
23 May 2021 Year B

Pentecost Sunday – 23 May 2021

Sunday is the great feast of Pentecost - the birthday of the Church. The formerly frightened Apostles are on fire. Now they can 
speak clearly, so everyone can understand them. Jesus gives his peace to his disciples and breathes his Spirit upon them, giving 
them the mission to forgive and sending them to carry out his desire that we all be one.

Lord, send out your Spirit,
and renew the face of the earth.

Monday is the Memorial of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church.

The return to “Ordinary Time” doesn't mean we forget about the good news of the Resurrection or the gift of the Spirit Jesus 
promised us. It simply means that we return to a season of reflecting upon the scriptures with “numbers” (ordinal) until Advent 
begins on December 2.

During the week, we resume reading Mark's Gospel where we left it when Lent began. It offers us stories about sacrificing part 
of ourselves. We hear of the Rich Young Man: “Go, sell what you have, and give to the poor and you will have treasure in heaven; 
then come, follow me.” At that statement, his face fell, and he went away sad, for he had many possessions. Peter tells Jesus, “We 
have given up everything and followed you.” Jesus responds, “there is no one who has given up house or brothers or sisters or 
mother or father or children or lands for my sake and for the sake of the Gospel who will not receive a hundred times more.” 
When the disciples squabble over who will sit in glory with Jesus, he tells them, “the Son of Man did not come to be served but 
to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many.” Bartimaeus, a blind man recognizes Jesus as “Son of David” and is healed. 
Bartimaeus follows Jesus. He drives money changers out of the Temple saying, “My house shall be called a house of prayer ... 
but you have made it a den of thieves.” We end the week with Jesus evading the trickery of the chief priests who ask him “by 
what authority are you doing these things?”

The week closes with Trinity Sunday, which always follows Pentecost. It celebrates the un-knowable relationship between the 
Father, Son and the Holy Spirit - and their loving support for us in our lives.

“When he comes, the Spirit of truth will guide you to all truth...”

Daily Prayer This Week

This is a week we can look at letting go -- of riches, honors, pride. In these Ordinary Time days we can hand it all over to Jesus 
and ask for the trust we need in our lives. We can hand over our fears and jealousy, our titles and our possessions - anything that 

has become too important in our lives can get in the way of how close we allow ourselves to be with Jesus.

As we go through our week, in the smallest moments of the day, we can beg Jesus for the strength of the Holy Spirit in our lives. As 
we awaken in the morning, and in the everyday moments of our lives, an awareness of our desires before Jesus can change our attitudes 
toward these chores and see them as sacred moments of invitation from the God who loves us with such fire and compassion.

Letting go, releasing, giving things up: it's a struggle for all of us. Perhaps we can sit for a moment with the rich young man. When 
he returned to Jesus looking for the easy way out, Jesus “looked at him and loved him” before he said anything else to him.

Jesus understands our deepest fears and our motivations. But despite or maybe because of that, he looks at us and loves us, 
endlessly - not restricted in any way by our own selfishness or unwillingness to change.

Dear Lord, you know how filled I am with fears. Let each moment of anxiety today be a reminder to open my life, my heart and 
my soul to the love and courage you offer me. I know that if only I could trust in you more, it would change my life.

“He went away sad, for he had many possessions!” Let me turn these apprehensions over to you. I beg you to give me the 
wisdom and strength I need to trust more and to fear less. Teach me that it's OK to stop clinging to the fears I have known for so 
long and that I can embrace the freedom you offer me. Let me be less fear-full and more generous.

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries web site: 
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html

HOMILY OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS 
Holy Mass on the Solemnity of Pentecost, 31.05.2020

“There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit” (1 Cor 12:4), as the Apostle Paul writes to the Corinthians. He 
continues: “There are different forms of service, but the same Lord; there are different workings but the same God who produces 
all of them in everyone” (vv. 5-6).  Diversity and unity: Saint Paul puts together two words that seem contradictory. He wants to 
tell us that the Holy Spirit is the one who brings together the many; and that the Church was born this way: we are all different, 
yet united by the same Holy Spirit.

