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UNL Athletic Director Tom Osborne headlines a host of  
great presenters we have scheduled for the 77th Annual 
Nebraska Broadcasters Association Convention coming August 
17 & 18 at the Embassy Suites Hotel in La Vista.   Osborne 
will deliver the luncheon keynote address on Thursday, 
August 18.  With the University of Nebraska’s move to the Big 
10 and Husker Football in just a few weeks, Tom will have 
plenty to talk about. 
 
The convention will kick off on Wednesday, August 17, with 
an afternoon of Management sessions. 
 

Jim Mathis, who appeared at the NBA 
Convention in 2004 is back with the 
first management session called 
“Leaders vs. Losers”.   Following that, 
Washington Attorney Scott Flick will 
conduct the always popular Legal 
Session. 
 
The NBA Annual Business Meeting will 
conclude the meetings that day, in 
order to get ready for the Hall of Fame 
Reception, Dinner and Induction 
Ceremony.   Broadcast veterans Cathy Blythe and Gary 

Sadlemeyer will be inducted this year. (see page 10 for separate article) 
 
More speakers, more sessions, more subjects are the lineup of the day for Thursday, 
August 18. 
 
Four concurrent sessions will be held, the most ever at a recent NBA convention.   
The Society of Broadcast Engineers will be holding their meeting at convention 
again this year.  A full-day of programming/promotion sessions will be conducted by 
Fred Jacobs of Jacobs Media, who will present two important sessions on “Goin’ 
Mobile” which he featured at the NAB Convention in Las Vegas, and a promotional 
session in the afternoon called “60 Promotions in 60 Minutes”.   Also appearing in the 
Programming tract is noted News/Talk/Sports consultant, Gabe Hobbs, who is 
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2011 NBA Convention Speakers (continued) 

making his first appearance since 2002 at the NBA.  Gabe is 
the former VP of News/Talk for Clear Channel Radio, and will 
be doing two sessions, one of which will be about how to 
better engage audiences for stations that air syndicated 
programming. 
 
Sales Training sessions will also be held all day on Thursday.   
Kennen Williams, President of Noll & Associates, will be 
hosting two morning sessions:  “Make Every Meeting Count” 
for rookie salespeople and “Negotiating Skills” for the more 
advanced salesperson.   After lunch former RAB VP and noted 
Sales Trainers, Mark Levy and Mike Mahone will be doing a 

tag team session on Revenue Development Resources and an updated version of 
“How to Write Copy That Sells Stuff”.   Bring your creative and copywriting people to 

this one! 
 
Another session will feature Agriculture Sales with 
NAFB’s and Mark Vail, formerly of Eagle 
Communications and the NAFB. 
 
The NAB is coming to convention again this year 
with Government Relations VP, Jamie Gillispie 
and Matt Everson.  You’ll learn what the NAB is 
doing in Washington to advocate for all 
broadcasters. 
 
The Associated Press is back with an all afternoon session on news. This 

will include a session on Court reporting and a session from UNL’s Barney 
McCoy who will be presenting “Newsroom Ethics & Excellence”. 
 
After a full, and I mean FULL day of sessions, stick around for the annual 
Awards of Excellence Banquet. 
 
This year’s Banquet will have a sports theme, with chances to win money and 
prizes and we’ll be joined by the current Miss Nebraska, Nicole Haverland, 
who will be helping with the awards presentation.   Hosts will be noted sports 

play by play and sports reporters from around Nebraska. 
 
You get all this at the same low convention registration 
price that we’ve had at convention for over 12 years. This 
has to be the most bang for the buck ever!  Please make plans now to attend this 
year’s convention and be looking for updates and details coming via email soon.  We 
will not be mailing packets as we have done in prior years.  All forms will be sent to 
member stations via email this year. Hope to see you in August! 

Fred Jacobs 

Kennen Williams 

Mark Levy and Mike Mahone 
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Gabe Hobbs 
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Page 3 

Mark Jensen was born and raised in Alliance, Nebraska and received 
his broadcasting degree at Central Community College in Hastings.   
His first radio job was as News Director and on-air DJ at KIMB, 
Kimball, NE.  From there he went on to Alliance, Hot Springs, SD; 
and then as Operations Manager with Tracy Broadcasting in 
Scottsbluff where he met and married his wife Wendy, who 
happened to be the station traffic director. 
 
