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NEW EEO -POE-lCy IN EFFEeil

As expected, the FCC has strengthened its EEO standards
effective April 1, 1980. EEO programs of stations with five

to ten full time employees will be reviewed if minority and/
or women are not employed on the full time staff at a ratio

of 50% of their local work force availability, and 25% must
be in the top four job categories (officials and managers,
professionals, technicians and sales workers). The Equal
Employment Opportunity programs of stations employing eleven
or more full time employees will be reviewed if minority
groups and/or women are not employed, overall and in the top
four job categories, at a ratio of at least 50% of their
availability in the work force. The stations having 50 or
more full time employees will have their EEO programs reviewed
as a matter of course. Stations with fewer than five full

time employees are still exempt from filing a written EEO
program but they must nevertheless follow policies of non-
discrimination and affirmative action. The big change occurs
for stations with eleven or more full time people. Those
stations must now attain a 50-50 ratio rather than the former

50-25 ratio. The local work force figure for each county is
available from the Nebraska Department of Labor.  A percentage
figure for minorities and/or j^omen - thal:^-Gona.titnJ-^<^ tha tota-l—

aWiTable” work force in your city or county is the basis upon
which your EEO program must be founded. The offices of the
Nebraska Broadcasters Association has this data available and

will give the information to you. Contact us if we can be of
help.
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HANDICAP NOT INCLUDED IN THE FCC EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
ORDER

In a report and order adopted by the Federal Communications
Commission, the commissioners concluded that the FCC*s EEO

program does not reach to include the handicapped.
FCC voted to limit its EEO activities to minorities and women.

Although we have

While the

the Commission made the following statement;
determined that it is inadvisable to include handicapped persons
in our existing EEO rules, the model EEO program, or as a Form

395 category, we are taking meaningful action to aid the handi
capped in having their needs met and their legal rights protected.

As we observed when we first considered the matter of EEO

more than a decade ago, an established violation of law

clearly raises a question as to an applicant's qualifications
to be a broadcast licensee. 13 F.C.C.2d at 768-769 (1968).

We announce our intention, as suggested in the Los Angeles
_  renewal cjLses/_,to consider a finding ofL illegal discrimination

on the basis of handicap made by any federal, state 6rMother
governmental agency designated by law to make such a determi
nation, or such finding made by any court of competent juris
diction, as bearing on the character of an applicant for a
broadcast license. Our consideration will be made in accord

ance with our normal procedures as to character issues."
Commissioner Joseph R. Fogerty, in a separate statement,
reluctantly joined the majority and made these comments:
", . , I believe it is particularly important to emphasize
that the Commission is not ignoring the needs and legal rights
of the handicapped as they relate to our regulatory respon
sibilities and mission. We have a clear duty to consider a

finding of illegal discrimination against the handicapped made
by a competent authority as reflecting adversely on the
character of broadcast license applicants."

NAB WASHINGTON MEETING HELD

Ken Elkins and Mike Boyle attended the NAB State Association
Presidents and Executive Directors Conference in Washington,

D.C. February 27 to February 29. The first day of the con
ference was spent visiting with Neb3?aska * s congress4Ph^l ,,
delegation. All five of our representatives were keenly aware
of the issues which.are of interest to Nebraska broadcasters.

We are truly fortunate to be represented by Senators Ed

Zorinsky and Jim Exon, and Representatives Doug Bemieter, John
Cavanaugh and Virginia Smith. Their common-sense approach to
radio deregulation, performers royalties, financial disclosure
and other issues is appreciated. Elkins and Boyle attended a

formal briefing at the Federal Communications Commission.
Chairman Charlie Ferris and Broadcast Bureau Chief Richard

Shiben met broadcasters with Jim Hulbert, NAB Senior Vice

President, moderating. License renewal procedures and other

issues were discussed. Shiben talked of a proposal brewing at
the FCC which would have all broadcasters file a short form

renewal application with 5% to 10% of the filings being audited
on site. The audit would be an intensive on site review with

EEO and programming being closely scrutinized. Nothing
definite proposed - only being considered! Erwin Krasnow,
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General Counsel for NAB, speculated the FCC will start to

regulate through tighter enforcement of EEO programs, and

similar indirect influences. A press conference with Jody
Powell was held at the close of the conference. Powell

declined to speculate on the prospects of Commissioner
Quello's reappointment and answered questions ranging from

energy to the Olympic boycott. It was a useful trip which

was highlighted by the fine hospitality and friendship
extended by our congressional delegation.

