
Word play ...
gigglemug (19th century): 
one who is perpetually and 
annoyingly cheery and only 
adds to your bad mood.
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Winter has descended upon us and the exotic tress have shed their autumnal spendour.

Deadline
Deadline for the next edition of 
Third Thoughts is

26 July 2021

Good news
Julie, who last 
month was looking 
for someone to help 
her with learning 
chess, reports that 
she has a tutor.

Second semester begins
The onset of winter signifies that the second half of our year is set to 
begin. While many classes run through the whole year, some only 
appear in the second half of the year and some new classes appear, 
often all but unannounced.
If you haven’t reviewed the classes 
available since making your 
selections earlier this year, there 
may be some hidden gems that 
could brighten the rest of the year.
Go to u3acastlemaine.com, select 
Classes from the menu and you’ll 

see a host of options to make 
your search easier.
Are you looking for something to 
quench the thirst for travel that 
you’ve missed out on? Perhaps 
you have a spare afternoon on 
Wednesday? Just click the 
appropriate button and you’ll see 
what’s available.
Each class listing has dates clearly 
listed, though venues may be 
changed due to COVID 
restrictions. Some classes are full, 
and are marked Wait List, while 
some have places available and are 
marked Open.
Enrol through the MyU3ALogin 
on the home page.
It's all up to you! ■
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COVID updates
At the time of publishing Third Thoughts, the current COVID restrictions require face masks be carried at 
all times and used outdoors where social distancing cannot be maintained or when indoors (apart from 
the family home), and electronic check-in to enable us to achieve a density quotient for classes of one 
person per two (2) square metres.
To provide some context for how these restrictions 
apply to our U3A activities, your Committee has 
closely read the restriction documents and 
determined that the restrictions pertaining to Social 
gatherings and Community facilities are the best 
fit with our activities.
Inevitably, there will be further changes to 
restrictions. Knowing the basis for the Committee’s 
decisions will allow Class Leaders and members to 
understand what effect each new announcement will 
have on class activities.
Currently, the restriction updates are published in 
two online locations:
• premier.vic.gov.au/

and
• coronavirus.vic.gov.au

On the Premier page, search the media releases for a 
heading like Announcement  from the Premier. 
At the bottom of the announcement will be link to 
the current Table of Restrictions.
Read the Regional settings for Social gatherings and 
Community facilities.
On the coronavirus page, follow the link to 
COVIDsafe settings and scroll down to see the 
Restrictions for regional Victoria.
The information on this page is not broken up by 
situation, so the restrictions the Committee are 
adopting are not as obvious. ■

Electronic check-in
In an email to members on 19 June, the Committee notified its intention to resume indoor classes subject 
to strict criteria.
Provided ALL ATTENDEES are 
checked in electronically, we can 
apply a density quotient of 1 
person per 2sqm.
The Class Leader, or a nominated 
class member, will act as check-in 
marshal and be required to 
electronically check in anyone 
who does not have a smartphone 
to check themselves in using the 
Services Victoria QR code.
• The check-in marchal checks in 

using QR code
• class members with 

smartphones check in using 
the Services Victoria QR code

• for non-smartphone attendees, 
the 'marshal':

– opens Service Victoria app on 
their smartphone, 

– taps Contact tracing check-
in

– taps Having trouble? Check-
in manually

– enters six-character code for 
the venue (from the QR poster)

– taps Submit
– enters attendee name and 

phone number
– taps Check into this location
This sequence must be completed 
for EVERY class member unable to 
check-in using the QR code.
Class Leaders and class 
members are not obliged to 
resume classes or attend 
classes if they feel unsafe.
Class Leaders may still elect to 
maintain a written attendance 
roll, but this is strictly in 
addition to electronic check-in. ■
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Reminder: Class Leaders
As your class comes to a 
conclusion, please distribute 
Class Feedback forms to your 
class members.
Completed forms should be sent 
to the Class Coordinator, either 
electronically or by other 
suitable means.
Queries to Keith Neaves on 
0477 428 435.

Attention Class Leaders
When your class is concluded, or if your class does not run in its 
normal venue for any reason, please let Venues Coordinator Phil 
Hopley know ASAP on u3acmvenues17@gmail.com.
Many of the venues we are using to keep U3A classes running through 
COVID restrictions are being rented specifically for the time of your 
class. If your class doesn't run for some reason, we don't need to pay 
for the room for that time.
Your assistance is greatly appreciated. ■

Time awareness
With sanitising and cleaning 
being such an important part of 
our 2021 classes, Class Leaders 
are reminded to be aware that 
other classes may be using your 
venue after you. Keeping an eye 
on the time and leaving 
sufficient time for sanitising so 
you are clear of the room by the 
appointed time makes things 
easier for following classes.

