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eginning with this issue of our magazine, you will notice a remarkable change in the format 

and overall design. Our previous graphic designer did a fantastic job and served our needs 

very well, which is greatly appreciated, but has decided to pursue other interests in order to 

meet the growing needs of his family. Our magazine may now have a different look, but will 

remain to have the same quality articles addressing both Biblical topics and the spiritual/cultural conditions of our nation. 

Some of the articles that we publish are considered controversial by some readers, but they are stimulating to those who have an open 

mind. “He that hath an ear to hear let him hear.” Far too long, most Christians have sequestered themselves, either in their denomina-

tional comfort zone or their religious ivory palaces. That way they avoid the challenge in the progressive revelation of spiritual truth 

and understanding of the vital issues that are facing and threatening our national existence. 

The common complaint that we hear from those that contact this ministry is that the institutionalized church world is not addressing 

the vital issues of our day. Instead, it is attempting to be relevant to “pop culture” through religious compromise and cultural syncretism. 

Due to the inebriating effects of Futurism, millions within the Body of Christ are just looking forward to the sweet bye and bye instead 

of accepting the reality of the nasty now and now. 

With the Lord’s help, we will continue to proclaim the wonderful truth of the Gospel of the Kingdom of God which will someday cover 

the earth as the waters cover the sea (Isa. 11:9). Yet this Kingdom Gospel and the correct identification of God’s Israel people remains 

on trial in the court of man’s judgment hall just like Jesus in the Roman praetorium (Mark 15:16). 

President/Editor in Chief

“Careless seems the great Avenger; history’s pages but record 
One death-grapple in the darkness ‘twixt old systems and the Word; 
Truth forever on the scaffold, Wrong forever on the throne, 
Yet that scaffold sways the Future, and behind the dim unknown,
Standeth God within the shadows, keeping watch above His own.” 

ON THE COVER: Olney Parish Church completed in 1325 AD and associated with William Cowper and John Newton.
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“AMAZING GRACE HOW 

SWEET THE SOUND THAT 

SAVED A WRETCH LIKE 

ME, I ONCE WAS LOST BUT 

NOW I’M FOUND, WAS 

BLIND, BUT NOW I SEE.”

his well-known beloved hymn 

was written as a testimony of 

the Saving Grace of God. It 

stands as a witness of the 

change that is wrought by the Lord Jesus 

Christ coming into a man’s life who was 

lost and undeserving of God’s mercy. John 

Newton was once a vile sinner, an infidel 

and a libertine. This hymn was composed 

as a testimony of how Christ had found, 

saved, redeemed and changed his life 

forever. Amazing Grace is an expression 

of man’s gratitude and God’s Glory as John 

Newton was looking back and saw his 

former lost estate and the grace of God 

which reached and rescued him. It was 

this grace which John Newton proclaims 

as Amazing. Newton had experienced the 

New Birth through the regeneration of the 

Holy Spirit and was living in the bless-

ing of it. His life stands as a witness to 

the fact that: “THEREFORE IF ANY MAN 

BE IN CHRIST HE IS A NEW CREATURE, OLD 

THINGS HAVE PASSED AWAY, BEHOLD ALL 

THINGS ARE BECOME NEW” (2 Cor. 5:17).

AMAZING 
GRACE
In the life of John Newton 
By Pastor Ken Davidson,
Northern Ireland 

T

GOD’S
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AMAZING 
GRACE

ohn Newton was born in London on July 24, 1725. 

He was the son of a merchant naval commander 

and soon followed his father to sea sailing with 

him until his father’s retirement in 1744. John was 

impressed into service in the Royal Navy aboard a “Man-

of-War” ship called the HMS Harwich. Conditions on board 

were very harsh, tough and intolerant so he deserted only 

to be soon captured, publicly flogged and demoted from 

Midshipman to common seaman. Sometime afterward in 

response to a request from John himself he was transferred 

into service onto a “slave ship” which took him to Sierra 

Leone of the West African coast. There John became a ser-

vant to a slaver trader and was brutally abused until relief 

came in the form of a sea captain who was a friend of his 

father. He eventually became a captain of a ship employed 

in the slave trade.

THE GREAT DELIVERANCE
One night on a return trip home on turbulent seas, John 

was brought to his knees, seeing himself for what he really 

was, but greater still, he was brought to Christ recognizing 

his need of the Savior. While trying to navigate through a 

severe storm, fearing that this may be his last journey, this 

experience on May 10, 1748 was etched into his heart and 

mind for the rest of his life. In fact, in his own words, this 

night he would refer to as the night of his “Great Deliverance.” 