NBA FILES RADIO DEREGULATION COMMENTS

At its February meeting, the NBA Board of Directors voted to

file comments supporting the radio deregulation proposal before
the FCC. The full text of the comments follows:

The Nebraska Broadcasters Association ("NBA") has

as its members virtually all of the AM and FM
radio station broadcasters in the state.

NBA speaks for its members in supporting the
adoption of radio deregulation as contained in
the proposed rulemaking before the Federal
Communications Commission.

Our support of the deregulation of radio is based
on the changes which have taken place in the
radio broadcasting industry since the passage of
the 1934 Communications Act making radio broad
casting a highly competitive industry. For
example, the number of operating radio stations
has multiplied nearly fifteen times since 1934.
The rapid growth of FM stations is another factor
which has made radio broadcasting the healthy and
competitive business it is today. Competition,
truly, is the market force which is bringing to
America high quality programming and diversified
listening formats on our nation's radio stations.
It is the listening habits and preferences of our
audience which moves us to offer the programming
which meets their needs. Should we fail to

respond to audience likes and dislikes another
broadcaster will fill the void and will take the

revenue. Market forces dictate our decisions.

And it is from this perspective that we view
radio deregulation as being in everyone's best
interests.

Non-entertainment Programming

Radio broadcasters are not forced to provide non
entertainment programming or air-time to religious
or charitable groups. There are no program mini-
mums that require such programming. Rather, it is
our sense of civic responsibility and the desire
of our listeners which moves us to provide air-time
to religious and charitable groups. It is our duty,
then, which accounts for the high percentage of
broadcast time devoted to non-entertainment pro
gramming .



Ascertainment

Because broadcasters must be aware of community-
problems and needs, ascertainment has become a
needless exercise,

state are actively involved in their communities
working to solve problems. Frankly, ascertainment
adds nothing to our perception or knowledge of the
shortcomings of our cities and rural

part of our communities and we want to improve the
quality of life for ourselves and for the people
with whom we live.

Commercial Material

Radio Broadcasters across the

areas. We are

Consumers and advertisers set the amount of
cial matter which is acceptable on Nebraska's radio
airwaves. It seems quite simple, consumers will
not listen to radio stations which broadcast
excessive number of commercials;
not place their advertisements with a station that
airs too many commercials. Once again, the market
place sets the standard, not a percentage established
by the Federal Communications Commission.

commer-

an

advertisers will

Program Logs

Program logs which record a station's non-entertainment
programming and commercial practices could be elimi
nated should the non-entertainment programming and
commercial practices requirements be eliminated
through the proposed rulemaking,
matter, however, broadcasters need logs of some kind
to keep adequate records of daily broadcast activity.
Only logs showing proper technical operation should
be required, though.

As a practical

In conclusion, the Nebraska Broadcasters Associa

tion supports the proposed rulemaking regarding
radio deregulation before the Commission,
proposal is in keeping with President Carter's
efforts to prevent over-regulation,
proposal makes imminent good

In addition to the filing made by the NBA, Nebraskans who
filed comments favoring the FCC proposal include:
Pentz-McBride, KGFW and KFAB.
the FCC.

The

And the

sense.

Jana

Thanks to all who wrote to

BOB THOMAS ELECTED

Bob Thomas, WJAG/KEXL, Norfolk, was elected to a two-year term
on the Radio Board of the NAB from District 10.
office in June, 1980.

