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    Seton Parish will begin offering the Alpha program in September 2017. You are probably 
wondering, "What is Alpha?". the Alpha program helps people begin or build upon their 
relationship with Christ. Each Alpha program is comprised of three things: a meal, a video, and a 
discussion. Alpha is a series of interactive videos that present the message of the Gospels, also 
known as the kerygma. The message of the Gospels is the Good News of salvation. As Pope Francis 
states:"This first proclamation is called "first" not because it exists at the beginning and can then be 
forgotten or replaced by other more important things. It is first in a qualitative sense because it is 
the principal proclamation, the one which we must hear again and again in different ways, the one 
which we must announce one way or another throughout the process of catechesis, at every level and 
moment." (Evangelii Gaudium, no. 164)
    Alpha provides answers to some of life's most challenging questions such as "Why am I here?", 
"What's the meaning and purpose of my life?", "Why and how should I pray?", "Why and how should 
I read the Bible?", "How can I have faith?", "Does God heal today?", and many more. Anyone can take 
an Alpha course at Seton. You do not need to be Catholic and you do not need to be a member of 
Seton Parish to attend. Our current program will be for anyone 18 years and older.
   The Alpha course will run for 11 weeks and include a one-day Saturday retreat. Additional 
courses will be offered winter and spring at Seton Parish. The courses will be free of charge, but we 
will accept free will donations to help cover cost of food and materials.
   There are a few ways to become involved with Alpha. You can be a participant and take the course, 
help as a volunteer, and invite others to participate. Please consider inviting friends and neighbors to 
try Alpha at Seton. It's a wonderful community building and evangelization resource.
   Registration for Alpha is available at www.setonparishalpha.com. For questions, email 
alpha@setonparish.com 

Dear Parishioners,

I hope everyone had a refreshing summer and had at least some opportunity for a little break. On 
my own get-aways I always carve out time for some reading. The book that fed my soul in recent 
weeks was The Book of Joy by the Dalai Lama and Desmond Tutu. The Dalai Lama has lived in 
exile nearly sixty years and Desmond Tutu has witnessed untold suffering in his life in South 
Africa. Yet both of them are filled with overwhelming joy. How can this be? Joy is an infallible 
indication of the presence of God in our lives. When Jesus walked this earth, it is true that he called 
his followers to renounce all things and follow him. Yet, in surprising ways, when Jesus was in our 
midst, he challenged his contemporaries to more fully enjoy their lives, their health, their 
relationships, their meals with wine and all the ordinary and deep pleasures of life. In fact, he often 
scandalized those around him with his capacity to enjoy life. Think of the famous incident in the 
gospels of the woman who anoints Jesus’ feet. So, God wants us to flourish in our lives. Are you 
living your life fully? Remember, we are created body, soul and divinity, made in the image and 
likeness of God. We live in a world today where there is often sole emphasis on the sensory and 
material. There is a Buddhist saying that trying to seek happiness through sensory gratification is 
like trying to quench your thirst by drinking saltwater. If you are looking to have a deeper sense of 
well being, I encourage you to sign up for the Alpha series that is getting underway in our parish 
this fall. As Jesus says, “I have come that you might have life and have it to the full.” Take advan-
tage of the opportunities here in the parish to feed your soul.