In 1996, he moved the family to Grand Island where he took the 
position of Station Manager for KMMJ and KLRB.  His manager at 
the time, Tom Robson (and former NBA Chairman)  says that Mark 

is a “good guy!”.   He remembers that Mark is an entrepreneur, and that Mark started a sideline DJ business 
called “The Sound Doctor” and bought an ambulance.   It wasn’t long before he had more weekend business 
than he could handle.  “Mark bubbles with ideas and a ‘why not?’ attitude which has greatly contributed to 
his success.” 
 
When the stations were sold the following year, he came to York as the 
Station Manager for Prairie States Broadcasting.  In November, 2004, Mark 
formed MWB (Mark, Wendy, Brooke) Broadcasting LLC and purchased 
KAWL AM and KTMX in York.  Last year, he expanded his business by 
purchasing KNLV AM/FM in Ord.   Gene McCoy, who sold the stations to 
Mark and remains as its General Manager says that Mark “is a man of 
integrity..and is always open to advice.  He’s a good listener and one of 
the pleasant surprises about Mark is that he’s not a ‘top down’ manager 
and that he subscribes to the ‘under-promise and over-deliver’ philosophy. 
 
NBA Hall of Fame and Pioneer Broadcaster Dick Chapin brokered the 
purchase of the Ord stations for Mark , said that “Mark is a real 
enthusiastic, dedicated radio guy who loves the business”   Dick said, 
“Mark is a good idea man, is decisive and a thoroughly pleasant person to 
be around.” 
 
Former NBA Chairman, Craig Eckert from Platte River Radio (Kearney & Hastings) says that “Mark and I 
have agreed, disagreed and agreed to disagree on any number of occasions, but I never worry that I am 
getting anything other than the straight scoop from him and more importantly, that we can still be friends.  I 
appreciate Mark’s passion for the industry and that when you are a person like Mark, the people you touch 
are enriched by the experience.” 
 
Mark is a past President of the York Chamber of Commerce, a member of the York Chamber Ambassadors 
and York County Development Corporation, a Rotarian, and a drummer for his church worship team.  He has 
been active at many community events and was instrumental in bringing players from the Kansas City 
Royals and the Lincoln Salt Dogs to provide clinics and play ball games in York.  In 2006 he was presented 
with the Focus on York Award for recognition given to the city of York on a national and international level 
and was recently honored as the 2011 Vocational Rotarian of the Year. 
 
In his free time, mark enjoys listening to AM radio on his antique radios, working with wood and remodeling 
his home and radio stations.  He also likes to play drums, fly RC planes, and hanging out with his family and 
friends. 
 
We’ll also beat the drums a bit in celebrating Mark Jensen, your 2010-2011 NBA Chairman!   

Meet Your Chairman—Mark Jensen 

MWB Broadcasting: Wendy, Mark 

& Brooke with Smores (left) and 

Zoey. 
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FCC Visits Nebraska 

No, it wasn’t an inspection, but it was a momentous occasion when three FCC 
commissioners, including Chairman Julius Genachowski and Commissioners 
Michael Copps and Mignon Clyburn came to Omaha and rural Nebraska.    
According to our sources, this was the first-ever visit of a sitting FCC Chairman to 
Nebraska, and to have two other Commissioners as well, was certainly a first as 
well. 
 
Genachowski came at the request of Representative Lee 
Terry, who is one of the leaders of the House Commerce 
Committee in the movement to expand broadband 
access and the overhaul of the Universal Service Fund.     
He said that broadband is now a prerequisite for 
business success everywhere. 

 
The Chairman, along with a Washington delegation made a stop in Diller, 

Nebraska and toured C& C Meats’ processing 
and sausage production facility. They also 
made a stop in Liberty, NE  accompanied by 
Terry and Rep. Adrian Smith. 
 