Newton’s journal records that when he was sure the ship was 

going down into the depths of the sea, he cried out; “LORD, 

HAVE MERCY ON US!” God answered his prayer and the ship 

was saved. Newton marked this night of deliverance as the 

time of his conversion and his humiliation when he bowed 

his knee in recognition of the Lord as the Higher Power. 

(Psalms 107:23–30) He later wrote; “TWAS GRACE THAT 

TAUGHT MY HEART TO FEAR, AND GRACE MY FEARS RELIEVED; 

HOW PRECIOUS DID THAT GRACE APPEAR, THE HOUR I FIRST 

BELIEVED.”

In 1750, Newton married Mary Catlett. After a serious ill-

ness in 1755 he gave up the seafarer’s life. With a zeal for 

knowledge, he diligently applied himself and was self-

educated in Latin, Greek and Hebrew. His desire was to go 

into Christian ministry which brought him across the path of 

George Whitefield, the great evangelistic preacher and reviv-

alist. He also met and spent time with John Wesley among 

other notable men of his day. Looking back across his life, 

John penned the words; 

THROUGH MANY DANGERS TOILS AND SNARES I HAVE ALREADY 

COME, TIS GRACE THAT BROUGHT ME SAFE THUS FAR AND 

GRACE WILL LEAD ME HOME.
Gravesite of John Newton in Olney

HIS OLNEY PASTORATE
John Newton was ordained by the Bishop of Lincoln and pastored 

the Church of St. Peter & St. Paul at Olney in Buckinghamshire, 

England. Newton’s ministry grew as the Lord blessed his labors 

and the church building soon needed to be extended in order 

to accommodate the people. In 1767 the poet William Cowper 

(Cooper) settled at Olney and a great friendship soon devel-

oped between them as Cowper began helping with the church 

services. Together they had a weekly prayer meeting with the 

intention to pray for inspiration from the Holy Spirit in writing a 

hymn a week for the glory of God. The first edition of the Olney 

Hymns was published in 1779. While 68 hymns were accredited 

to William Cowper, 280 were accredited to John Newton, includ-

ing; “How Sweet The Name of Jesus Sounds”, “Glorious Things of 

Thee Are Spoken” and “Amazing Grace”.

HIS LONDON PASTORATE
John Newton left Olney and relocated to London in 1780 to 

become the Rector of St. Mary Woolnoth Church where his preach-

ing drew large crowds. Among the notable persons who attended 

was William Wilberforce who was an avid campaigner along with 

Newton, in the abolition of slavery. John Newton died in London, 

December 21st, 1807 with the security and the assurance that 

Grace would lead him home. John Newton’s grave is located at 

the village church of Olney in Buckinghamshire, England, but a 

plaque in his memory is at St. Mary Woolnoth Church in London. 

As one who had received an abundance of God’s grace and mercy, 

he could boldly declare; “THE LORD HAS PROMISED GOOD TO ME, 

HIS WORD MY HOPE SECURES; HE WILL MY SHIELD AND PORTION 

BE, AS LONG AS LIFE ENDURES.”

John Newton, once an infidel and libertine, a servant of slaves in 

Africa, was by the rich mercy of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 

restored, pardoned, and appointed to preach the Gospel which he 

had long labored to destroy.  He ministered nearly sixteen years 

in Olney, and twenty eight years as rector of St. Mary Woolnoth.

J



his seems to be the case in the 

writing of one of the greatest 

hymns of the Christian faith, 

by a man who struggled with 

fears and mental anxieties most of his life. 

William Cowper (pronounced “Cooper” by the 

English) was born in Great Berkhamstead, 

Hertfordshire, England, on November 15, 

1731. He was privileged to be born into 

the home of an English clergyman and his 

mother was from a prominent family of 

English royalty. In preparation for his life’s 

work, he was educated in private schools 

as a small child and at Westminster School, 

earning a degree in law. With that degree he 

later passed his bar examination and was 

licensed to practice as a solicitor in the lower 

courts of the English justice system. 

GRIEF AND ANXIETY
In spite of his intellectual achievements, 

William Cowper was physically frail and 

emotionally sensitive throughout his child-

hood. One of the traumatic experiences 

that contributed to his emotional instability 

was the death of his mother when he was 

only six years old. Unable to deal with this 

grief that he experienced as a small child, it 

stayed with him throughout his life. He never 

stopped grieving for his mother. Even though 

he passed his law examination and was 

licensed as a lawyer, the prospect of appear-

ing before the bar for his final examination 

frightened him to the extent that he had 

a mental breakdown from which he never 

recovered. As a result, he never practiced 

law, but preferred the study and writing of 

literature. Added to the anxiety of his bar 

examination was an unhappy love affair that 

resulted in an unsuccessful suicide attempt. 

