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NBA members were well-represented in 

Washington DC at the NAB’s annual State 

Leadership Conference, February 23-25.   

 

Our NBA delegates attended Tuesday’s State 
Leadership Conference, which included vital 
updates from the NAB’s Government Relations 
team on pending legislation of concern to 
broadcasters.  Materials were distributed to help 
our delegation prepare our talking points for the 
next day’s visits to our federal delegates on 
Capitol Hill. 
 

There were three main issues we prepared to 
address with our Senators and Congressmen: 

• Oppose a “Performance Tax” on local 
radio broadcasters 

• Ensure changes to the Communications 
Act protect broadcast TV viewers 

• Oppose reforms to the tax treatment 
(deductibility) of advertising costs 

 

Our delegation agreed that in the next day’s 
meetings, we would have Craig Eckert 
address the Performance Tax issue, Joy 
Patten would address the advertising 
deductibility/tax reform issue, and that Patrick   
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This year’s NBA delegation: 
(L to R)  Past-Chairman and 
Legislative Liaison Craig 
Eckert, Platte River  Radio, 
Hastings-Kearney; Director 
Ariel Roblin, KETV, 
Omaha; Secretary-Treasurer 
Patrick Maag, KDUH TV, 
Scottsbluff; Vice-Chairperson 
Joy Patten, Digity – Lincoln; 
and NBA President/Executive 
Director, Jim Timm.  

Maag and Ariel Roblin would “tag team” the Communications Act rewrite 
and our concerns about retransmission consent, “local choice,” etc.  
 

Following Tuesday afternoon’s Hill preparations, Craig Eckert and Jim 
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Washington, DC Trip (continued) 

Timm attended a NABPAC fundraiser for Senator Heidi Heitkamp (North Dakota).  Heitkamp is a 
co-sponsor of S. Con. Res. 4, the Senate’s version of the “Local Radio Freedom Act” and a former 
radio talk show host.  She is well aware of radio’s “performance tax” concerns and is a great ally to 
have in our corner.     
 

On Wednesday morning, our NBA delegation left for Capitol Hill bright and early to begin lobbying 
our Federal delegates for their support on our three critical issues.  Our first meeting was with 
Congressman Brad Ashford, whom we met with prior to the “Nebraska Breakfast” in the Dirksen 
Senate Cafeteria.  We then attended the “Nebraska Breakfast” along with about 60 other 
Nebraskans who were on the Hill that day for their respective business issues.  Rep. Ashford 
introduced Jim Timm and asked him to introduce the members of our delegation and to give a brief 
explanation of the purpose of our visit. 
 

Following the “Nebraska Breakfast” we met with Tyler Grassmeyer, Deputy Chief of Staff for 
Senator Ben Sasse, who joined us in between his other commitments.  We met in the Dirksen 
Cafeteria as the Sasse team is still awaiting a larger office space.   
 

From there we crossed The Hill to meet with Alan Feyerherm, Deputy Chief of Staff and 
Legislative Director for Congressman Jeff Fortenberry.  Rep. Fortenberry had already signed on 
(again) in favor of the Local Radio Freedom act so we were able to open by thanking them for their 
continued support before moving on to our other issues. 
 

We then crossed back to the Senate side (yes, we put some miles on!) to meet with Senator Deb 
Fischer and her Legislative Assistant, Josh Lynch.  Senator Fischer took a definite interest in our 
retransmission concerns and stated that she understands how much local broadcasters do to 
support our local communities and that she wants do to whatever she can to help our industry 
remain viable.  After Senator Fischer left for another commitment, we had an extended conversation 
with Josh Lynch about our other issues of concern. 
 

Our last meeting of the day required one more trip across The Hill, to the office of Congressman 
Adrian Smith.  Rep. Smith had been called into a committee meeting so we met with Legislative 
Director Joshua Jackson who greeted us with the good news that Rep. Smith had signed on 
(again) to the Local Radio Freedom Act.  We used our remaining time to discuss our other issues 
and answer his many questions about our concerns. 
 
Prior to the State Leadership Conference, Timm attended the Annual Winter Meeting of the National 
Alliance of State Broadcast Associations (NASBA) where he and other state executives were briefed 
on a number of topics of interest and concern to NASBA members. 
 

It was a typical whirlwind trip to DC.  Our NBA delegation was focused and very well spoken in each 
of our meetings.  The NBA Board and its’ officers remain committed to working with our federal 
delegates to further defend and articulate the concerns of our members across Nebraska.  
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NBA Advocacy and Lobbying Makes an Impact 

With the beginning of a new Unicameral session in Lincoln and the 114th Congress in Washington DC, 
a handful of legislative issues that could affect NBA members have popped up like spring flowers. Only 
in this case, these issues aren’t at all like flowers…they’re more like weeds…and some are tougher to 
eradicate than others. 
 

Enter your legislative “weed control” team:  your NBA Board of Directors, NBA members, your NBA 
President/Executive Director, and the NAB.  A number of people have been highly aware of and 
involved in advocating and lobbying on your behalf over the past several weeks. 

 

STATE LEGISLATIVE ISSUES: 
 

LB 10, “Winner take all” Electoral Votes.  This bill is dead for the 2015 Unicameral session, and 
broadcasters made a significant impact in killing it.  Your NBA Board held an electronic meeting on 
February 3rd which resulted in approving a motion to have the NBA Executive Committee work with our 
contract lobbyist, Walt Radcliffe of Radcliffe & Associates, to execute the best strategy to fight LB 
10.   
 
At Radcliffe’s recommendation, a letter of opposition was written with input by Chairman Jason 
Effinger, Director Ariel Roblin and President/Executive Director Jim Timm.  After the Executive 
Committee approved the letter (see page 4), Radcliffe read it in to the record on February 4th and 
personally delivered copies to Senators McCoy and Murante, with whom he shared our concerns. 
 