Yours in Christ,

Fr. Jim Klima 
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Liz ChristyPlans to Prosper You
   My name is Liz Christy. I live in Pickerington with my husband Aaron our and two children, 
Carly and Joey. I have a Bachelor of Science in nursing and Master of Science in midwifery. For 
the past fifteen years I have been delivering babies at several hospitals around Columbus. I 
grew up as member of Seton, moved away after college, and returned seven years ago with my 
husband and children to raise our family in the community that is truly our home.
   Since returning to Seton I have 
been an active volunteer in the 
music ministry as cantor and 
assisting with choir conducting. 
It brings me great joy to be able to 
serve our church through music. 
Working with the various adult 
and youth choirs has been very 
rewarding and it has been 
wonderful watching the music 
ministry grow. I have learned a 
great deal over the past few years.
   For many years, I have had a 
special interest in adult faith 
formation and evangelization. 
In my heart I have felt a calling for 
a very long time to serve our parish 
in this ministry. I have spent 
countless hours praying and 
asking God to direct a path to this 
call, if it is His will. I have been 
studying adult faith formation and 
learning more about how to 
implement adult faith programs. 
This past July, I joined Seton as a 
full-time staff member. My job du-
ties will include coordinating the Alpha program and other adult faith formation activities as 
well as being the assistant music director.
   Although I am leaving my full-time career as a nurse-midwife, I have taken a very part time 
position at Mount Carmel East and will still be able to deliver babies a couple days a month. 
There is nothing more precious and beautiful as handing a new life to eagerly awaiting 
parents.
   Our church building has gone through a beautiful rebirth through the renovation this past 
year and so too must our lives and relationship with God be continually renovated. We are all 
called to grow ever closer to Christ, proclaim the good news of the Gospel message, and to live 
as missionary disciples. I am greatly humbled and very excited to be on this journey with all 
of you. I look forward to partnering with each of you as we continue this spiritual rebirth and 
renovation of Seton Parish.
   I find great joy in meeting all the parishioners at Seton, so please feel free to say hello and 
introduce yourself. If you have interest in joining the music ministry or Alpha program at 
Seton, I would love to hear from you! You can contact me at echristy@setonparish.com 

By Barb Serrano

It is amazing how God’s plans come about in the most unexpected and tiniest of ways. “For I know the plans 
I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and 
a future.” – Jeremiah 29:11. Looking back over my journey of faith, God indeed had plans for me far greater 
than I could ever have imagined. And it all started with one step, to be involved in the religious 
education of my children.
    When my daughter Christina started first grade, my son David was in 5th grade. I figured I would make 
the most of my nights while they were at class on Monday evenings, so I decided to volunteer. I started out 
as the teacher’s assistant because I was a little nervous and did not know if I had what it takes to stand in 
front of a group of children and teach them about our faith. As it turns out, after experiencing the classroom 
and the excitement of the children, I wanted to come back the following year as the lead catechist. I loved 
it. I loved coming up with new ideas to share our faith with our young people, but I did not feel that I was 
credible or that I had the knowledge to really 
share our faith.
   Lucky for me our parish provided 
certification classes for the catechists, and 
that opened up a whole new world for me. I 
was enthralled learning about our faith in a 
new way, which enabled me to share that 
with others. I most especially loved the 
Scripture classes. I wanted to know
everything there was to know about Scripture. 
I not only loved learning about Scripture, but 
I loved teaching it to our young people in a 
new and exciting way. In the beginning I was 
able to take the majority of all the certification 
classes here at Seton Parish and--the best 
part--at no cost to me!!!
   I started getting ambitious and realized if I could get my advanced certification in religious education, then 
maybe I could really do something with that and possibly even work for the church in some capacity. So, I 
moved way out of my comfort zone and out of Pickerington to finish my classes wherever they were being 
offered. The closer I got to the end, the more excited I became. Then something amazing happened! My son 
reached 9th grade and did not really want to go to religion classes; he thought they were boring. I had only 
ever taught in the elementary classes through 6th grade and was a little terrified of teaching high school. 
However, it was even more important to me that my son, that my children, get the most out of their religious 
education. So I jumped in and decided I would teach 9th grade and make it different. I planned to change the 
environment of the classroom and make it an engaging experience that would make him and others WANT 
to come to class. That is still the vision that I hold today for our junior and senior high school religious 
education program here at Seton Parish--that it be a lived experience!!
   I am proud to say that I have not only completed my advanced certification in religious education, but I 
was inspired to complete my Master’s Degree in theology and have been approved by the Diocese to teach 
the certification here at Seton. This work has driven me to go even further so that I could share my gift and 
talents with our parish. In the fall we will be offering the certification classes to all our catechist and 
volunteers, at no cost to our parish. For all our volunteer catechists and facilitators to be empowered in the 
classroom is so important. What better way is there to achieve that goal than to provide them with all the 
resources needed to take it into the classroom to share with our young people? 
    In September we will be offering course 2 of the certification class on Scripture. In the springtime we will 
be offering the fifth course in the certification classes on morality. God has great plans for you, too. By taking 
a small step to volunteer or take a class to learn more about our faith, God may be moving you in an even 
greater direction that you didn’t even see coming!!! I hope you will join me in September as we explore the 
Bible and Catholic teaching on Scripture. It will not be your ordinary classroom experience.
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September 15-17            Seton Parish Festival
October 22                      Knights of Columbus Pancake Breakfast
October 28                      Family Fun Festival/SPY Halloween Lock-in
November 1                   All Saints Day
November 6                   Remembrance Mass
November 19                 Knights of Columbus Pancake Breakfast