Let us go back to the origin of the Church, to the day of Pentecost.  Let us look at the Apostles: some of them were fishermen, 
simple people accustomed to living by the work of their hands, but there were also others, like Matthew, who was an educated 
tax collector. They were from different backgrounds and social contexts, and they had Hebrew and Greek names.  In terms of 
character, some were meek and others were excitable; they all had different ideas and sensibilities.  They were all different. Jesus 
did not change them; he did not make them into a set of pre-packaged models. No. He left their differences and now he unites 
them by anointing them with the Holy Spirit.  With the anointing comes their union – union in diversity. At Pentecost, the 
Apostles understand the unifying power of the Spirit. They see it with their own eyes when everyone, though speaking in 
different languages, comes together as one people: the people of God, shaped by the Spirit, who weaves unity from diversity and 
bestows harmony because in the Spirit there is harmony. He himself is harmony.

Let us now focus on ourselves, the Church of today.  We can ask ourselves: “What is it that unites us, what is the basis of our 
unity?”. We too have our differences, for example: of opinions, choices, sensibilities. But the temptation is always fiercely to 
defend our ideas, believing them to be good for everybody and agreeing only with those who think as we do. This is a bad 
temptation that brings division. But this is a faith created in our own image; it is not what the Spirit wants. We might think that 
what unite us are our beliefs and our morality. But there is much more: our principle of unity is the Holy Spirit. He reminds us 
that first of all we are God’s beloved children; all equal, in this respect, and all different. The Spirit comes to us, in our 
differences and difficulties, to tell us that we have one Lord – Jesus – and one Father, and that for this reason we are brothers 
and sisters! Let us begin anew from here; let us look at the Church with the eyes of the Spirit and not as the world does. The 
world sees us only as on the right or left, with one ideology or the other; the Spirit sees us as sons and daughters of the Father 
and brothers and sisters of Jesus. The world sees conservatives and progressives; the Spirit sees children of God. A worldly gaze 
sees structures to be made more efficient; a spiritual gaze sees brothers and sisters pleading for mercy. The Spirit loves us and 
knows everyone’s place in the grand scheme of things: for him, we are not bits of confetti blown about by the wind, rather we 
are irreplaceable fragments in his mosaic.

If we go back to the day of Pentecost, we discover that the first task of the Church is proclamation. Yet we also see that the 
Apostles devised no strategy; when they were locked in there, in the Upper Room, they were not strategising, no, they were not 
drafting any pastoral plan. They could have divided people into groups according to their roots, speaking first to those close by 
and then to those far away, in an orderly manner... They could have also waited a while before beginning their preaching in order 
to understand more deeply the teachings of Jesus, so as to avoid risks... No. The Spirit does not want the memory of the Master 
to be cultivated in small groups locked in upper rooms where it is easy to “nest”. This is a terrible disease that can also infect the 
Church: making her into a nest instead of a community, a family or a Mother. The Spirit himself opens doors and pushes us to 
press beyond what has already been said and done, beyond the precincts of a timid and wary faith. In the world, unless there is 
tight organisation and a clear strategy, things fall apart. In the Church, however, the Spirit guarantees unity to those who 
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When the Advocate comes whom I will 
send you from the Father, the Spirit of 
truth that proceeds from the Father, he 
will testify to me
John 15:26-27,16:12-15

proclaim the message. The Apostles set off: unprepared, yet putting their lives on the line. One thing kept them going: the desire 
to give what they received. The opening part of the First Letter of Saint John is beautiful: “that which we have seen and heard 
we proclaim also to you” (cf. 1:3).

Here we come to understand what the secret of unity is, the secret of the Spirit.  The secret of unity in the Church, the secret of 
the Spirit is gift. For the Spirit himself is gift: he lives by giving himself and in this way he keeps us together, making us sharers 
in the same gift. It is important to believe that God is gift, that he acts not by taking away, but by giving. Why is this important?  
Because our way of being believers depends on how we understand God. If we have in mind a God who takes away and who 
imposes himself, we too will want to take away and impose ourselves: occupying spaces, demanding recognition, seeking power. 
But if we have in our hearts a God who is gift, everything changes. If we realise that what we are is his gift, free and unmerited, 
then we too will want to make our lives a gift. By loving humbly, serving freely and joyfully, we will offer to the world the true 
image of God. The Spirit, the living memory of the Church, reminds us that we are born from a gift and that we grow by giving: 
not by holding on but by giving of ourselves.