Bob takes

Congratulations, Bob I



BROADCAST NEWS MEETING TO BE HELD IN OMAHA

The Nebraska Broadcast News Conference is scheduled for

April 25-26 in Omaha. Pre-conference activities include the

Omaha Press Club Scholarship Luncheon at Cascio's Restaurant.
Former Omahan, Mike Moran, Public Relations Director for the

Olympics, will speak. From 3:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m
Convention registration desk will be open at the Granada
Royale Hometel, 72nd and Mercy Road. A cocktail hour will be
held from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the Granada. Downtown at the

Press Club, a western buffet at $9.50 per person will start

at 8:00 p.m. No speakers, except for the sound equipment of a

bluegrass group which will play until closing. Then the work

shop opens Saturday morning at 9:00 a.m. at the Granada Royale.
Subjects scheduled include "Newsroom - Management Relations"
with NBA President Ken Elkins, Jack Hogan, President-Elect of

RTNDA, Dick Chapin, Past President of the NBA participating.
The fourth participant is the National President-Elect of APB.
"Broadcasting from the Courts" is a mock trial with two

attorneys arguing in favor of cameras and microphones in the
courtroom and two attorneys arguing against. The judge at

the "trial" is Nebraska Supreme Court Chief Justice, Norman
Krivosha.

include:

Techniques", "Time Management" and "Stress". Following
separate business meetings of the sponsoring organizations,
a buffet luncheon sponsored by the NBA will begin at 12:15.
The Associated Press Broadcasters Awards will be presented
at the buffet. Afternoon workshops (repeating the morning
program) will be followed by a cocktail hour at the Granada
and an 8:00 p.m. dinner at Ross' Steakhouse. Convention
registration at $30.00 per person includes the Saturday
luncheon and dinner,

is $39.00 per night, single or double,
the workshops at no charge,
to the Associated Press.

Nebraska Broadcast News Conference, P. 0. Box 838 Downtown
Station, Omaha, NE 68101. Sponsors, Nebraska Associated
Press Broadcasters, Nebraska Broadcast News Association and
Radio-Television News Directors Association, have planned
this combined conference as the only broadcasting conference
this spring to—avoid duplicationy”to conserve energy and

registration fees.

the
• /

Other subjects to be covered in the workshop
Career Placement and Advancement", "Interviewing

The room rate at the Granada Royale
Students may attend

To register, make checks payable
Mail your registration to:

NAB REGIONAL MANAGERS

Nebraska, Kansas, Oklahoma and Texas are the four states
which make up the National Association of Broadcasters Region
"G" .

divided the nation into ten regions,
are to call on member stations and keep you informed about

NAB services and publications to help you in your work. Our

NAB Regional Manager is Ms. Janet Miles, 5940 Arapaho #225,
Dallas, TX 75248, (214)233-9876. Janet will be in Nebraska
late this summer and will attend our State Convention.

In an effort to improve member services, the NAB has
The Regional Managers



WHITE HOUSE OFFERS RADIO NEWS ACTUALITIES

The White House Office of Media Liaison, which exists to serve

members of the press who do not regularly cover the White

House, makes audio news actualities available to broadcasters.

The radio actuality service began regular operation in

December, 1978, in response to requests from broadcasters.
The service is "passive" - broadcasters who are interested
in recording White House actualities can call the service on a

special toll-free telephone line.

These actualities - offered Mondays through Fridays, and on

weekends when news activity warrants - are taken from public
statements by the President and senior Administration officials

on legislative issues, public policy, and foreign affairs.

Items for broadcast are chosen on the basis of news value,

timeliness, and technical quality. The afternoon cycle of
actualities - on line at 3:00 Eastern time

shorter cuts complemented by voice "wraps". The wraps are

designed to quickly orient the caller to the contexts of the

newsmakers' comments. These packaged cuts are clearly identi

fied as originating from the White House Press Office; broad

casters are free to use them in their entirety or to edit

their own cuts from the material supplied.

consists of

Actualities are made available for morning broadcast beginning
at approximately eleven o'clock the previous evening. These

are often longer cuts, without wraps, suitable for editing.

White House staff member Richard Nelson coordinates the radio

news actuality service. In addition to providing twice-daily
audio feeds. Nelson can assist broadcasters with their indi

vidual coverage needs. For example, the Office of Media
Liaison maintains an extensive file of audio material which

is available to news personnel for use in documentaries or

in-depth reports on major issues.

