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GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS / REQUIREMENTS 
OF THE MICHIGAN ECCE WRITING EXAMINATION

The performance of candidates in the Writing Section of recent ECCE exams has made it clear that there is an inability on the part 
of candidates to meet the specific requirements of the exam, even if they have a good command of the language and are able to 
express themselves adequately in writing. This is mainly due to the fact that they are trained in general writing skills, but not in the 
particular skills the ECCE Writing Exam demands. The following are some of the characteristics and requirements of the ECCE 
Writing Examination, which candidates and teachers should keep in mind during their preparation for the exam.

TARGETING PROBLEMS
Over the last few years we have come across particular difficulties students face when dealing with ECCE writing tasks. This book 
focuses on these problems and provides strategies for solving them.

Misinterpretation of topics: Students 
often confuse similar topics because 
they recognize words or phrases 
which remind them of a topic they 
have written before.

Both stages 1 and 2 consist of 
double lessons (a and b) with pairs 
of topics based on similar themes. 
Lesson a includes an exhaustive 
analysis of a topic (model letters/
essays, comprehension questions, 
vocabulary exercises, etc.), while 
Lesson b gives a similar topic with 
minimal guidance. Model letters/
essays are provided for all b lessons 
only for teachers, to photocopy at 
their own discretion. 

To help students practice dealing 
with a wide range of similar topics, in 
order to activate their critical thinking. 
To increase their confidence by 
asking them to develop familiar 
topics.

PROBLEM

SOLUTION

TARGET

Coming up with fresh ideas: One 
of the main problems students have 
is with brainstorming, as they tend 
to get stuck on one idea and lack 
expansion abilities.

Ample warm up activities are 
provided throughout the book, 
which ask students’ opinions and 
urge them to justify their choices.
Brainstorming techniques help 
students examine topics from 
different aspects in order to come up 
with a variety of arguments for their 
letters/essays. 

To accustom students to 
brainstorming techniques by means 
of a wide range of current issues (a 
total of over 60 writing tasks) typically 
featured in the ECCE examination.

PROBLEM

SOLUTION

TARGET

Categorizing of tasks: Based 
on previous writing experience, 
students try to put the writing tasks 
into categories (e.g. ‘suggesting 
solutions’, ‘for and against’), 
disregarding the fact that ECCE 
tasks are combinational and require 
individualized planning.

The focus in this book is on specific 
writing skills (e.g. how to make 
suggestions/give advice) instead of 
categories. Students are encouraged 
to design a unique letter/essay plan 
for each writing task, based on 
the specific requirements of each 
particular topic.

To help students avoid the confusion 
of trying to put the writing tasks into 
categories. To help them cover 
all questions of the writing task, 
no matter what combination is 
required.

PROBLEM

SOLUTION

TARGET

1.  Format: stimulus followed by letter / essay prompts 
 The stimulus is usually an original extract from a newspaper or 

a magazine article.

2.  Guided stimulus and prompts
  Both the stimulus and the prompts have important information 

on how to structure the letter/essay. 

3.  Combinational prompts
  The prompts often ask the student to do two (or more) 

different things, e.g. ‘give your opinion and suggest 
solutions’. These combinations are not fixed - they vary with 
each prompt, so students should be careful in designing 
their writing plan.

4.  Emphasis on content 
  This accounts for the restricted length of the writing 

section (120-180 words) and the time allowed (30'). Official 
benchmark essays show that even basic errors (e.g. 
incomplete conclusions) in structure are not penalized if the 
content compensates for them.

5.  Lower marks for use of formulaic expressions
 There is a clear preference for natural language and 

original thoughts as opposed to formulaic expressions and 
memorized sentences and ideas.

6.  Limited number of arguments
  Examiners expect 1-3 fully developed arguments rather than 

long lists of arguments with minimal development.

