
READINGS: Sunday Missal (Year A) Pg 432
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Show us, Lord, the path of life.
READINGS FOR THE WEEK: MON 27 April 2020 - SAT 2 May 2020
MON: ACTS 6:8-15, JN 6:22-29 TUE: ACTS 7:51 - 8:1A, JN 6:30-35 WED: ACTS 8:1B-
8, JN 6:35-40 THU: ACTS 8:26-40, JN 6:44-51 FRI: ACTS 9:1-20, JN 6:52-59 SAT: 
ACTS 9:31-42, JN 6:60-69

How to make contributions to the church:
Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer) Please refer to the images for instructions.
Method 2: via Cheque Please make cheque payable to “Church of Saints Peter and Paul”. You 
may want to drop it off at the Parish Office or mail to 225A Queen Street Singapore 188551. 
Please do not mail cash.

Introduction to The Letters to All 
Christians (Part 1 of 3)

There are seven New Testament letters 
which are not Pauline and which, in spite 
of having no other obvious connection, 
were very soon grouped together. Three 
of these letters are attributed to John, two 
to Peter and the other two to James and 
Jude. They were already given the title 
‘universal’ or ‘catholic’ by the end of the 
2nd century; it is not certain why, possibly 
because most are addressed to the whole 
Christian Church and not to particular 
communities or individuals.

The letter of James was generally accepted 

as canonical in the Church from the 2nd 
century onwards. Its author is usually 
identified with the James, ‘brother of the 
Lord’, Mt 13:55p; cf. 12:46+, who played 
an important part in the earliest Christian 
community in Jerusalem, Ac 12:17+; 
15:13-21; 21:18-26; 1 Co 15:7’ Ga 1:19; 
2:9, 12, and who was put to death by Jews 
about the year 62 (Josephus Hegesippus). 
He is obviously not the apostle James, 
son of Zebedee, Mt 10:2p, martyred by 
Herod in 44, Ac 12:2, though he could 
theoretically be identified with the apostle 
James, son of Alphaeus, Mt 10:3p; even 
early writers, however, were doubtful and 
most critics nowadays reject it. Paul’s 
turn of phrase in Ga 1:19 is ambiguous. Church of Saints Peter & Paul: 225-A Queen Street, Singapore 188551
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SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be administered from 
5.00pm - 5.20pm on weekdays and Saturday at the confessionals at the baptistery (back of the church). On 
Sunday, it will be available 30 minutes before each mass.

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm
Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday)
Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English),
  2.00pm (Cantonese), 4.00pm (English)
Weekday Masses : 7.20am and 5.30pm
Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday)
Infant Jesus Devotion : 5.30pm (Thursday, followed by Mass)
Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) 
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday)
Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily
Secretariat’s Operating Hours : Mon - CLOSED, Tues to Fri - 9.30am to 6.30pm, Sat & Sun - 9.00am to 1.00pm
  Lunch hours: 1.15am - 2.15pm. Closed on Public Holidays.
Columbarium Opening Hours : Please refer to SPP Columbarium announcement stated above.

Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i)  Church of Sts Peter & Paul - for contributions/donations for general maintenance of our Church and Mass 
offerings; (ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd - for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and Community; 
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter) - for donations to the Society of St Vincent de Paul for the 
poor and needy.
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SPP Columbarium - To all the niche applicants & other persons concerned. The Parish Building 
is closed to the public for extensive renovation works which will include the columbarium. 
For the safety of the public, the columbarium will be closed. Subsequent niche blessings and 
internment of urns will take place on Saturdays (1.00pm to 3.00pm), on appointment basis 
only. For your safety, a maximum of 2 family members will be allowed to witness the niche 
blessing and internment (with the priest and the niche contractor), and will be required to put 
on personal protection gears when they enter the columbarium. 

In view of the continuing spread of the COVID-19 virus, and for the 
safety of the general faithful, the Archbishop has decided to continue 

the suspension of public Masses till further notice.
  

You may wish to continue to participate in the online Masses available. 
Let us continue to pray for the alleviation of the global C-19 situation.

During this period, our office staff will be working from home. If you 
have any enquries, you can still call the office number or email to us.



But even without being on of the Twelve, 
James, as ‘the brother of the Lord’, was 
sufficiently prominent for the apostolic 
authority of his letter to be accepted from 
the beginning.

