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I took this pic on my daily walk in our Botanical Gardens, and thought again what a great legacy 

our town's founders left us. I was so grateful to be surrounded by such peace and beauty.               

And  especially now during days like these. I returned home greatly refreshed - and celebrated by 

baking a batch of Anzac bickies  ... as ya do!  Anyway,  just thought I'd share it.      

             U3A Member, Babs McMillan 

Inside this Issue 

President’s Report; ‘U3A Online’ Courses; Victorian    

Seniors Festival  Reimagined;  Volunteering 2021  

 

Class Reports:  Australian History, Issues of Concern,     

Social Dog Walking, Italian 1, Safe Climate Strong Com-

munity, Circle Dancing, Digital Photography, Introduc-

tion to Modern Painting, Latrobe Lectures in Semester 2. 

 

Remembering Geoff Walker;  Modern Painting in Lock-

down; On Kindness; Building Online Communities 

                                                        

       And  more... 

So many coronavirus jokes out there—it’s an 

absolute pundemic. So here’s one more.                                  

“There will be a  baby boom in 9 months and 

2033 will see the rise of the quaranteens.” 

mailto:u3acastlmainnews@gmail.com
http://www.u3acastlemaine.com
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 From the President 

Another month has passed since my last report. We are still not anything like fully        

operational due to the continuing pandemic. This is a situation that remains the key   

focus for the committee. 

Very recently, we decided to promote the possibility that some outdoor activities might 

restart with meetings of 10 or fewer participants. While some enquiries are    being 

made, so far this has not resulted in a substantial change to the suspension of activities. It is hearten-

ing that more than a few activities are happening online or by other distance friendly means, but this 

does not suit every activity or leader. This will also be true while restrictions   remain at any level. 

There has been an announcement from the Victorian government that restrictions will ease further 

from the beginning of June. The committee will examine this announcement and see how we can 

use this change to do what we all enjoy – arranging healthy and educational activities. 

Even when activities recommence, I expect that some members will immediately become active 

again and others will hesitate due to ongoing risks. In some cases these risks are personal and caused 

by some condition or circumstance that creates a vulnerability. In other cases, there may be a      

perception of ongoing more general risk. All these concerns are legitimate. It is important that all 

members respect each other’s views and allow for different levels of willingness to re-engage.  

In all our activities, we facilitate opportunities to be active and members need to consider and      

accept the risks associated with the activities and match their activities to their capacities and      

appetite for risk. We take care to manage risk to a reasonable level, but cannot manage the              

individual circumstances of each member. Some of you will accept greater levels of risk than others. 

We respect all these decisions, whether you are a participant or a leader. 

We look forward to helping each of you enjoy your chosen activities as early as restrictions permit. 

                        Trevor Lloyd 

 

 

This has nothing to do with U3A Castlemaine and there is a fee involved. Anyone can join up as a 

member for $30 and study as many courses as they like for the next 12 months. Here is the link to see 

courses that are available: Courses . One is with a leader and all the others provide course notes. 

A U3A can join as an Organisational Member and pay per course to use with members who then do 

not have to become individual members. For U3A Castlemaine to do this we would need to gauge if 

there is enough interest from members to undertake these courses and in particular which ones. 

If you are interested in any of these courses contact Keith: u3acm.courses@gmail.com   

The Vic Government has launched ‘Victorian Seniors Festival Reimagined’, a six 

month long digital version of the state’s (originally month-long) Seniors Festival. 

For information about virtual events and activities, visit:                                                

seniorsonline.vic.gov.au/festivalsandawards 

Semester Two Lectures at La Trobe University—During the first half of the year, U3A members who 

were attending lectures at La Trobe University in Bendigo were given access to the lectures and      

discussions when they went online only. It is likely that when semester two starts in July, teaching will 

continue to be online, but it is not yet confirmed that our members will have the same access. 

If you are interested in sitting in on a lecture series in semester two, please let me know so that I can 

keep you updated when we find out in the next few weeks what La Trobe can offer us. 