Dear brothers and sisters, let us look within and ask ourselves what prevents us from giving ourselves.  There are, so to speak, three 
main enemies of the gift, always lurking at the door of our hearts: narcissism, victimhood and pessimism. Narcissism makes us idolize 
ourselves, to be concerned only with what is good for us. The narcissist thinks: “Life is good if I profit from it”.  So he or she ends up 
saying: “Why should I give myself to others?”. In this time of pandemic, how wrong narcissism is: the tendency to think only of our 
own needs, to be indifferent to those of others, and not to admit our own frailties and mistakes. But the second enemy, victimhood, is 
equally dangerous. Victims complain every day about their neighbour: “No one understands me, no one helps me, no one loves me, 
everyone has it in for me!”.  How many times have we not heard these complaints! The victim’s heart is closed, as he or she asks, “Why 
aren’t others concerned about me?”. In the crisis we are experiencing, how ugly victimhood is! Thinking that no one understands us and 
experiences what we experience. This is victimhood. Finally, there is pessimism.  Here the unending complaint is: “Nothing is going 
well, society, politics, the Church…”. The pessimist gets angry with the world, but sits back and does nothing, thinking: “What good is 
giving?  That is useless”. At this moment, in the great effort of beginning anew, how damaging is pessimism, the tendency to see 
everything in the worst light and to keep saying that nothing will return as before! When someone thinks this way, the one thing that 
certainly does not return is hope.  In these three – the narcissist idol of the mirror, the mirror-god; the complaint-god: “I feel human only 
when I complain”; and the negativity-god: “everything is dark, the future is bleak” – we experience a famine of hope and we need to 
appreciate the gift of life, the gift that each of us is. We need the Holy Spirit, the gift of God who heals us of narcissism, victimhood and 
pessimism. He heals us from the mirror, complaints and darkness.

Brothers and sisters, let us pray to him: Holy Spirit, memory of God, revive in us the memory of the gift received. Free us from 
the paralysis of selfishness and awaken in us the desire to serve, to do good. Even worse than this crisis is the tragedy of 
squandering it by closing in on ourselves. Come, Holy Spirit: you are harmony; make us builders of unity. You always give 
yourself; grant us the courage to go out of ourselves, to love and help each other, in order to become one family. Amen.

Source: https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2020/05/31/200531b.html
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differences and difficulties, to tell us that we have one Lord – Jesus – and one Father, and that for this reason we are brothers 
and sisters! Let us begin anew from here; let us look at the Church with the eyes of the Spirit and not as the world does. The 
world sees us only as on the right or left, with one ideology or the other; the Spirit sees us as sons and daughters of the Father 
and brothers and sisters of Jesus. The world sees conservatives and progressives; the Spirit sees children of God. A worldly gaze 
sees structures to be made more efficient; a spiritual gaze sees brothers and sisters pleading for mercy. The Spirit loves us and 
knows everyone’s place in the grand scheme of things: for him, we are not bits of confetti blown about by the wind, rather we 
are irreplaceable fragments in his mosaic.

If we go back to the day of Pentecost, we discover that the first task of the Church is proclamation. Yet we also see that the 
Apostles devised no strategy; when they were locked in there, in the Upper Room, they were not strategising, no, they were not 
drafting any pastoral plan. They could have divided people into groups according to their roots, speaking first to those close by 
and then to those far away, in an orderly manner... They could have also waited a while before beginning their preaching in order 
to understand more deeply the teachings of Jesus, so as to avoid risks... No. The Spirit does not want the memory of the Master 
to be cultivated in small groups locked in upper rooms where it is easy to “nest”. This is a terrible disease that can also infect the 
Church: making her into a nest instead of a community, a family or a Mother. The Spirit himself opens doors and pushes us to 
press beyond what has already been said and done, beyond the precincts of a timid and wary faith. In the world, unless there is 
tight organisation and a clear strategy, things fall apart. In the Church, however, the Spirit guarantees unity to those who 
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请点击链接观看。别忘了与其他教友朋友分享。
请订阅我们的 Youtube 频道，并在我们的 Facebook 专页点赞，可获得堂区资讯与信息。

proclaim the message. The Apostles set off: unprepared, yet putting their lives on the line. One thing kept them going: the desire 
to give what they received. The opening part of the First Letter of Saint John is beautiful: “that which we have seen and heard 
we proclaim also to you” (cf. 1:3).