Upcoming Events

25 Years and Counting....
   Twenty-five years ago,  on August 15, 1992, Diannia O’Connor started full time as the Religious 
Education secretary. She had started, as many of us have, as a volunteer when her children began 
their religious education journey. Her belief was and has been that if you want to know what is 
going on with your children’s education, become part of the process.
    She is the middle child of three and is the daughter of a sailor and a lovely Irish lass. Diannia’s 
strong Catholic upbringing occurred in Carlisle, Pennsylvania, where her family moved after her 
father’s retirement from the Navy. With her father’s death when she was 12, Diannia’s sense of 
faith and family took on a significance that she has maintained with her own family.
   Diannia entered the Navy after graduation and met her future husband, Dennis O’Connor of 
Davenport, Iowa, also in the Navy. Dennis, an Irish Catholic from a large family, shared her strong 
Catholic identity and vowed to bring up their children in the faith. Dennis and Diannia started 
their married life in Newport News, Virginia; Dennis as an optician and Diannia as a medical 
secretary. They started their family on January 1, 1982 with the arrival of Sean Michael. Before Sean 
was 2, Dennis was transferred to Columbus whereupon 
the family packed their belongings and along with 
their Irish Setter, Abby, moved to the small town of 
Pickerington and registered at Seton Parish in August 
of 1983. Their second son, Brian, was born on
August 16, 1985.
   As a young family, Diannia and Dennis became very 
involved in the Seton parish life. Theybelonged to many 
organizations and at one time were co-chairs of the Seton 
festival. When the boys were in school Diannia started to 
volunteer for our Religious Education Program and 
eventually took on a full-time position. As a couple, they 
are still very much involved in our parish family. They 
come to adoration every week, volunteer in the Welcome 
Center every month, and the festival every year. Their generosity includes, shoes for Cranks Creek, 
food for Portsmouth, school supplies and coats for the poor. They are a wonderful example of 
parish support with their Time, Talent, and Treasure!
    Diannia has been instrumental in bringing our program to where it is today as one of the best 
programs in the Diocese. Her creativity and organizational skills are un-matched.
   Faith and family are still a part of her life. It is most evident in the paths her two children have 
taken. In addition to his full-time career as a lawyer, Sean is the music director at Christ the King 
Parish, for his good friend, classmate and former member of Seton, Fr. David Schalk. Her son Brian 
is now Fr. Brian O’Connor, ordained in 2015 and is an associate priest at St. Joan of Arc in Powell.

Well done, good and faithful servant! 

A Call to Serve
By Mara Flores

All of my life I have felt a calling to serve others. Everyone experiences that call to serve 
in individual ways. Service to others means different things to different people, but to 
me it means using the blessings God has given me to make the world a better place, 
bringing God’s light and sharing his word. I have never experienced anything as 
wonderful as I did with my SPY friends at Gospel Road. I was nervous going in because 
I only knew a small group of people but right away everyone at Gospel Road was 
tremendously warm and welcoming. Not even an hour after I arrived I was introduced 
to a ton of wonderful and very funny people. Throughout my time there I got to know 
many people from different dioceses while working various jobs. We painted hallways, 

picked up sticks, washed windows, and helped carry heavy things to the retreat center. 
My confirmation retreat was also held at Saint Peter and Paul retreat center and it was 
so nice to be able to take care of the place where my life was changed for the better and 
make sure it is in great condition for other people who will experience the same thing. 
My favorite part about Gospel Road, though, was the night we had reconciliation. We 
gathered at a beautiful church and ate before we sang in worship. That particular night 
while singing praise with some of my best friends, I was overcome with immense 
gratitude and love for the Lord. It felt incredible to be in a place so full of love 
worshipping God and surrounded by these incredible friendships made possible by SPY 
and LT. I am so grateful for the lifelong memories I've made and will continue to make. 
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By Tara Bowie