                               Bridget Leach, 0434 971451 or email bridgetleach@live.co.uk 

https://www.u3aonline.org.au/content/our-courses
mailto:u3acm.courses@gmail.com
https://edm.crikey.com.au/e/272522/festivalsandawards/6gf1z2/610308903?h=V5BDt2N31UFJ7ihhIhAa0BUM6QAxE9ThKsIauHmdUhQ
http://www.seniorsonline.vic.gov.au/festivalsandawards
mailto:bridgetleach@live.co.uk
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Beware cyber threats and scams 

Unfortunately, Covid 19 related cyber threats and scams are around. These can come in the form of 

emails, Internet, text messages, mail and phone calls. Some claim to be government agencies and 

can be quite convincing and scams can look like proper websites.  Please remain aware and do 

not give information or payments. 

For more information: https://www.scamwatch.gov.au/ 

Equip4Life have conducted 

State Government funded 

health courses at many U3As 

over the last few years. In 

light of the COVID-19       

Government restrictions, this 

free State Government    

program is now available for 

any U3A member right from 

their own home, with the 

choice of phone (individual) 

or online webinar (group) 

delivery options.                            

This evidence-based pro-

gram has seminars that    

cover topics aimed to help     

improve health conditions.     

On Kindness 

This excerpt written by Patricia Cameron-Hill is about kindness. It is taken from Cameron-Hill and Yates, 

Friday Funnies. 

 “…  two of our neighbour’s goats came into our garden and ate all the roses. I ran outside, 

chased them down the drive and ‘Cooeed’ the owner. I then explained to him that we like goats but 

not when they eat our roses, and this time they had finished them off. His reply was the same as it has 

been before: ‘just send a bill’, and walked away. 

 To recover my kindly mood for writing, I opened Stephanie Dowrick’s brilliant book ‘Everyday 

Kindness.’ There on the flyleaf I had written at some time: ‘Rule No 1: Forgive unkindness from others!’ 

 Perhaps the goats were a reminder not to get too preachy about kindness, when, without warn-

ing we can be a target of unkindness. We have seen proof of this in the compelling news stories of  

inconsiderate behaviour during this pandemic. In contrast, we have been inspired by stories of kind-

ness that have served to counter our fears and restore our faith in humankind. 

 These strange and difficult times give us the chance to rediscover the importance of kindness. 

Most of us are capable of being kind but we may need to refine our talents for doing so. Some acts of 

kindness are straightforward, while others require some imagination to be able to put ourselves in 

someone else’s shoes. 

 Kindness shows an awareness that other people matter. A kind word or gesture, or a small ex-

pression of consideration, can be transformative – and not just for the recipient. Stepping out of our-

selves to show concern for others can protect us against self-pity and helplessness that may otherwise 

sap our strength and much needed energy. 

 Another benefit is that every time we are kind our brain triggers the release of oxytocin, known as 

the ‘love hormone’ which promotes connection and emotional bonding. Oxytocin can also lift our 

mood, improve our health (especially heart health) and boost our immune system – a natural defence 

against all viruses including COVID-19. 

 Kindness can make a difference to all aspects of our lives. Under normal circumstances we may 

not think too much about it in the home, but this pandemic has changed everything. Suddenly we 

find ourselves sharing confined spaces, doing different things and being more aware of each other’s      

behaviour – good and bad. We are bound to find ways to reduce friction and promote harmony.  

Perhaps kindness can help.” 

https://www.scamwatch.gov.au/
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          Remembering Geoff Walker (1930-2020) by Barbara Bunton and Beth Walker  

It was just prior to Easter when news filtered through to us here at Castlemaine U3A that 

long-time member Geoff Walker had passed away in April, just shy of his 90th birthday. 

