
KS1 – 2 lesson plan: Where did my clothes come from? 
 
 

 

 
Download all our resources at 

http://news.linkethiopia.org/resource 
 
  

Focus: Pupils find out where their clothes were made and think about the journey a garment may have made to get to them. 
Curriculum links Whole Class Activity  Individual or class activity: My clothes came from ... 

Citizenship 
1a, 2a, d, 4c, e 
 
Geography 
1b, e, 2c, 3b, g, 
6b, 7b 

Before the lesson begins, display a large world 
map on a wall. 
 
Ask pupils where they think the shirt (or dress) 
they are wearing came from. If they give the name 
of a shop, ask where they think it came from 
before that. Repeat this question until someone 
gives the answer ‘the place (or factory) where 
they were made’. Then ask pupils where they 
think the garment may have been made.  
 
Now ask them to look at the labels in their own or 
each other’s clothes (on a label at the back or in 
the side seam) to see if they say where they were 
made.  
 
Ask pupils one at a time to find the country of 
origin on the world map. They should stick a pin in 
the map and attach a label which says ‘[pupil’s 
name]’s shirt’ (This could be done while the class 
is working on the individual activity).  
 
Discuss whether many of the clothes have come 
from the same country or part of the world and 
how the clothes might have got from the country 
of origin to the shop in the UK. Are the children 
surprised by what they have found? 
 

 Either: Ask each pupil to draw a picture of their garment and write underneath ‘My ... came from ...’. 
Depending on age and ability, they can add a sentence about the journey they think it might have taken to 
reach them, or draw a flow-chart of the process. Some pupils might like to research some information 
about the country of origin and add that. 
 

Or: Produce an illustrated class booklet, ‘Where our clothes came from’.  
This could include pictures of the clothes, a map showing origins, a flow chart of the journey, information 
about countries of origin, drawings of the clothes being made. 
 

Pupils could look at more of their clothes labels at home and add additional information to the map and 
booklet. 
 

 

 

 Follow up work Resources 
needed 

You could use What’s in a t-shirt as a follow-up activity with the whole class. 
 
Older pupils could write letters to the central offices of any chains of shops where they 
buy clothes, asking for information about which countries their clothes are made in, 
how many factories they have, how many people work in them, how the clothes are 
transported to UK, etc. 

World map; 
Map pins, wool 
or string and 
paper for 
labels; 
A4 paper and 
coloured 
pencils or pens. 

 
 
 
 
 