On February 10th, Radcliffe appeared at our Winter Board meeting to give an update and answer 
questions about the bill’s status.  Radcliffe supplied a list of Senators he felt we most needed to 
influence, and that’s when several Board members and NBA members went in to overtime to stress the 
importance of opposing LB 10.  Those who made significant efforts include Andy Ruback, Ariel 
Roblin and Steve Seline.  Several others contacted their respective district’s Senators asking them 
to oppose the bill as well.  As Jim Timm attended meetings and events with Senators over the past 
few weeks, he increasingly received comments about the NBA’s position on this bill.  Without a doubt, 
the combined efforts of broadcasters were heard and resulted in cloture of LB 10. 
 

That said, we will need to go on the offensive for 2016 as it’s clear this bill will come up again.  We 
can serve our members best with an effective plan during the “off season” which will be discussed by 
our Board at our next quarterly meeting.                   
 

LB 282, Open meetings & open records.  This bill is also dead.  It would have allowed the names 
of applicants for school superintendent positions to remain confidential until a hire was made public. 
 

Working through the NBA’s membership in “Media of Nebraska” (a non-profit entity of broadcast 
and print media created specifically to monitor legislation regarding freedom of information, open 
meetings and open records), a plan was formed to oppose this bill. 
 

At the suggestion of Walt Radcliffe (who also represents Media of Nebraska), we lined up a panel of 

five media witnesses to oppose LB 282, including Jacque Harms, News Director of KNOP TV in North 

Platte.  On February 11th, the Media of Nebraska witnesses testified at the committee hearing.  Harms 

was particularly impactful in her remarks and in answering the questions posed by Senators on the 

continued on next page 
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NBA Advocacy (continued) 

committee.  By the end of the hearing it was clear our strong 

response had taken hold, as we were approached in the hallway by 

representatives of organizations who had favored LB 282…offering to 

work with Media of Nebraska on some kind of compromise.  No 

compromise was needed, as we accomplished our mission. 

 

NSAA.  As noted in “Board Briefs” in this issue of The Modulator, we 
are continuing to make progress in strengthening the relationship 
between NBA member stations and the NSAA.   We exchange 
concerns and ideas more openly and appear to have a better 
understanding of each other’s priorities and initiatives.  In a recent 
meeting with Senator/Speaker of the Floor Galen Hadley, he 
told President Timm that he is well aware of our members concerns 
with the NSAA and offered his continued support at any time.  Timm 
told Hadley that we appear to be making progress through more 
frequent conversations, and would certainly call him if we ever felt 
we were at a point where legislation appears to be our only remedy.        
 

FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE ISSUES:      
 

As noted in the cover story of this issue of The Modulator, there are 
three major issues at play within our federal legislature of concern to 

broadcasters everywhere. In addition to the efforts of your NBA contingent on our recent Capitol 
Hill visits, the NAB is also working hard on our members behalf to influence needed changes in 
this pending legislation. The NBA has also signed on with other state associations to support the 
FCC’s proposal to move to online contest rule postings, along with suggestions for improvement to 
their proposal.    
 

We need your help!  Senators and Congressmen long remember an interview at a radio or TV 
station over a crowded office visit from a bunch of “suits.”  Every interview you can grant 
opens the door for a hallway conversation about your concerns over these and other 
pending issues.  Please – step up and do your part to engage our federal delegates 
accordingly.  If you need a current contact list, contact Jim Timm at jim@ne-ba.org    
 
SOCIAL MEDIA ON CAPITOL HILL 
 

Just like broadcasters have adapted to using Social Media, our elected officials and government 

agencies have done the same.  Following this article you will find a Social Media contact list.  

Please use Twitter and Facebook to communicate with these people as you see fit.  Like 

everything else in our lives, Social Media is becoming an increasingly important contact tool for 

advocacy and lobbying, too! 

NBA President/Executive Direc-
tor Jim Timm with KNOP TV 
News Director Jacque Harms at 
the Capitol, following Harms’ 
testimony against LB 282 on 
February 11th.  
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Board Briefs: Highlights of the winter Board of Directors meeting of the NBA, 
February 10, 2015, at the Governor’s mansion in Lincoln.  

Chairman Jason Effinger called the meeting to order, noting that all directors 
were in attendance.  Secretary-Treasurer Patrick Maag presented the financial 
statements for October, November and December, 2014, which were approved 
on voice vote.  President/Executive Director Jim Timm stated that the 
Executive Committee had approved the low bid of $6,800 to $7,000 from Nick 

Hill for our scheduled financial audit, with the results expected by our Spring Board meeting.     
 
Hall of Fame Chair Dr. Larry Walklin reviewed our Hall of Fame history and election process 
before leading us through all new and prior nominations for the 2015 class.  The Board elected to 
induct Marty Riemenschneider and Chuck Stevens at our annual Hall of Fame Banquet in 
August.  Please see our accompanying article on these pending 2015 inductees.   
 
Timm reviewed the January 26th meeting of 
Media of Nebraska and the efforts 
regarding LB282 (open meetings, open 
records).  Effinger welcomed NBA lobbyist 
Walt Radcliffe of Walt Radcliffe and 
Associates to discuss LB10 (“winner take 
all” electoral vote) and to answer Board 
member questions.  Timm updated the 
Board on his efforts to raise the NBA’s profile with our state legislators, attending multiple 
fundraisers and other functions.   
 
Craig Eckert gave an update on the recent “Media Advisory Council” meeting with the Nebraska 
School Activities Association (NSAA), resulting in some needed changes to their Media Manual.  
 
Eckert said that even with some progress made, NBA members need to constantly show the NSAA 
who we are and what we do for high school activities statewide.  Eckert also stated that some NBA 
members need an “attitude adjustment;” while some members may not like NSAA policies or fees, 
we must focus on improving our NSAA relationship. 
 
Timm provided updates on member services including Foundation Scholarships, Paid Internships, 
Legal Hotlines, Sales Training and Omnia Profiles.  Timm noted increased activity on Alternative 
Inspections, with notices sent to more than 40 stations with expiring certificates in 2015.   
 