We had not known exactly where he and wife Beth had moved to, Rochester or   

Echuca, after selling up here, so knowing how very much they were involved with their 

church, that was my first thought in finding where Geoff and Beth had made their new 

home.  The biggest difficulty of course, being Eastertime, and  restrictions on personnel 

being available to answer phones due to the Covid-19 virus, everything had closed 

up.  After leaving messages on answering machines in various offices, eventually there was a reply 

from Rev. Michelle Lee in Echuca who kindly confirmed Geoff’s passing and details of where I might 

contact Beth. And so after a lovely long chat with Beth one afternoon, here are her thoughts and  

memories of her husband of 20 or so years, Geoff Walker, who she misses greatly. 

 Geoff had passed two university degrees in one year, and had been a history teacher at Scotch 

College in Hawthorn, Melbourne, where he loved nothing better than to be as helpful and involved as 

was possible to be, often bringing his classes of small boys on excursions up here to Castlemaine, 

teaching them about the days of the gold mining and the history of this historic area. During that time, 

after meeting and marrying Beth, Geoff retired from teaching and he and Beth decided to move up 

to Castlemaine, an area he had come to love, and where they both quickly    became involved with 

many varied pursuits and activities, such as Scottish dancing, U3A, the Presbyterian Church, the     

Monster Meeting of Chewton, and the local RSL, to name just a few.  He also joined the U3A choir for a 

short time before health problems got in the way of that.  They both enjoyed their garden, Geoff with 

the fruit trees and vegetables out the back of the house and Beth with the flowers at the front.  What-

ever each was involved with, they always worked together and got on so well  together.  He was a 

very kind man and cared for her carefully as her eyesight began to fail. 

 Anzac Day commemorations were very different this year due to the social distancing safety 

measures brought about from the fear of coming into contact with the virus, but Beth remembered 

with pride the time she and Geoff visited Villers-Bretonneux in Northern France.  They each found their 

father’s name on a memorial board there.  Geoff’s dad had been gassed during the fighting in WW1 

and Beth’s dad taken prisoner.   They were able to visit the school there that had been rebuilt with 

money raised by Australian school-children, and when it was known that they were visiting Australians, 

children came running to meet them, asking to have their names written on their hands.  Geoff was 

asked on many occasions to give talks to Castlemaine’s RSL meetings. As a member of our U3A Geoff 

became course leader of the long standing Australian History class, held in their home for many years, 

with interesting topics and lively discussions before ending each session with one of Beth’s scrumptious 

afternoon teas, until it became apparent that Geoff’s health was deteriorating.  So they agreed that it 

was time to sell up and move closer to family, finally settling in Echuca.    

 Geoff became our U3A’s representative at U3A Network Victoria for some years, travelling down 

to Melbourne every month by train.  I remember he gave his report at one particular coffee morning 

that our U3A (at that time) was one of the biggest outside Melbourne and that our newsletter was  

considered one of the best they had seen. He really enjoyed his time at Castlemaine’s U3A, in all the 

several capacities that he was involved with, being made a Life Member, and he loved Castlemaine, 

though there were times that he felt compelled to join different protests, such as the Victorian Railways 

decision to replace the double tracks and go to single track in some places on the route down to   

Melbourne from Swan Hill. 

 It was most distressing for Beth that there could be so few people to mourn her husband at his  

funeral because of the restricted number of people at any gathering during these unprecedented 

times, but the staff at the Aged Care Facility where they had made their home, was very compassion-

ate and caring of her.  Vale Geoff .                                                      
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Remembering those ‘good’ old days 

Buying cigarettes in hospital in the 50s 

Children not doing this

Ironing everything 

Twice daily mail deliveries 

Plain lamb 

chop & 3 

veggies 

most days 

Building online communities    by Terry Murphy 

We humans are social and visual creatures. Taking away those elements creates a void that many of 

us struggle to come to terms with. 

Fifteen years ago I was undertaking a Master of Arts degree in Virtual Communication. This was bleed-

ing edge stuff at the time and it really hasn’t been until this pandemic that the world in general has 

widely and fully embraced the virtual world as more than an occasional curiosity or a recreation. 

