot with only one grave. A single grave 

                                                
9 Niagara Index Issue 18, pg. 281, June 15, 1897, via HeinOnline database. 
10 “A Place to Remember the Departed Brings New Life to Former Seminary,” Town Topics, July 6, 2016, 

http://www.towntopics.com/wordpress/2016/07/06/a-place-to-remember-the-departed-brings-new-life-to-former-

seminary/.  
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of a visitation nun was sent to the Monastery of the Visitation in Wilmington, Delaware.11 The 

monastery and its cemetery closed in 1993 and moved to Massachusetts. Lastly, one unknown 

grave was listed only as being moved to a local plot, with little additional detail given.12 

Archival sources indicate all monuments in the cemetery were removed and destroyed, 

including all headstones and markers, apart from Thomas Hopkins’s memorial. The cemetery 

grounds were screened, and the fence surrounding the area in addition to the gate and stone arch 

at the entrance to the cemetery were all removed. In total, about 15 individuals’ remains were 

moved to Gate of Heaven cemetery, and the rest of the graves, aside from that of the nun, were 

transported to Saint Joseph’s College.  

Much mystery still surrounds the cemetery, as uncertainties regarding its exact location, 

and errors and gaps in the historical record prevent us from having a complete historical picture. 

Given the labor involved in going through every physical edition of the Index not yet digitized, 

there is a strong likelihood that additional records and pieces of information will make 

themselves known once this has been done, hopefully adding a piece to the puzzle. One of the 

main issues regarding any historical research on the cemetery is the lack of complete and 

conclusive records. At the time, the cemetery simply existed and served a function for the 

seminary and university. Little thought was given to ensuring every event and action involving 

the cemetery was recorded, and if such records exist, they have yet to be found. More often than 

not, photographs and records have been uncovered randomly in the process of conducting other 

research. As more information becomes available and new sources are considered, the picture of 

the cemetery will become more complete.  

                                                
11 Jacques Kelly, “Nuns say goodbye to home after 100 years of solitude,” The Baltimore Sun, September 11, 1993, 

https://www.baltimoresun.com/news/bs-xpm-1993-09-11-1993254055-story.html.  
12 Archival records suggest this grave to be that of John Miller, an employee of the Seminary who passed away after 

a brief illness February 9th, 1871. He is mentioned on page 38 of the March 1st, 1871 edition of the Niagara Index. 
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Appendix A 

List of Graves in Our Lady of Angels/ Niagara University Cemetery, With Years of Death and Birth, 

According to Archival Records 

 

Name  Date of Death Date of Birth 

Rev. John McGinnis 

(McGuinness) 

January 12, 1861 Unknown 

Bro. William Herron13 December 28, 1863 January 1, 1818 

Thomas Hopkins December 5, 1864 1843 

Bro. John Leonard February 19, 1866 1808/1809 

Bro. James Moran April 23, 1866 August 16 

Timothy Dowley14 August 6, 1867 October 11, 1837 

M. Gleason15 November 20, 1867 Not stated 

Bro. Carmine Frola March 9, 1868 June 20, 1803 

Sister Mary Weber16 July 25, 1868 1837 

John Miller17 February 9, 1871 1821 

Richard Mirron18 May 30, 1878 Unknown 

Rev. Robert E.V. Rice July 29, 1878 June 3, 1837 

Bro. John Zambelloni/Zanboloni September 10, 1879 July 10, 1810 

T. Sullivan19 November 18, 1879 Not stated 

Dennis O’Brien20 June 14, 1882 Not stated 

M. Joyce21 April 13, 1882 Not stated 

Bro. John Moran January 26/January 27/June 26, 1822 

                                                
13 There is little information about this man in archival sources and what information is present is unclear. 
14 Vincentian Scholastic. 
15 Workman. 
16 Visitation Nun. 
17 Workman. 
18 Workman. 
19 Farm Veterinarian. 
20 Workman. 
21 Workman. 
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1885 