According to figures, there are some 300,000 Nebraskans who cannot 
receive high-speed broadband in the state. 
 
Genachowski said the country must answer  the questions of where does 
the money come from in order to build out the system  “The role that 
high-speed internet plays is very similar to the role that telephone service 
and electricity used to play,’ he said.   “We just have to drive that up to 
create the kinds of jobs and grow the kinds of business we saw here 
today.” 

 
The Washington delegation participated in an all day workshop held at UNO’s Thompson Alumni Center, 
along with smaller cable systems, telephone companies and other service providers.  They also 
participated in a live and online Public Forum on Broadband. 

New FM Application for Humbolt, NE 

An application for a construction permit for a new station at 102.3 FM has been filed for Humboldt, NE. by 
KONA Coast Radio, LLC of Loveland Colorado. The owner of KONA Coast is Victor A. Michael, Jr. who is also 
Director and President of Cedar Cove Broadcasting, licensee of noncommercial stations in Wyoming, Colorado 
as well as KVAM, Kimball, NE. 

Robert McKinney Retiring 

Best wishes to Bob McKinney, director of the FCC Compliance & Information Bureau in Missouri, who retired 
on June 3rd. Bob has been great to work with over the years, and is headed south to Florida. Ron Ramage will 
be acting District Director until a replacement is selected in the months to come. 

Julius Genachowski  

Michael Copps  

Mignon Clyburn  
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Three Broadcast Legends to be Inducted into OPC Journalists Hall of Fame 

On June 4, 2011, the Omaha Press Club inducted three broadcast journalists who have shown exceptional 
leadership and contributions to the news industry. 

NINETTE BEAVER- KMTV Her laser-sharp news instincts, curiosity and appetite for the exclusive story 
led to her recruitment by Floyd Kalber at KMTV and the start of a 35-year career. she was the only 
reporter allowed to interview Caril Fugate, teenage companion of mass murderer Charles Starkweather. 
Beaver co-authored the best-selling book "Caril" and co-produced the NBC documentary on Fugate's life, 
"Growing Up In Prison". 

GARY KERR- WOWT When he retired from WOWT in 1999 after 37 years in television news, Keerr was 
the city's longest-tenured newscaster. Among his awards: Nebraska Society of Professional Journalists/
Journalist of the Year, Nebraska AP Broadcasters Association, Creighton University Professional 
Achievement Award in Journalism, UNO Department of communication Lifetime Achievement Award and 
OPC Career Achievement Award. 

LEE TERRY SR., KETV, WOW-TV Terry's news career began almost 60 years ago as a WOW-TV reporter 
and photographer. Bust most of his career has been spent at KETV, where he continues today as part of 
the on-air team for the program "Kaleidoscope. As KETV news director, he hired Omaha TV's first minority 
reporters. Terry pioneered TV editorials as part of the news package, headed up production of 
documentaries and was the station's chief newscaster. 

CAP Compliant EAS Encoder/Decoder Program: Saving Money  
for Nebraska’s Broadcasters 

The Nebraska Broadcasters Association has formed a private/public partnership with the Nebraska Emergency 
Management Agency, (NEMA) in order to facilitate the procurement of the new CAP Compliant EAS units 
which have to be operational by September 30, 2011 per the FCC. 

On behalf of all Nebraska-licensed radio and television stations, the NBA obtained a best price for stations for 
these encoders, of which three models were made available for purchase by Nebraska stations, through two 
vendors. Stations were notified of this information on Monday, May 23rd via email. 

Additionally, NEMA has authorized a 50-50 matching grant toward a rebate program, which will allow 
participating stations to receive up to a 50% rebate on the cost of a new EAS encoder/decoder. Stations who 
are purchasing the new EAS boxes should respond to an email that was sent out to NBA member stations on 
Friday, April 22. Stations who are not members of the NBA are also be contacted so that they may participate 
in this program. 