Perhaps the most difficult task in virtual communication is building an online community — that is, a 

group of people with some defined common interest who interact with each other primarily through 

the internet. That covers everything from an informal email group right through to video conferencing. 

It’s easy to announce an online community, but the difficult part is to get others to buy in.  

People who aren’t apparently reticent about contributing in a face-to-face group are often unwilling 

to make a contribution to an online discussion, for all sorts of reasons. 

If you’ve drawn the short straw and are trying to continue a U3A class in some sort of online format, be 

prepared for mixed results. If your group is humming along, that’s fantastic, but the experience of 

people starting online groups is that it takes time — often a lot of time.  

The crucial element is building a critical mass of regular participants to sustain a varied ‘conversation’. 

In open groups with a large potential audience, critical mass is tough but achievable. For a closed 

group, like a U3A Castlemaine class, it can be a much tougher proposition to achieve a vibrant online 

community. 

Some crucial questions: 

 What platform should you use? 

 What platforms do your intended audience feel familiar with? Using an unfamiliar platform ramps 

up the difficulty. 

 Will the group be closed or open, limits on numbers, ‘members’ only? 

 Topics? Who can start a topic? Any limits? Any boundaries? 

 Moderation: Who will police behaviour, keep discussions civil, etc.? ‘Safety’ is a key consideration, 

especially for those less familiar with ‘the internet’. 
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Thankyou to Brier  

Brier Johnson, the wonderful person who organ-

ised all the material going onto our U3A C’maine 

website (and other related tasks) has now retired 

from that position.  We thank you Brier for your 

contribution—very much appreciated indeed. 

Very Thought Provoking by Anet McDonald 

Here ‘tis a little something that was sent to me from another volunteer organisation that I work for. 

Ever since the pandemic started, they have sent out emails of care and encouragement to help us 

through this time with information, links and phone numbers for assistance, and best of all – some    

articles, links and ideas to lift our spirits. 

I really appreciated this, as I live alone with no family support, and I found it quite confusing and scary 

when it started – it just seemed so unreal – how could this be happening? 

But here we are – and I’m learning to adjust and cope with the way things are.  

Now ... they sent me this ... a very thought provoking article: https://youtu.be/uMiUrdEYpxk  

As the story unfolded ... it held me spell bound ... and it touched my heart as it spoke of things that 

resonated with my own thoughts. 

I hope you find it inspiring, as I did – with the hope of a better world to come.  

A Winter Garden 

Enjoying outside spaces such as 

gardens, parks and other areas, 

have become an important part 

of many members’ lives during this 

restrictive time. Winter gardens 

have a beauty of their own so if 

you have a photo of your garden 

in winter to share, please do send 

it in for the July newsletter for us all 

to enjoy. 

These are two shots from my     

garden (sorry, no flowers around) 

but I know you could do much 

better. So get out your camera or 

phone and shoot away.   

   Monique Thomson 

Volunteering 2021 

Over time as we continue to prepare for a  return 

to a more normal life we would do well to remem-

ber the role of volunteers in our community. And 

this includes our Castlemaine U3A which as you 

know relies exclusively on volunteers to run our 

wonderful courses and for our organisation to 

function in all other aspects. 

So when preparing for a return to more usual     

activities please don’t forget about volunteering. 

The 2020 AGM is scheduled for October; at this 

stage we do not know what the government rules 

will be, but in any case we will require members to 

step up to take on positions with the Committee 

and to assist in other roles.  Please do consider 

how you can help. 

National Volunteer Week which occurred in May 

was a reminder of how important volunteers are 

to our community and to our U3A. As stated  

above, volunteers change communities and lives. 

https://youtu.be/uMiUrdEYpxk
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Australian History by a class member 

Our group continues with fortnightly Australian history presentations by members via email. Three May 

topics were about a 14 year old French cabin boy who in 1858 became a castaway, the Spanish Flu 

which came to Maldon in 1919, and a discussion piece about Journalism. 

