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Lesson Number: 65 

Subject: Grade 12 History 
Term: 1 
Week: 9   Lesson Number: 65 
Date: __/__/ 2021 
Unit: 12.1 Decolonization and independence 
Topic 1: Background – early stages of decolonization 
Learning Outcome 
1. Identify and discuss the causes of and reasons for the decline of European 

powers in Africa, Asia and the Pacific 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Introduction 
In lesson 65, we continue on our look at the above topic and specifically focus on the 
reasons for the decline of European empires. Again, a supplementary resource text 
is given below. 
 
Instructions 
In your Lecture Book, copy the Header above. Make sure your handwriting is neat 
and legible. (I will be checking your Lecture Book when you return to school). 
 
Resource 
Study the information below and answer the practice exercise. (You can also copy it) 

The end of the European empires 
At the end of the Second World War in 1945, the nations of Europe still claimed ownership of 
vast areas of the rest of the world, particularly in Asia and Africa. The European countries that 
were still dominant in the race of colonising these vast areas of the world were;  
i) Britain  
ii) France and  
(iii) Other important dominant powers.  
 
i) Britain’s empire was the largest in area. In Asia these consisted of India, Burma, Ceylon, 
Malaya, enormous tracts of Africa and many assorted islands including other territories such 
as Cyprus, Hong Kong, the West Indies, the Falklands and Gibraltar. Eventually, Britain was 
prepared to grant independence when it was felt that these individual territories were ready 
for it. Most of these new states retained a link with Britain by becoming members of the British 
Commonwealth.  
 
ii) France had the second largest empire, with territories in Africa, Indo-China and the East 
Indies. In addition, Britain and France still held land in the Middle East taken from Turkey at 
the end of the First World War. Britain held Transjordan and Palestine and France kept Syria 
and Lebanon. These were known as ‘mandated’ territories, which meant that Britain and 
France were expected to ‘look after’ them and prepare them for independence.  
  
iii) Other important empires were those of Holland (Dutch East Indies) Belgium (Congo and 
Ruanda Urundi), Portugal (Angola, Mozambique and Guinea), Spain (Spanish Sahara, Ifni, 
Spanish Morocco and Spanish Guinea) and Italy (Libya, Somalia and Eritrea).  
 
Over the next 30 years, remarkable changes took place; by 1975 most of these colonial 
territories had gained their independence. In some places, as in the Dutch and French 
colonies, they had to fight for it against determined European resistance. The problems 
involved were often complex; in India there were bitter religious differences to resolve, in other 
areas there were tensions amongst various ethnic groups, at times, leading to vicious clashes 
between these ethnic groups, resulting in genocide attempts, and refugees fleeing for their 
lives as in Nigeria and Rwanda. In other areas – Algeria, Kenya, Tanganyika, Uganda and 
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Rhodesia – large numbers of whites had settled, and they were relentlessly hostile to 
independence which would place them under black rule. 
 
Why did the European powers give up their empires?  
There are several reasons why the European powers were no longer able to hold on to their 
positions of dominance after the war. These reasons can be categorised under three main 
points.  
(a) Nationalist Movements  
(b) The effects of the Second World War  
(c) Outside pressures 
 
(Source: Gr 12.Module 1.pdf. (2017). Flexible, Open Distance Education. Department of 
Education. (Pages 17-21)) 

 
Practice Exercise 2 
 
Copy the questions into your exercise book and answer. 
 
1. Copy the notes above. 

 
2. Answer these questions; 

a) Which were two dominant European empires by the end of WW2? 
b) Name the other minor European empires. 
c) The gaining of independence was most territories and colonies after WW2 

was not an easy task. What were some of the reasons? 
d) What are the three main reasons for the decline of European empires? 

 
 
 