He was, therefore placed in an insane asy-

lum for a period of eighteen months. While 

confined in the asylum and suffering from 

prolonged periods of deep depression he 

would spend much of his time reading 

the Scriptures. Remembering his spiritual 

upbringing as a child, he had a concern for 

the eternal destiny of his soul. 

T

It appears that sometimes the Lord uses 
the weak of this world to confound the 
wise. The least likely saints are often 
chosen as an instrument of the Holy 
Spirit to bless the Body of Christ. 

COWPER
W I L L I A M
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 By Charles A. Jennings

“He was, therefore placed in an insane 

asylum for a period of eighteen months.”

STRUGGLE WITH SALVATION
He struggled with the question of his salvation and peace 

with God. One day, while reading the Book of Romans, he was 

confronted with the words of the Apostle Paul which says: “For 

all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; Being justi-

fied freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ 

Jesus: Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith 

in his blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins 

that are past, through the forbearance of God” Romans 3:23.

While admitting his need of personal redemption and the 

sufficiency that is in the shed blood of Jesus the Savior, 

being convicted by the Holy Spirit, Cowper experienced a 

personal relationship with Christ and a sense of sins for-

given. He, therefore, was gloriously converted at the age of 

thirty three years old in 1764.

HIS MOVE TO OLNEY
After partial recovery of his melancholia and mental depres-

sion, Cowper moved into the home of a retired evangelical 

minister named Morley Unwin. There he received the spiritual 

encouragement and patient care at the hands of Rev. Unwin 

and his wife Mary. After five years Rev. Unwin died and his 

widow decided it best at the request of Rev. John Newton, to 

move with her family to Olney, England. Cowper was invited 

to move with the Unwin family to Olney and attend the parish 

Anglican Church pastored by Rev. Newton who authored the 

hymn, Amazing Grace.

While living in the Olney parish, Cowper lived in a small house 

whose backyard joined the parsonage yard where Rev. Newton 

and his family resided. Here at the Olney parish, Newton and 

Cowper became very close friends and worked together in the 

writing of religious poetry for the services of the church. Rev. 

Newton became a spiritual father to Cowper and a real source 

of needed inspiration in helping him overcome his spells of 

religious doubts, mental depressions and emotional morbidity. 

Even after Cowper’s conversion, he endured several periods of 

mental anguish while seriously doubting the love of God and 

his security as a believer.

THERE IS A FOUNTAIN
Both Newton and Cowper were very talented poets and writers 

of religious verse and with their combined efforts produced 

the famous Olney Hymns. This book of 349 hymns became 

one of the most important contributions to musical worship 

in evangelical Christianity. Among the 67 hymns written by 

Cowper while living at Olney under the patient care of Mrs. 

Unwin and spiritual inspiration of his pastor John Newton, the 

hymn that testifies of his final peace with his Savior stands 

out as one of the anthems of the church and a monument to 

the sovereign grace of God. While sitting alone one day at his 

desk in his little house, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit 

and with the words of the prophet Zechariah (13:1) fresh in his 

mind, he began to pen these comforting words:

There is a fountain filled with blood

Drawn from Immanuel’s veins

And sinners plunged beneath that flood

Lose all their guilty stains

William Cowper penned these words not long before his 

death on April 25, 1800. It was at the writing of these words 

that he became aware of the efficacy of Christ’s complete 

atonement for his sins. Several years later, Lowell Mason 

(1792–1872), an American living in Boston set William 

Cowper’s words to music.

In spite of his mental depression, emotional melancholy and 

spiritual doubts, God used the experience of one man, William 

Cowper, to pen the words that have been an inspiration to 

the church for over two hundred years. These words have 

been used by the Holy Spirit to encourage many saints and 

a call to wayward sinners to find their peace with God which 

can only be found in that “fountain filled with blood, drawn 

from Immanuel’s veins”. The spiritual meaning and passion of 

Cowper’s hymns possess a rich quality of spiritual depth from 

the Word of God inspired by the Holy Spirit.
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ecause God is the maker and creator and sustainer of all things, He has a right to do as He wills with all His works. 

“Shall the thing formed say to him that formed it, ‘Why has thou made me thus?’ Hath not the potter power over the clay 

of the same lump to make one vessel unto honor, and another unto dishonor?” God’s absolute supremacy and unlimited 

sovereignty naturally flow from His omnipotence, and from the fact that He is the source and support of all things. 