Stations who have already purchased a new EAS box after October 1, 2010 may also participate in the rebate 
program. If your station has not received the detailed email from the NBA, please contact the NBA office by 
phone at 402-778-5178 or by email at marty@ne-ba.org. All orders and purchases have to be made by the 
June 24, 2011 deadline in order to participate in the program. Rebate funds will be limited to those 
participants on a first come-first serve basis. 
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In Memoriam 

Tom Land 

Journal Communications reports the death of 
Tom Land, the Vice President of Programming 
for the company’s 32 radio stations. He died at 
age 51 after being diagnosed with cancer last 
August. 

According to the account in Journal 
Communications’ flagship Milwaukee Journal-
Sentinel, Land first felt pain in his back while at 

the Memphis airport on a business trip. After tests back in Milwaukee he 
learned he had stage four lung cancer which had already spread to his bones. 
 
Throughout his treatment Land and his wife, Glenda, shared news with friends via a Caringbridge.org blog. 
He tried to remain upbeat, even while reporting the spread of the cancer. Land died Thursday (5/26) in 
hospice care. 
“His passion was for local radio, making that connection with people,” the J-S quoted Journal Broadcast 
Group Exec. VP Steve Wexler as saying of Land. 

During his time in Omaha as Operations Manager at Journal Radio, Tom also served on the NBA Board of 
Directors and volunteered to work on the NBA convention committee. One of the highlights of a recent 
convention was Tom's coordination of bringing local personalities onto a panel during the FCC's 
investigation of "fleeting expletives" after the Janet Jackson appearance at the Super bowl. Tom arranged 
to have KEZO's morning duo "Todd n' Tyler" along with KFAB's Gary Sadlemyer appear during a panel 
discussion that was hosted by NBA Attorney, John Wells King. The attendance at this programming session 
was the largest ever at an NBA convention. 

Services for Tom Land will be held on Thursday, June 2nd at the Smithville United Methodist Church, 505 
N. U.S. Hwy 169 in Smithville, Mo. The service of Celebration will begin at 3pm. 
 
 

Dennis Waddle 

Dennis Lee "Denny" Waddle has passed away. Waddle recently retired as the General Sales Manager at 
Nebraska Rural Radio Association, (KRVN AM/FM, Lexington; KNEB AM/FM, Scottsbluff; KTIC AM/FM, West 
Point), having spent many years in Lexington. 

He began his career in radio at KRVN as an announcer, then later went into sales. He went on to become 
the Regional Manager of As grow, which later became Monsanto. He earned many sales awards 
throughout his career there. 

After returning to KRVN, he was honored with the Dix Harper Meritorious Service Award at the National 
Association of Farm Broadcasting in November, 2010. Memorials are suggested to the American Cancer 
Society Hope Lodge in Rochester, MN, or the Tri-County Hospital Hospice in Lexington, NE. 

In
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2011 NBA Scholarship Winners Announced 

The Annual NBA Foundation Scholarship winners for 2011 have been announced.  The NBA board of 
directors added a new scholarship for Wayne State College as well.   Congratulations to the winners of this 
year’s scholarships.  The recipients were chosen by the broadcast faculty at the various institutions. 
 
   University of Nebraska- Omaha 
 
Joshua Buda (UNO-Richard F. Palmquist Scholarship) is receiving this scholarship for an unprecedented 
third straight year.  Josh just returned from the Northwest Broadcast News Association (NBNA) with another 
feature story award.  Josh is a senior broadcasting news major and member of the National Broadcasting 
Society.  He has made the Dean’s List several times.  He plays in a worship band and is an accomplished 
magician.  He has been active on stage, including the lead role in “Arsenic and Old Lace.”   He has worked 
at UNO Television where he has written and produced many programs including some featured on “The 
Knowledge Network.”  He received a top award for Best comedy in 2005 from the Hot Shops Film Festival 
and was recognized by the College of Business for  his high-profile work on the Mammel Scholarship video, 
which was shown at the groundbreaking luncheon for the new Mammel Hall. 
 
