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CORNSAY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
At a Meeting of Cornsay Parish Council held on Wednesday, 26th October, 2011, at 7.00pm, in the 
Community Hall, Hamsteels Estate, Esh Winning. 
 

Present: Parish Councillor B Armstrong (in the Chair) 
and Councillors S Clark, FS Duggan, K Duggan, R Makepeace, D Robb and C Stacey 

and County Councillor J Armstrong 
 
71. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
There were no apologies for absence. 
 
72. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
There were no declarations of interest.  
 
73. REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
 
Councillor J Armstrong reported that the Boundary Committee would be publishing their final 
recommendation for the electoral review of County Durham.  A review of parliamentary 
constituencies had also been commenced.  
 
The County Council had to save £66m and a review of funding for community buildings was 
underway.  
 
The AAP Forum was to be held at Lanchester EP School on 16 November, with the next Board 
meeting being on 14 December. 
 
Resolved: That the report be noted.   
 
74. MINUTES 
 
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 28th September, 2011, were confirmed as a correct record and 
signed by the Chairman.  
 
75. MATTERS ARISING 
 
There were no matters arising. 
 
76. FINANCIAL REPORT  
 

(a) Agreement was given for the payment of: 
 
(i) £143.16 to Mr D Walker in respect of Clerk’s wages. 
(ii) £35.80 to HMRC in respect of PAYE. 
(iii) £85.00 to TRACC in respect of play areas. 
(iv) £61.00 to Durham County Council in respect of play area sign. 
(v) £343.80 to Burnell Fencing in respect of new play area gate. 
(vi) £200.00 to Truby Tool Hire in respect of grass cutting 
(vii) £100.00 to SPC Maintanance in respect of small items of work 

 
(b) Cheques issued: 

 
(i)  28th Sep 2011 £ 486.31 Mr D Walker    No. 509 
(ii) 28th Sep 2011 £ 82.80 HMRC     No. 510 
(iii) 28th Sep 2011  £ 65.00 Cornsay Village Residents’ Assoc No. 511 
(iv) 28th Sep 2011  £ 162.00 BDO LLP     No. 512 
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(c) Cash at Bank 
 

Northern Rock   £28,642.88 
 

(d) AMC Account 
 
 The Clerk reported that he had received a further letter from the AMC Bank in relation to the 

closure of the account held with them. 
 
 The Bank had advised in September that they intended to cease providing current and 

cheque accounts with effect from 14th November, 2011, and accordingly required all funds to 
be removed from these accounts by that date.   

 
 On receipt of that letter, the Clerk had telephoned the Bank and agreement had been reached 

that the deadline of 14th November could be extended until such time as the Council had 
opened an account with an alternative provider.  The balance of the account, which reflected 
the funds remaining from the play strategy opt-out, could then be transferred directly to a new 
account.  This had been agreed at the September meeting, when the Council resolved to 
open an account with the Unity Trust Bank for this purpose.  

 
 Subsequently, however, further correspondence had been received from AMC noting that the 

Council had not made arrangements for the transfer of funds and asking that such 
arrangements be made immediately. On receipt of this correspondence, the Clerk had again 
discussed the matter with the AMC by telephone, and it appeared that the previously 
negotiated extension to the deadline would now no longer be possible and that it would be 
necessary to consent to transfer of funds to an alternative account.  

 
  Resolved: That the AMC Bank be instructed to transfer the balance of the account to the 

Northern Rock account, where it is to be held until such time as a suitable account for this 
ringfenced fund can be opened.  

 
77. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

(a) Royal Oak - Letter received in respect of use of Cornsay Colliery Park for 
bonfire and fireworks display on 5th, November. 
Resolved: That no objection be raised..  
 

(b) Durham County Council - Information received in relation Digital Durham project. 
Resolved: That the information be noted.  
 

(c) Durham County Council - Correspondence received in relation to community building 
grant aid review. 
Resolved: That the correspondence be noted. 
 

(d) Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee 

- Information received in relation to beacons in celebration of the 
Queens Diamond Jubilee. 
Resolved: That the information be passed to Cornsay Village 
Residents. 

(e) Durham County Council - Consultation on removal of CCTV cameras (including the one 
in Western Avenue). 
Resolved: That an objection be made to the removal of this 
CCTV camera. 

(f) Durham County Council - Request to make information regarding Registered Traders 
Scheme available to residents. 
Resolved: That the Council offer to make suitable information 
available as far as possible.  



 
 

409 

 

(g) Mid Durham AAP/ 
Parish Council’s 
Committee 

- Information received in respect of a directory of information 
produced by a neighbouring parish council. 
Resolved: That this Council would be interested in producing 
a similar guide for residents. 

 
78. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
There were no planning applications for consideration, however discussion took place regarding the 
development of terraced housing at Kingfisher Close.  It was observed that the gardens of the 
properties extended to the footpath alongside the main road, whereas previously there had been a 
verge between the footpath and the boundary of the wood yard. 
 
Resolved: That clarification be sought from Durham County Council in relation to this matter. 
 
79. HAMSTEELS COMMUNITY HALL 
 
It had been agreed to hold a public consultation even on 12th November in relation to the plans for a 
new community centre.  A number of current user groups had also expressed an interest in attending 
and demonstrating their activities.  
 
Resolved: (i) That a budget of £30 be agreed for the provision of refreshments and sundries. 
 
(ii) That flyers be delivered to every household in Hamsteels giving details of the event, with posters 
to be distributed in other areas. 
 
(iii) That the youth club be given permission to run a raffle at the event, with proceeds being used 
towards their activities.  
 
(iv) That the Hamsteels History Group be allowed to offer items for sale at the event. 

 
The Meeting closed at 7.30 pm 

 
Signed as a correct record: 
 
Chairperson 
 

……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 

Clerk ……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 
 


