
Supporting Question What caused the Jamestown settlers to die?

Formative Performance 
Task

● Complete doodle notes regarding the settlement of the Jamestown 
colonies.

● Analyze different theories discussing the settlement of the 
Jamestown colonies

Conceptual 
Understanding

7.2c - European nations established colonies in North America for 
economic, religious, and political reasons. Differences in climate, physical 
features, access to water, and sources of labor contributed to the 
development of different economies in the New England, Middle, and 
Southern Colonies.

Content Specifications 7.2c.1 - Students will investigate the reasons for colonization and the role 
of geography in the development of each colonial region.

Sources Teacher Sources:

CLASSROOM  VERSION:

● Link to Google Drive Handouts and link to Google Slides Slideshow

    Student Sources: 
● Each students should have a copy of the illustrated notes and the 

graphic organizer
● A classroom set of the theory and evidence task cards (this will 

depend on the number of students in your classroom, however, 
each student should have a theory to look at and a piece of 
evidence.)

● Each student should have 

DIGITAL VERSION:

● Link to the Illustrated Notes with built in questions and Link to 
Jamestown Evidence Analysis 

Social Studies Practices Gathering and Interpreting Evidence

Important notes for this lesson...
● These standards are specifically for New York State, however, you can swap out these and add 

your own. 
● The students will investigate 4 theories and varying pieces of evidence related to those theories. 

There is a lot of lead way in terms of who you wish to organize this lesson. 

Lesson Plan 
What caused the Jamestown settlers to die?

Students use primary and secondary evidence to investigate the 
deaths at the Jamestown colony. 



● Print and copy pages 1-3, and 14 in a 2-page packet for students. 
● Set up desks in groups - there should be four groups in total, however, you can make a 

double group if you have a large number of students.  
● Make enough copies of the theories for each group, and then makes copies of the different 

pieces of evidence. Each student should have one piece of evidence that they have to review, 
however, more than one student can have the same piece of evidence. 

Before Class...

● Divide students into pairs. This is a great technique for 
differentiation. The stronger reader might read to the 
weaker student and then the other student might come up 
with some ideas for the answer.  I like to have students 
complete each page of the doodle notes separately. I tell 
them to complete the questions on the page, and then 
they can color until the full class is done completing the 
questions. I then call the full class together and we 
discuss the answers. They can keep coloring as we discuss. 
It’s a good way to keep them focused, and keep their 
hands busy as we have a whole class discussion.

● Repeat the above with each of the three pages. With the 
second page, I like to use the document camera to share 
some student examples on my projection screen. 

Class Procedure...

If there’s time 
available in the 
lesson, it’s really 
nice to show a clip 
of Disney’s version 
of  Pocahontas and 
talk about all the 
inaccuracies of the 
movie. 

● Break students into 4 groups. If your classes are on the 
larger size, you might have some of the groups divide 
themselves into a bit further. Each of the groups will 
review one of the theories relating to Jamestown, and the 
evidence associated with that theory. (5 min.)

● Direct students to read through the theory as a group. 
One of the students could read the theory out loud as the 
other students follow along. Have students summarize 
the theory on their graphic organizers. (5 - 10 min.).

● Next, have students go over each piece of evidence - some 
students might review their own piece of evidence, and 
some might pair with a partner. Again, this technique 
allows for differentiation for students who are weaker 
readers. Direct students to make sure that they’ve 
answered the first three questions as a group. (25 min.).

● Call the class together to discuss the full graphic 
organizer. (20 min.) 

● Assign Exit Ticket for homework.

This lesson may 
last  2 or 3 days 
depending on how 
you decide to 
implement the 
procedure. (I have 
40 minute class 
periods.)

Lesson Plan 
What caused the Jamestown settlers to die?

Students use primary and secondary evidence to investigate the 
deaths at the Jamestown colony. 



Peacefield History utilized many resources in the creation of this lesson. They include the following:

● The English Establish a Foothold at Jamestown, 1606-1610 - American Memory Timeline- Classroom 
Presentation | Teacher Resources

● http://historicjamestowne.org/history/history-of-jamestown/the-starving-time/
● http://history.org/Foundation/journal/Winter07/jamestownSide.cfm
● http://nationalhumanitiescenter.org/pds/amerbegin/settlement/text2/JamestownPercyRelation.pdf
● http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/05/08/AR2007050801313.html?tid=a_inl
● http://www.history.com/news/did-jamestowns-settlers-drink-themselves-to-death
● http://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/rethinking-jamestown-105757282/
● http://www.pbs.org/wnet/secrets/death-jamestown-background/1428/

Digital Version - Class Procedure
● Assign the Illustrated notes through Google Classroom. Or, If you do have students, you can 

go through this presentation as a class and have students complete the slides collectively. I 
have left the text editable so that you can modify questions as needed to meet the needs of 
your own students. 

● Assign the second part of the lessons through Google 
Classroom. In this case you will have to make some 
decisions depending on your current classroom situation. 
(You may have students working completely online, or 
have your students in class/ half online. It is so variable.) 
Teachers should assign students one theory, and one piece 
of evidence to examine.

Theory 1 has 4 
pieces of evidence, 
theory 2 has 2 
pieces of evidence, 
theory 3 has 3 
pieces of evidence, 
and theory 4 has 2 
pieces of evidence.

● Once students have examine their own evidence, you will need to decide how you would 
like them to work cooperatively to examine the evidence. Again, this really depends on your 
current classroom situation. A suggestion? Assign each group a shared Google Slide, and 
then have them share what each piece of evidence includes. Groups are able to collectively 
work on a slide through Google Slides. Students can then present that theory (through the 
slide) to the rest of the class. 

● As students share evidence, have them complete the graphic organizer. Assign the exit ticket 
to be completed independently.

Lesson Plan 
What caused the Jamestown settlers to die?

Students use primary and secondary evidence to investigate the 
deaths at the Jamestown colony. 
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