   University of Nebraska-Kearney 
 
Jeff Babl is a broadcasting and sports administration double major.  He has made the Dean’s list every 
semester at college.  He has always loved sports and hope that is where his career takes him.  He hopes to 
become a sports play-by-play broadcaster or athletic administrator.   Jeff is currently the sports director at 
KLPR radio and was General Manager for the campus TV station, KFTW.  He participates in numerous 
organizations including Sigma Phi Epsilon, Phi Eta Sigma SIMM, and more.  Jeff will graduate in the spring of 
2012 after an internship an athletic department, sports team, or broadcast station and hopes to get a 
masters degree in Broadcasting. 
 
   University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
 

Mitch Mattern is from Norfolk, NE and is a junior at UNL, Studying broadcast 
production.   Mattern works as a videographer for the Daily Nebraskan and spent the 
summer as a video production intern with the South Bend Silver Hawks minor-league 
baseball team in South Bend, Indiana. 
 
Megan Mandel is a senior advertising/broadcasting major and 
Spanish minor from Omaha.  She has kept busy in her time at the 
university by being a member of Kappa Kappa Gamma sorority, Cather 
Circle, College of Journalism and Mass Communications Ambassadors, 
Ad Club and Scarlet Guard.  She has also spent time volunteering at 
various philanthropies and has participated in Dance Marathon, Relay 
for Life and The Big Event.  She has  had summer internships with The 

Reader and Cox Classic Golf Tournament, and is an intern at 
the CofJMC. 
 
Johnnie Adcox is a senior broadcasting journalism major at 
the CofJMC at UNL.  He has been co-host of a weekly radio 
show on KRNU called “Hersy” for a year.  In the summer of 2010, he produced 
videos and reported for the Special Olympics National Games, and had a story 
about the Nebraska legislature printed in some Nebraska newspapers.  He is a 
member of the Golden Key Honor Society.  Johnnie is a member of the CofJMC 

continued on next page 
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student group traveling to Modcos and Sochi, Russia to investigate new media and Russian preparations for 
the 2014 Winter Olympics. 
 
Camila Orti grew up in Lincoln.  Her parents, Sandra Halpern and Guillermo Orti are both native 
Argentineans, and have passed on their Spanish fluency to Camila.  She graduated from Lincoln Southeast 
High School where she was involved with choir, marching band, theatre, soccer and cross country.  Her love 
for performing is what inspired here to pursue a broadcast journalism degree at UNL.  She is on the women’s 
club soccer team and a University Ambassador through the Diversity Enhancement Team.   She is excited to 
continue her path in journalism and was part of a CoJMC student group traveling to India in July.  When she 
isn’t producing news or working , she loves to run, swim and play soccer.  One of her ultimate goals is to 
complete an Ironman triathlon. 
 
     Wayne State College- Wayne 
 
Molly Mayhew is from Lincoln and will be a senior this coming year.  She is a mainstay of video production 
in the Mass Communication program at WSC, and also a staff member of KWSC-FM. She is also an excellent 
still photographer and is a strong example of students prepared to work in converged media. 
 
Mark Vrbicky is from Clarkson, NE and will be a junior this coming year.  He has been Production Director, 
Program Director and General Manager of the campus radio station, KWSC-FM and is active in television and 
video production.  Mark also works at KTCH-KCTY in Wayne. 
 
Riley Van Leeuwen is from Paulina, IA and will be a junior this coming year.  He was KWSC-FM General 
manager in the Spring of 2011 and has served in several other radio director positions.  He is active in 
Television and video production.   He also works at KTCH-KCTY in Wayne 

Scholarships (continued) 

FCC Proceeding Update by Richard R. Zaragoza | Partner   Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP 

The Nebraska Broadcasters Association, joined with the other State Broadcasters Associations, in 
filing Joint Reply Comments in the FCC's Notice of Proposed Rule Making proceeding which is 
considering the reallocation of 120 MHz spectrum from the television industry to the wireless 
industry.  We stated that while we were appreciative of Chairman Genachowski’s remarks before 
the breakfast audience at the NAB Convention and his dialogue at the NAB Convention with the 
Executives of a number of State Associations, we continue to have very serious misgivings about 
the approach being taken by the Commission to remove even more of the spectrum that is used 