Timm reported that 2015 convention work continues and that a contract has been signed with 
Embassy Suites-Lincoln for our 2016 convention. He also reported interest from Spanish stations for 
the 2015 Pinnacle Awards, which the Board supported provided enough Spanish stations enter the 
competition. 
 
Ariel Roblin stated she had seen a recent economic impact survey for Omaha Performing Arts and 
made a motion for the NBA to explore the cost of a research project to gather factual data to 
determine the economic impact of broadcasting in Nebraska.  Motion carried on voice vote.    
 
Timm reported that the Engineering Committee recommended declining further pursuit of the 

continued on next page 
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Board Briefs (continued) 

“Emergency Radio Trailer” concept and described the committee’s thoughts on the “Centralized 
Engineering Services” model, which led to considerable discussion.  Eckert made a motion for Timm 
to study how a centralized engineering service would impact the NBA’s non-profit status, and to 
learn the tax implications of the NBA forming its own Political Action Committee.  Motion carried on 
voice vote.   
 
The Board then had lunch with Governor Pete Ricketts, who spoke about his current priorities 
and opened the floor for questions from our members.  Timm thanked Ricketts for continuing the 
tradition of the Governor’s Monthly Call-In Show. 

NBA Hall of Fame to Welcome Two More Outstanding Broadcasters 

At its winter meeting on February 10th, the NBA Board of Directors voted to induct Marty 
Riemenschneider and Chuck Stevens into the NBA Hall of Fame’s Class of 2015.  The Hall of 
Fame Banquet will be held on Tuesday August 11th during the NBA Annual Convention at the 
Ramada Plaza Hotel in Omaha.  A more detailed “resume” of Marty and Chuck’s 
accomplishments will be unveiled at the Hall of Fame banquet, so here’s an “appetizer” until then: 

 

Marty Riemenschneider is perhaps most widely known in Nebraska 
broadcasting circles as the recently retired President/Executive 
Director of the NBA.  He continues to consult the NBA this year as 
President Emeritus, working on the NBA history project.       
 

Prior to taking over leadership of the NBA in 2002, Riemenschneider 
enjoyed a long, successful career in radio.  He first got the bug selling 
radio time, which led to advancement through the ranks of sales 
management, general management, 
group head and even ownership.   
 

52 years of broadcasting in Lincoln 
makes Chuck Stevens a household 
name to many people, perhaps most for 
his dedication to broadcasting play-by-
play of various high school sports events    

                                         in the Lincoln area.   
 

After starting a radio station in his back yard at age 16, Chuck 

worked his way into the business in television and radio, holding 

positions in announcing, sales and sports play-by-play through his 

retirement at the end of 2012, which spanned a total of 54 years in 

broadcasting.  

Marty Riemenschneider 

Chuck Stevens 
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Station Leaders: 
  
I want to talk to you about the 2015 Nebraska Broadcasters 
Convention coming up August 11th & 12th at the Ramada Plaza Hotel 
in Omaha.  I already know what you are thinking . . . “Jason, I can’t even 
think about next week because I am so busy!  How can I think about 
August?”  Take 2 minutes to think about it now and I promise you it will be 

worth your time. 
  
This convention is shaping up to be one of our best ever.  We will celebrate, congratulate and 
propagate our industry.   
  
Celebrate - Anyone who knows me knows I love a good celebration.  The Hall of Fame 
program is going to be an amazing night this year.  Make the time and make it happen.   
  
Congratulate - We absolutely need to honor the amazing broadcasting work done across this 
great state.  Get as many of your team together as possible and take them to the Pinnacle 
Awards banquet this year.  Don’t just bring team members that may be nominated for an 
award.  You know your station is one big team.  Show them how much you appreciate the work 
they do.  Ask them to attend now.  The award is the icing on the cake, not the reason to 
attend.     
  
Propagate – This is the really important one . . . expand your knowledge, network with others 
and ask questions.  The sessions we are lining up are going to be worth the time and effort to 
attend.    

• Bring your team and encourage brainstorming 
• Explore what is possible without the “rules” of  your market situation  
• Challenge them and yourself to think differently.  

 
The energy and expertise at this coming conference is the perfect place to make this 
happen.  Make this year the year your station plans and guides its future like never before.   
  
My two minutes are almost up.  Don’t wait!  Talk to your team in the next 48 hours!  Make it 
happen!  Don’t let the crazy busy schedule of today hold the future you envision hostage.   
  
I look forward to seeing you and your team in Omaha August 11th and 12th. 

Chairman’s Column by Jason Effinger 

Call for Entries Coming Soon: 2015 NBA Pinnacle Awards! 

Mark your calendar for May 15th!  On that date you can start submitting your entries for the 
2015 NBA Pinnacle Awards!  Entries will be accepted through June 4, 2015.  Winners will be 
announced at the NBA Pinnacle Awards Banquet – during our Annual Convention – on 
Wednesday, August 12th at the Ramada Plaza Hotel in Omaha.  The NBA thanks the Nebraska 
Army National Guard and Pinnacle Bank for their continued sponsorship of Nebraska’s best in 
broadcasting! 
  
Updated rules & registration details will be available soon at www.ne-ba.org   
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Broadcasters Praised on House Floor—Reps weigh in on value of local TV and Radio 
By: John Eggerton, Broadcasting & Cable 

With broadcasters in town to press the flesh and their issues with 
members of Congress —the National Association of Broadcasters 
State Leadership Conference fly-in was this week— House members 
took to the floor Thursday evening (Feb. 26) to praise their local TV 
and radio stations for everything from preserving the First Amendment 
and raising money for charity to being the first informers in times of 
emergency and carrying FNL football (as in the Friday Night Lights-
type high school games that are a near obsession in the Lone Star 
State). 

 
Rep. Kevin Cramer (R-N.D.) started off the praise-a-thon, followed by Reps. Rick Crawford (R-Ark.); 
Ted Poe (R-Tex.) David Cicilline (D-R.I.); and Blake Farenthold (R-Tex.). 
 