Bro. James Dixon July 8/August 14, 1890 June 30, 1829 

Bro. Dennis Keyes June 26, 1890 May 13, 1844 

Bro. Lawrence 

Sourigan/Souraghan 

October 28, 1891 1825/1826 

Rev. Joseph. A. Alizeri August 7, 1893 April 14, 1822 

John Kane22 September 28, 1897 Not stated 

Rev. John J. Talley March 27, 1898 December 22, 1841 

Bro. Daniel Kearns/Kerin  July/August 8, 1898 1821 

Bro. Lawrence Ryan September 7/10,1898 1833 

Rev. Patrick V. Kavanaugh December 9, 1899 May 12, 1842 

Joseph O’Shea November 21, 1901 1873 

Frances Grace23 1907 Not stated 

Bro. Patrick Hennelly March 31/ April 2, 1917 Not stated 

Rev. Richard Walters June 16/July 2, 1919 May 24, 1844 

Rev. John Hickey October 28, 1919 October 25, 1838 

Bro. Patrick O’Connor April 2, 1920 June 10, 1833/1834 

Rev. William Walsh24 October 29, 1921 August 23, 1856 

Bro. Vincent Bonner December 8, 1920/1923 November 22, 1864 

Rev. Gerald Kilb September 16/October 4, 1928 October 7, 1889 

Rev. John Brady October 12, 1929 September 16, 1866 

Rev. James McGraw25 April 29, 1934 1890 

Bro. Sinon O’Dea January 1/13, 1935 December 4, 1852/1854 

Rev. Arthur Flood April 5, 1935 March, 1859 

                                                
22 Oblate. 
23 Niece of Father Luke Grace. 
24 Not stationed at Niagara University, but was buried in the cemetery. 
25 Secular priest. 
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Rev. Matthew Rosa January 27/September 1, 1935 September 7, 1865 

Bro. Stephen Hessian/Hession September 23, 1936 December 4, 1867 

Rev. Martin Blake January 13, 1939 October 10, 1881 

Rev. John Downing26 April 26, 1939 November 10, 1873 

Rev. Harry Deegan January 17, 1942 November 25, 1907 

Rev. Frederick Burke July 14, 1942 January 21, 1896 

Ferdinand Phillips27 1942 Not stated 

Rev. Felix Drouet May 25, 1944 September 2, 1875 

Bro. Francis Smith March 1, 1945/1946 1857/1859 

Peter Nealen28 November 11, 1945 1880 

Rev. Thomas McFadden June 16, 1946 November 29, 1878 

Rev. John Regan/Reagan June 5, 1949 September 13, 1891 

Rev. Patrick Boland July 26, 1950 July 25, 1865 

Rev. Perry Conroy December 10, 1950 November 20, 1869 

Rev. Michael Higgins September 2, 1954 March 3/9, 1861 

Rev. James Walsh January 8, 1955 April 5, 1889 

One unknown grave29   

 

There are numerous discrepancies in dates and even spellings of names. Several individual lists were used 

to compile this chart. Many names and dates matched, and that is the date or name listed above. If they 

did not match, both spellings and both dates were included. 

                                                
26 Not stationed at Niagara University but was buried in the cemetery. 
27 Workman. 
28 Workman. 
29 Likely John Miller. 
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These photographs depict the former cemetery following the disinterment of the graves and 

destruction of the site in preparation for the Power Authority construction.30 

                                                
30 1959 Niagaran, pg. 189. 
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The above photographs were taken from approximately the same angle and give a general idea as 

to where the cemetery used to be. The first photograph depicts the campus around 2007.31 As can 

be seen in these photographs the cemetery was likely where the current Niagara Falls Power 

Vista sits.32 

                                                
31 “Vincentian Residence at Niagara University,” Congregation of the Mission Eastern Province, 

https://www.cmeast.org/project/vincentian-residence-niagara-university-new-york/.  
32 1956 Niagaran, pg. 85. 
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This overhead shot of the university campus in 1956 shows the cemetery in the upper right-hand 

corner, highlighted by a circle. The stone archway mentioned in the pages of the Index can be 

seen.33 

                                                
33 1956 Niagaran, pg. 85. 
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The first photograph is a zoomed-in image emphasizing the front archway of the cemetery 

grounds, taken in 1956.34 The second image shows the arch and cemetery from the road.35 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                
34 1956 Niagaran, pg. 85. 
35 1959 Niagaran, pg. 188. Also in university archives LIB42.75. 
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The above image is one of the few depictions of the interior of the cemetery grounds. The stone 

memorial to Thomas Hopkins figures prominently in the foreground of the photograph. This 

memorial now stands on the Lewiston Road side of Clet Hall.36 

                                                
36 1917 The Seagull, pg. 88. 