Castaway: Narcisse Pelletier on board the trader, Saint-Paul became a castaway after 

the ship was wrecked off New Guinea in 1858. With other survivors, he scrambled aboard 

a longboat and crossed the Coral Sea to far north Queensland. He was eventually taken 

in by an  aboriginal clan who accepted him as a full member, giving him the name 

‘Amglo’ and  with two wives and two children, he lived a contented life for 17 years. 

Meanwhile, at that time aboriginal people were mercilessly being slaughtered by gold 

seekers who armed with guns would readily open fire. In 1875 a pearler ship sailed off the coast of 

Cape York and noticed a white man amongst a group of aborigines. They enticed him on board, 

overpowered him, and took him back to France where he was reunited with his family. Amglo be-

came a reclusive lighthouse keeper and apparently never stopped thinking about his family back in 

Australia before   dying in 1894. 

Pandemic Comes to Maldon: Spanish Flu arrived in Australia in January1919.  

In Maldon, the pandemic initially had little effect as entertainments were shut 

down, but then in March pictures shows and other entrainments resumed. At 

the time a large number of troops were returning home from the Great War 

and after reports of local servicemen returning, small events to welcome them home were planned. In 

April during the Easter Fair, many ‘comebackers’ descended upon the town. Soon one ‘comebacker’ 

and several locals were admitted to Maldon Hospital, and then in early May the first 1919 flu pandem-

ic victim died at the hospital. 

Journalism: The writer of this presentation was interested to explore the motives 

behind news items and how these can influence the truth. For example news 

may be based on sensationalism and embellished to capture viewers’ attention. 

Or it may be based on what is desired for the public to believe, or not in the 

case of ‘it not being in the public’s best interest’. The bombing of Darwin in WW2 

is an example of news being withheld. Other examples included news on 

‘asbestos’, ‘the aboriginal question’  regarding the continent’s first inhabitants, and people having to 

deal with horrific situations and how that can affect journalists who interview them. 

Issues of Concern - during COVID 19 lockdown, by Carol Dorman, Class Leader 

Some Issues of Concern members are using a ProBoards Forum to communicate. Using the forum     

involves registering with a username and password that is used to log in and participate. Users type 

their comments and opinions into a field and click to post their contribution. Other users can then     

respond to that comment or opinion when and if they choose.  The forum has a moderator who   

monitors that the forum is being used legally and respectfully.  

By class member, Lynne Fairservice. “I enjoy using the forum to keep in touch with Issues members. Us-

ing a forum enables thinking time before responding to other users. Chat rooms, on the other hand, 

mostly require an immediate reply which can lead to all sorts of rubbish being posted.  ‘The Issues of 

Concern class has a bulletin board on a ProBoards Forum website, which is available from any web 

browser. I can post news items, information and opinions and ask questions in much the same way as I 

would in class. It’s easy to use once it’s set up. I keep a tab open on my website browser (safari) on my 

iPad and refresh it every now and again when I want to see if there is any response or new                 

information. Dead easy. But sadly I don’t get the immediate feedback from other class members as I 

do in person.”     
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My Name is: Toby, but I’m sometimes called cmontobyquicksticks. 

My Breed: Shih Tzu cross.  I’m not sure what is crossed as I am quite long and 

short and my front feet turn out.  So maybe there is some Dachshund in my 

ancestry. 

My human minder’s name is: Jenny.  Sometimes Jonty and Rebecca and   

Sebastian look after me. 

My minder’s good characteristics are: She gives me good food and takes me for walks. 

My minder’s annoying characteristics are: She doesn’t like me having an extra wander at the end of a walk so 

when I get back late she ties me up to the veranda post for a while. 

My favourite treat is: Walks. Sitting watching TV next to my human on the settee, with Polly.  My favourite place is: 

I don’t have one. 

I love: Food, Polly, and rubbing delicious smells round my neck, especially fox. Because: It gives me camouflage.  