Moreover, if it were not so, the superlative excellence of the divine character would entitle Him to absolute dominion. He should 

be chief who is best. He who cannot err, being perfect in wisdom; He who will not err, being as perfect in holiness; He who 

can do no wrong, being supremely just; He who must act in accordance with the principles of kindness, seeing He is essentially 

love, is the most fitting person to rule.

However, whether we all agree to the doctrine that God is sovereign or not, is a very little matter to Him; for He is so de jure 

by right, He should be so; de facto, as matter of fact, He is so. It is a fact, concerning which you have only to open your eyes and 

see that God acts as a sovereign in the dispensation of His grace.

“I will be gracious to whom I will be 

gracious, and will shew mercy on whom I 

will shew mercy.”

HADDON
SPURGEON

CHARLES

ELECTION OF RACE, OF GRACE
By Charles H. Spurgeon (1834–1892)

–Exodus 33:19Ex
B
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THE METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE 

ELEPHANT AND CASTLE, LONDON

6000 SEATING CAPACITY

ENGLAND-CUSTODIAN OF DIVINE TRUTH
Look, again at the nations of the earth. Why is the gospel 

preached today to us, Englishmen? We have committed as 

many offences—I will even venture to say we have perpetrated 

as many political crimes—as other nations. Our eye is always 

prejudiced towards everything which is English; but if we read 

our history fairly, we can discover in the past, and detect in the 

present, grave and serious faults which disgrace our national 

banner. To pass by as minor offences the late barbarities in 

Japan, and our frequent wars of extermination in New Zealand, 

and at the Cape, let it crimson the cheek of every inhabitant 

of the British Isles when we do but hint at the opium traffic 

with China. Yet to us the gospel is graciously sent, so that few 

nations enjoy it so fully as we do. It is true that Prussia and 

Holland hear the Word and that Sweden and Denmark are 

comforted by the truth; but their candle burns but dimly: it is a 

poor flickering lamp which cheers their darkness, while in our 

own dear land, partly from the fact of our religious liberty, and 

yet more graciously through the late revival, the sun of the 

gospel shines brightly, and men rejoice in the light of day. Why 

this? Why no grace for the Japanese? Why no gospel preached 

to the inhabitants of Central Africa? Why was not the truth 

of God displayed in the Cathedral of Santiago, instead of 

the mummeries and follies which disgraced both dupes and 

deceivers, and were the incidental cause of the horrible burn-

ings of the modern Tophet? Why today is not Rome, instead of 

being the seat of the beast, become the throne of Jesus Christ? 

I cannot tell you. But assuredly, divine sovereignty, passing by 

many races of men, has been pleased to pitch upon the Anglo-

Saxon family that may be as the Israelites were aforetime, the 

custodians of divine truth, and the favorites of mighty grace.

NOTHING BUT SOVEREIGNTY
Read the “Life of John Newton.” Had he not ripened into the 

grossest of all villains? Turn to the history of John Bunyan, by 

his own confession the lowest of all backguards, and tell me, 

can you find in either of these offenders any sort of reason 

why the Lord should have chosen them to be among the most 

distinguished heralds of the cross? No man in his senses 

will venture to assert that there was anything in Newton or 

Bunyan why they should engross the regard of the Most High. 

It was sovereignty and nothing but sovereignty. 

“Shall the thing 

formed say to 

him that formed 

it, Why has thou 

made me thus?”
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GALILEANS
THE

ne of the most important questions 
which has to be studied in connection 
with the New Testament in the light 
of the Anglo-Israel truth is that which 

concerns itself with the identity of the Galileans. 

To say that the Galileans were the inhabitants of Galilee is 

both insufficient and inconclusive. They certainly were the 

people who inhabited the beautiful country of Galilee, but 

they were not autochthonous [native to the land, indig-

enous] to its soil, neither were they the hybrid remnants 

of the old-time civilizations.

That the population of Galilee was a 

mixed one cannot be denied, for there 

must have been Canaanitish and Assyrian 

elements still latent in their blood, while 

there was also a cultured strand of Greek 

and Roman society in their midst. But 

we are more especially concerned with 

the Galilean peasants rather than with 

the educated classes, for it was chiefly 

amongst the former that our Lord moved, 

and from whom He chose the disciples.

