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Scribblings 

 

Welcome to 2015. The Northants Branch has seen a substantial increase in membership over the 
last twelve months, and also seen a significant increase in the number of people turning up to club 
nights. I regret to say that I haven’t yet been able to put many names to all the new faces so please 
don’t feel insulted if I ask you who you are (and if you’re not already aware, my hearing is 
compromised by tinnitus so if I appear to be ignoring you the probability is that I just haven’t heard 
what you said!).  

At the 7th January club night we managed to fill in a lot of dates in the calendar of events at The 
Crown, for displays at local shows and for runs out to various other clubs in the area. No doubt a few 
other runs out will be arranged, either on weeknights or at weekends during the day. If there’s any 
place that you think would be a good destination please let one of the committee know in time for the 
next committee meeting towards the end of February. 

The Archives section of the Branch website now includes all issues of the newsletter from January 
2011 onwards. The archive also includes the March 1987 issue, which documented the first 10 years 
of the Branch’s existence. As we have all the other newsletters from 1980 onwards as hardcopies it 
is intended that many of the articles from these will be resurrected and added to the website – a 
taster appears in the “From the Archives” section on page 6.  

If you haven’t studied the front page cartoon closely have another look. The Triumph is the last of 
three wishes and it would seem that the genie misunderstood the first two as well.  

 
33 Argyle Street, St.James, Northampton NN5 5LJ  

Tel: 01604-582468 e-mail: Sarge@SargeNorthampton.demon.co.uk 

New Members 

The branch membership continues to increase. Would you please extend a welcome to these people 
who have joined since the November newsletter was published: 

Steve Baker of Rushden 

Alan Blackman of Bedford 

Steve Brooks of Northampton 

Matthew Harmer of Burton Latimer 

Sean Jennings of Buckingham 

Cliff Jones of Baldock 

Eric Peskett of Higham Ferrers 

Jason Pinnock of Irthlingborough 

Stuart Quick of Northampton 

Melvyn Saunders of Wymington 

Simon Warriner of Geddington 

Barrie Williams of Buckingham 
 

We look forward to seeing you all out one of our branch events. 

 

 

2002: Parked up in Coventry after the Triumph 
Centenary Ride.  

If you can’t see many old Triumphs in this picture it’s 
because any that might leak oil had to be parked in 
an area away from the paving blocks. 



 

Northants Branch Events List 

 

Non-club members are welcome at all events unless specifically marked otherwise. Listen out for 
details at club nights, or check with committee members beforehand in case of short-notice 
alterations/cancellations. Except where indicated, club nights start at 8pm.  

Events 

Wed 21st Jan Club Night at the Crown. The Bowling night that was intended for this date 
has been postponed. We hope to reschedule it for later in the year. 

Thu 29th Jan Tiger 800 Launch Night at Pure Triumph, Wellingborough from 6.30pm. We 
will have a stand there and we need some volunteers to man it. 

Wed 4th Feb Club Night at The Crown. Quiz Night with questions by Sarge 

Wed 18th Feb Club Night at The Crown. Ladies’ Night 

Wed 4th Mar Club Night at the Crown 

Sat 14th Mar Annual Branch Dinner at Overstone Manor, Ecton Lane, Sywell. See page 
5. 

Wed 18th Mar Northants Branch Annual General Meeting. At The Crown. See agenda 
on page 7. 

Wed 1st Apr Club Night at The Crown 

Fri-Sun 10th-12th Apr Triumph Owners National Rally at Wild Goose Lodge, Slimbridge, 
Gloucesteshire. Details should appear in Nacelle shortly. We are looking at 
booking group accommodation for Northants Branch members. 

Sun 12th Apr TOMCC National AGM. Wild Goose Lodge, Slimbridge, Gloucesteshire. 
Agenda will be posted to all members with Nacelle. 

Wed 15th Apr Club Night at The Crown 

Sat-Sun 25th-26th Apr Stafford International Classic Motorcycle Show 

Sat-Mon 2nd-4th May Branch Display: Rushden Historic Vehicle Cavalcade. If you wish to put 

your machine on the Triumph Owners stand you must book via Phil Short. 

 

Later in the year we intend put on a display of Triumphs at these events:  

Sun-Mon 25th-25th May Lamport Hall Festival of Country Life 

Sat 13th Jun Daventry Motorcycle Festival 

Sun 12th Jul Jack’s Hill Café Ton-Up Day 

Sat-Sun 1st-2nd Aug East Carlton Transport Gala 

Sat 8th Aug Stilton Motorcycle Show (Peterborough TOMCC event) 

Sun 16th Aug Brackley Festival of Motorcycling 

Sat 22nd Aug Northants Bike Show, Chelveston 

Sat-Sun 26th-27th Sep Pistons & Props, Sywell Airfield 

If you would like to display your Triumph at one or more of these please contact Phil Barton (some of 
them are classic orientated so we could do with more pre-1990 bikes). 