The White House toll-free actuality number is 800/424-9090.

Further information about the White House radio news actualities

can be obtained from Nelson at 202/456-2320,
Media Liaison, which offers a number of other services to

journalists and broadcasters, can be contacted at 202/456-6623.

The Office of

PLEASE PASS THIS ALONG TO YOUR NEWS DEPARTMENT

EEO SEMINAR

A broadcasting seminar directed at minorities will be conducted

at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln June 9-20. Minority
students who will be a junior or senior in high school in the

fall of 1980 are eligible to attend. The two week course
brings with it two hours of college credit and will give the
students "hands-on" experience. Broadcasters knowing of some

one who would be a prospective participant should contact Ed

Bailey, UNL School of Journalism, Lincoln, NE 68588 (402)472-
3040. Sponsors are also needed.
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NEBRASKA BROADCASTING SPOTS PLANNED

The Public Relations Committee of the NBA, chaired by Dick
Fleming of UNL, is working on spots which will accentuate
the positive side of broadcasting in Nebraska. Asked by the
Board of Directors of NBA to develop an advertising program,
the PR Committee will meet May 4, At that meeting. Deb Kneip,
of KOLN-TV and Rick Alloway of KFOR will present sample scripts
for radio and television. The spots will be designed so that
each broadcaster will be able to insert and change the copy as
needed. Emphasis is on service to our communities. Your

thoughts on this project are welcome. Contact Dick Fleming
at UNL, Lincoln, NE 68588, or Deb Kneip, KOLN-TV, Box 30350,
Lincoln, NE 68503, or Rick Alloway, KFOR, Box 80209, Lincoln,
NE 68501 with your suggestions.

TESTIMONIALS CAN LEAD TO EQUAL TIME PROBLEMS

A tip from a radio broadcaster: Some advertisers use endorse

ments of their products by satisfied customers through testi

monials. At this political time of year, watch for candidates
appearing in these ads. NBA suggests you contact your county
clerk or election commissioner to obtain a list of the names

of candidates for public office in your broadcast area. You

may save yourself an equal time headache.

AK-SAR-BEN AWARD CONTEST INFORMATION

Rules and regulations for the Ak-Sar-Ben Award Contest are
attached to this Newsletter.

July 1, or, if hand delivered, be received by July 2.
further information contact Mike Boyle, NBA, Box 31802, Omaha,
NE 68131, (402) 391-8445.

Entries must be postmarked by
For

MORE TO COME

Media of Nebraska is an organization composed of representatives
of Nebraska's printed and electronic media. Its purpose is to

protect the rights of the citizen under the First Amendment.
Legislative-r>r judicial action taken which infringes on freedom'^

of speech or on the freedom of the media are the two issues
with which Media of Nebraska is concerned. The next issue

of the NBA Newsletter will contain a special story on Media

of Nebraska and how it is working for you.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

The Nebraska Broadcasters Association extends a friendly
welcome to these new associate members:

Company, Golden, Colorado, Jim Johnson & Associates, Inc

Kearney, Nebraska, Spectrum Sound Recording, Inc.  , Lincoln,
Nebraska, Tektronix, Inc., Englewood, Colorado, Encore
Screen Printing, Inc., Lincoln, Nebraska,
these new broadcasters:

Midlands, Omaha, Nebraska, and KTAP, Crete, Nebraska.

Adolph Coors
• /

The NBA welcomes

Christian Broadcasters of the



BITS ABOUT BROADCASTERS

Cliff Chase is the new Executive Producer for "PM Magazine"
Richard Harrington has been named Chief

Skip Willis joins WOW from
Peggy Bone comes from KPFA, Berkley, California

Thomas J. Bair is the new General

Manager of KODY-AM and Randy Opitz has been promoted to the

new position of General Manager of KODY-FM
Williams was named Executive Vice President and General

Manager of May Broadcasting Company. His new responsibilities
will include management of the May Broadcasting Properties:
KMA Radio in Shanandoah, Iowa; KMTV in Omaha; KGUN in Tucson;

and the May Company's ownership affiliation with KFAB and
KGOR in Omaha, Norm succeeds Owen L. Saddler who now becomes

.. Lynn Easton has been named weekend
She comes from KOMO-TV, Seattle,

Mike Gleason was named Producer for WOWT's

at WOWT
Announcer for KOLN-KGIN

KFOR

to WOW-REZO News

Norman W.