A cursory and unbiased study of the 

Gospels, and of the Ministry of our Lord 

contained therein, reveals the fact that 

Galilee was a very blessed place, and that its inhabitants 

either had more vision than had the residents of other parts 

of Palestine, or received greater privileges. There are four 

outstanding features, however, which should attract the 

student’s attention, and these are so remarkable that there 

must be some Divine purpose which alone can account for 

them: (1) Christ’s home was in Nazareth of Galilee, and not in 

Bethlehem of Judaea, His birthplace. (2) Eleven of the twelve 

disciples were chosen from Galilee, and not from Judaea. 

(3) The Galileans, generally speaking, “received Him,” and thus 

accepted the Kingship of Christ (John 4:45; 6:15). (4) The 

Galileans had nothing to do with the Crucifixion of the Lord.

THE Galileans WERE NOT JEWS
The question then arises, “Of what nationality were the 

Galileans?” More than ninety-nine per cent would replay that 

the Galileans were Jews. Neither does it seem unnatural to 

make such a reply, for they observed the Jewish religion; the 

towns and villages of Galilee in the days of our Lord had 

each its own synagogue; the Galileans went up to Jerusalem 

“to keep the feast” (John 4:45); and, in short, it is well known 

that they practiced the same religious rites and ceremonies, 

according to the law of Moses, as did the Jews of Jerusalem 

and Judaea in the south. 

The worship in Galilee was identically 

the same as that in Judaea, and after 

the fall of Jerusalem, Galilee became 

the centre of Rabbinic life, Maimonides 

being buried at Tiberias. 

If the Galileans were Jews, as were the 

inhabitants of Judaea and Jerusalem, why 

was there such a cleavage between the 

Galileans and the Jews? For there were 

such Judaean proverbs as “Can any good 

thing come out of Nazareth?” (John 1:46), 

and “Out of Galilee ariseth no prophet” 

(7:52). St. John makes it quite clear in the 

Fourth Gospel that there was a differ-

ence between the Galileans and the Jews, 

since he uses the word “Jews” 64 times (Matthew using it five 

times, Mark six, and Luke five), and in not one instance does it 

refer to the members of the Galilean population, but always to 

the Jews of Judaea, with the solitary but important exception 

of the title of Christ, “King of the Jews,” which is used in all the 

Gospels alike.

Again, the Galileans spoke a slightly different dialect, or it may 

be that there were provincialisms in the Galilean speech which 

“grated on the sensitive ears of the Judaeans,” who regarded 

themselves as God’s “elite.” This served to associate St. Peter with 

our Lord (Matt. 26:73) when he denied his discipleship.

O

Jesus Christ chose eleven 
of his disciples from among 
the Benjamite-Galileans.

 By G.H. Lancaster
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Only one of the disciples was chosen from the 
region of Judea, and that was Judas Iscariot.

THE Galileans WERE ISRAELITES
The truth is that whereas the Galileans were Jewish by religion, they 

were not Jews by race. This accounts for the fact that not one of 

the disciples is apparently identified with any tribe, neither are 

the disciples called “Jews” in any part of the Gospels. Only one of 

them belonged to the tribe of Judah, and that was Judas Iscariot, 

who belonged to the village of Kerioth, in the south of Judaea, and 

he was the only member of our Lord’s chosen circle who was not 

a Galilean. We see now why it was that St. John differentiated so 

clearly between the Galileans and the Jews, for he was not a Jew, 

but a Galilean. If the Judaeans had disrespect—almost amounting 

to contempt—for the Galileans, the latter had every reason for 

holding their own against the former. The life and liberty of the 

Galileans formed a ready contrast with the stiffer bigotry of the 

Judaeans, and that freedom of thought which enabled them to 

accept the Sermon on the Mount and the “gospel of the kingdom” 

was encouraged by the beauty of the surrounding hills and the 

charming setting of the blue-watered lake of Galilee.

BENJAMITES
If, therefore, the Galileans were not Jews by race, the next question 

that naturally arises must be, “To what race did they belong?” It is 

obvious that they were Hebrews of the stock of Israel, because 

it would have been contrary to all prophetic thought for Christ 

to have chosen His disciples from any source other than that of 

Israel. They were therefore Israelites, but not Judah-Israelites. As 

the members of the kingdom of Israel were deported to Assyria 

and Media in the eighth century BC, it is clear that the Galileans, 

though Israelites, were not actually members of the northern 

kingdom. There remains, therefore, for consideration the tribe of 

Benjamin, which, by elimination, affords the only possible solution. 

It is true that the Gospels do not actually claim the Benjamite 

tribeship of the Galileans, but by inference and deduction it will 

be seen that there is no other alternative, in view of the general 

trend of prophecy and its fulfillment.