State Festival questionnaire
The Committee received a number of comments querying the suspension of U3A classes during the recent 
Castlemaine State Festival. Suspension of classes during the State Festival has been a regular feature 
during Festival years, but decided it was time to consult the members on this question. 
Thanks to the members who responded to the 
questionnaire. The Committee was delighted that 
nearly a third of our members participated in the 
survey.
The questionnaire began by asking whether you 
wanted classes suspended during future Castlemaine 
State Festivals. A whopping 71% of respondents gave 
a resounding No response.
Next, you were asked whether Class Leaders should 
be able to override, should a suspension be in place. 
Again, the result wasn't close, with 70% of 
respondents answering Yes.
To provide a little context, the questionnaire went on 
to ask about attendance at the State Festival and 
volunteering for the Festival.

Sixty percent (60%) of respondents reported they'd 
attended State Festival activities and the vest majority 
reported they’d attended multiple Festival activities.
Most of those activity attendances were during the 
day, but nearly 70% said the suspension of U3A 
classes had not facilitated their Festival attendance.
Few U3A Castlemaine members reported they had 
volunteered with the Festival ( less than10% of 
respondents) and about half of those said the 
suspension of U3A classes hadn’t facilitated their 
volunteering.
When the next State Festival comes around, the 
Committee will have firm evidence on which to base 
their decisions. ■

What’s So Great 
About Shakespeare?
Vivienne Robertson is planning to run a new class, What’s So Great 
About Shakespeare?, starting Thursday 29 July. 
This class will be a forensic analysis of just one play — Macbeth.  We’ll 
look at the plot, the themes, the atmosphere, the characters, the 
language, the stage craft and the absolute 
genius of this work.  We’ll also enact some 
scenes, view several film versions and 
completely immerse ourselves in the horror, the 
evil, and the terrifying inevitability of the 
outcome.
Thursdays  1330–1530  for 10 weeks in 
Vivienne’s home. Maximum of six in class.
Enquiries to Vivienne  on 5470 6499. ■
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La Trobe University lectures Semester Two start on 26 July
Want to study something new? Our U3A has a longstanding arrangement with 
La Trobe University that permits us to sit in on their undergraduate lectures. In 
2021 that means logging into the university’s Learning Management System 
(LMS) and watching a course of 12 weekly online lectures, either as they are 
delivered live or later, at a time that suits us. 

Many lecturers have been happy for us to join online or face-to-face tutorials as well, which means hearing 
from the ‘real’ students and joining in their discussions. Readings for each session are online too. 
Because at present only practical subjects require the students to be on campus, we are allowed to ‘attend’ more 
subjects than when lectures were delivered in the classroom. We are not limited to the subjects taught in 
Bendigo, and many of the subjects normally only available at the Bundoora campus are open to us.
You can see the range of subjects at https://handbook.latrobe.edu.au/search

You need to filter for Subjects (not Courses), and if you see something of interest, you need to ‘Select an 
instance’ and check that your chosen subject is in semester 2.

Our link coordinator, Bridget Leach, is able to talk you through the process. The university needs all our 
communications to go through her, so direct queries to Bridget at bridgetleach@live.co.uk or 0434 971451.

New or Repeat Classes
New or repeat classes for the third and/or fourth terms are welcome. 
Contact Keith Neaves u3acm.courses@gmail.com.

From the Archive

2011
Computing classes of all descriptions were 
making an impact ten years ago.

2009
The Mobile Phone Workshop was well attended. 
One participant found their mobile phone 
number!
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Thursday Writers
Thursday Writers is a U3A class for members who enjoy writing. With imagination, life experience and 
willingness to tell a story, each week class members are given three topics to choose from. 
The  following was written by Ann Baxter.

It wasn’t me
It wasn't me, and I should add that it wasn't like me 
either.  If I see something unusual I mostly don't 
stop.  I don't like to interfer, prefering to keep a low 
profile.  And now of course I wish I hadn't — 
interfered that is.  
What I'm talking about is the definition of art.  I 
appreciate there are a great number of different styles 
of art.  I agree we would all be poorer if we didn’t 
have this variety.  Jackson Pollock’s Blue Poles is 
amazing and I have stood for some time in front of 
it, enjoying its depths and intricacies.  I'm a big fan 
of Mark Rothko’s work, although some say it is just 
fields of colour.  My cousin earned his living from 
painting wonderful portraits.  I love the simplicity of 
Ludwig Hirshfeld-Mack’s woodcut called Orange 
done while he was interned in Orange, NSW in 
1941.  So you see, I agree that art takes many forms 
and the definition of art is wide open.  There is, by 
the way, a longstanding difference of opinion among 
art critics on whether illustration can be called fine 
art.  My personal opinion is that there is no 
difference.  But I'm off piste — a bad habit of mine.  
Where was I?  Oh yes, interfering.  
I was driving along the Great Ocean Road last 
Wednesday, enjoying the contrasting colours and 
visual textures of ocean, cliffs and bush.  It was a 
sunny day: sea birds were gabbling and bickering 
loudly as they wheeled and dived through the warm 
air.  Suddenly, right in front of me there appeared a 
large, white bed sheet, partly attached to the 
towering cliff face and flapping in the breeze.  
Someone’s going to be mad, I thought.  Their 
washing has blown off the line.  The least I could do 
was collect it — it might be from a nearby house.  
So, Good Samaritan that I am, I stopped the car and 
walked over to the cliff face.  It took a bit of effort 
because the sheet seemed to have caught on some 
jutting bits of debris, but I got it down, bundled it 
up, and climbed back into the car.  Not far down the 
road there was another one.  From the same place I 
thought, so I had better get that one as well.  