For some shows we take a gazebo in which store helmets, shelter from the sun (or rain), and so on. 
The member who previously looked after this is stepping down so we could do with one or more 
volunteers to a) find space in their garage to store it; and b) to transport it to/from the various events. 
Contact Phil Barton if you can help out.



 

Northants Branch Info and News 

 

Branch HQ:  

The Crown, Senwick Road, Wellingborough, NN8 1NJ. The pub is on the south-east side of 
Wellingborough, a 5 minute ride from the A45 and the southern section of the A509. It’s only a few 
hundred yards away from Pure Triumph, so if you know where the dealer’s showroom is our HQ will 
be easy to find. 
 
Meetings are held on the 1st & 3rd Wednesdays of each month, starting at 8pm. Please park 
motorcycles in that section of the car park to the right of the pub’s front door. 
 

The Branch on the Internet: 
 
Our website can be found at: www.northantstomcc.org.uk. Most pages are public but there is one 
small section that is restricted to branch members only, accessed via the password that is advised 
separately.  

We are always looking for new articles and photos to add to it. If you have anything suitable please e-
mail the webmaster: webmaster@northantstomcc.org.uk 

We also now have Facebook page – if you have a Facebook profile search for “TOMCC Northants”. 

 

Pure Triumph:  

Our local Triumph dealer is based at The Embankment, Wellingborough, NN8 1LD. The company’s 
website can be found at www.puretriumph.co.uk.  

On production of a current Triumph Owners membership card, Pure Triumph at 
Wellingborough will give a 10% discount on the following items: Clothing, Oxford Products, 
Helmets, Oil products, Labour on Servicing. 

Links: 

Triumph Owners MCC national website: www.tomcc.org 

The club also has a page on Facebook; search for “Triumph Owners' Motor Cycle Club” 

British Motorcyclists Federation: www.bmf.co.uk  

Triumph Motorcycles: www.triumphmotorcycles.co.uk  

 

Bike Nights in Northamptonshire: 

Jack’s Hill Café Bike Night, A5 north of Towcester: First Friday of each month. 
www.jackshillcafe.co.uk  

Earls Barton Classic Car and Bike Meet, Whites Nurseries, Clay Lane: Last Wednesday of each 
month April-September. www.classicbikemeet.co.uk  

Billing Bike Night, Billing Garden Village, The Causeway, Great Billing. Every Wednesday from April. 
www.allseasonscafe.co.uk  

AJs Diner Bike Night, 141 Leyland Trading Estate, Irthlingborough Road, Wellingborough: Every 
Thursday 7pm-10pm. www.ajsdiner.co.uk (N.B. the website is a bit out of date at the moment) 
  

http://www.northantstomcc.org.uk/
mailto:webmaster@northantstomcc.org.uk
http://www.puretriumph.co.uk/
http://www.tomcc.org/
http://www.bmf.co.uk/
http://www.triumphmotorcycles.co.uk/
http://www.jackshillcafe.co.uk/
http://www.classicbikemeet.co.uk/
http://www.allseasonscafe.co.uk/
http://www.ajsdiner.co.uk/


 

Northants Branch Info and News 

 

Mods & Rockers at Santa Pod:  

Over the weekend of 21st-23rd August the VW Action event will be taking place at Santa Pod, which is 
one of the biggest VW enthusiast shows in the world. Each year they like to have a special theme for 
the Saturday and this year it’s “Mods & Rockers”, for which they want suitable motorcycles and 
scooters on display. This clashes with the Northants Bike Show at Chelveston and the branch has 
decided to support the Chelveston event as it is open to machines of all ages, whereas VW Action is 
looking for machines of the period. 

The East Northants Classic Club and the local branch of the AJS/Matchless Owners will be going to 
Santa Pod, so if you have a Triumph from the 1950s or 1960s and would like to join in contact Matt 
Embleton at the ENCC via matt@wcf.eclipse.co.uk. Each rider will get a free weekend pass so you 
can take in the whole show. 

 

Old Crash Helmets Wanted: 

If you have an old full-face crash helmet lying, unwanted, in the corner of your garage this is for you: 

I have just returned from a training course today in First Aid. I am a fire brigade instructor and we 
were discussing the way forward. 

One of the issues that arose is that we need more motorcycle helmets to allow trainees to properly 
practice helmet removal for airway & C-spine management of crash victims. 

We want to be able to place one helmet on each of our 22 stations for ongoing training purposes. We 
already have a few (we are investigating exactly how many). 

It occurred to me that I could beg your assistance to approach the members of the various clubs you 
are in contact with or run, and ask them to donate any unwanted second hand full face helmets for us 
to utilise in training. The only important feature is that they are full-face. 

Aidan J Phillips J.P. 

aidan.phillips@ntlworld.com  

Mobile: 07825-045117 

 

Off To France: 

Paul Anderson, Neil Wooding and Geoff Davies, and their wives, are planning a week’s holiday on 
the other side of the Channel in early June. If you fancy joining them on the trip to Beziers in the 
south of France please e-mail Paul at paul.l.anderson@btinternet.com, or talk to him at the next club 
night. 