The traditional attribution of the letter to 
James, ‘the brother of the Lord’, leader 
of the Judaeo-Christian community 
in Jerusalem, is supported by internal 
evidence. The author was familiar 
with the Old Testament and with the 
teachings of Jesus, yet his letter, though 
it is full of Hebraisms and makes use 
of parallelism, and is in a didactic style 
that is characteristically semitic, was 
obviously written in Greek. It is written, 
moreover, with such elegance, such a rich 
vocabulary and with such a skillful use 
of the ‘diatribe’, that many critics have 
found it hard to believe the author was a 
Galilean. No accurate estimate, however, 
can be made as to how competent first-
century Palestinians were in writing 
Greek, and James may have been helped 
by a disciple familiar with the hellenistic 
world and its culture.

The letter is addressed to the ‘twelve 
tribes of the Dispersion’, 1:1, i.e. to the 
Jewish Christians scattered all over the 
Graeco-Roman world but concentrated 
in countries near Palestine like Syria and 
Egypt. The whole tone of the letter shows 
that it was intended for Jewish converts 
and presumes that the readers are familiar 
with the Old Testament since, unlike Paul 
and the author of the Hebrews, James 
hardly ever makes use of direct quotations 
but argues from the imprecise and rather 
general allusions that underlie the whole 
text. His two chief sources are the Old 

Testament wisdom literature, on which he 
bases his moral lessons, and the teaching 
found in the gospels. Some critics have 
thought of the letter as an exclusively 
Jewish product, but, on the contrary, 
ideas and even characteristic expressions 
of Jesus can be detected all through it, 
not so much by explicit quotations from 
written texts, as by reference to a living, 
oral tradition. James is a Judaeo-Christian 
sage who has rethought the maxims of the 
Jewish Wisdom tradition in the light of 
his Master’s teachings, and is able to re-
present them in an original way.

More a sermon than a letter, it probably 
reflects the regular teaching of Judaeo-
Christian assemblies and consists of a 
series of moral exhortations linked either 
by a common theme or sometimes by 
nothing more than verbal assonances. 
The sort of subjects dealt with are: how 
to behave in time of trial, 1:1-12; 5:7-
11; the origin of temptation, 1:13-18; 
how to control the tongue, 1:26; 3:1-18; 
good relations and sympathy with one’s 
neighbour, 2:8, 13; 3:13-4:2; 4:11f; the 
power of prayer, 1:5-8; 4:2f; 5:13-18 
etc. In 5:14f is the locus classicus on 
the sacramental (cf. Council of Trent) 
anointing of the sick.

There are two main themes. The first 
praises the poor and threatens the rich, 
1:9-11; 1:27-229; 4:13-5:6, showing a 
concern for the lowly, God’s favoured 
ones, that follows one Old Testament 
tradition but particularly the Beatitudes, 
Mt 5:3+. The second insists that Christian 
must do good and not be content with 
a faith that produces nothing, 1:22-27; 
2:10-26; this leads on to a section, 2:14-
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26, that ridicules the preaching of faith 
completely unrelated to good works, and 
some have seen this as aimed against 
Paul, James and Galatians-Romans 
have many significant points of contact, 
particularly noticeable in the different 
ways they interpret Old Testament texts 
on Abraham. James may be opposing 
Paul himself or, more probably, certain 
Christians who drew pernicious 
conclusions from Paul’s teaching. Two 
points are worth remembering: first, 
that beneath the clash between their 
different positions, Paul and James agree 
on essentials, cf. 2:14+; secondly, that 
the problem of relating faith to works is 

inherent in the data of Jewish religion 
and may have been a traditional topic that 
James and Paul dealt with independently 
of each other.

The dating of the letter depends on how 
the problem just mentioned is solved. If 
James is thinking of what Paul taught 
in Galatians-Romans, it must be dated 
after 57/58; if not, it could be dated 
before the judaising crisis (about 49), 
which would account for its primitive 
Christology. In either case it must be 
dated before the First Letter of Peter 
which is indebted to James.
Source: The Jerusalem Bible, 1966

Third Sunday of Easter
26 April 2020 • 11. 00am

Celebrate Mass online 
with us every Sunday.

https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/