If the Bible does not actually state this fact, there are, however, 

certain links in the chain of prophetic evidence which can have no 

other interpretation. The chief link lies in the fact that the tribe of 

Benjamin was lent to the tribe of Judah as a light-bearing tribe (I 

Kings 11:36; 12:23), but only for a certain length of time. This period 

extended from the death of Solomon until the betrayal of Jesus by 

Judas, when the brotherhood (cemented by the loan of Benjamin) 

between Judah and Israel was broken at the price of thirty pieces 

of silver (Zech. 11:10–14, Matt. 27:3–10). 

When the Jews returned from Babylon in the sixth century BC, we 

gather from the book of Ezra that Benjamin returned with them 

to Palestine. Strictly speaking, the Benjamites were Israelites of 

the northern house, though they were temporarily attached to 

Judah. When the restoration took place, the Jews settled down in 

Judaea, which district was especially named after them, and the 

Benjamites being the only remnant of the northern Israel that 

returned to the land in conjunction with the Jews, settled down 

in Galilee, for the intermediate country was already occupied 

by the Samaritans. In other words, they were guided by God to 

settle in a portion of the geographical area which had previously 

belonged to Israel, but never to Judah.

This accounts for the fact of our Lord’s life and ministry being 

so closely identified with Galilee, and with the important fact 

also that He chose eleven of His disciples from among the 

Benjamite-Galileans. The only disciple who rejected Christ was 

Judas, who was a pure Jew of Judaea, his rejection being a type 

of the Jewish nation, who rejected the Messiah.

THE LIGHT OF THE GOSPEL
Now we can understand the significance of Christ’s preaching 

“the gospel of the kingdom” with such success in Galilee. For Isaiah 

(9:1–2) foretold that the Galileans who had walked in darkness 

should see a great light. St. Matthew (4:12–25) expressly tells us 

that our Lord’s Galilean Ministry had for its purpose the fulfill-

ment of Isaiah’s prophecy. As we have already seen, the influence 

of Benjamin was that of light-bearing. Hence the word, “light” 

provides the link and suggests that the light of Jesus Christ 

shone upon the Galileans, who received that light because they 

were Benjamites, in order that through the ministry of apostle-

ship they might spread that light into all parts of the world. This 

also explains why St. Paul was a Benjamite.

The Galileans, being Benjamites, therefore became the via 

media between Israel, Judah, and the world. The conver-

sion of Galilee, the acceptance of Christ’s Kingship by the 

people, and the calling of the eleven disciples, brought about 

through the Cross the Redemption of Israel, which in its 

turn will ultimately lead to the evangelization of the world.  

 From: New Testament Studies, England
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By E.T. Springett Moxham

I S L E S
I S R A E L I N  T H E

y design or accident? All these nations 
were populated and developed by 
people whose ancestry historically 
inhabited the British Isles. God has 

already named the people living in the Isles! 

“He shall not fail nor be discouraged, till he have set judgment 
in the earth: and the isles shall wait for his law” 

–Isaiah 42:4

“Sing unto the LORD a new song, and his praise from the end of the 

earth, ye that go down to the sea, and all that is therein; the isles, and 

the inhabitants thereof” (v. 10). “Let them give glory unto the LORD, 

and declare his praise in the islands” (v. 12). “Behold, these shall come 

from far: and, lo, these from the north and from the west;” (i.e N.W. of 

Palestine) … “the isles shall wait upon me, and on mine arm shall 

they trust … Surely the isles shall wait for me” (Isa. 49:12; 51:5; 60:9). 

YE MEN OF ISRAEL
Why should God have inspired the prophet Isaiah to address 

the prophecies of chapter 41 and thereafter to the isles, if 

the people of Israel, to whom they were addressed, were not 

there! He names the people in the isles as “Israel,” as “Ye men 

of Israel,” My servant whom I have chosen, “the seed of Abraham 

My friend,” and declares, “I have chosen thee and not cast thee 

away.” “I am thy God, I will strengthen thee; yea, I will uphold thee 

with the right hand of my righteousness.” Is this not a reference 

to Christ, the Redeemer of Israel? (Isa. 41:1–15; Matt. 22:44).

Now, except the Lord build the House of Israel in the Isles and 

redeem them as a separated Christian people how could these 

promises be fulfilled and these things be done? The Lord has 

visited and redeemed His people Israel (Luke 1:68). “I will 

cause them,” He says, “to walk by the rivers of waters in a straight 

way, wherein they shall not stumble; for I am a Father to Israel 

and Ephraim is my firstborn.” (Jer. 31:9). 