Chairman of the Board .

News Producer for WOWT.

Washington
weekday "Live at 5" Diane Sefried of KTNC, Falls City
is now the agent for the Metropolitan Insurance Agency in

Falls City
certification by the SBE Certification Committee
Novak joined KETV as weekend weathercaster
has joined Bill McNamara & Associates.
Television Production Manager for KMTV
has been appointed to the position of Information Services
Manager for KOLN-TV/KGIN-TV
Media Advertising Manager for KOLN-TV/KGIN-TV
of WOWT was elected President of the Omaha Press Club

Terry A. Cowan, Columbus, has been granted
Don

Art Jentz

Jentz had been

Willene Miller

Karen McCaw was appointed
Walt Dean

Joni Baillon of KMTV was elected Treasurer of the OPC

Stan Bond, KETV was elected to the Board of Directors for
KMTV's Tom

cTn^dy
She comes from KMTV

Jeff Garnand joined KOIL as a Sales Representative. He
comes from KMNS in Sioux City.

the Omaha Press Club for a two year term

Williams has been promoted to Producer-Director
Zimmerman is at KWBE Radio in Beatrice.

JOBS WANTED

The University of Nebraska at Lincoln, School of Journalism,
has prepared a listing of its graduates, December 1979 through
December 1980. These students represent all three departments
of the school - advertising, broadcasting and news-editorial.
Many of the students have participated in the school's intern

ship program. Broadcasting students have all had some exper
ience on the school's educational FM station, KRNU. For

further information contact Dr. Neale Copple, Dean, School of

Journalism (402) 472-2044, or contact the NBA office in Omaha.

NBA STATE CONVENTION DATES

September 21, 22 and 23, Grand Island's Midtown Holiday Inn
will be the site of the NBA State Convention. Room rates are

$22,00 per single and $27.00 for double occupancy, plus tax.
Ak-Sar-Ben Awards will be made Sunday evening - applications
are due July 1. Convention Chairman, Willard Morton, KMMJ,



announced that the Stuhr Museum will sponsor a banquet Monday
night. Weather permitting, the banquet will be an outdoor
cookout preceded by a cocktail party. Program plans will be

finalized soon. Should you have any subjects you would like
to have discussed at the convention, contact Willard at KMMJ,
Box 1847, Grand Island, NE 68801.

REPORT ON LB60

The Public Radio Bill, LB60, was passed over by the Legislature.
Observers speculated timing for passage of LB60 was poor due to
general economic conditions and the growing doubt of many state
senators as to the need for public radio in Nebraska. Governor

Charles Thone was harshly criticized for candidly stating his

opposition to public radio. And on the federal level, FCC

Chairman Charlie Ferris said the FCC might even reserve some or

all of the expanded AM band for public radio. He ,feels there

is "no logical'^reason why public radio should b^ considered
only an FM service". Chairman Ferris predicted federal budget
cutting efforts will worsen the funding crunch now facing public
broadcasters, forcing them to become more aggressive in seeking
new sources of money.

NBA DIRECTORY AVAILABLE MAY 15

That's right, the NBA Directory will be available May 15 if the

eleven broadcasters who have not yet responded to the question
naire will send us the information we need to complete the

Directoryl If you have not yet responded, we will be happy to
send another form to you. You may use the order form appearing
on the last page of this Newsletter. Thank you for your coop
eration.