ABOUT THIS BOOK
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PROPOSED TEACHING PLAN
Each teacher, student and class has specific needs and the teaching of writing cannot be formulated in the way the teaching 
of other skills can. For this reason, we have not provided a year’s lesson plan for this book. However, here are some general 
suggestions regarding the order of teaching:

1.  Introductory lesson:  Introduction to Letter Writing (recommended before starting the letter writing section of Stage 1)
2.  Stage 1:  Lessons 1-4 (teaching letter writing)
3.  Introductory lesson 2:  Introduction to Essay Writing (recommended before starting the essay writing section of Stage 1)
4.  Stage 1 lessons 5-8  (teaching essay writing)
5.  Stage 2
6.  Stage 3
7.  Stage 4  (Appendix)

Note: The Oral Practice Tests can be used at any time through the course of the year.

We suggest that teachers allocate one teaching period each week to Writing. The a lessons will require more than one teaching 
period, the b lessons less, so each double lesson will be completed in two weeks. The writing task in the b lessons can be 
assigned as homework, after the preparatory exercises have been covered.

HOW “SPEAK YOUR MIND IN WRITING” IS DESIGNED 
A 3-STAGE APPROACH
The primary goal of this book is to help students achieve autonomy in their writing. Given that students have completely 
different needs throughout the school year, and that their skills build up as the year progresses, the book is designed to 
start with simple, heavily guided lessons and gradually lead up to autonomous writing.

STAGE 1 contains:

 8 double lessons (letter/essay) dealing with basic writing 
skills (brainstorming, making suggestions, expressing 
opinion, elaborating on arguments, describing people/
places, paraphrasing, organizing arguments)

 relatively simple letter/essay prompts (dealing with one 
question at a time)

STAGE 2 contains:

 4 double lessons (letter/essay) dealing with more 
demanding writing skills (paraphrasing, paragraph 
organization, thesis statements, topic sentences)

 more complex letter/essay prompts (dealing with more 
than one question)

STAGE 3 contains:

 4 double letter/essay topics with topic analysis questions 
and a lightly guided brainstorming section

EXTRA DOUBLE TOPICS contains:

 15 double letter/essay topics for further practice 

ORAL PRACTICE TESTS

  12 complete Oral Practice Tests in the ECCE exam format

 topic analysis exercises in the form of multiple choice 
questions or limited open-ended questions with prompts

 simple, easy to read, predictable model letters/essays

 writing tips on various aspects of the writing process

 guided practice on how to write separate parts of the letter/
essay (introduction, main body, conclusion) 

 topic analysis exercises in the form of open-ended 
questions without prompts

 more complex, authentic-sounding model letters/essays

 writing tips on various aspects of the writing process

 less guided practice on interpreting prompts and organizing 
letters/essays

 extra discussion points for each letter/essay based on the 
same or a similar topic



6

ΤΟ ΣΥΣΤΗΜΑ ΒΑΘΜΟΛΟΓΗΣΗΣ 
ΤΟΥ ECCE WRITING SECTION

ΠΕΡΙΕΧΟΜΕΝΟ 
& ΑΝΑΠΤΥΞΗ

• Περιεχόμενο εντός 
    θέματος
• Ποιότητα των ιδεών που 
    αναπτύσσουν το θέμα

ΟΡΓΑΝΩΣΗ ΚΑΙ 
ΣΥΝΟΧΗ ΙΔΕΩΝ

• Οργάνωση περιεχομένου
• Πώς χρησιμοποιείται η 
    γλώσσα στη συσχέτιση 
    ιδεών

ΓΛΩΣΣΙΚΟ ΕΥΡΟΣ
& ΕΥΧΕΡΕΙΑ

• Ποικιλία και ακρίβεια 
    γραμματικής και 
    λεξιλογίου

ΕΠΙΚΟΙΝΩΝΙΑΚΟ 
ΑΠΟΤΕΛΕΣΜΑ

• Πόσο επιτυγχάνονται οι 
    στόχοι επικοινωνίας

Α
Ν

Ω
 Τ

Ο
Υ

 Μ
Ε

ΤΡ
ΙΟ

Υ

A

Αναπτύσσει λεπτομερώς 
επιχειρήματα 

με πρωτότυπες 
δευτερεύουσες 
λεπτομέρειες.