B

“Listen, O isles, unto me; and hearken, 

ye people, from far; … Thou art my servant, 

O Israel, in whom I will be glorified” 

–Isaiah 49:1–3
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By E.T. Springett Moxham

I S L E S

“Keep silence before Me, O Islands: and let the people renew their strength.”  
How else could this be done except under Christ?

THE RANSOM
“Hear the word of the Lord, O ye nations and declare it in 

the isles afar off (i.e. afar off from Palestine) and say, He 

that scattered Israel will gather him, and keep him as a 

Shepherd doth His flock. For the Lord hath redeemed 

Jacob, and ransomed him from the hand that was greater 

than he” (Jer. 31:10–11). How else could Israel in the 

isles be ransomed except by Christ, thus becoming a 

Christian nation, and who else could possibly be their 

Shepherd but the Lord Jesus Christ Himself!

DIVORCED AND LOST
In Jeremiah 3:8 we read that Israel was divorced by 

God for her unfaithfulness, whereas Judah was not, 

despite her treachery. Thus Israel became as “lost 

sheep” whilst Judah has been wrongfully regarded 

as all Israel. The Jewish nation was certainly not 

regarded as such by Christ; neither did He regard 

them as His people. The only Jews who were 

acceptable in His sight were those who believed 

on Him, and these He approved as “disciples indeed” 

(John 8:30–33). As for the rest, all of whom rejected 

Him, He said, “Ye are of your father the devil” (v. 44). 

He declared in no uncertain terms that they were 

not His sheep (John 10:26). Therefore, it was neces-

sary and indeed unavoidable that the Kingdom 

should be taken from them and given to a nation 

bringing forth the fruits thereof, to a nation who 

would listen to Christ (Matt. 21:43). 

UNCONDITIONAL COVENANT
Now, as God had established an unconditional 

and everlasting covenant with Abraham (Gen. 

17), He would now have to fulfill the promise 

which He made to Israel of the Ten Tribes 

through the prophet Hosea and bring her 

into the wilderness of this world and speak 

friendly and comfortably to her heart (Hos. 

2:14), betrothing her to Himself in righteous-

ness, in judgment, in loving kindness and in 

mercies. Indeed, He promised even to betroth 

her unto Himself in faithfulness and thereaf-

ter they would know the Lord (v. 19-20). God 

could do no other than transfer the kingdom 

to Israel if His unconditional covenant with 

Abraham was to remain unbroken. The Gospel 

must therefore have reached Ten-Tribed Israel 

otherwise the Abrahamic covenant would 

have been broken!

CHRIST—THE REDEEMER
He would, of necessity, have to take Israel to 

Himself again and develop in them a heart, 

under Christ, by which they would know their 

Husband God and bring forth fruits according 

to His will. Only by accepting Christ could 

Israel be received back into covenant rela-

tionship with God, made nigh by the blood of 

Christ (Isa. 56:8; Eph. 2:12–13). 

TRULY HAS GOD SPOKEN
“I will put my laws into their mind, and write 

them on their hearts; and I will be to them a 

God, and they shall be to me a people: and they 

shall not teach every man his neighbor and every 

man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for all 

shall know me, from the least to the greatest”  

(Jer. 31:31–37; Heb. 8:8–13). 

God has underwritten and therefore guaran-

teed the fulfillment of this, the New covenant, 

for speaking of the sun, moon, stars and the 

roaring of the sea, He says, “If those ordinances 

depart from before me, saith the LORD, then 

the seed of Israel also shall cease from being a 

nation before me for ever. Thus saith the LORD; 

If heaven above can be measured, and the foun-

dations of the earth searched out beneath, I will 

also cast off all the seed of Israel for all that they 

have done, saith the LORD” (Jer. 31:35–37). The 

Word of the Lord has gone forth to Israel in the 

Isles. Who dares not to believe it? 

“Therefore they shall come 
and sing in the height of Zion, 
and shall flow together to the 
goodness of the LORD … ” 

 –Jeremiah 31:9–12

–Isaiah 41:1
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5
“He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? And 
Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, 
the Son of the living God. And Jesus answered and 
said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for 
f lesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but 
my Father which is in heaven” 

–Matthew 16:15–17

he most important question you could ever be asked 

is simply this: Do you in reality know the living 
Christ? The question is not, Are you religious?—Are 

you a church member?—Do you read the Bible? You 

may be very religious, yet not know Christ in your heart. You may 

be a loyal church member, a regular reader of God’s Word, a person 

who “says” their prayers or one who loves to study religious books 

and doctrine. But, these soul-searching questions still remain—

Have you ever seen yourself as a lost, vile sinner before a holy 

God? Have you ever been stripped of your self-righteousness and 

laid low in the dust of humility? Have you ever viewed by faith the 

glorious person of the Lord Jesus Christ, all because of a direct and 

personal revelation to you by the Holy Spirit?