for free, local, over-the-air, commercial and noncommercial television broadcasting.  Together we expressed 
the view that the Commission’s spectrum reclamation approach to solving any user congestion challenges that 
the wireless industry may face in the future rests on assumptions that have not been supported and cannot be 
supported at this time.  We demonstrated that the DTV transition is new, ongoing and challenging, and the 
fruits of its public interest potential have yet to be fully realized.  We also pointed out that the Commission’s 
choice of TV spectrum for reclamation is not the necessary product of an independently conducted spectrum 
inventory audit.  Furthermore, we challenged as questionable the Commission’s notion of “voluntary,” in 
connection with its incentive auction proposal, in the absence of legally binding FCC assurances that no 
monetary or non-monetary adverse effect, condition or consequence will befall any station which has not 
agreed to participate in the auction.  Finally, we argued that the Commission’s “problem solving” approach as 
set forth in the NPRM is too regulatory and not sufficiently marketplace-driven.  For those reasons, we urged 
the FCC to hold the proceeding in abeyance until at least (i) a truly independent spectrum inventory has been 
commissioned and the results are made part of the  record for public comment, (ii) the Office of Engineering 

continued on next page 



Page 9 

Update (continued) 

and Technology’s Allotment Optimization Model (“AOM”) is made a part of the record for public comment, and 
(iii) the Commission has issued a legally binding commitment to the effect that no television station will be 
caused to suffer any adverse monetary or non-monetary effect, condition or consequence as a result of 
choosing not to turn in all or a portion of its spectrum via auction or otherwise. 
 
Also, the NBA with many other State Broadcasters Associated filed Joint Comments on Friday, May 25, 2011 
regarding Retransmission Consent, as summarized below: 
 
1.  We are pleased that the FCC has agreed with the position we took in our opposition to the petition for rule 
making filed by the MVPDs, namely that the FCC has no authority to order mandatory interim carriage or to 
force the parties to engage in binding arbitration. 
 
2.  In order to better empower MVPD subscribers to protect themselves in the rare event of a retransmission 
consent negotiating impasse, the FCC should revise its consumer notification rule to make it apply to all 
MVPDs, not just to cable-based MVPDs; to enlarge the advance notice from 30 days to 60 days to give 
consumers more time to evaluate their alternative service options; and to require MVPDs to waive their early 
termination fees where a subscribers gives them notice to terminate in response to a notice from the MVPD 
that it and a television station are at a negotiating impasse and the station will have to be dropped from the 
system. 
 
3.  We oppose, as arbitrary and capricious, the elimination or watering down of the network non-duplication 
and syndicated exclusivity rules because such action would undermine the retransmission consent negotiating 
position and thus rights of television stations. 

July 25-28     NAB Executive Development Seminar, Washington, DC 
 
August 17-18     NBA Convention, Embassy Suites, LaVista  (Omaha) 
 
September 14-16  NAB/RAB Radio Show, Chicago, IL 
 
March 12-14, 2012 2012 State Leadership Conference, Washington, DC 
 
April 16-19, 2012  2012 NAB Show, Las Vegas, NV 
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New Inductees into the NBA Hall of Fame Announced 

Two very recognizable radio personalities are going to be inducted into the Nebraska 
Hall of Fame at the 77th Annual convention in August.   Cathy Blythe morning show 
host on KFOR Radio, Lincoln and Gary Sadlemyer, of the KFAB, Omaha “Good 
Morning Show” will be the latest additions to the illustrious Hall. 
 
Blythe, who started in radio as the KFOR receptionist in 1972, has spent almost 29 
years as co-host of the KFOR morning show.  She has also hosted her own talk 
show, called “Problems & Solutions” since 1992, interviewing both local and national 
experts.  She has written five Problems & Solutions hint books and 27 cookbooks 
with submissions from her listeners.  Her show is now syndicated on other Three 
Eagles sister stations in South Dakota, Iowa and Minnesota. 
 

Cathy has had the great honor of receiving the coveted Marconi Award….considered to be the highest award 
in broadcasting from the National Association of Broadcasters in 2002.  She and morning show partner Ward 
Jacobson both received Marconis in 2005 and she was also in the Top 5 Marconi finalists for Small Market 
Personality of the Year in 2010. 
 
