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Dear Members and Friends of First Presbyterian Church, 

It’s been six days since the Governor ordered the schools to shut down, and, like dominoes, we have watched all that 
was routine in our lives change dramatically. The Session met last night online to lay out the plan going forward. This 
letter serves to communicate all of those updates. While things feel like they are settling into their Corona-time  
normal, know that things are still in flux. Please check the church website (www.fpgh.org), email from the church, and 
the Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/FirstPresGH/) to monitor any changes. For now, here’s the plan. 

Worship 
We will hold Sunday worship remotely through at least the end of March, but there is a high likelihood of this going 
through the end of April. You can join us live at 10:00 a.m. on Facebook live through the church Facebook page 
(https://www.facebook.com/FirstPresGH/). We will send an email out on Fridays with an online bulletin, as well as  
suggested ways you can interact with your church from home.  

Starting this Wednesday, we will also hold our Lenten Taizé services remotely through Facebook. We hope you will join 
us at 6:00 p.m. for a time of prayer, song, and meditation. 

All services will be posted as videos on our website (www.fpgh.org) after they are recorded, so if you can’t join us live, 
you can still connect to the church in worship.  

Giving 
We understand that this situation has brought massive questions about the whole economy, and the church is not  
immune to these issues. A significant portion of the resources we run on are given in person at worship, which we 
aren’t able to do for weeks now. Session is prioritizing how to keep the ministry going, how to support the Joyful Noise 
staff (who can’t work for now), and to make sure we are generous in caring for the needs of our members and others 
in the community.  

So, if you are able to do so, please continue to support the church through your giving. The best ways are to mail 
checks to the church or to give online. You can learn how to do so through our website: https://fpgh.org/support-fpc/
giving-to-fpgh/ or call the office at 616-842-6760 and staff can help you get that set up. We are looking at safe ways to 
have people drop off giving at the church, but we don’t have that in place yet. We will keep everyone posted about the 
state of finances at the church in the coming weeks.  

Programs 
All programs of the church will not meet in person. This includes youth group, children’s ministries, small groups, and 
musical groups. Many of these groups are finding ways to meet online in this time. If you would like to connect into 
these groups, let the staff know.  

Joyful Noise 
To limit person-to-person contact, as of yesterday, we have closed down Joyful Noise. We are aware that there are 
many hourly staff for Joyful Noise who are not able to work because of this. The Session has laid out plans to pay this 
staff for the time being, while monitoring the how to do this faithfully and responsibly going forward. It is a priority for 
us to have Joyful Noise return its staff to their positions and to open as soon as it is appropriate to do so. 
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The church building is officially closed for now. 
All committee meetings of the church will be held online. All outside groups have been contacted and will not meet at 
the church.  

Office and Staff 
Our church staff has been diligently working in this season to adapt ministry to this new reality. They are committed to 
our ministry and doing all they can to keep the ministry going. While the building is closed, healthy staff may be in the 
office working. We discourage people from stopping by, however, in order to limit physical contact. If staff is in, they 
will answer the phone. Much of the staff is working remotely and connecting to people online and over the phone.  

Pastoral Care 
Pastoral care is happening over the phone and online. Our contact information is at the bottom of this letter and will 
be a part of future communications. Don’t hesitate to call if you want to talk to a pastor or if you need prayer. We are 
presently calling all members and friends of the church to check in on them. Expect a phone call in the next week or so. 
As we can, the pastors will use the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund to help people. 

Outreach 
The Mission Committee is diligently working to support immediate needs in the community. They are using church 
funds to support food needs. They will have more communication with the congregation as their plans finalize. We 
have cleared out our Hand2Hand pantry already, and we are working on plans for how to do a next round of food  
collection. For now, if you have food to give, we recommend bringing it straight to the food pantry closest to you.  

This is a season where we are asking “What is the role of the church?” We believe it has a vital role to play, even if our 
normal avenues are unavailable to us. We believe worship remains essential to full life. We believe that caring for  
people is essential. We believe that relationships are at the heart of what we do. We believe in speaking peace and 
love into this anxious time. We believe this is an opportunity for people to deepen their faith individually and in house-
holds, which will ultimately be positive for the whole church.  

I hold these words deeply in my heart in this season, “Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
petition with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all  
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:6-7). 

On behalf of the Session, 
and in the love of Christ, 
peace be with us all. 

 

 

 
Pastor Troy 