 

Branch Dinner: 

Our annual dinner will be on Saturday 14th March at Overstone Manor, Ecton Lane, Sywell. It will be 
the same format as last year: pay for your own choice from the 2 for a £10 menu, with a large 
selection to choose from.  

Arrive 7pm for proceedings to start at 7.30pm. Tables of 6-8 people in a reserved area, with a team 
leader selected from each table to look after orders and cash.  

There will be a quiz to keep you entertained. We will also be holding a raffle in aid of the local Air 
Ambulance and it would be appreciated if you could donate a prize.  

This must be pre-booked so if you want to come along give your name to Les Barras as soon as 
possible. Non-members welcome.  

 

mailto:matt@wcf.eclipse.co.uk
mailto:aidan.phillips@ntlworld.com
mailto:paul.l.anderson@btinternet.com


 

From the Archives 

This is an extract written by Bob Miller about his early motorcycling. An Excelsior Autocycle was 
followed by a Corgi Scooter, which caused him a bit of trouble. We now take up the story… 

I soon tired of all this (the Corgi) and began to save a deposit on a REAL motorcycle. 

I was forbidden by my parents to ride this huge and powerful machine in traffic, so I had to get up at 
dawn to have a practice round the lanes before pedalling into town to work on my bicycle. Very 
boring. This fire-breathing machine, that so frightened my mother with its awesome power, was a 
1955 DMW powered by a 197cc Villiers engine. My mother was also scared of lawnmowers, vacuum 
cleaners, and telephones. With this machine I at last really became a motorcyclist, travelling far afield 
at weekends on fishing expeditions. Happy are my memories of this period of my life. Glorious early 
morning rides through the countryside with nobody to say "You can't fish here, son, it's private.” when 
you reached your final destination. 

The complete story, together with some photographs that Bob has lent us, should soon appear in the 
Archives section of the branch website. 

On the left, some of the branch 
contingent at Midsummer Meadow, 
Northampton in 1982 at the end of 
a MAG protest run. 

Standing: Helen Thompson and 
Mike Thompson (no relations). 
Sitting: Shirley Wright, Ian Wright 
and Bob Midmer. 

Note that the flag says Northampton 
instead of Northants, that being the 
original name of the branch in 1977. 
The name was changed to 
Northants in 1982 to reflect the 
increasing proportion of the 
membership living outside the town. 

 

 

When the workers sit-in at Meriden was taking 
place during 1973-74 it halted production of the 
Trident at Small Heath. This was because many of 
the parts for the triple were produced at the 
Meriden factory. 

NVT managed to re-tool at Small Heath during 
1974, leading to this advert appearing in the 
various motorcycle magazines. 

 At this point in time NVT owned four factories at: 
Wolverhampton, Small Heath, Meriden and 
Andover; with a plan to concentrate motorcycle 
manufacture at the first two. Bad management, 
union militancy, government machinations and 
asset stripping led to the death of NVT. It also led 
to the formation of a cash-strapped Meriden 
workers co-operative that limped on until 1983. 

The demise of Meriden did however result in the 
formation of the new company at Hinckley, which 
has once again made Triumph a top name in 
motorcycling around the world. 



 

Northants Branch 2015 Annual General Meeting 

The 39th Annual General Meeting of the Northants Branch of the Triumph Owners M.C.C. will take 
place on Wednesday 18th March at The Crown, Senwick Road, Wellingborough. All members are 
asked to attend.  

The meeting will start at 8.30pm.  

Agenda  

1. Chairman to open the meeting and take apologies.  

2. Minutes of the previous meeting* and matters arising.  

3. Executive Officers’ Reports:  

 a) Secretary  

 b) Treasurer  

 c) Chairman  

4. Election of Officers:  

 a) Chairman  

 b) Secretary  

 c) Treasurer  

 d) P.R.O.  

 e) Scribe  

 f) Runs Captain  

 g) Membership Secretary  

 h) General Purpose Officers  

5. Election of Branch Auditor  

6. Election of Branch Honorary Members  

7. Presentation of Awards:  

 a) Triumph Trophy (for general attendance by a full member)  

 b) Navigator Trophy (for general attendance by an associate member)  

 c) Triumph Rider’s Trophy (for attendance by a full member on a Triumph)  

 d) Club Person of the Year  

 e) The Double Digit  

8. Propositions (taken from the floor or, preferably, in writing in advance)  

9. Any Other Business  

 

Notes:  

All Officers posts are open for nominations (self-nomination is permitted) and may be filled by any 
Branch Member. Any Branch Member may put forward propositions. All nominations and propositions 
must have a seconder.  

7a, 7b and 7c are awarded by points accumulated throughout the year. 7d is awarded by vote of 
members present on the night.  

Copies of the current Branch rules and constitution may be obtained from Ian Sargent. 

* The minutes of last year’s AGM were published in the May 2014 newsletter. They can also be 
found in the Members area of the Documents section on the branch website. 


