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Lesson Number:  21B 

Subject: Grade 7 Social Science 

Term 1  

Week: 9    Lesson Number:  21B 

Date: ____/____/21 

Topic:  Physical Environment 

Subtopic: What Makes Climate Different? 

Learning Outcome: 

1. Identify the factors that influence climate in Papua New Guinea. 

2. Explain how latitude influence climate. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Introduction 

This lesson has notes on “What Makes Weather Different?” and “Latitude”. 

Instruction 

in your exercise Book copy the Header.  Make sure your handwriting is neat and legible. (I 

will be checking your Exercise Book when you return to school). 

 

Reading Resource: 

Read your Lesson notes and complete the Practice Exercise 1 below. 

What Makes Climate Different? 

In  your  previous  lessons,  you  learnt  about  temperature  and  rainfall  and  the  effect of 

differences in sun’s  heating. This affects climate and create seasons.  In this lesson you will 

continue to study the factors that influence climate in Papua New Guinea. Some of these 

factors are latitude, wind, distance from the sea and altitude. 

Factors that Influence Climate in Papua New Guinea 

1. Latitude 

Latitude is the distance from the equator and it has a big influence on climate. The latitude of 

a place tells you how far north or south the place is from the equator, shown as degrees north 

or south.  Papua New Guinea is in the tropical region, but a little below the equator. Your can 

see that in the map below. 

 

The Equator is an imaginary circle and the longest line of latitude, dividing the earth into the 

northern and southern hemispheres.  You can see this on the previous map. It is located at 
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zero degrees latitude and runs through countries like Indonesia, Ecuador, northern Brazil, the 

Democratic Republic of the Congo and Kenya. Places above the equator line are in the 

northern hemisphere while those below are in the southern hemisphere. The North Pole has 

the latitude of 90 degrees north, while the South Pole has latitude of 90 degrees south.  

Tropical  equatorial  regions  receive  more  heating  from  the  sun  than  places  far  from  

the equator,  near  the  poles.  Papua  New  Guinea  has  a  tropical  hot,  wet  climate  with  

high rainfall  and  temperatures  all  year round. There are local changes in climate because 

of factors such as altitude and landforms. 

Practice Exercise 1 

Copy the questions in your exercise book and answer each of them in complete sentences.  
1. Under the heading “ Latitude”  

i. How many paragraphs are there altogether? __________ 

ii. Identify and write the; 

a.  main idea (topic sentence) for each paragraph. (Remember the main idea 

is always the first sentence of a paragraph) 

  

b. one supporting detail following the main idea. (ensure to label your 

sentence) 

Now, create a mind-map using the main ideas from question 1 & 2. The heading for your 

mind-map should be “Latitude”. 

 

 

This is the end of Lesson 21. Next lesson is: 

 Lesson 22: What Makes Climate Different (Wind) 