   This summer I went on a mission trip to Nicaragua, and it was one of the most eye-opening 
experiences I've ever had. It all started last year when I heard about the opportunity from my 
school, Bishop Hartley High School. I found out each summer a small group of students from the 
rising senior class goes on a service trip with one of our Spanish teachers, Mrs. Mullins, to a poorer 
country in Latin America. This year it was in conjunction with a group from St. Charles 
Preparatory School. After hearing a little bit about it, I immediately knew I wanted to go. My 
previous service experience includes Gospel Road, but even after doing that for 4 years, I still had 
a desire to get out there and really see what it means to help people in need. And that's where the 
Nicaragua mission trip came into play. It seems like I spent such a long time planning for it, and 
then it was over in the blink of an eye. Little did I know that once I got home after a week 
there in the hot, humid air, with no air conditioning, and tons of bugs I would be longing to go 
back to Nicaragua.
    Our week started with an hour-long van ride from the airport in Managua to where we would 
be staying and working in Granada, Nicaragua. Our home for the next week was a "retreat center," 
but far from what you'd think when you hear that term. It was a sturdy structure with a row of 
rooms that had two beds and a bathroom, just big enough to fit two people to a room. We got there 
on Sunday and went right to sleep, exhausted from a day of travel. Then on Monday we woke up 
to the sounds of cows in our backyard and howler monkeys in the trees. Oh, and there was a gecko 

on the wall in our room. The "windows" didn't do much to keep 
the bugs and creatures out. That day started with going to the 
local garbage dump, because our efforts were focused on a 
community that lives and works in the dumps. They scavenge 
through the trash each day to find recyclables which they can sell 
to make money, and 
that's how they earn a 
living: around $2.00 a 
day. On Monday we also 
got to meet a few of the
families from the 
community where we 
would be working. One 
lady allowed us to come 
into her home and sit 
while she introduced 

herself. It gave me a minute to think about the fact her 
house, a shack by our standards, was only a little bit 
bigger than my own bedroom back home. And that's when 
I began to have a grasp on just how fortunate I am to live 
with a solid roof over my head, and have walls I'm not 
worried are going to fall over when the next storm comes.
    The next four days was when we really worked on our 
goal for the trip. Our job was to work with a few trained 
construction workers to build an actual house for one of the families in that community. And when 
I say construction, don't picture big cranes and tractors to move supplies. The biggest 
equipment we had to work with was shovels.     

. 

Stepping Out of My comfort Zone
One of our jobs was mixing cement, which everybody eventually 
learned how to do by combining dirt, concrete mix, and water into a 
pile on the ground until it reached the consistency that the 
construction workers desired. We also did a lot of shoveling, and 
tying rebar, which was used to reinforce the cement blocks that were 
being put down to build the house. It was hours of hard work in the 
hot sun, and our chaperones were constantly reminding us to drink 
lots of water.
    I’d say the most applicable thing that I learned on this trip was 
the value of hard work. It was amazing to see how much we accom-
plished when everybody came together and did their part to get the 
job done. Personally, I can be a little bit on the lazy side sometimes, so 
I really had to step out of my comfort zone, and see how far I could 
push myself to work hard in those conditions. But the effort was well 
worth it, and I’d do it again in a heartbeat. 
    Additionally, I had to learn to communicate in unconventional 
ways, because I didn’t know any Spanish (I did pick up a surprising amount throughout the week 
though). One of the most enjoyable times I had there was getting to play with the kids from the 
community. It didn’t matter that we spoke different languages, they were just so excited to have 
new playmates, and we 
enjoyed our fair share of 
soccer games with them. 
It’s amazing how much you 
can communicate without 
words. Lastly, I definitely 
learned to be more thankful 
for how blessed I am. While 
it was difficult to see the 
conditions that these people 
lived in, it was so 
incredibly humbling to see 
how happy they are, despite 
their situations. They know 
they have to make the best 
of what they’ve got, and I 
hope I can remember their 
smiling faces whenever I 
feel like I need more things.
   I plan on going on another mission, whenever I'm presented with the opportunity. But for now, 
I'd like to focus on making a difference here in our own community. Poverty is present right here in 
Columbus, even though we might like to pretend that it's not. If you ever get the chance to go to a 
homeless shelter or food kitchen around here, go and take in the experience, and let it humble you. 
Then step out of your comfort zone and do what you can to make a difference in the lives of peo-
ple who are less fortunate than us. I'm sure you'll get even more from giving than they will from 
receiving. 