Ομαλή, αποτελεσματική 
οργάνωση και σύνδεση 
ιδεών. Χρησιμοποιείται 
αποτελεσματικά εύρος 

συνδέσμων.

Χρησιμοποιείται με 
ακρίβεια μεγάλο 

εύρος γραμματικής και 
λεξιλογίου. Αν υπάρχουν 
λάθη είναι επουσιώδη.

Η κατάλληλη ορολογία,
η επίγνωση του κοινού στο 
οποίο απευθύνεται, και η 

χρήση σωστού γλωσσικού 
περιβάλλοντος ενισχύουν 

πλήρως το επιθυμητό 
αποτέλεσμα στον 

αναγνώστη.

B

Αναπτύσσει πλήρως 
επιχειρήματα με 

κατάλληλες δευτερεύουσες 
λεπτομέρειες.

Σωστή και σαφής 
οργάνωση και 

σύνδεση ιδεών. Οι 
μεταβατικοί σύνδεσμοι 

χρησιμοποιούνται σωστά 
και όχι μηχανικά.

Καλό εύρος γραμματικής 
και λεξιλογίου, ακριβές 

επί το πλείστον, με 
περιστασιακά λάθη.

Η κατάλληλη ορολογία,
η επίγνωση του κοινού 
στο οποίο απευθύνεται 

και η χρήση σωστού 
γλωσσικού περιβάλλοντος 
βοηθούν τον αναγνώστη 
να παρακολουθήσει το 

κείμενο.

Μ
Ε

ΤΡ
ΙΟ

C

Αναπτύσσει επαρκώς 
επιχειρήματα. 

Ενδεχομένως βασίζεται 
στην εκφώνηση για 

περιεχόμενο.

Ιδέες οργανωμένες 
επαρκώς και με σαφήνεια.
Κατάλληλη, αλλά κάπως 
μηχανική χρήση βασικών 

συνδέσμων.

Επαρκές εύρος 
γραμματικής και 

λεξιλογίου. Τα γραμματικά 
και λεξιλογικά λάθη δεν 

εμποδίζουν την κατανόηση 
του κειμένου.

Επαρκής επίγνωση 
του κοινού και του 

σκοπού για τον οποίο 
γράφει  επιτρέπουν 

γενικά στον αναγνώστη 
να παρακολουθήσει το 

κείμενο.

Κ
Α

ΤΩ
 Τ

Ο
Υ

 Μ
Ε

ΤΡ
ΙΟ

Υ

D

Ανεπαρκής ανάπτυξη 
επιχειρημάτων. Το περιε-

χόμενο είναι περιορισμένο 
ή βασίζεται κυρίως στην  

εκφώνηση. Μέρος του ίσως 
είναι εκτός θέματος.

Απλή, στοιχειώδης 
οργάνωση ιδεών. Αν 

και υπάρχουν βασικοί 
σύνδεσμοι, οι ιδέες δεν 

είναι πάντα συνδεδεμένες.

Επιχειρείται η χρήση 
διάφορων δομών, αλλά τα 
γραμματικά και λεξιλογικά 

λάθη είναι συχνά και 
εμποδίζουν την κατανόηση 

από τον αναγνώστη.

Κάποια παρερμηνεία
του κοινού και του σκοπού, 

καθώς και ακατάλληλη 
ορολογία μπορεί να έχουν 
αρνητικό αποτέλεσμα στην 
κατανόηση του κειμένου.

E

Ελάχιστη έως καθόλου 
ανάπτυξη του θέματος. Το 

περιεχόμενο είναι εκτός 
θέματος ή αντιγραφή από 

την εκφώνηση.

Ελάχιστη έως καθόλου 
οργάνωση. Οι σύνδεσμοι  

δε χρησιμοποιούνται πάντα 
σωστά. Ενίοτε δεν υπάρχει 

εμφανής συνοχή.

