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CORNSAY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
At a Meeting of Cornsay Parish Council held on Wednesday, 28th November, 2012, at 7.00pm, in the 
Community Hall, Hamsteels Estate, Esh Winning. 
 

Present: Councillor B Armstrong (in the Chair) 
and Councillors S Clark, P Clark, FS Duggan, K Duggan, R Makepeace and D Robb 

and County Councillor J Armstrong 
 
90. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
There were no apologies for absence, all Members being present. 
 
91. CODE OF CONDUCT - DISPENSATIONS 
 
Consideration was given to the Report of the Clerk in relation to the granting of dispensations to allow 
Members to participate in business in which they had a registered interest, under the new Code of 
Conduct.  
 
Resolved: (i) That an item be included on the agenda for each meeting relating to requests for 
dispensations and declarations of interest.  
 
(ii) That the power to grant dispensations be exercised by the full Council. 
  
(iii) That the rules for dispensations be applied to all interests, including those registered in Appendix 
B of the Code of Conduct.  
 
(iv) That a policy on dispensations be drafted for future consideration.  
 
92. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST/REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 
There were no declarations of interest or requests for dispensations.  
 
93. REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
 
Councillor J Armstrong reported that he was hoping that the brick bus shelter on the B6301 opposite 
Willow Road could be replaced.  A cost of £4,500 had been quoted, and he was looking to see 
whether this could be reduced.  
 
The AAP were looking at gateway schemes for Esh Winning, one of which would be located at the 
entrance to the village from Cornsay Colliery.  The gateways were designed to reduce speeding 
through villages.  
 
The County Council’s Medium Term Financial Plan was looking to achieve savings of £182.4million.  
The County Council hoped to work with town and parish councils to see how services could be 
provided, however there would be an impact on jobs and services as a result of the savings that 
needed to be achieved. 
 
Resolved: That the report be noted.  
 
94. MINUTES  
 
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 24th October, 2012, were confirmed as a correct record and 
signed by the Chairman.  
 
95. MATTERS ARISING 
 
Minute 70 - Police & Crime Commissioner 
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Councillor J Armstrong provided an update following the election of Ron Hogg 
as Police and Crime Commissioner for County Durham and Darlington. 

 
96. FINANCIAL REPORT  
 

(a) Agreement was given for the payment of: 
 
(i) £125.19 to Mr D Walker in respect of Clerk’s wages for November  
(ii) £31.40 to HMRC in respect of PAYE for November 
(iii) £134.18 to Mr D Walker in respect of Clerk’s wages for December 
(iv) £33.60 to HMRC in respect of PAYE for December  

 
(b) Cheques issued:  

 
(i) 24th Oct 2012 £ 196.67 Clerk’s wages    No. 583 
(ii) 24th Oct 2012 £ 49.40 HMRC     No. 584 
(iii) 24th Oct 2012 £ 65.00 TRACC     No. 585 
(iv) 24th Oct 2012 £ 105.00 Cornsay Village Res Assoc  No. 586 
(v) 24th Oct 2012 £ 837.50 Durham County Council   No. 587 
(vi) 24th Oct 2012 £ 57.00 Durham County Council   No. 588 
(vii) 22nd Nov 2012 £ 5400.00 Blake Hopkinson Architecture  No. 589 
(viii) 22nd Nov 2012 £ 690.00 Arc Environmental Ltd   No. 590 

 
(c) Cash at Bank: 

 
Northern Rock  £1,215.27 
Barclays  £24,249.21 
Unity Trust  £8,659.86 

 
(d) Petty Cash: 
 

Details of petty cash spending had been circulated. 
 
97. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

(a) Office of the Police & 
Crime Commissioner 

- Invitation to Police and Crime Consultation session on 13th 
December, 2012. 
Resolved: That Councillor B Armstrong attend the session.  
 

 
98. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
(a) Applications for Consideration 
 

(i) A Greensmith Northern site of Inkerman 
Colliery 
Inkerman Road 
Tow Law 
 

Retrospective application for erection of 
stable block with associated compound for 
parking horse transporter 

(ii) I Shrigley Land to the west of 
Esh Winning Industrial 
Estate 
Esh Winning 
 
(adjoining area application) 
 

Use of land for industrial purposes and 
erection of one industrial building for 
workshop and storage and one building for 
steel fabrication workshop and storage 
construction of an access road and 
hardstanding 

 Resolved: That no objection be made to these applications. 
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(b) Application for Information  
 

 Cornsay Parish 
Council 

Hamsteels Community 
Centre 
Western Avenue 
Esh Winning 
 

Demolition of existing community centre and 
erection of replacement community centre 

 Resolved: That the application be noted.  
 