I dislike: Being tied up at the veranda post. Because: I’m not given a blanket and it is lonely. Sometimes Polly 

comes and sits with me. My favourite hobbies are: Sniffing – everything. Chasing round the house with Polly.  

Snapping at dogs that come in my range. 

My favourite day is: Tuesday when I can meet up with friends.  I much admire Willow.  She is very beautiful. 

Sometimes she is called The Dumb Blonde but I don’t know what that means.   

I understand the following commands: Sit, drop, stay……It’s yours (This is when I get dinner) Also Stay, NO, GRRRR 

and my special whistle, two short blasts. UP! Toby, (I jump into Jenny’s arms, sometimes she drops me). I enjoy a 

bath but it means that my wonderful camouflage is washed away.  I am not allowed in the house  unless I have 

had a bath.  

Social Dog Walking   The dog chosen by David to feature this month is Toby (Polly next month) 

Italian Classes are Zooming Along 

I am really enjoying our Italian 1 online Zoom classes with many thanks to the class leader, Lynda 

Prest. Lynda commenced Italian classes using Zoom at the end of March. After only one session on 

how to use Zoom, Lynda went full steam ahead with her Italian classes. As part of our homework each 

week, we try to put into Italian some of the things we have been doing in the past week (we’re only 

beginners, so it’s a challenge!) and that’s been great for keeping in touch.           Jo from Italian 1 

Ciao a tutti, I am really enjoying holding the Italian classes via Zoom, in the comfort of my own home 

and in my slippers!  I'm definitely no technical wizard but with guidance from Jo and the patience of 

all the students it is working very well. It's a great way to keep in touch and to keep practising our    

Italian. Thank you everyone in the Italian 1 and 3 classes for your participation. The Italian conversation 

group is also functioning well via Zoom, thanks to Gerry and Jim.   Lynda Prest, Class Leader     

 

These have been strange times.  Lockdown and social isolation have been a significant chal-

lenge.  Italian 1 with Lynda Prest has been a high point of my week.  Zoom is no substitute for a face to 

face classroom environment, but for us, it has worked well.  I think it's been a combination of Lynda's 

teaching style, her preparation and willingness to embrace new ways of getting the message across. I 

think also, it's been the dynamic of the group, the kindness and mutual support between all class 

members.  Our Zoom meetings have kept my interest alive, without these, my Italian progress would 

certainly have ground to a halt.  Thanks Lynda, U3A and anyone involved in getting people together 

in difficult times.   Saluti!       Chris from Italian 1 
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Safe Climate Strong Community by class member, Mary Blain 

Intrigued by the invitation to  “look at a range of positive human responses to climate change”,        

on the 4th of February, I joined a large  group of members as we met for the first time as 

participants in the Safe Climate Strong Community series of classes.  I had been lured by 

the notion that “the course should be a stimulating journey in fascinating company.”       

How could I resist? 

Our wise class leader started our education gently. This took the form of looking at how we could   

personally contribute to reducing emissions in the Shire. It quickly became apparent that there was a 

strong interest within the group on the topic of retro fitting our homes in an affordable way to make 

them more energy efficient, warmer in winter and cooler in summer.  For the first few weeks we ex-

plored this issue extensively. 

Like many of the offerings through U3A we soon realised that we would not be passive onlookers but 

deeply involved contributors. For many of us this meant stepping out of our comfort zone as we    

wrestled with unfamiliar terminology, complicated data, computer challenges and editing skills re-

quired to make our way through layers of information on the internet. Not surprisingly we discovered 

there were some highly knowledgeable and experienced members within our group from whom we 

benefited greatly.  

When the Lockdown began and put an end to face to face classes, our guest speakers and film 

screenings, we feared that the great momentum we had established would fade away and come to 

nothing. Enter Zoom and a determined class leader in Terry White. Within a short- time we had recom-

menced our sessions and found ourselves hard at work again. No excuses about being time poor in 

our isolation. In fact, for many of us it has been a weekly treat to meet up on Tuesday afternoon and 

report back about our research and to discuss the implications. Lately we have extended our efforts 

beyond our own backyard and an examination of both state, federal and international attitudes and 

actions to emission reduction has been undertaken. 