"For decades broadcasters have been the first ones to respond to disasters and emergencies," 
Cramer said, and have "saved numerous lives." He said broadcasters had played a "vital role" in the 
quality of life in communities around the country.  He pointed out that almost 600 broadcasters had 
come to the Hill this week to tell their story of service, a message Cramer had clearly gotten, and 
echoed. He said there was "a vibrant, thriving system of local broadcasting in this country." 
 
Rep. Crawford, himself a former farm broadcaster and news anchor, said it was an honor to 
advocate on behalf of them. He said he knew firsthand their importance, not only in times of 
distress. He pointed to the "value proposition" broadcasters bring to the state economy. 
"Broadcasters contribute $9.83 billion to our state's GDP and provided roughly 22,000 jobs." 
Crawford said it was important for Congress to support broadcasters "who do so much for their 
regions and communities." Asked by Cramer to talk about why broadcasting was so important, he 
said reliability and cost, as in free. 
 
Crawford talked about broadcasters integrating new media into their business. He said broadcasting 
was innovative and "not a static business model," an issue NAB has been trying to get across both 
to members and the FCC as it plans to reclaim broadcast spectrum for wireless broadband. 
 
Rep. Poe put an emphasis on "local." He lives in Hurricane Alley on the Gulf Coast and cited five 
hurricanes that have hit his district since he has been in office. He said that when the power goes 
out, the radio and TV stations still on the air are "very vital" for public safety information. 
Poe also talked about the Amber alert program started by Texas broadcasters that to date has led to 
the recovery of 296 missing children. 
 
Poe said he did not know how much of a priority it was in the Dakotas, but "We like high school 
football in Texas... Let's be specific, on Friday night, everybody is playing football at the high 
schools, and our local broadcasters are out there at the stadiums." 
 
Democratic Rep. Cicilline said he wanted to make sure people didn't think broadcasters were just 
important in the Midwest. He cited a telethon that raised $85,000 for a local shelter, and WJR-TV 
Providence's simulcast of its newscast on radio after Hurricane Irene. 

continued on next page 

Rep. Kevin Cramer, (R-N.D.) 
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Rep. Farenthold, a former radio broadcaster, said he saw a resurgence in broadcasting, and more 
local programming. He said that in times of emergency no one comes to the aid of a community like 
local broadcasters, who will suspend regular programming and be the first source of information. 
 
He said that while the Weather Channel may bring in a truck and send in Jim Cantore, the local 
broadcaster is the galoshes on the ground, as it were. "We have Dale Nelson in Corpus Christie who 
has been doing the weather on our NBC affiliate. We jokingly call him 'Dead Wrong Dale' (he is 
actually a multiple award-winning meteorologist for KRIS-TVV Corpus Christi). What other profession 
can you be in besides being a TV meteorologist and get it wrong half the time and still keep a job. 
But Dale knows the community and he gets it right a lot more than he gets it wrong, we just like to 
rib him. But he knows the places that are going to flood. He knows the neighborhoods that are most 
susceptible to damage, and those out of town reporters don't. The members of the media in local 
broadcasting are members of the community and they improve the lives of everyone in the 
community." 

Broadcasters Praised (continued) 

 

Platte River Radio Sports Director to Wrestling Hall of Fame 

For nearly two decades KKPR/KXPN Kearney's Sports Director Doug 

Duda has spearheaded award winning coverage of Nebraska High 

School Wrestling.  This year Duda will be inducted into the Nebraska 

High School Wrestling Coaches Association's Hall of Fame.   

  

The induction as a "Contributor" to Nebraska High School Wrestling is 

the first time a radio broadcaster has been so honored. 

  

The NSWCA Hall of Fame Class of 2015 will be honored at the 34th 

Annual Hall of Fame Banquet on Friday June 12, 2015 at Borders Inn 

& Suites in Grand Island beginning at 5:00 PM. Tickets for the 

banquet may be purchased on line at www.nswca.com. 
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Editor’s Note:  From time to time, we’ll be 

publishing items from the NBA archives.    

This issue includes information taken from 

Modulators from 1989 and 2004 respectively. 

25 Years Ago 
 
Three inductees were ushered into the NBA Hall of Fame at the Association’s Annual  Legislative 
Banquet held February 20, 1990 in Lincoln.  Foster May,  a became one of the first “Man on the 
Street” interviewers in the country, starting on KFOR and later WOW in the 1930’s.  Foster was 
considered a radio phenomenon with a reported 80 percent of the audience listening to him.   His 
on air intro was, “take it away, Foster May!”  Bob Taylor was news director at KOLN TV in 
Lincoln.  For nearly 30 years, a generation grew up hearing news and weather from him.  Merrill 
Workhoven joined WOW radio in 1945, later becoming chief announcer for both WOW radio and 
television.  His well-known closing to each newscast was “My time is up….thank you for yours.”   
He helped many people get their start in broadcasting including an up and coming….later to 
become a good friend, Johnny Carson who appeared on video tape at the banquet.   
 
An application was granted to the Nebraska Education Telecommunications  from the FCC 
for a non-commercial educational FM CP for a new educational FM on 91.1 Mhz.  
  
KSRZ FM, North Platte 94.9 Mhz, seeks assignment from North Platte Broadcasting to Tri-State 
Broadcasting Association, licensee of KJLT AM in North Platte. 
 
KVSH, Valentine, has been sold to Heart City Radio.  NBA Board member, Larry Russell will 
remain as manager thought the transfer.   
 
Diane N. Landen, Omaha, has been granted an FM Broadcast Station licensed to Omaha at 
105.9. 

 
Harold (Hal) Potter (left) has been appointed as VP and GM 
of KPTM, Channel 42 in Omaha.  Manuel R. Broussard (right)  
has been named VP/GM of Narragansett Radio’s KEZO AM-FM in 
Omaha, according to  their President, John L. Peroyea.   
 
The Sun Group has named Dana Webb’s  KESY AM/FM as their 
stations of the year and KESY’s Brenda Constant as Sales 
Manager of the year. 

