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CORNSAY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
At a meeting of Cornsay Parish Council held on Wednesday, 28th October, 2015, at 7.00pm, in the 
Community Hall, Hamsteels Estate, Esh Winning. 
 

Present: Councillor B Armstrong (in the Chair) 
and Councillors J Armstrong, FS Duggan, K Duggan, R Makepeace and L McKendrick 

and County Councillor J Chaplow 
 
57. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
Apologies for absence was received from County Councillors D Bell and A Bonner. 
 
58. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST/REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 
Councillors FS Duggan and Makepeace declared an interest in Minute 65(d) as Trustees of the 
Hamsteels Community Hall Association.  
 
59. REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
County Councillors reported on the following items: 
 

 The Lumiere event would be taking place in Durham in November. 
 An announcement had been made in relation to devolution of powers to the North East, with 

£30m per year being made available across the seven local authorities.  This money would be 
used for skills and training and transport amongst other things.  Consultation with residents 
would take place shortly.  

 Terry Collins, currently the Director of Neighbourhood Services, had been appointed as the 
new Chief Executive of the County Council.  The salary for the post had been reduced to 
£185,000. 

 The County Council had reviewed its Council Tax Support Scheme, which would be 
unchanged for the forthcoming year.  

 The Government’s comprehensive spending review was to be announced on 25th November, 
which would impact on local government finance.  
 

Resolved: That the report be noted.  
 
60. MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the meeting held on 30th September, 2015, were confirmed as a correct record and 
signed by the Chairman. 
 
61. MATTERS ARISING 
 
Minute 51(a)(iii) - The Clerk reported that this payment had not been made as Artis Consulting 

  had prepared a revised schedule of payments to reflect progress on the  
  project.  

Minute 55 - The Clerk reported that it had become apparent that a larger area of roof than 
  anticipated was in need of repair.  A further quotation had been received from 
  the supplier and the matter was in the hands of the insurance company.  

  
62. FINANCIAL REPORT 

 
(a) Agreement was given for the payment of: 

 
(i) £231.03 to Mr D Walker in respect of Clerk’s wages for October. 
(ii) £57.60 to HMRC in respect of PAYE for October.  
(iii) £660.00 to Artis Consulting in respect of quantity surveying services. 
(iv) £1,093.00 to Makepeace Landscapes in respect of grounds maintenance and 

planters. 
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(v) £110.00 to Cornsay Village Residents Association in respect of play areas. 
 

(b) Cheques issued:  
  
(i) 30th Sep 2015 £ 193.85 Clerk’s wages    No. 794 
(ii) 30th Sep 2015 £ 48.60 HMRC     No. 795 
(iii) 30th Sep 2015 £ 360.00 BDO LLP     No. 796 
(iv) 30th Sep 2015 £ 85.76 Petty Cash    No. 798 
(v) 30th Sep 2015 £ 70.00 TRACC     No. 800 

 
(c) Cash at Bank: 

 
Northern Rock  £39,873.38 
Barclays  £5,316.23 
Barclays (Savings) £22,095.24 
Unity Trust  £2,830.80 

 
63. CORRESPONDENCE 
 

(a) Mid Durham Parish 
Councils Committee 

- Agenda and papers for the next meeting to be held on 21st 
November, 2015. 
Resolved: That the information be noted.  
 

(b) Safe Durham 
Partnership 

- Information received in relation to the bonfire strategy for 2015. 
Resolved: That the information be noted. 
 

(c) CDALC - Details of results of election which had taken place at the 
AGM.  
Resolved: That the information be noted. 
 

(d) Durham County Council - Detailed received in relation to National Tree Week 2015. 
Resolved: That the information be noted 
 

(e) Durham County Council - Details received of consultation on changes to the Home to 
School Transport Policy.  
Resolved: That the information be noted 

 
64. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
There were no planning applications for consideration.  
 
65. HAMSTEELS COMMUNITY CENTRE 
 

(a) Update on progress 
 
A meeting had taken place with the Architect and Quantity Surveyor on 21st October to discuss 
progress and next steps.  
 
The tender review report had been submitted to the Big Lottery and all that remained outstanding at 
present was completion of the legal formalities.   
 

(b) Deed of Dedication 
 
The Clerk reported that it was necessary to enter into a deed of dedication with the Big Lottery to 
register the Lottery’s interest in the land and new building which was the subject of the grant.  
 
The Council’s solicitor had drafted the deed, but approval from the Lottery’s solicitor was still awaited 
before the deed could be executed on behalf of the Council.  It was hoped that the deed would be 
engrossed ready for execution within the next week or so.  
 

(c) Transfer of existing activities 
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Discussions had taken place with all existing user groups in relation to transferring their activities to 
an alternative venue while construction was taking place.  In order to allow sufficient time for the 
building to be emptied and asbestos surveys to be undertaken, the building would close on Friday 
13th November.  
 

(d) Existing lease 
 
The existing building was subject to a Lease to Hamsteels Community Hall Association.  The Lease 
had previously expired, however the Association was holding over on the terms of the Lease.  
 
The Lottery required confirmation that the Council would have vacant possession of the building so 
that works could be carried out in due course.  The Community Hall Association had confirmed in 
writing that the Lease would be surrendered and the Council’s solicitor was to draft a deed of 
surrender to be signed on behalf of the Council and the Association.  
 
The Association would be vacating the building by Friday 20th November. 
 

(e) Asbestos survey 
 
Prior to any demolition works being undertaken, it was necessary to have an asbestos survey carried 
out.  This had previously been discussed at the time of the development of the Stage 3 Lottery 
application, however, as the building would be unfit for continued use after the survey had been 
undertaken, it had been agreed to defer it at that stage.  
 
It was now necessary, however, to make arrangements for the survey to be carried out in anticipation 
of construction works commencing.  The Clerk had been in contact with Lucion Environmental, who 
had been approached in relation to undertaking the survey earlier in the year, and they had agreed to 
honour their quotation from that time of £620.00.  
 

(f) Appointment of contractor 
 
The tender process for the new building had been undertaken during the summer and details or 
returned tenders reported to the Council in July.  
 
The tenders had been assessed by the Council’s Quantity Surveyor, who had also prepared a tender 
review report for the Lottery.  Although the Lottery’s approval to appoint the contractor was required, 
the QS had recommended acceptance of the tender submitted by WJM Quigley Ltd in the sum of 
£537,215.00. 
 
Resolved: (i) That report be noted. 
(ii) That the Council enter into a deed of surrender with the Hamsteels Community Hall Association in 
relation to the existing lease.  
(iii) That Lucion Environmental be instructed to undertake the appropriate asbestos survey.  
(iv) That the Council be minded to accept the tender submitted by WJM Quigley, subject to Lottery 
approval and permission to award.  
(v) That the Council would cover the reasonable costs of packaging materials for the storage of 
goods from the existing building.  
 
66. DRAW WELL 
 
The Clerk reported that he had discussed the matter of the Draw Well further with the Conservation 
Officer at Durham County Council and drawn to her attention the issue of ownership.  
 
As a way forward, it had been suggested that a quotation be obtained from a company specialising in 
repairs to historic buildings to identify what works were required and to give an indication of costs.  A 
quotation could be obtained at no cost, following which potential funding opportunities could be 
investigated  
 
Discussion took place in relation to the location of the Draw Well which was on Parish Council land in 
the event that anything untoward were to happen to it, and how best it should be dealt with.  
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Resolved: That a quotation be obtained in relation to works required to the Draw Well.  
 
 
 

The Meeting closed at 7.55 pm 
 
Signed as a correct record: 
 
Chairperson 
 

……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 

Clerk ……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 
 