Here we come to understand what the secret of unity is, the secret of the Spirit.  The secret of unity in the Church, the secret of 
the Spirit is gift. For the Spirit himself is gift: he lives by giving himself and in this way he keeps us together, making us sharers 
in the same gift. It is important to believe that God is gift, that he acts not by taking away, but by giving. Why is this important?  
Because our way of being believers depends on how we understand God. If we have in mind a God who takes away and who 
imposes himself, we too will want to take away and impose ourselves: occupying spaces, demanding recognition, seeking power. 
But if we have in our hearts a God who is gift, everything changes. If we realise that what we are is his gift, free and unmerited, 
then we too will want to make our lives a gift. By loving humbly, serving freely and joyfully, we will offer to the world the true 
image of God. The Spirit, the living memory of the Church, reminds us that we are born from a gift and that we grow by giving: 
not by holding on but by giving of ourselves.

Dear brothers and sisters, let us look within and ask ourselves what prevents us from giving ourselves.  There are, so to speak, three 
main enemies of the gift, always lurking at the door of our hearts: narcissism, victimhood and pessimism. Narcissism makes us idolize 
ourselves, to be concerned only with what is good for us. The narcissist thinks: “Life is good if I profit from it”.  So he or she ends up 
saying: “Why should I give myself to others?”. In this time of pandemic, how wrong narcissism is: the tendency to think only of our 
own needs, to be indifferent to those of others, and not to admit our own frailties and mistakes. But the second enemy, victimhood, is 
equally dangerous. Victims complain every day about their neighbour: “No one understands me, no one helps me, no one loves me, 
everyone has it in for me!”.  How many times have we not heard these complaints! The victim’s heart is closed, as he or she asks, “Why 
aren’t others concerned about me?”. In the crisis we are experiencing, how ugly victimhood is! Thinking that no one understands us and 
experiences what we experience. This is victimhood. Finally, there is pessimism.  Here the unending complaint is: “Nothing is going 
well, society, politics, the Church…”. The pessimist gets angry with the world, but sits back and does nothing, thinking: “What good is 
giving?  That is useless”. At this moment, in the great effort of beginning anew, how damaging is pessimism, the tendency to see 
everything in the worst light and to keep saying that nothing will return as before! When someone thinks this way, the one thing that 
certainly does not return is hope.  In these three – the narcissist idol of the mirror, the mirror-god; the complaint-god: “I feel human only 
when I complain”; and the negativity-god: “everything is dark, the future is bleak” – we experience a famine of hope and we need to 
appreciate the gift of life, the gift that each of us is. We need the Holy Spirit, the gift of God who heals us of narcissism, victimhood and 
pessimism. He heals us from the mirror, complaints and darkness.

Brothers and sisters, let us pray to him: Holy Spirit, memory of God, revive in us the memory of the gift received. Free us from 
the paralysis of selfishness and awaken in us the desire to serve, to do good. Even worse than this crisis is the tragedy of 
squandering it by closing in on ourselves. Come, Holy Spirit: you are harmony; make us builders of unity. You always give 
yourself; grant us the courage to go out of ourselves, to love and help each other, in order to become one family. Amen.

Source: https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2020/05/31/200531b.html
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The Holy Infant Jesus of Prague 
Novena Devotion 
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Every Thursday
10.00am 
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You can send in your petitions and thanksgiving letters
to the link below





To make MASS OFFERINGS during this
Circuit Breaker period

To make contributions to the CHURCH:

To make contributions to the
CARMELITE FRIARS (SINGAPORE)LTD:

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)
Step 1: Make contribution via PayNow using

Parish UEN: T08CC4023DP2A
For PayNow Reference, please state “Mass Stipend –

<Your Name>”. Make a screenshot of the PayNow transaction.

Step 2: Email to sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg
with subject title: Mass Offering. 

Please state in email: Date of Mass, Name of the Person the Mass
is intended for,the Intention, Your Name (as the requester),

Your Contact Number.
Please include the screenshot of the PayNow Transaction.

Method 2: via Cheque
On a piece of paper, please state: Date of Mass, Name of the 

Person the Mass is intended for, the Intention, Your Name
(as the requester), Your Contact Number. 

Please crossed cheque and make cheque payable to
“Church of Saints Peter and Paul”

Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street Singapore 188551.

(Mass offering contribution/stipend is $10 per Mass per name)

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)
Please refer to the images for instructions.

Parish UEN: T08CC4023DP2A

Method 2: via Cheque
Please crossed cheque and make cheque payable to

“Church of Saints Peter and Paul”
Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street Singapore 188551. 

via PayNow (online transfer)
Please refer to the images for instructions.