Κυριαρχούν γραμματικά 
και λεξιλογικά λάθη που 
προκαλούν σημαντική 

σύγχυση.

Δεν έχει επίγνωση 
του κοινού στο οποίο 

απευθύνεται, ούτε σκοπό 
για τον οποίο γράφει.

Βαθμολογικά Κριτήρια για το Writing Section του ECCE

ΠΡΟΣΟΧΗ!

Από τα σχόλια των βαθμολογητών σε προηγούμενες εξετάσεις προκύπτει ότι αξιολογούνται: 

ΘΕΤΙΚΑ:  η πρωτοτυπία, η οργάνωση, το σωστό περιεχόμενο και η ακρίβεια. 

ΑΡΝΗΤΙΚΑ:  η χρήση τυποποιημένων προτάσεων, η αντιγραφή κατά λέξη αποσπασμάτων από την εκφώνηση και τα 

βασικά λάθη.
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Introduction

EXERCISE: Look at the essay prompt below and the appropriate introduction. Answer the questions, and write a 
similar introduction for the second prompt given.

A. Look at the essay topic, answer the questions and 
 find the color for each answer. 

1.  What is the situation described?   

2.  What is/are the question(s) that need to be answered?

3.  What does the topic specifically ask you to do?

B. Look at the introduction, answer the questions and  
 find the color for each answer.

1.  Which part paraphrases the situation (describes it using 

     different words)?   

2.  What is your thesis statement (your answer to the 

 questions)?   

ΠΡΙΝ ΞΕΚΙΝΗΣΕΙΣ 

 Διάβασε το θέμα 2-3 φορές, μέχρι να το καταλάβεις 

απόλυτα.

 Εντόπισε ποια είναι τα ερωτήματα που πρέπει να 

απαντηθούν και υπογράμμισέ τα.  

 Βρες και υπογράμμισε τις οδηγίες που σου δείχνουν 

τι πρέπει να περιέχει η έκθεσή σου. (π.χ. give 

reasons / examples, make specific references to ...)

Αν ακολουθήσεις αυτά τα βήματα, έχεις κάνει μια

πολύ καλή αρχή για μια σωστή έκθεση.

EXERCISE: Look at the essay prompt below and follow 
the steps discussed to analyze it.

Many cosmetics companies advertise their ‘against 

animal testing’ policy. Should animal testing be allowed? 

Discuss this issue using specific examples to illustrate 

and support your view.

Underline the relevant information.

1. What is/are the main question(s) that need(s) to be answered?

   

2. The prompt asks you to: 

  

ΤΙ ΠΕΡΙΕΧΕΙ ΜΙΑ ΣΩΣΤΗ ΕΚΘΕΣΗ; 

1. ΕΙΣΑΓΩΓΗ (INTRODUCTION): 
 Σκοπό έχει να καταλάβει ο αναγνώστης ποιο θα είναι το περιεχόμενο της έκθεσης.

  Μια καλή εισαγωγή αποτελείται από δύο μέρη: 

  1.  κάποιο γενικό σχόλιο για το θέμα που θα προσελκύσει το ενδιαφέρον του 

   αναγνώστη (paraphrase the issue described in the topic)

  2.  τη θέση που παίρνεις στο ερώτημα / ζήτημα του θέματος (prompt) (thesis statement)

   (MHN αναλύεις την άποψή σου με παραδείγματα ακόμη - απλά πες σύντομα και 

   ξεκάθαρα τι πιστεύεις)

  Θυμήσου ότι πρέπει η εισαγωγή να απαντάει όλα τα ερωτήματα του θέματος για να είναι σωστή

   (μελέτησε την άσκηση που ακολουθεί)

Writing Tips:
MHN αντιγράφεις το θέμα στην εισαγωγή. Προσπάθησε να χρησιμο-ποιήσεις όσο το δυνατόν δικά σου λόγια.

ESSAY PROMPT: APPROPRIATE INTRODUCTION:

Consumer organizations frequently warn the public against 

misleading advertisements. It seems that unsuspecting 

consumers often fall prey to promises advertisements fail 

to deliver. Do you think advertising should be controlled? 

