
Thank you for selecting a Martin (Howatt) product. We feel  
confident that you will experience many years of enjoyment from your 
Martin bow.

Here at Martin Archery, we strive for excellence in all of our 
products and always welcome any comments from our customers.  
We also like to hear your success stories. Therefore, if you have any  
comments, photos or information that you would like to share 
with  Martin Archery, feel free to call or email. We’ll do our best to 
answer any 

Martin Archery
3301 E Isaacs Ave, Ste B
Walla Walla, WA 99362 U.S.A 
www.martinarchery.com

Thank You

A Recurve Bow And Its Parts
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ARROW REST
Al l  Mar tin  (Howatt)  bows,  with  the exception  of  

traditional longbow models, are designed to be shot either 
from an elevated arrow rest or directly off of the arrow shelf. An  
elevated arrow rest provides increased fletching clearance 
and is helpful when using plastic vanes. Shooting off of the 
shelf allows the arrow to be held closer to the bow hand which 
is helpful to instinctive shooting. It is recommended, when  
shooting off of the shelf, that you pad the arrow shelf and the por-
tion of the sight window directly above the pivot point with a rug 
rest or hair rest. Elevator RestHair (rug) Rest
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RECURVE AND LONGBOW BOWSTRINGER INSTRUCTIONS
Martin Archery recommends that you use a bowstringer, which is the safest method, when 
stringing and unstringing your bow. Proper use of a bowstringer will prevent your bows limbs 
from becoming twisted. (Avoid placing your head close to the limb tips when stringing and 
unstringing your bow)

1. Hold bow in either hand.
2. Turn bow so the belly of the bow is facing the floor.
3. Place larger Bowstringer cup on lower limb tip.
4. Place smaller Bowstringer cup on the top limb tip.
5. Place both feet about shoulder width apart on the center of the Bowstringer cord
6. Grip bow firmly in center and lift straight up at the same time you slide the 

bowstring into the upper string groove. Note, you may need to spread your feet
closer or further apart to  ease in stringing.
7. Keeping your head away from the limb tips, make sure the bowstring is firmly and 

completely seated in the string grooves, on the bow, before releasing tension 
on the Bowstringer. 

8. Turn bow away from yourself in a safe direction and inspect to insure the 
bow string is properly seated in the bows string grooves. 
9. Remove the Bowstringer and inspect bowstring placement once more, keeping 

the bow pointed in a safe direction, so if the bowstring were to slip off the bow 
or out of the string grooves the bows limbs would fly away from you and not 
toward you or anyone else. 



6.75" - 7.75" 
6.5" - 7.5"
6.75" - 7.75"
6.75" - 7.75"

•Hunter
•Mamba/Black Mamba
•Scorpion
•Independence
•Freedom 6.75" - 7.75" 

6.5" - 7.5"•Savannah
•Savannah Stealth
•Savannah Ultra Light
•Hibrido
•Sliver
•Heritage 66
•Diablo Super Elite

6.5" - 7.5"

BRACE HEIGHT (FISTMELE)
The brace height of your bow is measured from the pivot point, or most inward point of the 

grip, to the bowstring (see illustration, front page).
A higher brace height helps reduce bow vibration and noise and also 

minimizes the effects of shooting errors. A lower brace height provides 
increased arrow velocity.   Increased noise and poor arrow flight can be the result of a 
brace height that is too low.  

Twisting your bowstring will reduce its length and increase your brace height.   
Untwisting your bowstring or installing a longer bowstring will decrease your brace height.  (Avoid 
untwisting flemish style bowstrings as string failure may occur). Experiment to find the brace height 
measurement that allows your bow to perform at its best with your particular style of shooting.

ARROWS
All types of arrows (wood, aluminum, carbon) can be shot from your Martin  

(Howatt) bow.  Regardless of arrow type, it is important that your arrows are correctly spined 
(have the correct spine stiffness) for your draw weight. Check your arrow manufacturers  
recommendations to  determine the arrow size best suited for your bow.

LIMB STRAIGHTENING (BUMPING)
Should a limb become twisted, it will remain twisted until you straighten or ‘bump’ 

it back to the straight position. ‘Bumping’ involves the placement of one hand near the 
twisted section of the limb and the other hand on the riser section. A twisted limb can be  
straightened in this manner by applying pressure in the opposite direction of the twist. You should 
unstring your bow before straightening a twisted limb.  
 Neg lecting a  twisted l i m b wi l l  on ly  a l low the tw ist  to  become  more  se-
vere. A brief inspection of each limb should be made each time you string your bow. 

STRING LENGTH
Your bow’s AMO (Archery Manufacturer and Merchant’s Organization) length is 

marked on its lower limb. To achieve the correct brace height you will need to use a  
bowstring of the same AMO length. (Example: An AMO 62” bow requires an AMO 62” string). The 
actual length of your bowstring will be 3” shorter than its marked AMO length.

CARE AND SAFETY
•You should unstring your bow when it is not being used. 
•Never ‘dry-fire’ your bow.

This is shooting the bow without an arrow.  A ‘dry-fire’ can severely damage your bow.
•Never draw, aim or shoot unless you are sure that line of fire is clear. 

Remember: “Once an arrow is in flight, it cannot be recalled.”
•Store your bow in a cool, dry place and avoid prolonged exposure to excessive 

heat and moisture.
•Occasionally waxing your bow with a quality furniture wax will help preserve its 

finish.
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2019 DAMON HOWATT TRADITIONAL BOW WARRANTY

Congratulations on purchasing a Damon Howatt traditional bow 
manu-factured by Martin Archery.  The bow is covered by a 5 year 
warranty against any product failure due to defects in material or 
workmanship to the original owner.   The terms of this warranty are 
not transferable under any circumstances.  The original owner must 
complete and submit the online bow registration form on the 
company’s website (martinarchery.com/register-bow/) within 30 
days of purchase, to be covered by this warranty.   

The warranty does not cover strings or damage caused by abuse, 
mis-use or alterations to the bow’s design.  If Martin in its sole 
discretion concludes the damage was caused by dry-firing, the 
bow will not be covered under this warranty.  Any accessories which 
came with the bow are excluded from this warranty.  

To make a warranty claim, you can either contact the dealer where 
you purchased the bow or Martin’s Customer Service Group at 
(509) 529-2554.  Prior to returning the bow to Martin for
warranty service, the bow owner must secure a Return
Authorization (RA) from Martin’s Customer Service Group.  The bow
owner is responsible for the shipping costs to Martin’s facility.  If
Martin’s Technical Service Group deems that the bow is covered
under this warranty, Martin will perform the required repairs and will 
be responsible for the return ship-ping costs.   If Martin’s Technical
Service Group deems that the bow is not covered under this
warranty, the bow owner will be responsible for shipping costs
associated with the bow’s return.

If your bow cannot be repaired, Martin reserves the right to replace 
your bow with a newer model of current market value.  If 
replacement parts are unavailable, Martin has the sole discretion to 
substitute any parts required to make the repairs.  