 
KHAT AM/FM, Lincoln has appointed  Howard Stevens as general Manager. 
 
Mitchell Broadcasting VP/GM Marty Riemenschneider announced that KQKQ/KKAR in Omaha 
has named Dan Charleston as the new General Sales Manager.  Charleston currently serves as 
Secretary-Treasurer of the NBA.  
 
 
 
 

continued on next page 
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10 Years Ago 
 
Thirty-two Nebraska State Senators and their guests attended the NBA’s 2005 Legislative 
Reception held at the Cornhusker Hotel in Lincoln.  A feature of the event was a tarot card 
reading where both senators and broadcasters could foresee their future.  NBA Chairman Craig 
Larson paid special tribute to the legislators for their dedication and personal sacrifice in serving 
the people of Nebraska.   
 
The NBA delegation to the NAB Leadership Conference brought a full plate of issues and items to 
their Hill visits to Washington, DC on March 3rd.  The NBA Group included Chairman Craig 
Larson, KTIC/KWPN, West Point; Chair-Elect Roger Moody, KLKN TV Lincoln; LLC, Eric 
Brown, KRVN, Lexington and NBA President, Marty Riemenschneider.   The group was joined 
by Rolland Johnson, Chairman of Three Eagles Communications who also served on the NAB 
Radio Board and by Peter Pappas, lobbyist for Pappas Broadcasting.  
 
Robert E. “Bob” Thomas has been named the 2005 recipient of the Broadcast Pioneer Award.   
Journal Broadcast Group is now open for business in their brand new location at their tower 
location at 72nd and Crown Point.   Great Empire has previously located their stations (WOW AM/
FM) to this location with a brand new 10,000 square foot facility and when Journal acquired the 
stations along with their existing group, which had been located on John Galt Blvd, the stations 
were being operated at separate locations.  In 2002, the property was sold to Journal, which 
planned to move all 8 stations into one facility.  These new facilities serve as a showplace for the 
Omaha Journal operations.  General Manager Steve Wexler and Operations Manager Tom 
Land will proudly arrange a tour. 
 
KCRO, 660 AM, has been sold to Salem Communications to pair up with their recent acquisition 
of KGBI FM, formerly owned by Grace Bible Institute.  Salem reportedly paid $3.1 million to by 
KCRO from Eternal Broadcasting, LLC.  General Manager Johnny Andrews is running both 
stations as the Omaha Market Manager.   
 
Journal Broadcasting Group’s KBBX FM, is one of the 50 finalists for the coveted Crystal Award.  

It is the only Nebraska-licensed station to receive this nomination and is the only Spanish 

language station in the country to be nominated for a Crystal.   

(CONTINUED)  
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Two!  That’s right, TWO heritage Lincoln 
radio stations have been named finalists in 
the 2015 NAB Crystal Radio Awards 
competition, which recognize radio stations 
across America for their outstanding year-
round commitment to community service.  
Congratulations! 
 

KFOR AM, owned by Digity, and KLIN AM, owned by NRG Media, 
have both made the cut in this prestigious annual awards 
program.  Winners will be announced and the finalists honored at the 
NAB Radio Luncheon on Tuesday, April 14 during the 2015 NAB Show 
in Las Vegas. 
 

Julie Gade, Market Manager for Digity in Lincoln said, “The fact that 
two stations from the same market are named as finalists for the 
Crystal Awards is a testament to the quality of radio that is produced 
right here in Lincoln, Nebraska.  We are proud to be nominated again and thrilled to share the 
spotlight with KLIN.  Congratulations, Ami and all of the KLIN Team.  GO LINCOLN!”  KFOR is no 
stranger to the NAB Crystal Awards, having won four times previously in 1991, 2004, 2008, and in 
2011.  
 

Said General Manager Ami Graham of NRG in Lincoln, "It's not rare for two stations in the same 
market to be finalists at the same time, however, it usually happens in a major market.  It is 
special when a city the size of Lincoln has two long-running broadcasters in KLIN and KFOR that 
are dedicated to the level of professionalism and commitment to community service to qualify as 
finalists.  We're proud for both stations, and this recognition makes us want to work even harder 
to serve the community." 
 

No doubt, both stations and their respective employees are very deserving of being named 

finalists.  We look forward to seeing which stations win on April 14th! 

Lincoln’s KFOR and KLIN Named NAB “Crystal Award” Finalists 

SAVE THE DATE FOR CONVENTION 2015! 

August 11 & 12, 2015 
Ramada Plaza Omaha Hotel & Convention Center  
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Governor Ricketts Embraces Monthly Call-in Show 

“It’s a tradition to start this program with a call from 
James from Blue Springs.” 
 

With those words spoken by host Rick Alloway, 

Nebraska’s 40th Governor, Pete Ricketts, took his first 

live call on his first-ever “NBA Governor’s Monthly Call-In 

Show” on Monday, January 12th from the studios of 

KFOR in Lincoln. 

 

Continuing a 
tradition started 

in 1991, the NBA’s “Governor’s Monthly Call-In Show” is 
the longest running show of its kind in the nation.  The 
NBA is pleased that Governor Ricketts has agreed to 
appear on this unique program. 
 

Said Governor Ricketts, “One of the biggest challenges I 
hear about traveling Nebraska, is our state’s urban-rural 
divide. The call-in show helps to bridge that gap by 
connecting citizens all across Nebraska with the business 
of state government in Lincoln and also by providing them 
with an opportunity to voice their concerns directly to my 
office.” 

 

Our most recent broadcast (March 16th) was done with 

Governor Ricketts in the studios of KELN in North Platte.  

The Governor was traveling across Nebraska that day in 

support of National Ag Week and was joined by some 

other dignitaries. 

 

The NBA Governor’s Call-In Show typically airs on the 

3rd Monday of each month and is carried live on over 20 

NBA member radio stations.  To carry the show on your 

station, please email Jim Timm at jim@ne-ba.org.  