What measures can be taken to protect consumers? 

Discuss your opinions supporting them with examples.

Advertisements are a great way to be informed about 

new products on the market. In their attempt to convince 

customers to buy the product, however, advertisements 

often exaggerate their claims, tricking consumers into 

buying ‘miracle’ items which will ‘change their lives’. I believe 

that false advertising should be stopped and that there are 

several things which can be done to control it.

to  ESSAY  Writing

whether animal testing should be allowed

   discuss the issue and 

support your opinion with examples
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STAGES 1 - 3



20

STAGE 1

DEVELOPING BETTER HABITS 
FOR BETTER HEALTH

According to experts, today’s youth lead very 
unhealthy lifestyles. They eat far too much processed 
food and sugar and generally do not get enough 
exercise. This means that young people end up facing 
serious problems concerning their health and fitness. 
“Feeling Fine” magazine wants to know what readers 
think can be done about this situation.

WARM UP: Questionnaire: How fit are you?

1. How many times a week do you eat fresh salad or vegetables?
 a. more than 3 b. 2-3 c. 0-1

2. How often do you eat red meat?
 a. once a week or less b. twice a week c. every day

3. How many chocolate bars or sweets do you eat a week?
 a. hardly any  b. 1 or 2 c. 1 a day

4. How many meals do you have a day?
 a. 3  b. 2 c. 1

5. How many times a week do you exercise?
 a. at least 3 b. once or twice c. hardly ever

6. What do you prefer doing with your friends?
 a. jogging  b. going to  c. sitting in
        in the park     the cinema     a café

Give yourself for 
each answer. 
a = 10 points 
b = 5 points 
c = 0 points

Results:  
0 - 10: Change your 
lifestyle or you’re in 
trouble!
15 - 40: You’re OK at 
the moment, but you 
need to make more 
effort.
45 - 60: Wow! You’re 
in perfect form!

1. Who is the letter to?

 a. Experts on young people today 

 b. Young people who want to improve 
  their lifestyle

 c. Teenagers who want to start 
  a new hobby

2. Tick the points which answer the letter prompt.

 a. Today’s children do not eat properly. 

 b. It would be a good idea for you to exercise more often. 

 c. Make an effort not to eat between meals. 

 d. Parents can encourage their children to eat better. 

 e. Keep in mind that home cooking is better than junk food. 

 f. Young people often think exercise is boring. 

Answer these questions as honestly as possible.

TOPIC ANALYSIS

LETTER

Is there any advice you could offer the young readers 

of “Feeling Fine” to help them get into better shape? 

Support your answer with specific examples. Start 

your letter “Dear Fellow Readers, ...”

Lesson  1a Better health & physical fitness

WRITING TASK

LETTER

P
P

P
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Dear Fellow Readers,

I read the article about habits and health in last month's issue and I am writing 

to make some suggestions about how you can improve your 1.  

. I believe that combining 2.  with 

regular exercise is the key to improving your lifestyle.

To begin with, think more about what you eat every day. In other words, you 

should try to 3.
, including plenty of fresh fruit and 

salads or vegetables. You could also cut down on the junk food you eat. For example, 

4.  a glass of milk or fruit juice instead of 

sodas, and home-cooked meals instead of hamburgers. As a result, you will soon 

5. . 

In addition, exercise plays a vital role in 6.  

and healthy. If you really want to feel and look good, you should work out 

regularly. You could 7.  with your friends, 

for instance, or 8.  if you prefer. There are 

9.  for you to choose from. Whatever you do, you will be 

delighted with the results since you will find yourself in top form in no time.

If you 10. , I am sure you will not regret it. 

With these small steps, you will not only 11.  and 

happier, but 12. , too. 

Good luck!