UEN: 201706443H

Please DO NOT mail cash.



Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i) Church of Sts Peter & Paul:
for contributions/donations for general maintenance of our Church and Mass offerings 
(ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd:
 for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and Community
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter):
 for donations to the Society of St Vincent de Paul for the poor and needy.

Parish Priest: Rev Fr EDWARD LIM, OCD, Asst Parish Priest: Rev Fr Jeffrey Tan OCD, 
Priests in Residence: Rev Fr TOM CURRAN, OCD, Rev Fr Ferdinand Purnomo, OCD
Parish Secretariat: Jannie Lui, Assistant Secretary: Irene Sim 
Liturgical Co-ordinator: Alex Wong, alexdominic@gmail.com

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - For Confession dates, please get update on 
SPP Website, Facebook and The Apostles. Online booking is required.

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm
Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English), 4.00pm (English)
  2.00pm (Cantonese, bi-monthly, every week of the month   
  starting from March 2021)
Weekday Masses : 7.20am (Wednesday), 6.00pm (Friday)
Infant Jesus Devotion : 5.30pm (Thursday, 10.00am - online devotion)

Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday)
Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday)
Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) 
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday)
Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily

SECRETARIAT’S OPERATING HOURS: 
Monday to Friday: 9.30am - 7.30pm, 
Saturday and Sunday: 9.00am - 4.30pm
Public Holidays: Closed

COLUMBARIUM OPENING HOURS: 
Open every Tuesday (2.30pm - 5.00pm) .Call the Parish Secretariat for bookings.

Church of Saints Peter & Paul: 225-A Queen Street, Singapore 188551
Tel: +65 6337 2585   Fax: +65 6334 5414   email: sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg   www.sppchurch.org.sg
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SPP PARISH NEWS

Mandatory use of the TraceTogether (TT) app or token for checking in at places with higher footfall or where 
people are likely to be in close proximity for contact tracing will be brought forward by two weeks to May 17. 
Other modes of SafeEntry check-in - such as scanning a SafeEntry QR code with a phone camera or the Singpass 
app - will be discontinued from May 17. However, scanning of barcodes on personal identification cards for 
checking in at venues will still be allowed until May 31 to ease the transition.

NOTE: Please be gracious and only book Masses that you are able to attend. No-shows will be tracked. From March 
onwards, you may cancel your booking up to 3 hours before Mass begins. You may cancel your booking up to 3 hours 
before Mass begins; do note that no-shows will be tracked. Please be gracious and only book Masses that you are able 
to attend. 

WEEKDAY MASS - The weekday Masses are celebrated on Wednesdays at 7.20am and on Fridays at 6.00pm, 
and are limited to 50 persons. You may book your seat on the M.A.R.S platform.

NEWS AROUND THE PARISH

Being the Year of St. Joseph, as proclaimed by Pope Francis (in Patris Corde), this upcoming retreat on the Paternal Heart 
will lead the participants into a deeper reflection on the role of St. Joseph in one’s spiritual growth as sons and daughters 
of God the Father. The Paternal Heart is one that launches followers of Christ into the world bearing the Good News of 
God’s Kingdom, as members of God’s household (Ep 2:19). Come and experience spiritual growth as God's children with 
St. Joseph! Register here: https://www.montfortcentre.org/events-1/paternal-heart 

Novena Church is starting new Chinese RCIA programme 2021/2022. It will begin from 14 Aug 2021, every Saturday 
3pm, ZOOM online RCIA Those interested may download the application form from Novena Church 
Website:http://novenachurch.com/rcia/ Registration closing date: 31 July 2021. Contact person: Rose (98490671)
圣雅丰索堂华文成人慕道团将开始新一届的ZOOM线上慕道班。开课日期: 8月14日, 每逢星期六, 下午3.00pm。
欢迎想要认识天主教的人报名参加。报名表格可以在 Novena Church 的网页下载: http://novenachurch.com/rcia/。
截止日期: 7月31日。联络人: 丽娟 (98490671)

COME AND SEE
Curious about the Catholic faith?

Get to know Jesus Christ
and His Church with us.

Church of Sts Peter and Paul
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults

sppchurchrcia@outlook.com

Sign up at tinyurl.com/SPPRCIA2021inq

Tuesdays, 7.45pm
Sessions held in-person

Begins 22 June 2021