Host Rick Alloway (left) with Governor 

Pete Ricketts on January 12, 2015. 

L to R: Rick Alloway, General Manager of 

KRNU-FM, Governor Pete Ricketts, and 

Jim Timm, NBA President/Executive Di-

rector on January 12, 2015 at KFOR. 

L to R: Lewys Carlini and Andrew Lee of 

Eagle Radio-North Platte, Farm Bureau 

President Steve Nelson, Senator Jerry 

Johnson (Wahoo), Ag Director Greg 

Ibach, and Governor Pete Ricketts, at 

KELN on March 16, 2015.  



Page 16 

Changes...Changes...Changes! 

KOMJ SOLD, FLIPS TO “BOOMER 1490” 
 

Steve Seline’s Walnut Radio LLC started the new year by celebrating 
the closing of its purchase of Omaha’s KOMJ AM from Cochise 
Broadcasting.  The celebration went into overdrive with an immediate re-
launch of the station as “Boomer 1490” during a launch party at 
Gorat’s Steakhouse in Omaha, attended by more than 150 people.  
Congratulations Steve and team! 
 

L to R:  Walnut Radio President Steve Seline, Consultant 
Patrick Stibbs, General Manager Chris Walz and 
Program Director J.J. Morgan at Gorat’s on January 7th.   
 

 

HUSKER SPORTS CHANGES OMAHA AFFILIATES  
 

IMG announced a major change in Husker Sports 
affiliation in Omaha, with the news that Journal 

Broadcast Group’s KXSP (AM 590) will become Omaha’s home for all things Husker Sports 
beginning July 1, 2015.  iHeartMedia’s KFAB (AM 1110) has been the long-time home of 
Husker Football and several other Nebraska Athletics broadcasts across 
their cluster. 
 

Dave Witty, Nebraska's senior associate athletic director for 
marketing and communications, expressed in a statement the primary 
objective was "to maximize the number of athletics events available to 
our fans" while "ensuring the broadest broadcast signal coverage, and 
achieving great exposure for all Husker sports." 
  
Mark Halverson, VP/GM Journal Broadcast Group Omaha Radio, said those at his stations "are 
honored and excited to become a partner with IMG and the University of Nebraska." 
 

KFAB’s Gary Sadlemyer said that it simply came down to business. “We are disappointed.  

Moving forward, we are going to be Husker fans and supporting the university.” 
 
RURAL RADIO NETWORK BUYING YORK COMBO 
 

The Nebraska Rural Radio Association announced that it has reached an agreement to 
purchase radio stations KAWL and KTMX in York from Mark Jensen, president of MWB 
Broadcasting. 
  
"We're very excited to add KAWL and KTMX to our family of stations," said NRRA General Manager 
Craig Larson.  "Mark has done a tremendous job with these stations. We plan to continue that 
same level of community involvement in York and the surrounding area." 

continued on next page 
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Changes (continued) 
  
Jensen has owned KAWL and KTMX for over a decade.  “My number one mission with the radio 
stations in York was to super serve the greater York area with quality programming of news, 
weather and sports,” Jensen said. “I’m glad to know that the Nebraska Rural Radio Association will 
continue on with that mission in mind.” 
  
NRRA's flagship station is KRVN AM and FM in Lexington.  Other stations include KNEB AM and FM 
in Scottsbluff, KTIC AM and FM in West Point and KAMI AM in Cozad. 
  
SCRIPPS/JOURNAL MERGERS OK'D BY SHAREHOLDERS 
 
The E.W. Scripps Co. and Journal Communications received approval from their shareholders 
for their proposed spinoffs and mergers.  Journal’s Nebraska operations include Omaha TV station 
KMTV and their five-station cluster of KEZO-FM, KKCD-FM, KQCH-FM, KSRZ-FM and KXSP-
AM.   
 
Upon closing of the transactions, Scripps and Journal will merge their broadcast operations, 
creating an expanded Scripps, while simultaneously spinning off and merging their newspaper 
operations to form a new publicly traded company called Journal Media Group. 
 
The transactions are expected to close early in the second quarter of 2015. The merged broadcast 
and digital media company will retain The E.W. Scripps name. 

Wanted: Your Old, Unused Broadcasting Gear 

Have you got some old gear sitting around the station?  You know, the kind of stuff you discon-
nected some time ago…have no intention of ever using again…but for whatever reason, it’s still 
sitting around?   
 

If so, NBA President Emeritus Marty Riemenschneider would like to hear from you! 
 

Marty continues working on our NBA History Project and one of his most recent adventures has 
been procuring and storing old broadcasting equipment.  “Old” could be three years old, 30 years 
old, even older! 
 

“Our goal is to collect unused equipment that’s in reasonably good shape, to be displayed as part 
of our History Project” said Riemenschneider.  “One item we’re looking for would be a tri-pack cart 
deck.  We’d also like a record/playback cart machine, along with a couple of turntables.” 
 

Riemenschneider added, “While our Board will ultimately determine how and where this equip-
ment will be displayed, I’m trying to get my hands on anything our members are no longer using.  
We’ve got a place to store it, and I don’t want to see this equipment get thrown away or recycled 
if it could add to our collection.” 
 

Please contact Marty at marty@ne-ba.org with details of any old equipment you may be willing to 

donate to the NBA History Project.  Thank you! 
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University of Nebraska CoJMC Honors NBA Members 

The University of Nebraska–Lincoln College of Journalism and Mass Communications honored 
alumni and industry professionals during the college’s annual J Days celebration, February 26-27, 
2015. Begun in 1992, J Days is a celebration held each spring to honor and recognize the work 
and achievements of alumni, graduate students and industry leaders. 
 

Two NBA members were among those honored at a luncheon on the Nebraska Student Union on 
Friday, February 27th. 
 

BROADCAST PIONEER AWARD:  Gil Poese, KBRX AM/FM - O’Neill 
 

The Broadcast Pioneer Award is chosen by members of 
the Nebraska Broadcasters Association and the 
broadcasting faculty and students of the college. This 
award recognizes those individuals whose long term 
leadership has contributed to the high quality of 
Nebraska broadcasting and the high quality of 
broadcast education. 
 