Yours,

Verity Cooper

1. Why has Verity written this letter?

 a. To tell readers about her healthy lifestyle 

 b. To explain the advantages and disadvantages 
  of regular exercise

 c. To give readers some advice about improving 
  their lifestyle

2. Match each paragraph with its purpose.

 Paragraph 1 a. Suggestions about diet

 Paragraph 2 b. Reason for writing

 Paragraph 3 c. Writer’s expectations

 Paragraph 4 d. Suggestions about exercise

a. go jogging with your friends 

b. try to adopt a healthier diet 

c. you could also cut down on junk food 

d. you will find yourself in top form 

e. join a gym 

f. you should work out regularly 

g. you will feel more energetic 

h. try having milk instead of sodas 

3. Mark the phrases with S (suggestion), E (example) or R (result) according to their use in the above letter.

MODEL LETTER  Read the letter and write the phrases in the gaps.

Numbers 1-5

feel more energetic 

a balanced diet

try having

adopt a healthier diet

health and fitness

Numbers 6-12

go jogging

look better

follow my advice

join a gym

plenty of options

keeping fit

feel healthier

                   health and 

   fitness                                                         a balanced diet

           adopt a healthier diet

 try having

       

     feel more energetic

                      keeping fit

    go jogging / join a gym

                                      go jogging / join a gym   

            plenty of options

  follow my advice            

                   feel healthier

                                look better

E

S

S

R

E

S

R

E
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1. Find phrases from the letter that mean:

1. is the solution to (paragraph 1) 

2. reduce (para. 2) 

3. is very important  (para. 3) 

4. get frequent exercise (para. 3) 

5. extremely happy about what happens (para. 3) 

6. in excellent physical condition (para. 3) 

7. you won’t be sorry (para. 4) 

2a. DERIVATIVES - Fill in the chart. 

NOUN VERB ADJECTIVE NEGATIVE

-- unhealthy

preference --

energize --

-- unfit

advisable

 1. If you want to lose weight, I would  you to join 

  a gym as soon as possible.

 2. If you get some exercise, you will soon feel more .

 3. Unfortunately, today’s youth lead very  lifestyles.

 4. Simon needs to exercise more as he is quite .

 5. Eating homemade food is  to eating fast food.

VOCABULARY

2b. Fill in the gaps with the correct word from the chart above. 

3. Fill in columns A1 and B1 with the words from columns A2 and B2 respectively to form collocations.

A1 A2

temptation

lifestyle

condition

problems

food 

B1 B2

exercise

good

food

weight

a gym

healthy 

homemade 

resist 

physical 

face 

join 

regular 

processed 

feel 

lose 

is the key to

cut down on

plays a vital role

work out regularly

delighted with the results

in top form 

you will not regret it

 health  healthy

  prefer preferable

 energy  energetic/energizing

 fitness  fit

 advice advise  inadvisable

     advise

                 energetic

             unhealthy

           unfit

     preferable

lifestyle

        food

temptation

   condition

problems

a gym

    exercise

          food

good

weight
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Writing Tips:
When you make a suggestion or give a piece of advice, you should always follow it up with supporting sentences, i.e.  explanations, examples, and/or expected results.

(see useful linking phrases p. 18)

Give the same piece of advice in different ways using the prompt words given.

Make suggestions for the following situation supporting it with explanations 
or examples and results. Use appropriate linking phrases and the words 
given to help you.

MAKING SUGGESTIONS

EXTRA PRACTICE for making suggestions

2. 14-year-old Tom is overweight and gets out of breath easily. What would you  
 advise him to do?

Suggestion: 

Explanation / Example: 

Expected result: 

1. Your elder sister works long hours and only has time for junk food. Write a  
 paragraph telling her how to eat more healthily.

Suggestion: (if I - get - healthy food - ready - night before - take - work)

Explanation / Example: (could - sandwich - tomatoes/cheese - salad - lunch box)

Expected result: (be eating - better food - same time - more productive - work)

WRITE YOUR OWN 
LETTER ON THE SAME 

TOPIC (OPTIONAL)

 You should exercise more.      e.g. had better: You had better exercise more.