It has been empowering to feel that by the end of our period together and as a result of our efforts 

we will have produced a body of well- researched and extensive information that will contribute to 

the Mount Alexander Zero Net Emissions plan. With our newly acquired knowledge we hope to        

become positive influencers in our community. 

Circle Dancing by the class contact, Anet McDonald 

During the lockdown, I send regular emails with links to YouTube dance 

clips and other items of  interest to our Circle Dancing participants – and 

to let them know that they are not alone - and the response is very      

appreciative. But when I have a clip that’s too big for some of my    

members to download, I use Google Drive. 

There’s no special  IT expertise needed to use Google Drive – I find it an 

easy process, and use it to post dance clips, then I email the link to our 

Circle Dancing participants who just click on the link to see the clip – easy peasy – all that’s  needed is 

a Gmail account and it’s free. 

Zoom Italian is fun! Our teacher, Lynda, ever calm and careful, helps us sail through any technical 

glitches – thanks also to Jo there - of which there have been remarkably few.   

Although not nearly as good as real life, the zoom sessions have allowed us to keep up our Italian, 

and our inspiration and motivation.  We do enjoyable exercises every week, we have homework, we 

are challenged, and it is lovely to see and hear the other students.   

I think if we were just having a break, and doing Italian on our own at home, I for one would be slip-

ping back inexorably…. So it’s great – benissimo!     Grazie Lynda e Tutti!    Judy from Italian 1 
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Digital Photography by class leader, Jill Williams 

Covid Options—As for everyone else, when we all went into lockdown we discussed possible options to 

keep all members active and engaged with photography.  We have our monthly themes where every-

one takes and submits their 4 or 5 best theme photos onto our Flickr website, and then everyone can 

view, assess and vote for the best photos.  But we still felt that we were missing other interactions and 

stimulations.  While Zoom is well used by many, we discussed and decided that a dedicated Facebook 

page would be less formal, more congenial and interactive, which it is proving to be.    

The April  topic was ‘Action’.  In light of cancellations of virtually all sport, Grand Prix, footy, all etc, the 

topic was significantly more challenging.              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An Introduction to Modern Painting by class leader, Jill Barclay 

The course is a historical survey of the major art movements, starting at the beginning of the 20th    

Century. Text and visual images provide the information and course participants are invited to com-

ment, ask questions. Terry Murphy makes my raw data intelligible and provides a link which I then 

email to the class. Several class participants have responded with positive remarks – if there are nega-

tive views, I haven’t heard but would like to know as a means of improving information delivery. I 

have considered Zoom classes but its application is limited. Initially my plan for face-to-face classes in 

the Manse was to use PowerPoint for imagery, to speak to the images, and invite discussion. This was 

done in the first class – with significant IT assistance from Terry – and then...Coronavirus.    

(Terry uploads the particular class content to Google Drive and class members receive a link to be 

able to login to the class material.)  

Pam Connell’s two bird photos,    

albatrosses and rosellas were clear 

leaders, with Mandy Leveratt’s   

arctic petrel a high distinction. 
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Modern Painting in Lockdown  by Terry Murphy 

As February began, I embarked on an unusual journey. With no background or knowledge of art       

beyond liking what I like, I had enrolled in Jill Barclay’s Introduction to Modern Painting class for 2020. 

Having been asked to help Jill pull together the visuals for the class, I had had a couple of preliminary 

discussions with Jill and my interest had been piqued beyond the technical challenge of the visual 

presentation. The fly on the wall will report that I told Jill that my goal was to understand Blue Poles. 

During February, Jill and I worked quite closely in creating the visuals beginning the journey through 

modern painting and the first monthly lesson, at the end of February, was a great success. I was very 

proud to be able to converse with an artist or two in a vaguely-knowledgeable fashion during Arts 

Open.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Georges Seurat: A Sunday Afternoon on the Island of La Grande Jatte 

A week later it was becoming clear that the COVID-19 pandemic would intervene, so we began to 

strategize for how we could continue the class if U3A activities were curtailed. 