Poese, a native of Emma, Missouri, graduated from 
high school in Waverly, Missouri, and graduated 
Pathfinders School of Radio in Kansas City in 1948. His 
first job in radio was at WLOI, La Porte, Indiana, from 
1949 to 1952. While there, he also served his country 
in Korea.  Mr. Poese moved to O’Neill, Nebraska to 
begin work at KBRX in 1959, and was offered the 
opportunity to purchase the station in 1961.  He has 
owned and operated KBRX AM-FM since then and is still 
active at the stations. 

 

In 2005, Poese was named Nebraska’s Outstanding Older Worker.  He remains active in the 
community as a member of the American Legion and serves on their color guard/firing squad at 
veterans’ funerals. 
 

Gil was unable to attend the luncheon, so his award was accepted by his son Scott, General 

Manager of KBRX AM-FM. 

 

THOMAS C. SORENSEN AWARD FOR DISTINGUISHED NEBRASKA JOURNALISM: 
Dennis Kellogg, NET – Lincoln 
 
Dennis Kellogg serves as the news director for NET, a statewide public broadcaster in 
Nebraska.  He is in charge of all news content for the television, radio and online platforms. 
Kellogg worked as the news director for KHAS-TV in Hastings, Nebraska, for 12 years before 
taking his current position with NET in 2010. 

L to R:  Michael Poese (grandson of Gil), 

Scott Poese, General Manager of  

KBRX AM-FM, and Jim Timm, NBA  

President/Executive Director. 

continued on next page 
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UNL (continued) 

The Thomas C. Sorensen Award for Distinguished 
Nebraska Journalism is given to a journalist for any story 
distributed through Nebraska’s mass media, whether 
cablecast, telecast, newspaper, magazine, online or 
radio. Thomas C. Sorensen was a former Nebraska 
journalist who left the state to pursue a career in 
government service. He came from a Nebraska family 
notable for its service in politics, education and business 
at the state, national and international levels. 
 
Congratulations to Gil and Dennis! 

KHAS radio became a twinkle in the eye of Fred Seaton 
when he moved into Hastings in 1935. He wondered 
why the city of Hastings did not have its own radio 
station and from there he began the work to form a 
radio station in Hastings. Money was tight back then 
because of the Great Depression but with the help of 
James Conway, Fred Seaton created the Nebraska 
Broadcasting Company. The money to begin KHAS radio 
was gathered from stockholders and through all of Mr. 
Seaton’s hard work and determination KHAS radio was 
incorporated on March 9th, 1939 and went on the air for 
the first time on September 30th, 1940.  

 
The original KHAS radio station was located on the second floor of the Hastings Tribune building. 
KHAS originally had three studios. Studio A seated 300 people and had a stage 25’x16’ in size. 
Studio B was able to seat 75 people and Studio C, also called the Announcers Room, was 12’x20’ 
and was the announcer’s private domain. The radio 
transmitter tower was on top of the Hastings Tribune 
building and stood 225’ in the air, which was an amazing 
feet as it had no guy wires to help hold the tower in 
place.  
 
KHAS radio went on the air at 7:30pm on opening night 
and featured a welcoming address that was broadcasted 
live by then Hastings Mayor Leonard T. Waterman. The 
first Manager of KHAS was Orville Rennie, former 
Manager of The Strand and Rivoli Theatres. Assisting him 

KHAS Radio Celebrates 75 Years! 

L to R:  Dennis Kellogg with Maria Mar-
ron, Dean of College of Journalism and 
Mass Communication at UNL.  

continued on next page 
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KHAS (continued) 

were a technical staff composed of Chief Engineer Walter Ely and 
Operators George Egli and Roy Kenyon. Ed McIntire headed the Sales 
Department and Alray Brown was the Program Director. The most 
famous radio personality to begin his career in Hastings was Bill Hay, 
who later became famous as the announcer for the Amos & Andy 
program that was quite popular in the golden days of radio. 
 
Over the years since KHAS’s begin days the station has changed hands 
a few times, won several awards for broadcasting excellence, and has 
been rebranded many times. In the 50’s KHAS was known as “The 
Good Companion Station” and in the 60’s it was known as “Modern 
Radio for Modern People,” but one thing that has remained the same is 
the commitment that KHAS radio has to provide entertainment and 
information to it’s listeners in Hastings and the surrounding 
communities.  
 
KHAS is owned and operated by Platte River Radio, Inc., headed by Craig Eckert. 

 

 

Governor Ricketts Call-In Show 

The NBA’s Governor’s Call-In rolls on…thanks to Governor Pete 
Ricketts’ willingness to continue this long-running program. 
 
“The call-in show provides a unique and important avenue 
for the Governor to listen to the issues and concerns of 
Nebraskans across the state.“– Governor-elect Pete 
Ricketts 
 
More than 25 NBA member stations across the state carry the 
show, which originates from the studios of KFOR in Lincoln.  Here 
is the schedule through June 2015 (2:00p.m. Central, 1:00p.m. 
Mountain): 
 
 April 20 

        May 4 *New Date 
        June 15 
 
 Additional dates will be posted on the NBA website as soon as they are confirmed.    
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KRNU celebrates its 45th year of providing experience for young broadcasters 
By Madi Weinberger on March 12th, 2015arts and entertainment  

The 90.3 KRNU college radio station celebrated its 45th birthday last month 
and has seen many transitions over the years. 
 
Before 1970, the university offered a campus-only station called KNUS. 
What started as a carrier current station only available on campus has grown 
into a “hands on, real experience” for University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
broadcasting students and a wider frequency reach into the city of Lincoln. 
 

“In those days, they ran the audio signal for KNUS into the electrical system for the university,” 
said Rick Alloway, KRNU’s general manager and CoJMC professor. “So if you were in a dorm or 
an office building on campus, you could plug in your clock radio and dial into the electric circuit 
and dial to a specific point in the radio and pick up KNUS.” 
 