1. It - better - if: 

2. You - better off +ing: 

3. If - I - you - I:  

4. Why - not - you try:  

5. What about:  

6. I suggest:  

INTRODUCTION 

2-3 sentences:

• who is writing, what about 

and/or why

• thesis statement (writer’s 

general opinion)

MAIN BODY

• 1st paragraph 

 First suggestion 

 (+ explanation and/or 

 example and/or result)

• 2nd paragraph

 Second suggestion 

 (+ explanation and/or 

 example and/or result)

•  3rd paragraph (optional)

 Third suggestion 

 (+ explanation and/or 

 example and/or result)

CONCLUSION
Summary + expected results

Now, repeat the exercise for the following situation using your own ideas.

* Indicative sentences - Students provide their own answers.

       It would be better if you exercised more.

   You would be better off exercising more.

      If I were you, I would exercise more.

 Why don’t you try exercising more?

    What about exercising more?

I suggest (that) you (should) exercise more. 

      Why don’t you try avoiding fattening food and following a healthier 

diet?

          For instance, you could replace junk food with home-

cooked meals and consume more fruit and vegetables.*

   In this way, not only will you lose weight but you will also 

become fitter and feel healthier. *

If I were you, I would get some healthy food ready the night before and take it to 

work with me.

For example, you could make a sandwich with some tomatoes and cheese and/

or a salad and put it/them in a lunch box.   

As a result, you would/will be eating much better food and at the same time you 

would/will be more productive at work. 
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Dear Deborah,

My name is Betty and I’m thirteen. My problem is that I don’t like the way I look. Although my friends tell me I am 

pretty, I don’t like my body, my face, or even my hair. All of my friends are really good-looking and confident and this 

makes me feel ashamed of myself. I don’t want to join them out because I don’t want to be compared to them. Even 

boys prefer my friends to me. What would you advise me to do?

Task 1: Letter 

Deborah has asked the readers of her column to respond to Betty and give her some advice about her problem. Write 

a letter suggesting ways for her to accept herself as she is and increase her confidence. What will the effects of your 

suggestions be? Start your letter with “Dear Betty, ...”

Task 2: Essay

What is the most important attribute for people to succeed in life, an attractive appearance, a good sense of humor 

or a sharp mind? Support your opinion with reasons and appropriate examples.

1.

DEBORAH’S ADVICE COLUMN

2.
Now that many households are facing financial problems, there are more and more married couples choosing to 

share their home with their parents. However, sharing a house is not always easy for people of different ages and 

needs. The editor of ‘New York Today’ wants to know his readers’ opinions on this recent trend.

Task 1: Letter 

Do you think it is possible for extended families to share the same house in harmony? What are the benefits of living 

under the same roof with people of different generations? What problems may arise? Write a letter to the Editor 

expressing your views. Provide specific reasons and examples to support your arguments. Start your letter with 

“Dear Editor, ...”

Task 2: Essay

Teenagers claim that it is difficult for their parents to understand them because of the generation gap. Do you agree? 

What are some of the problems arising between two different generations, and what are some possible ways of 

overcoming them? Discuss your opinion supporting it with examples.  

EXTENDED FAMILIES

3.
Yesterday afternoon a group of animal rights activists protested outside a leather goods shop by preventing its 

customers from entering. They claimed that killing animals for aesthetic purposes is unethical. This initiative caused 

a disturbance to the public. Customers complained that it is their right to buy whatever they want, while the shop 

owner was frustrated by the negative publicity the shop received. The editor of the ‘Detroit News’ wants to know how 

its readers feel about this issue.

Task 1: Letter 

You read the above extract in the ‘Detroit News’ and have decided to respond. Do you agree with the initiative taken 

by the animal rights activists? If so, why? If not, why not? Write a letter explaining your views and giving specific 

examples. Start your letter with “Dear Editor, ...”

Task 2: Essay

Many people enjoy the luxury of wearing leather clothes or furs. Do you think this is right? If so, why? If not, why not?  

Provide reasons and examples to support your opinion. 