Sadlemyer is also a Nebraska radio legend, having spent the past 34 years at KFAB.  
He hosted the first live talk show in the history of the station, and his work on 
Nebraska football broadcasts on the Nebraska Sports Network form 1980-1995 made 
his name and voice familiar to Husker fans across the country.  He is “ringmaster” of 
KFAB’s popular Good Morning Show and also serves as Program Director for the 
50,000 watt heritage radio station. 
 
After attending Brown Institute in  Minneapolis, he got his first radio job at KRGI in 
Grand Island, Nebraska in 1973.  He did mornings there for three years before getting 
the call from Lyell Bremser and Ken Headrick at KFAB (both NBA Hall of Fame 
members as well.) 
 
He has been immortalized by the Omaha Press Club with their “Face on the Barroom 
Floor” honor, holds forth as the MC of the OPC’s annual Press Club Show and serves on the selection 
committee of the Omaha Salvation Army’s D.J.’s Hero Awards Program. 
 
Both will be honored at the Hall of Fame Banquet, at the Embassy Suites LaVista the evening of August 17, 

2011 during the NBA convention.  
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2011 NBA Convention Schedule (as of 5/25/11) 

Wednesday, August 17, 2011 

Noon-1:30 pm Managers’ Session – Jim Mathis, “Leaders vs. Losers” 

1:45-3:30 pm NBA Legal Session – Scott Flick 

4:00-5:00 pm NBA Annual Business Meeting 

6:00-7:00 pm Hall of Fame Reception 

7:00-8:00 pm Hall of Fame Dinner 

8:15 pm Hall of Fame Induction 

  

Thursday, August 18, 2011 

          

  SBE Programming Sales Other 

9:00 am Eng Fred Jacobs 

“Goin’ Mobile” 
Kennen Williams 

“Make Every Meeting 
Count” 

NAFB 

AG Sales 

Ted Haller 

10:30 am Eng Gabe Hobbs 

“Engaging Audi-
ences – Syndi-
cated Program-
ming” 

Kennen Williams 

“Negotiating Skills – 
Advanced Sales” 

NAB/Gov’t 
Relations 

(Jamie Gillispie/Matt 
Everson 

    

Noon-1:15 pm Lunch – Keynote Address by Tom Osborne 

    

1:30 pm Eng Fred Jacobs 

“60 Promotions 
in 60 minutes” 

Mark Levy-Mike Ma-
hone 

“Revenue Develop-
ment Resources” 

AP/NEWS 

“Court Reporting train-
ing- Sup Ct Heavican” 
  

3:00 pm Eng Gabe Hobbs   AP/News 

Programs 

Barney McCoy 

6:00 pm Awards Reception 

7:00 pm Awards Dinner 

8:00 pm Awards of Excellence Presentation 
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The other day I had a listener that was traveling from Omaha to Kearney call the radio 
station and thank us for the storm coverage we provided. She expressed how much 
this meant to her as she decided to turn around and go back to Omaha and then head 
out in the morning. This kind of response is not new to any of us in radio and 
television business, but it serves as a reminder of how valuable our services are to the 
general public. So many times when our business is hit by naysayers who call over the 
air broadcasting antiquated yet there are thousands and thousands of people who tune 

us in when the weather gets bad. Hmm? Storm coverage is truly our time to shine and show the 
value of over the air broadcasting.    
 
As I’m writing this letter today I’m also getting ready for our spring quarterly board meeting in which 
we have a lot of items to talk about. One item on our agenda is the Annual convention in August. 
This convention is shaping up to be one of our best. We have a great line up of speakers including 
Tom Osborne and seminars for new sales people and those that are more seasoned. I hope that we 
have a good turnout this year at our convention; as the convention committee and Marty have put a 
lot of time into preparing for this two-day event. 
 
On a business note, I want to remind all broadcasters to make sure and order your new EAS boxes in 
order to get the Nebraska Rebate program (Thank You Marty) as you have seen in the e-mail that 
was sent out in May by the NBA. This is a 50% rebate program that our President was able to get for 
our members. To my knowledge no other association has done this sort of thing to help their 
members deal with the expense of this mandatory installment of EAS boxes. 
 