Prior to KNUS, the university had another radio station in the 1920s called WFAV. According to the 
UNL yearbook archive of 1925, the junior and senior members of the American Institute of 
Electrical Engineers in the College of Engineering “entertained freshmen and sophomores at an 
open house of the electrical laboratory of radio station WFAV.” The station didn’t last. 
 
In the late 1960s, UNL faculty members Neale Copple and Dr. Larry Walklin worked in 
conjunction with the Nebraska Broadcasters Association to provide a better opportunity for 
students to have real on-air experience. When they heard of an open FM frequency spot on 90.3, 
they couldn’t pass it up. 
 
Walklin said over the years, the station has adapted into the digital age and now offers more 
diverse programming. 
 
Alloway said technology of the time was also a factor. When vinyl and cassettes were shoved off 
the shelves and compact discs took over the market, the studio shifted gears, putting CD players 
in the studio and facing the challenge of paying more than $15 for the music. 
 
“I suggested to Dr. Walklin that we switch to a modern rock or alternative format,” Alloway said. 
“Our hope was to get a record service for free, and that’s exactly what happened.” 
 
Station manager and COJMC professor Ford Clark started at KRNU in 1990. “It was just so cool 
to have that hands on, real experience that paid off later in my career,” Clark said. “When I was 
an undergrad, everyone had to do a two-hour radio shift, and I did that and was also the 
production director, sports director and did live broadcasts of Husker sports events.” 
 
“The biggest change was going digital and having an automated station,” Clark said. “Our station 
wasn’t always on 24/7.” With the constant air time, students were able to tune in during the late 
hours of the night. In 2006, KRNU made its way to the internet. Three years later, the station 
created an online-streaming channel, KRNU2. 
 
Clark said both stations continue to offer on-the-air positions for CoJMC students, including DJ 
airtime over the summer. “We don’t discriminate,” Clark said. “As long as you’re a student at the 
College of Journalism, we will train you to get you on the air.” 
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Commercial Approach: Promote Not Doing It Yourself by Jeffrey Hedquist  

Recently I needed a door put into a frame that was slightly out of alignment. 
I’ve done this before, but it takes me a long time. I just don’t do it often 
enough to be good at it. I don’t know all the techniques, or have all the right 
tools, shims etc.   
 
I did the smart thing – hired a skilled carpenter. He did it in 1/3 the time it 
would have taken me, plus he came up with a creative solution for fitting the 

door that never would have occurred to me. He was the expert.  
 
So are most of your clients. Each of them does something better than the people who buy from 
them. 
 
So, use their commercials to make a case for people not doing it themselves. 
 
You don’t have to over exaggerate or make the challenge of doing it themselves cartoon-like. The 
truth will be powerful enough – and more believable. 
 
Probably the most important question to infer to your audience is, “Would you rather do 
something else with your time?” or, “Is the best investment of your energy?” 
  
In most cases, getting listeners to experience what they might have to go though justifies having 
your client do it for them. 
 
Show them they can save time and money (we buy material in bulk); get it done right the first 
time (we have the special tools and expertise), take advantage of experience (we do 867 repairs 
just like yours each year). 
 

• Invite your audience to bake the best bread in the world.  Take them through the 
complex time-consuming procedure of grinding the flour, mixing the ingredients, letting the 
dough rise, kneading it (repeating the sequence), preparing the pan, heating the oven, 
timing, cooling the bread on a rack, etc.  

 
Then suggest an alternative: that they stop by Freda’s Bread Oven on their way home from 
work to get what some people call the best bread in all of Jefferson County. Freda does all 
the work. You get fresh, made-from-scratch bread and save yourself hours. 

 
• Tell them Ron Delmar has spent 22 years practicing for your haircut. Thousands of heads, 
thousands of hours spent making people look great. It’s amazing he charges so little for so 
much experience. 

 
• You could save a few bucks by changing your own oil, as long as you don’t take into 
consideration the mess, disposing of the used oil, the scraped knuckles and the value of 
your time, or…you could just drive into Randy’s Really Fast Lube, use their Wi-Fi while they 
change your oil, check the filters, fluids, belts, tire pressure and get a free car wash – all in 
minutes. 

 

continued on next page 
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Hedquist (continued) 

Wrap up your commercial with free advice, offer a consultation, and describe a service, seminar or 
product with possibly a limited time offer. 
 
This technique will work for just about any advertiser. 
 
Most people don’t want to do it themselves. They want it done for them – by experts, saving them 
time, effort and money. 
 
Get the ball rolling by asking your client: “What would it take for one of your customers to learn or 
do what you do? To create what you create?” Turn their answers into powerful stories. 
 
You could spend decades learning how to create commercials, studying with the masters, making mistakes, refining 
your craft, discovering secrets that get remarkable results for your clients…or you could email Jeffrey@Hedquist.com 
to get his advice.  
 
© 1997–2015 Hedquist Productions, Inc.   All rights reserved. 

 

 

Nebraska Emergency Alert System 2015 

Required Monthly Test Schedule 

All RMTs are scheduled for the third Tuesday of each month 

APRIL 21 AT 11:00 PM  

MAY 19 AT 10:00 AM  

JUNE 16 AT 11:00 PM  

JULY 21 AT 10:00 AM (NWS INITIATED)  

AUGUST 18 AT 11:00 PM  

SEPTEMBER 15 AT 10:00 AM  

OCTOBER 20 AT 11:00 PM  

NOVEMBER 17 AT 10:00 AM (NWS INITIATED)  

DECEMBER 15 AT 11:00 PM  

 
All Nebraska broadcasters and cable systems are encouraged to have a representative on the Nebraska EAS 
email list where you will receive updates on EAS tests and alerts. Go to www.NE-EAS.org to register.  
 
This schedule is set by the Nebraska State Emergency Communications Committee (SECC)  

www.NE-EAS.org 