ANIMAL RIGHTS ACTIVISTS
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The oral exam lasts about 10-15’. The students are examined one at a time. The examination is divided into four  

stages. 

Stage 1: The examiner asks the candidate various personal questions to break the ice. These might include 

the candidate’s work, studies, family or interests. Candidates should avoid short answers, as 

they are expected to expand on their initial response. Candidates are also advised against giving 

answers they might have prepared beforehand. 

Stages 2-3: The candidates are presented with a set of two or three pictures and a hypothetical situation/

problem. They are expected to ask the examiner questions in order to obtain information that will 

help them reach a decision or find a solution to the problem. They should justify their choices and 

decisions based on the answers they receive from the examiner, not their own personal opinion.

Stage 4: The candidates are expected to elaborate on further questions, usually related to the topic presented 

in the photographs.

FAMILY
 Are you an only child? If so, how do you feel about it?

 Have you got any siblings? If so, are they older/younger 

than you?

 How do you get on with your sister(s)/brother(s)?

 How do you get along with your parents? 

 What do you like best about your sister/brother?

 What is your mother’s/father’s job?

INTERESTS
 What is your favorite pastime/freetime activity?

 What are your hobbies?

 How do you usually spend your free time?

 Do you do any sports?

 Do you prefer team or individual sports?

 Do you like going to the movies? What kind of films do 

you prefer?

 Do you like watching TV?

 Do you enjoy listening to music? What kind of music do 

you prefer?

 Who is your favorite actor/actress/singer?

 Which is your favorite band?

 Where will you spend your summer/Christmas holidays?

 Have you ever been abroad? Where?

 Which country would you like to visit?

 Do you like reading books/magazines?  What is your 

favorite? Which book have you read recently?

HOME TOWN / VILLAGE
 Where are you from?

 Describe the place where you live.

 Do you like living in ...?

 Is it better to live in a village or in a big city? Why?

 What are the three things you wish to change in your 

   town/neighborhood?

 What are the disadvantages of living in (your town)?

 Are there any facilities in (your town)? What are they?

 Have you ever considered living abroad? Where? Why?

 Where could I spend an evening out in your town?

STUDIES
 What is your favorite/worst school subject?

 Are you usually on time/punctual?

 What is your future ambition?

 What do you want to do when you grow up?

 Would you like to do your father’s/mother’s job?

 Is learning English important (for your future career)? 

Why?

 Can you speak any other languages?

 What qualifications will you need for your future career?

STAGE 1:  Personal Questions

Oral Practice Tests
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1. Help solve a problem 
Situation: 
I am your friend and I have a problem. Try to find out what the problem 
is and offer me some good advice.

Your Task: Look at the pictures and ask:
 who the person is
 what the problem is
 what the possible solutions are

When you have all the information you need, explain to the examiner 
which solution you would suggest and why. Be ready to explain why you 
didn’t choose the other solution. 

Remember
Use the information you learn from asking the examiner questions to 
explain your ideas.

2. Competitions 
Situation: 
My eldest son has won a competition, but there is a problem. He doesn’t 
like the award. My younger son thinks it’s great. What should I do?

Your Task: Look at the pictures and ask:
 what the award is and why the eldest son doesn’t like it
 why the youngest son likes the award
 what the possible solutions are

When you have all the information you need, explain to the examiner
which solution you would choose and why. Be ready to explain why you
didn’t choose the other solution. 

Remember
Use the information you learn from asking the examiner questions to 
explain your final choice.

3. Working mother 
Situation: 
I have recently had a baby and I don’t know if I should go back to work 
or stay at home to raise my baby. What would you advise me to do?

Your Task: Look at the pictures and ask:
 what the advantages and disadvantages of going back to work are
 what the advantages and disadvantages of staying at home are
 what the options are for someone else to care for the baby

When you have all the information you need, explain to the examiner
which option you would choose and why. Be ready to explain why you
didn’t choose the other option. 

Remember
Use the information you learn from asking the examiner questions to 
explain your final choice.