Bit more effort this time because it seemed to have 
attached itself more firmly.  Back in the car, a bit 
further and another sheet.  It must have been a big 
wash day ..... or perhaps it was a motel, although 
large laundry companies usually do their sheets. 
I was getting close to my destination by this time 
with only one more sweeping bend to go.  I was 
travelling slowly (looking for sheets), so when I 
rounded the bend I was able to stop quickly.  There in 
front of me was another sheet.  Only this time it was 
being held up by two people, and there were two 
others tying the corners to the jutting rocks in the 
cliff face.  A cameraman was moving around filming 
the process.  There was a sign on the sheet.  I 
squinted in the sun and read ‘Wrapping Up Nature,’ 
and underneath ‘Community Art Supported by the 
Government of Victoria.’  
I slunk down in my seat, put my foot on the 
accelerator and drove past without looking 
sideways.  I didn't stop as planned at my favourite 
coastal restaurant.  Instead, I turned inland, 
rehearsing all the while just what I would say if by 
chance someone saw and reported me for 
unwrapping Nature.  “It wasn't me,” I would say, “it 
wasn't me.” ■

flickr.com/photos/61519791@N00/8429588421
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From the Archive

2013
Singing and Bridge were centre-stage.

2015
The Photography class has a long and storied 
history at U3A Castlemaine.

2017
Ruth Munro’s gorgeous painting was featured in 
Sandra Finger Lee’s report from the Painting en 
Plein Air class.

2019
Remember when we used to have coffee mornings? 

Hopefully, we’ll be back for August (fingers crossed).
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U3A Photography: Autumn
by Jill Williams
Like everyone else, the Photography group and the schedule went into hibernation for June. We managed 
to keep our photo theme for autumn alive however!
Here is a choice selection from our autumn album.

Beautiful Malmsbury — Sue Murphy

Pomegranates — Pam Connell

Panorama — Harley Parker
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Committee of Management 
President Trevor Lloyd 0419 303 709 u3acm.pres@gmail.com
Vice President Terry Murphy 0425 712 362 murphy.terry@bigpond.com
Secretary Janet Cropley 0419 539 142 u3acm.secretary@gmail.com
Treasurer Hazel Annear 0407 000 054 u3acm.treas@gmail.com
Class Coordinator Keith Neaves 0477 428 435 u3acm.courses@gmail.com
Venues Coordinator Phil Hopley 0425 768 559 u3acmvenues17@gmail.com
Gen. Committee Member Russell Annear 0407 346 334 russ_annear@bigpond.com
Other contacts
MyU3A Coordinator Jo Thompson 0457 388 344 joanne29t@gmail.com
Member Services Coord. Janet Cropley 0419 539 142 janetc@ozemail.com.au
Newsletter Editor Terry Murphy 0425 712 362 u3acastlemainenews@gmail.com
Events Coordinator Vacant  u3acm.events@gmail.com
Office Coordinator Liz Sharplin 0403 398 764 u3acm.office@gmail.com
Assistant Treasurer Lou Citroen 0411 715 139 u3acm.asstreas@gmail.com
Membership Officer Tami McVicar 0400 606 856 u3acm.members@gmail.com
Website Submissions Des Buckmaster 0433 311 965 u3acm.wrt@gmail.com
IT Support David Sime 0418 242 977 u3acm.it@gmail.com
Celebrations/Tributes Liz Sharplin 0403 398 764 elizabethsharplin@outlook.com
Cake/Roster/Raffle Deb Wiglesworth 5474 2325 dwigles.dw@gmail.com
MyU3A Support/Help Anet McDonald 5470 6497 myu3ahelp@gmail.com

Working Groups
Class Coordination Working Group u3acm.courses@gmail.com
Events Working Group u3acm.events@gmail.com
ICTWG (Information & Communication Technologies) u3acm.ictwg@gmail.com

U3A Castlemaine website www.u3acastlemaine.com
General email u3acastlemaine@gmail.com

Next Newsletter Deadline: Monday 26 July

Lockdown humour
We’re getting it relatively easy here in Castlemaine, but a few chuckles never hurt anyone!

Yeah, I have plans tonight. I’ll probably hit the 
living room around 8 or 9!

Two grandmothers were bragging about their 
precious darlings. One of them says to the 
other, “Mine are so good at social distancing, 
they won’t even call me!”

What’s the difference between Covid-19 and 
Romeo and Juliet? One’s the coronavirus and 
the other is a Verona crisis!

A man walks into a bar, goes up to the 
bartender and says "I'll have a Corona please, 
hold the virus"