E LEMENTS
TO PERSONALLY 
KNOWING CHRIST

T

BY W.F. BELL
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LOOK ONLY TO JESUS CHRIST
Sinner friend, I plead with you to not be deceived. Do not 

rest in your religious creeds, your attendance of religious 

worship or your so-called righteous acts. Rest only in 

Christ! Look only to Him! Be not content with any religion if Christ is 

not the center and substance of it! Do not be deceived by man-made 

religion! Seek that which comes by divine revelation, as Simon Peter 

had. Simon was blessed to know who Christ was by a personal revela-

tion to him of God the Father! This must also be true of us.

KNOW HIM BY REVELATION
 If Christ Jesus is not known to you by the revelation of 

the Holy Spirit, He is not known as the very well-spring of 

blessedness to the soul. If you only know Jesus no more 

than the world knows or the learned among men know, you have not 

the real blessing. If you only know the Lord of glory by what you have 

found out yourself, in reading or in talking to others, unaided by the 

Father’s drawing power you are not blessed with true salvation. If you 

know no more of Christ than what flesh and blood has revealed to 

you, you are nothing more than a Pharisee or Sadducee—religious, but 

lost without God—a separatist or a rationalist, but not a recipient of 

revelation and regeneration. May the eternal God reveal to you your 

true and undone condition before Him!

THE TRUE PEOPLE OF GOD
Among the vast religious throngs of this earth there is 

to be found the true people of God. These chosen of the 

Father are also redeemed by the Son, and quickened by 

the Spirit. The elect of God know by deep acknowledgement of their 

sin that they are blind and ignorant by nature. The true children of 

God have been made humble, they confess their total dependence 

upon the grace and mercy of Christ, and place their entire confidence 

and faith in His meritorious righteousness and shed blood. In the 

Lord Jesus Christ alone do “we have redemption through his blood, 

the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace” (Ephesians 

1:7). Reader, what do you know of this once crucified, yet now living 

Christ? Does His name bring gladness to your heart? Do you love 

the fragrance of His person? Is He more than just a religious leader 

to you? Beware of cloudy views of King Jesus! Beware lest you only 

have a head knowledge of Him! Make sure that Christ is your Surety, 

your Substitute, your Sacrifice and your Saviour. Beware of any religion 

which belittles Him or that does not exalt Him as the only way to God.

BELIEVE IN JESUS CHRIST
 Do you believe in Jesus by an inward discern-

ment of Him? Do you clearly see Him as the 

Son of man and the Son of God? Is He definitely 

your Lord and Saviour, your propitiation (satisfaction) before 

God? If you know Him thus you have not learned this by 

the instruction of men. You have had a direct and personal 

revelation made to you and in you by the Father concerning 

who Jesus Christ really is (Galatians 1:16). It is only when 

the Lord Himself deals with you, taking you in His powerful 

hand, that you are truly taught who Christ is. You may have 

heard about Jesus, but you can only know Him as “the Son of 

the living God” when illuminated and quickened by the Spirit 

of God. Jesus came forth from God, and the power to know 

Christ comes forth from God also. 

THE GIFT IS ETERNAL LIFE
If you have Christ, you have the new birth! If you 
have Christ, you have eternal life! If you have not 

Christ, you have nothing but dead, lifeless, coun-

terfeit religion! John declared; “He that hath the Son hath life; 

and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life” (I John 5:12). 

Said our blessed Master: “No man can come to me, except the 

Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at 

the last day” (John 6:44). May divine power draw you this day, 

poor sinner! May you see Christ in all His Beauty! May you 

come to worship and serve only Him! Christ is to be seen, but 

in the light which He Himself supplies. May that light shine 

unto you even now and to our glorious God be all the glory! 
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LOGICAL 
CONCLUSION

“Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum: We have such an high priest, who is set on the right hand of 
the throne of the Majesty in the heavens; … But now hath he obtained a more excellent ministry, by how much also he is 
the mediator of a better covenant, which was established upon better promises. For if that first covenant had been fault-
less, then should no place have been sought for the second. For finding fault with them, he saith, Behold, the days come, 
saith the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah.”    –Heb. 8:1, 6-8
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