Our first thought was to create a video of still images — the ‘Ken Burns effect’ — then add Jill’s expla-

nation in voiceover and upload to YouTube. We soon realised that social distancing and isolation was 

going to make that option very challenging. The next thought was to email a PowerPoint file to class 

members, but these files would be very image-heavy and quite large and might be problematic for 

some class members.  

Finally, we decided to save the file as a PDF and host it on Google Drive. Class members can access 

the file at their leisure, many times if they wish, or download it for later study. We’ve completed three 

months with this process. 

The reactions from class members have been overwhelmingly positive. We’ve refined the process of 

pulling all the information together so that it works best for both Jill and I. Jill is including commentary 

on key people and topics that enlivens the art and puts it into context. 

Just as everyone else is doing, we’re waiting on developments and will reassess our strategies as the 

year unfolds. 
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Committee of Management     

President  Trevor Lloyd   0419 303 709  u3acm.pres@gmail.com 

Vice President  Vacant 

Secretary  Terry Murphy   0425 712 362  u3acm.secretary@gmail.com 

Treasurer  Ann Roman   5472 5262  u3acm.treas@gmail.com 

Immediate Past President  Phil Fletcher   0409 750 947  wombat.fletch@gmail.com  

Courses Coordinator   Keith Neaves   0477 428 435  u3acm.courses@gmail.com 

Venues Coordinator   Phil Hopley   0425 768 559  u3acmvenues17@gmail.com  

ICTWG/MyU3A  Coord.   Jo Thompson   0457 388 344  u3acm.ictwg@gmail.com 

Member Services Coord.   Janet Cropley       0419 539 142  janetc@ozemail.com.au 

Newsletter Editor   Monique Thomson  5474 2290  u3acastlemainenews@gmail.com 

General Positions 

Events Coordinator    Joe Scoglio   5472 2396  u3acm.events@gmail.com 

Office Coordinator    Liz Sharplin   0403 398 764  u3acm.office@gmail.com 

Assistant Treasurer    Lou Citroen   0411 715 139  u3acm.asstreas@gmail.com 

Membership Officer    Tami McVicar   0400 606 856  u3acm.members@gmail.com 

Website Submissions   Des Buckmaster  0433 311 965  u3acm.wrt@gmail.com 

IT Support     David Sime   0418 242 977  u3acm.it@gmail.com 

Celebrations/Tributes   Barbara Bunton  5472 3186  bunwilbar@gmail.com 

Cake/Roster/Raffle    Deb Wiglesworth  5474 2325  dwigles.dw@gmail.com  

MyU3A Support/Help   Anet McDonald  5470 6497  myu3ahelp@gmail.com 

Courses Coordination Working Group, u3acm.courses@gmail.com;  

Finance Working Group, u3acm.treas@gmail.com;  

Events Working Group, u3a.events@gmail.com;  

Information & Communication Technologies Working Group (ICTWG), u3acm.ictwg@gmail.com  

 

U3A Castlemaine website: www.u3acastlemaine.com                                                                 

   
Newsletter Deadline: Monday 22nd June u3acastlemainenews@gmail.com 

U3A Castlemaine Inc A0017409G 

              Established 1988 

How to maintain a healthy level of insanity during the Covid restrictions. 

Sit in your car with sunglasses on, point a hair dryer at passing cars and watch them slow down. 

Skip down the street rather than walk and see how many looks you get. 

When money comes out of the ATM, scream, ‘I won! I won!’ 

When leaving the zoo, hurry towards the car park, yelling, ‘Run for your lives! They’re loose!’ 

With a serious face, order diet water when you go out to eat. 

Tell you grandchildren over the phone, ‘Due to the struggling economy with Coronavirus, your parents 

have told us they are going to have to let one of you go.’ 
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