(c) Previously considered application 
 

 WJ Drennan High Hedley Hope Farm 
East Hedleyhope 
Bishop Auckland 

Anaerobic digestion plant (incorporating a 
farm slurry management system) and 
associated combined heat and power plant 
 

 This application had been considered by the County Planning Committee on 6th November, 
2012, when the Committee had resolved to refuse the application. 
 
Resolved: That the report be noted. 

 
 
99. COUNTY DURHAM PLAN 
 
The County Council had previously provided a copy of the County Durham Plan which would be used 
to shape the future of the County in planning terms. 
 
Resolved: That Councillor B Armstrong review the Plan. 
 
100. PLAY AREA INSPECTIONS 
 
The annual inspection was now due on the Council’s play areas at Cornsay Village and Cornsay 
Colliery.  
 
Resolved: That Wicksteed Leisure be asked to carry out the inspections at a cost of £45 each. 
 
101. WINTER MAINTENANCE SCHEME 
 
The Clerk reported that despite an article in the recent newsletter, no volunteers had come forward to 
assist with the winter maintenance scheme.  
 
Resolved: That Durham County Council be informed accordingly.  
 
102. PRECEPT 2013/2014 
 
The Clerk reported that it had been announced by the Government on the day of the meeting that the 
changes to the Council Tax system as a result of the phasing out of Council Tax Benefit would affect 
town and parish councils. 
 
The Government had decided that, rather than have two tax bases, one for principal councils and 
one for towns and parishes, that it would instead provide grants to principal authorities and it would 
be for them, in consultation with town and parish councils, to determine how these would be allocated 
to the latter authorities.  
 
At this stage, the impact of the changes on the Council was unknown at this time. It was anticipated 
that the information the Council would require before setting its Precept would not be available until 
early in the New Year.  
 
Resolved: That consideration of the Precept for 2013/2014 be deferred. 
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103. STANDING ORDERS (Minute 77 refers) 
 
The Council’s Standing Orders required revision to reflect the new Code of Conduct which had been 
adopted in accordance with the Localism Act 2011. 
 
The new Code of Conduct contained no requirement for any member with an interest in a matter to 
either declare the existence of the interest or withdraw from the meeting during consideration, 
provided that the interest was recorded in the Register of Interests.  
 
NALC had advised that it was permissible for town and parish councils to use their standing orders to 
require members with an interest to declare its existence and to withdraw from the room when the 
matter was considered.  
 
At its meeting on 24th October, 2012, the Council had resolved to amend its Standing Order to require 
interests to be declared and members to leave the room where appropriate.  
 
The Clerk had submitted a comprehensive report, copies of which had been circulated, suggesting 
the necessary amendments to the Standing Orders. 
 
Resolved: That Standing Orders be amended as set out in the report.  
 
104. REQUEST FOR DONATION (Minute 79 refers) 
 
A letter had now been received from the local resident who wished to arrange a children’s Christmas 
party, and was requesting a donation towards the cost.  
 
No details of the event were available, such as the names of the people involved and the 
arrangements for the day.  It was also noted that any adults working unsupervised with young people 
would need to be CRB checked and, without confirmation of the arrangements, the Council had to 
take a cautious approach.  The proposed date for the event was 10th December, 2012, and it was felt 
that this left insufficient time to obtain details and review the arrangements before deciding whether 
to make a contribution.  
 
It was suggested, however, that if an event was to be arranged in the New Year, advice and support 
could be given and the matter of a donation reconsidered. 
 
Resolved: That no donation be made at this time, but the Council would be pleased to support a 
future event and provide advice and support with the arrangements.  
 
105. MID DURHAM AAP – Well if you’d bothered to ask me…’ 
 
The Clerk reported that the results of the survey carried out across the Mid Durham AAP area had 
now been compiled and circulated to all parish councils. 
 
Details of the responses from this area had been circulated in advance of the meeting.  
 
Resolved: That the results to the consultation be noted and considered further in the New Year.  
 
106. HAMSTEELS COMMUNITY CENTRE 
 
The Clerk reported that it had been suggested that now plans had been finalised it would be 
appropriate to obtain some further budget quotations from construction companies.  These would be 
helpful in the funding process.  
 
The Chair reported that the County Durham Community Foundation had asked for their standard 
application form to be completed prior to issuing a letter of pledge for the funds from the Wind Farm 
Community Benefits Fund.   
 
Resolved: (i) That the Architect be requested to obtain budget quotations for the new building. 
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(ii) That the Clerk complete the application form for CDCF. 
 

 
The Meeting closed at 8.00 pm 

 
Signed as a correct record: 
 
Chairperson 
 

……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 

Clerk ……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 
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