As always it’s a great day to be a Broadcaster and an honor to serve as your Chairman. 

Chairman’s Column by Mark Jensen 

Governor’s Call  In Show Schedule 2011 

 June 13   October 17 
 July 18    November 14  
 August 15    December 12 
 September 12      
      
 All programs scheduled to air at 2 pm Central, 1 pm 
 Mountain time. 
 
 All Governor's Call In shows originate from KFOR, 
 Lincoln and the satellite uplink is provided from the 
 Husker Sports Network.  Schedule is subject to change 
 upon the availability of Governor Heineman. 
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Board Briefs Highlights of the Winter Business Meeting of the Nebraska Broadcasters 
Association, March 24, 2011, Nebraska State Education Association—Lincoln  

NBA Chairman Mark Jensen called the meeting to order at 10:03 a.m. 
 

Financial reports for October, November and December, 2010 were presented by Secretary-
Treasurer Angie Stenger,  along with January and February, 2011.  Stenger also gave a brief 
report on the new balance in the NBA Foundation account, which has grown significantly due 
to investment results and through efforts by Past Chairman Chuck Schwartz to procure new 

pledges and contributions.  (See March, 2011 Modulator for a complete list of donors). 
 

The 2011 Hall of Fame inductees were chosen by the board.  The new inductees are Cathy Blythe of Three Eagles 
Communications, Lincoln (KFOR) and Gary Sadlemyer, Clear Channel Omaha (KFAB).  (Please see accompanying 
article for more).  The new inductees will be honored at the annual Hall of Fame banquet on August 17 at the NBA 
Convention in Omaha. 
 

The board decided that Hall of Fame presentations may not be in a video format, but that nominations and 
advocates will be invited to attend the meeting to make presentations. 
 

Government Relations-  President Riemenschneider reviewed the list of items that the association has been 
involved with at the Congressional level and Chairman Jensen reviewed the recent Hill Visits to Washington during 
the NAB Leadership Conference.  He also discussed some Nebraska legislation, particularly LB126 and LB501 that 
had been killed in committee. 
 

Member Services-  Riemenschneider noted that very view stations had taken advantage of the Paid Internship 
program and encouraged more stations to participate.  Other services included the EEO Scholarship program for 
2011-2012, Alternative Inspection and Legal Hotline Updates. 
 

Regarding the ongoing scholarships to UNO, UNK and UNL, the board opted to renew those again for 2011 and 
voted to add a $2,000 scholarship to Wayne State College for their broadcast department.  Other colleges are also 
being considered for future scholarships. 
 

Three webinars are in the works for member stations, including one on television spectrum, EAS and License 
Renewal. 
 

Riemenschneider also reported that he was serving on the Nebraska EAS committee and that there might be a 
$400,000 matching grant from NEMA (Nebraska Emergency Management Agency) to help offset the cost of 
purchasing the new CAP Compliant EAS encoders/decoders  (see separate article). 
 

29 Radio and Television Stations had signed up for the new P1 Selling system, an on line sales training system 
which is free to members in good standing. 
 

New NCSA/PEP programs were about to start, with the College Savings Plan being renewed after being on hiatus 
since the end of 2010 and the Nebraska Early Childhood Development program (First Five Nebraska) starting on 
March 28. 
 

2011 Convention plans were disclosed (see article) and after some discussion, it was decided to leave the Awards 
of Excellence Competition as it has been the past few years. 
 

Chairman Jensen expressed his desire to see the NBA procure its own building to office the association or to 
procure some reduction in price in the current location. 
 

David Kelly  reported that finding qualified engineers is becoming an issue.  The board suggested that the NBA 
office keep on file a list of available contract engineers and to begin to gather information regarding the possibility 
of offering a scholarship for an engineering student. 
 

As has been the custom, the board adjourned for lunch to dine with Gov. Dave Heineman at the Governor’s 
Mansion.   Following the board meeting, the annual Legislative Reception was held from 5-7pm. 