RENEWAL ASCERTAINMENT PROCEDURES MODIFIED

The FCC, in response to a number of greup^' modified its
broadcast renewal ascertainment procedure on March 12, 1980.
The Commission declined to expand the 19 categories specified
in the ascertainment check list. It did conclude that it would

be desirable to amend the references in the Primers which refer

to an applicant's obligation with respect to the "other"
category. The modified procedure requires representatives of
non-listed elements to first come to the licensee to demon

strate that their groups are significant elements in the

community. Leaders of the group must be ascertained if the

licensee determines that the group is, in fact, significant.
Should you be contacted by a member of an unlisted group, it
is advisable that you interview as many representatives of that

group as are willing to talk. The rule change will be adopted
for television renewal applicants and on an interim basis only
for radio renewal applicants. Of course, the entire ascertain
ment procedure is subject to the FCC's deregulation inquiry.



«-

REPORTER'S HANDBOOK

Please send me copies.

EEO Information

Please send me data on the State of Nebraska Work Force for

my EEO program.

NBA Directory Questionnaire

Please send me a questionnaire so my station will appear in
the NBA Directory.

REPORTER'S HANDBOOK AVAILABLE

Reporter’s Handbook
On Media Law

In a joint venture with the
Nebraska Press Association, the

NBA has published Reporter's
Handbook on Media Law. Each

member broadcaster was mailed

two copies of this booklet which
covers these subjects: Bar-Press
Guidelines, Open Meetings, Open
Records, the Privacy Act, the
Shield Law, and Newsroom Search.
Need more copies? Use the order
form on the last page of this
Newsletter.

Nebraska Press Association

Nebraska Broadcasters Association

Edited by
Mike Boyle, Executive Vice President
Nebraska Broadcasters Association

Box 31802

Omaha, NE 68131



A GUEST EDITORIAL

The axiom in journalism has it that the depressions are made, are
created, they do not occur. We are at this stage of our economic
development in the United States, and for that matter, the world.
The present administration in its infinite wisdom aided and abetted

by many of the journalists of "note" have created  a situation in
which the citizens of the United States are standing in mortal

terror of what's going to happen next to our economy. Contributing
to the doubt is the constant negativism which pervades newspapers,
magazines, the television and radio airways.

The broadcasting industry needs to demonstrate the facts of our
faltering economy and then proceed with sound explanations of what
each citizen needs to do. Each person must search his own conscience

regarding his livelihood for his family; his contentions regarding
his citizenship; his feelings about government. Then he can make
an intelligent decision about what he -personally- should do to help
shore-up our economic condition.

For example, he could decide to cut his gasoline consumption by a
gallon a week; he could decide to put just $5.00  a month into a
savings account here in Nebraska. Individual, personal, decisions
are needed to give our economic system stability. And we

ually and collectively - ought to tell President Carter and Congress
what action we're taking to make the system - our system - work.

Imagine, if you will, what would happen in Washington
tommorrow morning 50 million lettere were delivered to President
Carter with another 100 million copies of those letters being sent
to Congress. Can you even begin to see the tremendous consternation
which would occur in the minds of the politicians and bureacrats

in our Federal Capitol?

We as broadcasters need to demonstrate to the people of our state

and the recipients of our electronic signals how they should respond
to the economic problems which have been created by the government
and amplified - overly amplified - by the journalists of our country.
The sum and substance of it all is if you believe in broadcasting,
you must, therefore, obviously believe in the strength of our

_bus^ine_ss, . JWlth Jthat thought in.jmind, _ wa-have a ques-tion;- What-
are you going to do about it?

(This guest editiorial contributed by Gordon C. Bud Pentz,
Beatrice, edited. Comments or replies about this editorial may be
sent to the NBA, Box 31802, Omaha, NE. 68131)

individ-

D. C., if

AN "OPEN HOUSE" AT KCSR/KQSK

Lee Hall has extended an invitation to fellow broadcasteres to

attend an open house at the newly remodeled facilities of KCSR-AM
and the new studios of KQSK-FM. Chadron's KCSR is concluding
its 25th year of broadcasting. The EM station has the latest
equipment available including color weather radar. Refreshments
will be served at the May 9 open house which starts at 4:30 PM.

Congratulation KCSR/KQSK!


